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rpar to ake Rite of wife weenie | is the one neceflary 
++ -bufinefs, that we fons of death have to do in this world, 
‘and without which, all our time here is worfe than loft, e- 
very enlightened mind will eafily aN brett ‘This pretentt 
Q re eing by the rule of it, appointed but to this ena, to be 
_ preparation-time,: fpent in a continual care to make ready, 
that we: might have agood meeting with him who, thall\be. 
— feeni in this air one day. And whether we look up to hea- 
yen, or down to hell 5 whether we reflect upon our own 
immortal fouls, or: turn our eyes toward the greatnefs and 
- goodnefs of that God i in Chrift with whom we have to do; 
- whether we pace over the:time between this aud judgment 
_- day, or fend our thoughts to view the’ eternity that is to 
follow after. All things put a necefity, a folemnity, a gio- 
“Ty upon this work. 
But dificilia quae pulchra: Xt is one of the oracles uttered 
by our Lord iat his own mouth, « Strait is the ¢ gate, and 
© narrow is the way that leadeth unto life, and fae there be 
that’ find it.” > It is ‘not fo ay a thing to get to heaven, nor 
fo broad a way thither, as the flight and loofe opinions of 
fome, and pra€tices of more would make it, nor as the car- 
nal hearts of ail would have it. ‘Though that (if it be exa- 
minéd) is ‘the common fcope of all erroneous conceits (and 
_ how reftlefly have the corrupt minds of men laboured there~ 
in‘in all ages, and do in thefe our days) to widen the way to 
life, to break down the boundaries of this narrow path, and 
inake it broader than ever God made it. Man’s carnal heare. 
finds itfelf pinioned and ftraitened in the way- (the good old 
way of effectual faith and obedience) that God has tail! out ; 
hence it breaks out on this hand and on that, and. willra- — 
ther pluck up the ancient land-marks of God’s truth, than not 
‘ imake it broader. The gofpel will not afford men a way 
broad enough, unlefs the law be ae removed -(not only a3 
a covenant, but as a commanding rule of life too) and laid 
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flat like an old hedge, that they may go over it at pleafure, — 
and ‘not attend it any further than their fpirit lifteth. Jufti-- 


fication by faith is too narrow a path, unlefs ‘they may be 


“juftified before and without faith, it is not free enough; — 
they complain of it as if it laid them under a’covenant of — 
works. Conditional promifes are of too ftraight a fize, they — 
muft be aH abfolute, and give us peace without any qualifi- ~ 


cation in us, or elfe they are not large enough. To be foli- 


citous about fanctification and inherent grace, istoo trouble- — : 
fome ; to feek God diligently in the ufe of all means, in a 
daily and hearty performance of holy duties, ina firi&t fanc- | 


tifying of fabbaths, in conftant watchfulnefs, &c. this muft 


be laid by, as a legal bufinefs. And ifthe fpirit immediate- 
ly will aG us and carry us ina bed of eafe to heaven, with= — 


out troubling us to a& and ftrive, well and good; otherwife 
men will fhake hands with the power of godlinefs, and run 
adrift before their own corruptions. But when all {tones 


are turned, the way to heaven is and will be found to be a ¥ 


ftraight way: truth has faid, it is fo; and itis notvall the no- 


‘tions of mén that will make it otherwife. « And hence thofe . 


folemn counfels of the fcripture, “Work out your falvation’ 
“ with fear and trembling, give all diligence to make all fure, 


* {trive to enter in at the ftrait gate, fo run that you may ob- 
‘ tain,’ &c.'though they be little attended by the loofenefs of. 
thefe times, yet they ‘are of endlefs momentand ufe, and 


had-need be'awfully regarded by all that love their everlaft= 


ing peace. . 

He therefore that is in earneft about this great bufinefs, 
will be glad of any gocd help to guide him in this way, this. 
liraight way to life. And though there be many choice 
helps herein ‘already extant, in the precious labours of fun- 


dry of the Lord’s faithful fervants, for which this age has’ 


caufe on bended knees to blefs the Lord, and which will 
be fuch ateftimony againft the wantonnefs thereof, as it 
will never be able to anfwer: yet of thofe that do clearly, 
particularly, lively and fearchingly difcover and mark out 
this flraight way, with the feveral pra@tical turns thereof, 
and fhew where they that mifs of the end at laft, do turn 


out of it; although they go far thercin 5 of thofe that pilot~ 


us, when we come into the narrow channel, .unto the very 
point of entrance into life, and fhew us the rocks and fhoals 
on cither band diftinétly ; of thefe (LD fay) there. is not too 
great a number. For to fpeak any geod and ufeful truths, 
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is good and commendable; but yet it is another and a fur- 
_ ther matter to-hold the candle to the poor people of God. , 
_ (even'to the meaneft). to light them to heaven, or to take... 
the foul by the hand, and lead it from ftep to ftep through - 
all the difficulties, deceits and turnings at which the clofeft 
__ hypecrites do mifs their way and lofe themfelves; and. to do 


this fo convincingly, thoroughly and diftin@ly, as that the... 
- Secrets of hearts may be made manifeft, the fecure felf-de-_. 


ceiver difcovered and awakened, and yet the humble upe-, 
_ fight chriftian confirmed and encouraged. 
In this fkill and work, as the author of the following fer- 
~ mons, was known to be among the firft three ; fo thefe lec- 
_ tures of his, upon the Parable of the Virgins, have been ef- . 
_ teemed to excel in this kind; having left fucha relifh upon 
_the hearers,.as that they have not forgotten the tafte of them 


to this day.. It has therefore been the inftant defire of mae... 
_ ny that heard them, andof fome that have but heard of them... 


that they might be imparted to the.public. And furely, .. 
both the fubje& and the manner of handling it is fuch, be- 
ing wholly upon thofe things wherein the heart and life of 
religion lies, that we Cannot difapprove of their opinions, 
who have fo earneftly. defired it. All the fermons and 
_ books that fpeak to the heart of religion are little enough to 
- feed that, and keep life there, efpecially in this languifhing 
and dying age; wherein though there wants not common 
light and outward profeflion, yet lofs of love and inward 
deadnefs are as common. The work being fomewhat 
lengthy : and fitting feribes not eafily attainable in this wil+ 
dernefs, it has occafioned this delay hitherto. But we hope 
it will now be neither unacceptable nor unfeafonable., _, 
Thefe fermons are now tranfcribed by induftrious and in- 
telligent perfons, and have been carefully reviewed and cor- 
rected. They are written out of the author’s own notes, 
which he prepared for preaching (only about a fheet himfelf 
wrote out in his life-time, having thoughts it feems of yieid- 
ing to their defires who were earneft for their publifhing) 
by means whereof, though the reader will often meet with — 
curtnefs of expreflion, and though fome lively paflages that 
were uttered in preaching may be wanting, yet you will 
have this benefit to have much in little room... It may alfo 
eafily:be! obferved, that not curiofity of words, but weight 
of things was here|ftudied by, and flowed from the heart and 


pen ofthe author, which yet produceth the beft and truett, 
: “ba Os 
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-a real-rhetoric. In fum, although ‘many sipehiceee 
sersinat to fuch pofthumous editions cannot pepe 
yet we doubt not but the work will peak: for aie to Lapa 
intelligent and ferious reader. eles GP at Fay 
_ We are not ignorant that there be pan wae fornia tae 
differ from this our author in accommodation of this parable, Fé 
"and analyfis of fome part of the context, referring it to the | 
times about the expected calling of the Jews (and. if fo, the 
fubftance of the work may be accounted tobe in a more ~ 
than ordinary manner proper and. feafonable for thefe times) _ 
but therein’ every, man is left free to his own further difqui- 
fitions. ,Neither is it for the fake of the. bare expofition — 
(much lefs chronical accommodation) of the text fo much, 
that we publifh thefe things (in that kind the labours of o- — 
thers do abound) but for the fpiritual, praétical, lively, foul- 
fearching truths. and applications thereof that are: therein 
contained, the fubftance;of which truths the impartialreader 
will eafily acknowledge to be clear both from this ae from Gi: 
other fcriptures. : 

Thefe fermons preached by the: maths ina eer ee 
ture, were begun in June 1636, and ended in May 1640, 
In which time there was.aleaven of Antinomian and Fami= 
liftical opinions ftirring in the country, as the world has alt 
ready in print been informed : by occafion whereof the rea- 
der will-meet with fundry pailages tendixg to reprove and ree — 
fute fome of thofe conceits, and to eftablith the contrary 
truth ; which we have not expunged, but let them pafs mofte ~ 
ly as we found them; feeing it is no more than the world al- 
ready knows, that thiete were fuch things then amioney us 3 
and though that ftorm be (as to its open influence) comZort- 
ably blown over with us, yet the like errors are (if not la- 
tent among fome here) {pread elfewhere by the new lights 
of thefe times, whence thefe helps againft them are ftill 

needful. And we doubt not but the fubftance of the truth 
here defended by our author will fiand and abide the trial. 

Yea; I fuppofe I may freely take liberty to fay, that among 
the many excellencies wherewith the Lord endowed this pre- 
cious inftrument of his, this was none of the leaft, that God 
taught him, and helped him to teach others the true middle 
way of the gofpel between the Legalift on the one hand, and 
the Antinomian (orloofe gofpeller)on the other, with much and 
{weet clearnefs,as was evident in the whole courfe and way of, 
his preaching, and may in fome meafure appear both in his 


books, 
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books formerly printed, and in the following fermons. Other 
_palages alfo of {pecial application to this. country, and to thofe 
firft times of it, we willingly permit to pafs the prefs, be: 
¢ wufe they may be profitable to others in like cafes elfewhere, 
_and of f{pecial benefit to the New-Englifh reader. For why 
fhould we not defire and hope that the fuitable folemn coun- 
fels and warnings here given to thefe churches by this feer 
in Tfrael, in reference to the main matters of life and godli- 
efs may now be of living, awakening and foul inftruting 
; to them (Oh that it may be!) unto many generations ! 
‘Reader, if thou comeit hither to carp and cavil, orto cri- 


_the fores thereof lanced, thy fpiritual work and way directed, 
and the intereft of thy eternal peace furthered; if thou de- 
-fireft to walk with God in good earneft, and efcaping all the . 
{nares of a flight and flumbering generation, to ftand before 
the Son of man with comfort in the day of his glory, then 
mayeft thou here find that that will fuit thee, and which thou 
wilt blefs the Lord for, even words that are as'goads and nails 
faftened by this mafter of aflemblies; given from that one 
-and chief Shepherd. The Lord fix and faften them in all 
our hearts, that abiding and being engrafted there, they may 
be inftrumental to further our falvation, that neither defi- 
ciency in the main, nor floathful fecurity, may hinder us_ 
from out defired end; but when that chief Shepherd and 
that heavenly Bridegroom, who now fends to us by fo many 
fervants and meflages of his, both in word and writing 
fhall appear himfelf «in the glory of his Father, and of all 
his holy angels,’ we alfo may ‘receive a crown of glory 
© that fadeth not away,’ and (for the laft confummation of 
this happy marriage) may go home with him to his Father’s 
houfe, there to abide in his reft, in the « fulnefs of his joy,’ 
and drink down his ¢ pleafures for evermore.’ 
And you that fometimes were the flock of this thepherd, 
and have heard thefe things from the lively voice of this foul- 
melting preacher, whom you never can forget; let itbe a 
welcome providence to have thefe truths thus revived to you, 
and put into your hands, that he who is dead, may yet 
fpeak to you and yours. Get them into your houfes to 
read, nay, into your hearts to feed upon, as a choice and pre- 
cious treafure. And let them ftill be a living and continual 
warning 


viii TO THE READER. 
warning to you to watch and keep alive the power of godli- ° 
nefs, the daily practice of working ‘ out yourfalvation with 
‘ fear and trembling,’ the love of the truth, the hatred of e- 
very falfe way, the efteem and improvement of God’s ordi- 
 nances, and the true, humble, Len life of. faith i in Chrift 
Jefus. 
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ad els bite ks 8 3 ‘ oo. Bis aie 
= TO°THE READER.” 


“VF thou art one who knowelt what it is to be ferious in the 

HL great bufinefs of providing for eternity, itis very proba- 
| Ble thou mayeft be no ftranger to the name of this Reverend 
_ author, now with God, whofe name in both the Englands 
_isasan ointment poured forth, and then thou wilt be eagerly 
_@efirous to perufe thefe following fetmons, in tendency to. 
the further increafing thy ftock of fpiritual oil ; and when 
- thou haft read them, and fuckt forth the fweemefs and nou- 
_/rifhment cofitained in them, and by the affiftance of the holy 
_ Spirit turned them into good and healthful nutriment to thy 
— foul, we queftion not but it will inhance the author’s worth 
in thy thoughts and eftimation. But perhaps thou haf ne- 
ver lighted on any of thofe flowers which this holy man has 
planted in God’s garden, and then we are confident thou 
wilt meet with fuch favoury fwectnefs in this difcourfe, as 
will make thee wifh Chrift’s church had longer enjoyed fo 


\e 


choice and fkilful a workman. If thou be one who bhatt hither- we 


to little confidered of God and thy foul,and the concernments. 
. of eternity, or only now and then had fome morning dew 
thoughts of that wiich deferves and requires the choiceft 
and moft vigorous workings of thy foul, we with thou wouldit 
fo far comply with God’s goodnels in bringing this book to 
thy hand,.and gratify thyfelf, (we mean thy foul, thy better 
felf,). as to read-over this treatife, in which thou wilt meer 
with thofe ferious and foul-piercing truths, which by God’s 
blefling may be as poifon to thy lufts, and awaken thee to a 
ferious and hearty engaging in that work which none ever 
yet repented of. - For the occafion of publifhing this picce, 
we fefer thee to the larger epiltle of our reverend brother, 
and only add, that though 4 vein of ferious, folid and heaity 
piety run through all this author’s works, yet he has retéfy- 
ed the beft wine til) the laft .. Lhe Lord heip thee and us 
fo te read and improve thefe and fueh like ]:bours a ees 
B harvest. 
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oe teh foal os kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, 
which took their lamps, and went Jorth to meet the bridegrosm. 
BEE, © gang, ind five of them were wife, and jive were foolifh.--- 
«43. They that were foolifh took their lamps, and took no oil 
with them.---4. But the wife took oil in their v effels with 
their lamps.---5. While the bridegroom tarried, they all flum= 
bered aud flept.---6. And at midnight there was a cry made, 
Behold the bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him.~--7. Then 
all thofe virgins arsfe and trimmed their lamps.---8, And 
the foolifh faid unto the wife, Give us of your oil, for our lamps 
are gone out.---9. But the wife anfwered, faying, Not fo, left 
there be not enough for us and you 3. but go ye rather to them 
that fell, and bis) for yourfelves. ---10. And while they went 
to buy,. the bridegroom came, and they that were ready went 
in with him to the marriage, and the door was fhutwm--1 1. 4f- 
terward came alfo the other virgins, faying, Lord, lord, open dl 
use--12, But he anfwered and faid, Verily ay unto you, I 
know you not.---13. Watch therefore, for ye kiow neither the 
Bay nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 


YHESE words are part of our Saviour’s an{wer un- 

; to two folemn queftions which his difciples pro- 
pounded unto him, ch. xxiv. ver. 3. The firft was 
concerning the deftruction of the temple at Jerufa. 
Jem. The fecond concerning the fign of his coming, 
B.230: , eh and 


—_ 
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_eth from the 23d ver. of the fame chap. to the end. 
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and fo of the end of the world. The firft fen é. o bee 
cafioned by ourSaviour’s fpeech, ch. xxiv. ver. 2. The | 
fecond from his fpeech, ch. xxiii. ver. 39. To the f 
therefore he anfwers, fromthe 4th verfe of the : xxi 

chap. to the 23d ver. of it. To the fecond he anfwe 


this xxvth chap. Wherein he acquaints ‘them, — on 
1. With fome things which fhall be before his com. : 
ing, viz. fubtle and ftrong delufions, mixt with fore 
tribulations and oppreflions, efpecially in the time of __ 
Antichrifl’s reign, as alfo great confufions, inallhearts 
and churches, if not throughout all the world, after es 
the tribulation of thofe days; and then (faith he) Ver. © 
30. * fhall appear the fign. of the Son of man,’ and 
he fhall be feen* coming in power and great glory ;’ 
but if you defire farther to know the day and hour 
when this fhall. be, itis fuch a fecret as my Father re. 
vealeth not to any, no, not to the very angels in hea- 
ven, and therefore you need not know it, nor yet 
fhould {eek to know it; it is fufficient for you to know 
that before my coming there fhall be lamentable and. 
fad times, and that when they ere at their worft, that 


‘the fun.and the moon (through the horrors of mens 


hearts, and the univerfal confufions in the world) =< 
fhall feem to be darkened, &c. that then it is time for oF 
me tocome, and fet all in order again, then the time 
of my coming draws nigh: Now this Chrift doth 
a versei23ohthe xxiv th chap. to Ver. 37. 

. Having thus fpoken concerning his coming, he 
bre ake off his {peech in deferibing his coming, and 
falls to difcovering the ftate of the times EOL IG and 
about the days of his doming g, and this he doth eons 
chap. xxiv. yer. 37.'to chap. 3 kXv. ver. 31. by the confi- 
deration.of which he perfuades to watc hfulnefs again{t 
his coming. 9. Firher (faith he) the times will be very 
fentual and degenerate, as in the days of Noah, in 
fome placesiof t the world. , chap. xxiv. ver. 38. which he. 

iiluitrates from two parables, perfuading therefore to 
“wa atchfulnefs 
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hfulnefs, to the end of chap. xxiv, 2. Or there 
be great fecurity in other places, and among o- 
T perfons (not given up to fenfuality as in the days 
; f Noah,) _but who are the chafte, virgin, pure 
_ehurches of the world, not defiled with the whore- 
oms in the world; and this our Saviour unfolds in 
_ this parable. 3. Or if any be awakened (as fome hall) 
_ to look for Chrift’s coming, yet among thefe, fome 
- through hard conceits of the Lord Jefus, fhall be wil- 
g eg carelefs, and notimprove their talents for the fake 
_ and ufe of the Lord Jefus, and this is fet down in the 
_ hext parable of the ten talents, from ver. 14. to ver. 
31. You fée therefore where this parable ftands, and 
_ to what purpofe it is broughtin. In which are two 
things. : 


z Nie od Ae Gi Ae A UR 
tL HE Parable itfelf, concerning the ten Virgins, © 
from verife 1. to-verfe 13... ; 

2. The fcope of the parable, ver. 13. whichis to per-. 
fuade not fimply to watchfulnefs, but to continuance 
and perfeverance init from a prudent forefight of the 
coming of Chrift, 

4, The parable itfelf is fet down, agreeable'to the 
cuftom of thofe times wherein our Saviour lived, 
wherein their marriages were ufually celebrated in 
the nighttime, fhe that was the bride was attended 
with fundry virgins to meet the bridegroom;  thefe 
virgins (it being night feafon) took therefore their 
lamps with them; thofe that were ready, and met the 
bridegroom, were admitted to the marriage-room and 
fupper ; thofe that came after that time, if once the 
doors were fhut, were furely kept out, though they 

_ Enocked hard tocome in. All this, thofe who are ac. ~ 
quainted with Jewifh hiftories and cuftoms know to 
be true, which we are to attend, becayle it gives not | 
ee cee ee eae ee tls 
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a little light to the true and genuine explication n of 
this parable. ae 
In which euler note thefe two parts. : 
1. The churches preparation to meet with chen der. : 
led here the bridegroom, from the ift to the gth ver. 
2. The bridegroom’s coming forth to. meet then My 
from the 5th to the Kath VEL eis SR 


SE enn. ea geen a 
The firft part of the Parable. 


FIRST, I thall {peak of the preparation made by 
the ne sgt to meet with Chrift Jefus. Wherein alfa - 
ae thefe three things. ee 
. The place where this preparation is ani viz. 
in a “« kingdom of heayen,”” ver. f. 
2. The time when it fhall be made, fet down in 
the firft word, ** Then,” ver. t. . 
. The perfons that fhall make this preparation, 
they fhall not be corrupted members of degenerate 
churches, where mens profeflion is grown foul | 
through length of wearing 5, but they are profeffors 
of fome eminent {train, fome whereof are truly fin- 
cere, others fecretly unfound. And there is a dou- 
ble defcription of them. 1. From fome things where- 
in they all agree. 2. From fome other particulars 
wherein they manifeftly differ ; 
: irft, Thofe things wherein they all agree are three. 
1. They are all virgins, virgin profeffors. : 
. They were all awake and watchful for fome 
Pes ready to meet the bridegroom, and hence t it is 
faid, “* They took their lamps.’ | 
3. They all had fo much faith as to go out to 
meet the bridegroom. 
Secondly, Thofe things wherein they did differ, 
He 
- Generally, ns five were wife,” and * five werg 
foolith,” vere 2 2. Spee 


FS. 


able, the {um whereof is this, That the ftate of the 
members of fome churches about the time of Chfift’s . 
coming, fhall be this, they fhall not be openly pro- 
' fane, corrupt, and {candalous, but virgin-profeflors,, 
_ awakened (for fome feafon) out of carnal fecurity,, 
_ ftirring, lively Chriftians, not preferving their chaf- 
tity and purity merely in a way of works, but wait- 
ing for Chrift in a covenant of grace, only fome of 
- thefe, and a good part of thefe, fhall be indeed wife, 
_ ftored with fpiritual wifdom, filled with the power of 
grace; but,others of them, and a great part of them. 
too, fhall be found foolifh at the coming of the Lord 
Ys Tse elena : 
I come therefore to handle the firft particular in 
this firft part, viz. aes 


CHAP UW «SLC 13 
Of the Vifible Church of God. °° * 


a; “RHE place where this preparation to meet Chrift 


| fhall be made, and that is not in the king- 

doms of this world (earthly kingdoms) but in the | 
_kingdom of heaven, and therefore it is faid, ‘* The 
kingdom of heaven fhall be like,”’ &c. 

1 will not trouble you with telling you how many 
ways the kingdom of heaven is taken in fcripture ; by 
kingdom of heaven here, is not meant the kingdom 
of glory in the third heaven; for there fhall be no 
foolifh virgins at all there, no unclean thing fhallen- 
ter thither; nor by it is meant the head of this king- 
dom, viz. Chrift Jefus; for how can he be like to ten, 
virgins? nor by it is meant the gofpel of the king- 
dom (which Matt. xiii: is called the ‘* kingdom. of 
heaven,’”? and compared to. a draw-net) for howcan it 
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be like unto ten virgins? nor yet the internal king. | 

dom of grace kepr up in the heart of every believer 

(which is called a grain of muftard feed, “Matt. xiii.) 
for how can any foolifh virgins be there? or what 
fhare have they in that? Therefore 1 conceive it is 
clear, that by the kingdom of heaven here, is meant — 
the external kingdom of Chrift in this world: that 
js, the vifible church, or the eftate of the wifible — 


church, which is frequently called in fcriprure, “the a: 
kingdom of heaven,’’ as Matt. vil. a2. and xxi. 43.0 
In which kingdom fome are wife, fome foolifh, alk 


_ profefs Chrift, look for the coming of Chrift, for 
falvation from Chrift ; the eftate of this'vifible church 
fhall be like ten virgins. Te aah pays ae roe 2 


S Bc! Rr, 1 


AAND hence I fhall note this one thing. (eet gle 
Doé?. 1. That the vifible church of God on earth, 
efpecially in the times of the gofpel, is the kingdom 
of heaven upon earth. . 
' For look upon the face of the whole earth, there 
‘you may fee the kingdoms of men,.and.the kingdom 
of Satan, fin and death, which the apoftle faith, 
Rom. v. reigneth over all men3 here is only the 
kingdom of heaven upon earth, viz. in the vifible, 
church; it is not the place only which makes either - 
heaven or hell, (though there is a place for both) but. 
the ftate principally makes both, one may be in hell. up- 
on earth, as Chrift was in his bitter agony ; anda man 
may be in a kind of heaven upon earth, as Chrift tells. 
his hearers, that ‘ the kingdom of heaven was at, 
hand ;”” a man may be under the kingdom of Satan 
and darknefs upon earth, Col. i. 13. which is a kind 
of hell, and why not as well under the kingdom of, 
God on earth, whichis a kind -of heaven, efpecially, I 
fay, now under the gofpel, wherein the Lordhath begun 
to fulfil, that which was but only promifed under the: 
Old 


¢ 
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_ Old Teftament to be fulfilled in the fourth and laft 

‘monarchy, (Dan. ii. 44.) in the time of the New: 
In the ftate of Chrift’s vifible church, which fhould 
by little and little beat down all other kingdoms of 


“the walla. 


ee eee ee eT. Iti 


Reaf. 1. Becaufe the fame king thatis reigning in 
heaven, is reigning here, is prefent here, Pfal. ii. 6. and 
here the faints are commanded to rejoice, to fhout,and 
to be glad with all their hearts, becaufe of the pre- 

- fence of this their king among them, Zeph. iii. 14. 
15.  Itis true indeed he is king over all the 
world; the immediate execution of all God’s common, 
as well as {pecial providence, is put into the hand of 

this king, the Lord Jefus. But as for his enemies, 
and other creatures, he reigns over them as a king 
of power, but he reigns not for them alfo as a king 
of grace and love, for thus he reigns among his peo- 
ple in this church, Deut. xxxiii. 26.27. ‘The Lord 
is prefent with every one of his people, feverally, but 
much more jointly, when two or three of them are 
met together in his name. 

Reajon 2. Becaufe here are the laws of heaven, 
Heb. xii. 25. ake heed (fpeaking of the miniftry*‘of> 
the gofpel in the churches) that you refufe not to hear 

him who fpeaketh from heaven, which laws are not on- 
ly here promulgated (as they be among the enemies of 
this kingdom) but accepted and received alfo, without 
which laws what kingdom could there be? Chrift’s 
kingdom in this world is neither tyrannical, nor arbi- 
trary, to govern without law; no, no, but if he be 
our king he is our law-giver alfo, Ifa. xxxul. 22. 
Nay, the fame laws by which we fhall be ruled in. 
heaven, we have here, and we are now undes: that 
as our divines fay againft the papifts, though before 
Mofes’ time, there was not /criptio verbi, yet there was 

; C verbum 
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verbum feriptum, which the patriarchs had be: 
flood, and afterward until Mofes’ time: S 
here, though in heaven the external letter and { rl 
tion both of law and gofpel, fhall be abolifhed, t 
caufe they need them not when the day ftar 1s 


ye 
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9 Pet.i. 19. Yet the living rules of both for fub- 


lance, fhall remain; the end of the miniftry isto 


bring us to the unity of faith in a perfe&t eftate, Eph. 


iv. 13. Therefore faith fhall not ceafe, when minifters 


fall, and that perfe€&t man fhall come. Our faith 


indeed fhall not then by fuch glaffes fee Chrift, nor 
adhere unto Chrift, by fuch means of promifes and or~ 


dinances as we do now, but without them we fhall 


both fee, and forever adhere to him who is our king — 


at that day; and though indeed the law is now abo- 
lifhed, as a covenant of life, yet it fhall ever remain 
as a rule of life; perfect fubjection to it, is the hap- 
pinefs of faints in heaven, 1 John i. as a heart con- 
trary to it is the greateft milery of the faints on earth, 
Rom. vil. 24. . . : 


_Reafon 3. Becaufe here are the fubjeéts of heaven, 


Eph. i. 19. Fellow-citizens of the faints, not only on 
‘earth, but as ‘Paul fpeaketh, Phil. iii. 20, “ Our con+ 
** verfation (or, as it may be rendered, our free bur- 
geis-fhip) is in heaven.” God himfelf hath cano- 
‘nized all the true members of vifible churches with the 
name of faints, throughout the whole New Tefta- 
ment, here are the great heirs of heaven, nay, -pof- 
feflors of heaven by faith, as others are by feeling, 
as near and dear to God (in fome refpe@.) as thofe that 
‘be in heaven already ; becaufe the fame motive which 
makes him love them, makes him love thefe, though 
‘poor abjects, and out-cafts of the world; there is but 
“a paper-wall of their’ bodies between them and hea- 
ven, only here is the difference, they there, are fub- 
jects'in their own country; thefe here, are the fame 
countrymen, only ftrangers for a time here upon 
earth Some define a kingdom to be dominatus regis 


in 


é nee ‘ Sep OBEN VIRGINS be je rg 
in populum fubjectum. \f Chrift (the king) was pre. 
fent, and his laws publithed, but there were no peo- 
to be fubject to him there could be no kingdom; 
hen the king, laws, and fubjects of heaven: are 
er t together in the vifible church, Here is now, 
the kingdom of heaven. 

__ Keafon 4. Becaufe here is the very glory of heaven 
__ begun, that look as the fame fun which fills the ftars 
- with glory, the very fame beams touch the earth al. 


into the poor church here, 1 Pet. v. 10. God hath 
called his people into his eternal glory, And Rom. 
vit. 30. “* Whom Chrift hath juftified, them-he hath 
© glorified,” i. e. he hath begun it here; here in a fpe- 

~ cial manner is the prefence of the angels in heaven, 


Eph. ill. 10. ‘Here the pure in heart fee God, and: 


_ that after another manner, than many times they can 
in their folitary condition, Pfal. Ixili, 1, 2, 3. And 
what is this but heaven? : 


Geto kL. 


Pie is ies DEE. therefore hence their happinefs and ho- 
nour, whom God hath called out of the world,: and 
planted in his church: ‘What hath the Lord done, 
but opened the way to the tree of life, and let you in- 
to paradife again? Nay, (which is more). what hath 


he done but taken you up into the very kingdom of 


heaven itfelf? where you have the Lord of glory to, 
be your king, the laws of heaven made known, his 
heart opened, where you have the heirs of heaven 
your companions, -and the angels of heaven your 
guard, defiring to look into thofe things, which your 
eyes fee, and your hearts feel, 1 Pet. i. 12. Where 
you have the love of a Father appearing, the Son of 
God inhabiting, and the Spirit of heaven comforting. 
Lord, what is man that thou art thus mindful of 
him!” That when the Lord feeth it unmeet to take 
M C2 you 


fo, fo the fame glory which fhines in heaven, fhines’ 
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you out of this world up unto heaven; that heaven= 
fhould come down- into this world unto you, who 
were once enemies to this kingdom, fhut up under 
the kingdom of death and darknefs, | ftrangers to the. 
common-wealth of |frael, without God and Chriftin . — 
the world, without promife, without hope. 1domot — 
cry the temple of the Lord, nor idolize order and 
churches, but I tell you what your privilege is, and 
thereby what God’s goodnefs is: ] know the world nei-_ 
ther feeth nor feeleth any fuch heaven on earth, but 
foon grow deSpifers fecretly of all ordinances, who if 
they were in heaven itfelf with their carnal hearts, they 
--would not abide there with much contentment, yet. 
verily heaven hath been, and is found here by God’s 
hidden ones, even fuch things which eye hath not _ 
feen, nor ear heard, andif it be not thus with thee, 
blame thyfelf, and mourn the more, who in the midft 
of light art in utter darknefs, and in the place where 
heaven is begun to fome, it fhould be made a little 
hell to thee. habnisn vid 
Ufe 2. Take heed of defiling fecretly the church 
of God: For what do you do thereby, but pollute . 
the kingdom of heaven itfelf? And.the better any. 
thing is, the greater is the defilement caft upon it., It, 
is faid, 1 Pet..i. 4. that the kingdom of heaven above 
is “an inheritance undefiled”’*, never yet the fubject. - 
place where any fin was committed, and this is one 
part of the glory of it. Take you head, of coming in- 
' to church-fellowthip with defiled hearts, and fo de- 
. filing God’s holy things; for do you know where 
you are ?-I know it is not in that heaven where you 
cannot fin, but yet it is in fuch a heaven where you - 
fhould not fin, much lefs defile the church of God. 
It was one of God’s heavy indi€tments againft the — 
church of the Jews, that when the Lord had brought 
them out of a land of pits, into a plentiful country, 
yet 


gic Some think from thence, that the lapfed angels did not fall in the third 
¢aven, but in fome place in the earth; for that is an inheritance undefiled, 


_ yet they defiled his land, neither ‘priefts nor people. 
faid, “« Where is the Lord?” Jer. ii. 6, 8. It will be 
_ much more heavy another day with you, that walk-_ 
ing in the fellowthip of God’s people, fhall be found — 
guilty of defiling the kingdom of heaven itfelf, which 
you fhould be careful to keep as an undefiled inheri- 
tance, which defilements, whether fpiritual or fenfual,. 
as they ftain the very glory of heaven itfelf, fo they _ 
keep you from feeling the truth of this do@tine, even 
of this heaven upon earth in your own experience. 
Ue 3. Let all members of churches hence learn to__ 
have their converfation in heaven, and walk as men 


4 


come down from heaven, and returning thither again, _. 


and that. as it were already in heaven. Paul did thus, 
and wept to fee fo many that did not thus, but did 
“© mind earthly things,” Phil. ili. 19, 20. Donot on- . 
ly forfake, but even “ forget your country, and your 
*¢ father’s houfe, fo fhall the King of glory defire your 
- © Beauty,” Pfal. xlv. 10, 11. Let the reproach of 
earthly-mindednefs caft upon the face of chriftians, 
be ‘wiped off by your carriage, being heavenly, holy, 
loofened from things below. Art thou in heaven 
with an earthly heart? Is not heaven good enough 
_ for thee? Cannot that content thee which many have 
defired to fee, and could not fee, even the Lord Jefus, 
the King of glory in his beauty, in the aflemblies of 

his faints ? . 
Uje.4. Lake heed of pulling down this kingdom. 
Loyal fubjeéts will rather lofe their lives, than their 
prince fhall lofe his kingdom. Fear not enemies with. _ 
out, but yourfelves at home. The enemies of the 
church, did never yet hurt the church, but the 
church’s fins, Zach. vii.4. O! confider what mercy 
the Lord hath. betrufted us withal, that unlels the 
Lord fhould carry us to heaven itfelf, immediately on 
the wings of angels, he can fhew us no greater out- 
ward favour, in this world, than to bring us into this 
his kingdom of heaven on earth. 1 profels, one day’s 
fellowship 


32 


fellowfhip here wine a nivihioa of Hliieeuteined 
chriftians, either mourning together, . sare re 
their God and King together, it out-l Ne 
years’ glory of the whole world, Oho etoevex i i 
den from the world). And will Pi ee this I 4 
dom 2: ‘ een rae, 
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Quett. WHAT are thofe shings that may pal denon 
this kingdom ¢ 
Anf. 1. Ignorance of choke: fins incl may hurt » 
and ruin i ns There are common infirmities which alt. 
‘the faithful have in common, for the Lord pities his ; 
but there are fome that, are proper and. perfonal to 
fome particular perfons, Pfal. xviii. 23. for which the 
Lord is even angry with his own; fo there are fome 
fins which are common church-infirmities, for which 
the Lord will not caft off his people, but there are 
fometimes in feveral. churches proper church-fins. - 
Now the rule here is, if thefe be not feen and lament. 
ed and removed, if the Lord be angry for thefe (as 
vetty he will) and yet they do not fo much as know 
all this while what it is that hurts them, ‘thefe fins will 
Say the roots, and blaft the moft flourifhing 
churches. Ephefus, Rev. i, 4. had her fin; Sardis, 
pee ii. 1. had her fin. Laodicea had her fins, Rev. 
ii. 16. Now what if they never know thefe, nor re. 
sat of thefe, you know then Ephefus’s candlefttck 
* mutt be removed, and Laodicea mutt be fpued out of 
Chrilt’s mouth.. O! this hath been the bane of 
churches, while they enjoyed their liberties, they 
could not, (nay in truth) would not know their all, 
in the day of Chrift’s vifitation of them, and hence 
came their ruin, the caufe of which they faw not ;. on- 
"ly it may be the remnant that efcaped, to whom thé 
‘Lord’ thewed mercy, could read their fins in their 
plagues. Ii isa lamentable {pectacle to behold the 
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Wes RR hat after co great flaugh« 
fufion of blood, they cannot tell the thing 
urt, and doth ‘till wafte them. > 
Self-feeking, a fpirit of felf.. Look as it isina 
or ‘s “if there be 2 common enemy, and the bo- 
: the army which fhould encounter with them, — 
ery man taken. up, and taking thought how he 
m y preferve | e own tent, and do not join their for. 
ces” together for éommon. fafety, it mutt perifh, 
and the kingdom will be eafily conquered: Or as it 
is with the’ bhdy if every member feeks to preferve 
~ itfelf alone, and not that which preferves them all, 
Avie. the head) the body will drop down and die fort» 
dy. 9 Chnitt: Jefus is at the head of this body (his 
church.) » Now it is certain if ye feek to preferve 
your own name more than Chrift’ 's, to give more — 
content to your own lufts, then to the will and heart 
of Chrift; if more careful: of fetching feathers to 
your own nefts, and to fhift for yourfelves, and not 
to attend (every man in his place, the public good of 
the church, and Chrift in it; it is certain God will 
forfake you, and all will to ruin quick! Yo 2 Chron. 
3 es a oe 
Church members of public fpirits, are ever prof 

perous men. ‘* ‘They fhall profper that love thee,” 
Pfal. exxii. 6. That fay in their hearts out-of fenfe 
of Chrift?s love, Lord, what fhall I do for thee? How 
may I be ufeful to thy people? But if back and belly, 
mine and thine, ‘be chief in vagal: this will ruin 

ou. cts 

; 3. League and amity with the enemies of Chrift’s 
kingdom, or peace with our lufts ; it is not fin, ou 
a privy peace with fi fin, and a fecret quietne{s in fin, 
which overthrows Chrift’s kingdom : ‘The Canaanites 
that were left alive, becaufe, it is faid, they could not 
drive them out, how often did they vex, and prick, 
and yoke the Ifrael of God? Thofe fins which you 


fay, you cannot part with, and hence yield to salt 
an 
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and mourn not under them, thofe will rain churches # ic ar 
Some fins you have forfaken, and could forfake, the ~~ 
danger lies not here, wrath goeth out againft ec nag 
faphat, becaufe he loved him who hated the. rare, ae 
2 Chron. xix. 2. es 

4. When the church lays bye her weapons. Wo 2. 
kingdom can be fafe in an ordinary way, where all — 
their weapons are taken from them, or “not uufed by 
them, when their enemies are upon t ir, borders : . 
‘When the church hang by, and lay” afide f faith ‘the — 
Shield whereby we defend ourfelves) and prayer — 
‘(whereby we offend our enemies) what fafety is to be 
‘expedted now in churches : Only be ftrong, faith the © 
Lord to Jofhua, when he went out upon that. great 
fervice of the Lord, Jofh. i. 17. Eph. vi. 13. There 
is no more fearful fign of ruin toa church, than where 
the fpirit of prayer begins to fail ; and verily if any 
people under heaven are ready to mifcarry herein, we 
(that have our fill of peace, and our yokes broken off 
from our {houlders) are in moft danger ; ; but ifit be 
{6, look for fuch fhakings of all hearts, and churches 
alfo, a8 fhalt make you find your tongues, and knees, 
and ears, and hearts again, if the Lord. means to dwell 
with you. : 

5. Not bringing forth the fruits of the kingdom, 
Matt. xxi. 43. Cut that church down that cumbers 
the ground, after many years pruning and wetting. 
That kingdom where there is church trading, but no. 
confiderable’ gain coming in, will confume quickly, 
and die of itfelf. Fruit is the laft.end of the tree: 
All duties you do, wherein you attain not, or, at 
leaft, aim not at your laft and utmoft end, that is not 
fait ; fruit refrefheth others that tafte it; when a 
chriftian walketh fo as another is not the better, ( not. 
much tefrefhed) by him, butit may be hardened ra- 
ther, by a faplefs example, here is no fruit; and this 
calls for the axe to cut down the tree. 

6. Divifions. ‘This pulls down kingdoms itil 

help 
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ing he attempts in ‘the belt 
monly profperous, if the Lord Ee: 
to flumber, and not to be watchs 
irful, and fuddenly fenfible of ‘the leaft Dee 
— It is a wonderful thing to fee what 
of offence will do; a word, a gefture, 
of indifferency, it is “ftrange to 
tters will gore, if Satan’s. 
horns be fet upon them, e- 
Ak ch here men are fet at liberty, and 
_one. nuft have liberty to {peak one thing, 
other, ar ng; I am of this mind, faith 
am not cf that mind (brother). faith, another : 4 
wonderful to fee what a fire, a fecret {mother 
and fmoak of fufpicion will do. But O take heed 
here, Gal. v. 25. Lovethe truth, receive no, opinion 
differing from the mott approved i in the church fud- 
denly, ‘but weep, and pray, and afk counfel, and trem- 
ble to entertain a thought of contention : the firt fn 
which brake out in the firft chriftian church, was, 
murmurings, Aéts vi.1. What follows? Stephen 
an earthly angel, full of the Holy Ghoft, fufters, and 
is taken, from them, Acts .vu.. and ilce this the 
whole church is feattered, AQSs vilis,,.O. keep: ie 
peace of the church, and rend it not for {mall-ma 
ters, love one another fincerely, and you cannot but 
live together quietly. ; 
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Concerning t ie coming te Chri ips 
fi fre 


“FO HUS much of the place; nov 
the ‘time when this preparatic 
in | that word Then, which word ha 
37th ver. of the xxivth chaps : 
-Polbing of the Son of man. | uf Seats 
» Queft,. Now when are iabialins ry lgadgred as so 
,cAnfo We fthall read both in prophetical and apo! ; 
licalwritings, that all the time from the afcenfior 
the: fécond coming of Chrift, is called the laf days, 
Acts ii. 16, 17. Hence the’ primitive’ ‘churches. did 
(long: fince) and all the-churches’ at this day oug 
to live in:a daily expectation of his: coming again a8 
thefe virgins here did. | And hence: fome:think, that 
all thisitime may be the days:of the coming°of! Chrift, 
wherein: all ‘the. churches <eithersdo,? or thould look 
out-for the coming of Chrift. ‘Nowalthough I dare 
not exclude thefe days (in.a large fenfe): frombeing 
the ‘days of Chrift’s coming, as being the Jaft days; 
and it being the duty of all to wait for’ this. coming 
_ofChrift, as well as thofe who lived Jong'before us, 
a Thef.i. 10. 1 Cor. i. 7. yet I believe here is meant 
“more particularly the latter part-of thofe daft: days: 
for.our Saviour having foretold of many: things which 
hall fall out before his fecond coming, yet hevfeems 
to fingle out fome particular time in thefe lat days 
to:which he doth annex this (then), and that is evi- 
» dent:to all that view well the text,. that. they are the 
days of his gone 5 ; for thougn all the: days of the — 
golpel maybe called the days of the Son of man, and 
tome days efpeciaily wherein there is fome’kind of 
coming of the Son of man, as whem he'comes to hear 
prayers, Luke xviii. 8, yet to fpeak properly, they 
are 


ues not all the, day 
he deluge, | but thofe particular 
, fo it is here, fome fpecial tir tines 
Lae rae of sc stapecaie ae 
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ddatiten of Ghiifter : tS 
| all the Jews, and: to: ae n 
fulnel the Gentiles with them, which i Is called. 
© brightnefs of his. coming,” 2 Thef. div 8. 
When there fhall be fuch a brightnefs of the truth, 
- hhining forth in the world, armed with fuch geDead. 
_ ments as fhall utterly deftroy Antichrift, long before 
his fecond coming, aReva xix ag) aor -'.’ Sek 
2. His coming to judgment, Heb. ix. 28: 1:Cor, 
BV. “Wa Aso “When there fhall be an univerial refur- 

~ reétion! of good and bad, 1 Dhefs av.um gy vO5\17 
» Now although it be true, that at the time-of the com 
ing of Chrift, to. calbcthe Jews, the: churches:like 
-chafte virgins {hall wait and make themfelves ready 
for the marriage of the Lamb, Rev. xi. 7. Yet the 
fecond coming of -Chrift feems to be the time which 
is here directly pointed-at.. hem fhall thofe church- 
es: bewirgin-churches, waiting for Chrift’s coming, 
both to their particular judgment, but efpecially to. 
the general, judgment, when he fhall appearas.aglo- 
- rious Bridegroom to the confolation and: falvatiow of 
thofe who im truth have waited tor him the fecond 
time: For-this coming of Chrift {pokem of in thele 
two chapters, Is that coming which is »‘* m power 
“and: great saregead (not in the churches {piritually ) 
but ‘in the clouds of heaven,” ichap. xxiv. iS 
Wherein he fhall-eparate the fheep from the ‘goats, 
the one to lie among devils, the other to poflefs (not 
an earthly wsens hie for: a thoufand years, as 
9 ‘ Pome 


ter, n nor ‘any sorte an t 
face of God is eens and tHere 
merable hott of glorious’ angels, 
him, not only fince the firft time 
but the firft foundation of 
Which alfo Chrift himfelf 
Ags John’ xiv.:2, 3.5 And wh 
only expected, even a city ss earere 


“6. and maker i is God, ”” Heb. xi. 10, EAs 
though this ‘parable looks Pee 
times which are yet to come, yet as all exam 3 
aiftered i in holyeferipture for time. paft, “are applica. 
ble and ufeful for. us, fo thefe that are yet to come, — 
are alike inftructive’ to! us,’ efpecially in thefe times S 
at Saaart wherein the Lord ae ee seer’ oo 
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ba Dell: T HAT in chee days: ‘of Glatt ccomste, 4 
whererein the churches of Chrift, and profeffors) of 
the’ gofpel fhall grow virgin- -churches, all vifible 
faints, when all members feem to be efpoufed to 
Chrift, yet there will be found defperate folly in fome, _ 
and in time great fecurity will fall upon all. — 

Some there are who think the days we live in'now, 
ate not only the days of the Son of man, but part of 
the days of the coming of the Son of man, wherein the 
churches (efpécially in thefe-places)' grow to be vir- 
‘gin: profes tors: Our judgments hold it,' our ‘practice 
maintains it, all church:members are: and inutt be vi- 
fible faints, vifible believers, virgins efpoufed’to 
Chrift, efcaping the pollutions of idolatry and the © 

world : 


OPI ETT 
re, pillo of peace. 3 
world to; make. you. 
. fo, pinching. 
en if no wreftlings 
urity. oe Folly will be. the, 
fo: ence boaft not. Security, 
ill be. the difeafe se sweat if the. 


- th Hee ermo® 
Sheweth ary ay foul, that. Lathe ieemmunon cae 
| hrift, mufe be divorced, from all other lords, parti= 
ve eularly from, lufts, and. ve +06 law. pe manner oa, 
- pndtsvefpoufals unto Goryt. ee pe bar . 4 
VARIO eB a WilgutE cone 
5 ONY therefore to.come.t to the third thing ; ; dee 
J. perfons that make this preparation are fet forth, 
1. In what they all: agree in, and that is, firft, in 
that they are all virgins What are thefe? Anf. To 
comitythe, popifh PD SEDT BAUR s of their nuns, , end 
-mock+vingins, 9: 
sci) fhall rather make. ae “3 feripture £0 give ele to 
sateaiets this, place: for opening of it, know, the 
whole-church may be, called the {poufe of Chrift, and 
take every member alone, a virgin attending on this 
-fpoufe, Pla..xlv. nay the apoftle,, 2 Cor. x1. 2. calls 
the whole: church a vir gin; fo that by virgins are 
‘meant, whole particular churches of Chrift, together 
with the feveral members.thereof.. Now virgins are 
fuch-as are fit for marriage, and not defiled with any 
mam as it is faid of Rebecca,;. fo by virgins is meant 


- -thofe that are not polluted. within or without with pie 
evils 


( 


evils of the world, 
underftood het 
18 C61 tlie, they : 
when efpoufed to Chrift 


that “the ‘eanthg of vi re 
meant fach. churches; of m 
are divorced from all see 


caved into communion. AS 
3 as sept oS ‘ ne “$s E Cc :s ide pas royeayt saps eyt a 
meee SAY Ay 
‘on: a‘. . W Hoever fbek for éverladhing communion 
_ with the bridegroom of the chureh:Jefus Chrift, muft, 
be virgins divorced from all others, and efpoufed on- 
to Jefus Chritt. 
Here were indeed foolifh ones among thefe, yet as. 
foolith and blind as they were, they faw. that. thiswas 
the way, to be like the wife, to be virgins as wellas, 
they, Pfa. xlv. fo. FI. Jer. iii. 19. 20. as a wife de. 
parts, fo ye; “ but how fhall I put thee. among the 
children, &c. you fhall call. me, my Father,” i. €. ONE 
inftead of all other. things, $§ and. fhall not turn ata, 
from me,” Hof. ii. 23. there is there! communion ; 
hence the Lord will, 1. Take away the names’ ‘of Ba 
laam ; Qs Betrothe them to himfelf.. ; raat 94 


SECT. Lhe 


Quel W, HAT is it to be divorced fron alll ther. 
lovers ? 

Anf. \dolatry is called whoredom i in fcripture, and. 
this is one thing the foul muft be divorced from be-. 
fore it can be matched to the Lord, Hof, ii. 2. I fhall 
not need to prefs this here ; but there are two other 
things which I fhall thew, for thefe are two things 

that 


ois ote 


i ftick to i its either | the, 
creature “more than in 


nteoufnefs more than in the 
be divorced And all ptr 


| Jefus. r 


‘oad 15%: oe ge 3ne BW IV. 
Toe cheer cnet we iNeed dks halts afer! and 
pleafures in ‘any creature ; for proof, we muft know 
thd 2 )iw £265 -Cs OE HH 431 

Sap, “The ‘foal: of | every man n mutt have. fomething to” 
quiet and comfort i it like the ftomach : it is death and’ 
hell to-want it’ (as 3 the Hraglites in ‘the wildernefs). 
hence itmutt havéin 

‘a. There is nothing that can comfort the thirty 
corr but it is either in the fpring, or ciftern, foun- 
‘tain, or bottles, either in God, or in the creature. _ 

Hence man haying | loft God and all good there, 
feeks for it in the creature, and becaufe he finds not 
enough in one, digs | for it in another, Pfal. iv. © -Who 
will fhew us any good } ‘ws and hence the foul, becaule 
it ‘fever ‘fotind that infinite fweetnefs in God himfelf, ; 
henc éTuftsatter, and delights in the creature for. ite, 
felf, loves pleafure for pleafure, delights i in the crea- 
ture fox the° creature, ‘not for God, “why { fhould he, 
feeitig he never found content ‘there! > “And hére the 


foul'of man cleaves night and day, committing pi 
ritual 


any foul has communion 
vorced from all creatures thus, 
ter, and content in the creal 
fake. 

Reaf: i. Becaufe’ while the h 
creature befides the Lord, it is 
the Lerd, James iv. 4. Ifa ma 
dity, and. one comes and offe 
he takes it as a contempt ; ; if it be not w 
is wotth nothing ; fo the Lord is worthy 
love, our lives, our fouls though we hada fa. 
of them, and will a man not part with his lufts for 
him? I tell you, the Lord takes himfelf flighted, con- 
temned, and loathed; if not worth all a man’s love, ~ 
he is worth nothing: now the creature is made a 
God, becaufe made a man’s laft end, which is as pro- 
per to God, as to make him the Alpha of all. Here  — 
the greateft wrath is to give a man his fill of the. crea- 

ture. 
 Reaf: 2. Becaute fo long the foul cannot hes nor 
come by the eye and feet of faith to the Lord Jefus, 
John v. 44. and think Chrift better than all ; as birds 
in’a {tring may fly high, but when they come to te. =, 
end of the line, fall down there; and fo though the 
foul flies‘to Chrift, yet when indeed it comes to the _ 
end of parting with’ all, it falls down, and falls off 
from Chrift. Whole men have no heart nor defire- 
after phyficians; when all limbs are whole and ftrong, 
no defire after plaifters : fo while any thing eafes and 
contents the heart, there is no defire after Chrift. 
Hof. iv.-e1 Whoredom and wine have taken away 
the heart.” ; 

Reaf: 3. Becaufe (0 long the heart if it do come, 
cannot ftay with Chrift to do any thing for Chrift, 
Mat. vi. 24. ‘© You cannot ferve God and riches,” 
#. e, two mafters, who have conftant employment, 
and Chrift hath fet us fuch employment. Hence men 

on 


t 
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$ are tame as may be, p promife any thing, 
heir joy in the creature is “gone: Hence on 
de. _many men, after. many fprineings 
choaked by. thorns of the ew Grld Bok ’ 
om the abundant love that the Lord Je- 
I ane ae that Thole have, or look for com- 
th him. Thofe to whom we thew, much. 
om thofe. we expect much again. As aman 
en or. ca t out to be fervant, one looks not for 
ae es him ; but when a man hath given himfelf, 
and made over. all his. eftate to another, now all fovel 
As ‘too ‘little. So it is with the Lord Jefus, John Vie 
«© Will vou alfo a death oF | 


fe 


ieee ee nie 


es Tee foul watt be divorced from the law. i. e. 
from comforting itfelf with the tighteoufnefs thereof. 
For explication of which, we muft confider thefe 
things. : 
1. That the Lord doth not ever give a man con-" 
‘tent in his fins and lufts, but wounds confcience for 
the fame. ' A, 
2. That fo lone as the Lord wounds a man’s con 
fcience for fin, | no creature can give a man comfort 
or content, ‘“* A wounded {pirit who can bear ?”” 
Judas cafts. away ‘his filver pieces; and Belthazzar’ 
quakes, who was but even now quafling in his cups.” 
As aman that hath an aching tooth, « or broken sare 
what can comfort him now ! ° 
_4. Hereupon the law falls upon a man, or a man 
meets with the law; for as all a man’s fortow is upon. 
him, becaufe the tan is broken, all a man’s care 1s 
how he may keep it again. What fhall I do? “As’a’ 
man caft in prifon for debt, ay all is opened’; and 
the law like an earnetft fuitor, . Prefleth hard for 
love and obedience. 2. Promif oth a rich portion, e=- 
auld h ternal 


* 


pes ow mae PARABLE OF THE -_ ‘ 


ners ice the foul, ‘not ee oy be 
confents and refolves to cleave to. it, 


pad 2 Way ate xv. Ifa. lviii., is 2. a if i it fi in ee 
perfeet comfort becaufe of imperfea work, ‘it then 
clofeth with Chrift for to make up.and piece up all, 
Gal. v. 1... And now I fay, it is comforted in what 
it hath, and doth, and here it refts ; now from hencé 
it muft be divorced » What need { prove it, when 
- the apoftle hath fo fully, Galat. per totum, and confi- 
der the young man, Matth. xix. Divorced, 1 fay, 
be. foul muft be from this, .-. 

Becaufe he that doth thus, fets up another 
Chut, and makes himfelf his own. faviour; can the 
Lord Jefus. take fuch a-foul inte communion with 
him? Suppofe a prince be pulled by his people from. 
his throne, and they fet. up another pious prince to 
rule, will this ferve the turn to fay he.is an honeft 
prince? fo though duties be never fo. good, yet not 
to: advance Chrift, is to pull down Chritt.,, 

2. Becaufe fuch perfons do commonly moft op- 

pofe the Lord Jefas in a way of believing, though 

not ina way of doing; the Lord hath more’ ado if 

any of thefe be brought home, to bring them in, they 

have fomewhat to fay for themfelves, they have ftrong- 
er forts, &c. The Scribes and Pharifees reje&ted the 

counfel of God again{t themfelves, and hence no peo- 

ple left to fuch deep defertions as thefe, if the Lord 

intend mercy to them, for they have more need than 

others. 

3- Becaufe hereby a man doth but makea con{pi-. 
racy again{t God’s greateft plot that ever he had a-foot, 
viz. to advance his free grace, Gal. v. 40 you are fale 
len from grace, for nothing makes aman more fit to 

boat 
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fh hamed, ae therefore if hoe come to B heh cr 


ewhat; hence no communion with ‘Jefus Chrift 
in i hale: no, the Lord will tear down this foun- 
dation, and make the foul cry guilty, and make this 
_hufband, the law, to be judge, to examine, and con- 


-demn, and: nuw come to afk, What have you to plead ~ 


for your life and peace? It hath no plea to thew But 
ark Bee it se its duties evidencing: again{t it. 


Yer 
oe rf s fe ¢c T. Vi. 
2. sane s ul now comes to be ctpoued to'the 
Lord Jefus. 
ueft. How? 


An, 1. The foul bcholding the glory of the Lord 
Jains; makes choice of him, as in all marriage-bonds 
there is a choice made, and if love be great, there is 
little ftanding on terms: let me have him though I 
beg with him; fo the foul fees fuch a fuitablenefs in 
the Lord Jefus;'as that it ftands not on ternis, let me 
have him though in prifon with him, though in the 
garden in agonies with him, though in the crofs in 
defertions with him, he is enough, as Peter when he 
faw Chrift on the fea, defired he might come to him 
there, Heb. xi. 26. ‘ Chaofing the reproach of or 6 
&c. and look as Chrift choofeth the foul, 1. “tte 
whole foul. 2. Everlaftingly. 3. Above all sitet : fo 
it.makes choice of Chrift, whole Chrift, Phil. iu. 9. 
2. Everlaftingly, “* The Lord is my portion forever.” 
Pfalm. Ixxiii. 26. *.And before ever you can look for 
communion with him, you muft make this choice of 
him, and glad too you may have him on any terms ; 
Nay put it to any foul the Lord hath done good to, 
and afk it, will you have him? It is fuch a mercy I 
cannot conceive how one fo vile as I fhould have it: 
have him une} Lord of glory, the Prince of life and 


E 2 ee ee 


ay re laid a foundation to thank themfelves for. 
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DP aie 
; peace; O. yes ; hence Peter faid, “© Mafter, win” 


“6 we have that have forfaken all, and folltreeed' thee??? : 


You fhall fit with me on thrones: ; and look as Chrift 
now chufeth the foul above others, as well as imhea- 
“ven, John xv. 16. fo it now chufeth Chrift, ¢ «Whom 
‘¢ have | in heaven or earth ;”’ many when. ‘hey think 


of death, or are dying, then chufe him, but not now, 


or chufe him for outward bleflings, geet fa. 


vour and life, John vi. 26, 27 

‘g, he foul hence gives Wel like me 
to her hufband, to the Lord Jefus, Cant. ii. 16. “ tam 
““ my beloved’s :”” fervants give work for their wages, 
and maiters give wages for their work, but hufbands 
and wives give themfelves one unto another ; ; fuitors 
alfo give tokens to draw on love, not themfelves ; fo 
_fervants in the church, they do for God in hope of 


wages, and the Lord bleffeth themt may be outward- . 


. ly; but he that is efpoufed to Chrift, gives himfelf, 
Lord I can do nothing for thee, give nothing to thee, 
_ but I give myfelf to thee, that thou wouldft work 
in me, and by me, Rom. vi. 13. So the Lord 
is a fuitor to many a man that never gives him- 
felf to him:-he gives them fome comforts, fome 
winning, drawing, melting mercies, but not him- 


felf; they give him fome ‘entertainndent® and good — 


oeds: a thoufand wifhes, as Capernaum aid: but not 
themfelves; but this muft be, if ever you ‘look for 
communion with him: hence David faith, “1 am 
“thine, fave me;” hence fome made fhipwreck of 
faith, they were not the Lord’s ; hence the Lord faith, 
he knows who are his, 2 Tim. ii. 18, 19. his fend 


their tokens again: for look as it is an evidence of 


much love when a man gives the deareft thing he” 
hath, viz. his whole felf to the Lord Jefus, fo it is al- 
fo an evidence of little love, when he will not give, 
efpecially another’s own : thou art none of thine own, 
thou haft but little love if thou give not thyfelf ‘to 
him, without which never look for life and commu- 
nion with the Lord. 


2. The 


- 
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«© 3 The foul hence takes full contentment in the 
' Lord Jefus, as a fpoufe hath enough, would not change 

_ for all the world, as Peter when he had a glimpfe of © 
_ Chrift’s glory, “ Lord, let us be here ;”? or as Simeon 
_. that had been waiting for the confolation of Ifrael, 
_ when once he had Chrift in his arms, ‘* Now let thy 
_ “fervant -depart in peace :’” I have enough, now let 
_ me die, and not live to fin more; and it is certain as 

_ there is f{umewhat in creatures that contents the heart 

- without Chrift in an unregenerate man, fo contrary- 
_ wife ina regenerate, John iii. 2g. if hearing the bride- 
‘ groom is joy, what is having him? indeed they take 
‘content in other things, but as coming from the huf- 
band ; and this you mutt do if ever you look for com- 
munion with him; cannot you be content with the 
Lord alone in heaven ; you fhall never come there 
then, left you quarrel for want of fomething. Men 
“make nothing of this, to bathe their hearts in the fun, 
and joy in what they have, and hope to have, but the 
Lord: may be gone, and you grieve not; why? be- 
caufe other things eafe your hearts. There can be no 

- communion hereafter if you defpife it now. 


Sb eG TY Vil. 
i Ue a8 "Luis ferves to difcover the great error, moft 


common and dangerous of the whole chriftian world, 
who think that they may love and embrace the world 
and the Lord Jefus too, and be faved at laft by him 
too, i. e. they may not be virgins, but go a-whoring 
from Chrift, and yet partake of Chrift, and mercy 
from him: that look as it was in thofe fad days, 
If. iv. 1. fo in thefe days many lay hold on Jefus 
Chrift, they will eat their own bread, live on their 
own lufts, and wear their own apparel, their own rags, 
only let us be called by thy name (Believers) to take 
away our reproach, for that is an open fhame not to 
believe in Chrift : For this is the profeffed Ba of 
ome ; 
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" fome; every one is a finner, andl amone, anda 
great one too, and who can fay his heart is clean, ra 
- mone can free himfelf from fin in this life, and I can- 
not do it if I would: and hence look on Chrifl to fave 


them, though fin fleeps in them: you cannot have 


both: J would but enquire, hath not every man fome- — 


_ thing that contents him? what is it? isit the love, the | 


fellowfhip of Jefus? yes, it may be at a facrament, and 


it may be not; for thou mayett fay, the Lord never yet © 


revealed his love and felf unto me, never yet aflured 
me, yet fomewhat joys thy heart. What think you, 
can you have the Lord, and content yourlelves thus 
with other things? why? I truft to him I hope fo; 
it cannot be fo.\ If the Lord Jefus was a patron of 
brothel-houfes, a protector of ftews, you might think 
‘fo; fome fay they cannot pray to him, nor prize him ; 
why? fomething elfe contents them befides him ; but 
know it cannot be fo: I know a faint may be taken 
afide, as David with envy at others'profperity; but 
when he confiders of it, O what a beaft! he returns 
again. The raven and the dove-were fent forth, the 
one came again and again, the other not; therefore 
as Jofhua xxiv. brought the people to thefe thoughts 
“* you cannot ferve the Lord, and other gods,” as Ju- 
nius notes, fo bring thyfelf to ‘that ftrait: O that the 
Lord would:fet on this one thing this day! when § 
fadly weigh it, it confounds me, and makes me fay, 
Lord, who then can be faved! I know with God alk 
thing’ are poffible, but this is rare. 


SE © T. VHL 


Ujé'2. FENCE we may learn who they are that 
never fhall have everlafting communion with the 
Lord Jefus,, viz. thofe that never were efpoufed to 
him, and you,may know this, if never yet divorced 
from all.others. befides him, Pfal. Ixxiii. 2 $, 26007 
fhall ftay a while,here, becaufe there is never an un- 


found 


= 
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found heart in the world, but as they fay of witches, 
_ they have fome familiar that-fucks them, fo they — 
z _ have fome loft that is beloved of them, fome beloved 
_ there is they have given a promife to, never to fors 
~ fake ; and alfo, becaufe moft men do feem and think: 
they are virgins efpoufed to Chrift;.and look» for 
_ communion with him, and yet not divorced from all 
_ Other befides him. I fhall thew hence, : 
4. When the foul is in league with the creature. 
_ 2, When married to the law. I fhould account 
_ dt happy if any be found out. is 


~ 


) CHAP. V SECT. 1. thioad 
Sheweth the marks and fins whereby the foul may know 

whether he be in league or love with any luft or crea- 
ture, or married tothe law. Br Bobi 


THOSE that never were in bitternefs and forrow of. 
heart for the lols of God. For thefe two things are» 
~ assilear, as the fun sliasa sit pcan x sumo re 
1. That the lofs of God.is the greateft lofss» for it 
is the utmoft and laft:plague upon the damned in hell’: 
my comforts, my friends, means, heaven is gone, but 
if God were mine, I would be comforted; no, God: 
is gone: hence no forrow for any lofs fo much as for 
this. Saul, 1 Sam. xxviii. 15, ‘* God ‘is departed, * 
‘‘ from me.” Hence fore diftrefled. Nay, the Lord 
Jefus, when the Father departed for a time, and he 
knew he would return and vifit him, cried out, 
<< My God, why haft thou forfaken me?’ 2. That 
all men living have loft God, Ifa. lix. 1, 2. Pfal. lvni. 
3. “The wicked go aftray from their womb.” Now - 
1 would demand why men either feel ‘no lofs at all, 
or if they do, have not fo much grace‘as the'damned 
in hell, to mourn bitterly for it, foas' nothing can ~ 


cdmfort them, or if they do, they are foon eafed, and 
quieted 


eer a iyi 
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quieted before the Lord returns? Why furely hereis 
the great caufe of it, they have fome other thing.to — 


eafe their hearts in the want and. lofs of God,.Jer. 
di. 135-74. 6 Men muft have water to. drink, why do 


men live from the fountain, nor go:to it, nay not 


-knowit? Becaufe they have brokenspits, and wells 


at their own doors: fo here. Andhence the damn- — 


ed that-have lived at eafe here all theirdife-time,' as — 
foon-as everdead, then they cry outiof the lofsof 


God; when it is too late, becaufe while they lived, 
they'had fomewhat to eafe themichrainh iaLiaaad: 
hence:many that have lived long with convinced fpi- 
ritsand guilty confciences, when they come to die, 


then they are in perplexities of mind, agonies of heart, _ 


infomuch as their fweat trickles like water from them, 
and ‘their doleful out-cries for lofs of time, {trike to 
the hearts of all that come near them. Oh! God is 
gone, becaufe now all comforts which were their 
gods, and inftead of God before, have-taken their 


final leave of them. ~Search your:hearts therefore all 


you that hear me this day. Wait thou never troubled 
yet? Yes, I have loft my health, «my child, my huf.. - 
band, my goods, and this hath troubled me: But tell . 


me, didft thou never feel.a lofs of God blefled for- 


ever? lofs of his light, his fweetnefs, his love, his fel-. 
lowfhip, his prefence, &c. and this hath been thyvin. ». 
tolerable load? Or if thou hatt felt it, haft thou 
fought and found him? No, but art jocund in that 
eftate, and now and then it troubles thee a little; then 
it is certain and as clear as the fun, there is fome 
creature or content that thy heart is in league withal, 
which eafeth thee in the want of God, and which is) 
inftead of God to thee, and which therefore is thy 
God. It may be thy apparel, thy wife, child, &c. 
and if thou die in this eftate, never fhalt-thou*shave 
communion with Jefus Chrift, “* The mouth of the 

*¢ Lord hath fpoken it.” , 
Sign 2. Doft thou find the Lord aftranger to thee 
in 


_ but 


in all his ordinances, wherein it may be the Lord | 
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{weetly and wonderfully and mightily, yet not alway, 
feafonably reveals himfelf to others. Oh but thy | 


a] 


heart dries and parches away, and that without much 


_ trouble under them all. If fo, fufpect it, believe it 


So 


that there is fome league with a luit. For there is 


a double life of achriftian. 1. An outward life, 
_ which others fee: Men fee he comes'to church, prays. 
inthe family, &c. 2: There is a fecret inward life ; 


according’ to that of Matth. vi. 6. ‘* Thy Father 


_ “ which fees in fecret,” which none knows but him- 
felf, and the Lord; and this is an ineffable commu- 


nion with God, vifion of God, delight in God, &c. 


 Pfal. xlv. ‘“* The King’s daughter is all glorious 


“* within.” There is an open life of prayer, and 


hearing, and fafting, and there is an inward, fecret 


life in all thefe, wherein the Lord acquaints himfelf 
with his people, Pfal. Ixiii. 1, 2, 3. “ To fee thee as 
*‘ I have feen thee.’? Now there be divers have 
this open life; yet wanting the fecret life. As we 


_ love not to live among tombs, nor to have any com- 


-munion with dead men ; fo the Lord is a ftranger to 


them. He may fecretly fweeten an ordinance to 


them, and movethem, and fhake and trouble them, 


but himfelf is a ftranger, {piritual miferies not remov- 
ed, fpiritual mercies not conveyed, Ifa, lviii. 1, 2,3, 
4. ** Why have we fafted, and thou regardeft not? 
‘«* You took pleafure faith the Lord, and break the 
<¢ bonds of wickednefs,” &c. I know faints may be 
thus denied, and it may be for fome {pace of time, 


yet they quarrel not with God for denying them, but 


are more taken off. from pleafures thereby.. “ Thou ° 
« hidft thy face, and I was troubled,” though: the 
mount ftood ftill, But fome there be whom neither 
good day mends them, nor bad day pairs them: 
Surely there is fome content thy heart is bewitched 
withal. . That look as it is with a fuitor to another, 


let him while he comes to her, profefs never fo. much 
ita love, 


ae 
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, and defire love, yet if when he goes from her, 


{ 


caufe they went aewhoring from God out of them. 
The Lord knows (though others do not) whether it 
is fo with you. Look therefore upon thyfelf, you 
enjoy great means every where in this place. !s it 
enough to have ordinances? the ark? No, do you: 
find the Lord in them ? blefled be God. But tell me 
truly, do you find no want of God? Yes. Do you 


find him? | find more knowledge, ftrength, &c. 


But do you find no God ufually?.No. Then either 
fome creature eontents thee, .or if the Lord fhould 
refrefh thee, thou would{t be content without him. - 
Man and wife will (if they love) meet at meals, John 
xiv. But when no meeting, dead prayers, dry fer- 


‘mons, faplefs facraments, worfe than before... If thou 


art the Lord’s he will by. affli@ions purge, &c. 
But if thou continueft fo, looks. for no.communiomin 
heaven, nieset 4 uke at 
Sign 3. Doft thou find no reft in any thing that 
thou haft ? For this is clear, nothing can give reft to 
a man’s foul but God: He is big encugh only to. fill — 
it,and.then a man hath it, Ifa. xxvi. 3.. Now if no 
reft, it is.a fign thy. heart fticks to the creature, yet 


_ thou fayeft I would fain have the Lord : It may be fo; 


but thou wouldft have creatures too. And hence 
God will not, and creatures cannot give the fulnefs of 
reft. ‘Thus it was with Solomon, Ecclef. ii..3. So 
itis with thee, thou findeft thy foul delighting itfelf 
in all things; yet vanity and vexation, and withal 


_ giving thyfelf to wifdom too. It is true, a faint feels 


an emptinefs in thefe things, yet he feels a fulnefs in 
fomething elfe. (He hath better meat which you © 
know. not of) which Solomon. did not for a time, 
yet afterward he did. But thou findeft a vanity and 
trouble, and art never at peace when all is done, wea- 


i 


commits lewdnefs with every one, fhe will lock him 
out. So it is here; never did] know any locked out 
from the power and fweetnefs of ordinances, but be- — ! 
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ry of world: But bith the Lord fwallowed thee u 

- into himfelf, in the cloud of his glory; fo that in his — 
Be our and prefence thou findeft life? No: Then 
: re is fome luft thow lovelt, and dying thus, fhall 

. eve fee the face of Chrift. Yea, this will come as 

2 “heavy indictment againft thee, that God hath fo 

_ wearied thee in thy way. Yet Jer. it. 25. 6 There | 
“isno ‘hope, after thy lovers thou wilt go.” You 
‘fhall 1 fearce find any but feel the creature vain, and 

5 Jey fe not to elk i in God. 
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Byuisbecdee Ghether we are married to ‘he law or 
at" And here qT fhall fay longer. Where I pre- 
- mi Su oe 
. When I pene BE not being married to the law 
sa cait of Chrift, I do not hereby exempt yourfelves 
from obedience to the law, after you are in Chritt. 

“2. Do not think I fpeak againtt all evidencing your 
eftates from conformity to the law; though I do 
from fome fubjection and obedience performed to the 
law. . 

12H tlie law was never deidli in thee, thou art mar-_ 
tied to the law, Rom. vii. 2. Now look as it is with 
a hufband,, if. the wife be fick, and he be at home, 
whoever forfakes her, he will comfort her, and fup- 
port ‘and chear her ; fo that if he chear her not, it is 
a fign he is dead ; if he doth, it is a fign he is alive ; 
for the life ofthe law, is the comfort and fupport that 
the law doth give for a time. So that thou wert ne- 
ver brought to that fore ftrait, that thou haft not 
felt any one duty to chear or revive thee, and comfort 
thee, but haft found fome little thing or other to do 
it, itis certain you are yet married to the law. Ex. gr. 
It may be thou haft been troubled in mind for thy 
fins ; what hath cheared thee? I have. forfaken them, 


and calt o out Jonah, and there has been a calm: Why 
~ 2 this 
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forfaking thy fins (which hath not been all but 
ome) is not Chrift, but an act of the law. Oh but — 


hath cheared thee? I have repented and been 


vailing againft you, and you cannot part with them ; 


and hence dare not refolve againft them. Oh butmy | 
- defire is good, though my will hath ever been againit 


them. Oh ignorance! This defire it but a work of | 


.. the law, it is not Chrift. Ob but | have found no de- 


. fire fometime : What hath quieted you now? I have 


eo trufted to Chrift: You have doneit. The Lord ne- 
= wer made you feel a need of the Lord, to draw you to 
+o truft; though to:be affured of Chrift’s love. -Is this 


a legal a&? = 
Anf. As obedience to the law done by the power of 


| Chrift, is an evangelical work, fo to perform any e- 


vangelical work from a:man’s felf, is a‘legal work ; 
and you are under the: life of the law.’ So that 
thou haft not been brought to that pafs as the church, 
the fpoufe was, Ifa. liv.: 5,6.:- And as one of my beft 
friends, and beft men that lives this day inthe world, 


».after many wreftlings to find fomewhat in him. 


felfto chear him,and could not; now faith he, ‘ if 
** the Lord out of his good nature, &c. do not help 


»v me, Tam undone forever; for I have a heart:and 


“* a nature again{t him, and the more Ido, the-worfe 


of Tam,’? And therefore thither I look. «Surely you 
sare) under the life of the law, and are far enough off 


from Chrift, if not fenfible of this. Not that.a man 
is alway thus; for he that cannot feel afterward the 
Lord Jefus by the power of his grace working in his 
heart, I would conclude, he never had any at all. 
But at firft itis fo. For thefe two things man natu- 
rally feeks, reel 96 V) | 

. 1. To have a righteoufnefs in himfelf that will eafe 


2s To 


fallen again into fins, this hath troubled thee: 
--forry for them, and purpofed to dofono more. “This 
ois the life of the law ftill. Oh but you find fins pre- 


i. 
: As ee 


, 


Nee: 
ayes 
ot ar- 


it. 


** unto me and be faved, all the ends of the earth.” 


see PEE 


a alt 


rb °F; 


get o" 


~ Now the Lord’s plot in faving his, ish. Endaiake | 


\ 
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ig. To have it from hinsfelf : Kitchia phyfic is 


2 ‘not. * 
fatto fetcha sisi x 1cee 


them feek it out of themfelves in another: * Look 


2. To have all from another, that fo, “ no flefh might 
€¢ glory before him.’? And to doubt of this) is to 
doubt whether God) hath plotted the «glory of: his’ 
grace or no. Hence the Lord empties the foul of 


both, that the foul faith, “* Afthurvfhall not fave us,’’ 


_. Hof. xiv. 3, 4. None durft, none can comfort it. 


And now to the wonderment of heaven, and everlaf- 


_. ting joy of a poor caft-away, and the eternal honour 
» oof his free grace, now, and never till now, doth he 
: begin to’make’the match between the Lord Jefus and | 


this poor foul :. And as the Lord never comes to him 


tilbnow, fo he never will come to the Lord, while he 
hath: the leaft good ; as it was with the prodigal, while 
any hufks, or as it was with the woman with her 
_ bloody iffue, while any money to {pend on other phy- 
| ficians) never will try what Chriftcan do. And there- 
>» fore thofe that never yet knew of the death of the law s 
they are yet married to it, Rom. ii. 17. 1 know ma- 
‘ny a foul grieves for the death of this hufband, and 
now. thinks it is undone, I cannot do this and°that, 
- though formerly I-could indeed; I fay, if there’be a- 
»o-nyedove -of Chrift, now is the time of it. Only un- 
-\~oderftand God’s {cope here in it. . 


Sign 2. fa man complains more or chiefly for want 
of grace: or righteoufnels, to remove fin, and not fo 


-much’ for “want of Jefus Chrift: Then in this cafe it 
+ is:as it is with a woman, that man for whofe abfence 
© fhe mourns moft, that is her hufband: She faith the 
- other is, no but he is not. ‘So this is the eftate of 


many a foul, they have neither Chrift nor righteouf- 
nefs: Now they complain fo much that their hearts 


‘fink and die away quite within them: And what is it 


for? I cannot do this, nor do not find nor feel’fuch 
| | figns 
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-figns bana affections within me. Such a vile heart, I 


ok 9w not the like, fuch rifing in my heart to fin and 2 


thoughts of it; why if you had Chrift, all this would — 


be mended. “I can do all through Chrift.2? But Sa) 3 


you complain not for want of Chrift, nor need of hint . 
aber thefetwo arguments, oa 
. Becaufe the feeling of your fins, does not ake 
shui “feel a greater need of Chrift, as John, “T have — 
“need to be baptized,” &c. but drive you further 
from'Chrift, and reafon it cut againft him: And why ig 
Becaufe you would have a righteoufnels without him 
which you ftand in need of. ag epee 
2. Becaufe he that feels a need of the Lor d Jefus, ; 
fhall not when he is offered, neéd intreating to take 
him ; as you fhall not need intreat hungry men to eat 
their bread, you fhall not need to intreat Zacheus to 
receive Chrift joyfully. But no commands, no intrea- 
ties can prevail with you to take him when he is of- 
fered, you have no heart to it. Like women that love 
their own hufbands grieve fo for their abfence, that 
they have no heart to any other offer. Is it thus 
with thee? Then it is with thee, as it was with that 
roung man, that afks Chrift what he fhould do to 
inherit eternal life; he liked Chrift well, but he did 
not feel a need of Chrift himfelf fo much, as of fome | 
more knowledge of the law, and ability io ae AG 
the great plot of Arminians, to make Chrift a means 
only, to make every man a firft Adam; fetting men 
to. work for their living again ; for they grant all grace 
is loft, all comes from Chrift, Chrift gives all, and to 
Chrift we muft look for all; and then when we have 
it, ufe it well, thus you fhall have life, elfe look for 
death: So it is a mifery many afoulisin. Men will 
trade in {mall wares, rather than live on another’s alms. 
Do you think ‘the Lord takes it well to thake him a 
merchant for your ends? Oh no, never look to have 
communion with him in this! 
Sign 3. Thofe that clofe with, but rejoice more ina 
little 


, 
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- fittle” grace they receive from Chrift, than in re a: 
cape in Chrift, more in a little ‘they do, than in all 
he Lord Jefus hath done, Phil. iii. 3. That is a Wos - 
2s s hufband, whom fhe rejoiceth moft. Do you res 
ice more in what you have received from him (for 
‘a hypocrite may receive from Chrift, John xv. 2.) 
‘than in what there is in him? It argues a whorith ~ 
heart, I know a man may rejoice in what Chrift 
works i in him, but 1. not more in this than in Chrift 
himfelf. 2. A child of God may, while he knows 
not whether Chrift is his, do fo: but you think the 
Lord is your’s ; well when you feel affections and life 
then you are glad, when that is loft then fad; why is 
there no life when thou art dead, rio glory when 
thou art bafe, no wifdom, no communion with God 
when thou haft none? Yes, w hy doft thow not re- 
joice in this which is here moft fully, which faints 
prefenting, pleafe the Lord more by, than by giving 
the glory of angels infinite millions of years: Oh 
thy heart is not in love with Chrift, but fomewhat | 
elfe, for here is the joy of all Eanes: *¢ In thy feed 
fhall all nations account themfelves bleffed :”” all na- 
tions, one and another, Ifa. xlv, 24, 2 5. ** Shall all 
the feed of Ifrael be juftified, and fhall glory.” . Con- 
fider therefore this, thou art fometime joyed; why? 
Ol find my heart thus‘ and thus; and is this all? yes, 
for when this is gone, all joy dies ; and fhould I not 
do thus? yes, elfe thou never felt comfort of it: but 
not only rejoice here, but when the beam is gone, 
the Lord is not gone, Rom, vii. wt. when the bottles 
are {pent, the {pring is full. 

4. He that performs any duty. ultimately to eafe 
hie con{cience, he is married yet unto the law ;' for, 
Date are two forts of duties to the law. 3 

. Some are directed to give Chrift content to eale 
oe heart, by feeing God’s love in Chrift, then love 
being hed, the heart fheds it on Chrift again; and 


thus 
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7 h i ith the apoftle, ‘¢ J through the law am . deal 3 
to it, , that I might live to God,”? Gal. ii. 19. — te 


* a. Some are to give the foul eafe, it fees fin, and 


' fears it muft die, and the devil appears, and when ge 


lies down, it fears it fhall never awaken again 3: and — 


when it hears, thinks no mercy, but only threats be- % 
Jong to it: and hence.having no peace of confcience — 


to think God will love it, it. loves duties, doth duties, 
and now takes thefe for good tokens and figns of love, 
and if it feels a need of Chrift, it isonly to.eafe it. 
Now a man is married to the law, when he crouds 
for eafe into the bofom ofit, Deut. vy. 37. they were 
in great fear, ‘‘ Whatever God will have us do, we » 
will do it :”? i$ it not thus with many ? How fhall we, 
know this ? 
Anf. Dott thou find this while fears and terrors of 
confcience are on thee, fo long thou doft feek, and, 
pray, ana hear, and call on God, and when they are 


worn away with time, or Silonenk over with feeling © 


fome good things, and hopes from them, then thy 
heart is carelefs again ; it is certain you are yet mar- 
ried to the law: as many a man exceeding forward 
while preft under fenfe of fin for a year or two; 
Lord! how many hundreds drop away by little and 
little afterwards? Deut..v. 29 ‘* Oh that there were 
fuch a heart alway.” Matth. iii. 3, 7 to 13. they faw 
a wrath to come, hence feared, and hence came to 
John’s baptifm to repent and confefs him. 

5. No man that is married to the law, but his fi 
leaves ever cover fome nakednefs ; all'the duties ever 
brood fome luft: there is fome one fin or other the 
man lives in; which either the Lord difcoyers, and 
he will not part with, as the young man, or elfeis fo 
fpiritual he cannot fee all his life-time ; read through 
the ftrieft of all, and fee this, Matth. xxiii. painted 
fepulchres : Paul that was blamelefs, yet Eph. ii... 
Tit. i. 3. ferved) divers ‘* Jlufts and pleafures, and 
the reafon is, the law is not the miniftration of the 

Spirit, 
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it, 2 Cor. ili. 8,9, which breaks off fro ry 
ere is no law that can give life 21. 
ence many men have ftrong re ons, and 
vallagain; hence men fin,.and forrow, and 
again, and then go with more eafe in their fin ; 
_ examine thyfelf, is there any living luft with thy - 
righteoufnefs? it is fure it is arighteoufnefsthat thou art. 
_ married to, and never wert yet matched to Chirift ; 
hence note thyfelf, it may be thou haft refted in du- 
ties, and fince more light came, faw it; and feeing | 

_ this, thinking that here is all thy error, thou hatt la- 
_ boured to fee the emptinefs of thy own righteoufnefs, 
and the fulnefs of Chrift, and now thou art come to 

_ both, and now well. So then thou haft not found 
out any luft thou liveft in all that time; nor the ve- 
hom of thy old nature; no; why then I pronounce 
thou art yet married to: the law, take and truft never 
‘fo much to Chrift’s righteoufnefs, if under the pow- . 

er of a proud heart, an unclean heart ftill, never fpeak 

of Chrift. age asc! page 

Sign 6. They that are fearful to be troubled at their. 
eftate to-have it prove ill, which a faint may do, yet. . 
brings it outto the light at laft, John iil. 20. When 
a woman is married to a condemned man, guilt being | 
upon him, he loves not to be feen abroad in the fight 
of others'; thou heareft a fermon, and art loath it, 
fhould be found out, loath to be troubled; he.that , 
hath righteouinefs in Chrift will not only bring it to. 
trial, before men, but God himfelf. Now is it thus 
with any of you? what fhall I fay? fhall J fay that. 
_Chrift is or may be thine in this eftate? truly if 1 
durft 1 fhould; blefs. thyfelf, thou mayeft;: but re- 
member that the Lord will take thee to do for it; 
and what is it to lofe communion with Chrift ? I can- 
not expre{s it. The difciples were fad when he went 
away from them in his abafement, but for the Lord 
to leave thee, when in his glory, to ftand afar off 


and fee him go, never to fee him more, when no 
tears 


ae ee + se r 
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all ever prevail again ; therefore if tho 
ydyout this day, confefs and give gl 
thine eyes be tears, that Chrift 
overcome a d draw thy foul with bhOV Ga and 


¢ H AP. ae 
hap x4 > pee FY 
Chnihintne motives and fis io te 


love of Chrift, and to Bi get to bin. 


Use 3.45 there no communion to be had with the 
Lord Jefus, unlefs virgins? unlefs ce 
fpoufed to him? Oh theretore’here is a senor for 
you, chufe him, get your affections, if entangled, to 
come off if enfnared to any other thing, and fet your 
hearts, beftow your love upon him. For it is not a 
alead faith, (but fuch a faith as is eae by love) 
that does ‘efpoufe you to him, , Gal. v. 6.. “ Faith 
which works by love.’? And therefore.as the love 
of other things (not worth looking after) has got the 
~fovereignty and royalty of thy heart, fo this is a con- 
jugal love, when it bears rulein the heart; let Chrift 
have this love.. And as you have loved creatures for 
themfelves, now love the Lord Jefus for: himfelf. 
ésnd as they have eafily enticed you to fet your hearts. 
upon them, now be perfuaded to fet your deareft af; 
fections on him. It is faid of John Baptift, he was 
the bridegroom’s friend, to fpeak for him, John ili. 
2g. And truly it is the main work of the miniftry to 
woo for Chriit; and fo to prevent chafte virgins to 
Chrift. ‘This fhall be my work now, which may be 
feafonable in this decaying time. Therefore I halk 
chiefly bend my fpeech to three forts. 
1..‘Fo them that never yet loved the Lord Jefus; 
unlefs it be from the teeth outward. 
2. Thofe™ 


an 
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Thofe that have been ftriving for this Jy 


eir own feeling come to this. — 
anole that have fo, but their affeatio 


onfider the glory of the Pert ‘hom L hall 
fpokes- man for-this dayiiy.’ “ Gaudh 

Confider he makes love. to Whee: 

2 onfider that all he feeks for is love. . 
4 Confider what he will do for thee, pee he will 
“Wave ee if mon wilt love gel 
eae ; eo, 


3 BCT. Ha 


7 Cte the islory fe the perfon, for whom 


1 plead for love. What can you love befides him? 
Where can you find any like unto him? I know the 
glory of the Lord is not revealed, becaufe the gra{s 
withers not, the flower fades not, ‘the creature appears 
not in his withering vanity, Ifa. xl. But if the Lord 
would but open your hee to fee him, this would win 
your hearts alone to him. | 
Now I fhall fingle out gulp thefe five things, to give 
you a glimpfe of his glory. Lift up thy heart, and 
fays “* Lord, hide not now thy face from me.’ es 
. He is the prince of the kings of the earth, Rev. 
i. oe The glory of the world is a kingdom, the glo- 
rious diamond of that kingdom is a prince in his glo- 


ry ; now for a poor beggar to have an offer of love | 


from the greateft prince in the world, would it not 
tempt her? Would fhe not forfake her lovers, and 
fet her heart on him? Why lock what a diftance there 


_ is between the pooreft peafant and the highelt prince, 


fo bafe, and a thoufand times are all the princes of 
the world to Chrift, whofe dominion is from fea to 
fea, from fun to fun, who fets up and pulls down 
kings like counters, who rules their courts, their king- 
dois, their hearts, and they do not do, ‘they: cannot 

G2. do, 
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but what he will. Other kings are princes 
ulers of! men, Chrift prince of kings. Now 
d not be glad of his love? who having Be 
death, is fet down on the right hand of God, on high, _ __ 
cloathed with endlefs glory, who has kings inhis 
chains, whofe breath is not in his noftrils, whofe fa. 
vour is not fora day, but he lives and reigns forever. 
Now does Chrift reign? Is he a Lord, andin glory 
upon his throne? Methinks I fee Jefus at the right 
hand of God, “your foolith affections have ‘undone ‘ 
you if you love him not. ae. - 

2. He is appointed by ch Father to be judge’ “ 
quick and dead, at the laft day, John y. 22, 23, as 
well as to rule all now. So that if you do maintain 
enmity againft him, he may let you alone, you 
may live in health, and die in peace, in the eye of 
‘man, and in thine own eyes too: Yet there is a day 
coming he will break out of heaven, with a fhout, 
and appear in the clouds in the amazing glory of his 
Father, “ With all his mighty angels, and all the 
“* dead fhall hear his voice,” and you fhall appear be- 
fore him with this body, when the heavens fhall burn 
round about him, and the earth fhall tremble under 
him, ‘and all guilty"eyes mourning and wailing. be- 
‘caufe of him. Then you fhall know what it is to 
‘defpife him, and wifh, O that I had loved him, Rev. 
1%. You that fay you love him, yet by an impeni- 
tent heart pierce him, you fhall wail, even fo, Amen. 
Men do not fee an end of thefe things, nor the glory 
of the Lord another day. Hence creatures are lov- 
ed, and the Lord of glory is loathed. A great 
prince may not be fo highly efteemed, until he ap- 
“pears in his ftate. Prifoners would give any mo- 
ney, much more love, for the judge’s tavour. 

3. He'only is the procurer and author of all the 
good that ever thou didft fuck out here, though thou 
haft neither known him, nor been thankful to him. | 
For look as it was with angels, fo it fhould have been 


man; the wrath of God fhould have been pour- 
ut upon him, and on all the world, and creatures 
d have been tormentors of him, but that the 
rd Jefus begged and bought the world. And 
ace, 1/Tim. iv. 10, called “¢ Saviour of all, but 
chiefly of the eleét.”” Micah iv..4.  “ In his days 
men fhall fit under vines and fig-trees :”’ So that 
os r any creature did thee good, it was Jefus. that 
put that {weetnefs in it, out of his fulnefs, and fet it 
a-work, fent it to thee, gave it thee to do thee good. 

_ Thou fhouldit never have had wink of fleep, never 
reftrained from one fin, but lived in blafpheming 
God, never have heard of a gofpe! but for Chrift.: 
And will you not.love him? O ungrateful world! 

- unnatural generation of men! Why doft thou love any 
creature? It is for the paint of itand goodin it. If 
there be fo much in it, what is there in Chrift- that 
gave it, that dropt itinto it? Never love him if there 
be any thing good.that is not by him, Plal. cxvi..1. 
**. The Lord hath heard my prayer, I will call on 
‘* him as long as I live.’”? Much more when the 
Lord ‘hath delivered, and thou didft never feck to 
Hime ri: ; 
4. Heis the everlafting wonderment of faints in 
heaven; the queen of Sheba heard of Solomon, 
which made her come to fee him, but fhe before ima- 
gined but that which now fhe faw with her own eyes, 
.and that wrapt her out of herfelf. Here we hear of 
the Lord Jefus, of his beauty and glory, and this 
draws faints to him, and when come, they fee that 
which they never faw before, efpecially when in hea- 
ven: then fall down in everlafting admiration at this 
myftery, for the bleffednefs of faints is to fee Chrift 
in his glory, John xvii. 24. Now this lies in an in- 
finite good, this cannot be feen in a finite time : hence 
faints fhall be piercing their eyes deeper and deeper 
into this myftery, and fhall ever fee.more and more, 


but never fee all, and this is their joy and glory in 
heaven ; 
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heaven; is it fo? what think you, is Chrift worth 


your love or not? look upon all the glory of 
field of th is world, you may fee an end of all perfe 
tion, but never here. Sr seat . 


- g, Heis the delights and bofom love of God hin 
felt, Prov. vili. 30. Hence John when he ca 
fet Chrift out, John iii. 35. ‘‘ The Father loveth the 
<¢ Son.” Now: is it fo, furely though you: fee no eo 
tafte not this good, yet there itis; now tell me if 

this perfon do not challenge love! would you not be 
glad to have him? you will fay, can he look upon 
fuch a wretch, embrace fuch a leper as? no furely 
he will never do it. seek = edie apne’ 


roi) Bak On iglese b 


CONSIDER he makes love to thee, not one foul 
that hears me this day, but the Lord Jefus 1s a fuitor 
unto, that now ye would be efpoufed to him: ‘“ He 
“*came unto his own, and they received him not.” 
Whatever the fecret purpofe of Chrift is, { regard 
not: In this evangelical difpenfation of grace, he 
makes love to all, Johni. 12. It is clear, Matth. 
xX. 2.3. It there-be a gofpel in the world, there 
is'this love of Chrift yearning towards all; efpecially 
all'that have this gofpel of peace fent to thém, Luke 
i to. ‘Itis tidings of great joy to all. people,” as 
law 1s tidings of great forrow to all people, Luke il. 
t4. Angels from heaven preached this good will to- 
wards'men. For if the challenge of love from men 
fhould be founded on his aétual love to fome, having 
died for fome, then the offer would be particular. 
But itis grounded, 1. Onhis own worth and glory, 
and hence he challengeth love. 2. On this, for ought 
T-know he has loved me. So that thou art not fo 
vile, but the Lord Jefus his heart is toward thee, and 
his eye'is upon thee for love.’ But it is not all love, 
but only fome that overcomes. 1. Now it is real 

love. 
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Fervent love, 3. Conftant. 
akestothee.  —s_—«=s™ 

. It is real love, when the sotael andi Boinittess 
‘or 1th Me the Lord i is real in his defires, here i is 


“ He that receiveth you, receiveth me ie 
ica the Lord cares not for thee, nor doth 
aI efire thee though he doth others: but 
stile Either the Lord would have thee loath him, or 
love him ; “what think you? eee 
2. AT the Lord did not make love to thee, he wonld 
‘not be really angry for rejecting of this love, but the 
Lord is really angry for rejecting it, and wroth with 
nothing fo much as that, Pial. 11. 12. here he {wears 
in his wrath, Pfal. xcv. 11. when he opens his bofom 
for. thee to aka in, and thou wilt not. 
3. Look but upon the dealings of God with thee: 
4. Haft thou not oft thought fome in hell better than 
thee? why the ruin of millions of men is to win love 
from thee, Jer. ili. 8, 9, 10. 2. Hath not the Lord 
fent many a mercy to thee, not one but was to win 
thee, Pfal. {xxxi. 10, 11, 12. 3. Hath not the 
Lord with-held many. from thee, as here in this wil- | 
dernefs, Jer. in. 3, 4.\. 4. Hath not the Lord fent, 
many forrows, terrors, fears, cares, wearifome bu- 
fineffes, | that yes haft wifhed an ead of life? this is 
love, Hof. ii. 6. 5. Hath not the Lord moved thy 
heart many a time toward him by perfuafions, argu- 
ments which have a power to move the heart, this is 
love, Hof. xi. 4. ‘* Cords of a man.’ 6. Hath not 
the Lord oft melted thy heart for mercies, as David 
when he might have killed Saul ; truly you may feel 
his. love which is much towards you; that, »which 
keeps off thy heart from love is, the Lord intends itnot 
tome, he is not plain with me. But he fends to thee 
his plain gofpel which thou art to attend unto; and 


he takes fitteft feafons to {peak to thee now in the time 
¢ 
of 
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; f aii det aney. 
2 ea is fervent, peWeniia® 
times a fuitor is:real, but he is not eatheh 
the Lord. a. The Lord longs: for this 
2. ‘Pleads oe this, Jers 1. 5. 6° What i ini guity, 
. Thinks Jong for this ‘ime, Jer, xii 27? : 
Epon will © ‘not t e made” ‘clean, when - ‘thal 
ee Seba Mourns whén he hath not this, Ez 
“« Broken’ with their whorifh hear 
$ GRE Riay hy thing for it, ‘all the’ } 
founded on this. 6. If thou comeft no pr 
is content to wait that he may be gracious. 


| 3. It is conftant and continual, there is not a moe 


ment, thou doft not fo oft. breath, as thou smayett fee 
and tafte love, Ma. xxvii. 3. Wa. Ixv. 2. ~ _ After 
all thy whorifh departing say God, that. if ‘man 
fhould do fo, no man would ow he ‘fait th, ¢ Re. 
turn to me :” thou feeft fever a agienres bot thou 
haft loved more than Chrift, yet return. ~ When 
God threatens moft terribly, ‘and fets his pay on re. 
cord, yet then there he minds say but love, Jet: 
Xxxvi. 2,3. 3. When none elfe wil own and, pity 
thee thou art fo vile, yet Ezek. xvi. pagh ‘the. Lord 
faith, “Live, then is a time of love.” sake “Nay, » when 
thou hatt caft away thylelf as a forlorn creature, yet 
Hof. xiv. 3. In thee the fatherlefs: find mercy.” 
5. When he hath thee in his arms, ready to ‘give thee’ 
up, yet then, “ em fhall I give thee’ ‘up, OE. 
phraim,” Hof, xi: 8. I tell thee if one fparkle of: his 
eternal blafting difpleafure fhould fall upon thee, it 
would be fo intolerable that it would fink thee; his 
love is as ftrong as death, no water can quench: itis 
O it is nat fo with man, or great men, once tepulfed — 
is enough: why thould the Lord do fo here? many 
think. time is paft, it is not fo, it is the temptation of 
‘them, that have time, not.of them that wantit; take 
heed this make thee not oa him. "3 
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, It is a pure love, others make love for their 
ends, but the Lord hath no need of thee, or of 


love: he could: raife up of ftones children of 
ife, he could have gone to others, he could have, 
an fetch his glory out of thy ruin: he was blef- 
fore all worlds; and by all thy fins thou doft 
‘but throw ftones againft the wind, or {now balls a- 
geet the fun : why doth he do it? O it is thy good, 
__ he pities thee, as once Jerufalem, to look upon thy 

_ deftruction and defolation : as it is with the elect, they 
- have wrath before their eyes, and hence-perfuade o- 


thers, fothe Lord Jefus. 
peal “SECT: UL 
4 ConsIDER it is nothing elfe but love the Lord © 


- looks for, or cares for. Jove looksfor nothing butlove, 
Prov. viii. 17. and this is the end of all election, ‘to be 
holy before him in love: and mark it if it be a ftay- 
ed love, that conftrains thee to him, you cannot wrong 
him: As if thou come and perfuade one to mur- 
_der his child, he cannot; fo if perfuaded to defpife, 
O bowels of heart-breaking love, 2 Cor. v. And 
furely it is admirable love ; what if it were thy goods, 
thy Ifaac to be facrificed, thy body to be burned, it 
‘was nothing ; but he defires only love, only thy heart 
which has forged fo much villainy againft him: let 
him never be called upon, or profeffed, if not worthy 
of this. After all, is this all? yes, no portion hecares . 
for, and when he has this he has all. Wonder at this 
O angels! oe 


SR i i. 


CONSIDER what he will do for thee, how he 
will love thee, if thou wilt thus love him. 

1. He will fet thee next himfelf in honour, Pfalm 
xlvy. 9. that as the Lord Asis is next to God, OF 
ae i 1S 
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ht hand; fo here, which i is an honour th 


es aM ence never had fach an inet hence 
sie par ake of that honour of faints. 

. He will enrich thee, as it is with man an 
all “ibe he has is hers: fo himfelf, and all his 

“his” ‘God; his. Father, his kingdom is thine, Prov. 
21. “they that love me inherit fomething, others ° 
thing: no ,nothing indeed, only fhews of good, 
find it fo when they awake, nothing their 
thing long : that let thy outward man, y 
ward be never fo poor, thou thal by” 
all. 
3. He will counfel thee: ees ‘David, Pla lena 
made choice of God, ‘Thou wilt guide me bj r thy 
sh countel 5” no greater curfe than to be left to the 
guidance of a man’s own counfel: but here there fhall 
Nor be any ftrait, but the Lord will thew thee ; o) way 
out of it, either by his prudence or providence ; there 
fhall not be any fecret of Chrift that thou acne to 
know, but as Chrift told them, ** You are my friends,” 
fo you are my fpoufe: hence all his. fecrets fhall-be 
opened to thee: tnere fhall not be one aét of thy life, 
‘but ordered by infinite prudence, and wifdom and 
love ; fometimes we are befooled in our own countels, 
and left to them to teach usto depend on the Lord the 
more, yet thereby fhall come out fuch good, that. it 
se be among us as with Joteph’ s brethtén. 

. He will dwell with thee as a man muft dwell 
ait his wife, John xiv. 23. that the great mediator 
that pafles by kings and princes, and will not look on 
them, fhould come and dwell with thee: this is better 
than to have the prefence of kings, the guard of an- 
gels, better than heaven itfelf, that he fhould dwell — 
where is nothing worthy to entertain him, only, fome- 
thing " grieve him. Now this is, 

1. A conftant afliftance of the Spirit, that let the 
foul go where he will, be brought to never fo low an 


ebb, 


* 
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yet Chri will not out, but fome ftirrings, fi 
lookings, pantings After Chrift ; when heat 
th fail, yet God, &c. when ready to give 
then Sagsieh as. Pfal. lexiii. 2. If he 
he will not. be long but return again: an 
. low his affection, know it fo to be, Tf. liv. 
or a little moment,” &c. fo the Lord may depart, - 
hen his prefence i isa little more -efteemed,, come 
i n with everlafting mercies : = 88 a man. may know 
z Gan weaknefies by his wife yet fhe. having not be- 
fLow her heart on any other, he will return: fo if 
ft fay, yet 1 am the Lord’s, he will return. 

Pe He will rejoice in thee and over thee, Zeph. iii. 
17. asa bridegroom « does over the bride: Not becaufe 
of any beauty i in thee, for there is none, but becaufe 

given in marriage of the Father, and for his own fake. 

This day thou fhalt no fooner fet thy heart on Chrift, 

but he falls in love: with thee, and wi il take thee with 
- joys thou thinkelt. he will be angry if thou clofeft 
with him and love him; no, it will be the joy of hea- 

ven, of Jefus Chrift himfelf. 

6. He will exceedingly comfort thee; and look as 
it is with tender hufbands,; then they comfort moft 
when moft forrows betide them; for who could en- 
dure his wife fhould be alway drooping : > So even then 
when nothing. doth or can comfort thee, the Lord will, 
Yfa. liv. 6. For the Lord doth not alway comfort, but 
when in need, as with the patriarchs, then Boe ap- 
peared, when they were at worit ; and thefe are a- 
bundant comforts, 2 Cor. i. 3,4, 5. You fhall not 
need to fcramble for it as many do, whofe hearts do 
not love Chrift in truth as yet. 

4. He will-put up all wrongs, and bear exceeding- 
ly with thee. Many think even when God hath feal. 

ed love to them, if any little fin be committed, then 

they are caft off; no, if under the law fo indeed, but 
when efpoufed to him, it is not weaknefles, nor wil- 


fulnefs can make the Lord caft thee away, but he will 
H 2 heal 
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ye? Ohe, and afflict thee (yet not caft thee 
ne Other, Pfal. Ixxxix. 93, 2% My-loving- 
_ © nefs will I never take away.” Yea, he will forgive — 
both, Luke vii. 47. ** Much forgiven becaufe fhe lov 
“© ed much.” Nay, thy wrongs fhall-be an oc 
‘to”'make him love thee more, Rom. v. “ W 
° abounds, grace abounds.”” TIVO JONAS. 
‘> 8. He will never part with thee, Hofai/ 19 
‘love bim, ‘and he will never lofe'thee. 252 940 
1. No fin fhall part thee and him ; for Chrift.when. 
he enters into marriage-covenant, does not fulpend his 
love on our grace or holinefs, then he! might leave 
oquickly, ‘but on his own grace to wafh away our fil- 
‘thinefs, Eph. v.25, 26. “If a hufband marries a'wo. 
.eman- only for fo long as fhe is in health, then when 
‘ficknefs ‘comes ‘he may: depart.'° But ¢ contra if to. 
‘take away her fickneffes, then they cannot hinder : 
nothing but adultery can‘ part ;! now that they cannot: 
do, for nothing breaks; till’¢ovenant is broken} “And 
othe covenant here is everlafting and fo undertaken for 
by the Lord that it can néver be’brokent! 19) 70) 
2. No miferies cany'Rom? viii! 35} 465137001" Can. 
wo tribulation ?” Itamakes marileave'uss but this'is pe- 
© culiar'to Chrift, he wilb not’leavesi® ovo! ton Sins) 
©) 3¢-Death cannot, it muft:part manand wife, though 
loved never fo déarly ‘before; but-here not; >but 
then he will come himfelf and fetchthee, ‘John xiv. 
‘12,03. take thy foulto the bride-chamber, there to 
be with him°forever and ever, and ‘he will keep the 
duft of thy blefled body, and not lofe one duft of 
it, and at the laft day raife'it;. and then’when others 
ihall cry out, yonder ‘is him whom I have grieved, 
“then fhalt thou lift wp thy head, yonder comes:my 
hufband to comfort me, to crown me; that | may dwell 
“withovhim. \ Itcfhall’ be the blefled day ‘to thee. 
And when judgment is done, thou fhalt. ¢o:with thy. 
3 beloved from the air up to héaven with a fhout, and 
live in his love’and deareft embracing of thee, and this 
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‘ ‘love e and if not ithe: ‘brand of ae sepia is upon. 
_ fa egiSeds ire er! 
air “Objet + a Batt i dace ie, iis f 
— Anfe-\s it -with fuch-a love as makes aos reels. to 
refit, chim?, to wrong him ?.as the apoftle faid, “We 
_ cannot Speak againtt the truth, but forit ; ps for if 
mot, it-issnaught. vo There is-a. aia love i Chrift, 
a8 ito. one, that‘dotk thee, good, -and for ,thine-own 
ends; and-fpiritual for, himfelf,. whereby the Lond 
a onlyis exalted iy Hatt thou,this ? Sojidbs ey 
bev Objei 36) But Ido not hate Chrifte, soo 90: 
10) eAnfi Mb any man do not love him: wih: a pote 
love, let himbeAnathema...) | 
AE Objet: 4,01 cannotdove, Bitvacd soit _ 

-og ednfi) ite! What canft,thou love elfec? Qe! Thou 
canft not love him: fo, well. as thou fhouldtt, therefore 
 clofé: with thim,-and ‘love, will follow. | 3.:Get the 
ssLordto overcome thy heart, Jer. iii, 19 | 

ovix Queft.. -How/\fhall I do it-2..,. SA a 
Anf..1. Set him before thee: * Who  will:commit 
a1 dewdnels while her hufband looks on??? Pfal. xvi. 
IoD SiO 
7S 111d ODES what content thou giveft Chrift by love : 
Smallett duties coming from love are accepted. What 
vmakes thee wrong him to pleafe thyfelf? Leta thing 
io crofs thee,:yet it.contents Chrift Jefus. ier 
6°30 Get him, and wait by faith on him to overcome 
‘aha heart, and the workis donethen.,, Now. will.you 
odo this’or not? »Ifnot, fay then you have had a 
fair offer; andotell the devils: fo,,when- thou goeft 
down 


a 
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hell, as it may be thou mayeft ere long. 
f fetiible fermons, but thefe fink dee 
ft thou love the Lord only? Wilt thou 
ft alone? If fo, then look to it. In this 
man killed her child, and fhe faid when — 
her. child fmiled upon her. Wilt _ 
love now when he {miles upon t 
Afterward the Tepented but it was too late... Wo € 
when a have a mind to fome other, murder thee > 
hufban s, but if. known, ‘burnt they mutt be. — But 
wilt thou have him and ie him alone? O if perf a Z 
ed to this, then happy forever. Let this day! Woke: 
ginning of eternal glory to Ay foul, and the me of 
peace be with thee. 3 


country 
fhe did i 
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Sheweth that a man hath no pot wer in bim ifelf to do any 
« fpiritual work, out that he mie receive all ae 
_ Chrif. ' eecAn 


Ufe 4. HENCE we fee a necellity, ats ever we 
look to have communion with Chrift, to do all fpiri- 
tual work, all we do (theologice ) from the mighty 
power of Chrift, from the life and fpirit of Chriit, 
To bring forth no fpiritual aG@ but from Chrift, and’ 
for Chrift, (I fhall put both in one, and the latter j in- 
to the firlt ; for none aét truly from him but it is 
for him) for you know if a woman bring forth chil- | 
dren to any other but her own hufband, that woman 
hath loft her chaftity : So when men fhall bring forth 
the fruits of obedience to any other, from any other, _ 
but from Chrift, they lofe their virginity, their chaf- 3 
tity, without which no communion with Chrift. For 

I have ever made two parts or degrees of chriftian 
purse (as it is in outward chattity.) 

The foul fets its chief affeGtions on Chrift eae 

Sar look as it is with a woman, though fhe cannot 

do 
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do much, nor deferve his love, yet her hea 
_ herfelf is his, Cant. vi. 3. ‘1 am 
€d’s.”” : | 
2. The foul brings forth fruits of to 
ft, «..e. from Chrift and for Chrift 


: 2 ‘ 
e the woman brings forth fruit of her womb to 
her hufband; and this is fet down plainly, Rom. 
_ vil. 4. The firft we have handled. Gara dite’ of 


this. And that I may prefs. this which is o&much 
fe to you, give me leave to exprefs mylelf in thefe 


~ conclufions. 


Y 3 2% A Cate | ‘ : £7) é 
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~Concl. r. HAT all men living nakedly, confider- 
ed in themfelves, have loft all power to do any thing 
that is good, Rom. ii. 12. “* None that doth good.” 
. 4. His light is quite extin@, and his eyes quite out’: 
hence faid to’** fit in darknef$ and the fhadowof death,” 
Matth. iv. 16. now a fhadow is a privation of fome 
light, this of ali light, hence called darkne(s itfelf; 
take the blindeft Indian, he is a witnefs of this truth, 
and a right picture of a foul fallen from God: hence 
becaufe he cannot fee he cannot do, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
2. All that life he had to act well, is loft too, Eph. 
ii. 1. he is dead in trefpaffes and fins: he cannot 
breath, nor fpeak, nor think, nor do one thing that 
is good: I fay nakedly confidered in himfelf. And 
hence look upon a man quite forfaken of Godin hell, 
there you may fee as in a lively looking-glafs what e- 
very taan living is when the Lord leaves him: he. 
can blafpheme, he cannot love him, he can contemn 
God, he cannot efteem him: he can wifh there were. 
no God to punifh him: he cannot fubmit unto God 
though he leaves the moft heavy load upon him, and 
you fee not yourfelves until you fee yourfelves here,. 


and fee, yourfelves thus. 
| ; SEC T. 
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Ci om uae ast? 
- Conel. 


2. | HAT unto fome men efpecially, nay 
to all men almoft, though vile, yet more or lefs th 
Lord gives a power to act, and live, and move, and 
to do many-fpiritual duties, or good duties from them 
felves. For as there is a breadth in the ways of grace, 
that every chriftian hath not the like meafure of grace, 
fo there is a breadth or latitude in the ways of fin: e- 
very finner breaks not forth into the like meafure of 
fin, but fome are far better than others; as the three 
_ grounds that were bad, yet, one better than another. 
Now how comes this about? why, the Lord gives 
that power to act (as all the knowledge of 2 God) by 
the light of nature (falfely fo called) this is the work 
of God, Rom. i. 19. Hence all terrors, and comforts, 
and duties of confcience, are all from God : fo the hif- 
torical faith of the gofpel which many have, and fo 
to. confefs and profeis no falvation but by Chrift, to- 
gether with a readinefs to die in defence of this truth’ 
and religion, and joy from this, and reformation of » 
life upon this, none of thefe are natural to this foil of 
a man’s foul, but all are planted there by God, 1 Cor. 
xii, 2, 3. and fo that man can act according to the 
law, be ftrict in Sabbaths, frequent in fattings and. 
prayers, &c. it is from God, Rom. x. 2. And why — 
doth the Lord work this? it is elfe no living in the 
world among men, and becaufe Chrift is the politicum. 
caput, and hath bought all men in the world to be his 
fervants, hence gives them gifts which he turns for 
the good of his people: but yet this is the nature of 
all thefe abilities, that a man acts from the ftrength 
and power of them, not from Chrift, Mic. iv. ». 
Other nations ‘* will walk in the name,” &c. and 
the reafon is, | 

1. Becaufe every man is under the guidance either 
of the firft or fecond covenant, and power of either : » 

now 


3 
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as the power of the fecond covenant Is to. 
in out of himfelf to another, and fo to n 
rom another : fo the power of the firft 
an into, Himafelt: bys PAESOTS, auth me 


shite impotiible & but at they 
felvese:: sox gouty 160 


_ proveme Paci ise : ‘obtiedad nko never! 0h ma?" 

_ ny. good things in.man, nature; i.e. am ill ftomach): 

when difeafed, is ftrongeft, there nature'turns all into’ 
the humour, and fo a man dies at laft ;: fo the’ power " 

- of fin in nature being: more: powerful than’ any’ grace | 
which-byicommon work» is’ given it, ever turns'that 
grace into itfelf, and-leads itinto captivity, ‘bondage, 

and fervicelof litfelf 5 fo that-therei is never a grace bees 
it is thade.toferveifomeduft, asin Jehu, in Judas, &ev° 
and)God: complains, Uawxliiec24s So ‘this'T fay is” 
thevcafevofi thoufands»unregeneratey who can do ma?) 
ny good things, but from sthemfelves,: which: God's & 

- hath ‘wrought toc)vand chence:many.a ‘child sof °God'! 
hath been ‘leap hindered from converfion, and others © 
not converted atall, becaufe: they have thought wic- - 
ked men: whom God: minds to damn, are fuch as* 
have no good, «nor .do no. good, or if they do® cep x 
have itnogdrom God ; but it is not forwith.me, for? 
I havesand: doemany good things; which }'acknow?” 
ledge come from God; and I thank God I'am not‘as™* 
other men? “Now mark, it is true, nakedly confider> 
edj no good*could*come from unregenerafe men, but ~ 
yet the-Lord gives:power to! many to'do 5 forthe: Lord | 
has:done to: thee) and thou haft/been thanfab for ity 
And this‘is ‘Common, many account thenrfelves preat * 
finners, but yet they can believe: many fay’ they can 
do little, sbut their defire and willtat’ worit is to-do 


tell them thefevare not right, unlefs they come ne : 
the 


ee 
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ord ; they will fay the Lord doth all, and they 
edge it, and fo I believe, and it is true 


ich a work of the Lord as is peculiar 
elect, be é when the Lord hath wrought thefe 


thele, for the Lore never yet wrought any ¢ 
ple, but after they have had it, and tafted « 


them feel a want: of it, ‘and made thief fetch 1 
vith fighs, and. groans, : nd tears 5 now it 
been fo with thee. Wiese : 


‘Se C ro ae co DPaanDi 

Cen a Tat it is moft pleafing to nae and a 
greeable to his nature to. a@ only from huwiele: As 
it was with the prodigal, he defired his flock in‘his 
own hands, and while any thing lafted, he would ne- 
ver come home ; and hence thofe, John vi. 28. What 
Shall we do. to work the works of God: and when 
Chrift fpake of faith, they were ftumbled there, info~ 
— that divers did forfake him. 

. Becaufe man’s acting from himfelf is beft able to 
Sess his own ends, to which you know a man is gen- 
tly and neceflarily carried: for no man out of Chrift,. 
but his own ends draw him; ; now Chrift crofleth a: 
man’s own ends, and to live on him is to live on him 
that will confound them of their own ends, or elfe no 
life there: Hence they live from themfelves.. As it is 
with a'crafts-man, or artificer, propounding the gain or 
credit they may get by being excellent in their trade, 
may by their own ftudy and frequency of acts, grow 
dexterous, and very fkilful at lait, and hence delight 
in it; fo here, profeffion and pradtice of religion may 
be.a man’s trade which he may drive for his own ends 
afid gain, and hence may defire to be excellent, and 
by endeavour be excellent, and profit exc eedingly i iD 

many 
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excellent Pidow mince: hence he acts al 
himfelf, Rom. i. 14. 
. Becaufea man naturally knows not h 
from Chrift from heaven, Rom. We lid. ; 
1 them as with a child caft off by the Father, and 
fome hard matter, becaufe they have . no father 
intain them, they mutt live as they are, and do 
rell as they can. A man comes to pray, knows not 
to fetch {trength from Chrift, and he mult Pray, . 
ence prays as well as he can, ety! 
* he ae Becaufe it is fo hard a thing to live u upon ano- 
ee it is eafy and fweet toa {piritual heart, but moft 
difficult to any carnal heart, John vi. Chritt tells 
them they muft eat his fleth, they fay, “Who can then 
“be faved? Had and many departed. Men had rather 
make holes, and keep water in their houfe,, than have 
‘it far to fetch, and when they come to fetch it, to he- 
ftow fuch ftrength i in drawing of it. 

4. Becaufe every man thinks he loves and cares for 
himfelf beft, and fees no God nor Chrift caring for.or 
loving ‘of him more than himfelf; Hence a man plots 
for himfelf, and lives for himfelf, and all from him- 
felf. As when Jofeph’s brethren faw their brother, 
then they eame down and lived upon him; before 

‘ they ,came to him indeed, but with their money, to 
live of themfelves. And thus it was with the young 
- man, ee Sell all and have riches in heaven:” No, he 
loved himfelf; and cared for himfelf better than gay 5 
hence would not commit and give away all to Chrift. 
ae Becaule whatever a man does from himfelf, ei- 
ther it is good,, or he thinks it fe, or hopes af “Dot, 
God will accept it.. Some evil in, it pernaps, 
but he hath his allowances which will make it. 20, 
fome good defires or faith in Chmift, and hence hopes 
if not thinks God will accept of what comes from him- 

. felf. As, Proy. xxi. 2. ° All a man’s ways are right 
‘* in his own eyes. ”” And truly nature and fatan have 


ever been imitators and apes of God, to forge and 
, a ~ make 


bbs 
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ace like true grace, hence deceived. Thi 
fing to men, is the practice of moft men 
tof Chrift. And this is one of the g 


part of the inward, fecret, fubtil, fpiritual wh 
of I. Thus men may forrow, when yet | 
little 


forrow, and fo in other cafes. 


SAB, BCT Vi 
Concl. 4. THAT. all thefe works, though good 


* in themfelves, yet are moft vile before the Lord tas = 


Chritt {peaks of the Pharilees, it is abomination in the — 
fight of God, which is glorious before man, Luke 
aa a SRoue ee MP shi a ae 

1. Becaufe hereby the foul deprives Chrift of the 
end of his coming; for all men having loft the ftock 
and power to live, the Lord hence will truft no man 


~ with it again; hence puts it into a furer and better 


hand, that thither poor, blind, dead creatures might 
fly for life, and when-they are there, live there like 
bees on their honey, John vi. 27. and xvil. 23. He 
might never have looked after you, and will you de- 
fpife him now? What folly and unkindnefs is this, 
that when your pits are dry, and bottles empty, and 
fouls miferable here, you will not (I do not fay fip) 
when water ruts by your door, but not live. 

2. Becaufe whatever comes from felf, it is ever for 
felf.. A man can do nothing from himfelf, but his 
laft end is felf. As it is with water works, they rife 
no higher than the fpring, Gen xi. 4. ‘* This Babel 
** T have built,’? Dan. iv. 30. And'a man that has 
but common grace, look as by virtue of that grace, 
or gift of God, he may aa for God, becaufe it came 
from God; fo nature and fin being more powerful 
than that grace, hence he never fo aéts for God; but 
in the laft place aéts for itfelfas in Jehu: Aad fo a 
man makes himfelf his own god. . | 

3. Becanfe whatever a man does from himfelf, he 

| ; will 


=e 
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1 grow proud of it, Rom. iv. “ Not o 
left any man fhould ‘boaft. eS Ereges Jo 
vid to take the city that he might have 
‘This robs Chrift of the glory. 
4» Becaufe whatever work is not don ; 
Lord Jefus, is a dead work, which a living { 
a nie Chnift, and a living Spirit” loath, Heb. 
** Sprinkle your confciences from dead works.” 
Weg #7 filly works are fins, dead ‘works are good works 
done, but not from the principle of the life of faith, but 
age 4 nature. eae as caipeaee is the mee of the 


ase 


“tion ‘that i is. - the Podniae oF life, bt the life itfelf that 
- flows from it as from union of foul and body, the foul 

_ is not the life but the principle of it,hence as foon as it 
» is out, the body is dead: So, &c. And do you not find 
it thus, whenas — do many duties, how tedious, wea- | 
rifome are they? yet mult be done, this is a dead 
work. What comfort, what peace is there, when dak 
have done them? becaufe not from life. . 

s. Becaufe what comes from felf, comes from all 
‘fin, it is dipt and died, and tainted and poifoned with 
all fin ina manner. * Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean?” 

6. Becaufe when a man will act from himfelf,and not 
fuffer Chrift to a@ for him, he will not have Chrift to 
reign over him, he pulls down the kingdom of God. 
that fhould be within him. For when a man pro- 
feffeth Chrift is king of his church, he is nowa king 
in name: When a man feels an impoflibility to rule 
himfelf, and hence defireth and chufeth Chrift to rule, 
now Chrift is a king by choice: When the foul after 
this choice, depends on Chrift for what he chofe him 
for; and the Lord works, now Chrift is a king 1 in» 
deed... Now if you will not haye the Lord to reign o- 
ver you, you will be found enemies to the Lord’s 


kingdom. 
S.B.Oors 
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les Hence it will follow, The ee 
and only from the Lord Jefus. Chrift 
| ‘fruits of love it thews to Chrift, to b 
them forth from Chrift. Which doth not only 
éern them that never yet knew Chrift, and yet 
up themfelvés in what they have and do, but 
that be in Chrift in a fpecial manner. For Jo 
2. ‘ Every branch in me that brings 1 not forth 
It is not meant of one indeed in Chrift,_ 
bring forth fruit; but every branch, i. e. b ard 
profeftion, fo that it brings not forth fruit, but af pears 
fair, and deceives man, God will caft away : Anc 1 with- 
out me even ye difciples can do nothing. ae 

Quelt. 1. How is the foul ta act from C. ‘brife only, cohen % 
it hath life, efpecially the elect? ‘ 

Queft. 2. By what means may oe be done, to get and 
kecp this ote 2 

Queft. 1. How is the Soul io adl from Chri/t alone when 
there is antisfeaen within ? 

Anf. 1. It the foul feel no power to act from grace. 
recelv eas as faints fometimes do either after God’s de- 
ferting them, or their forfaking God long, or after 
fome hardening fin; then it is clear the foul in ‘this: 

eafe is (though not in a way of carelefnefs) to de- 
pend upon the Lord Jefus, that he would quicken and 
help. As David after his grofs fall, *¢ Lord create in ~ 
me aclean heart. And Ma. Ixiii. 17. ** Why haft thou 
hardened our hearts from thy fear? O return!” In this 

cafe the foul is not to bring the foul to God, but God 
to the foul. As many a ‘chriftian cannot prize nor 
love the ‘Lord nor his ways, he is not to fay, I will 
bring my foul and offer it him; but look to the Lord 
that he would raife my dead affedlionis again. As the 
centurion of his fervant, **{peak the word,” &e. Chrift 
marvelled ‘at his faith. Men think ‘when they feel 
nothing 
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ce comes one of thefe three am 
» Either the foul cannot love Chrift w. 
h laws it cannot fubmit to. And hence a 
nee {aid to me, If the leaft thing was left fo 
myfelf, } could not love Chrift ; but now 
1 brought low and can do nothing, 1 he se all 
help we need. ‘This makes the [poufe go to the 
fom of her hufband, Pfal. CxVL. 6, z. Or elfe, 
‘It cannot do it, for corruptions in a faint is too 
: or his grace, “ Tam. but a child, and thy peo- 
ple many,” it Kings i itl. 7. , Hence Bh muft be 
ftrong i in | ‘Lord. 
Or 3: lf it do, it never has any peace in what it 
does, the duties never fo well done. Whereas other- 
wife. ‘the pooreft duty done from Chrift, witne{s Heb. 
xi. 4, 5. asa-child begot of the Father, he will own, 
but other children not. If any poor tired heart that 
hears me this day, thou haft been’ making thy brick, 
and promifes and vows will not help, now away to 
the Lord, if ever help now it is when moft helplefs, - 
a. If you can do any thing favingly good, the foul 
is bound now (by the power of faith) to ftir up itfelf 
to act, though not to truft to it alone, for fometimes 
the foul hath the regenerate part uppermolt, and the 
prevailing Spirit of God, Pial. xxi. 3. which comes 
to him, and gives it power to act before. the foul 
come to it. Now a manis bound to act; becaufe. it 
is from Chrift now, Hence Vimothy-was to “ ftir 
up the gift,” 2Tim.i. 6. Hence complained of 
them, Ifa. Ixiv. 8. ‘* None ftirs up himlelf to.také 
“ hold on the Lord.”?, A man mut ftir up himfelt 
to believe, as well as other graces, hence the king- 
<; dom of heaven, is taken with violence,” and 
though corruption is ftronger than grace, yet grace 
aflifted with the Spirit, is flronger than it, which is 
lever quite out of the foul, but itis in the foul, I 
John iv. 4. ‘§ Stronger is ‘he that is in you.” And 
ke 


~ not find the Spirit 
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srofeffedly, ‘* He purgeth himfelf, 
ee the evil one toucheth him n 
4.3.. But mark, truft not “barely. to tk 
: . u do eo withal Lance Lord! 


Ca « ie you 1p the ‘Spirit 
Se yEherelors ever hold.u fails, b 


then. when any. tempt: tation. comes, 
| ftrength eee at hand tc 
if he be not to ftir up himfelf ag ainft_it *: 
fer himfelf to be carried down by it. Hence ; 
_ may negledt_all duties a long time, if he do ne 
the Spirit affifting, if fo be a man muff not fti 
up; and fo (will fome fay) a man may. “May, ? what) 
fhall I fay. tofucha fluggifh foul, but fleep on? B 
know it, the Lord willawaken thee, fhen you fhall _ 
fay, O that I had improved the talent I had! nd 
if you do find Chrift. in fuch a condition, know. it” 
they be but the laft vifits of Chrift before he departs. 
You can do more than you do, and the Lord will. < 
have you do it. 

Object. . But ! cannot do it for goad ends without | 
Chrift. x 
Anf. Yet do the things as far as you can, elfe ee 
you owe another a debt, and will not pay, becaufe : 
not for a good end, that excufe will not ferve: So. 
you owe the Lord your lives, your fpirits, your abi- 
lities ;. lay them out for the Lord, though evil be in. 
them, be humbled for that. Is this good tequital 
to fay you find your hearts dead in prayer, and God 
muft do all, and there leave it? . 

3. Youware to expect and look for power from the 
Lord Jefus in the ufe of means,, all known means: 
For faith fetches all from Chrift, hence we mutt go. 
thither where Chrift is to be found, and he dwells in 
his houfe, in his ordinances : ‘Therefore there you | 

muft 


ed 
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yades fon over the fea for pearls, but gets ir 
2 and there he fits fill ; - fo here, Mattl 


you that know you can do nothing, b 
{pirit of conviction, and hence do no 1 
pirit of floth and neglect of means,’ by virtue 0: 
of prefumption, and fay, Chrift neh do all, 
cu take not the right courfe for the Lord to 
-youin. The Lord will never be a flave to thy 
-floth, but thou fhalt be like a fhrub, never to fee good 
when i it comes, and fhalt die in horror with this, O 
I might | have done-more! Hence you are worfe than 
the other, that think if a man fafts, prays, watches 
againft his diftempers, mourns for want of Chrift and 
grace, and follows God hard here, he is a legal chrif- 
tian : Why, thefe are but his own works, and this 
is not living on Chrift. I confefs bare ufing them, © 
or trufting to themis not, but he that lives‘not on 
Chrift in ufe of means, (thefe and all other means) ~ 
to find Chrift, or enjoy more of Chrift, fhall never 
have him. Neither do 1 know what turning God’s 
grace into wantonneis is, if thisbe not; and undera 
liberty to be a fervant of corruption. I know not 
whether it be thus with any, but if I did, I would pi- — 
ty them. — 
4. If the foul cannot every moment live on Chrift, 
#, e. for every particular act, havea diftinct act of 
faith, for this cannot be, yet every fit feafon that it 
can, it ought to lock up to the Lord for life and frefh 
ftrength. ” Pray as it is every fit feafon. And as 
he brings forth fruit, fo he goes for fruit in feafon, 
Pfal.i. 3°" And ben the foul does suas the Spirit 
of the Lord helps, when the act is ceafed. | 
“ the fit feafons are, 
. At beginning of any action, as prayer, hearing, 
read All the tinte'a man is in his journey, or in 


his work, he is carried on by the aft of faith at firft 
K fetting 


on en our Dae athe? to “tie ‘as Mofes lif 
his hands, and when they were a, Aaron 
Hur fupported | them again. — : 

| Wheat a man feels himfelf ftrong, aioe 
tt felf- confident ; _ now Lord for an “humb 
And thus. you ate” to live on Chrift,; ‘which’ 
3 would make a chriftian’: 's life glorious; res aa 
content to the heart of Chrift!’ But here is’ 
fery, either the hearts are full “aah gee 
ful, and. care not for living fo. That’ truly T¢ 
wonder to hear and fee fo many withering treés, ‘as. 
though blafted by wrath, becaule you fetch not all 
out of this ftock; and Chrift is fuch a flranger, be- 
caufe you are fo feldom with him’ to at and bring 
forth fruit to him. © eu. iS BRS 
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Cnsrsice: sf ite! edns Wine tear Chit Ten 
fus, and indeed herein lies the {kill and'life 6f a chrif- 
tian, and this is the complaint of many a foul,’ -Chrift 
is full, and he is not for himfelf, but for thofe that 
want, and I come to\him when { want it, ‘and'yet I 
’ find no help; and hence many are brought: to think 
either it is in vain to come to Chrift, or elfe have 
no faith in Chrift ; I will ther efore premife thefe three 
things. 

1. That a falfe, double, treacherous, difloyal 
heart to Chrift cannot expect any thing it comes for 
unto Chrift. As it is with a woman, that't though 
others do not, yet her hufband knows fhe is fallen 
in league with: tune other man, he will be ftrange tO 

Dek. and will not do any thing for her, john The alt. 
** He knew what was in mau? as it is in erafts, 
“James 


‘ Sea 


‘ 


Tes meverdo, ‘* lam. n. weary. a sur new n 
athe Lord, and you falt,and pray, and 
er, for you faft for debate: and theref 
confidered as broke of | fro 
/ Not one: that J feels. himfel lf 
Oh a one may be deli 


- 


1 my ‘fin, and 
w lam; acid is 


in. the di {penfation is grace to. 
ly free to give it when he will: 

; man that 1 works for his wages, muft in juttice, 
hz s wage when. his work i is done: but he that 
begs is living. mutt be content to ftay. We liye 
by faith, and free gift, not by works and deferts, and 
hence mutt wait and ftay, Mic. vii. 7. Hence let a- 
ny man think fenfibly to receive what he goes for to 
the Lord Jefus prefently, as many feel a want of 
grace, and think the Lord hath promiled to help, 
and now how would it make for his honour to give 

but: find it not, and hence grow ae or difcouraged, 

and think itis-in wain-to feek ? no, no’; Chrift’s 

hour: is not yet come, when you think itis, Johni iis 
*£ My hour is not yet come ;’’ and hence many get 
nothing becaule they lie out of the way of the cove- 
nant, yiz. to think, O the Lord owes me nothing, 
and I deferve the contrary. 

3. That no man is to look to receive all that which 
he comes to the Lord for, but only fo much as is fit 
for him:.a man may ae) much ftraitnefs, and he 
would have many, enlargements; he fi ve niuich 
deadnefs, and he would have ee overflowing af- 
fections, and he comes to the Lord for it, and the 
Lord SHG? fome ; doth he not? do you not find it? 

: ree K 2 can 
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cal fay you feek the Lord;:and attend on 
- Lord in vain with thefe hypocritesi?: Matth. iis 
but yet methinks more would be better. 


True, 
do you know that? I think fo, that it would be mor 
for his honour : You think fo, then it feems‘you 
one eye more than Chrift, and that he is very.ca 
and foolifh,in raifing his own honour: O- r 
thofe thoughts, he gives you fuch a coat as is fit for 
you, fuch a fail as fits your boat, fuch fhoes:as fit: 
your feet, Pfal. xxi. 5. “* Honour and majefty haft 
<< thou fitted for him :’’ therefore donot look to re- 
ceive any more than is fit for you, and-know it, that 
is beft for you. The phyfician prefcribes that which 
is fit, not that which is moft defired of the patients > 
ifhe will not accept of this, he willnot look after 
them; 4 Gor. xi 7,8. sie spbsiweraet gaibosns7 
. 4 Think not to get any thing fromthe Lord Jefus © 
with eafe, 1 mean to the flefhly partsat hath beenan 
old complaint, I go to Chrift, and fith:all night, and 
can catch nothing : and why ? hereis the caufe, they 
cannot get it eafily, and therefore they cannot get it 
at all, yea there it is, Heb. xis 6. This is one’of the 
two main handles of faith, ‘‘ He is:rewarder/of all 
*‘ them» that diligently feek him,” not negligently » 
and hence:at their firf{t converfion how doth Chrift’s 
fruits overflow, and his Jordan rife above its banks’! 
and. what a deal does a chriftian gain, yet not after. 
ward! fo intime of great trouble, O it is becaufe 
you feek him diligently: Therefore in prefcribing 
means, do not fay this 1s hard, and fo depart as thofe. 
did onthe very fame ground, John vi. 60.' gio) 


SE Out) «VEN 


The means are thefe, 


_. Means 1. LaBourR for a comprehending slot 
ledge, what is the love of Chrift to thee :.there isa 
double knowledge of Chrift’s love.: 1, That 
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ae sities he loves: me, and this very tll fion 
hes in warmth and life into the — “In 4 
pvous is-life.’’ : gens 


we and gts this is. that which “fills Aisnan 
heii, 18, 19. that as it is with women when the 
— fulnefs of the hufband’s love is feen, it knits the heart 
~ invincibly to him, and makes her do any thing for him 
fo here.» And as we fay of trees, tf the tree begins to 
- wither and die, the only way is not to caft water on the 
' branches, to pray for water-and dews from heaven on 
them, but water:the root. Love is the next root'of 
all grace, love: Chritt, and you will never be weary of 
_ doing for Chrift, love him, and he will love you, Prov. 
vil. 17. Now what kindles love fo much as this com. 
prehending knowledge of the Lord Jefus, and his love, 
this will make a man a burning beacon of love, make 
a man melt into love, which is as {trong as death, 
much water cannot quench it, 2 ai Vi PATISO Lave. 
‘sof Chrift conftrains,”’ Gal. v..6. ‘ Faith works by 
“< love ;?? Faith is our feet whereby we come to Chrift, 
love is-our hand whereby we work for Chrift: now 
let any chirurgeon’sfervant come to a chirurgeon with 
a broken arm, and. tell hirn he can do no work for 
him, therefore defire him to give ftrength to doit, 
come: faith he, let me heal your arm firft : no, by ‘ho 
means; let me firft_ do your work, that fo you may 
heal,-and I may feel iny arm to be whole: It can‘ne- 
ver be. So it is many a chriftian’s courfe, Lord let 
me, do.thy work, and hence he cries, Lord give me 
ftrength, and chem falls to:do it, and cannot without 
pain, becaufe his love is broken, Many fay, I will 
go to Chrift, and act for Chrift, and then I will think 
the Lora loves me, but never find it: firft fee and 
comprehend the love of the Lord: And truly this is the 
reafon why no heart, no {trength to act for God, un- 
lefs it be in'a wearifome manner ; and why? O love is 
out; and why is that out? why, it is not vant st ay 
- : e 
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the eyelof faith, it is.defpifed livelaroath wil er 
h re fweet: to chem or itis forgotten by oth ae 
men. ‘temember | not .what, once they were, and é 
the Lord: has done; it is feen.a little, and-hence a. little 
life and ftrength, but it is. compichended by, few. 4 
finful times! O unkind world! never was my. hear 
dead faith one, never fo ftraitened andfhut updait 
nother, never fo: feeble..in jal! \duties faith anotl 
why, you fee, and tafte, and. fip.of this love, but, yo 
feed not heartily, abundantly on it. Never.didit thou 
think fo little of this love jofor: though-Chrit, will con. 
vey tichgrace to his. ‘people, yet, it. shall be. by. 
love. eChriftians will come to Ghnitiaansdye en tht they 
receive and feel the good’ they tied cose ° 3 : 
think of Chrift’s love, and that. he-loves them, no,. firtt 
‘come unto the-Lord Jefus,; being once come, know.he- 
will not caft thee away, John vix.37. then think of 
this loves: flay here, firft feed here, and: you: emay-act, - 
and: then.the: Lord will convey flrength,and power, 
and. enable you hereunto :, Mor though when aman 
trufts to: his love, as Peter, without faiths va-man-will 
fall cbecaufe he trufis to an-arm.oi flefh yet whea- 
faithemploys love, the work is very: great.:) Asia;far 
ther: hi a child who mutt keep at chomenwith him, 
butohe: has never a fteward to lay/out-thateftate for 
himethat he means to give him, but when an able fte- 
ward, now he gives his fon richly. So heres, 445) 
Quett. How ‘foal I comprehend it 2 Quazeaodat 
Anf: irk, the apoftle prays for it. Bandai fee 
what it: 18, by his defcription, and meditate on it. 
. The breadth, i. e. the fame love wherewith.the 
Lord comprehends all faints, as Abraham, &c.) thou 
art as dear tothe Lord as he or any im heaven; nay, 
itimay be did coft more: not a crofs, not a mercy, 
but it is common. (for fubftance) unto all faints. 

_ 2. The length, from eternity to eternity; nothing 
can part, nothing fhall part ; all other. things are but. 
fuisoatier {wallows that build with us for atime. 9 

3, Fhe 


is wie a wei, Vie 


ttt ‘that the Lord fhiould'look up 
Pp pelt-houfe,” when no eye »piti 
ras the grave, nay, as low as. 

Bs ee chew in hell would come out, thewwobldtt 
Never womans to ty what infinite love’ - till thou 


oy The thet he “poobesas Hapay as: ecaangels} and 
ere’ fo, nay to bé all one with Chrift, and in 
thrift, and loved with the fame love Chrift is, ioe 
Be 0 oats 26) ; peg Sigua: pe oer 
© Ses WTR | Shiai feeft it. thus. , yet it is the lowe ag 
_ Chrift that: pafleth knowledge: As children cannot 
tel? how™*parents lovetthem, will you do thus? Itds 
Madhura Ebiitians asit is with many trees,the treeis 
poadan tie foil is-good, and rain, dews, fun; huf- 
| man good, # yet it begins to die, then now nothing 
is. id vanting, but only to‘be fet alittle deeper, that ix 
miay ‘take'more’root'of the foil. And fo here; there 
-“ismothing wanting in many a ehriftian, but to be fet 
alittle deeper,-and to take morerooting in the Lord’s 
love’® Faith‘roots itfelf in'God’s love, and now pro- 
fpers by/love! The eyeis but: little, yet can compre- 
hend @ mighty’ world quickly : man’s minds but lit- 
tle;yet'can® emmpnenend though not the infinitenefs, 
yet afi infinite. “If there be this light of glory, feeby 
it lalloyour ‘poor fad hearts that conceive nothing but 
terror and holinefs in God; if you: fee itynot, bake 
it here is your work now; for the firfb-work4s to) get 
faith, then to get love, then to aét from: faith. by 
loves’ Nowethe Lord hath wrought the firft, -and 
thow art bufy’a doing the third w ork, not ‘remember: 
ine the fecond. rds 
iMedns' ‘a. Content not thyfelé pe fecling ae want 
“6 fipply, but labour'to teel'a.ne.d of fupply. from t the 
LordJéfus for many a chriftian teels awantiof grace 
from Chritt, br okentes, &c. fees he-has nothin ngyand 
is forberinie by fitsaroubled. for the wantof it: buthe 
can peuwelliccontent iho i he chave:no dupply, 
hav jing 


ON THE PARABLE OF THE 


having fomewhat elfe to eafe and content him, he 
“feels no need of fupply, fo as he cannot be without 
it, that his fpirit fails unlefs the Lord Jefus in merey 
give it, and therefore muft have it, there is anecefli-_ 
ty of it. Hence he never finds fupply, and wonders — i 
at it why itis fo: and here itis, here is his wound 
and fo brings up an ill report of the Lord, faying, he 
is loth to give; aid of the ordinances of the Lord, 
it is in vain to feek, and truly fo it is to feek fo: for 
let thy condition be never fo miferable, if thou feeleft — 
a need of fupply, the Lord will make bare his arm, 
and, work wonders, bring heaven out of hell, joy out 
of forrow, and light out of the thickeft darknefs, and ~ 
floods out of dry ground, Ifa. xliv 17, 18. when the 
ground is dry and parched, no moifture left ; now the 
Lord pours out water on this foul, Ifa. xliv. 3. Heb. 
iv. wit. Many come to the Lord for grace, and find 
it not: methinks 1 hear the Lord fpeaking thus to 
his people, I love you dearly, and I am content 
to give you any thing you need, but you do notineed 
my grace, my Spirit, my prefence, i. e. you feel not 
a need of it, for if you had it now, you would not prize 
it much, nor keep it long: my precious grace muft 
not be fpilt. Many know their wants and diftempers, — 
and know there is no help in themfelves, and fee all 
fulnefs in Chrift, and hence comes to him, but find: 
none, becaufe they can be content though the Lord: 
deny : no nor never fhall unlefs you feel the woe of 
your wants, that your fpirit fails if the Lord fend not — 
in fupply, Ha. lvii. 16. “ 1 will not contend, leit the 
<¢ Spirit fail.”” Hence there Godpromifeth to dwell, 
to fend and create peace and comfort : for what is the 
reafon that chriftians at firft beginnings feek peace 
and mercy, and have abundantly then? why truly 
I was long time before I had any thing, but when my 
fpirit began to fail, andI gave all for gone and could 
out no more, now the Lord helped and pitied me: 
but where are thole comforts, and that prefence of the 
Lord 
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afte; and: fo- catty Hie sritiioll suet your 
fl Rywobs it: Is it: not thus? isnot this your’ 
2 iffit bey for the Liord’s fake then get it heal- 
nddo\as spedipleli in Chrift’s time, tho ere 
and-had notdefperate difeafes,: commonly came © 
to him, but when the difeafe was defperate, you 
know the. Sint of Chritt being fpread abroad, then 
they: brought:theirfick, and laid them ‘before his ~ 
i merciful eyes, then they looked for the laying on of 
his hand, : ora word of his mouth, and all were heal- ° 
ed: fo-doyou, you have heard of the fame of Chrift 
and feen others humbled, others pardoned, lay thy’. 
fick foul (but: look that it be fick) before ‘his eyes, 
_andofo took for: one word’ of his mouth, as the wo- 
man of Canaan; tie may deny for a time, yet fhe muft 
havesity:and:the! Lord will: fay, * Be it unto ‘thee ac- 
€s cording:to'thy faith, ”? not according to thy ‘deferts, ~ 
thou: »wiltihave it, 4 muft give it, thou dieft without: 
it, behold 1 | live to revive thee, and therefore'to give! ° 
it.) Youccome ito prayery'and word, and want many *: 
things, cbutbfind them ‘not.’ Oh come therefore,” 
Lord, mutt have, 1 cannot do without: fuipply? ‘Noten 
but thatia’ chriftian’ nrult wait, and’be content hums" 
bly, ‘ae not mena Therefore think w sci thy? on 
felf,: oii bos 2 
Tei Whats iierdi that I need but dis he pretence x 
of Godjthe life of God, &c.* Is it not-ehowsinin 
heaveny where is 10) ewenldh nor comforts ie andas 
it not fufficient now'?: 2 33 
2. May dshaveitonthis condition, § a rats aed 
it, Lam? refolved not'to go withoutit) Rév. xxitor7. 
if you willvconte, take’ i it «© Are the terms fo {weet ? 
3. Do ‘wicked men ihirft more and more after their 
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hat I have enough of them quickly God fe 
e fhould be fuch a heart. 
_ 4. Doth the leaft fin fo exceedingly go to cee he 
ci God, and fhall 1 fuffer it not only to aét here 
and tempt here, but remain alive here? “eee 
5. Is not the Lord, after all love fhewn me, WO! 
thy of infinite (not a little) honour from me? ae 
doth he deferve all, and muft I not, fhall I not give ; 
it Bite Berarete die? it ‘muft, it thall be fo. Now — 
when here you feel a need, know it that you are-at 
the very door of relief: I conceive this i is the great 
door at which Chrift enters into the foul. The root — 
of faith (i. e the author, obje&, and foundation of 
faith)- is out of a man’s felf, the door of faith which 
- opens to all treafures is in a man’s felf: This dooris. 
not any good i in us, for then we fhould have fomewhat 
to boalt of; nor ni in us, for that fhuts out God from 
us ; nor knowledge of want, for that the devils have, 
but fenfe of want, which when the faints have, now the | 
door is opened for the Lord Jefus in all his fulnefs to 
-scomein. Now “ if you know thefe things, blefied 
“are you if you do them.” | 


CD. 


a Sip OA ORs Gd 
Ufe 5. TO all the churches of the Lord Jefas here 


planted in thefe weftern parts of the world, to main- 
tain your church chaflity and virginity, you have a 
name of it abroad, pure chafte virgin- churches, not pol- | 
luted with the mixtures of mens inventions, not defil. 
- ed with the company of evil men: pure ordinances; 
pure people, pure churches, which is the caufe of the 
{coffs and enmity of fome, but of the defire and j joy of 
others. O if there, how happy I? and how bleffed. 
they? Take heed you do not defile yourfelves again. 
Open whoredom is too grofs, too fhameful, td yield to 
man’s inventions, to open the door for all comers in- 
to the church: but take heed of fecret whoredoms and > 
departings from Chrif; for think of this fpeech 
when 
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ren. you fee me dead, that oF all churche 
rid, the Lord Jefus carries a moft jealous e 
je for whom he has done fuch great thin 
snow it, he takes exceeding ill your fecret 
and naarcdowes of heart ; the Lord has ki you 
erto, look you maintain it, for you may I e foon 
weredagain; fewchurches retain their pur itylong; 
grey-haired purity is feldom feen. I will tell 
of the feveral temptations (fome at lealt) that may 
prevail to the deflement of you. . 
_ Firft, Spiritual defilement is forfaking OF the huf- 
band, a total fecret forfaking of Chrift ; for here is- 
“the. temptation to it, viz. God's withdrawing himfelf 
in his ordinances ‘from his ordinances. For three 
forts of temptations make men fall back. 
(ale By perfecution ; and there many fall (tho’ fome 
hold, out) as in the ftony latid: 3. 
2. By peace; and here many fall like the thorny 
ground ; like failors that in a {torm at fea, every man 
is ready, and will be pulling his rope, but when a calm, © 
then go to their cabins, and there fall afleep, and 
here many fail in this place, and others ftand it out.. 
3. By the Lord’s withdrawing from them, as thofe, 
Mal. iii. 14. and here the area ones fall. Many come 
to enjoy ordinances, and perfecution vexed them not, 
the world is bafe, it troubles them not, and they think 
to find much, but do not, but the Lord withdraws, 
and they can get no good ; ‘hereupon their falfe hearts 
difcover themielves, “they draw back from God, and 
lie {till, whereas faints cry the more into themlelves, 
and aust out the caufe of it, and then the Lord helps 
- Ha. lxtii. 17... Oh take heed of this. 
. Shall 1 forfake the Lord that has done thefe 
td things for my foul? 
2. Shall 1 now do it after I am {0 near heaven? 
3. Shall 1 forfake him when he departs from me 
but for a time it may-be. when as he followed me, wher 
I departed long trom him? , 
L 2, 4. Is 


to’ follow me, I have all erase to follow him 5 si 
Lord: grant, you may do fo. "4 

Secondly, Secret defilement is by negleét of pr ivat 
communion with him : this is whorifh in a wife. Here 
is ftronger temptation to neglect private prayer ce 

meditation, partly by want of room, partly by multi. 
tudes. of bufineffes, | and work, and cares henea bene 
that being weary in. the day, fleepy at night, bufy in 
the morning prayer, meditation, daily examination 
-are fent away,as Paul from Felix, we will {peak with 
thefe at fome more convenient feafon; and hence 
‘ftraitnefs of heart toward Chrift, and no means do 
good. _O beloved, have you fach a hufband «as 
Chrift in heaven, that loves thy looks, thy company, 
thy fighs, thy fpeeches, and will you neglect him thus? 
what no love? 2. Is he not broken with this whorifh 
heart? 3. Is that fpeech worth any. thing with you, 
‘¢ We fhall ever be with the Lord,’’ doth it comfort 
you to think of being ever with Kins and now neglect 
him? where are your hearts? 

. Thirdly, Secret defilement is by bringing other: Jo- 
vers into the fame bed, the famé heart with him: 
and here the ‘temptation to this is ftrong, for moft 
men have loft and funk in their eftates, and it is hard 

_ «to, live lower than we did, and this is a grief, and hete 
\grief.for lofs has a vent by greedinefs and purfuit af- 
tanumgrer In other places men had a very’ comfort- 
able eftate, hence rejoiced in what they had, and did . 
me greedily defire more ; but now want makes men 
hungry and greedy: and now when a man has thought 
and looked about him, and feen what he may gain 
es his labour of many acres, by his goats and cattle, 
info many years ; now he cafts himfelf into the world, 
andalfo will not forfake Chrift utterly, but bring both 
yito the fame heart, Chrift fhall.have fome love, fome 

defire, © 
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fire, but the world as much, and fo the 
vided 5 and hence fomé fet high prices 
n, commodities, cattle, others look for lk; 
 &c. and yet Chrift too. Hence men cr 
world becaufe it hinders them from ‘C 
bring it into, and hug it in their hearts, becaufe 
y muft have it in the bed with Chrift.’ It was the 
ech of one, that he never heard of any faint in 
pture g given. to covetoufnefs, fome to one fin, fome 
another, but none to that; I haye heard of Lot, 
t God fired him out of his efta ate at laft ; and that 
poornll 1 wou ld fay, to thigeer oh 
_ Fourthly, Secret defilements is by denne in love 
ups thofe whom Chrift loves, and thofe are his fainis, 
and temptations is ftrong in this place to this: 1. Be- 
caufe we have multitudes of them ; even gold itfelf 
being fo common as to pave our ftreets, is defpifed. 
2. Becaufe there wants a common enemy to drive 
them together. ‘Take feveral men that never knew. 
one another, yet in time of war they will love abun- 
dantly, and then encourage one another, and can 
with joy lie together ; fo it is here, hence arife your 
petty duels and jars in churches, furmilings, cenfur- 
ings, é&c. and the reafon is this, there is little love to 
faints, and for want of this, men fhall know whe- 
ther you be Chrift’s difciples orno. Be thy brethren 
faints or not ?.bear they the image of Chrift or no? if 
they do not, why not convince them, admonifh them? 
and if they will not be better, away with them ; if 
‘they be, O bear, O love, O tender them, as ‘hea 
lookeft the Lord Jefus fhould tender thee. And 
therefore let the image of Chrift appear, and then fee 
it, and then love, and then no more breaches will 
follow: if not, the Lord can and will foon fend 
wolves to make fheep run more together. 

Fifthly, Letting a new generation of harlots into 
Chrift’s bofom, | mean, not greatly caring for pofte- 
rity, that they may know and ferve this God ; for af- 
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neration is paft, our children are to follow 
ery rare that they prove right, yet it maj 
be fo.  Hearken therefore you parents, if Go 
‘brought them over for this end, and if they ne 
knew God, what a fad thing.it would be? or if th 
be brought forth to pull down the temple of God 
O therefore, 1. Be careful of a pious education 
them-in fchools, in private, and take fome courfe 
that end before others come over, this will draw th 
2. O make many prayers for them. 43. Set faith 
work in God’s promife ; as he faid he would no 
bate the Lord, (though he gave it him imninety-nine) _ 
of that one. Leave in record what .the Lord has - 
done for you, that the Lord may be with them, and | 
that all thefe churches may be the glory of Chrift, 

and then you fhall enter into the bride-chamber of 

the Lamb at laft. ee ie ee en 
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Concerning a Chriftian’s duty of being conftantly and con- ~ 
_ tinually ready to meet Chrift, and to enjoy communian 


with og 


2. Took their lamps. 


UCH duft is raifed, and- much difpute is made, 
efpecially by popifh interpreters, what the 
lamps, what the oil, what the veflels fhould be? The 
general conceit of moft of them is: that by oil is meant 
good works, and by lamps faith anfwerable to their 
own conceit, that not faith but good works chiefly 
fave : Whereas if we confider the thing rather e contra, 
that by lighted lamps are meant good works, or eter- 
nal fhining profeffion, according to that of Chrift, 
Mat. v. ‘ Let your light fo thine before men,”’ &c. and. 

that by oil fhould be meant faith; becaufe it is inward, 

) and 


a 


d . ae lighted, ia works ; 7 oil a goo 
ntion : ‘Lo which it is anfwered by @ artwright, 
urning and shining light of our times) that 
ps lighted is to be underftood, “ watchful min 

lway lifted up in attending ‘for the « ‘coming of 
** Chrift,”’ according as it is ver. 13. And I doubt 
ot but this is one thing aimed at, that they “ took 
<¢ their lamps,’”” i. é. were watchful for Chrift’s com- 


ing. But when I weigh other circumftances, me- 
thinks there is fomewhat elfe more plainly and princi- 
pa ly intended, of which I fearce read any divine, but 


e gives a hint of, viz. that by lighted lamps, and 
taking: -of them, is meant nothing elfe but the readi- 
nefs of the churches to meet and to have fellowship 
with the Lord Jefus.. And my reafons are thefe : 
~Becaufe the Lord Jefus to teach his people wateh- 
fainels, and to put them to a narrow fearch of them- 
felves, borrows a fimilitude from the cuftom of thofe 
times, wherein their miarriages were celebrated in the 
night, and hence the virgias (the only children of the 
bride chamber, and fom e think their number ne- 
ver exceeded ten) being to walk out.in the night, 
took their lamps: and when they had kindled their 
lamps, (ufually the laft thing that is done) now they are 
ready to go out, and this is that which Chrift aims at. 

2. From Luke xil. 35. “* Let your loins be girt, - 
and lamps burning ;’’ it is evident that thereby is meant 
nothing elfe but readinefs to meet the Lord ‘whenever aa 
he comes; for when loins are girt, then one is fit for 
travel, but feeing it is in the ge hence lamps muft © 
be burning too. 

ie Pigcoie itis faid plainly, ver 10. when their 
lamps were kindled again, “they that were ready 
went in “ii I knows the word is called a lamp for our 

feet, 
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al. cxix. and fo by sea may-be meant mind 

ened and kindled by the word. The emi ent 

on and excellencies of the church i is. like al lamp 

and more particularly may be here incluc 
ed and aimed at: but in this verfe amps ; are. f re) 
of in. general, including light, oil; weffels ; and 
I give this general interpretation here,, intending ) 
ticulars if need be afterward : So that now, Pally ° 

rate this Nai ty 


on i bee a confines or Peete, ea , 
meet Chrift, and to have immediate communion with 
Chrift. . 

A woman may be efpoufed to pT oy yet ioe: 
may be fometimes not ready to meet him, her foulap-\ 
parel is on. So here, therefore it is not enough t to 
be efpoufed unto Chrift, but being efpoufed, now you, _ 
ought to be in a continual readinefs to clafp the. Lord 
in your arms, and to lay your heads in his. bofom in 
heaven : This is commadded by Chrift, Mat. x XXIV. 
44. This was the mighty power of God’ 's.grace in 
Paul, when others were weeping to think of his bonds, fie 
es Why do you break my heart, 1 am ready not only... 
<< to be bound, but to die for Chri, ” and fo doubt-., . 
lefs ‘to be with Chrift; much more .ready.to meet. ,, 
Chrift whenever he {hall come, ready .to ‘welcome 
death, much more ready to welcome Chrift, Aés. 
Xx1, 13. This alfo is the end of John’s miniftry, - 
Luke t. 17. To make ready a people prepared. for. 
the Lord, to meet with. Chrift on earth; now he is ,. 
gone, our work is to prepare a people to meet, the... 
Lord in heaven, Hence this is put in as the differ- 
ence between veflels of wrath, and veffels of glory ;_ 
the one are fitted for deftrution, the others are fitted, 
prepared, or made ready for slory, and the glory. of ; 

oe 
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vehriftian is chiefly to enjoy fellowfhip imme 
n Jefus Chrift. There is many a foul dear 
rift, and efpoufed to him, and has his. hear 
ed to think of the good time that is coming 
e thall ever be with the Lord : but afk, are y 
ryet for to go to him, though it be throug $ 

aters, thorns, forrows, death itfelf? who can fay. 
es? but (fay mens hearts) fhut the Lord out a little 
longer, let not the door ftand open yet; yet this 
muft be: And therefore for explication’s fake, let - 
me, 1. Shew you when the foul is in readinefs for the 
Lord Jefus. 2. The reafons why there muft be a 
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continual readinefs. 


eg Fal ae eae 3 
Quett. WHEN ‘is the foul in readinefs to enjoy 
Anf. As there are four things which make a chrif- 
tian unteady, fo this readinefs confifts in four things 
COltany Foe ure Ee : ae 
i. That which makes a chriftian unready for him, 
are thofe ftrong fears, and jealoufies, and damping 
doubts of the love of Chrift to him. The foul hap- 
pily has made choice of him, is content with him, 
melts Into wonderment and love to think that he 
fhould love hini: what me? and Chrift has writ him. 
on his heart, and on the palms of his hands; ‘ But 
“+ Tfrael faith, my God hath forfaken me, my God 
“¢ hath forgotten me,” Ifa. xlix. 14. Is it poffible ? 
is it credible ? one that has been fo vile, one that ftill 
has fuch a’ heart, for him to fet his heart on me? 
furely no: hence the foul is afraid to die, and defires 
too much to live ftill: and the more he thinks of that 
time, and-bleflednefs of following the Lamb where- 
ever hé goes, the mote he fears and fees this may 
poflibly never be my portion: there may be fome 
falfenefs in my heart towards him that I never pe aw, 
ome 
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feouer kriot that. ‘was never yet unlooféd : 
ce not yet ready. Hence many a chriftian’ 
| had a little more affurance let him, come wh 
ill: Thus fome think.it was with Hezekiah. Ww 
thou he walked before God with a “¢ perfect heart,’ 
yet bitterly complained that he was cut off, Ifa. xxx 
per, totum. So therefore then the foul is ready al 
prepared for him, when he has fome comfortable 
furance of the love of Chrift towards him, that it 
fay,,. 38 1, live he loves me, ‘though he kills me by 
death; yet T ‘know that he loves me: nay, then Fe 
an 


oe 


loves me moft, when he puts an end to to my fins, 
to my forrows too? And ‘therefore re now {2 ith as one 

ready to receive.a prince, now let ‘him come. to me, 
or fend for me when he will : why fo? « Who can 
& feparate me from the love of Chrift »? Rom. v vill. 
35. ‘That look as it is with a foldier that is’ to go to. 
war, where many bullets and arrows are like.t to fal 
about him, and him while he has no armour On >. call 
him to the captain, and he will” fay. he is not ready 
yet, but when he has his armour on of proof, ‘and 
ati armour that he knows, Tet. him receive never fo 
‘many, wounds, yet he fhall efcape with his. life; and 
triumph with his. captain afterward :, Now : give him 
but, his watch-word he is ready, though never fo 
weak, yet 1 am fure I fhall efcape with my life, nay 
not fo much as hurt. Sea chriftian wanting his affur- 
ance,| wants his armour ; he is weak, and powers of 
darknefs will, aflault him, and he is flain by. them, 
mow he is unready ; but if aflured, though weak and 
fesble, he is now at Chrift’s Saleh word, I know I 
fthall live, | may fall, but J fhall rife again ; this puts 
courage and {pirit into a chriftian, Dan. iii, 17, 18. 

Heb. xi. 35. Others were tormented, (and fo rea- 
dy), ‘© not accepting deliverance ;”” why fo ? ta ** ob- 

taina better refurrection,’” which they are faid to fee 
by the eye of faith, and this was by poor weak wo- 
men; therefore labour. for this, elfe not prepared. 


The 
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he Lord woul id have his scanle tosh, death an 
ers sin the face, and triumph in forrows, ‘an 
ain Rheied (which cannot be done without t 
‘that the world may fee that there is more than 
hem, 2 Cor. i Iv. 16, 175, 18, andv.1. Who wou 
Without this ? yet may we ‘not complain, asChrift 
is difciples, ** Oh foolifh and flow GF heart 46 
e all that is written,” fo many promifes “yet not — 
red, fo 1 many experiences yet not eftabl ifhed, and 
erefore.. not yet Prepared and © ‘ready for t é coming 
of the Lord? A man that has a fair eftate and houfe 
: ‘befallen him, fo long as he} fuit for it, dares not 
‘dwell in it, but makes a ‘fhift where heis: but then 
he is ready when quiet “poffeffion i is given him.» So 
get t the Lord t to. pafs fentence for affurance of your e: 
verlafting habiitioa, then are you alls to dwell 
tr 1erein. i. 
ey Then a man 43 unprepared for’ the Lord Jefus 
“his coming, , while he wants affections fuirablé to the 
Majefty, and according to the worth and love of the 
‘Lord Jefus. ‘Suppofe a woman knows her hufband’s 
Tove, * yet. if fhe have loft her love to him, or if the love 
him, it is only ; as fhe loves another man, not according’ 
“to. ‘the worth “of. her hutband’s perfon, or the greatneis 
_of his love: Is fhe fit now to’ appear before hint, when 
no heart to Tecelve him? fo although you queftion not 
Chrift’s love to you, ‘and thank God you doubt httle 
of it, yet ‘where is your heart? your love to him? have 
“you not loft your love, your firlt love, or fecond love? 
if you have love it is not divided to other things, as _ 
“wife, child, friends, hopes of provifion for them, ‘and 
too much care hereupon for that? of if you do love 
him, it is with a carnal tove, he isno more than a luft 
hath had, and it may be not fo much, itis with a cold 
love ; now you are unfit for him: hence the Lord, 
ike xxi. 34. °* Take heed your hearts be’not over- 
charged,’ 1 Pet. iv. 7. Now therefore then the foul 
is prepared to meet ie when if the foul has loft 
a , its 


w 


the righteous Judge ready to give the crown, .w 


rejoice my heart to fee, which fhall make others tre 
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ections, it recovers them out of the hands.of all 
tures that {tole them away from Chrift, and he 
id prays, ‘* Oh fpare that I. may recover 
tength :”” and when it breaks out with fuch loy 
‘Chrift as is fitting for him, 2 Tim. iv. 8. there 


Chait’s appearing is loved, i. ¢. they are fo tak 
with him, as that they love the looks of him, it. wot 


ble to behold him: Oh it muft bea dear love, a 
Spring of running love without meafure, for this is 
the difference between affeGtions of faints and hypo- 


crites to Chnift, the one arifes like a morning-dew 


* rufalem, 


‘which is foon licked up by the fun, Hof. vi. 4 the heat 
‘of aifecttons after other things licks it up; but the 


love of faints to Chrift is like a {pring which \rifes to 


‘everlafting life ; a {pring is but little, but yet.thefar- | 


ther it goes, the wider it is, till at jaft {wallowed-up 

inthe fea, and there is no meafure of water: fo 
faints have but a little love, but the lon ‘er they live, 
the more enlarged for Chrift, and there is no mea- 
fure, but all is too little, they never can, never do 
love enough, fo that look as it is faid in another cafe, 
Pfal. cii. 13, 14. ‘¢ It is time for thee to build up Je- 
’ . é. to return to thy people in thy ordi. 


" mances, for “ they love the ftones;”” fo.then itis time 


for Chrift to come, and then the fit and fet time is 
come fora people to meet with Chrift out of ordi. 
nances, when the fet time is come when they love or- 
dinances, and love Chrift much more. When a 
man is gone beyond fea, and all his friends and eltate 
are at home, they long for him, and he is left among 
enemies : ‘why comes he not to them? why fend they 
not forhim? why they know he is fickly, and cannot 
live on the diet of the country ; hence he is unfit 
to'come ; but when once that is come to’ pafs, 
that he can live only on it, then heis ready whenever 
they fend: fo when men can live with, and be con- 

. tent 
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~~ tent alone with Chrift and his love, now they are fit 
With what face cana man appear before Chrift, when 
“he requires nothing but love, and he has. not t 
3. Thena man is unready for Chrift, while he ne- 
ects the work of Chrift, for fuppofe a man has fome 
inward love to Chrift, yet neglects and has no heart 
to do the work of Chrift: he is as yet no more fit to 
eet Chrift, than a fteward who has, had much be- 
trufted him, to improve for. his Lerd’s ufe, and! he 
has let all feafons go wherein he might have. traded 
_ for him, and gained fomewhat to him. How can he 
appear before him when no fair account is to be feen ; 
fo the Lord has betruited thee with many talents, 
"- times, ‘itre ngth, means, &c. and you are. not lords, 
but ftewards of all thefe. Now do you not let many 
- fair feafons and winds blow by ? you have (if efpouf. 
ed to Carift) every man fome work, Now-how can 
you ftand before Chrift if that be neglected? Oh thus 
it is with many chriftians 3 hence thofe fad alarms 
of confcience, and fhaking of God’s Spirit, after ma- 
~ ny lobdfe days dipt in iome good duties. What doft 
_ thou that others do not that never thall fee God’s 
/facein heaven? 3 
Now, therefore, then the foul is ready for the Lord, 
when it is Uaily at it, finifhing God’s work : hence 
» John xviil''s. “ T have finifhed my work, now glorify 
tk thie: Chrit has given us our lives’ work, day’s 
work, every hour’s work; for Chrift has ever-em- 
‘ployment; now though a foul may.live long, and 
cannot finifh its life’s work, yet if it finith its days 
» work’ or hour’s work, it may-have comfort then if the 
Lord fhould come. That look as it is with a mari. 
ner when he has his freight, now let the wind come 
“to drive him out of the haven, he is ready to depart : 
fo here, 2 Pet.i. 8, 9, 10, 11. & If ye do thefe things 
“and abound, an open entrance {hall be miniftred 
“unto you,”’ 7. e. whena chriftian.is ever acting for 
Chrift, and adding one grace to another in his courfe, 
| then 
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the is fo ready that an.open entrance is made for) 


him, Therefore look:after this. [tis with moft pro- 
feflors commonly, as itis with a woman that loves — 
her hufband, and begins to drefs herfelf, but fo much 
bufinefs to do, ;that.fhe doth it but by ftarts; hence — 
call her never fo late, fhe wall fay fhe is not yet ready, 
fhe has, fo;much to. do fhe.canno: ; fo itis here: or, 
as it is in a houfe where all things are in.a.lumbers 
and manythings wrapt up and put into haleas felon 4 
as. all things, be in a lumber, there, is no readine Sek 
So many a foul. has a heart fit to. recelve Chri hen’ 
put all things are in a lumber, in aconfufion, outof 
place and order, and hence not yet ready,to enter- | 
tain, Chrift, but when this work is done, then ready. 

Oh betimes do this work, fet things to right in your — 


fouls. ; BGO hs i SR pre Ee 

4.4. Then.a man is unready, when having « 
work he grows puft up with it: for let all the three 
former be wrought in the foul, if now the foul be puft 


up, thinks highly of itfelf, attributes any thing to it- 
felf: as he faid in another cafe, ‘* they are foo many 
« for the Lord;’’ fo he is too big for the ord: 
And truly this we fhall find it is pretty eafy to be mean 
in our.own eyes, after we haye been indeed, carelefs 
and vile befote.the Lord; but when the Lord has 
mightily affitted, enlarged, aflured, enabled, com- 
forted, quickened, now to be as nothing, this is diffi- . 
“cult... Hence Knox on his death-bed had this tempta- 
tion of meriting when Hezekiah was dick, he was caft, 
down, but when'well, and God gave him great trea: 
fures, his heart was lifted up, now he was unfit, | 
Now, therefore, when a chriftian is ready to give all 
to free grace, and to adore that, now he is ready for 
‘the Lord, Pialm cviii, 1, ‘¢ My heart is prepared, 1 
« will fing and give praife.”’. God’s laft.end 1s to 
bring the foul to the, praife of the riches of his grace, 
not only to enjoy Godas Adam. Now the great rea- 
fon why. Chrilt.comes, not to.his people prefently af; 
. ter 


: \. TEN VIRGINS ©) 
_ ter they are efpoufed to him, it is totake them 
dy to attain that end. “Hence he leaves fin,’ 
trons, forrows, defertions, on purpofe that th 
at conclufion look back, and fee if ever fave 
doned, it is grace. - Now therefore when the { 
brought to do this, whem he has this rent in his hand, 
w the Lord is ready to receive him, and it too, and 
is prepared for the Lord: he that has not his rent 
ready, himfelf is not as yet‘at all ready to meet with; 
and fee his landlord. So that you think “you boaft 
not, O the Lord fees 'you'do, or have not hedrts ‘fo 
_ enlarged towards graceas you fhould, it iscertain' you 
are yet unready then; but when empty, and poor, 
and caft down,and makeft an infinite matter of a {mall 
fin, and fettelt a high price'on a little love, much 
_ more on infinite, now you are prepared : hence Da- 


vid falls a praifing when néar to death, and the Lord 
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~ Reafon 1, q HE law of refpect and love requires 
this of us: “when Peter would exprefs his love utito 
- Chrift, Luke xxii. 33. He profefles he was “‘not’only 
‘ready to go to prifon, but to die with him” 
- Chrift- has ‘poor refpect and love if men’ will not’ 6 
* much as be alway ready to receive him : ‘it'certainly 
argues a carelefs heart that flichts Chrift, that is not 
‘ever prepared to receive Chritt. 3 
2. Becaufe the time of Chrift’s coming’ is then 
when we leaft look for him, ver. 13. Hence a:chrif- 
tian ought to be ever ready to receive him. ‘Many of 
eminent parts, when the church had moft- need of 
them, then are cut down: many at their firft conver- 
fion, before: they or others almoft could tell what to 
make of them, the Lord hath cropt them in the bud. 
“Men find their hearts unfit and unready, they think 
hereupon that hereafter they thall get their hearts in- 
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> better order and tune, when thefe bufinefles are 
over, but yet will live at liberty a little while : why © 
then it is. moft likely is the Lord’s time of coming, 
even now when they think leaft’of it, Luke xii. 400% 
3. Becaufe the Lord. has fet apart every one that ag 
is efpoufed to the Lord Jefus, only for the fruition 
of Chrift, and ufe of Chrift, 1-Cor. iii. uit. “ You are 
“« Chrift’s, and Chrift is God’s.”? A woman that 
is not chofen, nor fet apart for the fellowfhip of a 
prince, fhe may go how fhe will, and do what fhe os 
will, any bafe drudgery work ; but fhe that is chofen _ 
_ to benext unto him, and only to behold and love — 
him, fhe is not to plead fhe has fo’ much bufi befs tr 
do, and fo many friends to {peak with, that fhe can- 
not make herfelf ready: fhe is fet apart fora better __ 
petfon, and for more noble employment. Sohere 
men of the world not loved of God, norchofen and 
fet apart for hims may do what they will : | ut when 
the Lord has chofen and fet you apart of purpofe for 
this end, Ephef. i. 4. “* Chofen to be holy before 
** him in love,’ i. e. to ftand ever in his prefence be-. 
fore him, with a fpirit of deareft love unto him. 
Hence the Lord has taken the care of all things elfe, 
1 Pet. v. 7. that we might mind and ‘do this 
thing ; if in danger, he will deliver; if in want, he 
will provide ; if weak, he will ftrengthen : only now 
be ready for’the Lord, Pial. xlv, 10. :* Forget thy 
“* country, and thy father’s houfe, fo fhall the Lord 
“¢ defire thy beauty.”” You are not now free to love 
and follow whom you pleafe, the Lord has bound 
_ you to himfelf by love, and you have bound yourfelf © 
by promife to the Lord again: Therefore now a 
chriftian after once efpoufed to Chrift, is better than 
all. the world, being the bride of the Lamb; and he © 
has a better and greater good for to enjoy: therefore 
he fhould fcorn and-abhor to match himfelf to, or to 
do any thing for any other creature, and there me- 
' thinks fhould fit as one upon a watch-tower, looking 
- outs 


_ out, and telling the clock now day is near, wai 
_ only for Chrit;- O let it be fo: Ifin heaven, 
Mhall have only Chrift, O prepare for him mt 
iow. Asa woman that is matched to a 1 
all the fervants attend on:her, and follow her,» 
>is wholly and only for her hufband: fo it fhould 
MR ia gh Sy Nae . Ce. 
, Becaufe he has prepared and made all things elfe 
ady for the foul, it is hard if he has prep edia place 
aven, and grace in heaven, nor epal 
“Heart, and make it ready for him, John 
nis kingdom was ready long 
to accept and entertain thee, and his heart loves and 
ready after thee: hence be ready to 


ago, and his father ready 


eloved’s.?* is 


a 


his efpoufing to Jefus Chrift, 
iven himfelf to Chrift, and receiv- 
, prefently grows more carelels 
< was matched unto the Lord Jefus, who 
C {tand ina holy watchfulnefs and readinefs, 
to’  Chriit, as. itis Plal. lxxxy. 8. “ Let them not 
“ turn again.to folly,” becaufe they are apt fo to do. 
Many fay when in fome diftrefs, and after long wait- 
ing, if the Lord would pity once,. then happy 1; 1 
would give away any thing, alll have unto him: well, 
the Lord pities the foul when in its low eftate, and 
then it blefies God, but like the Ifraelites, foon forgets 
his works, his love, and after great peace from God, 
comes greatett carelefnefs: can this ftand with grace, 
and Chrifh? vemy hardly; but yet it may, for there 
are two things that make for. it. 

‘. Becayie at firfl, converfion ther€ is much feek. 
ing of Chriit, for healing-the horror and {mart of fin, as 
well as forthe curing of the; wonnd and fear-of fin; 

N | hence 
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hence when efpoufed, and horror being paft, that wheel 
being broken, a man draws more heavily now, and — 
_ neglects feeking ; now the knife is out‘of his heart, 
he cries not fo earneftly. : <i ae 
‘9, Becaufe when efpoufed, and much affected, co 
monly a man trufts to his affections, when he has a _ 
- fulnefs of them: hence the Lord lets Satan pene 
Luke xxii. 31, 32. “ Satan hath defired to winnow 

“¢ thee as wheat,’’ and “ I (faith Peter) am ready. . 
'& die with thee ;” but you fee he fell, and then when 
the Lord looked upon him, he ‘* went out and. wept 
“‘ bitterly : How {hamefully haft thou fallen, fhould | 
any love him more than you if ever he pity? well, 
for his name-fake he has done it. » But how oft haft 
thou broken covenant? how forgetful of the Lord’s 
_ kindnefs? The Lord looks upon thee this day, why 

haft thou fo foon forgot me, and forfaken me? have I 

not taken thee from the dung-hill, nay from hell ? and 

whereas I had fo many thoufands to fet my love on, 

I chofe thee; and whereas thou couldeft not love | 

me when I offered my felf, thou couldeft not 
return me love again, I gave it therefore to thee, 

yea and have given myfelf to thee forever: Haft 
thou thus forgotten me, when as | take little 
twrongs from thee more heavily than great ones 
from others? O that this might make you go out 
and mourn bitterly: fo if ever you have tafted that 
love as Peter did, Chrift’s looks will humble you. 

Ufe z. Hence fee the reafon why fome godly people 
die fo uncomfortably, and with fuch diftrels of {pivit ; 
why they have not lived in an expectation of Chrift, 
and, hence they cry out themfelves, not knowing whi- 
ther they go, infomuch as fome have not. been 
comforted by all former experiences, and by all prefent 
confolations of minifters: QO no, it is now too late 
to fpeak, they thank them for their‘love, but God has 
otherwife thought of them; yet if any hope be given 
them it isever picked out from fome word, and they 

cry 
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ery, OI thirft for a little mercy, and then die; and 


us and thus before you, but my heart in fecret has 
one after the world, &c. I have neglected the Lord 
retly, I have feldom thought of, or prepared for 


e Lord has met with nie: I know violence of dif. 
“may do it fometime, but I fpeak how it is many 
times ; whereas otherwife an open entrance fhould be 
ade, 2 Pet. i. 8,9, 10; 11. And as it has been with 
fome, fo take warning left it be fo with you; you may 
be faved. alive, yet to fuffer wreck on the fhore is un- 
comfortable; and know it, if your confcience be a- 
wake, it cannot but befo. Therefore do not conclude 
they were damned without Chrift, but they were not 


made ready for Chrift ; and it may be your time draws 


nigh, and what have you to fay? now a world for half 
an hour will a dying diftrefled man fay. 

_ _Ufe 4. Is of a Four-fold exhortation, to all thofe 
elpecially that the Lord has efpoufed to himfelf, 


— CHAP. VI. SECT. 1. 
A lour-fold Exbortation to Believers. 


_Exhort. 1. "YO quicken up all thofe doubting, 
uae # drooping, yet fincere hearts, that 
much queftion the love of Chrift to them, now to ufe 
all diligence to make their calling, and election, and 
the love of Chrift fure to them, not but that it is fure 
on Chrift’s part, but make it fure on your part too; 


elfe how can you be in a readinefs to meet the Lord 


Jefus; while the ftrong man keeps the palace, the 
goods be in peace; but when Chriit hath once driv- 
en Satan out of his throne,.then nothing fometimes but 
war, but doubts and fears ; Satan told God to his face, 
Job ferved him for nought, much more the foul it 

AN 3 felf ; 


what is the reafon of it 3 what need I fpeak? Them. 
ves will tell you, and have done it, O I have lived — 


h, and I had thought to have been better, but 
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elf: and fome divines think the very fir ingredient?” 
f S tan’s poifon, and the firft affault on Chrift him- 
felf, Mat. iv. was by feeking to make him doubt | 
of his fonfhip, <‘ If thou be the Son of God,” & 
And his wiles, are here very great,’ that, hence ve 
feweliving chriftians have any fettled comfortable 
vidence of God’s eternal love to them 1 in his Son: and 
hence many fad events follow. “How can any ‘blefs 
the Lord for that love which he knows not of ee 
ny fad events follow. How can any blefs the Lord’ ~ 
fot that love which he knows not of ? many times‘it’ 

is with a man’s doubts. drooping. fom: mind, as it 

is with his continual ‘dropping » on his Vip ge" there’ 
is a daily confuming of what once was 3 that’: many a 
chriftian doubts away his life, his heart, his’ ftrength, 


-and when all is wafted, ‘glad now to return to that: 


where he fhould at fire have begun. And hence in 
one word, he is made every day “unreadly for: Chritt. 
O. therefore quiet not yourfelves in that’ eftate, as I 
fear too many do (at leaft for a timé) it is one of the 
moft dangerous eftates that can be, to be troubled with 
weak Fears, and yet reft in uncertain hopes ; but Sa 
it to a conclufion, Is the Lord Jefus mine or no? “and 
if he be yours, ant his love yours, fee it, that you may 
trample on the neck of death, and triumph: over hell, 
and the grave, and long to be with the Lord, and love 
the appearing of the Lord, and go away with joy un- 
fpeakable and full of glory out of this world, as to 
your wedding ; and if there be any hope of getting it, 
who would He without it? fome of you it may’ be 
have a long time been carelefs in feeking’ for 
for it, Hence’ want it, fome'of you have been traders 
with the Lord long, ahd yet doubt ; fome of you have 
not clear evidence, bit content yourlelyes without be- 
ing thankful to the Lord for what he hath done for 
you, hence ftill doubt. Others have grey hairs on | 
your head, or at leaft are near your graves, the bat- 
tle is hear, your armour is not on, you are not yet 
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» ready, and fo ftill doubt. I remember what Ch 
aid of Mary’s box, “ fhe prepared that for his/b 
¢al;” it may be that thefe truths may be prepa 
for your approaching departure ; and therefore li 
four lamps at this fire, and light of the Lord’s lo y 
“you, and fee that indeed he loves thee. 4 
_ Object. But why: do you perfwade to this, ti 
pirit comes and fpeaks it? How can I fee it; 


Anf. 1. It is true the Spirit only can do it, but 
ret the fame Spirit that feals the elect, the fame Spi- 
"rit. commands the elect not to it idle, and dream of 
the Spirit, but. to, ule all diligence to make it fure ; 
and you fhall never have it (ualefs you lay hold on a 
fancy for it).on thofeterms.. 
_* 2,,. Though there is an immediate witnefs of the {pi- 
rit, of the love of Chrift, yet it doth moft ufually and 
firftly witnefs by means. And hence I fhall give you 
“means looking only to the Spirit of Chrift to fet them 
on. Evangelical precepts have a power: For gofpel- 
miniftration of the Spirit confifts not only of 
- ftories and promifes, but commands, and the elect 
feel them: Hence carnal men under the law, yet pre- 
tending gofpel, will profefs the law is preached when 
- to any evagelical duty, becaufe they feel not the pow- 
er of the gofpel, being not yet under it. Ana the 
means 1 fhall mention, are only general to eftablith the. 
“ hearts of fome. , 
Means 1.. Make a fad enquiry firft of this, whether 
the Lord hath loved thee for his own everlafting 
namie-fake or no; for if the Lord hath loved thee for 
this caufe, then thy great objection will be anfwered, 
and that deep valley will be filled. How can the 
Lord love me that.am thus vile before God, and fal- 
len from God? why if the Lord for his own fake hath 
loved thee, then as no good in thee moved him to 
love thee, fo no fin which he did know was and would 
be in thee can quench that love. and if he hath ma- 
nifefted his love to be grounded on this, though but 
‘ once, 
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: e, that fame night when thou changeft is not chan=- 
ged, but is ftill as dear to him, and ever before him | 
to move him to love thee ftill, Rom, xi. 2... The as 
_ poftle anfwers a cavil, < Will God caft away his peo-. 
ple ?”’ No, faith he, none that he foreknew ; and who _ 
are thefe? ver. 5. “ A remnant according : to = 
‘* grace as.with us,” i. e. God hath for his graces _ 
fake chofen and. called without refpect of any thing 
elle: Hence that is to be underftood, 1 Sam. xii.'21, 
22. For thete are two forts of people in the church: _ 
1. Servants. 2. Sons, John viii. 35. Hence there 
is a double love the Lord manifefts to.men. : tk Cue, 
1.. Some he loves as fervants, that as wehirefome _ 
men to do our work, and give them meat and wages, 
and then'turn them out of doors, or let them go: fo 
God hath work to be done, for his fons and faints, 
and for many reafons hires wicked men to itj:either . 
by giving them reward in this life, or hopes of reward 
hereafter, and when the work is done, and ufe: made 
of their gifts, graces, {pirits, then turns. them out of 
doors. sae i Oi eet. ¥ 
But 2. Some he loves as fons, even the moft fool. ¢ 
ifh and weak in the world fometimes : hence not for 
any fervice they can do, but for his own fake he will 
give them an inheritance, and love them as fons, be- 
caufe he will; thefe abide ever in the Lord’s love? 
Hagar and Ifmmael caft out, Sarah and Iaac ftay in . 
the family 3 
Queft. How fhall I know that 2 - . 
Anf. t. If the Lord loves thee for his name-fake, 
it will draw thee to that fellowfhip with itfelf, that 
-whatever thou wanteft, thou wilt feek for it hence, 
by prefenting that name of God, that for his own fake 
he would fupply : I know the Lord loves for Chrift’s 
fake; but why fhould Chrift help for his name-fake ; 
For thus many hypocrites think when they fee God’s 
anger again{t them for their fin, they feek to. remove 
fin, and when that is done, think God is at peace, 
ie and 
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~ and now all is well. They fee the Lord is delig ig 
with the obedience of his people, hence fall to 
work, and now think the Lord is pleafed with Pa m. 
But if ever the Lord loves any man, he will firf 
his mouth, whether Jew or Gentile, Rom. iii. 109. 
and make baie on his knees know there is no reafon ' 
for it; nay all reafon againft it. Now has not the | 
Lord brought thee to this? and hence having nothing 
fo quench God’s anger, but Chrift, haft held up him 
before God, and having nothing to move Chrift, haft 
held up his name before him, and here haft refted thy 
wearied heart looking to him, if any grace be begun 
n thee, that he would perfect it ; ifnone, that he would 
begin it; if unfit.and unworthy, to prepare thee for 
y for his own good pleafure : this is one evidence 
of it. As it is in fome feals, you can hardly perceive 
in the feal what is ingraven there, but fet it on wax, 
you may fee it evidently : fo here, hardly can you fee 
the Lord’s love for his own fake; if thou cleaveft with 
deareft affection to this love for its own fake; there 
there thou art fafe, Prov. xviii. ro. ‘* The name of 
. the Lordisa ftrong tower,’ &c. and this is not on- 
ly at firft converfion, but ever after all duties, all en- 
bn ant Ezek. xvi. ult. ‘And this does evidence 
love. 

1. Becaufe if thou hadi{t the righteoufnefs of angels 
thou wouldft think it a good evidence, but this of 
Chrift is a thoufand times dearer. 

2. This is a fetting of God againft himfelf, 7. ¢. to 
anfwer himfelf; and hence faints, in all their {traits 
and forrows, hither had recourfe; 1 fpeak not now of 
temporal bleflings, but of everia iting love, and all the 
fruits of it, that here it hangs. “Now | fay, you 
are built ina rock higher than all powers of dark- 
nefg; now a key is put into thy hand to unlock all 
God’s treafure ; now thou art in the very lap of love 


wrapt wiih in it, when here thy heart refts: and there- 
fore 
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this be thus, fee it, and wonder his name has 
d him to love me. Ai UE SE 
ou fhall find this, if the Lord for his name-fake YY 
loves thee, there is not any carriage or paflage of pro- 
—vidence of him to thee, but he gets himfelf a name 
firft or laft by it: for if this be God’s end, every paflage’ 
of Providence is but a means to this end: hence hé 
will/attain this end by every ad of his Providence to- _ 
wards thee: hence you fhall find that thofe very 
fins that difhonour’ his name, he will even by them 
(and if by them, by all things elfe) get himfelf aname, | 
he will be fo far from caiting thee out of his love, ~ 
thatthe will do the-good by:them. .Thofe-very fias — 
that God damns others for, he will make to humble 
thee, empty thee. Pharifees perfecuted Chrift, and 
loft ail for it, Paul was fo, and it humbled him all his — 
life, “* Not worthy to be called an apoftle, becaufe I 
*¢ perfecuted the church of God ;” and it madé him. 
lay up all his wealth in mercy ; *¢ I was received to 
‘mercy,’ 1 Tim. i. Mary fins much, and God for- 
gives much, and fhe loves much ; others finned much, 
and God hardened much ; Judas betrays Chrift, and 
repents, and hangs himfelf, and flies trom him ;-Pe- 
ter denies him, and weeps;.and hence he is the firft 
that preaches him.» And this is certain, in the beft 
hypocrite, fins left in him, either never make him bet- 
ter, but blind and harden him, and he’has his diftinc- 
tions of infirmity, &c. that he flights them day by 
day, till all his days are run out; or if any good, 
it)'Is no more than Judas, or Cain, fome legal 
terrors, ‘or other light flathes of comfort, but to be 
more humble indeed, &c. this he finds not. Nowis 
it not fo'with thee? Doth not thy weaknefs {trength- 
en thee with Paul? Doth not thy blindnefs make thee 
cry’ fordight? and thofe cries have been heard,: out 
of darknels God: has, brought light. “hou hatt felt 
venom and rifings of heart againitChrif, and. do they 
not make thee loath thyofelfsmore ? that theu think- 
bed | ho ce ett 
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eft never. any fo beholding to grace? do not th 
into fin make thee more weary. of it, watchful 

long to be rid of it? and fo fin male. but 
bounds!:- Why fhould this be fo? for his name’s 
ecaufe he will love thee; hence it is fo great and: 
1atchable, that he will make thy poifon thy food, thy 
eath: thy life, thy damnation falvation, thy very 
eateft enemies thy ereateft friends. And hence 
Mr. Fox faid he thankedeGiod for his fins “more than 
his geod works. 1 have marvelled. at God’ s dealings 
ith his people, they be and fhay long, and:care 
for returning agai that time a mighty pow- 
eaches, humbles, brings setae wine ove never 


aftant, raters es build a I ; wet ine this, &e. 
_ Thaveothat, your aflurance will not ftand ; ther jiard 

- lookband feeafit be not thus with grousctr] tin 
Means 2. Take heed you do not build your: vaffur= 
-afice from amingled covenant-of works and: grace; for 
this is’ the frame of divers when they lie under the firft 
covenant only of doing, they will not take this as any 
evidence, as they have no reafon fo to do, Romeix. 3b. 
Nor | when a man lies under the feddnd covenant Lat 
believing. barely; andif it be a dead faith, they have 
no evideuce or reafon fo:to dos: Hencé, they mingle 
the ‘covenants, and think thus; If I can bélieved in 
Chrift, and perform univerfal obedience to all the 
commands of God, 1 thall be fafe; hence fet upon the 
obfervance of both; and’ finding they can neverrdo 
them, efpecially the latter, hence are ever troubled, 
and never have any fettled peace. Hence thofe Ga. 
latians Paul writes to, perverting and mingling the co- 
venants, were troubled, Gal.t. 7. & 5, 12. Not (belov- 
ed) but that whoever believes and performs univerfal 
obedience: evangelically to the whole law, “he cannot 
but do well; and he that does it not, buc lives in any 
one fin, let him evidence his fuith if hetan.* But I 
{peak when a man fubmits to it, ub forma faders, ia L 
O ' can 
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it, and becaufe I cannot do it, hence doubt. 
gather your evidence of God’s love primarily and \4 
from your fubjeétion to the fecond covenant, 
1. 10, ° -** Peace on them that walk according to — 
et Ms role ;”~ for Adam’ S righteoufnefs that did t 
m to God, it brake; hence no life, nor eviden 
from ‘that. ; but faith is an everlafting invincible 
grace, | “upheld by the mighty power of God, and 
hence. ee will be everlafting evidence and peace, 
Pee Boe ‘Whom though we fee not, yet believing _ 
sh We rejoice.” ~ Objeét. 1s a chriftian then free from 
the law? Anf. Yes, he is ins, Soe it as a covenant : 
hence though it be bioee him, he he is not caft o oy i 
of covenant, or favour, bu nee not free from it a 1S 
a tule, fiom, which if he fwerves he is to call himf a 
not God’s love into queftion: Why ? Dbecaufe. it has 
pleafed the Father in another covenant | to, offer life, 
give life, and hence only to evidence life. ‘Whatever 
the law requires I have, at that inftant I did believe, 
T performed it in a Saviour by faith: and that I _my- 
felf' may do every title of it, I come ‘unto a Saviour for 
it by faith; fo that when Satan objects you, have no 
Chrift, nor love of a Chrift, becaufe no. faith, and no ,. 
faith becaufe you cannot do this or that. Anfwer, 1 
cannot do it indeed, I never undertook ‘it to have ite 
or love thus, but I Rive done it in another, and i can 
do all things by Chrift, if he will help me, ‘under 
whofe grace Tlie, and hence will be fo far from. 
doubting, that 1 will rejoice in mine infirmities, that | 
Yam a fit fubje@t for the power and grace of Chrift 
to fhew itfelf upon. ‘Thus retire to the fecond cove- 
nant ever, if ever you would get any fettled peace. 
And from neglect of this flows a world of LED yae eae 
blenefs in many a fpirit, ever complaining, and why? 
I cannot do this or that, neyer peace now; but can- 
not you lie under the Lord that he would help? ? keep 
heres and keep your peace here. © oe 
Object. But many a chriftian that retires hither 
hath no peace, and fo have I done, yet find none? 


Arf, 


QD Q- 
er ail fins, and fears of the world, if at liberty, 1 John 
. 4. like a matter in a fhip, if he cannot fave the fhip 
ne way, let him have liberty, he will by another. If it 
e objected, you have departed from Chrift, what have . 
ou to do with him ; I'll return faith faith to my fir | 
hufband. Odyed.. But he is angry with you. An. 
If he be angry for my departure from him, I will not 
provoke him more by ftaying here ; who knows but 
he may repent? Object. But you cannot go to him 
with a your heart. nf. True, yet 1’ look to him 
to draw me. Odjed. But you feel nothing. An/- 
Yet I will wait. Odje@. But you will wait in vain. 
Still I will look he would keep me from that. 
Now ftop at any of thefe, trouble comes, fuffer it to 
fhift, it will find reft. As it is with the anchor, let. 
it down but little, the fhip drives ; but let it down at 
full length, it will ride in ftorms ; then it is wreftling 
of faith that gets the blefling, where oppofition makes 
the foul take fafter hold ; as it was with Jacob... The. 
-woman of Canaan got it thus. 

Or 2. It is becaufe they look for another kind of 
faith, and hence own not, as the Jews the Meffiah, 
they made account to have received him in ftate, and 
he came low ;_ fo men look for a fuperlative. faith, 
but want it. But thus the foul efpoufed to Chrift, fo 
long as 'marriage-covenant lafts, fhe may conclude of 
love. 

Means 3. Do not fear the love of Chrift is not to- 
ward you, becaufe he hides his face, and departs fome- 
times from you; hufbands remain fo when they .de- 
part, and leave the houfe for many aday, and it is 
fimple to fay he is not my huiband now. So here, 
the Lord loves his people, yet departs, Ifa. liv. 1 2, 
3> 4, 5, 6, 7, and truly it is very hard when inward 
blows, and fad defertions, and outward miferies, and 

O 2 no 
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rift found, though fought for. But how fhall 
know and difcern his love? Anf. Many things «© 
be faid this way, only one thing obferve, whe- 
y Jove remains ftill to him for himfelf;- for it 
is arule that moft commonly a chriftian’s pureftand™ 
ceareft love appears in Chrift’s abfence trom him. — 
As it is with friends, while with us we love them, _ 
but. when gone, we feel that love more quick than be- 
fore. Jerufalem lies in the duft, and now the very — 
duft is beloved, Pial, cil, 13, 14. and if it be fo, itis — 
certain we love him becaufe he loved us, and we con- — 
tinue to love him, becaufe he continues to love us, 
now look then if thy love do’mot appear, 1. In 
mourning fot his abfence. 2. In longing for his pree : 
fence. 3. In bleffing him for a little thatis left of 
himfelf, as feeing fuch want of him; and is not this 
for himfelf to have his company again, that though 
God gives thee all other things, yet when thou comett 
to confider the Lord is gone, this ftrikes near, as 
when Chrift departed away, Jon xviv 5, 6. . But be- 
caufe love may be benumbed, and lie dead, therefore 
iry it a tune of parting, and’ put thy heart thus to it; 
if he be none of thine, then take thy fill/in thy fin, 
and forfake him: no beloved, here you fhall fee the - ~ 
heart will yield and melt, John xiii. 35.455, 6, &c. 
and it will’fay, Lord let me never fin more <againft 
thee, though never faved by-thee. And ‘take it for'a 
rulé, donot think the Lord has left off his love to 
you when you depart from him, and he from you; 
but lying in your departures, O that is fad ; but re- 
turn again, it comforts the Lord’s heart, efpecially 
when it is for himfelf, not for peace and falvation, 
but though he never faves me, Ovyet I will look af 
ter him. ; . 

Means 4. Look to the tender-heartednefs of the 
Lord fefus ; for (beloved) all the doubts of chriftians 
arife chiefly from this head, from a hard opinion of 
Chrift, which Satan fugge(ts, as at firft, Gen, ii. 5. 
that 
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- that fo they might take in his wares. God?’s 
donot know the tender- heartednefs of the Lor 
fus ;°, Satan prefents him only in wrath, when <% 
hreats are {fpoken, all thefe are mine, faith the 
yc. And now if any woman lives with a man 
of a hoggith churlith difpofition, fhe will be e 
. oubting: of his love. Mendo not knowit I fay, 
ealous of him, which the Lord takes cc" i, 
Deut. i. 27.4 
~ Quett. Hows al I bro that te 
pepne2 (BBs 

An. pial 
her 2 ongearths.: 
st 

“on earth ae jae epee ea of his Prag for. 
ever. In four things. — 

- 1. Never any came to. him that he caft: awayn, sted 
ever their forrows or fins, were, but healed them e- 
very one, if they came to him with their miferies : ‘ 
for im healing their miferies he did but fhew his rea- 
dinefs to heal them of, their fin, hence Matthew ap- 
Bie that,; Matt. viii. 17. “* He bare our infirmities.’? 

2. When men came to. him for bye ends, not for 
\ himielf chiefly, he rebukes them for it, and thews 
he: was.more, ready to give himfelf, eaaan bread to 
SES John ivi..27. 

3» Lhofe that. were loft, and fick, and EEL. 
Sei came not to. him, he went up and down. to feek 
and fave them, the “ loft fheep,’? Luke xix. 10. 

4. Thofe that would none of his love, he pitied 
nh had compaflion on their mifery and fin; as on 
Toe that were fheep withouta fhepherd ; he mourn- 
ed for the hardnefs of their hearts : he wept over Je- 
rufalem. -Now look upon Chrift the fame ftill: thou 
comeft to him in fecret to take away all iniquity, to 
give thee, himfelf; tell me, doft thou think the Lord if 
here would reject thee ever. ,2. But I dare not re- 

ceive 
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im.  Anf. Thou wilt take bread from him dai- | 
; d-he is more willing to give himfelf. 3. Thou © 
canft not come to him, nor find him, but only fome- 
times, nor fee him; well but then he will feek thee 
out. 4. O but I oft reject: yet he pities thee ftill, 
QO think of this compaflion of Chrift, and make him 
as if prefent; it is a {pecial means to eftablith the ‘ 
heart in believing. Be Wi RR pee “—. 
Means 5. Learn to know when you are bound not to | 
give way to your fear of God’s love ; for fometimes ite 
is the cafe of many a precious foul, that he has cleare- 
vidence of God’s love tov him: and what is there a- 
gainft it? nothing but a fear, what if fhall be de- 
ceived when all is done? and hence the”heart finks 
exceedingly. As fome women that have {pecial love, 
if once they take a jealoufy of their hufband, it is ne- 
ver removed: So here. AE hee 
- Queft, How shall I know this 2 a eae 

Anf. Firft, If thofe fears’ thou haft, drive thee 
farther from Chrift, it is clear you are then to caft 
them off : thofe fears that caufe fin are finful, but to 
be driven from Chrift is finful, Luke v. 9, ta “Lord | 
“* depart from me, I am finful :’? * Fear not,” faith 
Chrift, 1 Sam. xii. 20. they were ready’ to caft’ off 
all, ‘* Fear not’’ faith he; think of this, what it is you 
get by nurfing up thofe fears, they hinder your joy 
in, and your love to Chrift; your blefling of Chrift,. 
caufe a dead difcouraging ‘heart; nay though they 
drive you to Chrift one way, if they drive you from 
Chrift another way by queftioning his care ; conclud: 
ing againft his truth, never doubt they are vile, 
Mat. viii. 26. “* Why did ye fear, O ye of little 
“< faith.” So far therefore as fear drives us to 
Chrift, it is-good, otherwife to be cut of. ‘ 

2. If the Lord hasdrawn thy heart to come to Chrift, 
and. when undone, every way fecretly perfuaded thy 
heart that thou thalt have help if thou come, and by 
coming haft received healing virtues of thy lufts and 
; vile 
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vile affections from the Lord. Jefus, fear not noy 
_ is a fin to fear I fhall not have help, as Mark 
e woman with the bloody iffue, the was afraid the 
prefumed, hence came trembling, but the Lord 
her, “‘ Now fear not, be it unto thee according to 
ith:” only thy iffue is but begun to heal. What 
ou, | you never come to him, never received 
ing from him? that is hard. ‘Surely it is’ 

, that I would not be in my luft again for a world. 
Means 6. lf none of thefe prevail, but the Lord 


xt to the donation of Chrift, no mercy like 
this, ny affurance long ; and why? for if the 
Lord ot, I thould have given ‘way to a loofe 
heart and life, but, &c. fo if the Lord fhould deal fo 
with thee, it may be thou wouldft lie in thy fins, if 
thou had{t peace there, and it may be you have had it, 
but finned, ‘and. not.confefled, ‘not lamented, not op- 
poled: Thus it was with David, Pfal. xxxil.1, 2,3, 
4. Hence when he confefled, the Lord forgave in 
his confcience. his fin. Men will withdraw their love 
from their wives if it make them wanton, and deal 
fharply with them: fo one that never reftored could” 
never get peace; fome ever complaining, never fet. 
tled, becaufe they have their truces with fin, and 
would have peace with Chrift, and it cannot be: And 
this is a rule I have long held, inthem that have clear 
light of the gofpel, long denial of affurance is like fire 
to burn out fome fin, and then the Lord will fpeak 
peace, Jud. x. 16. And therefore take this counfel, 
and God will tell thee thy fin, if thowart defirous 
that he fhould find it out, but get this mercy from 
him, Zach. xiii. 9... : 
Means 7. Bring thy heart to a. ftrait; either”to 
reject or receive him tobe thine, hevis offered “A "be 
cing 
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and faviour, and lord-and hufband; now thou 
have his:heart, his hand, his Spirit, his Fa- 
ry his kingdom,» his ordinances, his » angels, 
himfelf, if you receive him, or elfe if not, you thal 
lofe him, and then woe to thee; when any mercy, 
anifery, any ordinance befals thee; for all fhall fi I 
thy blood, confume thee, and fit thee for eternal i 
in: and then 1 with, O that. I had taken him, but 
then:too lates. shesefoie receive him.or reje& hin 
O I cannot; that’s another matter : However we pr 
pound thefe- evangelical commands that may com 
-with power, and therefore know, that if they do yet a 
mnow,) er —~ arileagaits ain time. |... 3 
Sta MEM: SOCKS PRBS Lures yey it ts 
rO) WO Toor 2ck dh Be T. i. irae: 8 Ae 
Exhort. 2+ poe is not all pitas fe 
3 ready for Chrift; unlefs your love is fet and fixed. on 
him and bhefe fash: look that it, be neady,. 1 loubt 
not but that theres glowing in, your hearts;, fome love. 
to: the Lord; it cannot be thatyall fhould be easel “ 
thatall his: kindnefs fhould be forgotten, . but remem- — 
- bred:many times with fome affliction); -but know it, 
afidtchecfo; your lamp is not yet.im your hand, -nor 
“your fouls ready. to meet the Lord : For, look as it is 
with a mighty prince, that {hall fet.his heart on fome 
poor fervant, and he requires no portion, but to love 
him the more, and fhe cannot bring her heart to love 
thim more than other mean fellows, is fhe fit or ready 
to be matched unto him? So here: Hence, Matth. ° 
x. 37. ** He that loves father or mother,” &c.. then 
you are ready when your love is fit for fuch an huf- 
band; and therefore tho’ you feel fome love under 
the afhes (when you itir up:your hearts) to the Lord 
Jefus, yet if it be not a fit love befeeming | his. excel- 
lency, and the glory of his perfon, when. you. can: 
draw out buckets of love, and pour it upon other 
things, but fearce fetch out a drop for Chrift, and 
. yet 
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yet you hope’that will ferve the turn; I tell you no, 

. you are yet unfit and unready for him. Look as it 
_ was with their offering the teftimonies of love and 
_ thankfulnefs, Mal. i. 14: fo it is here’ And therefore 
~ Ly exhortation fhall be as is faid in that Pfalm, -Pfal. 
Ixxxvi. 7, 8. “ Give unto the Lord the honour due 
© unto his name :”? So give to the Lord the love that 


Pane . Cae * 
Is due unto him, that love that is fit for him. . — 


~— Quelt. What is that love the Lord would have, which 
4s fit for him ? SES RRA TL: te eet ae 
_ Anf. 1. Beloved, 1 hope if you think not-your 
blood too dear for Chrift, you will not think any love. 
too much for Chrift: Yet becaufe I would not have 
‘you aim at an uncertain mark, and fhoot at a venture, 
/T fhall fingle out that love which [hope your own con- 
/ feiences cannot but fay is fit. And, ~ 6p 
-_ 1. Thad thought to have fought for this from you, 
viz. Give the Lord Jefus but that love, no more love 
than thou haft given ‘to thy lufts, the Lord will be 
contented with it, Rom. vi. 19. “As ye have yield- 
ed,” &c. fo now; but that it may be you may think 
this love too bafe for him, yet give him but this, and 
the Lord would be contented with it, and accept ofits 
and thofe-that fhall not, it fhall be their torment in 
hell to think of this word: O that I had given the 
Lord Jefus that love I gave to my bafe lufts, 1 had had 
him, and been in heavenwith him. But { wholly prefs 
‘a fecond. rit 
2. Do but love him as he loveth thee, i. e. you can- 
not anfwer the ereatnefs of his love, but do it-for 
your meafure : lf you cannot pay him in pounds, yet 
pay him in pence ; and this is fit forhim: ‘For 15He 
is worthy of love, there is beauty in him whycthou - 
fhouldeft defire-him; there is none in'thee. ia. “Thy 
love fhall have a recompence, 2'lim. iv. 8vhe never 
can have recompence ‘from thee. 3. He loves thee 
firft with his own love, now that-is unreafonable not 
oan to 
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‘to reflect his beams, and return him his own esas 
fimilitude, if not in parity. — . ate) 
yy Queft. Wherein appears the love. of the Lord to. we, 4 
= fo I may fee how manifeft the like love to him? 

~ Anf. He-hath loved thee more than himfelf, more 

tan his own honour ; for * he made himfelf of no Bon 
a putations”’ Phil. ii. 7. more than his own co 
forts, he left the bofom of a Father, and bore nies 
wrath of a Father for thee; more than his own life, 
he faw thy neck upon+the block, and God’s axe up 
to. give the bloody fatal f{troke ; ‘and he came inithy — 
room, and loved thy life more than his own, loft his if 
cown before one hair of thy head fhould perith, thou gh - 
he knew thee a traitor to God, Aad an enemy to hi 
felf; Rom. v. 10., Rev. iss, 6. if this be. not thus, 
woe to the living, woe to the dying, 9 What art thou j 
but a fad fpectacle hung up in thy chains inthis world | 
for angels in heaven to fee and tremble at, and for 
devils, fins, and eternal forrows, like fowls of, heaven 
to prey upon. . Now is it not,fit that thou fhouldtt 4 
love him more than.thyfelf? his honour more than 
thine own, nay more than thy, life? Rev, xii. 11. I 
have known them whom the Lord hath revealed this 
Joye. to, that have thought it;too little to do; and 
hence have wifhed they had been born i in.thofe times — 
that they might have laid down their lives for him : 
Where is now this love ? Deth not felf-love fwallow 
up all? Lord, what felf-feeking, felf-ferving, felf- mind- 
ing, felf- honouring, felf-pleafing, and the Lord him- 
felt and his love forgot, as if there were no: Chrift, or 
in him no love. 

2. He hath loved thee ee he might have pafled 
by thee, and loved others that might have won the. 
Lord towards them (I {peak after the manner of men) 
rather than thee; men of ‘greater place, greater gifts 
and parts, greater pomp in the world, but Rem, ix. 


Jacob thall ‘bel loved, Efau hated ; he hath patled by 
neve kings 
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kings with their crowns, and now fet his heart on thée 
a babe, when wife ones know him not; foolithy when’ 

prident ones fee him not; weak, when frongand’ 

mighty receive him not. Yea, as the apoftle fpeaketh, 

Co -i, 28.“ Bafe things, and things which are not.” 
God hath made thee ‘nothing ‘in thine, own eyes. 

_ Behold ‘his ‘love, and now do the like for him.” It 

“may be fometime thy carnal eye fees more glory in 
the creature than in Chrift; more in the ‘honour of 
_man, than in the honour of a Chrift, &c. And hence 
‘mighteft fet thy heart on them rather than‘on Chrilt, 
becaufe ftrongly, tempted fo to do, and it may after’ 

fome fcourges be faved at laft, yet pafs by them; and fet’ 

thy heart only on him. We judge of a friend by the 
times of trial, and of a chriftian, by a time of tempta- 
tion. ‘Now a Balaam, a witch may not dare in time 

‘temptation, to fall into it. Oh get one ftrain high- 

ef, and go ‘one ftep farther than a witch, though 

might’ Jet my. heart loofe'after the world, 'l will not’ 
love’ it, the love! of the Lord deferves it, the love of 

‘the Lord conftrains Mie to give my love to him, and 

not to the world, though I might hide it, and have! 

perce tar te re RO 2Et AiO: , 

“3. He loves thee although thou wrongeft him, If. 
xiit'22-26) when'héis fo wronged that’ he’ is rea-’ 
dy “to give*thed'up, ‘yer Hof. xi! 8, 9. “Fé ts’ God 
and not man; nay which is more wonderful, wheré 
fin there grace abounds. Hence David makes this’ 
an argument,’ Pfal. xxv. 11. ** Forgive becaufe itis 
ereat.”~ -And-hence Mofes, Deut. xxxiil. o,° *' Be- 
‘* caufe itis a ftiffneckéd people.” Oh theréforé 
love him, though he fmites thee, thouch he forfakes 
Hee, wherein he may feem but indeed doth no: 
wrong to 'thee, but love* thee, chailifement is parr’ 
of the portion’ “of ‘fons, ‘not of ‘baftards,” Heb. xii: 
5, 8. but do as that’ woman when fie came to 
he flake, gave away her ‘cloaths, fome to ‘one,’ ” 

: eit ol a fome 
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fome to another, ‘* Now farewell friends, and world, 
welcome love Chrift.”” So if the Lord comes to take = 
“away all from thee, the child of thy body, the huf- - 
“band of thy youth, the wife of thy bufom, the comforts 
‘of thy life, provifions from thy family, bread froth'thy 
‘mouth, bid farewel to them, give them into the 
‘Lord’s hands, and now fay, welcome ‘Chrift. It is 
ufual for chriftians at firft converfion and efpoufing, 
“the Lord loves them dearly, and tenders them, fhews 
“nothing but love to them, and then their love is freth; 
afterward come hard frofts, and winter-ftorms, and 
cold blafts of difpleafed affliétions; now the foul ap- 
-prehending anger, and nothing elfe, it grows difedu- 
raged, {6 dies: when/if it could ftay and wait, it fhould 
fee all from love, and doing it the greate(t good) »O- 
remember this : he doth afflict me, he doth depart from 
me, he doth fear me with hell, yet I will love him ne- 
ver a whit the lefs: Though-the Lord buries all the 
bleflings he gives me, yet my love*thall live, and if it 
do fall it fhall arife. VIS Los by S 
4. He loved thee when in thy low eftate, Pal. cxxxvi. 
23. even when as no eye pitied thee, Ezek. xvi. nay 
when thou wert vileft, at the height of thy fin, under 
deepeft depths of mifery, and ftraighteft captivity, af- 
ter friends had almoft ceafed to counfel, word and 
rit could do no good, after confcience had warned 
thee. © love him when he is in his loweft eftate, 
when his enemies perfecute him, and his feeming 
friends forfake him. Before you came to this land, 
you thought Chrift and perfecution, Chrift and the 
meaneft condition, nay Chrift and death would be 
{weet : the Lord it may be doth or will try your love ; 


{pi- 


and here ‘you find Chrift and loffes in eftate. Chrift _ 


and croffes in‘your family, Chrift and many fears, and 
toils, and cares. Do you love him now as well as e. 
ver you did for all this? O never was- my heart 
worfe! I doubt not but a difcerning Chriftian may fee 


how all the world is againft Chrift, nay many traitors 
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in. his own family, who love the bag more than 
-Chrift. . Many foolith virgins who love their fleep and 


- floth more than Chrift; nay the hearts and {pirits of 


his own friends declining, that there is not that life of 
~Chrift, that prefence, and favour, and power of Chrift 


-in_ hearts, in prayers, in lives, and no complaints of 


this : Now is the fitteft time of love, when no eye fees, 


_ when no heart loves him, or cares for him, Pfal. cxix. 


126,127. ‘* Therefore | love thy commands,” when 
he is {hut out of every heart, when none to receive 
him, if any love it will appear now. 

5- He doth love thee conftantly every moment, 
John xiii. -1, 2. He hath thee every moment in his 
bofom, every moment thou art finning, and he is par- 
doning. Sin, and Satan, and hell, and wrath are e- 


_very moment waiting to hurt thee, and he is every mo- 


“ment watching over thee, redeeming of thee. Every 


moment fin and juftice cry againit thee, and yet he is 
continually ‘‘ making interceflion for thee,”’ Ma. xxvi. 
2,3. Every moment he is blefling when thou art fin- 
ning, .O the unknown love. of the Lord Jefus! O 
thefe-fits of love are not fit for him. A man eve- 
ry moment warming him, but {till is cold, is ita fad 
fign that death is near: You can love him fometimes 
in afermon, but foon after cold again, or in a facra- 
ment, and prefently heart-dead again : or after anfwer 
to prayers, and fome {pecial deliverances, and then the 


heart is unaffeted again, and a little pang of love 


mutt content-Chrift : if he ceafeth one moment to love. 
thee, and to manifeft it to thee, then ceafe to love him; 
if he ceafefeth not to love thee dearly, never to leave 


. thee, O then ever love him. 


Object. But we have fuch diftractions and cares ? 
Anf Men in love will follow their work, and wo- 
men will do the houfewifery of the houfe, and yet love 
is at no time to feck to their hufbands, and fhall the 
Lord: have lefs?... | 
6. He loves thee with an. unmeafurable love, Rom. 
V. 20 


8. ON THE PARABLE OF THE 

v. 20.:‘¢ Where fin, there grace hath abounded — 
hence Eph. 435. 4. love,” and’ “' great love? - 
ver. 7. ‘ Exceeding riches of his grace i? Bor thete 
‘isin Chrift, 9 H ko uites (obits 
A oe: created love. One man loves ancther ex- 

ceedingly, as Jonathan did David. Now he hath 'the 
perfection of all human or angelical love towards his’ 


Ti 
Ld haa 


people putin him. . sige acs eile 
_2.-Increated love, infinite love of a God, and hence 
it is'unmeafurable. He thinks nothing he doth too’ 
much, nothing he gives too dear : hence when world’ 
is flain, Satan'caft out, when he is out, fin muft out 3° 
when fome fins are removed, the reft mutt; ‘when 
_ they are out, then death muf ; when death, then beng: 
And when there is no life, no grace, he works it; Lg 
decays, he reftores it; it cannot ad; he quickens it 5” 
it cannot, doth not grow, he waters it. He hath’ 
given thee the earth, and che days of peace and pa- 
tience ; thofe are too little: he éalls thee, ‘and when* ; 
thou canft not come, draws thee, and gives thee par-) | 
don; that is-too littl : he gives earth:to'thee, that ig” 
too little (fer they are made co-heirs :) he gives pro.’ 
mife to thee, that is too little: he gives himfelf and’ 
Spirit, and can he do more? Yes, we cannot drinkin’ 
all that goodnefs and love > hence he gives eternity to | 
thee, and he fhall more and more enlighten thee : not 
only let thy foul live to blefs him, but thy poor body, 
and every duft of it, to be raifed up to glory with 
him. What the Lord promifed: to Abraham, In 
* bleffing I will blefs,”’ that portion is thine. -O now: 
love him without meafure. “O how T love thy law !?? 
how did David love it? I cannot tell; but if he lov- 
ed the word of Chrift, then much more the perfon 
of Chrift, the prefence of Chrift, everlafting tellow- 
fhip with Chrift. O take heed of giving Chrift, and’) 
meafuring out unto Chrift his portion, his allowance, 
that when the Lord comes to you for more love (as 
he doth daily) you give him that anfwer which many 
: Rey do 
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do in their, practice, you have let himhave 4s much 
as you can: fo that you cannot {pare any more from 
yourfelves, from a-bafe world, from wife, and child, 
and creature, from a flothful courfe: you. hope 'the 
Lord will accept of that littlehe hath. J confefs that 
a little water in a {pring is better than much that: 
comes by land floods, but be fure it be a fpring, elfe | 
not accepted. Beloved, time was you lived. without 
Chrift, did nothing for him: now you do; and 
what thou doft this year, didft laft year, and no more: 
Will you thus ftint the Lord? Either do more, give 
more, or mourn you cannot: O one life, one heart 
is too little for him. It hath put me to fad fears of 
many men’s eftates to fee this frame, a.world of fin 
without meafure every day: where is the chriftian 
that loves the Lord every day? how can any then fay 
much is forgiven, when they do not love much. : 

- 9, He loves thee now in glory, there hath prepared 
a place for thee, John xiv. 1, 2, 3. where he longs 
for thee, Johnoxvii. 24. You know Pharaoh’s but: 
ler when. exalted to his: place, forgot. poor Jofeph. 
‘One would think now’ the Lord Jefus is in glory, and 
hath God, and angels, and his kingdom to content 
him, he fhall never look after fuch-a worm, fuch a 
poor helplefs creature as thee. But as the High Prieft 
carried.the names on his breaft, and precious ftones, 
fo the Lord Jefus hath thy name writ upon his very 
heart. .O now love him when he exalts thee to glo- 
ry,| to give the kingdom of heaven on earth with 
- peace and quietnefs. When Germany lies in blood, 
and eaftern churches flain by the dragon, devoured 
by the Turk, when England’s lights and. lamps. are 
going out, no people have fuch peace, fuch glory, in 
fo fmall a time... Beloved, now: where is love? The 
churches of Chrift never loft their love fo. much a 
when they had'their peace, and ‘have been fixteea’ 
hundred years.a-learning by afflictions and - perfecu- 
tions, how-to enjoy their peace, and to: have hi 

ave 
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love {mell as fweet as when beaten moft, and yet have- 
not, but like the globe without the crofs in the em- 
~blem rolling and running farther and farther from 
God, in cruce gues. O unreafonable to love him 
leaft whom he tenders moft. ~Does not prayer grow 
cold for the name of Chrift ? then love grows cold. 
Does not plenty cf means make thy foul flight means ? 
when you went many miles to hear, and had fcarce 
bread at home, O you thought if once you had fuch 
liberties! but when they are made yours, now what . 
fruit. Doft not fail in affeCtions to faints? O love 
dies, Chrift deals not fo with thee, and who _knows_ 
but in rocks and mountains of the wildernefs thou. 
mayeft lament thefe evils which peace breed now? 
8. He loves thee fo as when any evil touches thee, 
he has a feeling of it, and is grieved at it, Judg. x. 
16. Ifa. Ixiti. 9. nay, he then comforts thee moft, 
both in them, and by them, John xiv. 27: * Not as 
““ the world gives peace, fol give it to you:” O 
then grieve thou for thofe evils that betide him, the 
wrongs that others offer him, but efpecially the un- 
kindnefs thy own foul fhews him, Mark v. 3..He 
** mourned for the hardnefs of their heart,” Eph. iv. 
29, 30 ** Let no corrupt communication proceed 
** out of your mouth,” and “ grieve not the Holy 
“ Ghoft,” Heb. iii. 10. “ Forty years long was I 
grieved becaufe they erred ;”” I confefs you will wrong 
him, but will you, mutt you be impenitent too? Did 
his enemies grieve him on earth, and {hall his friends 
grieve him in heaven, and no forrows, no fecret tears ? 
Is there no good nature? But what, is there no fpi- 
rit of mourning? It may be many.a day and week. 
haft thou grieved him, and not a fign to any purpofe 
to eafe thee of thy fin, but what has eafed thee in thy 
fin. O now comfort his heart again after thou hat 
moft grieved him; comfort his fpirit that is dying, figh. 
ing in thee; as he comforts thee by thy troubles, 
comfort him by making a right ufe of all thy fins to 
be 


> 
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be more humble, more vile, to love him the m re, 

and love thyfelf the lefs, as the prodigal fon, Luke 

ven, OVO ON 2312.4." pe ee 
|. ‘9: He’ loves thee fo, that though he departs, he 
will not, does not ftay long from thee, though ¥ 
e may think it long, Ifa. liv. 7. Hence it is wonder 
st fee when heart gone, love loft, life loft, yet fudd 
_ thou art brought down on thy knees: O i 
Lord that does it: Thou waft in forrow of 


oN 


did not ftay long, but came and co ed thee 5 
° . thou waft in thy fins, it was not lone he deliver- 
_edthee; thou waft in want of knowledge of him, it 
has not been ‘long but that he has revealed the Lord 

to thee ; thow halt been in afflictions and troubles, it’ 


has ot be sn Jong but he has heard thee: So give 
him the like love. I know you will fall from him in 


love, in delight, in care; but do not ftay long from 
him. Sometimes the baits of the world will draw 
thee from hit when thou haft thy eafe and peace ; 
O think it was better with me once than now; when 
fears drive thee from him, yet return, 1 Sam. xii. 21. 
22. O here is that which hardens hearts, breaks your 
peace, and grieves the Lord fo as he is forced to fénd 
many fad afflictions, becaufe you lye in your falls: O 
be not long, nor far from him. He returns to thee 
when thou art moft unkind to him.: return when he 
isever kind) Hereturns to thee though he has no 
need of thee, thou haft of him: “« He will not leave 
thee :”” © leave not him. | 

10. Hevhas from before all worlds loved thee, when 
no reafon for it, Jer. xxxi. 1, 2,3. Thou haft ne- 
glected to'love him long, all thy youth, nay it may be 
all thy life; O you beloved of the Lord, begin to do 
it now, when there is all reafon for it, when heaven 
calls for it, earth calls for it, ordinances plead for it, 
Spirit faith come, and calls for it too. It may be thy 

life isnot long. What not yet? 
aid OH Cette , Quelt, 


ON THE PARABLE OF THE 
ueft. But how fhall I come to do this, thus to love 
ord. ‘ 


,» yet becaufe the Lord does it by means, I will 
ive you fome now. 


tafte the bitternefs of the deceitful fweetnefs of all 
creatures; for this is a rule in reafon, a man’s af- 


- fedtions, like ftreams muft run fome way : and it is a 
rule in theology, {top the affections from running to- 


the creature, and in a fincere heart it will run unto 


L Labour to find out the true fweetnefs, and to 


if. The Lord only can plant, — can water this 


Chrift, Hof. ii, 6, 7. if it be from all creatures: — 


Now then the affection is turned from the creature, 


when it finds the bitternefs of the deceiving fweetne 
of it: and fecondly, finds out the real fweetnefs of it ; 
for make it as,a rule, when a man’s heart cannot 
love'Chrift (unlefs it be when it is benumbed) it is 
becaufe he has fomewhat elfe to joy his heart ; now 
let the creature yield you no more joy, and Chrift has 
your love: indeed you may and muft joy in the 
real fweetnefs of it, and this will encreafe, and not 
diminifh your love. RES 
Queft. What is the real fweetnefs of the creature? 
Anf. Chrift’s love: O fee this, if Chrift fhould 
not love thee, would not thy life be death, thy falva- 
tion from many dangers be damnation, thy friends 


miferable comforters, thy joys forrows? what good 


would any thing do thee if thou hadft thefe thoughts, 


foe 


all thefe I have, but wrath with them? What-com- - 


fort can a man take in his feaft, if news were then 
brought that after it is done, you muft go to the ftake 
to be burnt? You that joy in your paftimes, one 
frown of Chrift would blaft all.  O fee this, Pfalm 
Ix. “ Thy loving-kindnefs is better than life, in thy 
** favour is life.”’ Now joy for this, and this will knit 
your heart nearer to him. For Jefus’ fake ponder 
this point. | | 
Now 2. Tafte the bitternefs of the fweetnefs re- 
3 maining 


i : TEN VIRGINS. 123 
__-maining now it is diftilled ; and Satan fhews a three- 
_< fold fweetnefs, before, in, and after the enjoyin - of 
qf ; ac a : 
- Now 1. Before, remember how they have drawn 
away and held thy heart from God, done thee more 
hurt than all afflictions, many a {weet fmile hadft thou 
had from God, but for them. ; ie 
2. In the enjoying of it, it is fweet, but when it is 
aan {weet to thee, it is then moft bitter to the heart of 
. a God; when thy joy is kindled, the Lord’s forrow is 
_ ftirred up and provoked. a 
yo) 3. after. 7. it will draw thy heart from God: 
oe anil ae, le will be bitter in thy belly at laft. Whate- 
ver fweetnefs draws thee from the love of Chrift, O 
it willbe bitter, Rom. vi. 21. Chew upon this, and 
fee if any thing here be worthy of your joy, and if not, 
then return to your firft hufband. 
II. Tafte the all-fufficiency of the love of Chrift : 
a woman that is not content with her hufband’s love, 
fhe will not love him as it is fit. So when other 
things make love to us, and the Lord’s love is not e- 
nough, Cant. i, 4. ‘* More than wine:’’ hence 
<¢ the upright love thee.” Do but fit down and think 
- what this is: If once he loves thee, whatever he can 
he will do for thee, he will order all thy life, not one 
thing fhall hurt thee, every thing in providence fhall 
work for thy glory, fins, forrows, &c. fo as thou fhalt 
fay his denials are better than his gifts, his blows bet- 
ter than {miles, his withdrawings better than his pre- 
fence, thefe evils better than joys, and when once he 
loves me, he will never leave me, that come life, come 
death, Iamfafe.  tafte this ! 

“Ill. See the Lord Jefus now as he is, and in truth 
this were enough to make any profane heart love 
‘him, much more a faint efpoufed to him, but the 
Lord has hid himfelf from their eyes, fhall he be fo, 
is he fo from yours? 1 Pet.i. 8. “ When feeing not 
“¢ with bodily eyes, but with faith, ye love him,” t 

Qu Dyes 
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fe the day of doom was come, Chrift in the 
clouds, and all creatures before him, all angels mini- 
ftering to him, in all the glory of his Father ; O then 


h ili. 1, 2, 3. * We fhall fee him as he is.” “Why - 


the love of ‘Chrift, O one fmile, one word of Chrift - — 


would be precious. Lord that men fhould be in a_ 
dream! See Chrift a little higher fet in his throne, a 
place more glorious, though lefs feen, in all the glory — 
of his Father, all mighty angels miniftering to him, 


all the world put into his hand, doing what he will, 
and all he will; why will 


ale 


if you can. When Simeon and the wife men faw 


y will you not love him now? Is | 
the gofpel a fable? fay fo if itbe, then love him not 


a Pee a ; or ee Ra ee ee eet 
him, though but in his abafement, ‘they honoured 


him, much more now if fee him in glory. It is a 


' queftion whether the beams of the fun are fire: Some 


demonftrate it thus: Take a glafs and gather toge- 
ther the beams, it burns. Therefore fo if you would 
fee fo as to be affected, gather together the beams of 
his glory and love ; thus you fee the means to get fit 
love, and if it be loft, O now get it again, left the 
Lord ftrain for it, elfe you are not fit; and if it be 
not any love that fuffices, much lefs no love, as in 
many of you: but confider, 1 Cor. xvi, 22. “* He 
<< that loves not Chrift, let him be accurfed:”? O 
that this might be won from you, O little love goes 
out to Chrift, who fees it not ? Ordinances of Chrift, 
men are weary of them ; the truths of Chrift, defpife 
them; the. fervants of Chrift, they quarrel with 


them. Now recover your love, the Lord help you fo 
to do. 


Soy (CR iy 


Exbort. 3. 1'O do the work of Chrift, to be dail 
at it, and finifhing of it; for look as it was with the 
head, it is fo with all the members that are to remain 
a while in this life, they havé fome work to do for 


the 


y. 
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Ae 


eh neither be willing nor ready to go till this is done. 
= Queft. What is this work I am to do? ae: 


2 Anf. 1 have anfwered this el{ewherqaiaialaree. yet 


thefe two things I would fay, ges, 

~y, That a man’s chief work lies not in facile du- 

ties : for though grace and Chrift’s Spirit makes duties 

 eafy, his yoke eafy 5 yet there is a contrary fpirit that 
will make them hard and difficult at firft. , 


 g. Left I fhould leave you unfatisfied altogether, 
we fhall find a chriftian life is carried with a double 
motion: 1. In feeking of God in his ordinances. 2. . 
Or in walking with God out of his ordinances ; thefe | 
are joined together, Gen. vi. 8, 9- Noah found 
grace, hence fought it, though not in the eyes of the 
world: and hence Noah walked with God. Hence 
we fee Chrift was fometime in the mount alone, fome- 
time abroad going up and down doing good. Mofes 
in the mount and in the camp too. Now look as be- 
fore a man is juftified, his chief work then is to feek 
God in his ordinances for a principle: fo a foul now 
efpoufed to Chrift is to walk with Chrift: now walk- 
ing implies con{tant following, of another, or a con- 
tinual work; fo Chrift has work for you every mo- 
ment. Hence in every company, time, place, temp- 
tation, enquire thus: Am I not like to lofe my time, 
my heart, Chrift’s honour? What work has Chrift 
for me to do? hold here, for here lies your work. 
Look as an ambitious man afks, how ferves this for 
my honour, and Satan how he may difhonour Chrift 5 
fo do you afk, how you may honour him, Rom. vi. 
19. “ As you have given yourfelves inftruments of 
«° iniquity,” &c. And now becaufe we live in sit 
an 


a3 ae ae 
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. and places wherein men have fo much work of their 
_ ewn to do, that Chrift is negleGted, wherein very few 
walk with God. Hence men taking men’s examples 


for patterns and copies’ of their courfe, content them- 
felves to do as others do: And this being a clofe a@, _ 
mainly confifting in what is unfeen; and becaufe men ag 
are apt to put off Chrift with defires, and ferve Satan 
indeed, and becaufe apt to refolve all religion into 
fome two or three duties or graces, and becaufe men’s — 


hearts are catching at comforts and promifes, but com- _ 
mands tedious and burdenfome ; I thall prefs this up- 


- on thefe motives ; only here let me premife when 1 


prefs you to this, it is not to a covenant of works, a: 


though you could a& yourfelves, but welook to Chrift’s 
blood and Spirit to fet on things ; I {peak to them un- 


der grace, who have the Spirit without, and faith with- 
in to aét and carry them here. But eee 
Mot. 1. Whofe work will you do? you cannot ceafe 
to do Chrift’s work, but you muft do your own work, 
(I {peak not for idlenefs) i. e. you mutt ferve your 
luft ; now confider what good did thyfelf ever do thee, 
nay Satan never fuch as thy own felf: and will 
you fall down to fuch an image! Shall thy lufts have 
content more and rather than Chrift ? nae 
2. Confider the Lord will take care and charge of 
thee, to do thy work, to bring about thy ends for thee, 
do but thou do his. Martha was cumbered about ma. 
ny things, hence forfook the better part: fo men ne- 
_glect, forget Chrift’s work, becaufe of fo many diftrac- 
tions of their own. What will become of my hun- 
dred: talents? what will become of my wife, child > 
Now do you take care of the Lord’s work, take that 
for your charge, and the Lord will take charge of 
you. ‘The beft, readieft, and only way to have your 
_ own ends, is to feek the Lord’s, and forget your own. 


As in Solomon, his great work and care was to rule > 


a {tate well, and the Lord gave all the reft. Set thy 


A 


face to the fun, and thefe fhadows will follow you. 
The 


~ 
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_ The fervant takes charge of his mafter’s work, and 
- he need not trouble himfelf for meat and drink, 

and ¢.contra. : = iy 

_ Firft, there fhall not any evil hurt thee, whereas 

-elfe thy good.things fhall, Ifa. xxvii. 3. - 

_ Secondly, All creatures in heavén and earth fhall 

_ferve that man that ferves his God, Hof. ii. 21, 23. 

_ whereas elfe they groan under thee. ee 

- Fé Thirdly, Angels fhall come out of heaven to guard 

we thee.. ee io oa . 

Fourthly, Nay the Lord Jefus himfelf fhall ftand at: 


rit, no promifes to aflure you of help, you might then 
ceafe acting, and fay it is impoflible | fhould ever o- 
vercome fuch evils, attain to that meafure; but when 
promifes to affure, and Chrift and Spirit at hand, now 
to plead impoflibility, is to reproach the Lord; to 
think he will fet his people to make brick, and give 
them no f{traw : nay, to war againit God, and to mee 

the 


os esha ky 
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So when men are ready to enter upon poffeflion of 
Chrift, and promifes, then impoflibilities appear. 
Confider therefore what the Lord did for David, 


anger rofe when they were ready to enter Canaan: 


‘Gideon, Sampfon, who went out in the name and 


Spirit of the Lord, and were helped: If you were un- 


der the law, you might plead this, but under grace it — 


“4s horrible to make this excufe. 


°g. Confider ifthe Lord do not help (as he will be 


; ie Lord war againft you, Numb. xiv. You know how a 
hey cried out of impoffibilities, and now the Lord’s 


free) yet he will accept thy will, I know he will not 


accept the wifhes of fervants, yet he will accept the — : 
will of fons; neither will he accept the will of fons’ 


in a work they might have ftrength from him to do, 
and go not to him for it; but in that cafe he will, as 
2 Cor. xii. 9. i. e. it is enough, I accept thee: and 


this is very fweet, that for his own fake he fhould be | 


pleafed as well with the will as with the work; for 
this is that which troubles, I would have help, the 


Lord gives none; why the Lord accepts of it as if 


thou didft it, as in David’s building a temple: Fora 
chriftian’s work is done two ways: 
Firft, Sometimes by feeling, when we feel help. * 
Secondly, Sometimes by faith, by going to another 
for it: and this the Lord accepts moft, mercifully ; 
for this is his vi&ory over all fin, even his faith. 
When we fee a duty hard, and do not go to the Lord 
for help, then we are overcome properly; for cut of 
the abundance of the heart the perfon aéts for Chrift. 
6. Confider the Lord will honour thee (though the 
work doth not. John xii. 26. “* Him will my Father 
*“ honour,”’ both in this life, Rom. ii. 29. and in that 
to come. Now, as it is in acting parts, it is no mat- 
ter what fellow-adters think, God is the great fpeéta- 
tor, God will efteem of thee, and confcience {hall 
witnefs as much when no eye fees, or when men fee 
and judge amifs, yet the Lord approves; and at the 


great. 
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great day before men, angels, and all the world, 1 Ce 

iv. 5. ** Then fhall every man have praife of Gd 2? 
and hence Mat. xxv. Chrift’s judgment is made ac- 
- cording to the works of his people : becaufe then they 
fhall not be compared with themfelves and their fins 
_ but with the wicked: and hence to fet out their glory,’ 
_ he reckons up all they have done. All men in all 
e their acts feek to avoid fhame, and attain honour: now 
if you did know a way for all men in the world to 
a honour you, would you not attend it ? what is their 


Se 


sie i 
BUS 


of Goda carelels faith, a fecure, worldly, impenitent, 
~ dead faith? you may fit down, and rife again, and fay 
true, yet 1 will believe, fo you may, but it will be 
with fuch a trembling fpirit as you wll find no peace: 
Neither do I know how any can keep his peace other- 
wife; for there are children but ftill-born; if born a 
living fon, thou wilt live to God, neceflarily I mutt 
‘doit: But by this means, O there is unfpeakable 
peace, Mat. xi. 29, 30. Hence Paul, ** J have, 
‘¢ fnithed my work,” &c. John xiv. 21.—24, you livé 
without God, and walk without God, and pray with- 
out God, but there isa day approaching that you fhall 
appear before the Lord fefus, you fhall wifh then, 
© that } had lived fo and fo: O do that now. | 
8. Confider the Lord will have at done, it muft be 
done; hence Paul faid, “ Neceflity lies upon mé, and 
<< woe to me,’”? &c. the Lord fhould be forfworn if he 


fhould not bring youtoit, Lukei. 73,74, 75- “ Ac 
R rot §®-COTdIme 
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nd cording to the oath,” &c. Beloved, you think lazy 
 defires will ferve: no, it muft be done: you fay, I 
cannot; it muft be better with you. And hence look 
for a rod, and that the Lord will bring you into great 
affli@ion till all is removed, and fo purge you; andif 
dne affligiion will not do it, then worfe hall come, he 
loves you better than fo. And*remember you have _ 
had warning this day: you came hither for the Lord’s 3 
work, and now your own juftles it out : look that God Pe 
wil] take away the kingdom from you, or fet oppref- 
fors over you, or fend fome ftings among you ; and 
then fay, O i mayethagk my walking unworthy of 
Gor and pofpel for tite ae: 29 92k are Bik 4 
g- Contider elfe you fhall make the blood of Chrift 
fhed of no effedt, 2 Cor. v.14; 15. “Now wicked men 
- need not fear this, no blood fhed for them. — Will 
you do fo? God forbid: ‘The Jews have killed him, 
will you drag him up and down the ftreets, trample 
on his blood, and put him to open fhame? 
~1o. Confider your time is but fhort, and you have - 
done but little work, and it is not 10% g but that your 
crown fhall be put upon your heads It is noted’of 
Enoch, Gen. v. that he walked'with God three huh. 
dred years, (and that having fons and daughters, hav- 
ing family-contentments, and incumbrances,) and he 
hved the fhorteft time. Iam {ure angels are content 
to come out of heavem to do the work of God’: what, 
not do it here ? Paul thought himfelf born too foon 
becaufe for a time he lived without Chri: O bur. 
now make trial, and you will find it the fweeteft life, 
that you will fay, why have I negleéted this fo long? 
and if thou Ccoft not find feven times more peace there- 
in than in all the world, never fet foot here, 
Queft. How’ /hall I thus do the work of Chrift? © 
Arf. \. “ Without Chrift you can do nothing,’” 
John xv. 5. The fun runs ftill becaufe it is ‘light: of 
itfelf; fo when the Lord’ in you, you will do fo. 
Hence go not out to any duty in your own ftrength ; 
for 
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i. for then you will either not do it, or not, hold out in 
it: No man can hold out at his work that feeds. not 
abundantly on his meat, fo here: and here note but 


thefe two thiags. " ! ag 
. theo not oaly in ordinances do thus, but out of 
ordinances then, as in particular times of trial (for 
- the Lord will not give you in an ordinance as much 
_ gtace as fhall ferve you out of it) litt up your hearts 
~ to Chrift, and fay as Chrift, ‘¢ Father, the hour is. 
- € come, now glorify thy name,” John xii. 28. So 
Lord, here is work to do, but a dead heart to do, but 
a dead, heart is upon-me, Lord glorify thy name. If 

“ have feldom feen but the Lord either helped then, or 
at fome other time when thou didft come, and then 
the Lord, puts thee in remembrance that it is out of 

felpect to. that: tas bo ba x 4 

2. Thus coming and feeding on the Lord Jefus, be- 
lieve that he will help, and that {hall be fo; fome have 
never got ftrength againit fin till then, but this has con- 
quered difficulties, Rom. viii. 37, 38-.. “* In all thefe 

 « things we overcome, for I am perfwaded,” &c. So 
you,coming helplefs toa Chrift, all his {trength is yours. 
by, covenant. - Be .perfwaded he cannot go from his 
word; but-yet we muft ufe other means fandtified by - 
ies for Chrift worketh by means. And there- 
« fore, 3 

_ II. Find out where the caufe of all your negligence 
and floth lies in not doing the Lord’s work, nay of 

- your doing Satan’s work. It may be you will fay, you 
cannot; 1 know there is that in faints in parts, but 
this is not the main, therefore | will tell you thus, 

1. Before converfion the main wound of men.is 
their will, Video meliora probog ; dexteriora fequour : 
Hence John viii. 44. ‘* His lufts ye will do.’”? Hence 
Mat. xxiii. 37- *¢ You would not:” they fay hence 
we have a will; I fay no. And hence we an{wer that 
great objection for poflibilities to keep all laws by unt-. 
verfal. grace, which it is unjuft to punifh for not do- 

i ee : Dg 


“2. Hence it follows after converfion, though the 
will is changed, fo that a man’ would, but cannot do. 


yet removed. A man will fleep, he loves it, and fe- = 
cretly loaths the ways of the Lord: Hence the church, — 
Ha. Ixiii. 17. complains of this. A man fhall find his 
heart wills the end exceedingly, but when he comes 
to will the means, there his heart is weary of them, _ 
and loaths them; a man will be carelefs, and: this: 
being ‘not feen is not fought againft. Sin. is. vilified, 
and hence the enemy to all good remains ftill, Ie. 
is an old rule, Tantum pofumus, quantum volumus. Get 
Chrift to help here. | . soches datas Bidtete Biot 
3- Make this your laf end, to live unto Chrift, 
and to do his work: Hence Paul did not.account his. 
life dear ; this is your laft end; for the end of being 
born by faith, nay of being redeemed by blood, it is 
to’ live ‘unto Chrift, Tit. di. te. When you cry. for: 
faith, and peace, and affurance, that is not your end, 
for he that does fo is a very hypocrite, and has a falfe 
heart, but it isto live to Chrift: Hence Paul, Phil. 
Il. Q, TQ, £2,013: fought to be found in’ him, but 
further to know him, &c. The Father is glorified in 
our bringing forth much fruit. Hence make it your’ 
laft end,and then your happinefs will lie in acting thus, 
and that is a man’s happinefs he is carried to with 
moft infinite delight.. For prefs people to do Chrift’s 
work, their hearts are dead, tell them the Lord Jefus 
fhall have a name by What they do for him, yet dead, 
becaufe that is not their laft end. But come to this, 
now it will do; a man cannot beat a crofs, yet let 
him confider, the Lord thal] gain though I do not : 
fo for faith, fo for any other duty. Men think it 
good, 


} 


abi ram 


good but not their greateft good. Ha fee ck 
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better than thyfelf, and his honour better than thy 
felf, and his honour better than thy glory forever. 
Hence the Lord denies us help, becaufe we afk i it fe a 
our lufts, not for himfelf, James iv. 3. a 

4. Keep thofe glorious apprehenfions of the tae 
and his ways, which you have fometimes in an ordi. 
nancé: You aré fometimes near the Lord sand you then 


a fee a beauty in Chrift, in his ways, and then think. 


eft fhall I ever wrong him more? then fall y you come, 


4 and lofe your light, and fo you ever lofe j your ftrength 


- 


and life. Hence Eph. ve is as with a man 
that eats, but he loofeth atid pends his fpirits, he can. 
do no more work, but faints away: fee 2 Pet. ii. Q- 
Steven can be content to have ftones about his ears, 
when he can fay, “I fee Jefus.”” And hence when 
ees glorious apprehenfions come into your minds, 


| pire p them there; for fet up other i images of other 
t gS, 


‘your minds and your hearts will bow down 
every moment to them. Does not Chrift’s Spirit do 
all? yes, but by this medium, 2 Cor. iii. 18. “As 
Mi by: poe ‘Spirit of the Lord. sé 


Ter ye ty 


Ufe 4. oom you have done your work be ever 
humble, and be ready to give the Lord the honour of 


his grace, that ever he gave any thing to you, that e- 


ver he did any thing by you; for the laft end of all 
the €le€t, it is to sp and honour the riches of 


_ God’s grace, Eph. i. 5,6, Hence the fall was per- 


mitted ; never fhould grace have been feen, if fin and 


ues tad not come in. Now if this be our laft end 


Jory, then the heart is ready to have immediate 
fellow fhip with Chrift there, when it is ready to act 
for its laft end. Hence it is frequent in the Pfalms, 
when David was in any ftrait, asa any mercy, nay 


the prefence of the Lord here, this is the laft end he 
purfues, 
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fues, the laft word he fpeaks before the Lord, — 
ly foul fhall blets thee,” as Pfal. Ixiii. 3,4. anaes 
‘hence when all his enemies were: fubdued, and he 
ready to lay all inthe duft, he gives the Lord all, 
2 Sam. xxii. per totum. and xxiii. 5. Beloved, this is 
heaven’s work; O learn this fong before you go there, 
which none can learn but the redeemed and fealed of 
the. Lord, Rev. xiv. 3. John i. xive,It is writ of 
Chrift, he was ‘ full of grace and truth;” doyoue- 
ver think to meet with him, that get not your hearts 
full of the fenfe of it? Cages 
' Before I, come therefore to prefs this, T fhall pre- _ 
mife thefe two thingsyomitc sarvicis: 29 shalt yeas os 
Firft, ‘That the Lord in all his dealings with/his, 
people, feeks laftly to bring about the glory of his) — 
gracet he regards nothing men do, if at laft they de- 
ny him this; he refpeéts not what finsand.evils men _ 
have, if at laft he gets this, for this is his jaft end: 
hence all he doth to his people, for his people, by his: 
people, it ts for this....And hence yedy ile Yo qh -miad) 
- 1, He leaves them a long time in their graves and 
fins, that they live like other men, whichis ftrange, that. 
he that has loved them fo long, fhould leave them fo 
long to be as bad as any, yet this he doth, becaufe it 
makes for the praife of his grace, Ephef. ii..45.75.8. 
<* Dead in fin, that in ages to come,”’ &c. And this 
doth fo confound God’s people, that they with not 
only heaven, but earth, and ages to come may record 
this, love. ; ris 
2. Hence out of men fallen, he picks out ufually 
the pooreft and vileft, the younger brother lefs loved 
out of a family, leaves elder, Rom..ix. 11. and 
‘* the foolifh, and weak things, and things that are 
‘* not, that no flefh might glory, but in the Lord,” 1 
- Cor. i. 26, 31. and this 1s ftrange that the Lord 
fhould chufe thus, but this he doth to blur the glory 
of all the world. 
3, Hence the Lord faves by faith, and juftifies by, 
faith, 


faith, and glorifies by faith, 1 Pet. i. 3. So that/al 


a ae 


_ 4. The Lord leaves many wants in his people, 
_ derwhich they fit fighing, and that fometime very 
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faith, and feals by faith, Eph. i. 13, and fan@ifies By 


a chriftian’s life isa beggar’s life, and itis ftrange the 
Lord fhould chufe the bafeft, pooreft grace to fave - 
by; and the end is the glory of his grace, Rom. iv. 
16. itis of faith that it might be of graces 
oun. 


long, refufeth to hear their prayers, that they may 


. repair to the throne of grace, and fo in conélufion | 
__ blefs grace, Heb. iv. 16. pees Ol: ! 


feelings, thofe enlargements t 


95. Hence the Lord takes’ away fometimes thofe 


its they had, and baits them 
with moft. vexing fins, and pricking diftempers, 2 


Za 


Cor. xii. 7, 9. and it is to advance grace. 
6. Hence the Lord is fometimes angry with his 
people, and hides his face from them, that if ever he 
returns in love, his grace may be the fweeter, and laft 
the longer, Ha. liv. 7. Nay, hence fometimes ftrips 


- them fo of all that they have had, or can do, that if 


you afk whatohave you now to fay for yourfelves? 
nothing but grace, their mouths are ftopt. Hence 
Pfalm vi. ‘* Lord fave me for thy mercies fake.” 
Pfalm li. 11. ** According’ to the multitude of thy 
“© mercies,””’ &c. ) 

+. Hence-the Lord {peaks peace to his people, that 
they may fay, I was fo vile, and yet loved; O grace! 
O'love! Ezek. xvi. 63... When they fee nothing but 
fhame, and fhame covers them, and are afraid to appear 
before God, it is for this end. ‘} will name no more. 
Do'you not obferve it? Sometimes you fhall find the 


> Lord fo ftrangely carrying matters, as if he did not 


love nor care for his people, againft the hair and 
grain of their defires, and when all comes to winding 
up, itis to advance grace. All a man’s good days, 
and bad days, all God’s frowns and fmiles, all the 
Lord’s food and phyfic, all God cares for, works, 


plots for, it is to do his people’ no more hurt pe 
this, 
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, to advance his grace in them, and by them. 
\Il his hewings and hammerings of you, may his 
cking you to pieces, and new melting, and new 
ting of you, itis that you may be veflels of his 

ous grace, that you may be able to live in the 


This 1 fay, that God’s own people do. 
courfes deny the Lord, and de- 
glory of his rich grace; for 
that being the diamond in God’s crown, and thebe- 
loved attribute which God intends to advance, all the 
policy of hell is againft this 5 this is the reafon why 
Satan’s enmity is fo bitter agaimtt faith, asin: Peter 3. 
and obferve, however there be many temptations, his 


"end is to crufh faith: the reafon is, as it is with an 


enemy, if the beficged has water brought to the city 
by pipes, he cuts off them and ftops them; fo. faith 
fetching all from grace, and returning all to grace, 
hence faith is oppofed moft; and hence the unre- 
generate part will take Satan’s part, and doth» 
ftrangely rob the Lord of the glory of this 5. though 
I contefs the Lord will have it for all that they feek 
to featter it; Ifa. xiii, 21, 22. Itis flrange to fee 
how few plot for the praife of grace; lence how. 
many are ftraitned, nay do crofs Chriftin this... As 
1. If the Lord give them not what grace they 
would, then they flight what little he beftows 5 and 
if he gives them much, then they folace themfelves 
in it, and grow puft up and proud. - It is the tem- 
per of God’s own people to fet up fuch a meatfure 
of God’s grace and Spirit which they would have, and 
therein they do well: Paul, Phil. iti. 11. looked to 
the refurrection of the dead; but if the Lord de- 
nies them that, (as he will make his people live from 
: hand 
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hand to mouth) they flight what they have,. either 
as if all were but hypocrily, or becaufe it is but lit- 
“tle, not fo much as they would have, ‘and herein 
‘they do ill; for here the Lord lofeth the glory of 
_ ‘fome grace, for it is grace that you have the Jeaft 
_ ‘defires after ;. nay that you do but know what it is 
and fee the want of it, and yet ever complaining, 
and never rejoicing; for every degree of ‘grace in 
faints, is virtually faving, though formally common. 
But fuppofe the Lord fills the bottle full, and gives as 
much peace, affections, enlargements of heart, as it 
has almoft required, (for there are fpring-tides, and 
over-flowing times of God’s Spirit,) now they are_ 
“ready to fwell, and be puft up above meafure, as 
“Paul, 2'Cor. xii. 7. “ Left 1 fhould be exalted above 
ie ‘meafure 3”? for there is felf-love in faints. Hence 
they defire an excellency in themfelves : hence when 
they find none of their own, they are apt to deck and 
- fet out themfelves with what the Lord has done, and 
‘fo to joy in this, and now to think themfelves better 
‘than others of God’s faints, whereas they fhould be 
“more vile} and advance grace the more, Eph..ili. 8. 
-66°Po me the leaft of faints.2 And hence the Lord 
“after preateft deliverances and mercies fends great for- 
rows, as to them inthe wildernefs. Hence the Lord 
takes away affections, and they dic, that grace might 
be the more advanced. 

». Uf the fins of their hearts are common, and can- 
not be removed, and fo feem little, then they pafs 
them ‘by, and never take notice of them, God will 
pardon them, and hence the Lord has dad times of 
reckoning (with a rod in his hand) with his own peo- 
ple, Ezek. vi. g. ‘That thofe loofe times are heavy 
times, this is for my neglect, &c. but, hereby grace 
lofeth glory; for how can they fee how _deeply 
they are indebted to the Lord,..if they fee not 
their debt? onthe other fide, if their fins be, ve- 


ry violent, and their diftempers fo frome, et 
; | they, 


i) eR a 
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die think none like me, now their hearts fink, and 


eaway, and grow difcouraged, and all the ufe they 
make is this, 1 think it will never be better with me, 
and can there be life for me fo dead, deliverance, re- 
_demption for me in {uch bondage, love for one that 
cannot but loath myfelf, and if others did know me, 
they would do fo too, Can the Lord love me now ? 
Yes, beloved, that he can and will, Ifa, Ixiii. 16. 
«© Though Abraham know us not, yet,” &c. But 
here is your fin, when you fhould make this ufe of © 
all, to feel the more need of grace to pity, and fay, 
the more precious fhall grace be to me forever: your 
hearts now fink. ‘The ord brings his people into 


very low condition to humble them, and to fhew 


them more of his grace, Pfal. Ixxvili. 19. “ Can Gi 


¢¢ prepare a table t”. they {pake therein againft God = 
fo it is here; for herein the Lord’s grace is 
Jove them when lepers. ete at osc AS 

ie ; tees Pee ne an a Ph Ar 

3. Grace that has been fhewn for times paft, they 
forget it, 2 Pet. i. 9. And what is this but deftroying 
God’s grace? for why is grace ‘fo precious at firit 
converfion, that heaven and earth are too little to hold 
praifes enough for it? And afterward, the Lord has 
little love, O.you forget what once you were, and - 
what the Lord has done, hence t Tim. i. 13, 14. 1 
was fo and fo, &c. but now have received abundant 
grace. You have had many meetings with God, 
many an{wers from God, many confolations and times 
of refrefhing and reviving, and thefe forgotten and 
buried, the life of them after a year or two expired. 
And what is this but eclipfing God’s grace? On the 
other fide, as for grace for time to comie, they fear it, 
efpecially when worms, and no men in their own eyes. 
Hence faith God, “ Fear not, worm Jacob,” Ha. xli. 
14. There -is a certain divining fpirit (as one once 
told me), that until that was pulled out, no honour 
can the Lord get. Before you come to word or 
prayer, thou wilt fear thou fhalt never get any good ; 


and 


feen, to 
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_ and when the Lord gives any, thou wilt fear. thou 
fhalt never hold out; and what promife foever is 
made, thou wilt fear thou fhalt never findit. And 
what does this but eclipfe grace? we fhould go 
with boldnefs to the throne of grace; nay, hence, 
- let the Lord fend never fo much mercy for the pre- 
- fent, a fear will cut off all, thatall this will rife up in, 
- judgment againft me. _ Pk! ee ame, 
4. When they are moft fit to honour God’s grace 
by faith, now they will not believe, not then above 
any other time: for then a man is moft fit to honour 
grace, when he feels moft need of it: and when hath 
_ he moft need, but when he feels moft emptinels ? 
- why now above any other time a man will not come 
in, but will have fomewhat in himfelf firft, and then 
‘he will, when his heart is fo and fo {weetly fettled, 
_&c. Hence Luke xiv. poor, and blind, and lame, 
and halt compelled to come in: one would think 
there needed not that; but now when fitteft, now 
they will not: for let any man obferve what would 
endear his heart fo much to grace as this: to think 
if it be the Lord’s mind to fave a poor, dead, damned’ 
creature, then happy 1? This is wonderful, this hath: 
quickened dead love, and dead faith, and a dead 
heart. And on the other fide, if the Lord delay, if 
it comes not at their own time, then they diftruft it 
Grace! alas! I feel myfelf never a whit better : For 
_ there be two things in faith, 
Firft, A coming to Chrift, which is our work, 7. @& 
God’s work in us. 
Secondly, Receiving what I come for from Chrift, 

which is the Lord’s work: Now the firft gives eyi- 


fn dence he fhall have it, John vi. 35, 37: Hence the 


Lord will have them rejoice in what Chrift hath, as, 
<¢ my grace is fufficient ;” but if it comes not prefently, 
then they caft off faith, and fo caft away grace, I feel 
no good: hence John iv. 48, &c. I know there isa 

2 feeming 


“am 
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feeming coming to Chrift, to have theigrace of Chrift 
and fin too, and this you may well caftyoff yand a 
~ coming for his grace and Spirit only, and you defpife: A 
grace, and aifttuf& the Lord if you caft off this, or 
ou feek to put the Lord out of his working by.a‘co- 
Vvenant of grace, (where he takes his time as he pleas" 
fes) and give a fiat lie to-all promifes of grace, and 


refufe to be contented with Chrift’s grace, that thous 
mighteft have the more attributed to thyfelf, and the 

Lord the lefs. et ster estos 
g. Either they think not of the exceeding creatnefs 
of the Lord’s love and free grace to them ; and hence © 
Paul bows to heaven for this, Eph. iti16, 17: And” 
hence it comes to pafs, that look ‘ as°itis with fweet y~ 
in the lump, you never” 


things, {wallow them down 1 
tafte the fweetnefs to purpofe, nor never commend 
them; fo it is when men fwallow down God’s. lovesoo 
and chew not upon it; whereas if they didbut think of 31 
it, O how fweet would it be! Pfalm txiti. 5,°6. Lord) 
how many days and weeks are {pent thus? It is appa+ © 
rent you have the profeflion of a chriftian life: pcbuts 
do you tafte the fweetnefs of a chriftian courfe ? No: © 
why if you cid think, you would; but you are weasi>” 
ry at night, fleepy in the morning, bufy in the day, +: 
dead on the Sabbath : hence think. not, hence give 
not God the glory of grace: or if they do think of © 
it, arid the greatnefs of it, then they cannot’ think 
fo great things fhould be given unto them, or done? « 
for them: that God fhould love meas his fon, make: 
mean heir of all he has with him, redeem ‘me thats 
have defpifed his blood: it is too good news to be 
true. Hence the difciples believed not for joy, Luke 
xxiveaa Hence when delivered out of Babel, we 
were in a-dream ;> this robs the Lord of grace ; for > 
the greater the love is, and the more you take, the 
more lovefhall'the Lord have; it cannot. be others 
wife, if you come to fay this is mines. — ys tis 
6; Either they will pore only on their fins, and: 
dif- 
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diflémpers, and miferies, and never look unto Chrifk. 
the brazen ferpent, and fearch for a righteouinels Of, 
their own, and cannot find it, and hence pore fill, 
As when men have wounds, they only think on. thems. 


that when awakened out of fleep, they complain in... 


=> 


their beds like the Ifraelites, Exod. vi. 9. that would. 


not hear Mofes becaufe of anguifh. As the'impotent 
man anfwered. Chrift; John v. 5,6, 7. ‘ Wilt be. 
“‘ made whole ?”’. he turns his eyes upon his mifery,.. 
“¢ | have none elfe to help me at the time ;”” here ‘is 


- but this means, and when I come:myfelf, others ftep 


“in before me, &c. Now fo. de men, and never look | 


beyond means, the Lordscan, the Lord-will, and fo. 
eye not him: or on the other fide, if they get heal- - 
ing of their wounds, then they eye Chritt only, Eph. 
ii. 6 They were exalted in heavenly places, yet re- 


member, as ver. tr, 1%. For let any chriftian fee, 


ta 


he is poor'and miferable, but he is not much affected 
withat, nor affli¢ted with it, and fo eye Chrit,-and | 
truft to -Chrift, and.-eafe himfelf here, and fay we 
muft look only to-Chrift; either you will ‘hear of his 
fall (yea and: bimfelffhall find a decay) or he will grow. 
very proud, unfit)to give all to Chriit., , Is, there 
gracehere? tee : 

7. Hithersif the Lord gives him any thing himfelf 
and mercy, he will now add fomething of his own to 
Chrift, and pull the veil of the law over the face of the 
glory of Chrift, Gal. i. 6. or elfe do nothing at all 


_ for him, unlefs it-be when the good fit takes him, un- 


wife virgins that fell afleep : and thus. you fee how 
grace is oppofed by the children of grace. Now 
therefore my exhortation is, to take heed of this, and . 
be ever ready to attribute all. to the. Lord, asothey 
cried when the fecond temple was building from. be- 
ginning to the end, Zec. iv.6, 7. fo that. thou waft 
fpared fo long, thaticailed by means that the Lord 
fhould by. faith accept, that: he fhould fpeak peace, 


dera:pretence that Chrift muft do all; as here the five 


this 


a) 


will fave thee from greater, i. e. from fin. And | 
- Secondly, Not only when you feel nothing, but 
when you feel moft, O to honour grace b Andy tri 
“Thirdly, Not to doit coldly, but with a heart in- 
flamed with a fenfe of it, that | live, I have, I do,. 
am what Lam: O it is grace. So) that now if | ne 
Lord fhall come and afk you, what will you fay, if I 
will deliver you from all mifery, fubdue all fins, pafs 
by all wrong, hear all prayers, do all good to thee, 
do much good by thee, love thee every moment, give 
a kingdom when thy work is done to thee, and my- 
felf better than all? fay, Lord 1 can never recompence 
this, I fhall be, UE hope, the more vile in my own eyes 
forever, and give all to grace. O fing that fong, or 
get that fong by heart now ; for Rev. vil. 10. there is 
a fong, ‘ Salvation to the Lamb,”’ which none elfe 
could fing. This is our work, and a great ‘work in- 
deed. z comes . 40 
Queft.. How fhall I do this ? ) by As 
Anf. x. Get a new light from the Lord to fhew 
you clearly the infinite, endlefs, unknown evil of the 
jeaft fin; Paul was a proud Pharifee until he faw fin, 
and Jer. iit. 24, 25. for if fin be feen one fmile, one 
day, nay 2 moment’s breathing-time in this world will 
be matter ofamazment to thee after all thou haft, and 
haft done: much more when thou feeft fo many fins. 
and that in every thing: Intreat the Lord to do this. 
‘We walk up and down the world, and fay we fin anc 
rieve the Lord; but O! it is not known; happ} 
att thou if the Lord has difcovered it; then thou wil 


fay. 


alee 
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fay, Why doth the Lord do any thing for me? could — 
not he pick out ftones, nay toads that never finned a-_ 
gainft him, rather than me to enjoy him, efpecially i 
‘fin vile in thee, fo near God, and fo near heaven too. - 
_ Angels were hurled down for one fin. P's 
4 _ 2, Seta high price upon a little grace ; a man will 
be exceeding humbly thankful for the giving a lit- 
tle of that which he highly efteems, much more for 
- giving much of what we value. ‘The poor woman of 
Canaan, Mat. xv. was glad of crumbs. How thank- 
ful do you think fhe was for loaves? that made ‘her 
_ ready to receive all; ‘¢ Beit as thou wilt ;” fo it fhall 
_be with you; for if you prize a little, O when all 
fhall be given, this will fwallow you up into grace. 
And itis certain, there is never a mercy but it is 
great, if you confider him that gives it, who receives 
it, him that bought it. But the moft of God’s grace 
in us appears to be but fmall; hence we prize it not, 
‘and hence never ready to give all to the Lord again. 
_ 4, Learn to put a difference between your double 
peing: for every Chriftian has a double being: 1. In 
himfelf 2. He has a fubfiftence in Chnft. Now 
look upon yourfelves as in yourfelves, you will evet 
complain there, ever dead, and never have your hearts 
ready to blefs the Lord. If you only look on your- 
felves in ‘Chrift, you will be proud, and never give the 
Lord honour. I fay therefore, put a difference be- 
tween thefe two; for men appropriating to themfelves 
what is Chrift’s, they rob Chrift of his glory. Hence 
Paul fo humble, 1 Cor. xv. 10, 11. For if you look 
upon yourfelf, I am dead, guilty, damned, weak, here 
will be fhame; if any life, or grace, this is Chrift’s. 
As aman on a mount is the fame man, no taller, on- 
ly the mountain makes him fo; fo think of thyfelf. 
Or asa mud wall, the fun fhines on it, but in itfelf 
it is a mud-wall {till ; all the warmth is from the fun. 
4. Learn to love grace; what we love we will feek 
the good of more than our own, and commend os 
| irit, 


Bi 
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4 sf Firft, It is the only firft mover of all our good ree 
thou fhouldit never have had a drachm of ‘peace or 
owmercy. Why haft it? The Lord will have it 10° 
-'grace pleads it may be fo; this is the only petitioner 
at court againft the cry of fin, again{t the cry of jul 
>' tice. ees: 


2 


"Secondly, It is the only fupport under the heavielt 
evils; fometimes God frowns, and hell fmokes, and — 
Satan tempts, and fin rageth, and it may be no feel- 
‘ing of grace, no reafon to fhew there fhall ever be a-_ 
ny; ‘now what have you done, what will you do? 

Fly for refuge to the promife of grace, Heb. vi. 18. 

‘It is fuch a friend as hold 
~ when dying holds the t, whe 

which the gates of hell cannot prevail. To him't at 


13.14) Oh Ge TS eee 
5. See how the Lord loves that thou fhouldft ho- 
nour it, for the greateft honour grace has is by faith ; 
hence they are put for one, Rom. iv. 16. and the 
great caule why faith ftirs not, is becaufe he fees not 
how the Lord fhall have by it the praife of his rich 
grace, nor how the Lord loves it fhould do fo. For 
*f a man did fee how by faith he. fhall honour grace, 
and how the Lord is pleafed with it, it would draw 
the heart to be affured, and to blefs grace ; for when 
the foul feels itfelf at worft, why doth it not believe? 
1 fhall prefume: ‘True, if you have ihis only in your 
eye to fave yourfelf; but if the Spirit prefents the glo- 
ry of grace, and this draws your will that you will 
glorify grace, then you will, fay it is no prefumption 
fo to do, and fo to believe; for the Lord loves his 
grace, and all means for the glory of grace. Hence 
he will ufe faith for that end, to honour grace. Ol 
therefore fee how the Lord loves to have thee honow 
it, This gives God’s heart full reit; this is tha 
whic! 
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_ which he defires moft, becaufe it is his end: This i 


* that which all the bufinefs of the world is for: 
how he loves it! and then you will love to a& th 
__. Now fet upon this laft work: look over all your life 

and like bees gather honey from every flower, a 
i _ then come loaden home ; fo do you, and look ov 
‘ all the Lord’s love, turn oyer all the leaves of i ‘i 
_ Lord has called me; Why? It is becaufe Chr 
¢ _ redeemed ; and why that? becaule the Father h 
fen; nd why me? To glorify his grace: A 

rather than another ? No reafon, but he wor 
i I doubt not will be the work 
- fied becaufe called, 

_-ed, for none.oth 


j lori- 
emed, becaufe elect- 
lon why, and here aftonifhed. 
id {tian hearts in you, that will now 
have to do this work there before you are 
__ turned off the ftage: you poor doubting fpirits, that _ 
fee fo much vilenefs, and cannot be perfuaded, be not 
difcouraged. Wait for the Lord, and fay, if he hall 
faye, J fhall forever love him the more. Now hold 
here, and be ready to do fo, and it is certain thou art 
a vellel of glory, ready to fing the fong of the Lamb, 
and :fhalt follow him wherever he goes. 


J 
LJ 


PCHRD AX. SEC T..AI. 


Concerning the Soul’s immediate clofing with the Perfon of 
Chrift, as the proper object of faving-faith. 


3. Went forth to meet the Bridegroom, 


WERE needs the explication of three things : 
1. Whois the Bridegroom? 

Anf, The conclufion of this parable is the expli- 
cation, of this, viz. the Son of man, the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, who’according to the feveral conditions, or 
difpofitions the church is in, appears to his church 
under feveral relations and titles. ‘he church is op- 

ae > prefled 


—-, 
—— 
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ce and king : the church wants wifdom, light, and 


e appears NOW unto her as an head. ‘The church. 


love, and yielding herfelf to 
her Lord: at laft he appears 


more fully to her as an hufband, or as a bridegroom 
with whom fhe is to have her neareft and everlafting 


fellowfhip and communion, and fo here. And when 


fpecial love, and to have 
his people, he thus files 
at And 


moft {fpectal re 
himfelf, La. 
when the church he 
1}. What is it to meet 
Anf. Vo enjoy fellowfhip. 
Ll. What is it (to go forth to 
— Anf. Vhere are but three ways of g 
meet with Chrift in fcripture, Rae 
1. When foul and body at the laft day meet the 


Lord in the clouds of the air, 1 Thef. iv. 17. Thus 


the whole church, the bride, fhall appear in glory 


to meet the bridegroom. — a3 

». When the foul only goes out of the body by the 
miniftry of angels, to meet the Lord in heaven, as 
Paul that knew not whether in or out of the body, 2 
Cor. xii. 3. “ We know it here {hall go out of the 
“ body :” as Chrift is faid when he went to heaven, 
«« Tigo to my Father, and your Father :” fo it goes 
forth then to Chrift, Ecclef. xi. 7. and neither of 
thefe can be meant here: For : PR EEE 

Firlt, This fhews the ftate of the Jewifh church long 
before Chrift’s coming, at leaft among many of them. 

Secondly, Becaufe the fhutting out, ver. To- is by 


and at death: hence letting in is fo too. Now this 
was before. : } 


3. When the foul goes out of itfelf by faith : Hence. 


John vi. 35. it is called coming to Chrift ;. and this 
not any phyfical natural departing of the foul out of 
the body, but ethical, fupernatural, by the operations 

f 


fed by her enemies, he appears now to her as her 


= 


- of the foul out of itfelf. And look as the whole 
by unbelief departs from God in Chiift, fo the w 

_ foul by faith comes again to God by Chrift. Them 
fees, affections make after him, will faftens on 
and there depends. This is the firft work of £ 
or the firft faith, the coming (as in all motions 


_ And as it is in other motions, if there was a og 


~ in all fears that all mot 


. 
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are two extremes) of the foul from a noth 
emptinefs in itfelf, to an allnefs and fulnefs i 


there would be motus in in/Ranti ; fo if there was an emp- 
tinefs feen in the world, and ll the works of it, and 


then would fudd I 
efus, and tl o Chrut 1% not meant here :. 
35 iv ¥ 


2 virgns were efpoufed to Chrift by faith 
already. oe ; 
Secondly, At the firft coming to Chrift it goes to. 
the Lord for life in him, and from him; but here, 
having life already, they go forth to live with him > 
there the foul goes out to meet. him in the gofpel, im 
the promife; here the virgins go forth to méet him in. 
glory. There the foul goes to be juftified by him, 
here the virgins go to be glorified with him : and there- 
fore it is meant of a fecond going out of the foul by 
fome fpecial acts of faith, after that it does believe,’ 
and after it is ready for him. And for explication, 
uelt. 1. From whence dath the foul go? 

Anf, Xt is chiefly going out of this world by tramp- 

ling this moon under her feet, by forgetting this her 


‘father’s houfe, by a holy contempt of it, and a holy dy-. 


ing to it, and all the glory of it. For it is a thoufand 
to one if Satan does not entangle here, if Lot be not 
taken with Sodom, though burnt out there; and if 
this. going out is to enjoy the Lord in another world 
chiefly, then going out is from the oppofite term, from 
this world. Hence Paul fingles out this mercy, Gal. 
i. 4... Chrift gave himfelf to-deliver us from this pre- 


3 fent 


iY 


avid world. O fay inen, it isa good world, and — 
@ peing h 


co 
TOOTS 


<¢ quickly 3” by Jove and joy we embrace and enter- 
tain the bridegroom, by hope and defire we go forth 
to meet the bridegroom. Hence many things are to. 
be obferved, and yet not all Yimpightysiisss20) bro. 

S EC Wa Th. ) eS SS 
| Dod. 1. THAT the objec to which faith chiefly 
| looks, and clofeth with, is the perfon of the Lord 

efus. | 2 

| “Tr is the bridegroom himfelf that the.virgins chiefly. 
: have to do’ withal; they are efpoufed to him as in 
marriage ; there is a giving of themfelves one unto 
another ; they make themfelves ready for him, they go 
out to meet him: It is him they Jove, it is him they 
want, it is him they look for, it is him they clofe with- 
al: Whorifh lovers look not after him, but his : His 
peace to conifort them when in horror and fear, his 
mercy to fave them from eternal flames ; but virgins 
iook to him, they look to (His) indeed, but it is him. 
felf chiefly they care for, John i. 12. to * fo many 

GS 2) 
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ee as received him, he gave power to be fons,” Johr 
vi. 27. when the people followed him, but.it was 
loaves : ‘* Labour. not for bread that perifheth, b 
“ &c, for him hath the Father fealed,’? Mat. xiii. 
‘The man did not buy the treafure, butboughtthe field 
4 it is him faith feeks for, Jer. I. 4. ** They fhall f 
_ the: Lord weeping ;” it is him faith chufes, and 
: contented with, ¢* Whom have Lin heaven but thee : 
{ Pfal. Ixxiil. 25. itis him faith glories in, If 
«In him fhall all the feed of Ifrael glory 


ny moral excellencies given them, which makes them 
honoured and lovely in the eyes of men, and they have 
_;honour, and that is their reward; they have bread, 

,, but not the ftaff of bread; they have ordinances, but 
not the Lotd in them: the Lord gives them anfwer 
oto, many prayers, but never gives them himfelf, nor 
his Son; this is higheft love. But it is his Son him- 
felf he gives to orphan, fatherlefs, helplefs creatures 5 

_ for the Lord is their portion, Lam. iii. 24. The ** por- 
© tion of Jacob,” Jer. x- 16. Hence it is him that 
“faith receives, and pitches upon; fo that the Lord may 
deny them many outward, many inward bleffings, yet 
they have himfelf that is better than all, better, as he 
faid, than “ ten fons.” Children‘may be prodigals 
for a time, but when in want, they will then fue for 
their portion. Saints fora time may mifpend all 

| times, 
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mes, talents, ordinances the Lord gives, but the 
ord. will bring them) to want, and then they will 
ie for their portion, and the Lord will give, and 

ey willreceivethat. = re 


eafon 2. Becaufe there is no fatisfying of the Fa- 
without him ; bring Benjamin with you, or ne- — 
look to fee my face. The confcience of a man * 
never be pacified until God is fatisfied for all _ 
igs. Now the Lord Jefus has fatisfied; nay, 
erfected forever them that are fandtified, “ by once 
<¢ offering 1 4 himfelfto God,”’ Heb. x. 14. Now 
the foul never comes to have fettled peace in his own 
confcience (though peace was pol rae before), but: 
by offering up of the Lord Jefus by faith, even, Zire 
himfelf : oe Toul wants him, ne Wate he ae a 
in the bufh, gives Chrift; and that the fou 
him for fatisfa@ion, and offers him to God again. 
As the priefts in the old law, when the facrifice was 
flain, then it was offered. God offers the foul a cru- 
cified Son, faith takes him and offers him, ‘* Lord, 
‘** behold thy Son,”” Rom. iii. 25.. And hence comes, 
propitiation and peace, peace to fee that God is fatis- 
fied. Now if by faith we come to have the peace of 
the Father’s fatisfaction with us, then it muft needs 
pitch upon the perfon of the Son firft. Hence many 
never have peace, becaufeit is nota Son himfelf they. 
look for, but fomewhat from him: they are blind, 
and dead, and hard, and thefe things, they would 
have helped, but clofe not with Chrift himfelf. 
Reafon 3. Becaufe the foul can neither actually re- 
ceive, nor expect to receive any thing from Chriit, 
unlefs it has firft pitched upon the perfon of Chrift. ~ 
4. man may hope he fhall, and prefume and think he 
fhall, and it may be receive fomewhat out of the com. _ 
mon courtefy Chrift fhews to them that look towards 
him, but never fhall receive any faving good thing 
till now, John vi. 53. “ Unilefs ye eat the fleth of the 
** Son of God, and drink his blood, ye have no life.”” 


Look 


& 
i vs 


ee 
c . 


‘ 
+ 


ing on itfelf; foit is here: Some faid this was a har. 
faying, and fo it is toa carnal heart, Rom. vill. 32 


; 
| 


of felf-love, Cant. jogs a. St Rent 
‘That is love, indeed, whichis fet uj 
@. Phe Lord never puts his pearl, no fets itin a {winifh 


’ 
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Look as it is in our eating, as if a man fhould fee 
to get nourifhment out of meat or drink, not by feed 
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And hence obferve when the Lord promifes any gre 
thing to his people, Ifa. vii. 14. he ever brings in th 
fie Jefus, that if he fhall be given, then all t 
aie rs | | 
~ Reafon 4. Becaufe true faith ever clofes with 
by love to Chrift, as falfe faith clofes with him out. 
irgins love thee :”” 


rgi 
‘upon the perfon. 


ie 2 zy Sa : e 
_contem 1s the Son: No, it is a precious. 
ntemr 


es 


the Lord. Hence it carries the foul 


ee, aE Cl. SVs 
- Ufe 1. EAENCE fee the reafon why the Lord 
keeps his people hungry, and empty, and cuts them 
{hort of many fpiritual bleflings: It is that they might - 
clofe with, and be contented with the perfon of the 
Son. ‘There are three things fome of God’s people 


feek for, and find not, if the Lord intends good to. 


them. 
1. They defire the comforts, and conveniences, _ 
and peace of this world ; O reft is fweet! and the’ 


‘Lord will give them none of thefe, or keep them at 


* 


thort commons with thefe: And why? That they 
might lay up their peace, and find all in himfelf, Gen. 
xv. 1, 2. Abraham, after the faughter of the kings, 
was in fear that he might make the Lord his fhield, 
Hof. ti. 6, 7. “* She fhall feck her lovers, but fhall 
“ not overtake them.” ae 

2. They feek for fome good to themfelves, In them- 
felves, from themfelves ; } would fain believe and 


cannot; 1 would fainido (lays a man) but alas he 
; grows 
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oT 


u will do, there is your tafk, doit, yet they lan- 
euith and die, and why fo? Jer. iii. 22. that they 
might look for help and righteoufnels in another, 
- & Jn the Lord our God is the falvation of Mrael ;’’ 


i 


the Lord it is alone. 


Mie. itty 


from the Lord Jefus very importunately,, and many 
times very impatiently, and fo finfully too, and the 
Lord deniesthem ; it has been better with them. than 
‘now, therefore they 
and they fo empty, and thi 


oe | 
225 ie Fee 


more, and the Lord cer tealga! this door to0, 


that they might content themlelves, a 


not from the mountains the ftrongeft helps and means; — 


9. They feek for grace, and ftrength, and peace . 


ows worfe and worfe; the. commandment. comes; — 


wonder the Lord fhould be fo full, | 
nk fometimes to. feek no— 


& at 2 ; > ape! as ax pis : st aa 
joys in the Lord Jefus Chrift, 2 Cor. xii, 9. | My | 
“grace is fufficient ;” It is ftrange that Chrift fo.a- 


ble, fo ready to help, yet denies: I confefs it is fome- 
time fome luft and ftumbling-block the Lord Jefus 


fees, O but againft that they feck, and truly here is 


the caufe, that having no good from him, they might 
place all their happinefs and felicity in him. ,. Look.as 
it was with Jacob, a great famine comes, and all the 
facks are fpent, and they they are ufed roughly, tho’ 
not hardly nor wrongfully, and all was to bring them 


to the fight and embracings of Jofeph: all the time. 


of famine was for this. So the famine of fpirit isto | 


laft long, and the Lord denies fupply,' to bring the 
foul to fee, embrace, and rejoice in the Lord Jefus: 
The moft flourifhing trees in God’s houfe fhall have 
their winter feafon, ond caft their coat, that they might 
preferve themfelves in their root. This is the great 
wound of many a believing foul fora time, to reft 
more contented with what he receives from the Lord, 
than to quiet himfelf and his heart with what is in the 


Lord: Man would have his loft happinefs in his own. 


hand, and this the Lord will not fuffer his people 
to lie in long, Gen. xxvi. 4. and the beft and fureft 
courfe 


Ea 
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- ‘Gn another. And therefore fee God’s end, and meet 


_ feein your bleffednefs therein all your wants, lay itp 
there, that if you will boaft, here you may do ifall _ 
_ the day long : for this is God’s greateft plot, to pull 
all men down, that his Son may be fet up, to wither — 
all the grafs and beauty of all the flowers of the field; 
that the glory of the Lord might be revealed... I mutt 
_ here give you a tafte, for it does me good to think, 
_ and it will do you more good to enjoy the fweetnels 
of this truth, There are four things you defire all, 
| which are chiefly laid up in Chrift, to that end that 
“you might'in all wants quiet your hearts with unfpeak- 
_» able peace there. : jin , A 
~ “1. The free grace and love of the Father ; this is 
that I hope which you prize moft, pray for moft, fear 
the lofs of moft, would rejoice in the having of moft, 
without which thy life is death, and bleflings curfings, 
and death the beginning of hell. Would you fee this 
love better than ‘life to thee? OJ cannot fee it, or 
but very little of it. Jtis true, look upon yourfelves 
you can fee but little, many fears, many tears, many 
heart-forrows, many temptations, many defertions, 
many vexing fins, many denials to your prayers ; but 
O look up to that ointment which is poured upon this 
blefled head, that love is fhed abundantly upon the 
Son from before all worlds, and look what. love, 
what ‘grace the Father fhews to him, that love is 
thine; that love in him is fhewn to thee, 2 Tim.1. 
9; 10. Here ftand amazed all ye people of the Lord, 
you have heard the Lord loves you,.and fometime be- 
lieve'it, but being under water, cannot conceive of 
it, nor fee how he loves you, how dearly, how abun- 
_dantly; O look now upon the love of God the Father 
in the Son, as he Joves him, fo he loves thee a worm, 
: U a 
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y miferies, John XVI. BBY 26a era SHS 
_‘g. Life: O death is terrible, and a dead heart 1s 
swoful, it is the great plague that lies upon men with- 
out Chrift, that are ftrangers to the life of God, Eph. 


© lookup there, Col. Wis! 34 
hearts are affected, and warmed, and quickened in 
prayer by word, or by divine thoughts, &¢. O if it 
might be ever ae Pp 


life, that you might find it when it is ‘loft’ here, and 


rejoice that when you have none, yet here itis: Blef- | 


fed be God, he will keep our lives as the life of Jacob 
was knit up, affd bound up ‘in the life of the child’; 
nay that life is ours. Ly aE ATR ON 

4. Conqueft and viétory over all enemies ; it may 


be you fay often the Lord hath commanded me to” 


feck for help, and he will help, he hath promifed fo 
to do, but I find my diftempers ftill raging, Satan 
Rill buffeting, and winnowing, and vexing, and foil- 
ing: and asI feel many, fol fear more forrows be- 
fore I die, and then’death and delufion, that at lat I 
may be deceived: Nay, the agonies of hell many 
times affault me, and then I am put toa lofs, that is 
it poflible I fhould efcape? Why beloved, the Lord 
Jefus: conquered death, and fin, and ‘hell, and the 
grave, and Satan, with all the firength of darknefs 


and 


a 


devil, notwithftanding all thy want, all thy fins, all, | 
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-and-delufion, and hath fpoiled them, Col. ii. aby. | e 
_ And now he is in heaven in his kingdom triumphine 
over them, that they cannot hurt him.» I,, but what. 
4s that to me? Why this very vidtory is thine : hence 
we are faid to be dead with him, Rom. vi. $. and 
- aifen with him, Col, iii. 1. Nay, to fit in “ heavenly 
 places,”’ as it were triumphing in him, in glory 
with him, Eph. ii. 6.. Nay, Heb, x. 14. “ He hath 
“ by one offering perfected his people for ever that 
“are fanctified:”” It is true, you may rejoice in. that 
you fhall,conquer, but O remember this, it is done 
already in thy head, and in thy hufband, .. 
4. _Immutability and certainty of ftanding in a hap- 
_ py eftate ; for this is that which fads the heart, I thall 
fall at lait. How is. it poffible but I fhould be fo? 
No, beloved, look upon the Lord Jefus, in him thou 
art, if he can fall, if he can die, if he can be caft from 
the Father’s face, then thou mayett ; believe “ that 
- &T live, you fhall live alfo,’ John xiv. 19. Adam 
indeed was chofen to be head: of mankind, and as 
when he ftood perfect, we ftood, fo (though mutably) 
he falling we fall: fo we are chofen in Chrift, and as 
he ftands unchangeably, fo we ftand: and as he was 
‘tempted every way, yet did not, could not fall, no 
-more canft thou: Sothat O that the Lord would give 
you hearts to learn this leflon, when there is nothing 
but wantin thee: Do not fhift fo much for a little 
from the Lord, but fee God’s end and reach it. O. 
rejoice, glory in, and blefs the Lord. This. was Paul’s 
life, and the life of the churches firft planted. O 
blefs the Lord for all fpiritual bleffings in Chrift; this 
will be joy in forrow, life. in death, this is golden faith, 
this will anfwer all fears; when Satan faith, thou haft 
not this or that, nor can{t not do this nor that, and 
to hell therefore thou muft go, reply again, it 1s true, 
I have little, Iam dead, but Chrift lives for ever; I 
may fallin myfelf, I never can fall in him ; that which- 


he hath is mine. ; : 
U 2 Object 


“TEp ON THE PARABLE OF THE : 
>, Objedt. Tt is true, they may do this, that know the: 
~ Lord. Jefus is. theirs, but,alas! I know not that. 
— Anf. If you do nots, you muft, wait then until the 
ord make himfelf. known unto you; but ‘tell me,” 
swill you do this, if you did thus know it? It'may be 


fome of you haye not done fo, unlefs by force fome- RS 


times, and, you will find it one of the tougheft works 
of faith that is: What is a poor man better for ano= 
ther’s wealth? and a fick man for another’s health, 
anda naked. man when others are clothed? Yet be- 
loved, by virtue of the power of faith, and our union 
- to the Lord Jjefus, a man is the better. “A woman 
that is matched to a prince may have never a penny 
inher purfe, and yet fhe rejoiceth inthathet hufband 
hath it... Ic is the fecret nature of faith to make ama 
all one with Chrift, in Chrift, in that manner-thatT — 
cannot find fuch an union in the world; and hence 
his health, his cloatlis, his grace, his life’ may be iat- 
ter-of as much joy as if a man had ‘all thig in ‘himfelf. 
And becaufe many a foul hath Chrift; but feeling 
fuch emptinefs in himlelf, as that he ‘cannot think fo, 
and it may be would do fo if he faw whether he might | 
do fo or not: I hall therefore exprefs my thoughts 
to thera thus in thefe particulars, “21° <9 SS "iHoe 
1. ‘That all thatfulnefs that is in the Lord Jefus) tt 
is not for himfelf, but for them ‘that want it, John 
xvii. 19, he might have been bleffed in his Father's 
bofom without thee; why fhould he therefore live, 
and do, and fuffer, and rife, and glorify his ‘bleffed na- 
ture, but for them that wanted this. He is filled with | 
wifdom, life, ftrength, becaufe men are blind, dead, 
weak. Postelsie 
2. But youwill fay, all the world want it, and yet 
few in the world fhall ever have any fhare there, there- 
fore all them in the world that hunger after all ‘that 
good that is in him, they may now in the abfence of 
it content themfelves with. it, that there it is in him 
for them; for the Lord fills the hungry; and fo hun- 


ery. 
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pry as it isnot fomething or other that they pick out, 


but all Ghrift, and all ot that that isin Cnrift> nowis | 


‘grace: fo that when thy heart afks, what haft thou to” 
do with him when fo vile? Anfwer, Yet'the Lord hath — 


as now you place all your felicity in him,'to this end, 
to receive life from him, as a man fatisfies himfelf 
with bread that he may_have life : for as Tiwould not 
damp the faith of the ele, no more would I patro- 


- your thievifh heart; No, do you fo content; or will 
-you fo/content yourfelves with him, as to’ account 
yourfelves happy here, that all the world is dung in 
refpect of this; and this you do to fuck and receive 
-more from. Chrift, and fo to be like him: now hold 
here, and live here, and rejoice here for ever, Phil. 
ii.) Qy). FQ, Hl. Wao 53. he The Lord is 
my fong and falvation ;” therefore we will draw 
“hence: if the Lord gives nothing, yet | have it in him; 
if he gives any thing, the honour fhall be given to 
him. O take this courte: 1. Left you lofe Chrift 
and.all too, .,.2» Left the Lord ever keep you fhort in 
a complaining condition. 3: That you may be every 
day and moment in heaven, and win the crown from. 

+ every hypocrite whoknows not what this life in Chrift 
picaneediaiit hat the Lord may be yout glory, for he 
is not only the glory of God, but of his people Ifrael 

£00. 
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+ too. 5. That you may love yourfelves the lefs, and 
_. the Lord the more. "Vntcl eh sled iy toheabab aes 


tt 


| SEG Ta oMAsd sia sae BARS. 
8 ropes ; a | Fics syd Ste ttyet 
) Ufe2s HENCE fee''a neceflity of feeing and 


‘knowing Chrift, before a man can believe, or if eyer 
he foul believe ; for if faith clofes with the perfon of 
1¢ Lord Jefus, the fame faith muft firft fee that per- 
fon: Ifit takes the Bridegroom himfelf, it muft fee 
and know him firft. Did you ever fee any efpoufed 
together that did not firft fee and know each other? 
the eye mutt firft fee, my meaning is, there muit pre. . 
cede this a& of the underftanding to. fee Chrift, be- 
fore a man can clofe with Chrift by his will: | for 
aim not at this, whether it goes before in time, butin 
order of nature it does precede, and abfolute y necef- 
jary itis: Hence John vi. 40. “ He that feeth and. 
** believeth in the Son hath eternal life Soe ARIS 18 
io neceflary to faith, that faith itfelf puts on this name, - 
Ifa. lili, 11. By his knowledge.” Luke xix. 41, 
** O that thou hadft known,” Ifa. xlvi. 21. §* Look 
“unto me and be faved.” And hence unbelief in 
{cripture is exprelt by being blinded, Rom. xi. 7, 8. 
for though Chrift be abfent from us on earth, yet that 
is the excellency of faith, it makes things abfent pre- 
fent, and fees unfeen things, Heb. xi. t. John viii. 56. 
“Abraham faw my day ;” and that is: the wonder- 
ment of faints; there is light in Gofhen when all 
Egypt is dark, when others are blinded they fee, Ifa. 
Ign ae, 
Queft. What is this knowledge or Seeing of the Lord 2 
“inf. 1 make this queftion, partly becaufe. this is 
the firft chief evangelical work, as it appears tous; 
nay, indeed, it isin a manner all; hence Mat. xi. 27 
“« {thank thee thou haft’ hid thefe things,” &c. If 
this be right, faith is right, &c. And if this be not, 
a man’s faith is but a fancy, and a man’s fanctification 
and 


% 


\ 


oe 
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and reformation, hopes, defires, are but the works of 
death and darknefs, if this fun be not rifen: And part-. Bs 
ly alfo becaufe all the policy and power of Satan is cone 3 
blind the eye here; for then he knows men will 
{tumble at every flep, 2 Cor. iv. 4.. He will help to 
believe, and joy in believing, . and reformation aitcne. 
that joy, that a man might content himfelf with this” 
joy and faith, and look not after the fight of Chritt. 
And if I was to leave the world, I fhould leave this to 
be thought of, as Chrift told the woman of Samaria, 
‘Ye worfhip whom ye know not,’”’ fo men. believe 
in whom they know not, and pray to one whom they 
"know not, and depend on whom they fee not, and 
hence do not wonder at anadulterous generation rif- 
ing. up, that deny all evidencing of a man’s, juttifica- 
ti 1 from nis f ndification, and that it is but.a fading 
thing, becaufe ‘they never felt what it meant, be- 
catife they never knew what the Lord Jefus meant, 
and therefore liften to it.. 1 fay therefore firft what 
_ this knowledge is not, for every man has fome 
letibwheares ay ke o' : 
“4, There isa knowledge of the Lord Jefus by re- 
port, the fame of a man may come where. himfelf is 
not feen; fo of Chrift, there may be a fame fpread of 
him, and of fome excellencies in him, where he is not 
favingly known, and this is not feeing of Chrift ; for 
a man may live and die a damned creature with this 
knowledge.. The Samaritans had fome knowledge 
by report of the Mefliah, John iv. 25. “¢ When he 
«4s come he will tell us all things,” fo many among 
us hear that Chrift is come, and rifen, and glorified, 
and the Saviour of the world and of finners, &c. But 
how come they to know this? By way of tradition 
and report only. I confefs this knowledge may be a 
means in the elect to bring them to faving knowledge, 
as in the Queen of Sheba that heard Solomon’s fame, 
and the difciples, John i. “ Come and fee.?? But 
-reprobates are not drawn by it, as Herod, Luke xxiii, 
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“heard of his fame, and came to fee Jefus. 

te 2: There is a knowledge of Chrift from his works, 

‘as we know what trade and what artificers many men 
e, becaufe thefe are external things, yet know not 

1e man: fo there is a knowledge of ‘Chrift by his 


and all. creatures governed, and a man may fee him in 
his trading with others, and himfelf, all comes from 


a 


i 8. 6 Rane rhany things of Chrift,” -but never faw 

him tillhe came to judge him. So here, becaufe they 
can live well without Chrift, hence reft content with 

Re the bare repoft. Whereas they. that had) difeafes, 


works, that by him the worlds were made, Heb.i. . 


him, that a man may fay, the Lord has done allthis,and — 


that for me, and yet firangers to Chrift.. And if men — 


be ignorant of him here, he may do fuch wondert 


things before their eyes, that they cannot»-but wonder _ 


and fay, this i is the Lord’s work, and yet know him 
not, Mat. xi. 20. He upbraided the cities where moft 
‘of his mighty works were done, but they'faw him not, 
John xv. 24.“ If I have not done,” &e.' The Lord 
may work ftrange temporal deliverances, that you 
may know all power is in Chrift’s band to fave and 
pardon, Mat. viii. 27. fo as to marvel and not envy ; 
«* What manner of man is this chat winds.and feas 
*‘ obey him?’ It is true, the faints do know the 
Lord, but they are not idle {peétators and receivers of 
him; but O.that I might. have that Chrift himfelf, 
they: do him no good, give him no content without 
him ; as he faid ** What giveft thou me if I go child- 
Ss lefs : ° John ix, Chrift had: opened the blind man’s 
eyes, and yet he cries, ‘“Lord, who is he?” ver. 36, 
37, 38. whereas others fee the works of Chrift, and 
vanilh, or if affeGted, an evil {pirit comes on them, as 
on Saul when he faw Davyid’s love. 
There is a literal knowledge of the Lord Jefus 


by ae bare letter only of the word, and it is wrought ~ 


in this manner. A man doth not only take up the 
knowledge of Chrift by report, nor from his works, 
but 


- dight Jet.in; hence his mind having’ thofe literal rel 
_-fons, guefleth at them, and conceives of them, and 
becaufe the mind is carnal, it apprehends them i a 
_ carnal manner (though it thinks it fees-Chrift tru 

_ Hence.a-man having a form of this knowledge in‘ 
_ head, he, may be able to/exprefs much, and m 
large confeflion of\his faith, cifcourfe of points of co 
_troverfy in matters that concern Chrift, andj 


nor faw hi 


aie TEN VIRGINS. 161 


but he hears;reads,is well catechifed concerning Chri 
vand all his offices, and benefits, that there is much 


N= 


tion by, Chrift, &c. and inftruct others,and 4 
ing no more, Know not all this whi what't 
Jefus 1S. spe peChyo BM HH Sey ye | 

Haphabes fe a sh nal Jew that had but 
ral. shriftian that has but a form of know- 


ofpel,,. The Jews were exceedingly ver- 
, and boafted:they heard God, and faw - 


tells. them, they never heard his voice, 


Fay 


literally, not favingly. 


_ Secondly, ‘Lhis. is butya carnal knowledge, which 
letter and fancy, beget, 1 Cori. 14..° He cannot know 
“ them, becaule they are fpiritually difcerned.” 
_. ‘Thirdly, [t-is a\dead knowledge, or will be dead 
and unfayoury ; and hence many that know much of 
Chrift, feed on their luits and dunghill delights, be- 
caufe their knowledge feeds them not, fills them not, 
as fancies do not feed. 
Fourthly, It is a falfe knowledge; for give a blind 
man a defcription of the fun, or a taftelefs man of ho- 
ney, he may fet up a falfe image and deceive himfelf, 
and fo doth this. . Many fet up a falfe image of Chritt, 
and truft to that. Or as in defcription of another 
country, when he fees it, then he fees he was deceiv- 
ed: fo faints fee they were deceived, and faw not 
Chrift, nor fin, nor God, and fo fhalt men in hell fee; 
hence Ifa. vi. 9.“ In feeing they fee not :” How came 


that to pafs? They did fee, but faw not really. 
Xs Fifthly, 


ON -THE PARABLE OF THE 
8 ifthly, It is fuch a knowledge as hinders from fava 
g-knowledge of Chrift, John ix. 39. “i came 
that they that fee might be made blind.’ The wife 
arned Corinthians muft become foolifhnefs, and the: 
ht that is in thee is darknefs. This light ftands — 
our light : and yet this is the knowledge that thous 
houfands content themfelves withal, and hence 
hold on Chrift, and think they have him, when 
th it is but the image and fancy of him. ~ 
hat then is this knowledge or feeing of Chrift? 
ere is a feeing of Chrift after a man be- 
Chrift in his love, &c. but Ifpeak — 
that precedes the fecond a@ 
e or real fight of him as ~ 
he is in his glory. Chrift reveals his wonderful glo- — 
ry to the foul really, as ex. gr. Aman hears 
be the greateft evil, and fometimes conceives by argu- 
ment how, but fees not the thing fin, though he fees 
the wérd fin: fo.a man that never travelled into fo- 
reign parts; may hear, and read, and fpeak of coun- | 
tries: or as herbalifts read of the nature of plants and 
trees, yet- never faw the things, nay, trample upon 
them when they fee them: fo it is one thing to read 
of the fun in a book, or to know it by relation, ano- 
ther thing to know it by fight. This is therefore the 
faving-knowledge of Chrift, to fee the Lord in his 
glory as heis: not perfectly, for that is in heaven ; 
hence we fhall there fee him, and be like unto him, 
but imperfeétly, and in part, 2 Cor. ni. 18. * Chan- 
‘¢ wed here into the fame image.’’ And this appears 
from thefe four grounds. x 
1, That knowledge the faints have of Chrift, it is 
not by bate word only, but alfo by the Spirit. ‘The 
word relates Chrift, but the Spirit is the interpreter 
of the word: the interpreter of heaven muft interpret 
the language of heaven. Now the Spirit ever fhews . 
us things as'they are, even though they be deep things, 
and myfteries, it makes them plain, 1 Cor, il. 9, 1o. 
“As the fun when it arifeth it featters all darknelfs, fo 
* when 


~ 
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when this day ftar arifeth »”’ Not that thefe things — 
are revealed without the word : for 2 Cor. ii. 14. and 
2 Cor. iv 4. left the light of the gofpel fhould fhine 4 
It is by the word that the Spirit does enlighten. ae 
# 2. Becaufe the fight of the knowledge of Chrift, it 
ig as the knowledge of a thing in a glafs, 1 Cor. xiii, 
12. Now though you fee not the man face to fe 
yet if you fee him ina glafs, there you fee him as he 


imperfectly. Hence we are faid to ‘* fee in part.” 
4. In regard of that abundant goodnefs and love of. 
Chrift to his people. Love cannot lock up fecrets. 
Jofeph hid himfelf from his brethren for a time, but 
his bowels melt, he muft tell them that he is Jofeph. 
Chrift may do fo, but his love even con{trains him 
afterward, to let them fee whom he is, John xiv. 21. 
I confefs its admirable love to reveal Chrift in the 
word and-letter of the gofpel, to hear of him is hap- 
pinefs, and if the Lord faves you, you will think fo 
too: But this is common to wicked men; there is a 
manifeftation of himfelf as he is unto his people. And 
now he is in glory, hence reyeals himfelf in his incon- 


ceiveable glory, that now a man cyes the Lord, and 
cat a Bw 2 one fuch 
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4 fuch things he never thought of before, which eye 

-mever jaw, 1 Cor. il. g. Sah a re Aaa earnae 
7 Quelt. How doth the foul fee ima Berg’ OY 

Ang. Vinthis cafe, rather defire tolearn than teach, 

even from the meaneft; yet what is obvious 1 fhall 

“fuggeft, in this weighty bufinefs. wom 


. 


‘his feeing of him appears in three particulars. 


now  ‘.caug 


udgment day the Lord fhall break 
ry as fhall amaze all the 


tis faints, by all 


looks, on creatures, he fees God’s fobt{teps of power ; 
if on angels and faints, God’s image of holinefs; if 
in Chrilt, there God himfelf, 2 Cor. iv. 4, 5, 6, 7. 
It is true, then, Chrift’s glory fhall. be feen by the 
wicked, but that is by fenfe, not by faith, that is only. 
in their minds, but there is no fhining into the heart, 
to the kindling of an infinite efteem of him: and this 
the God of this world hides from people; Chrift the 
Lord of another world, in fpite of Satan, reveals to his 
people. Before a man fees Chrift, there%s nothing 
more bafe than Chrift, even to the ele, and then the 


ways and, work of Chrift, Jer. ii. 11. “* Have any 


‘* heathen changed their gods? thefe change: their 
‘¢ glory for that which doth not profit :” Now. the 
Lord will-be, mutt be efteemed:of his people; hence 
will and does reveal this.glory of his to ‘his faints, 
whereas here others are blind. 2. In 


“a. True faving knowledge and fight of Chrift con- 
fits in the fight of the glory of his perfon, efpecially 
ht up to heaven, and fitting at the right. 
God, in all the glory of the -Pather:?”* 


a 


di 
ay 


t he fhall not ons 


- of a better teftament, Heb. vii. 22. “ On 


me 
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2. In the beholding of the Lord as he comes ‘ands 
appears in the glory of his covenant; for when the 
Lord reveals himfelf fo as to caufe the foul to believe, — 
and thereby to make it one of his people, he never 
makes any people, but by entering into covenant with © 
them. Hence he ever appears in his covenant firft, 
a. xlix. wit. Look as when the Lord made him a] 
ple at Mount Sinai, Mofes came down from Go ). 
pears with tables in his hands, &c. So when Chrift 


comes to make any his people, he comes as mediator 


“Mount Si- 


“on,” Heb xii. 22, 24. Now look as it was with 


the Ifraelites, 2 Cor. in. they the covenant of 
~ Chrift evealed ; but as Mofes’ face was 
covered, fo theirs ° Chrift there was vailed 
over e law, even the moral law,written in f{tone. 


hence were hardened againft Chrift, Rom. ix. 31, 


32. So it is the mifery and blindnefs of many peo- 
ple at this day, they fee the Lord Jefus, but with his 
vail on: for people being not able to fee and prize the 
glory of Chrift immediately, the Lord appears with the 
law firft, requiring this and that, and they endeavour 
to do it ; and hence if they cannot, they comfort them- 
felves with this, the Lord accepts my endeavours, not 
feeing the hypocrify of them, or elfe they are never 
at peace, or very feldom ; And why? Becaufe they fee 
not to the end of that which is abolifhed, never faw 
the end, the Lord jefus.Chrift. Now therefore when 
the Lord reveals himfelf, the Lord makes himfelf 
known without the vail, fo that when confcience cries, 
you muft do whatever Is commanded, or die; the 
Lord Jefus now comes and appears, and faith, There- 
fore fee what need thou haft of me, who have fulfil- 
Jed all righteoufnefs, and done all. Receive me that 
have done it, and thou fhalt live. O but may I now 
as 1 litt? Am I now freé from the law? No, it is i 

; € 
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Bye thy rule and life in heaven, but 1 will write my 


- ¢ laws in thy heart, and caufe thee to walk in my 


_ « ways.? Hence the foul fees all'done for him; 1. 
“Jn Chrift. 2. All that he is to do for Chrift ; he fees, 


mife, and here faith hangs, and has peace. For two 
things trouble ; es ee 

_ Firft, I have broke the firft covenant of the law, 
Chrift appears not as one that exacts the debt, but as 
one that comes to enrich him when poor. he 
~ Secondly, I cannot walk after it as a rule, Chrift ap- 


pears in this covenant and promifeth to caufe him to - 


do it; and hence afterall departings from the Lord, 


he will not depart further by unbelief, but fees the — 


end of the law, which is Chrift, that 


eaghee 


if not in means, nor in himfelf, but in the Lord’s pro- — 


pin him hemay 


perform the covenant, and by him be ftrength to 


walk with him as after a rule: For the covenant of 
grace is not, Chrift will be righteoufnels to thee if 
thou wilt walk after the law as a rule, but Chrift will 


do both: and this the foul fees in its glory, elfe itis” 


no fight. Hence 2 Cor. iii. gofpelis called “ The 
<¢ miniftration of glory,” which no carnal heart can 
fee; for the vail is taken away when it turns to the 
Lord, and fees him. ‘The faints only with open face 
behold this: It is true, for a time they may make of 
Chrift a Mofes, as Peter, Luke v8. ‘* Lord depart 
‘<‘ from me, | am a finful man.’””’ And the Lord may 
deal roughly with them to humble them, as Jofeph 
did to his brethren, but it will not ever hold; and the 
Lord appearing thus to them that have been flung by 
the law, and that killing letter, now the Lord appears 
in ineffable beauty and glory ; to others there is no- 
thing in it: they may fee this, yet not believe. 

3. In feeing the Lord in the glory of his grace, or 
fitnefs for him, and this is the main: for look as it 
is in marriage, there is a re{pect to beauty and feature, 
and that draws. Now a woman fometimes appears to 
one fo, that though portion be great, &c. yet he can- 
not like, another can becaufe God has a hand in it, 

and. 


hie ae 
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and what fits the fancy, that is beauty: there is a fuit* ; 
-ablenefs every way.. So Chrift is prefented with a _ 
_ rich portion to many, and yet they cannot like, cans 
“not fee a beauty, becaufe they cannot fee a fitnefs and 
fuitablenefs to them, and for them: another man cans 
becaufe he fees fitnefs and fuitablenefs in the Lord Jefus 
- for him, in refpeét of his mifery and fin, and his graci- 
ous difpofition, -Johni. 14. ‘ But we faw his glory full — 
of grace and truth,” Pf. xly. 2. “* Thou art fairer than 
“ the children of men, full of grace are thy lips:”2 which — 


enfe of vilenefs ; 

295° 1¢ Pharifees defpifed the counfel of God 
-  againft themfelves, when Publicans juftified God,” 
_ &c. And it is a rule, that the faving-knowledge of 
Chrift is dependant upon the fenfible knowledge of a 
man’s felf. Let a chriftian in Chrift lie in his fins, 
and comfort himfelf in remiflion of them without re- 
pentance, he may talk of Chrift, but no beauty will ap- 
pear in Chrift: So itis at firft, the foul feels fin,and that 
God is holy, and will hate him: then the Lord fhews 
Chrift came to call fuch. Yea, but I have no good and 
cannot help myfelf: Chrift appears fitto feek out fuch. 
O but I cannot fee, nor believe, nor be affected; Chrift 
appears one fit to do all, full of wifdom to perform the 
fecond covenant. O but I want all things ; Chrift 
appears all-fufficient. O but I fhall fall; Chrift ap- 
_ pears conftant in his love. O but he is far to feek ; 
Chrift appears prefent. O but I fhall fin ; Chrift ap- 
pears merciful to bear with, and heal infirmities. . O 
but I fhall believe too foon; he is fit to prepare and 
difpofe. O but all the world will be againft me ; 
Chrift therefore appears fit to rule all forme. O but 
death and grave may hurt me; Chrift appears ft, whe 
has conquered all: and this is ever in the faints. 
Now left you fhould think-you have this when you 


have not, and know it not, fee the evidences hereof. 
Bae 


29, 30. “ The 
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- y. If ever the Lord has thus revealed himifelf to. 
thee, he has brought this light out of darknefs, and 

ade thee fenfible of it, 2 Cor. iv.) 85.0: O-you that 
have been alittle troubled, and then hear of Chrift, 
“and then depend on him, and wait for comfort from 


bay 
Sul i} 


fay, if truly enlightened, you will go mourning to 
r graves for your ignorance of him, Prov. xxx. 


is fome beam Jet in. | : oe 
2. It damps the glory of all the world, that aman 
lays down all at Chrift’s feet, as the wife men, Mat. 


im, and now you are well: you never yet faw him. | 


and feldom is your darknefs feen and felt, but there. 


ae 


ii. As glow-wormeftars go out when the light 


of the fun arifeth, fo all the 
miferies of the world are nothing 1 : 
fee Jefus. ‘PSR eechdalie Cees 

3. It makes a man very vile in his own eyes, Ifa. 
vi. 5. Nay his excellency vile as Haiah his tongue, 
and wonders that the Lord fhould look upon him*a 
worm who is fo glorious. ‘* What am I that the 
<< mother of my Lord fhould come to me,” &c. “He 
fees Chrift fit, and then fees his glory, and then faith, 


t th 


ow, Adts vii. Le 


e comforts, and all the — 


‘ What, me Lord?” me to ftand betore thee? Lord 


depart, Tam a finful man! 


4. It neceflitates the heart to believe, not with af-_ 


furance, but with a clinging to him: hypocrites have 


knowledge of Chrift, but it never heats the heart ; | 


this, as fire neceflarily heats, and that which is put to 
it is heated, fo here: for the fight of the laft end 
doth neceflitate when it is feen, Ifa. lv. 4, 5. ‘* They 
‘© fhall run to thee, becaufe God has glorified thee,” 
Rom. i. 16,°17. it is the power of God, for there is’ 


righteoufnefs revealed: that though the Lord bids | 


depart, yet he cannot be gone, nay when ‘he con- 
cludes, yet as Jonah ii. 4. fo he can fee to a temple 
through the belly of a whale. Many fay, may | be- 
lieve? ot I cannot prize him! [ tell you when the 
Lord appears as he is, you cannot refift that light, 
but you muft cling to him. 


5. Where | 
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. 5. Where this is, a man refts not here, but fees 
more and more of him, John i. 49, 50. A-man fees © 
now his glory, but after he fhall fee his love, and af. 


ter that he fhall know his mind, 1 Cor. ii. 9. Eph, i, 
9.“ The myftery of his will.”’ And then his conftant’ 
prefence, and all his walkings with him and toward . 
him, fo as to be familiar with him, that in time of 
old age, he fhall be an acquaintance of Chritt’ 
Cor, iii, 18, ‘¢ From glory to glory ;’” whereas 
hypocrite’s light goes cut, or grows not. Hence m: 


& 


ny ancient ftanders take all their comfort fro he firft 
work, and droop when in old age. 1 knowthe faint’s 


light is obfcured, and the Lord hides his face, but 
then they are troubled, and.it fhall break out ‘* with 
‘* healing in his wings pet May all their life time they. 

hey know him not, becaufe they have 


ae 


may think they know 
not thofe meafures. O therefore fee a neceflity of it: 
x EE a > OM naeae 423 £3; ; 7) “ ra ‘ } 


"ke, You that are vile, and ignorant of Chrift, no 
faith yet, no Chrift yet: And what then? Thy fins - 
are upon thee now, and wo to thee, for ‘* the wrath 
‘to come..’, .O. poor creature! thou doft not fee, 


nor canil, not. fee ne if thou didft, thou wouldit not 


crucify the Lord of glory. i. 
~. You that be profeffors of the church. O de- 
ceive not yourfelves, if the Lord has enlightened you, 
O.blefs.him., Hf Chrift were here, he would blefs 
you,, Mat. xii. 16... Nay when he was here, he did 
it, he doth itin heaven. ‘* I thank thee, Father,” 
&c. Mat. xi. 25. Luke x. 21. But if not, all is un- 
found that ever you had. O therefore look you be 
ot deceived here, and therefore wait upon the Lord 
to manifeft himfelf. Who knows but the Lord may 
help ?, Nay when you are feeling of the infinite need 

of it, and of your own wotul blindnefs, it is begun. 


SECT. WE 


Uf x. SEE the happinefs of faints (all you fland- 
ers eosin of 21 believers ? You think what are they? 
: e Y ey PE AN pat 
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"| ‘What have they, that [have not? What get they by. 
-. feeking, by mourning ? They have the Lord himfelf, 
‘not kingdoms nor heaven, not guard of angels, not 
- pardon, nor comfort or grace only, but which is 
greater, and than which there can be no greater, the 
Lord of glory himfelf. Is there any thing that is good 
there? It is theirs. I doubt not but angels ftand a- 
gazed at this. What haft thou? Thou haft peace, 
and eafe, and duties, and friends, but no Chrift, then 
poor and curfed thou art. és 


i 8S E-C'F Vil. 
air 


 Ofe 4. HEnci learmto judge of your faith, whe. 
ther it be of the right make or no?.whetherit be fuch _ 
a faith as will never fail you, but fhall in deepeft mi- 
feries, in foreft agonies, and moft furious temptations; _ 
nay in greateft fins and defertions, be indeed a friend 
unto you? Js it fuch a faith as pitches on, and clofeth 
with the perfon of Chrift himfelf, and him alone? So 
that all the delights in creatures quiet thee not, unlels 
thou canf{t find him through them: Nay, no ordinan- 
ces cheer thee, unlefs thou canft fee him in them: 
Nay, heaven itfelf will not content thee, but him in 
heaven, Pfal. \xxiii. 25.- And hence it is him thou 
feekeft, him chou feeft, it is him thou approveft thy- 
felf unto, ‘and ferveft: So that it is this Rock of A- 
ges thou trufteft te, Ifa. xxvi. 3, 4. It is his ftrength 
thou art {trong by, it is his life thou liveft by, itis the 
Lord himfelf that thy faith fathoms. This is right, 
1 Pet. li. 7. For now what good can:the Father de- 
ny thee, when he has given a Son to thee? What. 
hurt can Satan do thee by all his fhakings, when thou 
haft the Son himfelf, this corner-ftone, this horn of 
falvation to fupport thee? What hurt can the law do 
thee, when thou haft righteoufnefs in a Son? What 
hurt can delufion do thee, when thou haft wifdom 
ever plotting for thy good, in fuch a glorious head as 
the 
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_ the Son? What hurt can death do thee, or fin do. es 
thee, when thy life isin the Son?‘ O lead me to — 
Bt the Rock,” faith David, ‘* that is higher than 1.”” ; 
O here is a Rock higher than death, than grave, 


than fin, than Satan: Who can hurt thee now? 


But, O beloved, how many fall fhott of *t entering — 
“¢ into this reft ?”’ and clofing with this. perfon? And 
there are four forts of them, that {pin the fineft thread” 
of deceit to themfelves, that think they believe when. : 
yet they have not the Son. / a 
3. Thofe that do not clofe with himfelf, but only 
come to him for fome righteoufnefs out of himfelt, 
(for 1 fhall not {peak of them that forfake all, and 
follow Chrift, for the bag andifo t the loaves), for it is 
with all men living1 aturally, as it is with men that 
have been rich fhopkeepers, but now they are broke,, 
and caft into great want; fteal they will not; dig 
- they cannot, beg they know not how; turn appren-~ 
tice to another they muft not, they have not been u- 
fed to that life; hence they refolve to fet up their. 
trade again, though they fel! but pins, and points,, 
and {mall wares; and becaufe they cannot fet up for: 
_ themfelves, they go unto merchants to help them, 
and run into their books on truft, and defire day and 
patience, and they will pay them all again :: now it is 
not the man that they refpect, but to make up their: 
markets out of him; but alas! they cannot pay their 
debts, and hence to prifon they go: fo it is here, 
God fet up Adam with a ftock in his own hand, now 
he is broken, and caft into great want, and fears the 
- arreft of. God’s difpleafure, now, fin men dare not, 
dig and help themfelves they cannot, and to beg and 
live upon the Lord and his alms they know not how, 
indeed they will not, they are not ufed to. this life 5 
hence feek to fet up their trade again, though in ne- 
ver fo fmali duties; and becaute they cannot help 
themfelves, hence they go to Chrift, not as to 


an hufband for himfelf, but as to a merchant im fet 
5 2 them 
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them up again: and truly Chrift for many ends, and 
to thew his freenefs to his own, gives many talents to 
sfuch, which they receiving, hope to pleafe the Lord: 
"by; whemI can get the Lord to give me fome more 
_ knowledge, brokennefs, :affeCtions, ‘enlargements, a- 
 ilities todo, then I hope f fhall pleafe. him: but ei- 
ther they fpend all and fall away to nothing before 
ley die, or elfe death comes and carries them cap- 
ve to the judgment-feat of God, and there they fee 
they are run but the deeperin debt, and not able to 
pay. Thus it is-with Papitts, who profefs that none of 
their own works fave, but his worksinus, and his blood 
meriting, that tl 


Lord; Lord there be thefe fins that wring my, cqn- 
{cience, eafe me of them, here be thefe dutiesi muft do; 
elfe never faved, and my heart 1s dead, O affeét me, 
and help me to do them: there be»fuch works am 
to perform, and have no flrength to'pray,to prophe- 
fy, Lord affift me, Mat. vit. 21,22. “# Depart, I 
“* know you not,’ never accepted of syou;> you 
thought thefe things would pleafe me, you clofed’not 
with me, O now depart frpm me, from my fellowfhip, 
my bofom, my prefence : for this is ever their frame, 
they think to pacify God by what they do, and though 
they think his juftice cannot, yet they hope there: is 
fuch indulgence in his mercy that heowill accept. 
Thus it was, Ifa. lviti. 2. for this is their temper, they- 
are not wounded with the want of Chrift himfelf, but 
with fome jarrings againft the law, for which they 
fear they muft die. Hence not feeing into the fpiri- 
» tual nature of the law, they are wounded, not flain by 
the law: they hope they fhall live if they can leave 
fuchifins,. perform fuch duties, féel fuch’ abilities. 
Now having made trial at home, they go to Chrifk, 


and 
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and feck hiny with delight for to work this or that, 
and then they are well: now if they do not receive at 
prefent, then they hope by feeking to find in time, if 
he doth not help them, then they fhall be well. Hence. | 
‘they ever live in fome fin, and know it not, as thefe 
did, and as the young man, Mat. xix. And thus ii 
is, as it is with two princes, one is in trouble by info- 
ders, he fends for aid to another, but doth not caft 
down his crown, and put himfelf in fubjection to the 
other. Somen willbe kings, and hence fend foraid 
' againft the inrodes of fome fin that ftings confcience, 
but put not themfelves under the Lord Jefus. Bring 
_-thofe mine enemies hither, Luke xix. 27. In one 
word, as the wound is, fo ismy clofing with Chrift: 
_ ifone be in outw d t¥o! 


ard’ trouble, now to Chrift he goes 
to deliver'; i] refled with inward trouble for fome’ 
_ fins, how to Chrift to remove them, and fo to pacity 
confcience ; if with want of Chrift himfelf, now he 
goes for himfelf Si 
“9. Thofe that clofe with promifes without Chrift him- 
- felf, and divide between them two, that ftrip Chrift — 
~ of thefe his fwadling-clouts, make their gain of thefe, 
apdlet himfelf go. I confefs alla chriftian’s wealth 
is laid up in promifes, not in words and fyllables, for 
they are dead things, but Chrift in them, and God’s 
faithfulnefs in them, 2 Sam. xxiii.4, 5. This is 
all my falvation, for all fulnefs is in Chrift, he is rich, 
but, what am I the better? nay the more miferable, 
for all emptinefs is in me; therefore in’ the promife 
lies my peace. And this is a chriftian’s fupport in 
ail troubles, and hence he cafts anchor here; but 
here is his frame, he lays not hold on them without. 
Chrift, but by them goes to Ghrift, and there refts, 
John vi. 46. ‘ He that has heard of the Father com- 
*éeth unto me.2’ Give children milk in the dith, 
they cry ftill, they muft have it from the mother, and 
theré facki: fo 2 Pet. i.°2,.3. Now there are others, 
that finding fome work in themfelves without ea 
aD 
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and thinking. that it is faving, and fo a good fign $_ 
hence are miftaken, and clofe with it without Chrift, 
and now they think it is well. Idoubt not but the. 
Jews that be devout comforted themfelves with that 
-promife, ‘‘ He that confefleth,”’ &c. Prov. XXVill. 13: 
“not underftanding of it, Mat. ili. ‘* Say not within 
“ yourfelves we have Abraham to our father,’’ that 
promife kept them off from Chrift, Mat. xxii. Some 
came not to the feaft, fome came, but without a wed- 
_ ding garment. It is with thefe men_as it 1s with men 
that come to buy wines, they tafte them, and con- 
tent themfelves with a tafte, another buys the thing : 
‘a faint doth fo; another taftes the {weet, and after. 
falls to the impardonable. fin, Heb. viz Or as it is 
with a man that fees corn onthe ground, he buys — 
the field, another he gleans fomewhat, and contents. 
himfelf with that, There is in one word a double 
error : 3 | eres Hire 
Firft,. When a man fhall clofe with Chrift with- 
out promifes; and hence feek to be feated without 
a promife. Hence fay fome, you muft not gather 
any evidence from any qualification you feel im your- 
elf. ( ‘ pte ‘ Fs 
Secondly, When men fhall fnatch and nibble at 
promifes, and mifapply them, not clofing with Chrift 
in them and by them; I have confeffed my fin, and 
repented, and run away with this without Chrift. O. 
time will come the Lord will fay, how cameft thou 
in hither ? what haft thou to do to take my promifes 
into thy mouth? toarm thyfelf againft Chrift by pro- 
mifes to make a fpoil of Chrift’s grants, and let him 
be crucified? When Saul rent off Samuel’s garment, 
he faid, ‘* The Lord fhall rend,” &c. 1 Sam. xv. 
27,28. The letter kills, all promifes without Chrift 
oer becaufe they keep the famifhing foul from bread 
itfelf. ; 
3. Thofe that clofe not with promifes only, but 
with Chrift himfelf, but it is only with the image and 
fancy 
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fancy of him, which they think is himfelf. In true — 
- faith the Father reveals the Son as he is, or the Son 
reveals himfelf as he is, and-faith hence clofes with 
him as he is, John vi. 40. But fome there be that). 
hear of him, hence think what he is. Hence a cars_ 
nal mind imagines of him as it imagines of a king in 
a far country, and falls down to his image, and trufts. 


to it, and depends on it, and joys in it, until a man 
co 


comes to be converted, or to die: and then he fees 
the deceit. Or if he did fee him, yet he can fee no 


folations and joys. Like a fick woman that comes to 
the phyfician, not to marry her, but to heal her, cure 


her, and fo comfort her. Or if fhe doth come to 
marry 
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marry him, it is only to fatisfy her luft, orto fave her 


re VOus~ 


here;) but devifeth how to keep Chrift and.joy with- 
outsholinefs.. Hence let a world of fin le upoa:them, 
—they’be not troubled with that, they, look up to 
Chrift; or if they fee and be troubled atit, they take 
it as. a burden, not as the greateft burden. Hence 
(fay. men) you muft not judge of your eftate by any 
thing or qualification you feel in yourfelf, for thefe 
may fail your/eye-fight in. mifty times (but we mult 
follow it then;,and notireft till.we fee and find.it ; for, 
<< without holinefs no man fhall fee God.’’),. Hence 
alfo let there be never fo many falls, yet fay they, ne- 

ver 
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ver call your ftate into queftion, hence they profefs, : : 
‘we cannot move till we be moved, and if I do not, it~ 
‘is mot my fault. . Hence if minifters do preach ar 
things which are not about the perfon of Chrift, 
the excellency of a chriftian in Chrift, or the empti 
nefs of the creature to prepare for Chrift, (which aré 
indeed of great ufe) and prefs to any work or fe 
of Chrift, they are legal preachers, and bring people 
under a covenant of works. Whereas if we preach 
duties, and leave them as figns, before being in Chri 
they are fo, but here to preach any duty of t 
is part of the fweet will of Chrift. Tella 
what we fhould do. What can aman do 
« all things through Chriftaid 
come to act it. @Yea; but b i 
: i Many faid they had communion with 
John 4. It feems, they faid ‘‘ they had 
a n,” as now fome fay, God fees no fin in juftifi- 
ed people, God looks to the new creature only, it is 
“not I but fin: if the Spirit help not, it is not my fault. 
Not many days fince it did lie upon the fpirit of one, 
who feeing Chrift has undertaken all, clofed with him, | 
rejoiced in him, not for this end, not from the beauty 
they faw in holineis, nor bitternefs of finfulnefs, but 
becaufe they fhould be eafed of the work. I have 
known them that have lived in fome fin, and promifed 
the Lord fhall be bleffed if he fave them in their fin 5 
and conceiting he would have loved him ; thus thefe. 
Ina word, the foul of man defires reft and peace, feeks 
for it in creatures, feeks to fatisfy itfelf there, there 
it cannot ; hence feeks for it (as many dying men do) 
in Chrift, not in the grace, but in the joy of Chrift ; 
not in Chrift’s holy prefence, but in his comforting | 
_ prefence ; feeking the utmoft perfection of a chriftian - 
in the feal of the Spirit, not in the mighty actings of 
the Spirit for God. Hence he is deluded, and fancies 
he hasChrift,and hence joy- Sin isthe great evil, hence 
Z 


the 
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_ the end of Chrift’s coming is to take it away. _ Hence 


& 4 if a man clofe with Chrift, to remove horror, not fin, 


: . and fo has not clofed with him for his holinefs, i 


Meo: for his, but only for your. own endsy and fo it is 
ot him, but his, 2 Cor. ii. 15. The gofpel is 
favour to them that perifh,” if of death to death. 
sonfider of thefe things if it be not thus, 1 John v. 
2. Haft thou the Son for thy portion? Doft thou 
s glory full of grace to accept and fandtify thee, - 

alt lite: if not the Son, but only fomething from 
th and not life! The bonds of death (not 
a thee, aa no creature can unloofe 
unlefs the Lord to,.th gravels and unloofe. 
thee. : 


titi bie 

Uf 5. Of Exhort. To: clofe with fib (cali the: 
Lord Jefus: you will think this is not a right courfe 
thus todo. Wecannotaloit. Anf Yet the gofpel 
has commands and entreaties wherewith Chrift’s Spi- 
rit goes to the elect; and if you could fee Chrift in 
the miniftry of man, you fhould feel it; and hence 
we look it fhould be ae And befides, faints that have. 
faith and power, are quickened by the voice of the Sm 
of God. Confider therefore, 

1. All men are fallen into a bottomlefs, gulf “f mi- 
fery and fin, though once righteous. Hence God’s 
truth having faid, ‘‘ He that ‘fins hall die :’? _Hence- 
juftice comes out to do execution, and when the neck 
of all men thus lies on the block, yet mercy. pities, 
and faith, O fpare, fave! Satisfy me, faith juftice, 
then I will : Hence mercy fends forth a Son, when 
no men nor angels could REP» and he takes flefh, 

takes 
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takés all their fin, fulfils all righteoufnefs, bears their % 
forrows, and by “ one offering perfeéts for ever them, 
‘6 that are fanctified ;”” and having done this, is now _ 
at the right hand of God in the glory of his Father, 
all creatures fubje& to him, all excellencies bei ie 
met together in him: fo that now he is the delight of 
God; 'the joy of heaven ; fo that whatfoever tho 
cant want, or lofeft, if thou hadft him thou f 
find it in him : and alfo whatever he can do for 
‘in his time thou fhalt receive it from him, Deut. 
XXxiiil. 26, 29, “ Who is like the God of Jefur an.” 
‘2, Now there is a univerfal offer to all people 
where the gospel comes 3 enemies Me atteatst 
to be reconciled; for_ s not died for 
k uch is his excellency, 
all: Hence commands all to re- 
this be a condemning fin to reject 
~ him, then a command lies upon you to receive 
him, and the foundation of this offer is your wants 
and miferies. You are dead, O come to him there- 
fore for life: weak, guilty, blind, O therefore come 
to him for pardon, peace and life. Not fulnefs, no- 
thing but emptinefs is the ground of this offer, Jer. 
as fe ' 
_ 3. Hence there is nothing on God’s part, nor yet. 
on your part that can keep you from him. No fins, no 
wants, unlefs it be your will, Mat. xxii. 37. There- 
fore now whoever will fhall have him, let him take 
him, Rev. xxii. 17. There be two acts of the will, 
election and refolution, I muft have him, which if you 
will, nothing that ever thou didft or canft do can 
pleafe the Father fo much: fo that he will, 1. Adopt 
thee to be his fon, Johni. 12. Ase contra. 2. Thou 
fhalt enrich thyfelf with a greater blefling than if hea- 
yen, and earth, and all glory was put into thy hand, 
as the Lord himfelf is better than all ; and hence once 
thine, ever thine, none fhall pull thee out of his we 
i 2 2 ECL 
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2 Ret, a. 5. And. it) thall rejoice the heart of Chrift 
. himfelf in heaven, when as his bride.thou giveft to. 
him thy. good will, Ifa...|xii. 5. And af youdo\not | 
kifs the Son he will be angry, Pfalm ii, And ‘God: 
ows whether now the Jatt word, she dat offer is to 
mare to thee. . nats i 
Objedt.. 2-, But I find fick fins i in mey that till eo 
¢gonel dare not. 
Anf. Then you will Grit remove rae ead adten: re- 
re Chrilt : firft be your own faviours, and then’ 
ae another: you fhall never do it.. O clofe: 
¢. take fin away, becaufe fick: therefore re- 


rar OATE2 tel TOM 


ON ill, my heart i ig endeared 


p. te 

a will, (put it. into. ore hand. as 
fpoufe-like) and to take away that. te 
fhalt have him; ‘* 1am my beloved’s, he 
For the Father looks to the, law, ea ie aha 
thou believe, thou {halt be feds now lie\ander'the 
Spirit, and you are where you fhould, be ;(refift;here,) 
you, refift the Holy Ghoft. .O.but fin is-dear} Cons) 
fider, J. What good, did. it, ever do» thee.» 2i Has: 
Chrift' fhed his Hiaee or No, - if not, O the. wrath of. 
God is to come; if he has, O wilt, thou: offer this: 
wrong, to his blood, that a luft fhall be. dearer. thani its 
thy bloody knives Neate than the life, and.death,. ‘and 
mercy ofa Son: O therefore if any foul has. dnydutt, 
dear, I befeech you by all the bitter forrews of Shaky 
not to ‘sass fo great falvation, 

Objet. 3. But mutt I receive Chrift wich my: own. 
firength 2, 

Anf. No, you. cannot, nor ought apts) ‘hae if the 
Lord puts ftrength in.thee, put it forth. Many fol- 
lowed. Chrift for loayes, but none.that ever-came to 
him for himfelf that ever he put away, Pfalm Ixxxi. 
11, 12, 13. * I fhewed much love, but they would 

“none 
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‘* none of me; O that they had hearkened.” At this 
inftant’ God may give thee a heart. Fei 
‘Objecti°4. But'T fhall never get my fins removed 
that I feel, which I think cannot ftand with’grace. 
_ 0 Anf-God’s promife and reafon is crofs to thy fears} 
if a fon, all things alfo though many years henc« 
Rom. viii. 32. If not by receiving is it by reject 


thee fay, either I do not believe, or the Lord in 
no good to me: you have had no ftrength, b 


’ No, Doft thou think if 
fins, and in the midft of all 
: giv ift, fhall he not be honour- 
ed: by this? Yes, who can ever have fuch caufe to love 
him’as 1? Shall not thy recéiving of him by faith hon- 
ourhim?Yes, Rom.iv. 20. Cantt thou difhonour him 
- fomuchas'by rejeGting him ? When he has laid down 
hislife, fhewed his love, offers himfelf; now to reject 
him) it is to’ offer greateft contempt to him and his. 
love that’ can be : hence can you honour him fo much 
as ‘by'this ? Do never fo much without him, he is un- 
fatisfied :’do this, he is well-pleafed. Nay after all 
thy «fins, yet he faith, “ Return to me” Nay, no- 
‘thing: élfe'is fuch a means to honour him, by doing 
forihim. °If'fo, grant thou art vile, unworthy, poor, 
yet for the honour of the Lord Jefus do it, who is but 
little honoured in the world, and ftand out no longer: 
thus receive him, and then know it you are fons, and 
rejoice in’ it,’ and do it now while the Spirit is upon - 
‘thee, and’ remember now not to change, Jer. 1. fr. 
As women, Ol would not change; fee how happy 
isi thy joys: But’ Lord, who ‘has’ believed’ our re- 
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 Queft. How may the foul come to clofe with the perfon 
Céad: Apes) “egw taet 


of the Lord Fefus? rt) eto hs ee S08 he 
_ Anf. 1. Before any man clofe, #. e. fee and fay he 


doth clofe with the Lord as his own, he muft feel a 


“Want of the Lord and his prefence, not only of his 
mforting, but-of his holy prefence ; for fome people 
there. be that never felt a want of Chrift at all, they 
are great and grievous finners, but they truft to Chriit, 
though he kill them, yet they will trait to him: 
rs are in mifery, aad they feel a want of redemp- 
nd hence clofe with Chrift for that, Pfalm Ixxvii. 
hers are in horror, and know not what to do, 
and they feel a want of the comforts of Chrift, and 
hence clofe with.Chrif at,and iftheyfindit,they 
- depart from Chrift by Ic ite. defpair 
of heart, as Saul, 1 Sam. xx o 
<< not by Urim,” &c.» Others fee ‘ 
righteoulnels from Chrift, the having o 
ports. and fuftains them without Chriit, till 
prodigal, when all is fpent, then they think of br 
at home, and the want of which makes them to have 
lefs efteem of, and defire after Chrift, but they are 
full of objections againft the thoughts oficlofing with | 
him, but; hence. they clofe with Chritt for that. «O= 
thers there. are that feel a want of the Lord himfelf, 
and hence clofe with him for himfelf';: fo that let:a 
man have all bleflings in the world, the purity of or- 
dinances, never fo many elapfes, and droppings of 
divine light, and life and comfort in thefe ordinances, 
that he wonders the Lord fhould be fo good to him, 
yet he fhall find (if right) his foul fecretly unquiet and 
unfatisfied till he has the Lord himfelf. «As the favour 
of meat makes a man that wants it, ery the more af- 
ter it, long the more for it ; fo the favour and fweet 
of all creatures, all ordinances, all duties, do not ftay 
but fur up the foul to feek Chrift, when he is himfelf, 
Jer. 1. 4. “¢ They fhall feek the Lord weeping,” 
Hence firft they felt a want of him.. *¢ The full foul 
loaths 
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“* loaths the honey-comb.” Let the Lord be never 
fo {weet, let him do them never fo much good, the 
more good he doth them, the lefs they regard ‘him, 
Jer. ii. 6. ‘ They faid not, where is the Lord??? _ 
Therefore that foul that truly clofeth with the Lord, — 
muft firft feel a want of the Lord, and fay thefe ord 
namces are not bread, thefe creatures are not breat 
all thefe parts, gifts, duties are not bread, bran, 
bread. All this favour, this fweetnefs it is not br 
Hence I perifh for want of bread, I have creat 
ordinances, affeClions, comforts, dtties, but Or 


: d began to be weary of their 
1. xxxil. xv.’ ‘¢ [f thou goeft not with 
/ mot up’ hence,” i. ¢. Let us rather die 
than live withont thee. Mary, when Chrift was cru- 
cified, the carcafe of the Lord was gone, fhe fat there 
weeping!; Ocmuch more for the Lord himfelf. It is 

obferved ‘by fome: for the ‘faddeft fpectacle, to fee a 
defert town :0O' what is it to fee a defert heart, where 
no Chrift inhabits ? Or a city, and no inhabitants. 
And-hence it is Rome’s curfe, to be made “an habitati- 
<< on of devils ;’? fo here. What is hell, but this,'to 
fee not: Abraham, but to fee Chrift afar off? and thy- 
felf fhut out. ‘It may be it is no forrow now, but it 
will be. Itis a fad thing to fee aman ‘* rife up early, 
“< go to bed late,’ eat the bread of carefulnefs,’”? and 
yet gain nothing, Phil. i. 21. ‘This is very fad. Chrift 
is our gain, all the creatures you have, means you ufe, 
duties you do, comforts you receive, they are not gain, 
nay, the more God does for thee, the more thou lof- 
eft; if no Chrift, becaufe now thou art full by this 
means, Ov therefore get'a heart fenfible of the want 
ofthe Lord. Think there is a Chrift, whofe glory is 


the 


py for 


not. eB! 


nothing difc 
him}. Pee 
2. To the right clofing with his ] 
required, to tafte the, bitternels c ’ 
evil: Elfe a man will never clofe with 
: é f ae Emcor ar 8 2ee SE 
holinefs in him, and from him as the 


not 


| 
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Jae hare ?'© fin is the evil, “and theniit | 


‘Bat 


‘ely, fome think unpardonably 
d fo fin more geainft himi Let a- 
ew me how he can-clofe with Chri, 
fin’: 1 will’ bechis bond-man,sthat.can 
ich’ Chrift as my hufband, and yet Llove 
~ Let’any man livin ¢ clofe with Chrift, 
n, or hide his fin, or Jet ‘it be hid, 


th Chrift fhall harden himein hisdin, 
II'die without Chrift in hiscins, agit sis 
writ, Od Ix. 2A.” AS it was with Joab, whodled 
‘to the horns of the altar, fo itis with many men, ‘they 
fin, ind confefs and fin under all laws 7 why?) They dly 
to Chrift, and this imboldens them, hardens them 5 
why? Becaufe they never tafted the bitternefs.of-fin. 
know a man’s fin may be crucified before itis mor- 
tified, asit may be buried after it is'dead. 1: Othere- 
fore I befeech you look to this, you fail not heres: Ma- 
ny of you are troubled, O take heed ofibeimg com- 
forted until you get the Lord to do this for you, or 
unlefs you depend upon the Lord for this in-his time. 
‘Some apply comiort when they fee no‘geod: I dare 
Aa not 
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not to myfelf or others: O therefore imagine thow 
qidft hear the Lord fpeaking, why doft thou perfecute 
me? why is a man fo grieved at any thing that crof- 


q fs himfelf? becaufe 2 man loves himfelf, becaufe he 
- ‘thinks his good lies there moft : O fee thy good more 


hrift than in thyfelf, Ads ix. 4. O me, mein 
om all good is, O to perfecute-him! "Two men 
., and one isin horror, and the other‘not; O itis 


+ Pins £ 


hfe ‘God fets it’on ¢fo Here. "S50 Dae .fsy 
Make the Lord Jefus prefent with you, ‘and fee 
before you, and fee him willing to give 
ou, even to thee in particular. Thofe 
inemartiage, feparate themfelves 

alo: yether, and give _ 
th eo] or 


themfelves ‘one an 
all the world, and fet the Lore 
David, Pfalm xvi. 8. and fo ele 


For two things keep from Chritt py, 

Firft, They care not for him, | le caufe is, they 

make him not prefent, only have a. notion and ré- 
ort of him. stpemandy "Sesa 


Secondly, They dare not clofe with him, becaufe 
they fear he is not willing to clofe with them, with 
others, not with me; fo that all the feriptures they 
read, all the promifes they hear are very fweet, but 
they look on them as fpoken to others. Hence, Aéts 
ii. 39. ‘* For the promife:is made to you, and*to 
«¢ them afar off ;” be thou never fo far off, if thou — 
receiveft him, he will receive thee, Luke ji. 14. 
“ Good will to men :’’ O fee this good-will in the 
Lord to have thee receive him, though thou haft no 
money, nay, becaufe dead and vile, nay, becaufe not 
fenfible, Rev. iii. 17, 18. O wonderful! becaufe 
fenfelefs of mifery, therefore clofe with him. \1.-Ts 
it not his command it fhould be fof 2. Is it not a 
fin to reject him? will he not be angry with thee to 
reject him? 3. Are not his conditions eafy, fo as he 
has undertaken to do all that which thou fayeft thou 

canft 
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canit not? Whywilt not? 1. O if I were a child, 3 
fon, in covenant, J would, but. becaufe otherwife, 


\ 


hence I-dare not.,; 4n/. John i. 12. Receive him, 


hewill make, thee afon. 2. O but my wants are ma- Ee 


ny. | Avf, Receive him, he will make thee rich, Hay 
IWioty 2932 -O butt find my heart endeared to creas — 
tures: Anf..1 John v. 4. “ This is the victory that — 
¢¢ oyercometh the world, even your faith.” 4 oO 
but I fhall fall back. Aaj. No, Jer. iii. 22. “* 
“turn, and he will heal thy backfliding.”’ 
but I fhall never be able to do any thing... Anf. 
clofe with him, and thou fhalt. 6. O but I 
vile before,the Lord.after alll do. <An/. 
Vv. 25,265 27. He fhall makesthee ami 
_ceive him, fet th 
he bears 


that the Lord of 
and bear good 


e thee, 


ib : 
h thee, 


st j 


love wit 
| leper, and that canft do nothing. for 
him, and t forall this, .O this will draw thee. 
Pfalm-xxxvi. 6, 7. ‘‘ O how great is thy loving kind- 
<¢ nefs 5”? this makes a heart of fteel to yield, Jer. 
“xxxh-a, 253. O- this, will.cut you in hell, O. hard 
Hearts that defpifed fuch grace os 
--d» If the ferious thoughts of this do not draw thee, 
at lealt not fo fully ; -dock up to-the Lord to reveal 
‘pimfelf unto thee to be thine. For as no man can 
take Chrift until God gives him, fo no. man can fay - 
he-is his, aantil the Lord fhews him that. he is his. 
And as the creature cannot refit, but take when the 
Lord gives: fo it cannot ‘but fee the Lord when, he 
reveals himfelf as indeed he is. And look. to fee 
him to be yours by fome promile ; for there is.a fee- 
ing Chrift mine is great fulgor without the light of a 
promife, and fpirit in it. Is Chrift yours? Yes, I 
fee it. How? by any word or promife? No, this 
isa-delufion.. The other 1s by promife, and that o- 
pened in the gofpel, Eph. 4. 13, 14: He faith not in 
ef Aa 2 whom 


I 188 ON THE) PARABLE OF THE 


whom after ye were fealed you believed, but ‘etontha. 
And how believed : ? by. hearing the gofpel... Hettce 

ints.return to this, | ‘Palm di. 8.5“ dhet ‘me-hear the 
voice,” 4 Petwiie 1, 2,5°3. And this is thatewhich 
has knit tie hearts of . “fainits to Chrift, epee ph Oo 
thou haftthe words of life:??) For) therelis a voice 
love tothe faints engravenin all mercies, in all’ af- 
; Hons, in all God’s Jeadings of them, though it!be 
h wildernefs; but beloved, only the W ordican tell 
the meaning of thefe ones ofilove., ‘So there’is » 
fof Ghriit) revealed according toa promife,: not 
d. love. fpoken in mercies, but the: Word in- 
and clears them: to be no delufions ;| I 
; his is judged to bea good 
th of ape Pas 


ait be judge DOW ety 
So whether does Gad’y ty ‘ 
seer ? Itis a great contr encia 
«word to.fee God’s love by; but eMepoh fete 

sche fee it, without, this Word shall judge ‘you.': O-look 
therefore for the Lord. bya word to dosit, -and fay, 

“© Speak Lord;”? and if by word, look not for it with- 

outa work oii your own. heart. Some) vehriftian’s 

have refted with a work without Chrift; which. is a- 
bominable.; but after a man is in Chrilt not to judge 

by the work, is firft not to judge froma word. |For 

: though there is a word which may give.aiman depen- 
dance on Chrilt, without feeling any work, nay, 

when he feels none, as abfolute promifes, yet no word 

giving aflurance, but that whichis madeto fome work; 

“* He that believeth, or is poor in fpirit,’? &c. till 

that work is feen, has no aflurance from that promife. 

Vell him God has promifed to pour ‘* clean: water,”’ 
Ezek. xxxvi. . Yes, for fome,not forme. Secondly, 
it is not to judge by the Spirit, for the apoftle makes 
the earneft of the Spiritto be the feal; now eafneft is 
part of the money bale for, the beginning of 


heaven 
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heaven, of thie — and life of it :’’ He that fees ni 
“the! Lord'as'his: by’ that, “fees no God his at all: 
“itheréfore'do not look foria Spirit without’ a wordt 
“ yevealy(nor a word to joke without feeing and i 
C ing offome work firft; “I'thank the Lord I do’ 
» pity thofe that think cothiek wile if atheep of Chi 
“Olwander not: Objec?. But’ Pohave waited’ long 
othis.co nf: True, therefore more» need to wait 
“it may be now it is not far off. Object. O but i 1 
be he will not, if] knew'that I could be quiet. 
Down: proud heart, O" take héed of that pride 
‘mot worthy never to hear a voice from G 
‘ Jent then, and humble, and now hea 
aval ke he fpeaks in a fhilbee 


teygjee Wppeagyte! ¥ 
Abst Op 4 ‘Tt 


yaw Birks We we want, hd: where wilt rae to 5 find 
“Gs but there?» any creatures, and all the excellencies 
of them are*there, and ‘in time of trouble he will be 
‘infteadof all, and difetwlae alles F001 8 
» csSecondly,;Doft want grace to honour a God? it jis 
“in: him the falnefs of it. Doft want God and his'love? 
sthow haft him, and’ now all his love, his care, his 
sowifdomig thine.’ O wonder at thy lot and portion, 
cand fayjo Lord: Thave paeeicee Thus ce of the 
mh allie 993 
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“Shing ae True Baieodes do with hope expect the Ie 
foase are 00 cond. coming of Chr ift. 

: Tow they go forth by Hope and Defre of him 

>’ cand his contng. 


Obferv. 2° 
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» Obferv. 2. That the church and people of God, af- 
er they are truly efpoufed to Chrift, and madein any 
neafure ready for Chrift, they now are-no more of 
is world, but look out of it, and verily expect the. 
ond. coming, and glorious appearing of Chrift. 
jt is true, they look for his coming and company — 
the laft period of their life, but this they look upon 
Fas their welcome in the way, until the Jaft trum: > 
{hall blow, and that they fhall meet the Lord, in 
clouds coming in the air, 1 Thef.iv. 18. which — 
é laft and chief time of coming they look out for. 
five wife virgins did here verily look tor him 5 
feemingly did fo foo : ‘That look asit 
rft coms Chrift, alltheir thoughts - 
ere aftettlie day, and time, _ 


ad the neare 


his coming was, the mor 
Hence fuch flocking to John’s 
meon waited long for the .‘* contolatie ry 
So the efpoufed and beloved of the Lord look out for 
his coming now. He has left them as orphans: in) 
this world, he has divers of his ele&t yet to bring 
home, and enemies to put uhder his: feet, and: then: 
they know he will.come, and this day they look for ;. 
as Chrift expects it, Heb. x. 13. By the fame: Spi. 
rit. they look for it. 7 age Gd oan 
This is that which Chrift fo oft prefles on his dif: 
ciples, forefeeing the flumbers of the world to be ever © 
watching for his fecond coming, and hence thefe alone 
are accounted bleffed, Luke xil. 37, 38. That let 
Chrift come at any watch, O bleffed.. The duration - 
of the world from the firft.to the fecond coming, is 
but as it were a night divided into. feveral watches; « 
the. faints are the watchmen of the world, who you » 
know look for day-light, though it be long, itis buto. 
a night; it will be morning: All the reft are like birds 
at their chaff. And hence he tells them the reafon of ; 
i xe) i Tene the: 


Hg bon age 
the uncertainty of his'coming, makes this the end of 
it.’ They are evangelical commands with which there 
goes a power. ‘ Look through all the primitive church 
in the golden age, they had all this ftamp, 1 Cor., 
yoos Waiting.’1 Thef. i. 10. To wait for Chr 
‘‘ from heaven.” Nay, Heb. ix. 28. He profef 
thofe only may know the fruit of his firft coming, t 
HGwGlook for tide) OAR ea Oe EE 


+ é 


“Reason ts -Becaus 
fuch a day, 2 Pet. iii. 3 
“come fcoffers, 


E they really for 


wn dung, and never look 
ee it really, and hence look for 
ve on land, and love the fmoke of their 
‘never look out to other coafts and 
aftrange land ; but feamen that are 
yage nd have a pilot with them that 
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ter Chrift nor his coming, but they that have a pilot, 
a Spirit to fhew them, this day, this coaft, and are. 
bound for another world, they look out for this; they 
feedt'two ways; im Sate od ol 

‘1y By the eye of faith in the promife, 2 Pet. iil. 
13. And this makes the foul fee it, when all things 
feem tobe againtt it, and hence expects it ; for that 
is the difference between faith and hope: Faith clofes 
with Ghrift, andallthe glory of Chritt, inthepromifes as : 
prefent, hope hence fteps forth and lays hold upon the 
performance itfelf as abfent. Faith entertains the 
promife as a faithful meflenger, and fees that this melf- 
fage is true. Hope runs out of doors and leaves it 
with*faith, and looks for the Lord himfelf, Heb. 
Mita 


a. By 
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all 
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2, By, the light of glory. in the thing itfelf ; for) 


aints do not only fee things in letters and fyllables, 
and words, but fee things as they are in themfelves, 
Bhe wicked fee the word, fin, and Chrift, and heaven 
nd in feeing fee not) but not the things themfelves.. 
yw the glorious coming of Chrift being a thing to: 
ne, yet to be done, how do they fee it but by re- 
? Yes, they have the Spirit of glory, which Spi-. 
‘ fhews them things to come,” on XVI. 13. 
hich eye hath not feen.”?. That look as their head 
ft fees this day as it fhall be, and his apprehenfions 
ot falféy but as he conceives of this day, fo fhall it 
sby the,fame Spirit fee it before it comes 
e p it be very dark- 
od isn ot OV | 


by the. fame 


clouded, they dee it moree 
great plague of the wicked, 
and in hell they fee how they ha 
this isthe happinefsof faints, that thon 2y feet 


* 


darkly, yet they fee things truly, pirit creating. 
glorious impreflions on the mind of things as they are. 
They know things that the eye fees not, as they are. 
That look as Abraham, John.vili. 56. ‘* faw Chritt’s 
“ day, and was glad,” though afar off; fo the faints 
by the fame Spirit. Now, why, did Noah make his 
ark, and look for a flood? Becaufe he faw it really. 
Did not others? No, it is faid, “* They knew not,” 
Mat. xxiv. 38, 39. Never knew ‘tli the flood came :’” 
‘The Lord made it not knowns, Noah did, the other 
did not. Hence the faints cannot but look.for it. _ 
Reafon 2. Becaufe they fee nothing elfe in this 
world wortk looking after, no, not for the prefent. 
For if a‘ man fees the day of the Lord, yet has 
fome prey in his eye, in this world, and his game 
| before him, he will follow his hunting to catch his 
| venifon, though “he comes too late for the blefiing.. 
But the Lord makes his people to fee nothing m the 
world worth the hawking or catching. 
> es re Ele 


ee ae ee 
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nee They fee the glory of another day, another world, 
and this puts out the glory of this, and hence makes 
| them look for ‘that; and hence when Chrift would 
comfort his difciples, he promifes nothing here, b 
tells them, ** In my Father’s houfe are many mar 

ons. go to prepare a place, and I will come 
- you again,” John xiv. 1, 2, 3. And hence t 
feeing this to be enough, look for this. iy 
2. They fee an end of all thefe things, of all 
glory of them, and that thefe fummer fwallows 
take their wings, and fly away in greateft ex 
ties. Hence they look to eternal things, F 
and his coming, 2 Cor. iv. 18. “ We, 
*¢ temporal things.” peat 
a. this *w« fometimes tward comforts, 
rk formance of fpiritual pro- 
d thus “‘hedgeth their way 
nm tl “ think of their firft 
as it was with Abraham, Heb. 
y ftrangers when their way is un- 
able, ever and anon look for their home: 
Abraham was heir of the world, yet he fojourns as 
a ftranger in it, in tents, “ becaufe he looks for a 
“city,” ver. 10. So here, faints are the heirs of 
all creatures, yet the Lord makes them ftrangers_ 
here, and hence they look for fomething elfe. _ ‘The 
things God has promifed to his people are very great, 
but not accomplithed. Why? Becaufe full accom-. 
plifhment is left till the laft day, that hope may wait, 
and that we may live by faith. God has promifed: 
to “take away all tears;” O welcome that day! 
This world cannot do it, and the Lord here will not, 
1 Cor. xv. 19. “ If our hope were only here, we 
< were moft miferable.’’ | nie 
 Reafon 3. Becaufe they fee and are fenfible of their 
deliverance from wrath to come: There has been 
much wrath in the world feen, but yet the’ great 


wrath is to come ; what that is, they fee; what their 
Bb | efcape 


a 
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{cape from it is, they fee. Hence they look for 
hrift, when he {hall appear like the rifing fun, and 
ke a bridegroom from his-chamber to comfort them, 
1 Thefl. i. to. For the devils look for this day, 
ami natural men, but feeing wrath, wih themfelves — 
jer rocks and mountains, and feek:to {mother it :. 
faints feeing themfelves delivered, hence calmly 
for it. ‘Lhe fenfe.of this love makes them fay, 
hen will he come, that I may “ fee him with 
efe eyes!’ They fear not (for why fhould they) 
rror of this day. : | 
~ Becaufe the Lord has given unto them 
its of glory, and of that day of glory, 
een Know the firft- . 
ge, hence theys 


3} 


i ) 


fruits were p 
gave thanks fo 
Exod. xxiii. Rom: viii 2 
“ fruits of the Spirit, wait for tt 
as it is with the wicked, that hay 
counted his blood a common thin - de 
to God’s Spirit, there remains *nothin but a fear- 
‘ful looking for of vengeance,” fo here e contra. 
Rom. Vv. 1, 2, 3,4, 5. °° Being juftified’ by faiths?” - 
now, 1..‘* Peace with:God.” ~~ 2.°Accefs by Chritt: 
to God. 3. Standing in that grace. 4. Shedding — 
of love, hence not only hope, but ‘* glory in hope of 
‘the glory of God.” There is none efpoufed to 
Chrift, but tafte this love, feel the warmth of his fel= 
lowfhip, feel the abundance of his love, but it is*but 
in a little meafure, in the firft-fruits, hence they look 
for and expect the reft at his coming. They are” 
fometimes full of fears, what if fhut out at laft? But 
when they feel the Grft-fruits of glory at that day, now . 
they verily look for his coming. Chrift died, we 
know, but it was not poflible for him to be held Jong, 
and hence rofe again, and then looked for glory, 
and then was taken up to glory: So here; the faints 
le dead in the grave of fins and fears, but it is not 

: poflible 


aa 


% . 


- «4 SEEN -VIRGINS. ag 


poflible for them ever to be -held-here ; hence whe 
“ sifen-with-Chrift,” they look upon things above,’ 
and are waiting for glory, and at laf are taken to gla 
ry with himfelf. Look as Jacob, Gen. xlix. 18 faid 
“ My-foul waiteth for.thy falvation ;” when the {tak 
and pins of this flefhly tabernacle are loofing, fo; 
Lord is loofing him from the excellency of this wor 
though he minds other things, yet. he recals himg 
“< My foul waiteth for thy falvation, O Lord.” 


SE OT UL 
Ufe is TENCE let all flefh talk 


there is fuch a timg, andgd ox 
fus. ~ Dhis wag 


mm the dead at -Chrift’s coming, 
vain,” ge. exepéectation of -him 
Men think. it eafy to be- 
nd a fecond coming of Chrift 
an jh erly flight work is quickly 
ly faith is quickly wrought. But 


arguments to convince and perfuade, methinks there 
ds none like this, viz. Vat there be a generation of 3 
“men in the world, that verily look for this day and 
fee it, and have the firfh-fruits and beginnings of oe 
already:in their fouls, A number of people tnat 
once never minded it, heard of it, but looked not for 
it, now.to fee it; fiefh and blood. could not, Satan 
would not reveal it, hence God that cannot lie, has 
rath i 5 My: Cieegeb: 2 {hewn 
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{hewn it unto them, fo as they are in a manner eye- Fi 
witneffes of it, men will believe eye-witnefles of any 
hing, ‘elpecially if many. Such are the efpoufed of 
the Lord in all ages. ‘¢ The things which we have 
heard and feen we fpéak.”” « — a 
4 Object. But may they not be deceived, and conceit that 

which is not? — 
Anf. True; but divine febeldion af any truth, 
cannot deceive; for that is no fancy of the head, 
delufion of Satan. Now this is a fecret the Spi- 
makes known. 

nithat it fills the tind and feeds the heart with 
at ries unto.God with wonderment of blef- 

over he f2 cies cannot feed, 

hey chufe mife-_ 


all a man’s Taf i in them. 
but he might be deceived. No, - 
«* ed,”’ kept clofe to God, ané@ it | came 5 

3. This light whereby they fee, is not only {weet 
and glorious, and crofs to heart and lufts, but it is 
fudden, as with Paul, when going to perfecute, ‘ fud- 
“e denly there fell a great light,”” and fo he faw Chrift. 
So when a man goes on in his fin, and fuddenly the 
Lord reveals this and that by a word (elfe it is a de- 
ceit) which all angels could not do before, fo as to 
fee it, and that none can reveal it as he fees it, efpe- 
cially to bring this light out of darknefs, this muft be 
miraculous power, and no dream. But what do I 
{peak of feeing ? they feel the beginnings of i it in the 
firlt-fruits of it. 

For two great things fhall be at that day. 

lirft, Then all the eleét fhall have their fill of love. 
__ Secondly, ‘Triumph in Chrift when in the clouds 
with him, Have they not the firft here? Rom. v.° 5. 
‘The feeling of which love cannot be a fancy, for it 
cannot | conceive of it nor hold it. - This is an infinite 


love, 
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love, and that in the midft of the fence of finand| 
death. That many times they are even fain to fay, Fe 

Lord hold. 2. Triumph, Rom. v. 3. and that in Ro 
afflictions, which make them by experience fo to feel s 
God in part, that they triumph for time to come. It 
jis true, at times they look down the tower, and fo 
tremble, but while they look up-here, then they t 
umph, having accefs to the grace wherein they fta 
{o then look for it, there fhall be fuch a day, and fi 
a coming of Chrift, Rev.1..7. | The Father has 
alted the Son to ineffable glory. But, Lord! 
fees him as thefe, in his glory, or to come fi 

of his glory ? It is but ks) Bes 


iL fii 4 

we, and faith ; 
dy knives that 
nds his Spirit like his hand 
you not kick. his bowels, 
is hands and feet daily? And 
, no tears! But he comes, and 
fhall fee him, .&c. Confider of 


it, therefore, you th oubt:of this, you that think — 


not of this, and | 1 nce live and lie in your lufts, and 
defpife him, Behold he comes! . 


eerie @ okN 


Ne. 
Ufe 2- HENCE behold the happinefs of all them 
that be efpoufed to the Lord Jefus, in that their hopes 
are laid up in another world, at the day of the com- 
ing of the Lord Jefus, 1 Cor. xv. 19: “If we had - 
wef hope only in this life, we were of all men moit mi- 
“< ferable.”? Becaufe none {o foolifh; or fo fenfible of 
mifery as they, but our hopes ftretch to another life, 
to the fecond coming of the Lord Jefus Chrift. Sup- 
pofe a man, had all the crowns of the world caft at 
his feet, but at laft to be dragged before the judgment- 
feat of. -Chrift, and there to ftand quaking, what 
fhould, he be, the better? What, though faints ae 
7 ie 
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all the miferies in this world, but at Jaft. ‘‘ with thefe 
“¢ eyes they fall fee the Lord,” and ftand triumph. 
4ing before him, and have a real fight and certain ex+ 
pettation of this. What people in the world fo great — 
s thefe? ae, ae xe, ee 
Quelt. What do they wait and expedt for 2 ea 
Anf. Great things, which may aftonifh the whole 
_efeation. | 4 i. 
. They look for him “ to. change their vile bo- 
‘Mies,’ that this their hufband, at the marriage- 
fhould take away thefe rags, “‘ and make them. 
unto his glorious -body,”’ brighter than 
o that burn them, cut them to pieces, they 
es bot teence holds fword and foul 


and make them li nto. 1 
fouls perfeCtly his own image, 
feel now, they look they <* tha 


ver forrow more. , a ofa 
4. They look he fhould take away all fhame from 
them. For no people in the world is laden with more _ 
calumnies and reproaches by the wickedand by hypo-— 
crites, and hard {peeches from the godly, and they 
doubt whether they be fons or no. Now then the 
whole world thall fee they are fons, and fhall ftand, 
amazed at them, and fhall not doubt of it, nor.them- . 
felves ; for the Lord fhall proclaim it, and they fhall 
hear, 


‘ 
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iear, thefe are my jewels. And this they look for, 
piene mor 2 8 a : 

. They then look for recompence to all their “ la~ = 
Hour of love” to him and his. Hence 1 Cor. x¥. 
58. “ Knowing your labour is not in vain in the Lord.’ 


s 


Hence the apoftle oft defers men for that recompene 
ill now. ‘“‘ The Lord fhew mercy to the houfe o 
Onefephorus in that day,” 2 ‘Tim. i. 18. So tha 
fome hereticks have thought fouls fleep till thé 
‘They may pray and no anfwer, feek to do good, a 
do none. © but the Lord will recompence th 
bundantly. Aan: 
6. ‘Fhey look then to “ be ever with th 

Thef. iv. 17. Neyertode"partec 
e without hija under 
(19 


ym 
; Tory, and never fee the depth 
he Lord to ferve them, Luke xii. 
hatever they call for, and all 
ge oufands fhall at this time be ery- 
7 drop of water, and cannot get it. Now all 
this they look for, and more too: Which is, 1. Cer- 
tain. For “ hope maketh not afhamed.” 2. Which 
fills their hearts with glory, and unfpeakable glory 
too: for it makes it fo clear and certain, that they » 
have it all already; for though abfent, hope makes it 
as prefent, Rom. vill. 24. He doth not fay we fhall 
be, but “ we are faved by hope.” Faith takes hold 
on the beginning, hope on the end. O the heavy 
wrath of God upon a world of poor blind, ignorant 
men that have no hope, no hope of Chrift, no hope’ 
of glory, unlefs a flattering, dead hope. Whata fad 
thing is it to think of a number of men that are buri- 
ed in the world, and never to awaken until they fee 
Chri in the clouds of heaven coming to be reveng- 
ed’ on’ them: O methinks I fee them falling down 
before the judgment-feat, and crying out, O ses 
me : age ne DA 
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had known of this'day! O» alas that Lhad. hope baie 
‘not fuch an hope, but am now deceived. O it is o- 
therwife. with faints, they fhall find what they hoped 
or, and infinitély more: ‘What hurt can any'do them ? 
et all the ‘world come againtt them, their hufband 
will come, ‘and will kiek-them under his feet. Let 
em load them with reproaches, fill their-hearts with — 
rrows, and their: ‘eyes with: tears; theirsLord’s com- 
} will-comfort theme<‘Let°Satan'tenmpt, and a Fa-. 
hide his face, behold: the: Lordvcometh, . that 
eli iver and redeém them! O fee their-bleflednefs, 

it draw you'tomake up thematchawith Chrift, 
t|-Hevh has béent wooing} of “you, 
1dPOummooing- of him again, Lord » 
om! wayeane 
uy fe hised 


“to himatid tak im aitly, 
"babe ‘thou doft can? be fo ‘pleafin 
now you may® look’ and believer 
‘fhall to’ your comfort feel.:* Andw 
“moft wretched creatures untilt 
t Upbufe. ie to himfele, O aad ainit & TQi d0 H dor 
a1 isHe falgsver. sd Hed ‘gna * 
fir Ech rr \yaldaasd | aregnerl 
Men equi sisadr ‘Rom dool ysd3 
Bee 3: 2 OF Baia. Or hence learn what:to judge 
of thofe’that never look ‘for the coming and ‘company 
‘of thé Lord Jefus : Itis with them as it.was withthe 
*Ifraclites, when’ Mofes was gone: into the moufit;:and 
“ftayed there long, the’ people ‘made their“calfjaand 
‘went to their feafting and rejoicing?) Sonthe ‘Lord 
Jefus being gone for the Spirit of life, and to prepare 
a place of glory, it being now long finwe, they:make 
idols of their jewels, anid wf ithéin own excellenciés, 
and of whatfoever is gloriousiin their eyessim=this 
world. ° Or as Chrift compares “the: fecure. world, 
“As it was in the days of Noah, fo fhallit-bes*>.or 
as in'the-days of Lot, when they never) knews nor 
| looked 


= 


~*~ 
bir i 
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looked for it, though told of it, fo it is nae , 
Do you think thefe are efpoufed to Chrift, or made: 
» ready for Chriit, whofe glorious appearing is neve a 
“er feldom, or the leaft thing in their thoughts, and 
* ate far from feeing and fetting it before their eyes Aa 
- Now, becaufe if you afk men, Do you look for 
- fuch a time to fee the world confumed, and the Lord 
- revealed, and your glory with him? Every one Wa” 
fay Yes, becaufe indeed they have a dead hopes. 
fhall therefore give difcoveries of it. ae 
Sign 1. Thofe whofe hearts prize (though thei 
heads do not) and whofe eyes are dazzled with the 
withering glory of this world. When men | 
(not for a fit, for iftes adifci on 
beauty of the : 
here, and put 


t 1 they ought not. For. 
; the Son of glory has rifen, and: 

looks ory which fhall be revealed ; looks 
up ites world as ftrangers do upon their ina, 
: ellers do on their tents, make a fhift to 
e, but O home. O “ that, glory 
<é that fhall be revealed,” Heb. xi. 13. They were 


ri which is not, and’ 
hem which th 


of them (for they have Chrift?s mind) 1 Cor. i 15. 
which ftand for cyphers: in the Lord’s book: Nay, 
they look upon the very miferies of this world for 
Chrift, greater treafures than the happinefs of it, and 
hence chufe it and account their fears their, crown, 
their fhame their glory, their loffes their gain, their 
forrows their joys, as Heb. xi. 25, 26. Mofes chofe 


_ And why? “ He had an eye to, the recompence 0 
“reward,” and faw the God invifible. And 2 Cor. 
iv.17.tt It works an exceeding weight of glory.’’. 
Look as it is with a man that is born to great hopes 
of a. crown and kingdom, and therefore brought up 
er ears C hot 
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i 
er ie 


he conntry, but i in the court 5 alas a poor: man , 


fies never fo fait, T Late : greater ddan’ all the youd 
ake me, I muft not have, if f love Chrift, and 
ot have, if he loves me, both; and hence leaks 
O en, and peace and glory then, Col. iii. 
is, clear, ‘Hem..thou Taig upon the’ 
a e2 D to. have fuch 


much ‘ground paled i in, 
oxen fit'to labour, fo 
yi ar, “and fuch parts, and g 
rAine, to live before the 

a (to comfort me) of God : 
a‘goddly” thing, the iia at and wa 
heart, y | ee | : 
"W. \1f You do not feel pangs in Parting a ths aie 
a bofoi- blefling fo dear, you. are not. dead: ye yet to ir 
nor rifen to a lively hope of better. things : S bas, 

“2. He that does not prize ‘the evils of t ay: . 
more than the good in it, his eyes are disoea wae 
it? If the life’ of the world be not death to thee, te. 
comfort of ‘the world forrow to. thee, - Ojthey draw. 
thy heart from God ; hence called lyin ‘vanities.”” 
Look as it, is with a king or matter that g ives talents. 
to fe, they caft them by, and fith. We themfelves,,. 
they look’, not for the coming, of their matters : : So 
the Lord gives you his ordinances, and word, to: ufe 
for him, and’ you fcramble for yourlelves, to entich,- 
and honour, and comfort yourfe ves, you look not for 
thie Lord, ° , Fattors: that ge 2 as for, Weal h,. the ey: will- 
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ahi jome ftone and rubbith, which. they know 
not i -in their own country, hence, other. things. 
; ri are” ‘of more. price he {pends his. time for.;, fo 
here. "What" do you do, you that eat the br 
: carefulnefs, fell’ y your . commodities, dear, ¢ and fe 
buyers on tainter-hooks ? T | ook to be rich. 
: id ave parts, a and profef 
is 


rene 


fie 
oO ati 


eir oe’ are ‘up, and, 
by fome fin OF, eeping: 
w they have. 
Bi This alone comforts them and fills them, John. 
xiv 1, 2, 3. Sd th they wonder at God, though. 
they have never {0 little here, to have thefe. ‘bleffings. i 
now, and everlafting glory, endlefs compaflions and 
mercy at that vole John xvi. 22. : 
. This joy is glorious joy, higheft comfort, “Rom. - 
v. 3. We’ sey in hope of the glory, of God.” 
Diigraceds. But then honoured ; ‘hated of men, ‘but, 
then oved of Chriit 5. poor, but then entiched ; mi- ; 
feral MM but: ‘then bleffed ; empty, but then nied: fae oo 
therlefs, ‘friendlefs, but then: glorified. O { tell you, , 
miferies thus confidered; are fweet ! Can it be other. 
wife ? Now you fay you ‘hope and look for'this day. 
Where is: your comfort, ‘of it? Where is yout, glory. 
in it® AGS i i, I GS ey “compared with Luke x KXLY. $20, 
So ‘thou ‘wilt be in the temple, nay, ih the fields, ré- 
C.c 2 joicing 


... ON THE PARABLE-OF THE a 
joicing and blefling the Lord, that ever/he fhouldin-» » = 
d:to fet:thee at his right-hand, -at' that great day 
his coming. ...No..man. but has, fomething to joy om 
heart, It_is, ‘\,corn, and. wine,-and) oil,” ‘andyow 
‘ the light of God’s.countenance’? at this day) 2:11) 
a fign. they.never look for... Do.the world re-» 4 
in their hopes, and not faints? .. <4. des 46% 
a, 3. They that content. themfelves with any ~~ 
eof holinefs and.grace; they look not for 
’s, coming .and.company.;. For faints that.do» 
r him, though they have not that holinefs and) 
y.would would have, -yet.they. reft:not fatise - 
neafure, tebohn iis3. -¢ He that hath. -- 
rh >| Mpure.’’ . Chriftisn: 
3 ‘oy eby- puttin S yeier 


: AMCIELS 5 Hip IAL 
Henge. fain & ent not. themfel 
fings, till made glorious, and {fo fit for fell vith 
that, fpoufe.., And when, theeul feesith love to-be | 
a fon, and then to be proclaimed heir, Q-thismakes > 
them, fet, Chrift himfelf, asthe. pattern. te: walk by.) 
Now.therefore,, : vilanod to abstr bas vtoviih bre: Blon 
1..,When, men fhall think this ways bad;i-and-a-.). 
nother way,of fome, faints) is. good, and take,a-copy efbsl 
his jcourfe, from them, and now is well, this only is». 
to he pure as, man 1s PURGE od-ot Boon’ oot sts nem Paley 
2, When: a man. leaves not till. he-getsfuch a meat * 
fure of faith and grace, and. now whenjhé,has got:this, 
contents himfelf .with. this as.a,good fign.he thall be |. 
faved: he looks notsfar,Ghrikt. :Oy. sign ablivy thoy RS 
3. When. men. are, heavily loaden with fin, then 
clofe with, Chrift, and then are comfotted, fealed,/and.. 
have. joy that fills them,, and now the work:is done». 
and. they are paft, grace, and pat repentanée, and dai. 
ly cleanfing, now they ftudy not what to-dofor Chri; 
that, neither, family, nor, church.where.they, live;;are- 
the better for thems, doin ot wte liogl add ack fsdtos 
4+; When men. fhall not,content themfelves with a-; 


Ry 


/ 


( : Bech. 


on 


y 


nit is’ fo 'much'as will — 
word; where is the man that 
mourn How far fhort*he falls of Chrift, of | 
Chrift’s prayers) Ghrift’s-fpeeches, Chrift’s meecktiefs,”” * 
but- only patches abd ‘his*¢omforts with fome-ends of * 
gold and filver, and fhreds of honefty : He hath heard ° 
others teach and préach,’and gets fome threds of kriow, 
ledge, thence tie ‘fees what others’are, ‘and do,” and" 
gets’ fomewhat to "be like'thém, ‘have we’ ‘not'cried 
out, men are too good to be better in our own land? 
Andeunlefs'a'fewunder affli@tion or temptation, who 
is? I (pray: God fueh a race’ come not over hither, — 
where God looks you fhould get a higher pitch; put” 
off your wildernefs-fhoes, get thofe fins removed that 
provoked ‘God there; or elfe befides the mifery of a . 
heatt:brand upon thee, thou doft not look for C rhe . 
and thefefore ‘art either not éfpoufed, of'afleep ; and — 
fhalts lif not “by the! word, ‘by the'terrotof God be 
dreadfully awakenedi © New: England, Now-England © < 
that ‘artondw°making’a ‘eonquelt’of'the'world, and 
feekeft for the fpoil of it to enrich thyfelf, to recover 
thy-loflesy andotherefore iiakelt ‘a truce with thy dif- 

resi al ; ‘ tempers 


. 


rt en Lord 


in 
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‘tempers for a time, and dof not purge thyfelf as. 
’ Chrift is pure, I dare not yet tell thee what Chrift Je- 
fus has to fay unto thee! Therefore think of this, that: 
o not, he hall come in a time when thou lookeft 
pot for him: And haft not fo much grace as the five’ 
_ foolifh virgins had? “This is the frame of men and 


cS ae 


company: with: / 
pELUS 4: that: is ‘patti GO 
accel 


> 


purge nee oF 
7 itis 
A pets 

auld. vein 


ds 25vPobe iW ston -smod Your sad ee VE 
fen As. O You efpoufed and-beloved of the Lord,” 


and, given,himfelf to thee, and given thee 'a heart. to 
give content to him, and thyfelf to! him-in liew of his’ 
Jove, life and all, if it might do-him anysgood? \O: 
are, you born to:fo great hopes, and.are they not worth: 
the looking after? God, forbid. Do this therefore: 
efpecially in thefe fivercafess 0 Lastvodis 46/11 1231 
1. In.cafe of ftrangenefs felt-between thy foul and 
Chrift: Jt may be thou thinkefty O he that has faved, 
preferved me, called me, when I never looked:after 
_ him, redeemed me, when a captive, ‘every moment 
pardons me, a daily friend unto me; that/has given’ 
me ordinances, given me the comfort of them: But 
O yet to be.a ftranger to-_him, this cuts: O look now 
. for 
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) 
pee 


O oa for sty for it fhalk be fe 

| 2. In cafe God’s promifes are not made good to: 
thee. For ‘at that inftant a man believes he gives 
Chrift and all things, all grace; all confolation,: al 
glory, but it is in the promife, “becatife he would hav 
them live by faith a while here, as by fenfe in. heaven 
and being wrapt up in the promife, they feel it 
only plead with God : Haft not faid, Lord, th 
fubdue iniquities, purge ME. a6 oldiis‘tr 
then do I. go chi ud : Y 


's promife 
the perfe. reftitution ofalht: . . 

CO iment of all promifes is re- 
ime; \/ifa. xxv. 9. ‘Thou prayeft for 
t they come not; Chrift referves the 
8 idayane What a comfort is this ? 

eet fpeech was it of Jofhua, Jofh. xxiii. r4v 
thing: ‘hath not’ failed, ”” when he hadcon-” 
Shetaed the: lanid.bo So then’ when the conquelt’ is 
made, to feeallthe promifes: made good to'thee © °° 

3. Im cafe-of God’s abfence or withdrawing, of’ ° 
when thou! feeleft'but little of his’ prefence? here inl? 
his previdences or ih his ordinances, private, public,” 
and that in New-England too.’ Thou haft fodnd one’ 
Half-hour’s tine with the Lord, alone; fwetter and’ ; 
better than a thoufand worlds.’ O but this holds not! > 
‘Fhou mayett, it may be, wait on the Lord’ in his of- 
diftances; :and go away with afad hearty O F cantor” 
fee-himj and can{t not find: out'the caufe whiy fo Hess! 
Vy: cand. vile; and fo:loatheft thyfelf, O now ‘think of 
this.day, Gor: xv. sa8v Then God! thalk bee alpin’: 
“alhy? then thow a the og fill sd ahah and HP 


of God. 
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“eds in cale of forrow for the uproar of the world 
againft God and Chrift, and the’ wrongs done to” 
-) Chrift and his people ; to fee Chritt crucified, and 
crying, fpare my lite ; and faying, “if you feek me, 
«Jet 'thefe little ones depart 5” “yet they are abufed, 
and every one againft Chrift, as this day the world is 
coming to the laft fit of madnefs againft the Lord of. 
ory. O now remember, and look for this day, 1 Cor. 
oc. “ He mult reign.” Lord what a comfort. 
lit be to fee Chrift king then? Men come to fee 
king here, but O what ‘will it'be when he fhall 
imfelf, to fee all fecrets open, and the Lord 
Nin himfelf and people, of all creatures ? Look 

idafeplot of God brought 
ur day, that is our 


? ¥ 


to perfectio 
victory! ame 
5. When you come to di 
thy carcafe to rot in the duft 
and look upon this day ! * They t ive 


. Why.do I die? John v. 28, 29. “ They fhall then 
“come out of their graves,” &c. Thus look for 
this. Ot: sunhe Peate AN ee 

Motive 1. All creatures look for this in a manner, 
Rom. viii. 22, 23. Nay, Chrift and faints*in heaven 
look for this day, Heb. x. 13. « From thenee ex- 
“6 pecting till his eneimies,’’ &c. | Nay, devils look. for 
it, but tremble: Only a fecure world locked: afleep 
to their eternal wo, look not for it. ¢30! «sea 

2. This will help you to ride all ftorms, bear all 
knocks chearfully. Our hope is our helmet, our 
hope is our anchor, Heb. vi. 19.°Eph. vie oz You 

- will meet with them here, it may be, before you die. 

3. The Lord has called you out of this world, he 
might have left you in it, and given you your'hope, 
your portion here, and then wo to thee; but he ha: 
called thee to this hope, that if princes of the worlc 
knew, they would lay down, nay, caft their crowns a! 

| yest a eee thy 


* 
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is thy-feet for it,and fay, O that I were. in that man’s 3S 
exalted Ephids a 8.0% Hope of. his calling.” ae 
foe 4hHope: and: expectation, c of all othe ‘thing: “fhall) 
oofail, if God loves thee, he will make you. cnow whe 
.lit'isto-forfake your portion, If not, ‘they fhall fa 
2 “youwhen you die, this fal not 5 ; ats Fe: « makes, not @ 
foe fhamed.”” | 
26) 5.. Methinks, this-is: the glory « fs a : Sittian 
drabans this back upon the world, and lives and Wi 
sofor the coming of the. Lord. ; 2 
Hart 6s Os bai all give. | Chrift’s Se 


ie al nisl hall 
ghd whbtg 


‘th: ee 0 of Pays rs tac sift ay ot vd 
so) Quel I bat means are, there to sel ath lash al him? 
— Anf. 1. Get fome promife that thou mayelt, be- 
crsliosenkent old iecthins,| elfe thou, wilt never look for 
os him jorafiyou.do, you will be deceived ;.for “ hope. 
_228*iscofithings not feen.”’ 3 NOW conimonly siliti'yhe 
“Word brings any man. to ‘his hopes, having” “given ‘tim 
cod romiso) and. faith to believe if, the Lord” in. the 
mid-way feems to crofs his promife, Mv rhen. the Lord 
Ls prothifesrlifé, glory, peace, honour, joy,,! “fulnefs, Hea- 
swoveng:they fhall then, and, never fo much Hefor®, feel 
50 $ret set tr puble, fot CR hell For the nie 


enti 
b fac 
1s cbt shits f ind furengtby 

‘will expect contraries out of ei A Gaie Sati. 5. 
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_ * J will come again to you;” compared with Heb. 
', xi. 18, 19. So that foul that has a promife may fay, 

_ when he confiders God’s power, atid what glory he 
ives to God by believing.it, God has faid he will. 
_ Gomfort me, he will.cleanfe me, he will give me glo- 

_ ry! I will have all thefe out of my forrow, my fin, 

my hell. . aS aa ‘ 

+) Take heed, therefore, of two extremes. 

Wirt, OF hoping without a promife, for that is but 
h {cared out of its wits, whenit comes to be exa- 
ed; 1 hope fo, and I have had joy and perfuafion 


and fully then, and fay, “ Lo 
‘Shave waited for him??? When- 


“*-ed-as one that mocked to them.’? Paul, 2 Cor. . 
v. bo, 1f. “ knew the terror of the Lord,’? hence 
looked for him, fought to approve himfelf unto him. 
Menthat fear not parting with Chrift, will never look 
nor care for him. And let itbe a ftrong fear, elfe 
wee 2C 
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it will never carry you above your cares and furfeit. 
ings of the world.. ra : | 
- Queft. How fhall I fear thus ? 


_Anf, Unlefs the Lord put it into your heart, none 
can; for the fecurity of the world is not fleepy, but 
deadly: Men are bound up as ftrong as with chains 
of death; that till they feel the mifery, they cannot 
fear it ftrongly. --O look up to the Lord to uncham — 
thofe chains of death. . ay — 
_ 2, Know the happinefs of them that fhall ever 
with Chrift, what is the fweetnefs of Chrift’s k 
and worth of it. Imagine the laft day come, ané 
the dead raifed, Chrift with flaming fire, allyl 
ed on the let hand, ang 7 a 
‘* part ye curfed§” all the e tight hand, 

id then,O.come! ; \ is difpatched, then 

shen. gone, there to be for- 
in the prefence of God, 
vat it will be to be far off from 
Ch to be pitied more. O he 
that: was | y, no heart then to pity, no hand 
to. help! 1 can but only paint this fire. O' that the 
Lord would help you here, that fo you might look 
out for him. Sailors fleep in calms, and fo it may be» 
have many here in this place of reft. Others of you 
take heed, 1 will tell you your bar, It may be moft 
eftates are brought low and funk ; when you fee that, 
now you either look back, or look for Lot’s accom- 
modations, and fuch an eftate as is loft, it may be 
you will {py fome hope of it, and then follow the game, 
and never look out till you die. The Lord keep you 
from it! You then will not look up for Chrift’s com- 
ing at the laft day, or in his ordinances here: If thou 
dott fo, had it not been better thou hadft been buried 
in the fea, or left in forrow on the fhore? O'take heed 
therefore, look for the coming and company of Chritt, 
and let this be enough, and becaufe you, cannot look 
for him in the clouds now, O look and wait for him 

Dd 2. in 


a 


el 
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; Dy. 


in his: ordinances ; and confider if efpoufed ones, look 
» for his coming then, and for perfect knowledge of 
. him, and communion | ‘with him; on think; Lord 

; what ‘a heart have ¥ that look’ not! for’ him here! 
But, Lord, “ who will believe our report?o06 9 
a 'Thas they went out by-hope and expectation. of his 
oming : Now the fecond thing follows, — went 
th swith! longing cares after aE oath Liu 093 


CHAP, XL SECT, 1 


8 glievers ds ong and de of ehire ate the Appearance 


ana ug of Chrife. 


ought not only to look, but long f 
of, and their everlafting communion 
Chrift Jefus.. For the confummatio 
riage with him, that though he be ‘gone; our “hearts” 
‘may’ be with him, before our fouls be, or beforeiour — 
fouls and bodies bes ; that though we may. diejoand 
lie down in the duft, our defires may: live and lie in 
heaven, and cry, “ come Lord.” Now-do'not think 
this'point true, and’ fo far good if we could reach it, 
“put ‘this is’ a high pitch: for *you mutt: Jong for it. 
‘God ‘forbid’ ‘a’ chriftian efpoufed to “Chrifty thould 
plead that work too much, which hypocrites, “the 
“*five foolifh virgins’? in their kind:attained ‘1002 See 
“prefidents for this'in all'ages; Abraham, and thofe 
in his time, who was’ ** father of the faithful,’ Heb. 
xiv 15, 16. ‘A better country,” where they might 
have fellowfhip with the Lord, and ‘ hence -God is 
“not afhaineds?&cy ‘As if che Lord were afhamed 
~ofvall them ’to'be his people, that profefs themfelves 
fo, but defire not this?’ In Chrift’s: time, Simeon, 
“Luke ii. 29. with xxv. Where he waited ‘for the. 
* cons 


Wig > ; 
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“ confolation, of Irael,” &c. to, enjoy more: of him. | 
‘In the apoftle’s time, it is alfo that which they all’ . 


felt, 2 Cor. v. 2. “In this.we groan earneftly,”” &c./ 


But, you will fay, it may be this was becaufe of mife- a 


ries, and want of ordinances, | &c. Therefore fees 
the laft age of the church, when the new Jerufaler 
was built, and when peace, and when Chrift’s face.we 
feen in his houfe, yet. then the ‘¢ Spirit and the br 
“fay come,” Rev. xxii. 17. ‘They are the 
breathings of John and the Spirit in him. “¢ 
_« Jefus come quickly.” But Cant. vill. 14. the ch 
there entreats her beloved to “ fly away to the m 
© tains of fpices,’’ that fhe might enjoy him 
this world. sca\ oe sieae aif Ss gall 


bound, to love 
+ to love his looks when, he 


they, are | 


ove his appearing.’’, Now, can 
‘of him and his appearing, and not 
»fo;much as any defire after him and. after it? Cer- 
» tainly.there.is no love, or if there be any, it lies lan- 
-guifhing : For anfwerable to our love to any thing, 
“is.our defire, what we love only we defire only ; what 
« we love not at all or but little, we defire not.at all-or 
_ but little ;,fo here. Now therefore to queftion, May 
_-@ chriftian defire it? is to gueftion whether a chrifti- 
tan: ought,to love the Lord Jefus or no.,,.We are 
_-bound not:to love earth, hence bound to love Chrift 
and his fellowfhip im heaven. « Let him be Ana- 
« thema?? that doth not fo. fivetiak ovad 
> rodReafon 2. Becaufe the Lord Jefus longs for them, 
John xvil. 24. throughout which chapter he prays as 
jfin heaven already. “¢ Hence | am no more in this 
_.“ world,and wheredam, let taem. be alfo.’’ He was 
on 


— i > 


ath ON THE PARABLE Of THE 

on earth, but looks on himfelf as in heaven. That 
_ as it was with the high prieft, he carries the names of 
_ ithe twelve tribes on his heart, ‘* befet with precious 
_ § ftones,” very dear to-him, ‘* into the holy of ho- 

“lies,” fo Chrifts Not that he fees any beauty in 
m of their own, why he fhould defire them, but 
caufe he freely loves them, and dearly loves them, | 
_as being given him of the Father, and as having coft. 
lim dear ; and hence if he loves them, he longs for 
: Now, if he longs for them, ought not they 
more tolong for him? Pfal. xxvii. 8. ‘* Thou. 
, feek my face, thy face, Lord, will I feek.’” 
éwlongs for thee now in glory, when one. 


woul his thoughitseand heart fhould be fwal... 
lowed up v fhall not "We léng for him here _ 
in the valley of myrtle-trees, i y0n he dung - 


2. He longs for thee when | ; 
make him defire thee, he has all that 
defire, being the very bofom-delight of Ge elf, i 
Rey. xxii. penult. He did but fay heeeoule come, 
and John defires, O come. ‘But doth he long for. 
thee ? Now not to long for him. If this love be not 
worth longing for, truly it is worth nothing. = _- 

Reafon 3. Becaufe this is our laft and ultimate end 
that we are made for, chofen for, bought for, called. 
for, fealed for, that at laft we might be with the Lord, 
and be made perfe& in one, 2 Cor. v. 5. °S* Heithatis, 
*¢ has made us for this is God,”? &c. For the whole 
‘Trinity enjoying infinite fweet fellowfhip with him. 
felf, hence defire it might be communicated, in Chrift 
it is fo, and now the laft end is attained. Now if 
this be our laft end, ought we nox to defire it? Then 
we ought not to defire to be bleffed, nor to defire 
the Lord may be glorified. Way, you know that 
whatever we make our la‘t end, it will fwallow up alk 
our defires after any other thing. ‘This is the center. 
and reft, and journey’s end of our tired weary {pirits. 

And 


+f 
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And the truth is, when we make it our laft end, we 
cannot but defire it. . 


173 


pee 


ee SE CT OL hag. 
- Objea. BUT ought not a man to defire to lig 
here in this world as David and Hezekiah did. M 


not one fininthisdefire? = 

Anf. 1. \t is true, ‘ precious in the fight of 
“¢ Lord is the death of his faints,”’ not-only in r 
that they are as precious to him when they com 
die, as while they live, as gold when it is mel 
as precious to the goldfmith, as when whole; 
may be more too, ife 
0 becaufe he 


2 
D 


e better ; but 
y their lives. 


ars, and 
let go their liv 
upon every flight occafion to de- 
nd lofs of their lives to be with the 
ON are two cafes God’s. own people may de- 
fire ' ove hence, where though there be fome 
fire I confefs, yet there is more {moke than fire, more _ 
fin than grace. 

1. In cafe they meet with much unkindnefs from, 
and many forrows in the world, and behold the fins 
of it. Thus it was with Elias, 1 Kings xix. 4. Who, 
when Jezebel threatened his life, fled, and would needs 
fet fail prefently and be gone ; fo it is with God’s peo- 
ple, when they fee enemies without, the univerfal rot 
of profeffion, that they think they are almoft left a- 
lone ; when God hath begun to do good by them, as . 
by Elijah, but they think their beft days are paft, there 
is all they fhall do, and God himfelf it may be meeting 
them with fore croffes in this world ; now prefently 
they grow weary of their lives, and defire to die, which 
is nothing elfe but a pang of difcontent, truly God 


will not {uffer it, nor you ought not to defire it to die 
away 


La 


7 i 
leh, SE ee eee 


. cages aie of “ee 
os , , ‘ . <9 


‘ naught, and it is but a weeds ‘and t a be rie up, 
that grows out of fuch a root as a difcontented heart 
rcrofles.° I confefs God ufes forrows.as means to _ 
noke us out of our hive, and we may ufe them for 
at end, but not only or chiefly them, nor from a 
Dang or moody fit of difcontent. | 
“2. In cafe they defire death, and not no fa; 
ley be Tipe for death. Hufbandmen defire their corn 
jbut it is Joy to defire it before it be ripe, and, 
the one confefs | it is the commendation 
fey good, but if ripe be- 
r OL aseh ee to be pe | 


to defire it. nF 
ueft. Now when is this? 
Anf. 1. While the Lord hides 
full affurance of his love, in this cafe 


defire to be gone as. yet, and this i is one rere why 
David and Hezekiah defired’ life, not death as yet, 
God had broken their bones, and his arrows were yet 
in their hearts ; now a man is to defire he may flay a 
little while longer, that he may “ fing the fong of 
‘‘ the Lamb,’? and tell the world ‘ what the Lord 
“hath done for him,” and that he may not fet.in a 
cloud and die in horror. Mariners long to be on fhore, 
but before they come there, they would not venture 
in a mift, but fee land firft, fo fhould we defire to 
fee the Lord in the land of the living. Nay, though 
the Lord gives his people a promife, which ftays their 
hearts and is a twig to keep them from finking, nay 
when he gives them fome joy, yet ftilt God has pro- 
mifed to reveal more of himfelf and his Chrift in the 

‘ promife, eon him but darkly now: Now, they 
ought not to. defire but wait, as in Simeon’s cafe, 
Snow let thy fervant depart in peace,” having long 
“* waited 
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we waited for the confolation of frael.’”” Children that 
vue De “up, before it is day. mutt be whipt, a rod is moft 
or ‘them, fta ay till itis day. 
ee Tea bile their work remains Weenthed: and tk 
Lord has got little or no glory from them, though thé 
may have. clear evidence of the Lord’s Hove : °Cht { 
himfelf. defired it not till now, John xvii. 5. If. th 
‘couldft {cale heaven before thy work was done, a 
Lord would fend thee down from thence again, 2 
did the foul of Lazarus,. and truly to do the wor 
Chrift one moment here, i is better than to have a thc 
fand_ years. felicity in heaven, nakedly confid 
ittelf, An, as much | as the honour. of Chrift a tl 


> 
{pent again{t them, much 
ood to 1, Many tears to be fhed for 
hem, for pr Pade is paft in heaven. It may be 
me fri ds ye to be nverted, thou haft been a fcan- 
them, it it may b e as yet few have been, or can 
, they be feet bet ‘or better for thee ; that work 
ret to Be, “ It’ may be God has foie fécrets to 

‘re eal by. thee. before thou dieft, fay therefore a'while, 
: ork is ‘done ; ; it ig true, thou. haft but 
ent, but little thou haft or canft do; yet God 
“looks you thould improve it whilft he is gone. A 
: man that will needs to bed. at noon-day, before night 
comes, what. deferves he but a cudgel? So he that 
will die before his night comes, and while it is light 
to fee and work by. When therefore you apprehend 
your work even done, then as not only Chrift, but 
Paul, not only. Paul, but God’s watchful fevWanits ‘have 
fecret warnings of death. And as mariners when they 
can fee no land, yet by their foundings can tell they 
are near land or fands, then you may defire it, for 
then you, are ripe, but it 18 fin-to do it otherwife. 
hepa Ec “And 
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And verily happy is that man that accounts not his © 
- jife dear, but only the finifhing of his courfe with 
joy. To conclude all, we are to defire our fellowfhip 
with Chrift, as a man defires his laft end, which defire 
doth not exclude but include defire after all the means ~ 
firft, before the end. Now many things are to be 
done by God upon us, and by us for the Lord again, 
before we appear before Chrift, which we may defire 
firflly for this our laft end. 


SE CT... "1V. 


Ups. HENCE we fee the vilenefs of the great, 
nfecret fin of the whole world, which may 


yet hidden f 
be in part alfo ins deareft.faints, viz. in their 
er the fweet of 


hungry luftings and. rd 
the things of this world. You fhall 
amends his life, reforms his cou 
righteoufnefs, no man’s tongue can te 
confcience cannot bear witnefs againit ] 
lives in any unlawful courfe ; and I believe it is f 
and may be and will be fo. Shall I tell you therefore 
what hurts them? They are inordinate luftings after 
lawful things in themfelves, and thefe they ferve, 
Tit. iii, 3. Partly they grieve them if they do not 
faticfy and ferve them, partly becaufe they pay them 
with pleafures and delights if they do. Hence ‘ fer- 
“¢ ving lufts and pleafures’’ too, thefe like tops of 
‘mountains are feen, now when floods of wickednefs 
begin to abate, thefe will continue while the life lafts. 

I intend not to fhew you at large, but according to 
my text the vilenefs of them. : 

t. They eat out all defire after the Lord Jefus and his 
fellowfhip, that he cannot long for the Lord Jefus. 
For a man can lay out no more than he has, now 
when his defires are lavifhed and let out to other 
things, how can he lay out any on Chrift ? And thus 
the Lord of glory comes to bear moft horrible con- 
tempt, that he is not worth defiring in fuch a man’s 

books 


is fo, 


TEN. VIRGINS. 


books. Thus it was with them, Luke xiv. 18. ‘S E= ~ a 
<6 very one refufed.” ‘Why? Becaufe of their oxen, aS 
and wives, and farms, lawful things, but they lufted | 
too much after thefe. | When a harlot feeks to fatisfy 
her lufts, fhe cares not how far her hufband be o 
never defires his coming home; fo here: Many a © 
complains he cannot defire the Lord Jefus, whic 
confefs is in mercy to fome. But where is the ca 
of it? O they are running in another channel, ¢ 
fpent on other things: What a heavy curfe is 
Some never think of death once in a moon 
lefs long for Chrit, defire not his fellowfh 
‘much lefs there. And why ? Becaufe of th 
that eat outall, ee 


jour heart is di- 
gs now, and pre- 
ng for him againft you come to die.; 
make you lofe his {weet fellowfhip. For 
; are precious things, and it is a pity 
any. fe fhould have them, they are all little enough 
for Chri, and Chrift is worth defiring and longing 
for, and. he ftands upon it, and will make them know 
that have him, that all is too little for him, and they 
“fhall give him all before he give himfelf to their com- 
‘fort. Hence. deny him thefe, and never think to have 
—himfelf, and his fellowfhip, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25, 26. “ft 

< ig good for me to draw nigh;” How? By defiring, 
not earth nor heaven, but him. Hence he faith, 
‘& Thou deftroyeft all them that go a-whoring from 


a Suppofe thou fhouldf have him at laft, yet he 
will never defire thee, nevet take any delight in thee, 
until that you come to get your affections unloofed 
: here, Pfal.xlv. 10,11. Doft thou not find a ftrangenefs 
between Chrift and thy foul? Doth he not hide his 
face? Doth he not foon depart from thee, though he 
appears fometimes to thee? Doth he not let thee lie 


like a broom behind the door, and doth little by thee 
) 7 Ee 2 either 


\ 
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_peavy thing? Why fayeft thou, doth the Lord deal 
_ thus with me? O thy heart is yet after thy father’s 
~houfe, if thou didft forget it, then he would “ take 
“<pleafure in thy “beauty.” What pleafure can 
rth give thee, when then the Lord takes no pleas © 
Bein théegiO “nad? 2 POLES SETS rot 
Ulyjec?. But may not a man defire thefe things? If 
may, how far? kc He Le 
anf. 1. A man may lawfully defire them, provyid- 
his defires are not fwallowed up in them, but run 
hithem to Chrift himfelf. For it is not ludt 
to defire a creature, or any pleafure in it ; 
fire it for an. or pleafure’s fake: For 
Thus it was with the 
Apres 


to. Chritty that he 
What is this to fellowthi _f hus fara man. 
may -defire and rejoice in them, and it is afin to\day 
otherwifel:’ Nehem. ix. 35. A’man may | € content; 
to have a {pring run through his stound to the fea, to 


} 


be fwallowed up there, but to fwelle and rife and g-,. 


F 
Ds ee 


éither within or without? And is not this. afad and 


verilow his ground and houfe, that is not fafe; he may, 4; 


be drowned fo :’So men come to be drowned in their. 1, 
lufts,thatrlet ‘them fwell within doors. : 


Hs \Acman may defire them, if he doth not fpend . | 


more defire upon them than they be worth. Aman 
mayidefire them for a good end as he thinks, but then. 
he lays out too much upon them. A man may {pend 
too much in’ his ina, when he takes it up only asa 
way to histhome, 


1, They are perifhing things, therefore let them 


have perifhing defires, < The world pafleth away.?? 5, 


‘Theyvare: patiengerg by us, that flay to reft with us 
for altime,(let theny have paflengers welcome, 


2. The 


: STEN VERGING. Oo. oaht ae 
au) . They are. not neceflary things, let them have © 
therette indifferent defires: | muft have Chrift, and 
nh his’ Spirit, &c. not thefe things:, They are to’ 

ight not in the firft, but in. the econ place. 
Therefore fay’ firft Chrift, now let me have Chrift: 
Men! fay now thefe things, then Chrift. I 
now the Lord Jefus, whether ever you have then 
no. . 

iit. Now all fuperfluity of evil séfres are.to bie er 
cizéd, Gal. v.24. “¢ They that are in Chrift, r 
oe tdtified, ** &c, Chrift was not a dead, but 
crucified Chrift before ; fo no faint living, but | 


ta: Pieliaocs of your fies by Ps 
rit? s crofs. _O the wrongs they 
ead i Son of God! And do this with vio-’’ 
leniee; sues to thé crofs, he that looks to ’ 
Chrift wit 4 eae Heater to kill his lufts, hall never | 
fin Hig? OC 

id Ra NSKIAY and longing for their death, »by 
holding ‘them there. Unilefs the blood of Chritt “flay 
thefe} I-will never haye any death for them. | For all 
the reafon in the world will never killa luft, no more 
than all the ‘reafon will perfwade the ftomach not to 
hunger. | ‘The belly hath no, ears, | 

This | you are to moderate your defires after a 
things : ‘Which I fpeak of, 

. Bippy’ Becaufe it is a wildernels of fin, Phal. CxVi. 
14,15. | Which it may be you feel brings leannefs on 
your foul. And, 

Secondly, ipeeaute it is ‘the fin of carats and. peace as? 
which God hath given us, which will. grow up and 
choké the word, that all ordinances and truths will 


in time be faplefs, favourlefs things unto us. ee 
birdlys 
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. Thirdly, Becaufe 1 have had ftrong fears lately 


_ of fome unexpected trials among us, and I fhould — 


be glad if it might not be, if the freedom from 
oo might make us better, elfe I fay let them come. 
a ut, ; F, 4 6 hes g : 
-— Fourthly, Becaufe it is a rare thing among us to fee 
fuch burning lamps as look and long for Chrift’s com- 
‘ing, which when I confider, though there be other 
~ eaufes, yet one great one is this, O the heart is gone 
away by violent lufts after*thefe things here! O 


.: 


etefore take heed of them! And therefore confi- 


der, Tebiieriee slaw): 
1. You is fellowthip,, if in- 
deed you long. for ‘him hn..iy. to.. That is his 
love, you are not fo defirous, but he is a thoufand 
times more. Thou mayeft defire thefé things, and if 


here. 

2. If thou haft them, and doft defire them, and 
God gives them, and thou letteft Chrift go, thou hadft 
better a thoufand times be without them, Pfal. 

_ xxviii. 30, 31. ‘¢ The meat ‘was in their mouths, 
‘¢ and the wrath of God came upon them.” — If the 
Lord gives thee Chrift, happy forever ; if thefe things 
when thou doft fo defire them, O woe forever ! 

3. The fellowthip of the Lord Jefus thou fhalt never 
lofe. Death fhall not part thee from that, nothing 
fhall rob thee of that; but look after and long for 
thefe things, they will perifh and dieaway. ‘ All 
“¢ flefh is grafs, the word of the Lord,” and the Lord 
himfelf much more ‘‘ endureth forever.” 

4. Why doft thou defire thefe things? For fome fweet 
in them. Why is not all that in the prefence of the 
Lord Jefus, and enjoying him? * It pleafeth the Fa- 

| Ae Rhet 
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ther that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell,” fo that . 
thou fhalt drink as out of a pure fountain all that is” 
there. If there be any fweetnefs here, he gave it, it 
is much more eminently in himfelf, Exod. xxiv. 11. 
“They faw the God of Ifrael,, and eat and drank.!? 
Had they meat up with them? O no. » But the feat 3 
of him was meat and drink and all unto them. As. 
therefore you defire Chrift’s fellowfhip, O long no 
more after thefe things here! . 
_ Ufe 2. Hence fee death is not to be feared, but de- 
fired of all faints. It was an odd fpeech of a heath 
é It is ill to defire death, and worfe to fear it ;’ he 
not becaufe of any good in it, but becaufe we muft 


‘his fell 


is fe owthip, 1 . Quickly, as Chrift was caught up, ~ 
othe foul by Chrift to himfelf. 2. Immediately 5 


for the next thing we fhall fee is Chrift himfelf, our 
hufband himfelf, and then fee the kingdom, and then 
wonder at the Lord. 3. Everlaftingly, never to part 
more. O fear it not therefore, Chrift has {weetened it 


‘to you. 
Bk 5 EC To V. 


Ule 3- HENCE fee a clear foundation and 
ground-work of longing for fellowfhip with the Lord 
Jefus in his ordinances here. ‘his is that I fhall ex- 
hort to. For 

<p. You cannot, fhall not, muft not now go to him 
in heaven, nor enjoy fellowfhip with him, nor meet 
him in the clouds, though you do long for that day; . 
but in his ordinances you may meet with him now. 
And truly thofe whom we love and long for, if we 
cannot go to their houfe, or find them at home, we 


are glad to meet with them abroad. As with rit a 
: who 
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-who {tand before princes, if we cannot be with them on — 


the throne, or at court, we will defire to be with them — 
in the country, nay on the dunghill. O the {pirit of © 
David! Plal..xxvil. 4.‘ One thing have I defired, | 
-§ and that I will feek for,” though I never have it. 
"What is that, David? Is itto wear the crown in Jeru- 
falem? Is it to have all thine enemies lick the duft of 
thy feet ? Is it to have thy name fpread, and thine ho- 
our great through all the kingdoms of the world ? 
No; but “that I may dwell in the courts of the 


'« Liord’s houfe all the days of my life,”” and that fee- 
ing I cannot, fhall not die prefently, and fo go-to fee 
_ his glory in heaven, therefore that I may fee his beau- 
ty here, enjoy him hegey and. that not for fome years, 
but all the days of m Mie. ss ee ) £ sai 
2. Ought you not to long to tafte, 
the forrows of death, that you may ith him? | 
And are Chrift’s.ordinances more bitter than death, © 
that you are loath to break through the difficulty of 
them, that in'them you may enjoy him? The truth 
is fo, it is with many a man, thatdfuch is his ftrength 
of his hidden contempt of Chrift, and his love to his 
floth, that he had rather die than pray, and be damn- 
ed eternally, than to follow the Lord in an ordinance 
till he has found him gracioufly. How come God’s. 
own people to lament this, if there were not this? 
3. I remember a: fweet fpeech of one with God, 
_*, That a chriftian ought to prepare for a facrament 
‘as he would prepare to die; for,’ faith he, ‘there 
‘ is but this difference, when we die we go to Chritt, 
‘ina facrament Chrift comes to us.’?? What he 
faid of a facrament, I fay of every ordinance, in eve- 
ry ordinance Chrift comes to us, when we die we go 
to him. Now ought you to long when you are ab- 
fent to be with him, and will you not care for him, 
nor long to fee him and enjoy him, when he comes 
to you? And fo be worfe than poor naked Indians, 
Chrift comes not to them, no dews fall down on their 
Gilboahs 
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_  Gilboahs,-no manna -at their tent doors, and hence 
«they live without him, and:defire him not s7and when 
\chercome’ to you, do you feeno beauty-inohim now — 
why you fhould:defire him ?;, Will you thus ‘requite- 
him-forvhis love, O foolifhychildren and unwife? © ~ 
-ote4e Truly beloved, you can have but little evide: e 

‘you doidefire the Lord Jefus’s company in'!heaven 
the laft day, that long mot vehemently after hi 
_ his ordinances now. ‘You have followed) me i 
-*¢ regeneration,’’ faith Chrift, Mat. xix. 28. the 
-$ you fhall fit-with me ‘upon thrones.”?) If 
prefence here, a little of himfelf'be burdenfom 
awill it beoin heaven then? ** Depart fro 
@hritt,. $* Towas: in pri d you vifit 
Shall you depart for not v 


e Ch midft of miferies, 
rou depart for not vifiting acomforting 
ib, ing Chrift, an intreating,’ embracing 
ift im the midft of his ordinances. “Jfthe Lord - 

tries you with water, with a little of himfelf here, and 
“you care net for him, long not after him, and hence 
alétoall leak out-again, how fhall the Lord truft you 
with wine? With full fruition of himfelf in’ hea- 
“5. O beloved have you ever found him in the or- 
dinances? If not, O the heavy wrath of the Lord Je- 
fus upon thee: If you have, if ever he has comforted 
thee when’ fad and forrowful, if ever quickned thee 
owhen death anid darknefs did lie upon theeyifever he 
did deliver thee when diftrefied, O then take heed of 
-defpifing him in his ordinances now, but long for him 
again; ‘¢ That I'may fee thee as I have feen thee,” PL. 
Ixiii’ 2. Let them that never found him deal foowith 
Him? Peter when he faw Chrift’s glory on the mount, 
© Lord} (faith he,) it/is good’ for us to be’here.”” ‘Has 
the Lord ‘ever transfigured himielf before thee, fo as 
Ahe*has appeared in/another manner to thee in ‘his or- 
dinances' than evet ‘thow faweft before? Phen lay, fee- 
Ghia? FE lag 


\ 
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‘Lotd J cannot come to heaven to thee, it is good 
being in the mount, in thy ordinances with thee, iti3 — 
good being here, 1 Pet ii. 2, 3, 4. 1 know brethren 
you have many employments in the werld, and are 
called away to them, and cannot ever be with the. 
Lord, yet let your longings be there, nay though catt 
sut of God’s fight, yet look to the temple; this will : 
you peace. ©= rns ; Gusoqe"hawlad © 
. This if I may have leave to fpeak plainly, is the 
fin, one of them, of New-England. Men come 
sither for ordinances, and when they have them 
it be too horrible to live in a grofs 
ns his fellowfhip with 
lowfhip of Chrift in 
a while on this 


point. Men that are fick | 
-times-a mighty ftomach after) meat, 
brought them, they are weary of the ver 0: 
‘and then fay; truly 1 had thought 1 coul have ea 
‘fo much ; fo-men loath ordinances, nay the cooks that 
‘dréfs, and the difh that brings, and the miniftry of — 
“Chrift’ Jefus that provides the meat, becaufe confum- 
ing’and pining away in their iniquities. (know many 
afe ordinances, but are they not indifferent whether 
they find him therein or Ho? Now, setq ySie' (bn 

1. When men had enough by them to live comfort- 
“ably upon, then God and his ordinances were defired by 
them; but here men’s removing begetting want, want 
of the creature joined with fear and diftruft of God’s 
‘providence to provide for them and theirs, either fink 
their hearts, that ordinances are not {weet, no more 
‘than Mofes’s meflage to a people in anguifh, or meat 
toa ‘wounded man ; or elfe makes them hungry aftet 
the creature, and hence lavilhing out their defires, 
that they have none after the Lord himfelf. 

2. When men are perfecuted by enemies, driven 
into corners, or to towns fix miles off. to find a facra- 
‘ment, or hear a fermonyothen the gofpel of peace, 

: and 
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and them that brought the glad-tidings of peace, thir 
feet were beautiful, and then men thought if one fab- 
bath here fo fweet where ordinances are much core 
rupted, if fome of them be fo comfortable in the midft 
of enemies, O how {weet to enjoy them all among 


faints, among friends? “And fo Il know. they be 


fome, ‘and 1 hope to more than 1. know ; but N 
England’s peace and plenty of means breeds ftra 
fecurity ; and hence prayer is neglected here: 
are no enemies to hunt you to heaven, nor no ¢ ai 
to make you crys hence the gofpel and Chrift in it 
is flighted. Why?) Here are no four herbs to make 


‘the lamb fweet. Andiif I get no good this fabbath, | 
this fermon, this fa this rayery L hope I fhall 
fome other'ti m etter, and my bu- 


lot confidering that the days of trou- 
e near, or God’s final farewel may be quick- 
2M 1% aie t Be boar Gi wit y 
Ie was a fad fpeech of a brother lately, which 
has oft affe€ted me, that ‘ A man may pray out, hear 
“€ out all the grace of his heart ’ Meaning this, when 
-'God'begins to work upon a man’s heart at firft, then 
“prayer and word is fweet, ftay a while they hear out 
“their hearing, and pray out their praying; foas inpray- 
ing, they pray not; and in hearing, they hear not! 
“Wrotld to God there were not a generation of thofe 
ymen among us, that having been fo oft fermon-trod 
‘and prayer-beaten, that now their hearts are harden- 
ed, afid being ufed to ordinances, and being fo long 
tiddén under them, I with they were not tired, and 
‘jaded under them before they come half way home, 
that they had rather lie and die in the high-way, than 
get up and with mighty groans and invincible wreft- 
lings of heart feek after, and fo find. the Lord ia 

them. . 
4. There is no place in all.the world, where there 
is fuch’ expectation to find the Lordy-as: heres and 
hence men blefs the Lord for our rifing fun, when tt 
" tis ai is 


t oe 
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is fetting every where elfe : Here therefore they come 
and find it not, hence not confidering the great. and 


laft temptation of this place, whereby God tries his _ 


friends before he will truft them with: more of himfelf, 


viz. deep and frequent defertions, they give in, and_ 


therefore care not for, nor defire after thofe plaifters 
which they feel heal them not, nor that food which 
they find nourifheth them not. It is ftrange to-fee 


neal F (ay they) but ‘Chrift, not cuties, Bue Chik, 
and by this faith can comfort and quiet themfelves in 
the neglect and seeds of Chrift i in means, as infal- 
lible a brand of God"s ¢ eternah repr ation: of BBs a a 
foul as any I know. “| §0 th lis is. 

fi. 1s not prayer Tested “wantin 


heart? If not in family, Is it not im myles yet! J 


ta a faith fome men have that can clofe with C hvitt 


doth it not die? Didft thou ever find thy. fpirit foi 5; 


ftraitned? Where are the mighty groans? What is be-_ 


come of meditation? Doft thou not let fabbaths, fer-’ 
mons pafs over, which fhall be preached: over again _ 


at the laft day, and find no Chrift, no Spirit in them ; 5 
and thus lie famifhing, and yet not cry for bread? If 
ic be not fo, Iam glad, God, angels, faints, and all 
the world fhall call you bleffed : If it be fo, I dare be 
bold to prophefy ruin to this place and people, and 
that you or your polterity fhall either in woods, or in 
_ the land, or in hands of your enemies in this place 
lament with tears the contempt of means; and you, 
even difciples of Chrift, ‘* fhall. defire to fee one of 
“*the days of the Son of man; and fliall not fee them.” 
Jer. vill. 13, 14. “ Let us go into {trong holds,” 
&c. I know there are many that do meet the Lord, 
but are you not apt to fall afleep again? O therefore 
let me entreat you, if the Lord has efpoufed you to 
himfelf, if you have any longings after him in heaven, 
feeing thote defires cannot be fulfilled prefently, O 
long to meet him here, and fo long to meet him, as 
that 
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that you may indeed meet with him and with more 7 
and more of him. § ae 
poe Om OE, LG 3 a 
Queft. WHAT is it to meet Chrift, and fo have fel bs 


low/hip with him in his ordinances 2? , a 
Anf. \ have been oft afked this, and for the fake of re 
them that be weak,1 fhall give you a tafte of it. oe: 
1.. Therefore look as it is witha man that receives. 
any common mercy from God, from Chrift, ifhe 
fees not the Lord Jefus really giving it, he enjoys it, 
but not Chriftin it, though he get fome good out of - 
receive more knowledge of 
1ore truth be difcovered, more promifes 
sveale e/affeCtions and life dropt into the heart, 
which 1 -a man fome good, yet if he fees them 
as feparated from Chrift, if he fees not the truth asit _ 
isin Jefus, if he fees not promifes fpoken from hea- 
ven by Jefus, if he looks not on all commands as part 
of the fecret of Jefus, if he receive affections, and by 
them behold not the Lord Jefus, he doth not at that 
time enjoy the Lord Jefus. For he now indeed en- 
joys his gifts, but by thefe he doth not enjoy him : 
And therefore then a man may be faid to have fel- 
lowfhip with Chrift in an ordinance, when by all the 
light and life and comfort there, he comes to fee him, 
and fees them all in him, and feeing a tranfcendent 
glory in him, fees and beholds a hidden glory in 
‘them. This command is a fecret of Jefus, this pro- 
mife the fweet voice of Jefus, thefe confolations the 
comforts of Jefus, thefe meflengers the minifters of 
Jefus, thefe ordinances the kingdom of Jefus. And 
therefore look throughout all the fcriptures, you fhall 
fee our fellowfhip with Chrift both in heaven and 
here; it is expreft by “ feeing of the Lord,” John 
xvii. 24. Pfal. Ixiii. 2. and xxvii. 4. I have oft faid 
to my friends, the great fin of chriftians isto fee fcrip- 
; | : tures, 


his people, he doth fend to 


+X 


mfelf is not feen. .. Vi ? That at 
jaft they might come home, | and feek to fee is. are 
again, and fay, What good does ali this £1 
fee no God? I confefs he that receives gi ts from. a- 


“ST 


fome defires and confolations ftirred up, and hopes 
never to be as you have been: But, beloved, all dies 
and falls down again: Now, I confefs there is fome- 
what of Chrift in all this; but yet content not your. 
felves with this, becaufe you want a power, oT until 
you find a mighty power of Chrift by little and litth 
fubduing fin; for when Chrift comes into the hear 
indeed, he comes with his power, Pfal. xxiv. 7, 8 
§ 6G Th 


ta \ 
Pails, \ 
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ee The Lord ae Hofts, mighty in battle. Live Heth. ‘eats 


s* meat indeed,’” Col. 1. 29. Chrift’s power works — 
4m a man mightily. If you enjoy never fuch comfort, 
but find not a power in pulling down thy lufts, there 
is no Chrift. If a man be fick, and he eats his meat, 
and great care be had to tend him, but the difeafe is a 
ftronger than the firength of nature and food; afk 
“him, Do you eat? Yes, but it doth me no good; fo — 
here: Such comfort; fuch a Chrilt doth you no good, d 
unlefs you feel a power. O long to meet Chrift, and. 
“ Queft. How fhall Ido this? — mth sae ae 
Anf. 1. Mourn bitterly for the Lord’s abfence, as 
for one of the greateft evils that can befal thee. For 
‘Chrift’s prefence * é et to him that can 
live without ‘h ean yowlook for him then? 
John xvi sch § u have now forrow which” he 
aid, “ f their hearts, but I will fee you again,” 
; come down to you by my Spirit again, and 
joice, and none fhall take it away : And 
snotéd, the firft that had comfort was 
“Mary, when’the fate’at the fepulchre weeping, John 
xx. 11, &c. And therefore do but obferve your qwn 
“hearts, when your hearts have been foaked in grief, 
for want of or for the abfence of Chrift, O I have 
lived without hit, and prayed without him, and heard - 
without him, and {poke without him, him that hath 
‘pitied me, {pared me, overcome me, laid down his. 
‘fife; fent his Spirit to me | that then’ you fhall more 
or lefs fee the Lord, and feel the power and prefence 
of the Lord. O beloved, fhall not heaven be {weet to 
‘you without him, and fhall earth be fweeter than hea- 
¥en, that you can live here without him? Beloved, 
whatever you account of it now, in hell the fting of 
“A forrows {hall Be this, Ov Chrift hides his: cface { 
‘One frown fhall be more bitter than death, than a 
thoufand deaths, and fhallit be fo on hell, and fhail 
not many frowns, many days be more bitter than 
Ay Ha) death ? 


eat ai 
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— death? Shall it be;fo to. devils, and: not to-faints? 
e heavy; and fhall not-his friends take it! to heart 2.1 
» you: donot, then think :not/ to. meeti him, butt;that— 
word-and, prayer fhall be dead» drink ‘to :thee 5 sbutat 
you do, tell thee, if he/maniiefts himfelf to,any, he 
will reveal himfelf to thee. . <i s5) mem s ovat list 
42, Prize and love his prefence, hisiface, the lifting 
up of the light of his countenance. ooPuinces. will not 
‘come, orif they do, not ftay, or if they perceive their 


it? Twill tell you... Itmay, béecyou wilk give him the’ 
hearing for it, andigive him. afew good: withes,;/and 
afew good words;:and a little leifure. But will:yon 
turns the: whole world :ibekind:your back} andswhat- 
evér you have out ‘of doors, that-he:may:come in: 
That nowit is not: honour, nor wealth,:nor life} nor 
eafe, ‘nor heaven, but him, and:that siot.only imshea- 
ven bat in) his fwadling-clouts, ‘his ‘ordinances here, 
’ believeitfalvation is at your doors. «Zaccheus being 
alow.man of ftature, gets out of the crowd, {tands in 
theowayj and the Lord bids him come down.) Do 
thus when you come to any ordinance, I tell you, it 
is better than an holt of angels compafling thee about 
with praifes.’° O that you had the life of experience ! 
Haftthou not found him better than friends, than 
means, than thyfelf?: Othat you would believe expe- 
rience ! ATER ti stad? “dRaeds 
3. Make it not your taf but your trade to feek for 
as as 
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_ him, that you may enjoy him here. Make this your: — 
bufinefs.. Men make it not their main bufinefs to feek 
out Chrift, but only fome work they muft difpatch — 
by the by. They make it not their trade but their | 
~ tafk which muft be done. Efau would have the blefs 

fing, but it is: his hunting that he delights ins. You. — 
fhall have a man that is a clofe worldling, come and — 
hear, and joy therein, but his trade, his heart is after — 
that, Ezek. xxxili. 31. Look butona cbriftian at 

firft converfion, what great gains gets he then? O 
is his trade to follow the Lord, afterward he is 1 
and then feels little, Mat. xiii. 46. Like a merc. 


eee 


he ventures all, and then finds: Now you hall fi 
him, Heb. xi. 6, “¢ He is the,rewarder, . ot of them 


iligently.”” What . 
ou your money 


‘* Why {pend y« 
t bread?” Or if there be ought 
elfe that is neceflary, let thy care be for him, and his 
care fhall be for thee. ae | 
4. Look before thou comeft to an ordinance, if there 
be no luft, no ftumbling-block of iniquity that thou 
harboureft in thy heart, or fuffereft to remain in the 
fight of God, Ma. lix. 1,2. Ihave known in expe- 
rience, and feen it in {cripture of God’s people and 
others have taken on that God hides his face, &c. 
And this has been found to be the caufe, either fome 
fin not yet fubdued or mortified, or fome fin that they 
have not’ gone for pardon of to the blood of Chrift, 
and fo unpardoned. When both thefe have been re- 
moved, the Lord has appeared, Exod xxiv. 10. After 
the covenant made by blood, “ they faw the God of 
< Ifrael.”’ Ezek. xiv. 3. “ Should I be enquired of by 
« them that fet the ftvmbling-block of their iniqui- 
“ ties ?? &c, Come therefore to an ordinance that 
the Lord would take away thy fin, do not come toit 
that you may be comforted in your fin,) fo that 
though there be fin in your heart, yet the Lord. will 
not caft that in thy dith, when thou comeil to him te 
G¢ ; take 
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take it 


es Cy CHEE eee Agi ¢ * ii r Par? 
e it away. It may be you know none. “ You 
Wy ‘now not what fpirit you are of.”” Get the Lord 
to difcover it flees. 2 , Sel! 


..O. be thankful, and cleave the clofer to Chrift’ 


pa little ; For that is the infinite mercy and love of 
rift 10, his people, he lets them fee their eid, the 
ght of grace and glory the Lord will bring them to, 
but. makes them. feel the want of it, and tafte but a 
little, but the firft-fruits.. Wow there is Satan’s poli- 
cy to make them flight what they have, becaufe they 
have not what they would have, Hence Chrift eftran- 
himlelf, greatly ; Do you thus defpife gee 
th e cleave clofe to him for ine little, and 
fee, ‘John i. 50. .§Phoustha fee grea er t 

1% S op een ce Rie 1 A: 

1 of Goc d angels a 

cending on him.” 1 


} NK SE 

‘the fenfe of any want of heal, An tees and mercy, 
and Chrift, O it is mercy! That I have the ftar, © 
this is mercy, this brought them to Chrift himfelf af- 
terward. O unthankfulnefs ftops God’s heart! God 
wil never ceafe pouring out on thee, ithat_art pouring 
ut praifes on him ; for elfe man’s kindne fs thould ex- 


Neb biel ic wee ie 
nding on h 


a 


ceed, the Lord’s.. 


hus you fee the means, now ufe them, and long 


for, the Lord Jefus in them, and fo long as that you 
may, meet him ; and do it prefently, elfe you may feek 
and not find him, and “ die in your fins,” John viii. 
27, Afad and heavy fpeech. Has God fingled you 
out, of all people in the world to enjoy him, and will 
you now forfake him, and be eaten up with your lots, 
and buried in the bellies of your beafts, or fit griev- 
ing that your eftates are funk ? It may be hypocrites 
will forfake the Lord Jefus, but ‘ Will you alfo de- 
““ part ’” Others care not for him, others long not 
after him, others give him no meeting; will you de- 
part? “ Lord, to whom fhall we go?” O and long 
for more of him, * forget what is behind,” and hear, 
and pray as if thou never didft fo before, as 4f but 
now 


, 


ome ) 
inn. 7 17 TWialhs Sat oS. 343 LIRR s MBAR a Cl a 
ei es, and alchermies, and {pirits of gold: fo wh 


ly fick, when any new-fangled device fhall feed th 
fancy.. "The Lord keep you from it I. 
and lo 


Dard Mut Or miady ulyugcd vid! 
sve ‘ +1R5 it othoe? AG! i Oph ren cites : 
Ufe 7. TAENCE we fee no ‘chriftian ought ‘to 
content ‘himfelf with any meafure of knowledge or 
fellowship with the Lord Jefus here. For if full, perfe& 
Wiliis Esti Hise Wl Wee ray ee we ; 
and immediate fellowfhip with him in heaven and at 


the laft day ought to be the mark he aims at, and jour- 


5 /e i £ & 
re at 


ongsitod 
3 e 


ney’s-end of all his defires, then he is ‘not to fit down 
_in the “ntid-way, but to breathe and afpire after tilt 
more and more of him. Thus Paul, though fully 
fealed with the Spirit, yet he makes this his mark, 
Phil. iii 14, 15,16. 1 Pet. i. 10, 1f, 12, £3. _ ‘The’ 
apoftle tells them, the prophet looked after “ the’ 
“© grace given in” their times, © therefore gird up 
«© your loins, and hope perfe@ly for grace to be giv-- 
«© en you at the revelation of Chrift Jefus.” Men 
that have preferment in their eye, and are to come on’ 
by degrees to it, never content thethfelyes with any. 


(though they will not flight what they have) until they’ 
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pome to their higheft :< You are bornto. gteat hopes, 


‘flight not!what you have, but: logh Fatertinlepag Pet. 
= ii wears ail ni mod? 2qooa 197 28 fetasiar gnvoy bas 
nce three! forts are to: beogreatly blamed: «For 
f isshwith finfal dubs, do-it is withhfpiritual; they 

adlefs,- infinite, and! unfatiabley if they. want, 
yiarenot fatisfied ? if: sorters they are;wheton 
héireappetites after more. Ov letiit:bedo here!) 
i. \Some therebe thatcare fo far fronv thirfting af- 
r more of him, that they have forfaken ‘his fellow- 

be avis content it hari be fo. est 


ay soit! cand: ithmay: be, the Lord drew:ther 

<*. the :conds of; aman,dandildid meati before 1 
v and fweetened theirlabours:with-great hopesito them ; 
obut the Father not having! drawn them:withaninvin- 
eible power,” ‘and knit:themoby an eindifioluble unidn 
to Chrift, they are now fallen off from Chrift;>Jiohn > 
wis 166, Perk uf you \obferverit, fen age! iafter 
them,i'fpeaks not one) word) to’ them, becaufescontent 
to. qbei, without: him. ‘Would: tor God this were: not 
oahe: tempers, of faints. that dsnows itv was better! ‘with 
(youjonte than now, and God: “chedgethsyouriway 
Hts awith) thotns,’’. and gives you no reft. y> But! Othe 
grievous wien of profeffors! One can feefome boards 
“ planks, at low water, but that is ally! Jetei iin, 
) (Phe Lord will fetch ye home = he doves: se 

ty weeping, grofsiory sane erscdt aE 
2. Some: -there are that fall not: to! odfalRe the 
‘duords but dike the-door-on ‘the! hinge, and wheelcon 
the pin, hang and turn about where they\did.. :This 
God's, own people! ate -veryapt'to do, and diénce the 
vapoftle, wifheth them ito take: eee ofr; from id dreaid- 

ful argument, “Heb. vis: 45)15,16 Hi aw 


Fir, 


\ 


- othatdthey: may know what! is' in’ their own: he 
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_ogkitAyeBecaufe the: Lord? at ‘firft,converfion dra 
his peoplerfweetly, drives them gently’; being weak 

and young infants, as yet keeps them in his arms, that 
they mayfihd a greater goodin him thanin the worl 
ybut afterward he fuffers fata to tempt, himfelf defe; 
_ them, vledds' through a-wildernefs ‘of fins and miferi 


Hence now if they will have mercy, they: muft'ferch 
fit, fight forit, and overcome, now hence ‘floth is apt 
‘to ‘prevail for a:time,'as with the difciples. 1019 3 
wSecondly, Becaufe before they have Chriftythey fee 


idhiscown ends)p forhe'¢annot work beyond his“prin- 
ciples) Nowvwhen men have ferved their own’ turns 
yout of vanother ‘man,°away they go,°and keep-that 
-swhith othey. have. An hypocrite clofeth with’ Chrift 
Jas: a’ man |with:a rich {hop ; he will not be at-coft ‘to 
buy! alb|theithop, “but fo much’as ferves'‘his turn. 
Commonly men in horror feek for fo much of Chrift 


as will eafe them, and hence profefs and hence feek 


for focimuch of Chriftas: willseredit-them, ‘and Hence 
their defires after Chrift are foon fatisfied))( Appetitus 
ifhis eft tafiritia oistiw Juods miu) bas ensd: nig ods 
+) 22 .No hypocrite though he clofethowith Chrilt-add 
ifor'a time grow!up in knowled ge-of, and communion 
with Chrift, but hechath»at thae timechidden luis, 
bs and 


thorns that, overgrow his growings, and, choak all 
at laft ; and in conlufion mediates a league between — 
_ Chrift and his lufts, and feeks to reconcile them to- 


RSE 


IV,..1.0. Kot “tog "Molsol ish: AE. Fei veiw Yoo? dpidw 
4 3- Some feek for more of Chrift, but. it is of an, 
idgl-chrift, not as_manifefting himfelf in. and by, a. 
word: for look as any att of obedience is an, act of 
will-worfhip and imagery, that we have not a parti. 
cular demand for, or is not directly deducted from 
rule in the word ; fo that act of faith is an act of will- 
worfhip, which fees and chufes Chrift as Ais own, 
when he has.not a particular promife for it; it is an 
imagination of Chrift, not..Chrift; and you have 
more of your own imagination, not more of the Lord 
Jefus, 1 Pet. i. 25. Monks had fublime ,contempla- 
tions of God; Luther calls them fuch as looked upon 
a Deus Chriftus abfolutus,—not beholding the beams 
of his love and glory in the word. O therefore Ja- 

3 ; bour 


4 


FI 


. PEN VIRCING. 
bour for more of fuch 'a*Chrift, as the word holds’ 
forth. Arid look asin heaven, AR A 
_ Firft, They are all one with him in fellowthip, the 
Father in him, and he in them, and they in him, and’ 
fo made perfet in one. aehatee cl 


> Secondly, They have his fellowfhip only: fo do- 
you long for more of his fellowfhip, fo as to be ma 
jnore one with him, and him with you, fo as he 
be your ftrength, and life, and peace, and’ f 
fellowfhip only ; otherwife you may go withou 
at laft, Luke xiii. 26, 27, ‘* Have we no é 
‘drank in thy-prefence,”* &c. The 
THs | A aust prefence then, but a. 
great r mea ure ‘ nto the chu ch fince is 
| a 


y di Ml 
w+ Ad 


“nor 


Wits es ae : | 

Firkk, “What came you into this: wilderneds ‘to fee? 
Reeds fhaken with the wind? No, ‘for more of ‘the 
the Lord Jefus; and will you now forget the end for 
which" you come ? If aray be you never found ee no’ 
AGG but, 


~ 
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faftnefs, but, yet . ill grow, in BAC, ats in the know. e 
ledge of the Lord Jelus.. Seal. aio 
slgh ond ot cus Exc Td Hs peel ea 


scr Fa wrod Ont 


efore a man has. C 


4 aa eae 
26; is Toon one; 


r ‘You: live now Hout! 
honfe and ‘all your friends that lone 
5 nay, are deft | among | enemies, arid “you 
el es youareto go, “ to God the judge “of 
all, and.to.an. innumerable company of ‘ahigels, and 
a to the {pirits. of jul men made. perfect.” VBS 
» Mative 2. Lock but upon the men of this world, 
“they long for things here, though but temporal ; tho’ 
_they have no Chrilt. O long for this Be ae thou 
-hait no world.. 
in a Motive. 3+: When Chrift would needs gov to Jerufa- 
lem, John ; xi. 16, faith Thomas, “« Let us go and die 
<6 _with him,” and. fhall not we go to live with him ? 
_ Motive 4. Did Mofes | for fake Heypt s Honours, trea- 


“fuses, 2 and. embraced. the repioach of PChrit as far bet- 
f Tih HC ter & 


gis ON THE PARABLE ‘OF THE 
? Ovif God: thould ‘fet theé upoin a thfone, O 
part from it to enjoy the glory of Chrift himfelf 


lory ! BERN HOSA: = TSI cs 
Motive 5. Grant ‘death be :dreadful, yet when fol- 
fee their captain upon. the walls g nong the ené- 
they will prefs hard afrer:to follow, though ‘they 
e breach. Yo part‘ with fin: is bitters or to 
with (Chrift; but to part withothe body-for a 
,and caft off the clothes, this will-befound'te’be 
xceedit wo fwreethdi of desi hee bned-27 stuq bas Hill 
“\Maive6. Friends that fend to us, ‘and>provide for 
in adefert place, we long to fee theme) \Now who - 
e, comforted, pardoned, re js fourd 
hat nothing.hath, hurt the y that: 


Pe 


that dothalb this? | fuol od20e : 1 € | 
5 Motive 7. O confider how clad the. dfefuswilh 
be of 'thee, though the wolld indie oe tek : 
thylelf, Zeph. iit. 17. Luke x. av. $6] thank thee! 
Rather :’? fo will the Lord fayptthen. fuol 9d? bas ltt. 
. Means \. Labour for affurance that Chrift is'thines! 
, elfe you will fear death and:hell that follows-it, and 
~". fuch an. aflurance as does not°only chafe! away vex 
tion and anguifh of {piritybut feats,’ at leatbin the 
power of them : for there 4s ‘many-a chriftian can'find 
the propofition true in the world, “ He thaticomes td 
“-Chrift he will not caft away 3’? the “Spirit ‘clears 
God’s: work,’ and his’ own experience, and: faith, 
‘© Phou'comeft unto Chnitt;”? now when he comes 
to make the conclution, ‘though he-dares not fin'as 
gaint clear light and evidence of the Spirit, and ‘con: 
clude,” yet. 1 thall be caft away :°’ yet he dares not, 
hor cannot for a time conclude fully 5) why ? becaufe 
of fome fears,’ what if Ithould be miftakenyand when 
I die, all prove naught? and while this fear latts you- 
willmot long: (till needs'mutt) to be with Chrift 3 for 
while you fear or fufpe@ Chtift as an enemy, you 
will 


=: a ’ 
) “REN VIRGINS. 2.4 
will notsheartily love him, nor long to) be with him: — 
thereforeiget' thefe fearsremoved.. 9) aT l 
Queft. How may this be? ith 
-\Anf Romy viiivg, 16. By the Spirit of adoption — 
only ;for though | donot exclude the work of fane-— 
ified reafon from the witnefs of the Spirit, ye L 
fay, that all the men in the world, nor all th 
and-reafon’ ofi man.can never chafe 
fcatter all mitts, till the Spirit itfelf fait 
ftill, and puts its hand and feal to the e 
the Spirit mot by an audible, but powerful vc 
and, perfwades, Acts, xiio13, 145 155 16007) 
been. 'p x for, Peter; .Pe 


henxiliter Nitd isd? comarulls wo! tuods.F. 9 nol 
bdo See:whetel be! no-guilt upom thy. con{cience, No _ 
refervation; love, liking» to fome ‘luft;.. Heb. ox. 224! » 
For thefe- fears are’ commonly the’ fruit of guilt 


“in thee. 4. Shew us mercy.” 5. Then they come 
to diften after it; for many times a friend {peaks not 


+ 3i)Mourmheavily for want of it, .Pfal, lis 8. and fo. 
look foritinia word. 0: | iis sib 3 
» Meansi2.) Labour to pa take of, the) fellowfhip of 
gor oymene fs 28 SD jacqie! ico1 UGheit's 
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with the church’ in miferies, “when We from the 


ous apprehenfion of their Tarra bi ok 
or with ‘them, fo with “Chrift | in’ foryyvhen from 


deep a Vat es his Wwe Feien withe 
au seeyce ake st lg ‘mar be affur- 
if he k hot’ What the worth 
D is, a Man awill then never" | 
it oe poe 
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ieteasetios 5 GRUP SA 
Beg SBE aE: g Naot mel ded’: dvi 
Verte. oe ad pve Pa (eri ‘were wife anid five ithdrd folly 
; Ooo" IOR sds 
ARON thks attain weld ‘to ‘the fifth ‘thete is fee 
down the difference’: appeating between ‘fhe ovina 
gms, wherein he Lord, the fearcher of hearts, makes 
an, a difcovery of the particular éftates of thefe vir. 


gins 


Bes 
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. gins, forall the bet couche $f pecially to. take notic o, 
of, to the fecond coming of the Lord Jef us, 

difference is fet down, 4 

in this 2d. yerfer, ay 
ag the. erie fc yer 


jal oe one of, 
edto the, number. ‘of fitach 

gs) Others of them, were 
the number of five more... So.that 
~half -of them: were. indee 1 virgins 
ins appearance, virgins 3. the, on 
Ei! nee God, who faith t 


bat MOON 


7° 4 


Aoow. 
erfe 8. r ee 
I [3 Weis 


7 Seer be oot 


ifica-- 
eee P fol-. 
five. we 


fecutars f fy Ive 
“ and ave were foolith.”” a ‘the virgin 
{cribed by the number of ten, l {pake be 
caufe it was a perfect number, and fo figni 
of all virgin-churches ; or becaufe i it was the cuftom not 
to exceed the number of ten, to honour them at their 
marriage. Now why five of them were wile, and five 
foolifh, as though the one half of them only were fin- 
cere, the other falfe, this feems to carry’ the’face of 
truth; but I am fearful to tack and torment parables, 
wherein, I chiefly look unto the fcope, and that is this, 
that not one or two but a great part of thenr were 'fit:- 
cere; anda, great part, of them. falfe. And cheng: e the 
obferyations,,out of; thele ; WW ds. are thefe, aoe ting 
ally the & relte, k : i 4 1 iIWwe & 
ti i afer de: That when the « chiches of chit Jeti 


“prove 


i 1K a 


Obferv. 3. That there are certain fpecial, faving 
alifications of heart, whereby arifes a great internal 
ws between. finere-hearted virgins, andthe 


{rhs pd yeti dg y 
ope. main princ 


clo 


“Ober Us> de 
angela fi 
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RIS Re ROSE Sathy i= 
i I a F man... Ajtes 
a a5 rey Fit % #4 my seaa °) 4: FS Lo 
20 SUSME-SHT Mi oF TOGA. S I 
siullog bas Slay SE on to isdi nt *5y Ts 
‘ling 2c) o1ni "Prd ).cilot lliw SE sagen yansoonal 
Ober, 1. THAT there is and will be a mixture, 
of clofe hypocrites w th the wife-hearted virgins in the 
oS a an ike MOMS STOR OF” GTA) OM soe 
pureft ¢ San arnt vd cotudts adi siplleg ton 
this Eomight manifeft out of feveral fcriptures,.. 
from. feveral times. . Look but, upon Tales ; time, . 
MODE IOV Te Sy 4 ARE oP ASF” ESK o. 0d et A +) re Fas 
where-there was as great a reformation as under any. - 
king before him, 2 Kings xxiii, 25. Yet Jer, iii, 4 a 
and iv. 3, 4, Look on the apoftle’s time, and what a. 
poftacy afterward, The apoltle complained of, it,.. 


«“ Every one feek their own,” Phil, il. 24. <¢ Many, 
“walk,” &c. Phil. iii, 18, 19. Whom he could not 
think on ‘ without tears,’ The myftery of iniquity 
began to, work even then. Chrift manifefts this by. 
divers parables, Mat xxii. 14. . << Many are called,” 
and fo called as to come in, and fo fit and not to be 
known, till the Lord looks on them, And here the 


wife hearted could not difcern and keep out, but.o.., 

pened the door for the five foolith, Look as it ‘is faid, © 

Job.i.6. “There was a day the fons of God pre- 
«© fented 


wp Ree gry ” 0) on “, 
A, Bs RK , RS 
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ie ean before the Lord, and Naty eam 
“ina Ifo ;” fo here. I hall not, do not fpeak of, ee 
very Hticular church, but of the fate of the churc 
e$'in geheral. Vor itis ‘poflible there may bea P 
phia, “a tay - Jerufalem, which comes down. fro: 
eaven,” ,? a “golden foundation,” and. f 
sae dot “no hay: nor ftubble built upon it :” Bu 
is Tare, ‘andi not ufual nor foeee 


KN base ry 
oe t 


OL 


beyond his reach ; hence he fecks, 
vn earth unclean ; hence he will get 
‘if he cannot come in the fhape of 
hy ye a of a ferpent to beguile and pollute 
there: He will Rot Chrift’ into the, wil- 
aes fete fiat Ne Ai f hence will. feck, to. 
get int nto’chutches, “to pollute them. And if he can-_ 
not pollute tl church ‘by. unclean ordinances, he will - 
ee gale to defile” it by u unclean perfons, Mat, : Xiil. 
err € ‘tares be in Jidea like the wheat, bie indeed _ 
aiiy PREY heat: And how come they there? 2 They . 
ee fown there, i. echid for'a time, and mingled, and 
é there too; Who does this? ‘Why the enemy — 
aid ‘it, ‘fo: ‘that Satan will doit. If there be a devil in 
the’¢hurch, ‘he will fow his tares. 

‘Object. ‘But we fee him not. 

‘Anf” No, itis therefore faid “* he went away,” hig 
café is Over, now they are fown. Look as itis the. 
Jefuits policy’ at this day, the end of their order is to” 
raifé up the collapfed ruins of Rome, and to bring all 
CRiiftendoni (and if it be poffible all the world), to 
the hellifh bondage and blind obédience of the fee of” 
Rothe. “ Hence fome kingdoms, becaufe. they cantiot 


congiier ‘them by' power, they feck to do it by’ craft’; 
hertce 


Uh 
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ence they feek to lay. their leaven and make their - 
arty within, from whom they may have intelligence, 
and hence they fhall do well enough with them: So . 
Satan feeking the ruin of the church, feeks to make. 
his .party within the church, for one of thefe three. 
ends chiefly. 
1. Either that he may divide the church, that 
‘when any error fhall be hatched, he | sea have his. 
pe EY to maintain it, and his faétion to plead for i it. 


That he may corrupt it, if he cannot divide it, 
ts the tares may fuck out the heart and life and pow- 
er. of godlinefs i in the hearts of the elect 5 for you 
know it is not the briar bythe By ivy that fucks out the 
lifeafid fap of the tree, a ls is not Propane, prick. 
ing perfecutors, but feeming frien ids 
that fuck out the heart -and_life ‘of it was 
roboam’s greatnels, but the old. prophet’ 
feeming picty that fucked out the fone ie fap ot the 
young prophet, « Kings xiii. That fo by this little 
leaven he may defile the whole lump, an d fo ) provoke 
wrath againft them all. 

. 3. If he cannot do either, yet that He’ may ‘blur and 
{tain the glory of the church: For the greateft glory 
in the world is to fee.a temple built, not of ftones or 
gold or pearl, but of living precious faints, holy to the 
Lord only and his Son, and the fight of which in hea- 
ven {hall be one part of the glory in heaven. Hence 
Satan will do what he can to blur it; that though the 
greateft glory God has, fhines in his ‘church, yet that 
he may blur it: And hence Jude faith, *¢ Some that 
** crept, in unawares, were {pots in their feafts.’ 
And 2 Pet. ii, 2. ** By reafon of whom the way of 
“* truth fhall be evil fpoken of.” 

- Reafon 2. From the officers chiefly of a - church, 
who when they fhould be-full of eyes, as they are de- 
{cribed, Rev. iv. And thefe eyes fhould be ever . 
watching, they are then fleeping, Mat. xiii, 25. Tor 

it 
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lox e they have thereby, even a Simon may defire, fuck 


gifts, and a mighty power of grace to animate thofe 
“gifts, and would give any money for,this, that he 


2 


tay be wondered at. Some refined, polifhed fpirits, 
-feorn honour of bafe men 3 and hence, fith for it elfe- 


: di if 
Vheir gain; | it is ftrange that Judas oie 
rift for the bag, that was fo poor, yet he did, un- 
he faw after three years and a half waiting, fo, little 
mein. So it is {trange that men fhould feek to 
r churches for that, yet they do and will, fo 
they have any lots to give; or purfes to lend, 

fo take care and provide for, choke & that,.are 
You we have y poor ch iftian 


furé with a filvetvook: until they 
grows little, and refpect lefs, and then. 

3. Their comfort for union to the chur . . 
1. Covers their fin and hidés it from the eyes of. the 
world. Thieves walk without fufpicion in true men’s 
companies, and thus they make the “ houfe of pray- 
“era den of thieves,’’ and this is, fome comfort. 
For hypocrites they can carry it cleverly that; none fee, 
though God fee it is no matter. It! will notibe thought 
that a member of a church dares do fuch a, wicked- 


‘nefs, yet fo itis fometimes. 2. Comforts their. con- 


{cience in their fin; men love their lufts, but. what, 
no refpect to ordinances of Chrift? yes, and,fo con- 
{cience is quiet, and: fin lives too, Jer. vii. 3, Be- 
caufe there is much comfort in God’s ordinances, and 
in attending on God there, not only verbal, but the 


vifible gofpel is {weet, the facraments :, hence they j join 


themfelves as in John’ s miniftry, ‘* You rejoiced for 
“a feafon,”- not only in Chrift, but in communion of 
faints, efpecially i in dangerous times, that a man fears 
the judgments of God will come in thofe places where 
ever they live without them. And now they are quiet 


when 
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~ when got into the cities of the Levites, from the p a 
fuer of blood. — BIQ’ (0 Tos deta eb ns . 
_-Reafon 4. In regard of the faints themfelves. 9. 
- Firft, There ig feen many times a divine majelty 
and excellency in them, which has a drawing virtue 


more 
eB IgIig 


pirit of hut lity in them, to 
hat’ appear far better than themfelves, 
covers them, efpecially in that they are. 
‘Hatetied.notlt bey 0 1 tobe et, * 
OPyurtbly; A fpirit of defire to have all as near the 
-Pord as they can,-and though there be evils in them, 
°-yer they hope that will make them better. 5 


7 “TReafon'’s. From the Lord himfelf: who has, 
 Fir?t, Referved ‘this exact feparation as one part.of 


his own glory at his fecond coming: Then he fhall. 
{fepatate fheep and goats. | HA 
"Secondly, Becaufe fome are very férviceable to his 
church, and fo to Chrift, as Caput politicum, both in 
‘regard of outward ineans of fubfiftance, and alfo with 

"edifying’ gifts: hence into his family he will let, them. 

come, being fervants, and like carriers that carry a- 

~‘fother’s money ‘and wealth to him, and then turns 

- them out of doors. 

0 Thirdly, Becaule of a certain real yet not thorow 
work of the Lord, whereby he draws them to fome 
fellowfhip with the church, the members, and fome 
Kind” of fellowship with his:‘Son ; yet it not being a 
thérow, effectual, Almighty drawing they prove un- 

found, John’vie 65. hey ie 

) Ti 2 Fourthly; 
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|| Fourthly, That the Lord might manifeft the exceed- 
‘Ing greatnels of his wrath in fome ; for God’s laft end 
in all the wicked is to fhew the greatnefs of it, Rom. 
‘x. 21, 22. yet in fome more than others: and hence 
ales them up in the church to great eminency of 
feflion, and parts, and honour, that all the faints 
may admire God’s grace to themfelves the more, 
when “ two in the field, one thall be taken, a- 
her left,” that they fhould fit in the fame feats, 
fome called, others left, and of them that are 
eave many, and love me, and that mén of 
great p nd I a poor fimple one to chufe fuch a: 
bafe thing, to confound the wife, the mighty... But 
as it is faid of Pharaoh,.whatn | the miracles ? 
all the humblings of heart ?- and 
them go: “For this caufe have 1 iP, 
Exod. ix.16. ‘ Of all that thou haft given me (faith - 
Chrift) “ not one is loft, but the fon of perdition, that 
“* the {cripture might be fulfilled. . So heresies. hick. 
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see Sj: Gs Tei ol Varin oink 
A? att St Sey sth oe 
Ue. Las ferves to clear us in this country 
from a foul afperfion that is caft out of the mouths of 
pulpits upon us, that we hold the churches of Chritt, 
to have no hypocrites in them. We an{wer, that 
thoughif hypocrites couldbe openly and ecclefiaftically 
- difcerned, they fhould not be received in, nor kept in, 
becaufe matter fit to ruin a church are not ft to make 
a church : yet we fay there will be tares and wheat, 
there will be chaff and corn, there will be wife 
and foolifh virgins, there will be good and bad 
mingled together in the churches until the world’s 
end. : 

Ufe. 2. Of Advice. To the watchmen of the chur. 
ches: Nay, ‘to all that profefs themfelves to be their 
brethren’s keepers; to all that are wife-hearted virgins, 
not to lavith your charity too far, it is a precious 

grace, 


TEN VIRGINS. 152 
grace, and you have little enough for them that are 
fincere, but to bear a jealous heart, and to labour fora 
- quick difcerning eye to find out them that will min- 

gle themfelves among you. This was the commen- 
dation and honour of the Ephefians, Rev. ii 2. I con-. 
fefsit isa finful extreme to cry down all the virgins as 
foolifh when there be ‘* five wife.” Satan will 
to break the bond of brotherly-love by fowin; 
reports, and horrible fufpicions : and it is a hard 
for a Paul after the Lord has wrapt him 
third heaven in revelations, not te be p 
feeing himfelf ata diftance from othe » not t 
defpife ' emn them that have not rifen fo high 
hese Dal Mrecseesiieitc bothine wit 
falfe heart when he fees more than 
hinks, now thinks highly of himfelf, as 
reformer of churches and world, efpecial- 
ly if men of fhallow heads; and hence do cenfure 
and condemn all that do not magnify them, and re- 
verence their judgments, and the duft of their feet. 
_And yet it is another finful extreme to {wallow down 
all flies that be in the cup, and to think too charita- 
bly “of every one that does profefs. Children that 
have no‘ children themfelves, will make children of 
clouts; and’then love them ; and hence many a foul 
lies bleeding’ to death, becaufe they have fuch tender, 
friends ‘as will not fearch them. And I doubt not 
but many’ in hell may fay, O that I fhould live a-; 
mong fach and fuch, and they neveftdeal faithfully 
with ‘me. 
Objet. Ifa man walk fairly, fhould I cenfure him ? 
' Anf: No, but jyet maintain a holy jealoufy over 
them, as Paul dili over the Galatians: This flands 
with love, as it was with Job, chap.i. 5. As it is 
with chirurgeong, it is love to cut to the quick. Love 
them becaufe th¢y appeat to be Chrift’s, and are {9 to 
thee, and this fhafi have a reward ; but yet be jealous 
in love, becaufe there may be that hid which was ne- 
ver yet feen. . 1. It 
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x. It may be thou mayeft fave a foul, and they 
will love thee; or,elfe thou fhalt. clear juftice by be- 
‘ing a witnefs againft them. _ 
a. It is the chief work for 


ers 


(| Thirdly,, Get thyfelf to ftand at,a diftance from fin- 
ful:mens from all the worlds; ‘ We. know we are of 
*6/God,” 5 John v..19.), As men thatare in tl e Wa- 

tér:look only to themfelves, but; {tanding fafe on f ore, 
they. fee others drowning: I {peak this yecaufe I fear 

| the churches are fo bufy, about, their ownjthings, that 
»theirowatch isnot kept; if they fee no grofs fin, then 
vablis' wells FEY Are: .y 4°) “ a hat 
Ufe.3.' Hence be not offended, if you fee great ce- 
dars fall, ftars fall from heaven, great profeflors die 
' andidecay):y1. Do not think they be all fuch.. 2.Do 
not think) the elect fhall, fall... Truly fome are fuch, 
chat when:they fall, one would think a man truly fanc- 
tified might fall away, as the Arminians think, 1, John 
nm. 19. * They were not.of us ;’? I fpeak this becaufe 
the Lord is fhaking, and I look for great apoftafies 
towards ; for God is trying all his friends through all 
pase (7 


TEN VIRGINS. | aoe 
the chriftian world: in Germany, what profeffion Was _ 
there ee a have’ thought of it?» The Lord 
who'delights to manifeft that openly which was hid 
fecretly, fends a fword, and they fall ; others in oth er 

aces receive the word with joy, the Lord fends per- 
fecution, and fearing men more than the filth of 

nd anger of Chrift, they fall: others ftand it 
there, and fuffer and venture hither, and Iflachar-li 
fee reft is good, and crouch under their burdens; 
fo they fall. Others have had fweetnefs in ord 
ces, the Lord departs, and fo they fall. Ot 
‘corrupt hearts, and received ‘the truth a 
not in love, and ftood in defence of the » hot in 


love ‘of the truth, the ror loofe, and they 


e t 
broken from fin, 1d although this is 
een when they ‘do fall, it offends not mes 
Be i 4.0 therefore fearch your own hearts: when 
‘Chrift faid ‘to the ‘difeiples “* One’ fhall betray me : - 
ce Poed is it 1? fay ‘they : fo when not one, but ma- 
ny, Lord is it 1? O many a -chriftian lies faft afleep, 
SNA GIOTES SOR HID SAE bas ‘ = 

ever comes oa thorough fearch, a ftri€t watch. Do» 


‘Sut confider this : 1. That in churches, nay pureft 


“churches, many may ly hid, not difeerned. «2: ‘Thou 
“mayelt be one. 3+ ‘If thou beeft, that of all-men‘hiv- 
“ing none fhall fo deeply fink in hell. «4. That all:or- 
“dinances fhall tend to this end, and all thy joys), ald 
“thy affli@ions : and’ therefore O fearch before. the 
Lord fearch, and fay, Lord, as no man’s punifhments 
and plagues can be like mine, nor fins, if I perifh, fo, 
if pardoned, loved, never any fhall have fuch caufe to 
‘plefs thee ; and therefore take not up with: weak: and 
‘stoundlefs hopes, but love that hand that {mites and 
rounds thee ; for this difcovery is to awaken thee : 
But you have fo much bufinefs you willmot, cannot, 
~&c. Confider what a fearful thing itis to. be hung 
‘up as for a gazing-ftock to faints, fo an everlaiting 
terror to the damned themfelves.” b- ; PbiscHAP. 
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‘© Containing a Difcovery-of Gofpel-Hypocrites.  . 
h VOAMERI ISA SS tik” UE $s DOPOD ROW FHS id iow 
bferv. ‘2. "PIBAT the moft hidden hypocrites 
Pasar ‘of the pureft churches-under the 
are evangelical, or gofpel-hypocrites. 
thefe that were foolifh were not fuch as in ap- 
ice refted in the law, or in:a covenant ofiworks, 
efcaped thofe entanglements, and now» 
“that plead ‘their intereftimy and thei: 


communion and fellowfhip, and love-knotowith-Chrift; 
they had ‘now their Laat ade mach pre- 


Pi Ps 


paration for! hi 


% 


tr 


hie tee a tle age ye on 4 4 hae 4s 
enemies againtt 1h psi dy Es j mat PSjié <9ifi Dh 


ei) 


“4. Open, and thofe’are your jufticiaries, thatdeek« 
ing'to etablith- their own! righteoufnels;.and-being 
puffed ‘up ‘with it, can with pretended good confcien- 
‘ces in doing God fervice, oppofe the righteouf{nels of 
GOHe 28 oe Al aigior ox Mth ad et lt 
“2+ Secret and‘fubtile enemies, yet feeming triends; 
and‘thefe are your carnal gofpellers thatiery down all 
their ‘own tighteoufnefs, and cry up Chrift;\ andufee 
nothing in thenifelves, as there'is good caufeifo.to 
think, and look forall from Chrift, and yet thefe when 
the Lord comes to fearch are found falfe ; and: thefe 
are the worms that grow in this wood) in this*build» 
ing, in-thefe’ churches. ‘Thus it was‘in Chrift’stime, 
the church ofthe Jews had left their grofs idolatries; 
yet this ‘was their ftumbling-ftone, they fought to e- 
itablith their own righteoufnefs, and hence ‘he cameto 


Ss he (essa 
site ae: it. Sig eer | 
his own, and his own received him not, and henc a 


hol 


many 


e VT 
‘eee fz 


hrilt’s 


tordrawiditci I ut it is indeed. after, 
: his, “Many walk,’’ 


66 iniquity.”’ Jude iv. certaim men are crept in, turne 
ing grace into latciviouinels ; for this is the very form 
of an evangelical hypociite, in denying hisown righ- 


toadvance;his luft, . The, epiftles of James and. John 
are.antidotes againft this kind of poitons.,and L look 
on them as. lamps hung upto difcoyer thefe. men, 
not but: that thefe men axe indeed, under a covenant 
ofworks ; for there be but two forts of men, and 

Kk | . two 


Bron. rissliOr THE PARABLE ORs THEW asin gaia | 


o énds of all mény henc®’ Bat two-eovenants j“hetiee’ 
that are not indeed under grace, ate under the’ 
and ile WHO eue gt b ecaufe'the molt fu Be. 


fle hypocrites appear or fein t6 be ‘under Stace: aid 
Hi ternal éperations are chiefly’et aly hericé 


evangelical’ hy ocrites. ip heels siqupsx: 

HIND IRI: tas DI goat ¥st} ts ror}. stetann 

| $68 Wp tg [peeved yods. bluoo 
‘$" EC ~ ia 


cas sot ovisoat 


ey 


ife' and \fpirit ’ = Fee os be 
é it comes,’ as it: advaniceth the Ene 
paar righteoufnefgof Ch 


EARP BES 1 ites for hypocrites 

by"works : Hence Chriftis tha whieh 
to} for “Chri when « ee 
coheligved bédaufe! ae 
«ee “heard his* 


nemiobin i ChRRh de outed but BS og 
1, “Phere cones fome'! ‘goodnels’ of ‘the -gofpel to: 
the‘héarty that nen hearing and feeiiig’ falvation ‘wrapt’ 
up! fhere,: ‘O'that:is fweet and good Nand hence thei 
affeCtions and hearts ate in fome meafure conqiered 
by’ the power of the over-dazeling truth’ Sand hence’ 
hypocrites beitig‘thus conqueré artly being sf this: 
opinion, ‘partly 'tafting fommereood Of it defire Ht Out 
of ifelf-love,: expec it out of felfdelufion, att profels: 
thiemifelves’ virgins outofithefe’ principles. ot gin gods 
UWReafon a In tevard of: the power-of “evangelical eee 
empl in the five wife vitgins? for look as it is with 


. living 
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ving ee en the fun fhines upon their incall 
they.calt.their, shadows that, follow them 5, fo, whem 
: the Lord J yet Ee upon, the fouls, of his own pegs, 
eect = aft 


hich 


nee 3 to ae at tes, th at 
will turn themfelves ABP SAB LADE theys 
bee as in. Joafhs for. there,,are two 
snk dbp fajntsentuosilgin gaittslse AS) 2 

S52 ng ss NES aie 

vat pees* an rer 
ce men, ee nan ie braced 
of; the,famemind, golem is ioP is 
Serpe ne eer ee eo 


Hence, La ob. Vili i. 05, et 
« Jews dkixt, <I: doubt, not, but fome Talfe opesioh Wiel 


% venkat 304 is with) youd hy, -Andoasic Chrit, 
A east JHB and rifeny fo fai Loca aw, chypacrites | 

git. boog sth OF 2 ‘iy tedt .2otit90qyd to 

AN the.g! rings. ‘the greatelta 
and a ete withit, Hence a,nian un- 
der, the ¢grron of. the the.law,. and, fenfe of, curfe;fon,jhis: 
fin, will 1 make, his daft refuge. hither,, and jhide-him-; 


felfzunder. she. wing of the gofpel,, not fon much/out: 
of love to Chait, or: golpal dre. becaufe, they Serve! 
his; tus, and give him: eal. Like .men orca 
with heat,,and ; ‘almoft, ready, 40 dies the fradowootia 

tres tg HON very, comfortable,., and, therefore there, 
they fit 5 , fo. thefe,: <i Or cass men; owitht alded,|arms): 
they menses sist sing ris eas ‘them eafe,sno 
Aviv 2i tt 25 ol 1 Kidgox ad} ar gunen 


IV LE 


becaule 
e 


is very, Near men, and! miade moft 
to mens, confciences, and, |there:areimiolt 
ues, contempt of the Spirit rof sgrace, and 
cmoft dreadful: torments. of »¢onfeience} and 
okings for of..judgmente .NowsHencedit 

ospals. when Chrift,is offered, andsgeneral no- 
| at_yet \theresis-hoperand 

fills them withijoyarid 


> ~ 


Farce. up, and preacheth the dd@rine of 
race, Which a wor ld. of samen’ looking: toxtheir 


of the fins) and wants-of,the fouls Hence ryou dhall 
Capernaunn: receives Ghrift,, and. wenderat his doc- 
d trine; 


mtg WARGO IEEE : 

sigan silniaistiii thenti,*“they tepe 
C Cop aioe TN x na 

> Bro ‘You 


sia “fulnel in Chi sh re ‘mult 
“gfloathfal falfé heart therefore clofeth with sie 
fthe endy But® neglects Him’ in ‘the means. 
OGhrift mvutt dovall, fay they, and hence if Ch 
bdrop: upon ‘theif ‘Hearts, well and good, if 
@hrift’s faulephe is a hard inafter, that gathe 
vhedid not fow, and Hence wrapt it A 

_ heart ig weary of the yoke of Chrift, 
bfaim be eafed of it’ Now the gofpel 
hfrom the! bonda curfe of the | 


ba hi 
Han cry, th 
rift Jefusy?” Bet 195° a oe 
; xeideathrof wit ai Sl e'th 
te ee ain} the not becat: 
Kes't ioe hirifell a and becaute’ of his 
ref  bpitheg ofpel;. and Becaufe they P feel 
pee G par ‘But béecaufe ‘they are! fae oe the 
cpower ofdtysit iotan' ola deedit; ‘yet’ fubtile tolFejoice, 
cand love,candsblefs Chrift; beeaute | he ‘will pardon fin, 
Sehough Flieland live dithem. ’Or if! they’ ad tot 
free: themfelves’ from it, the gofpel fhiews the law 
withiniclofing'with 1 the ‘law; ‘without, to’ be ‘an evi 
-denceithe Lord will not impute it, atid that it is not 
they; But fin’ ‘in them. ‘Hencea floathful heart will 
continue ‘in this-floathy and to eafe himfelf’of trouble 
forofimiand obedience too} fay, it is not he, but ‘fin. 
\Anduhence Arminius makes a’ftrange interceffion’ ‘of 
-Rotméviivs Bécaufe he’ faw ‘German profeffors’ lead 
thats for themfelves, the’ [fraelites’ entered not into 
AGanaam,) unbelief caufed: it':° Arid’ why did that fhut 
ithémout PO there were walled towns and’ ‘difficulties, 
-and this! wrasithelalt hock} "andvhence they fell ae . 
: Sil a 1@) 
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is in » Chuit’s fan now, — fafelt ee to > he Bs 
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a t power ver, MEN to, 

a Siew! te aie gs \ “a sites 
OF. £2 se Le Go 


e,_ that ;cries » doleft 
g § thal, Ge teats sa 
ings bu paca : 
iochan ar’ 
iat ae as mah ae fir 
Now hence rear th Poke, a 
niftry nit z 


i ae . ug svar Fats 


vate AS ate eat ba rt 


God’s jud ment -feat., 
ob fe some Why, he. nned 
either” oie sialtaced ©, 15. they have 
paeunel y trutt : s not the L¢ 


it, &c. es iil. It. 
among u ust”? Look as. it-was with Joab, ¢ he rons 


“to the hors of the altar,” yet thats or he etiiie rifheth,,, 
uge 


théte’ € would die, there was t from, 
eae at and death, fo here, iy Ob vert wo¥ AW 

aes As ' for oh hilo iS ntot 
he: 3 qaroo5s 6 ét midw 


rr beg itita0 goods 
cant hi ae 


Chit Aki is a pure fe for ca to iin > ‘ 
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> they is opinion only to ip 
feb re re their 
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Sera hth 3 vs 
th poue ee 
sng a aap pa 1, b 
- fie sever Pinto ‘thy my ly hea i) 
er But ene Bae 


anil wae Ye here mer 
ne : ane note 


godt ind ; avoil 
ai ee the Lor rd Jer) 
ft wail Ag 
en pie! ice Bile. 
pate eh 10 42 ou ta wot mee: 


it a a nenhi e 
| he yey ies much moved 1 
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tip Foreeie it a theé ee i, fe 
a d ifh'n igure 
rain (GN hid fi fro aM “feen 0 TALE fecing e 
Gaps adi jon eh td ] eins ! 
OB. 24. But V loi bg? Chrift, ana: wal ait for aa, a 
and defire hit pad all that are wife think “et 0, 
melort aguist’ fis! 28 v 
Anf. You may 4b all this,” and yet’ ‘you iay 
found foolifh for all this... Evangelical work, 
: beh ah is accompanied with falvation in fome, it wey 
ocriti al in thee ;. _ And therefore tak eed 
dant a Gai chews for fubftance. For pa Le ea the, : 
oft perfection of, wifd nr aaee” love. 
abe Bes ‘he! mote ‘hidden, and ME 8 ‘delufions » 
Ladue é evangelical. There his power ‘is em- 


olf to undermine, and fo to keep his head. O 
that 


Lids eO 


JT 5 “ 


\ON Tees PARABLE oF THE 
uk eA 


we Pouch: but i imagine and fet before our eyes the 
ing condition - of fuch a man! whofe plagues: _ 
Il be: made wonderful, that has been. troubled with | 
‘a: long time, at laft looks, to Chri ,and there refts, 
o hears-all fermons, and there. fall Aleeps, : and 
ders often that-his ways are evil, but never “fut. 
‘is faith to _be- evil, then he comes to Re, and 

ks for Chrift; at laft the wick or {n 
m fets, cand darknefs approaches, a: ‘then 
Sento hell,, Lame he fees Chri t and 


py helen 3) pos D. ke. ny peo i 
thefe pollutions, left you deceive rh rfelves 
fhew ibe that ‘deceit particular rly, iti r 
yet; but go alone and think fadly.. * 
for: juftification by Chrift, and war 
yet perifh. O let me be. fure I get 
not etree me here ? shone not z a: 


truft say ie at shana other, casey Pb toe 48S Ge 
Ufe 2. Take not: up: therefore. every opinion and 
‘doétrine from men, or angel, that bears a fair thew 
of advancing Chrift; for they may, be but the fruits 
of evangelical hypocrify and deceit, that being deceiy- 3 
ed themfelves, may deceive others too; Mat, vii. 1 5. 
“Beware of them that come in fheep’s clothing,” 
the innocency, purity, and meeknefs of Chritt ae 
his people, ‘¢ but inwardly are wolves, proud, cruel, 
© fenforious, {peaking evil of what, they. know not, by 
‘their fruits you fhall: know them.” . Do not think 
beloved, that Satan will not feek to fend delufions 
among us; and do you think thefe delufions 
will come ‘out of the popifh pack, whofe inventions 
{mell 
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above | ground erey™ No, ‘ne muff come, af 
) e with: more’ evangelical fine-fpun devices 
ule “obferyed among” Jefuites-at this days 4 
} r religion by fubtilty, never:o 
\ sa yeligion; but fet it againft-tfel 

( ee fé the, gofpel by the gofpel: and look as: ch 
¢ es. pleading for works had new invented devil 

works ; fo when faith is Sar age men will have 
ventions of faith oie Pepe “sg - salad { 


it; 2 nt 
with, ever | form of f f: 


| bate: Chrifts: 
‘as fhould mifapply Chrift, 
which. was a fpitinagaintt 
. e ¥f it were’ poffible the 
ming with Chrift’s Spirit, they 
elt they oppofe the Spirit-of 
ly medy ‘ig to Hold to Chriit’s words 
PsBreadth from ity Rewiiii, 10. 
d pekentood, and then difpute no: 
peed te Five, cand’: bids oni ‘eat, NO 
Er Ganiter De like “gods 5-We daizaled her 
‘Now the fell) Fakesthe 
ma ‘he wor ! faith; and avn not i 
* Bye weds 515 ores 
"ie Here'fee'the dreadful pitied of all sheen that 
be mies fal fe-hearted i in the she churches, and thay 


ee 


in thefe aie refpedts. © 
hat they fhould’ fo sibnaly Movies aire 


wtf jeme the namé*of God, ‘to-make the glorious 
sofpel of Géd, and all the Sweet doétrines fe grace a 
‘cover | ‘or thei ir hypoerity and-fur, 23 indeed itis tor 
Enot for 2 vee eT be i out ith their 
’ 5 ee) Wie sesh Te qelings 
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RS; but «mow they’ are beyond the:difcovery ofall 
3 Len, Or means: 6 Sarre sd ted aD co bho dots 
Secondly, ‘That they fhould be fo lamentably forfaks: 
“en of God)ias tovbedeéfty/) tut -bsvisosb cis ¥ ¢ ssw 
1. Yo! the moft:fubtile and fpiritual hypocrify in the 
world, which being moft crofs to God, {hall receive 
moft fierce and fearching wrath, For as divines fay 
of Chrift, he was forfaken in foul, becaufe man had 
finnediwith his foul: fo God’s wrath willfearch deep 
inctheir ‘hearts, whofe hearts have guilefully depart. 
mordss |S!" a OIE OVER Oy at 
> fhould lead them fo far, and yet in the 
em; O this is yrath, fora man» 
thesc » almoft to the. 
journey, a : infets, and he — 
left oa wilder: sro}4¥siip.) ese: Sige ee ees 
' Ehirdly, In regard: of the cries of t a 
‘felfragainit them. O that the precious gofp 
coming with fo much peace, love, grace, mercy, fh ould 
win them: 'to» be hypocrites, but never to be friends. 
Beloved, as:there is vengeance of the law, and of | the 
temples) fo there:is vengeance of the gofpel when the: 
foul hall: be drawn before the tribunal-of Chrift, and: 
fhall ftand there quaking, all fins fetain order before’. 
you,-and your mouth fhall be ftopped. ‘What fay you 
then foryour life? O grace and mercy Lord; O now 
fhall sthe) gofpel come forth and fay, all this Indid, J 
ipake, I itrove, I comforted, I terrified; and yet he: 
_ hathoppofed the Lord, and»me} he hath made a- cox. 
ver for all thefevevils, and therefore Lord:let-him never 
be comforted more, John iil..19.. O-Chrift hath heads 
vy things againit thefe times, that take light of the 
gofpel to fee to commit their fin by! And:therefore® 
lament your prefent eftates, you that know yourfelves 
naught, never \yet’ drawn to Chrifty never yet hume 
bled.at the feet of ‘Chrift, and look up to the Lord: 
whatevex mifery he inflicts, not to fuffer thee to bey 
: w woy hdedeived:: 


sr 
4 


Ne 
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TEN VIRGINS. ' 2695 
deceived here ;\'not only to have fuchia faith as maj 
ch hold on Chrift, but he on thee, and:come unto 
the light to-:manifeft. the hidden enmity there.’ Never — 
was yet man deceived, but he'that was. willing to be. 
deceived, that would not ufe the meatis, and’ fearch 
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“Ue 4eLN Lb you'therefpre that live under/the — 


or fome of ‘you. may. 
the time is comm 


‘Torth to ight, will be‘too late. 
Ives then: O therefore fearchy now. 
fery will bexf greatas this, if your heart 
ey I fhall:fpeak-in a) manner but:gene-. 
yon Sut auKTg avo! .o289q oud ui diiw gcumo 
Sign. Thofe that: do believe, and yetifailsin re- 
fpectiof the efficient caufe of; faith, it never had, the 
rightsmakerymevercame out-of: the right ‘fhop, ‘nor 
hint, itrwas nevera faith tofi:God’s making, .but.a 
faith of your own making ; fo that itis‘a bafe'bal- 
tard faith that though iq be born in: the yhoufe, it 
fhall never poffefs the inheritance, becaufe it-was ne» 
ver, begotten lof the -right: father, the Lord) never | 
wrought it, but themfelves ; for many a man is con- 
vinced by the law, and fpirit of bondage, that he muft 
diey and that /he is. a moftrgrievous finner, and that 
when he has:done all, he is unprofitable, but yet he: 
trufts to Chrift, and God’s mercy, and fo believes; he 
finds no great difficulty in this, nor no great needwof» 
thevAlmighty power of the Lord to work)this; and all: 


men. living fhall: never make: vhim think butithat che: 
does. heartily and» truly believe : but afehom, Have 
you no doubt of your eftate, atid of Chrift’s not tak- 


ing hold of you when you take hold of him? Yes, 


1 Re ay but 
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repented of his fin (in his fathion) and reformed him- 
If and family, and loves.the beft things, he believes 


lf, never feeling a need of the revelation and dona- 
n of Jefus to him by the lather, and thus the Lord 
s this man a Chrift, and this man finds the Lord 
uith, and the Lord Jefus redeems this man by price, . 
this man redeems himfelf by power;-and fo the 
fhall have fome glory for providing a Saviour, , 


ae 2 u fe 
mult rat 


words: 


But {eeing he has been troubled about his. eftate, and — 


ithout. queftion, and fo mifapplies promifes ta him- _ 
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words »Hence-thereis a double knowledge of Ci 
oot Afantacy knowledge, asa man that hears ¢ 
-abfent, prefently fancies the thing in his Kt y 
2. There is an intuitive knowledge, ‘Wwhereb he 
doth not only fee words and fancies, but ‘behiolds 
"the things themfelves: Hence it comes to pafs that 
| many a man’ hearing the fame, and receivi 
_ fancy of Chrift, believes.in him, but not feein 
"as. ae is, therein he belieyes in one ‘whom hel 


to many aman, and the gofpel a fealed 
alte lives and remains in the very light 


+ ~-yet Chr iad es, It. XXIx. 4. You 
: Lord has : ot giv- 
te ” fo it is with many 
“y ea ee yore ears the oe: eat 
things of the kingdom of God, yet the Lord h: ‘hot 
given you” si bead to fee ; you have feen deliverances 0 on 
>fea, yet the Lord has not given you hearts to under- 
~ ftand’: and if fo, all your faith is naught, and profef- 
-fion and afietionivilel and eftates milerable, 2 ‘Cor. 
‘i. £8. ** All we with open face,” &c. 
» Object. But many fee it not fo. | 
 Anf. \ confefs fome may fee more darkly, and be 
; ‘mourning: ‘under‘it, yet he that doth not‘in part, he 
to whom it is ‘hid; 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4.is one of them that 
be loft, whofe ‘* eyes Satan has blinded,” John vi. 
45. °* He that has heard and learned of the Father:”’ 
“Many hear, but never learn of the Father ; hence ne- 
ver_come truly unto Chrift; it is in this cafe‘as it is 
awith.a traitor, he comes to the king for his life, | and 
prays forvhis fon’s fake; the king fends for him, and 
faith, Here'is one that begs for your’ fake, dé’ you 
know him? For my fake! I wonder’ on what ac- 
quaintance, he is a ftranger to me, and therefore I 
ag him not: So here. 
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ON THE PARABLE OF THE 
-Thofe that have fome kind of . fightiof 
Piet and fee Chrift, but thereis a wound in the — 
ci becaufe their faith arifes and fprings out, of 
is in fuch a party that never was yet tho- 
nt from his fin,. and here is the great wound 
moft cunning prngeries living: for there. are. 
ings in, him, , Lets eat Ge Re 
“carnal Reore niche pone be. Catichroak nish 
al good with, Chait 5 hence he mut shave: his 
hg bays (hal het aor 23 
inced ee rae eae cannot be quiet-’ 
and mercy, 5. hence gmen. clofe with: 
{ts too. ook pa ed 


ed aft 

Chrift, andt 

Be y Sis 
at 


: times. plea acqua 


ke: xlil. 26, 27. yeh y3$ <i: mOrheRS es Ui- 


Chal, 3 Lu 


“t y,"),.2Peter ii. 19, 20. Some had ed ‘the: 


Bettas of the world, (that you may do) but 
ifh mee lafts, that they never felt, oneromauh tn 
the feeling . of it, and loofening from it: as with apri-! 
cock- “trees. rooted i in the earth, but. leaning on the: 
wall,, fo they. on, Chritt., O candes ofthis, let aman) 


be. alt down, as low as ‘hell by forrow, andslie under: 


your chains, quaking i in apprehenfion, of, terror tos 
come, , let a.man then be raifed up. to heaven i IN) JOYss. 
not table to, live: let a man reform and fhine likes an’ 
earthly, angel, yet if not rent from luft, that either you: 
did never fee it, or if fo, you have not followed the 
Lord to remove it, but proud, dogged, worldly, flug-. 
gith ftill, falfe in your dealings, cunning in your trad-. 
ings, devils in your families, images in your: church: 
es: you are objects of pity now, and fhall be of tertor 
at the great day; for where fin remains in power, it!) 
will bring faith, and Chrift, and joy into bondage and) 
fervice of itfelf. aot fwd \ Aha 
Sign 4... Thofe that. believe,. fo ‘failb.of prt 
faith | in regard of the very,act of believing andiclofing : 
with 


# 
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with ‘Chrift, viz, they clofe with Chrift, but j 
without a high efteem of him) or love'to him, they 
. Rave fome; but right grace confifts in a ‘kind of fum 
‘mity, or excellency, elfe it is not right, ‘1 Pet. a, &. 
_ To you that believe he is precious, and hencé it comes 
— to’pafs, ‘ ae 
1. That fome never come: to find or enjoy Cl 
becaufe they will not come off to the price of 
to fell themfelves out ofall forhim. © = 
~ 2. Some fell him away again in time 
hike Efau that fold his birthright, and a 
thing of it; becaufe the bond is not tr 
down they fall f ig Do) am 


3. Hence 


in‘heaven, (and of faints on earth) “‘ He comes unto | 
<“his own, and his own efteem him not,”’ ‘his own 
love him not, his own receive him not: him that ‘is 
the glory of ‘heaven, the beauty of the Father, the 
delight of faints, the wonderment of angels, he I fay 
is not efteemed by many a man, that in his judgment 
efteems hint, and in his’ heart does defpife him. There 
are two partsof thisefteem. 1. To efteem him only, 
Johniv. 44. 2. Himever and alway, Pfalm xxiii. 
260, “Thou art my portion forever.” Many fay’ 
they efteem Chrift, but to be ever loving “him, 
ever looking on him, this is not their frame. © O think 
of this, fail here of your valuing of him, and you fail 
everywhere: (tee 28h es e ee 
1 Sign'5. Thofe that’ believe, but they fail in 
their’end ; and thefe may for a while in a hot fit prize 
water, prize Chrift and mercy above’ all things in the 
world, but their end is naught: fo that men here 
may’ afk and never have, becaufe of their lufts: As a 
man thatilies on his death-bed, or in a fea-itorm in ae 
Ais . of 


| 
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‘him. A man lies upon the bed of horror of heart, 
may prize-Chrift to comfort him, and getting a 


‘a man would think he was fealed with the Spirit. 
rift, and yet his end being naught, Chrift only 
fort him, miffeth of Chrift in conclufion; - for 
man believes indeed, he receives Chrift for 
he Father fent him, viz. to be king. and fove- 
-whole man as well as Saviour, Pfalm 
en your gates that the-King of Glory,’* 


Secs: Rom: g. s¢ I am perfuaded nothing hall 
<‘ feparate us from the love of Ghrit , our Lord,” 
our Lord aswell as Jéfus. Indeed Johmvi. 15. fome 


be their cook, he provided loaves for them: 
Pfalm lxvi.25 3. ‘* Becaufe o: thy power 
« mies fhall flatteringly fubmit :”. it is but 
notfaith ;.look to it therefore. Sis, Sade 


x 


s Sign 6. Thofe: that believe, but fail -in regard 
of the ule of the gofpel, and of the Lord Jefus, and 
thefe we reid of, Jude iii: viz. of fome men that did 
turn “ grace into wantonnefs ;” for therein appears 
the exceeding evil of a man’s heart, that not only the- 
law, but alfo the glorious gofpel of the Lord Jefus 
works in him all manner of unrighteoufnefs 5 and it 
is too common for men at the firft work of converfion, 
‘O.then to cry for grace, and Chrift, and afterward 
grow licentious, live and lie in the breach of the law, 
and take their warrant for their courfe from the gof- 
pel; I fhall not name all the ways that men do fo, 
but {will only fpeak that which confcience and com- 
pailion moves Meito; not to begin, but if poflible to - 
{till divifion, and what I fhall {peak fhall be by way 
of prevention. a Sy Se 

1, Take. heed of-making graces in a chriftian the 
weaknefles of a chritian; for this is to make darknefs. 
light, and grace wantonnefs indeed: Is it not "Fake 

4 heed 


hell, he may now prize and take hold on Chrift to _ 


eit of it, be wrapt up almoft in an extacy of joy, » 


t flattery, 
ae 
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heed then of thinking or faying counterfeit or fal 
- fan@tification confifts in feeling fomething in a me 
felf, as love to, delight in the Lord and his’ 
True fanctification in feeing nothing, no love, nd de 
lights Why the apoftle Paul knew “ that inhi 
“ein his flefh dwelt no good thing,” but he 
it flefh there, and groans under it, yet he felt 
within ‘clofing with the law without; and'ble 
Lord for it, and that was himfelf. Do you th 
Holy Ghoft comes on a man as on Bez 
mediate acting, and then leaves him, aa 
nothing: Yes be 
(2 Cor. xiii. 9) 
forting, dwe 


n you, com- 
» lar. 1g, pi the heart for 
‘to be puft up with grace, or reft in it, 
grace is not that fin. > Lae 
ed of making weakneffes graces or du- 
: thes yd Ait ae Mie VEIVRAE A160? ZO 
 Firf, To make poverty of fpirit, the fight of no- 
thing in a man’s felf; why, he that is poor has hea- 
ven for his, and fo Chrift'and promifes, and has faith 
his, at Teaftfome: feeds: Now to fee nothing now, 
- istofee: an untruth, and to’tell a flat lie to God, and. 
men, and ‘feripture too. Indeed a man that’is poot 
doth-ufually fee nothing, but that is his weaknels, not 
afiyh Braces atocad? Hoe BI 
_ Secondly; To fay there is no difference between gra- 
_ces'of hypocrites and faints. Why fo? Becaufe f can- 
_ not fee'any: Is this your weaknefs or your wifdom, 
you'can feenone? And will you make your weaknels 
your religion ? fe 
Thirdly, That a man muft not evidence his jultifi- 
cation ‘by his fanétification, I fpeak of that which acs 
companies falvation. Why fo?.Becaufe then there 
will be comfort to-day, and forrow to-morrow, grant 
it, but'then‘confider, 1. That is either a man’s weak- 
néfs and ignorance that he doth not'fee'it, or'2. His 
wickednefs and carelefnefs that has ftained that work : 
Mm And 


4 
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will you make this. a duty, a grace ? O but many 

been deceived here; grant it, and will you make — 
wretched bafenefs of heart the foundation of this 

urthly,, That a man muft fee no faving work, 
take comfort from any promife until he is fealed : 
; why fo? Becaufe many tall chriftians have de- 
themfelves fo, and deluded themfelves there, 
en kept off from Chrift; and truly I believe it 
But what of that? Shall mens weaknefs be 
work? No, beloved, for a man be- 
is fealed, -Ephef. 1-15. And. hence 
d now for. himes@ de i : 


13. nopthat dwt i | 
{elves here (it is. -f 
cmeantif you do fo) till aa 
obhisipiritydsinGoon s stk te ae | 
sfligiolf your do: account them weaknefles, yet take © 
heed your clofing with \Ghrift -do-not -caufe you.to: 
omake:a light matter) of fin, either notito take notice 
offins'at all, only look to Chrift;, (it is not I but fin 
as being the act of the outward man ; one, calls this - 
to unknow a man’s felf) or not to be deeply, fenfible 
of them, and fo ufe Chrift as your fhoe-clout to.wipe 
them off; O this is dangerous : the fpirit of joy, ne- 
ver quenched the fpirit of forrow. Capernaum en-- 
tertained Chrift, and yet perifhed: O fhe repented 
not! What muft we repent after we be in Chrift ! 
Yes, Jer. xxx. 19. “¢ After 1 was turned I repented.”’ 
It argues a bold confcience, when men, as they look. 
tono good themfelves, fo to no fin in themfelvyes, but 

wholly to Chriit. : 

4. Take heed of thofe doctrines which in fhew lift 
up gracey but indeed pull it down, orjany, part of it, 
asi Ka) See ian 

Firft;: To think that the letterjof the whole, {crip- 
ture holds-out noi more thania covenant of aworks, a 

moft 


| 
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a moft prodigious fpeech, though coloured with ia 
vancing a fpiritual covenant of graces rele no’ W 
but Chritt. RGN DS) 

_ Secondly, Under a thew of sagan God's 
‘in doing all, to fay the ordinances are not mean 
only: océafions of converfion, 0 3) 
‘Thirdly, Under a thew of ' sivinglatlo to sie ) 
-abolifh that plain truth, as to fay we are not’ jaftii 
by faith, which though it be true, not really;s 
fimply, by: faith'in itfelf confidered as aww 
fay [not relatively; as'the Lord is app3 

“itis falfe. If we = off the power 
let us not caft/of the | 
wholefome x 


ruth,’ yet 
Pp. ae form of 


ke heed of mz ing as a man 
not perfuaded to believe, under a thew 
Ar Spirit of Grace dovall... And brethren 
not the Spirit of Grace accompany the word of 
srace? are not evangelical commands part of that 
‘word ? is ‘there not a power going along with them? 
what is'this'but'to take from. God’s book?» and she 
“that fo deth; God yi blot him ‘sah of the, bool of 
‘life, Rev. sexii9g. 
> oURifthly, “Phat a chriftian i is to eather no aatnaané 
from particular conditional! promifes under colour of 
receiving all from Chrift and grace. ‘rue, them 
that have ‘nothing to do with them, ought not 5 
but’ for thofe that have to do with them as their inhe- 
ritance;' not to apply and make ufe of them for their 
‘comfort, it is to trample under foot Chrift’s blood that 
has purchafed them for that end, and it is to raze out 
in Our praGice the greateft part almot of the cove- 
nant of grace. 

- Sixthly, That the law ought ott “ our rule of 
life under a‘fhew of being freed'from it bysChrift,, as. 
though Chrift came to fet hell-gates open for men to 

“do what they ‘pleate. “Shall Iday any more?) Iam 
wenty with foeakine, Pdefire rather to:goafide. and 
te Mm 2 mourn, 
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np, and to think there is fomewhat amifs why the 
lets thefe out. You that are fincere, ‘fearch’ © 
eep clofe with Chrift, and fetch more life from ~ 
and though accounted under a covenant of 
with men, yet rejoice, you know it is better i 
ou in his fight. And you that are weak, be- 
and take heed, and do not confider what I, > 
Holy Ghoft has cleared this day : andas for’ 
em that do turn grace into lafcivioufnefs, not in- - 
but practically ; :not in all things but 
onfider this fcripture, Jude iv. men® 
”” they-thrive, and © 
t.tHey have condem- 


7 y 


“CHAP. SIV. SECU, 


Shewing.that there is a va/t difference betwixt a fincere 

Chriftian, and the clofeft hypocrite. 9 

Dod... 3¢ HAT there is. a vaft and great internal 
eds. difference between thofe that are ‘fin- 
cere indeed, and the clofeft hypocrites. © Or, ‘there 

are certain qualifications within, and operations of 
. God 
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| God upon the fouls of the faithful, which make a 
ry great difference between them, and the clofeft hy~>” 
pocrites. ee ’ - tae 35. J 5 

For the Lord Jefus here fees the difference, and 
fhews the difference, though but generally I confefs 
in this verfe ; fome were wife, others were foolifh; 
dom and. folly are different qualities, and th 
thefe keep, their refidence chiefly in the mind, y¢ 
Lord never. did infufe any true wifdom into the 


put there was a great change of the heart, n pls 
was any man, left,unto his own folly, batiit did-not'>° 
rt arife ‘from: ” 


only argue an evil heart, but did evet 
thence, Eph. iys"ts that Chrift not only fees, but 
difcovers to. a va{t difference for them to» 
take notice,of : I contels th » difference was not only 
5 hk ae Wie hE | Be) ae Free ary ytxy 
: a nenefs, Or common convere 
f the world, yet a difference — 
opening of this point, I fhalk” 
2: LE Coe Abe rie] gid PTS 


ere is, For the 
open. thefe particulars. 
4. That the Lord does make this inward difference. 
_2.,That itis fo. great that the faithful do fee it2\ > 
gy’ That, it 1s fo great that others cannot’ receive it~ 
when it is offered. 4 deieeaea ian 
4. That itis fo great that they cannot underftand’ 
5. The. reafons why the Lord makes this internal’ 
difference. F 9 Bit DLLOW 
1. That the Lord does make it: only fome ferip- 
tures now, Eph. v. 8. ‘* You, were darknefs now are 
“light.” Eph. ii. 1. * You were dead, now are 
< alive.? lt is true there is'a life hypocrites have, 
which puts much diflerence between them and others ; 
but if that does, what does the life of Chrift in a man 
arifing from the death of every fin? Acts xxvl. 18. 
The, Lord. turns. not only from “ darknefs to light, 
<¢ but,from, the power of Satan to God,’ together 
with: which arifes remiffion of fins. Whatis this then 
but a.greater. change than from hell to heaven ? Is ‘it 
wor ies el ali eer 2 TOP 


ON THE PARABLE OF THE 

not worfe than hell to be under his, not only tempta- 
fions, but power? And is it not better to be with God, 
be in heaven ? Be sag “s SUMS | 


at firft work it is like a confufed chaos, they know 
what to make of it, but afterwards they can and 
‘t John v. 18, 19. We know we'are “born of 
od, free from the dominion of fin,” of which he 
ks, and that the whole world Jies in wickednefs. 
a man is born again, he fees no difference be- 
and other men, but now he doth ; ‘and 
frequent in feripture for faints to exprefs 
e of their double éftate, Tit) iii 2. 

C. ry 


except they be teprobates, 2 Co! ee: 
command to give thanks for 1 his, 
which commands being evangelical, hav 
all’ the ele@. A SESS akon) cu 

3. It is fo great that others cannot receive it when 


it'1s offered, they ate fo fat from having it in them, 


13. 


or ‘counterfeiting, or making this inward:work that | 

_ they cannot receive it, no not when the Spirit itfelf 
Ae PROD O81 sero! ee 161 PS hie ose hut 

, comes to work it, John xiv. 17. he Spirit of truth 


“* which ‘the world cannot receive 5’? it doth receive 
prophetical gifts, and common graces; but there’ is 
a higher and more divine work which they cannot re- 
ceive, ‘Rom. Vill. 7. “It is not fubject, nor can ‘be 
“fubject to the law of God,” where the hélinefs 
of God ‘appears. | ee ae H Res 
4. It is’ fo great that they cannot underftand it 
what itis fpiritually, only in fancy, 1 Cor. ii, 14. 
“neither can “he know them ;’? and hence men lie 
stopping all their life for grace, and afk and have not, 
becaufe they ‘know not the thing they would have, 
John iv.'to.° Tf thou kneweft thou would afk, and 
“« he would give.” A beaft catinot conceive what a’ 
life a man leads, pho: DIRIB 
5. Now 


- It is fo great that the faithful do fee it. I con- 


‘a power to | 
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5.,.Now follow the reafons why. the Lord doth 
make this internal difference or fhewing that, there as 
this difference. ey 
5) aah nb awidne; so teil} Leste. OF re i}. o@ 
aa SERD LOR 2Oe fo b S$ E Ce ks; Tl. 5 ay wy 4 I at 1B : 


Hee eee VS i 


mf a] yt Fay i " +eAR 
». Reafon 1. IN regard of the infinite love of th 
Father, which he bears to the meanelt believer,a 
the mott glorious hypocrite that ever lived... 1 
‘everlafting love, and it is like that love, he 
‘wards his own n, John xvii, £6... ae 
Lord’s love .be not common to both, 

work, or, frul his love common 


difference, U 
i porte ay 
pr ea 
ks of Ve 5 


ate in his people, glorion 
| face ap 


sera. O32 i 


uy 
Bret 


pearing mm the g 


; BWictey jon /2sodic Bt FHQIR aa 0 Geer 
‘egy oe makes many promifes 0! lave unto. 


his people, which to the very heart to chear them, 
- gBholatighta ds agdw 200 guiaabsoardee, 999 
ee 1e Lord }confines not his love. to., looks and 
words, though. it is wonderful to have the leaft of 
them ,but you may read his love in his. works.of 
_. Joves,, Now thofe works peculiar to them, are firfk 
and, chiefly the donation 0 

demption to,a,man in vocation ; and, then the pecu- 
liar fruits of this love expreft in peculiar operations 
upon, the foul, and in the foul, which God’s truth in 
the new coyenant promiles, and God's taithfulnefs 
executeth, Jer. Xxxi- 33- and xxxii, 40. to takeaway 
the .‘« ftony heart,’” to, write “laws in the ,heart,’” 
to. “put fear into the heart ;”? thefeare the peculiar 
effects. of this new, covenant, and they are operations 
in aman, which only the clect fee! and wonder at 
grace for, Ephet. il. 4) 5+ “ According, to his nent 
ove 


\, 
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ve hath he quickened us together with him:%? 


is brought home to Chrift. Look as the bodies 
he faints fhall be different at the laft day, fo when 
od raifeth their fouls from the dead here, there is 
fference now. i i colina Ae 

cafon 2. In regard of the death.and blood of the 
_Jefus, which was fhed not only. that he might 
God unto them, but that they might be a ‘* pe. 


- ple, but 
for this 
his people in 
be a golden hea 
clay, and becauf 
here, until it * 


faithful, are the fame with Chrift’s, the fame in kind 
and nature, John i. 16. “ From his fulnefs we have 
“received grace for grace;” hence we are -faid- tos 
“¢ bear his image,’’ and becaufe it is but little at firft, 

§.0 hence 


ere is a kind of refurrection of a man’s foul when _ 


are made in their meafure like unto him: fo 


‘tween the Lord Jefus, and 


® 


‘did = 


that they were hypocritical or common, which t 


°TEN VIRGINS. 


without meafure, but alfo he had many divine q 
lities, habits, or graces, which it is blafphemy to think 


faithful receive from his fulnefs, and wherein t 


faints‘have not only the Spirit, but alfo thofe p 
ar operations of it wrought in them by the §; 
whereby they come to be made like unto. th 
Jefus: Hence as there was an infinite 
the belt hy 
likenefs that they "have of the Lord | 


fo the 
3, makes a. 
difference 
and a beaft, a beaft and a man, fo 
ious life which «faints have begun here 
hich none have but themfelves, 1 Pet. v.. 
fe the * far{t fruits,” the which is meat. 


ei hae ay 7 ‘ 3 2 Ay eam i : 
ich ho man knows of that lies in hy- 
ars eT fe es -<e 


eed * 


here { ould be no difference, then 
vils we ild*follow: 1. This lays a foundation 

fF contempt of grace, and of the beauty of holinefs 
in the hearts and lives of God’s people: for look 4s 


_ it is in the’work of the Son in redemption, if Chrilk 


fhould have died’as* mtich for Judas as for Peter, and 
fufpended the act of faith to apply this on the free, 
will of either, then Judas had as much caufe to thank 
Chrift for his kindnefs as Peter: and Peter had no _ 
more caufe of blefiing Chrift for his love in redeem-_ 
ing him than Judas; and what cold praifes will 


he then give him: So if the Spirit of Chritt fhould™ 


fanétify-or call a faint no more than an hypoetite, 
then the one has no more caufe to be thankful for 
the work of the Spirit than the other: and when a 
mamcomes tolook upon the work of the Spirit, and 
the graces of it, there is cold watcr caft upon thofe ; 
this is no more than what a -hypocrite has. *Chritt 
has not. only redeemed by price, but allo by power, 

: Na | - frome 


‘from glory to glory,” 2 Cor. iii 18." Now: 
Jefus had not only the Spirit which he had. 


. 


BisdacsaeQN Ge RARADUE BF THE 
; ACRE mera 14), Sante SbTS cin Nevo swand ylao 
from the power of Satan, fin, darknefs,,delufion, and 
. Hotito be thankful for this, is not)to be thankful. for 
the redemptionof Chrift: ¢Thouvdhaltnever have it 
~ then thatodoft! defpifesthe [Spirit of: grace, . whereby 
‘thou art but commonly fanifieds oyu says og) = 
2. Becaufe this jabolifhes the ufe of all conditional 
> ehh ok AP San G BN 8 A 
“promifes made in the word: for you know they are. 
Wade ito fome qualification or work of the, Spirit\in a 
fome’ to:mourning, poverty, faith; hi nger, loft- 
..now,’ if there fhould besno; 


y that | 
Pavilb aivfwers. Sa 
fatisftedacc a. Ther uferofs th 
| slots) forwhy hiomld acinaith 
2Godis! flnkcisisvel ttl lec ie - 
‘mon love ‘to him andhypoerites 271f it | 
éné thas: Chtitt, the dthbe Dect odhanfy 
true, Ibutithen bak Wh ods he aC! 
\needsbe.tosa:particular: people.defcribed in the 


iby their'peculiar) qualities, flowing from eee 


cand fubjedtseby which they/areijknown?,and new 


cwonfider, Revioxxii: 1o:0fls God asGod,of, the dead, 
«s* and notiof the livingconly3!%, 4 hloig ow brA: 
“lug soBecaufe this makes:-the mofe holy mensithat-e- 
‘wer lived deceivers of themfelves and, others, 5) .on- 
ly \look.‘upon John, Chriit’s beloved:difeiple, and 
‘boformcompanion, he had recéived.the. anointing 
‘to’ knowchim ‘that is true, ** and: he! knew:he,, chew 
“him, r John ii. 3. But how did he know that ? 
che might be deceived: (ast is) ftrange)t fee swhat a 
mélancholy fancy will dos andthe pair It,5/ as 
honeft: men are'reputedita have weak, brains, and ne- 
“ver faw the depths of! the fecrets of God. )..-What is 
his’ ‘laft-yproof 2/6 becaufeowe» know, his command- 
“cyments,”i 2, we have then: writ dh our hearts,.and 
~keep them, though we cannot fulfil them, it makes 
us every way more holy: Chrift doth not keep them 
love, 
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only, but we oe, his: grace keep them ; — 
proves. i ‘bya ework:in him. °'Now thus k replys 
a iworks in’ the fouls of faints be conimon <to hypo- 
- érites, then John went’ upon: falfe grounds; deceived 
ifelfy’ and all that heard: chim;/and/all) the: chure 
es ae Sect cre to this. day. yinsnrates apdtts H9 oe 
BUS Ee tO eC ey} 5 fod qe? sigs2oe |. : 
» an wit en oie Ss by c si ite Ti Oi REE it A 
“ pure Coif” TO. the: papifts, who} un: 
writings; feek' to‘fhame the churches: of Ghriit 
ng, that the y deny ‘all: inherent: righteouf 

a aces; indieing at many juft by ther 
hrift, and/in’ th e meant while to rema 


cafe ot ghott sto vrottenefs. 
awithin® ("7 rs ithat ‘have 
ot |‘thefe Ben whereby they 

p rofeflion, Land!keepythe! people 


. at ity and oppofition againit theiways 
cé ?/Now weido‘not only deny this,-but 
e Lord ‘doth not only out of the 
accept ‘usin Chrift, but out of the 
own the Spirit of grace, not,only 
Si his ‘Ev reavil andvmoral, 0 hypocritical; but that 
é Lord works thereby fich a’ ‘change 'as) ds not to 
Te aindobatc hot refined: hypocrites breathing. - 
And we profels, though sour ‘jultification ,doth: not 
‘confift'in this, yet whoever hath not this:is not jufti- 
fied: Gwhatever he may: imagine) in the fight, of God. 
ei ak elee the churches: of the Lord fefus 
Hever eae mouths of thofe: blafphemers: fof 
his'namé, in lenying all righteoufnets in; caenipisele at 
ab deny Ht to” juttity, deny it not altogethersn 
'& SO Ofer. of Conus Of ‘an old -Arminian » neve ord 
they hold and) maintain an)‘ inherent’ ghia 
put! that'there’is no difference’ between the; gracesjo of 
. beliévers and hypocrites, sonlypin! (theirecontinuance, 
and that is by*chance' stoos/and’ doubtiulgvit« if: they 
Light 884. and for thissparpole cite many, gg 
SAS. 11. one my eooty n2 a4 denomt Ist ¢ sothree 
nett aqssa jon diob itiid font vew VI9To 4 


ae Ee 
i 


ipa 
chet ‘out o 
_ And ‘hed 


ee yt fel se they 
ds meant of fuch as had - 
ae and lafti ng, and. ‘external 


be eh yeu eeae 
neta i won ihews 
zt F hive e that fal laway, Davi 
erieus, “Alexan ef, 3 la Y 


Sah) 0 ae eat tiie oF the et f grace, together» 
with their éwn ‘expétience, for they. conceiving. grace. 
tobe but a mean thing, and not underftanding it,’ 
beeatife they hever felt it in themfelves; hence make. 
no ‘difference between one man and another, , and. 
hence’ ‘maintain apoftacy from | grace. | hope I,need.. 
not ftir ‘you up ‘to abhor this conceit; confidering » 
what’ H38 been faid. I grant, indeed, a man. may falk ». 
away from ‘grace, ‘confidering grace without Chrift to; 
keep Tt "Butt yet‘it is in itfelf fuch a living fountain, 
as in itfelf does ‘not perifh, though i If may; and inves ~ 
ipect' of ‘Chrift, itcannot, Ob}. 


SPIDo 


& 


above the fire 


ate 3 
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Obj Did‘not ‘Adam fall from all grace? ae 
oot Yes, becaufe he had neit A cea aes fe 
— the Spirit of grace, nor powe: ce\te 


fupport and keep him ; butiit is G. 
aa a, ‘to put ‘his fear ‘in 
att, and to give the Sp sirit of Chrift, 

fromthe dead. ote Belaulé't live, 
allo,” ‘John xiv. 19. And | “© power 
.§. So that though it” 
as ‘from falling, y > tru 
oe 
ne Wat 


as 4 >y 


it’ was a 


from grace, as th 
or does fall fom 


b barel) confi- 
ani wr then th lee 
at “are 1 Tits, and the Ce. 
Spirit-that wor! ‘in the t fame Spirit fn, 
the unfaithful, to work 1 any ftrange orks in.them,, 3) 
1 Gor! kites) \ ‘Neither does fupernatural power 
of the Soitit aitti aguith (1 mean that which i is above 
the ftrength’o nature, not that wee is above the ufe 
ofinature 5. re ctooks all God’s works to its 
felf): forthe of prophefy and: common joy are 
th of mere nature, but the differeace 
lies'in‘the work itfelf. As it is in creation, the leaft 
fpear’ of * “grals: has the fame power to make it, that, 
made heaven’ ‘and angels ; 3; is there no difference then ! Be 
Yeésy it lies'in the ve ery. work or ‘effedt. of that power. a 
And as it is ina cedar and a ‘fly, there is more. excel, 
leney in the former, in fome tefpects, but, ‘the latter 
has’ another life, which ‘the | other has not : fo the: .< 
meaneft. believer is better than the ‘moft glorious hy- sc 
pocrite,. 
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pocrite. And look as it was with Saul, when he was 
ano inted king, there was a new {pirit came upon him, 
the {pirit of a king, \ which common fubjects had not ;_ 


fg.when Godt makes. kings and prielts | in be Chri 
ie PSUR: another. ff i 


5a it is not in. other me! 


s there by. faith but. not onl iby t 
liar effe ana: j e 


pee te ein ; 

-ininelf, puts.no: CEy/.1 

the work itfelf. .. 'O therefo 

i. have now. the spud, ane 

Chriii.work, there? 4. John, 

aide of. branches there, fr uith ak 1 

the, difference in the, ve ry, ft Tul aa the uA 
@4,,Q.then, terror eit : i ee 

ee with, common. werk andl ‘uth sie 

good, ,Xou have ESR, tN he fhe Te 

pented;,Iudas, did fo, - Ye ie, oe 

things, .and take seis dr ie 

dinances);, fl ofe.} 


jaints, Balzamp did fo. Yon u have behel 
Lord, Jefus, as. i it prefent. on, fa “ma 
heard. shim, and. Were, lifted up. to. Rew ae 
Shall. tee him at, laf. i in, slory indeed. a ae 
fires are, good! ‘Many thall f “ent i. 
therefore confider of you 
fet before. thee.all t the me e 
people. with, | {ans fay, O that ne 
low, ya uth Mts has, done ES ib a i 


LOG see | 


* 
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Pepe SIRO: aS é oa foi SEW Ive au f gata bs LEK 


dae st ful ic > ee re iff #0 un 
Hie: Hence it may gesielttarrehe dnl 


ay a y know v the : bleffe 7 his’ eftatey’ by 
lia efs” of a a work ‘within’ him. For #656 
there ould be no difference ‘between thofe® gta 
tha “hypocrites and in faints no 
we iP Webi i8e faith, and debre in‘on, ag 
Minh & ‘in’ ae her, “ther eres ould kno: a 
ednefs of the it eftates ry work ; bit 


‘the Lor d has mad “ii Sat rate 
that G God kng ‘ and themfelv 
Y= ved Oi Lecaey. 


) fee of ich ot 
¢ and’ fate eftate. oBy 
: : Janes | 


ee ae et it Fe 
a or. a ie ‘of a! 

Sa i en 

fer hi was moft ‘oppo at San git 
us hen they entered into ‘a pectiliar 

fo that they" cannot ‘part, and tho’ — 

do depa rt, yet they ftay not long.” So’ here? TE 

eet have’ alked the. “Afaelites, how ‘they: ‘did 

uld’ aved from the ia eae 

“You'that 


i doh Be Bie deftroying angel ‘of Geis SHARAGe 
‘foal. feeisoy millions of people, and that in thé nighe- 


“time, when they leaft fufpedt it. Notwithftanding 
alt 


ES ae “* 
ON THE PARABLE OF THE ; 
By ‘ Bie is ‘ RES fe Pete. & oe 5 
iverances, miracles, plagues and repentafices, 
u be preferved? Yes, the Lord has promifed 
if, and revealed it.. To whom? To them that “have 
ir door-pofts fprinkled with. Chrift’s blood, appre- 


d by the work of faith, Rom. iii. 24, 25. Heb. 
2. If one fhould have afked the Lord Jefus him- 
whom he loveth? he would, - Joh 


know that? Is he ne 
properties wrought in 
becaufe all thefe an hypo I 
Lord Jefus has done very ly in 
own theep, by fuch properties to be rh 
cover them no more than fo: It«is_ true, 
crite has fomething ‘like all thefe, but not thefe | 
deed. If you fay, Yes, then a man may know his 
blefled eftate by thefe. The promifes, Prov. viii. 17. 
‘<I: love them that love me.” But how do you 
_knownyou love the Lord ?. There is the queftion, If 
Satan and blind carnal reafon afk this queftion, you 
willbe filled:with accufations, and never fatisfy them; _ 
for he that accufed Job to God’s face, will much 
more to their own faces, accufe faints of hypocrify: 
if uncharitable men that never had the love of Chrift 
abiding in their hearts, you will never fatisfy thenr 
but if the Lord. afk the. queftion in his word, hold 
there, and the work is'fo clear, that though there 
has been much decay, yetvafter recovery, the foul 
dares eye the Son, and fay, ‘* Lord, thou knoweft 
‘all things, thou knoweft that | love thee,” John’ 
XXi. 


_ devil, are’ ver 


) TEN. VIRGINS.” 


xxl 17, Hence by this work you may come, to 
know your fafe eftate. . ek, 
-1, A man may know his bleffed eftate in refpe& of 


: time paft, by a work, i. ¢. with a word or prom 


made to it, and the Spirit revealing of it, viz. the’é. 
verlafting thoughts and election of God toward him, — 
om. vill. 28. ‘‘ Them that love God, whoare c 
“ ed according to his purpofe,” notwithftandin 
their miferies and fins; yet love him, and fo. 
“* ed according to his purpofe,’’ for fo 11 
raifes up his thoughts.. I know the world is fi 
want of love, apd think it eafy fo to dg, an: 
p. the Lord, as they think, while 
wh he time of 
e phemers of him, 
e whereby faints may raife up 
“ee God’é | ve,on Thefish> 4352 
r election of God.” How fo? Ims 
“Some divines think angels fee it not fo, 
is peculiar to God fo to do, but mediate. 
- our word came in power and in much aflur- 


¥" ‘tor Ol % 
ance to make you enlarged for God, to turn you from 


the:ord pled 
pation sade 


idols unto God, and: to ‘wait: for Chrift in heaven, 


feeing him here butas ina glafs. And by the fame 
Spirit Paul faw it, bythe fame Spirit they might 


"much miore feeit, and fo the elect may fee its And 


if experience may be added to the truth, how;many 
of God’s people daily, knowing their work of:vocati- 
on and glory, afcend from thefe lower ftairs! of the 
Lord’s ladder, to the higheft of election, and there 
are {wallowed up with eternal wonderment, filling 


their hearts with that joy and peace, that the weak ta- 


bernacle of flefh and blood cannot bear the weight of 
that glory long; that by works fee'the promife, and 
bythe promife of love, behold. eternal ‘thoughts of 
love: and hence promifesiare faid tobe giventto faints, 


«© before the world) began :” » Becaufe ~promifes to 


them that thirft, mourn, believe, &c. are not bare 
tj Oo. words 
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Bai; but eternal ly in which oe fee God's 
~“purpofe. 

“Teo. In refpedt of time _prefent, by it we cae our 
efent union to the Lord Jefus, 1 Johnii. 4. ‘ He 
at faith 1 know him, and keeps not his command. 
ents,’is a liar.’ Yes, that is true negatively, 
may,a man, ought a man to fee or kaow his union 
ively by this? Anf. v. 5. Many faid, they did 
and love the Lord, but he that keeps his word, 
are fweet! Itis pleeens. to cleave to him i in 


Rae © are in shee Tf 
it were poflt wow they know they 


ours t fo here. 
nature of devils, tOy 
there till the ily ad h 
God has changed our vile 
wills like unto his glorious. will, & 
givenefs, Luke vii. 47. ‘« Much is "forgin 

3. In refpect of the ftate of glory for ti 
come. We may know our bleffed eftate by Lek. 
a-Cors ii. 9. .‘¢ Eye has not feen what the Lord has 
<iprepared for them. that ‘love him.” Pal ERI 
1g. ‘© Oh how great is thy goodnefs laid up for 
‘<'them that fear thee!” 2 Cor.y¥. 3. “ If cloathed 
“© with Chrift,”? whole Chrift, ver. 5, 6. ‘* He has 
“<< fitted us for this, and given. the earneélt of the Spirit, fs 
which, Rom. viii. 23. “are firlt-fruits of glory, there- 
<* fore we are confident.” 

Obj. But if you look to yourtelves, you will have e 
peace to day and forrow to-morrow. . 

Nay, we are always confident, and yet Paul did 
not now go on in a covenant of Work Now whe- 
ther a man firft comes to know his eftate by a work, 
word, and fpirit, fo.that there are three things to e& 
widence our happy eftate, or whether two things « on- 
ly, viz. a general word and {pirit, T intend not to 

difpute, 


ord’s wilt is. 
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Nay, « be it unto thee as thou wilt,” Matths 
276: m 


in yo es in dafhing 
What Chr an heart can 
“without being angry and: 
efs of mens’ hearts? . ‘The. 
ken peace to fome mens’ hearts thus, he 
{hall be found, ‘“ He that believes in'm 
all be found, “ He that believes: im me 
r hunger, and he that comes to me fhall 


Lord’s, Spirit helps 

not do it) peace. For the major is the word, the: 
minor experience, and the conclufion the Lord’s Spi- 
rit’s work quickening yout fpirits to it. Now fay 
fome, how do you know this? = Thus you may be 
miftaken, for many have been deceived thus. Grant 
that, and fhall a child not take bread whemit is giver 
him, though dogs fnatch at it 2 What fhould one do 
then? Bring their work to the light, to the trial of 

the word, which you know does but two thingseso. 
“1, Shews what God is. And £3 

pa 2. What man is, and fo difcovers and deferibes all- 
hypocrify of men, and all grace of men, mow if it 
will not bear the trial of the word, convince them 
they have gone on sania covenant of ‘works indeed : 

ra OOo te? _ But 


ON THE PARABLE OF THE 
gut if it will, hold there, take heed then of falfe wit- 


fs againft the truth of God ; fo that do not con- 
mn the work of Chrift in any man, where it is of | 
e right amp, and has Chrift’s image upon it, and 
pluck men from their claim to Chrift’s love re- 
ed in his promife. But learn to difference it once, 
then I am perfuaded the fad differences that be- 
1 to appear, would foon be ended among all them 
love the truth in Chrift Jefus, 2 Peter i.-4. 
lereby are given to us that have precious faith, 
“ceeding great and precious promifes.’’ The 
le to his people, Oh but he gives them 
bonds and bills, andiiwritings to thew 
nd riches. of y 


OF rich grac 
peace. Oh b 
they may be 
What as thofe do t 


ve the! 
mifes? ‘Why are they called c 
Precious promifes are not common t ings. Precious : 
promifes are not the portion of a bafe world. Pre-— 
cious things God never gives to dogs; and believe 
me, you may come to know the price of them in the 
times of your horror on death-bed, that account 
them common now. Oh but many reft on promifes 
without Chrift! That is all one, the faithful by 
them come to partake of the divine nature of Chrift, 
ot his Spirit, of divine confolations, peace, grace, 
and this is not building on a work, or refting ona — 
bare promife, when it carries you to Chrift and the. 
everlafting embraces of him. It is’ no matter what 
promife gives peace, fo long as it lands us in Chrift.. 
And therefore a man may know his bleffed eftate by 
a work, only let me put in three CANONS, yc e fips 
1. Take heed you do not in your judgment, or-in 
your practice go about to move to Lord to love you. 
by your works, though it be of his. making. For 
all works are fruits, no caules of the Lord’s love, for 
this is Popery indeed, and it is hypocrify.. fa. lviii. 


39 
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3,°4. 9 Why have we fafted, and prayed, and de. — 
6, lighted to draw near unto God?” &c. but look 

upon the work and promife, and be the more vile -_ 
thine own eyes, that the Lord fhould promife, or do 
any thing for thee. So that when you feel any fay- 
_ ing work, go not to God with expe@tation of any good 
in the name of that work, but in the name of tl 
free grace and faithfulnefs of God, which has move 
him to make fuch precious promifes to fuch as thofe ‘ 
hall 


* 


it wrought it. 
mighty cure 
id fome feed of faith; the Lord 
york, but hid himfelf: He wondered 
change, was affected with his love, at 
‘Jefus comes himfelf, ‘* Doft thou be- 
aith he, Lord who is he? Iam he? then 


Au. 


ve? fai 
<¢ he worfhiped him,’’ver. 36, 36, 37. Soit is with the 
Lord in his way of working grace: Oh therefore 
long to fee him here in his glafs, and in glory, in 
his face fully! Truly there is no work of Chrift 
that is right, but it carries the foul to long for more 
of it; and to be with him that has done it. Many 
Chriftians when they have the work, run away with 
it asa good fign, and look to the promife, Oh but 
long not, look not to behold the Lord! * Do ye 
thus requite the Lord, Oh ye foolifh people and’ un- 
wife??? Were ic not enough that your fins meke? 
but will you make works and promifes alfo a partition 
wall between the Lord and your fouls? I profefs the 
Lord will fire fuch work about your ears, and dry 
up all your pits, that you may long for to drink out 
of the well of life itfelf. And it isa black mark of 
unbelief that fhall keep thee from reft, Heb. iv. 3. 
10,/11.. Oh but when yeu long to fee him, ‘** Oh 
| ! “¢ when 
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when fhall I appear before God!’’ Pfal. Ixui. 2, 35 
‘Then the Lord will fill thee. As leaden rings 
With a pearl, fo. promifes and Chrift put together 
‘(Mot divided) are exceeding precious. on 
93. Do not look to fee the work or promife yours, 
nor receive any confolation. from. either, unlefs the 
rd appear in both, John x. 16. ‘“ They fhall 
‘ hear my voice ;’’ for fo moft men bring home hu- 
_ not divine confolation from a work. But Oh 
t from heaven ! as in'Peter’s redemption, Acts 


ior f 
 perfuade 
here, now are) 
think -Chritt is Died w 
not with.confolation for 
and fo look up to him 


can you fay, peace is yours, till this be cleared up. 


me RR 


very bran; and will defcry all thy paint, and Lae | 
: a 
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‘all thy lufts and thoughts; and thy nakednels, and 
fhame, and confufion fhall be Beh ae all the world. = 
_g. Thofe that content themfelves with the revela- 
tion of the Lord’s love, without the fight of any'wo 
or not, looking to it. I defire the Lord to rev 
himfelf abundantly more and more, to all that — 
the Lord favingly revealed unto them. For this 
the mifery, Chrift is a hidden thing, and fo is his: 
Yet confider, — ARTY SALMA ih 
~.1, God reveals not his love to any hypocrites#b 
his people, that have a work far beyond 
2. That the teftimony of the Spirit 
ulti bu eviden 


a 
true, but. to nd evit And ‘therefore 
whe Spirit in t or fecond place clears 
J difpu aufe it is doubtful’; 
e you find out the difference, viz. fome 


Pm 


he ftrongeft auld. 


great ‘yavifhment, while they are in their fins, that 


fo he may harden’ them there ftill, Luke ‘xi.'21. 


9. Otherwife you quench the Spirit, and refilt' the 
teftimony of the Spirit, at leatt one great part of it. 
For the Spirit when it does come to witnefs Gods 
love, it anfwers all the doubts and objections of the 
foul that it had before. Now the great doubt of 
God’s people is not only, AmT elected, anv jartified 

; and 
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“and accepted: But am I called, am I fanétified, are 


jot my defires, my faith, my love counterfeit ? which 
_. Fmay have, and yet go to hell ? Now the Spirit when 
“iteomes clears all doubts, not fully, but gradually ; for 
it is the moft clearing witnefs, and therefore, John 
18, 19, 20. ‘* At that day you fhall know that 
am in you, and you in me, and I in the Father.” 
Spirit does not only fay Chrift is out of you, in 
, Preparing and interceding, but in you, fanc- 
preparing thee for-glory, that art a veflel of 
“anid you in me” by faith, by love, defire, 
en a man fhall fay, I look to no work, 
Spirit to reveahth ids love; in 
the Spiricyl h refift the Spirit 

‘of God. | i : vit 


36 Otherwife you thall be deprived. 
‘bundant confolation which the word ho ds out . 
you. For fuppofe you fay, I look not to the w 
God in me, ‘to receive any confolation 


feeming to de 


any promife made to that, I look only to the revela- _ 


tion of the Spirit. et ae ae ee 
Anf. 1. There is never a promife but the Comfort- 
er is init, and they are given for that end, to give 
ftrong confolation, now if you look to no work, nor 
no conditional promife, nor to find the condition in 
you (which yet Chrift muft and doth work). Lord! 
what abundance of {weet peace do you lofe? Rey. vii. 
‘17. The Lamb leads them to the “ living fountain 
‘of waters, and God wipes away all tears:? And 
for ought I know you fhalldie for thirft that refuse to 


do it. ** O flow of heart to believe all that the {crip- | 


“* ‘tures have writ!” all that God has fpoken! Ought 
you not thus to be comforted ? ; ac 
But 2. If you look to a Spirit without a work ; 


whilft you do feek confolation from the Spirit; you . 


‘cannot avoid the condemnation of the word. You 


fay the Spirit has fpoken péace to you. But do you _ 


love Chrift? I look not to that, but to the Spirit. 
: Why, 
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Why the word faith, “* He that loves: not: him 
‘thei: be anathema.’ , So, Is the league betwe on 
your fins and your fouls broken? An/. | look ngt te 
‘that. Why John faith, “ He that committeth fin Ig of / 
“¢ of the devil, 1 John ili. 8. 9- Are you new cfea- 
tures? I look not to that. Why the word 
 Unlefs you be born again, you cannot enter int 
the kingdom of God.” | And the Lord knows bt 
on your death-beds, thus Satan may aflault you, an 
then will the Lord fay, nay, look to yourfell 
word fhall be Belfhazzar’s terror... Gont 
xxxii. i..2. Ae) batt aan te 
4. Look'¢ 
manifeftatia 


but whe 
m, John xiv. 21. “ I will manifeft. myfelf 
How? O faith Chrift, “Pll come 
_ * and fup with him.”? Never think the, Lord will 
-difhonour himfelf fo far as to come into a filthy heart. 
‘Sin does and will grieve God’s fpirit, that he will on- 
‘ly accufe, not fpeak peace to you, till all is mended. 
~~ s, Elfe you may fall everlaftingly away,) as: thole, 
‘Heb. x. 29. They had “ received the knowledge. of 
the truth, and were fanétified,”’ but their - wills 
_-and hearts never changed. O take heed there be lett 
‘6¢ only a fearful looking for of vengeance!” You 
ftand on the brim of deftruction every moment, that 
doit not. For it 1s plain hypocrify not to bring 
works to the light ; it is not cealing to go op ins a 
covenant of works, John il. 20. And if the, Lord 
does love you, and you will not take the counfel of 
the word, the fire of the Lord fhall try you. And 
when that comes, and confcience thall afk, wherefore 
comes all this great evil upon met when your muife- 
ries fhall be great, O it fhall be faid, this was because 

| Pp I loved 


\ 
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. xiii. 9. | 


to know it, feeing that a falfe heart may go fo 
efpecially to know it in itfelf ? 


to reveal it, yet it is eafy for the Lord Jefus 
ie 


he 
ad 


den things as they are, his “ Spirit leads 


‘unto all’ truth.”” And this is a peculiar privilege 
and ur or God to know, hey: partaking 


of the divine 
hearts, Jer. xv: 
_thing for hypoc 
meant, to be miftak 1 
it known to the elect, it is no leafy 
them. As it is with apothecaries, 
they meet with counterfeit drugs 3 or 
know the difference between Briftol-{ton id. pr 
As the blind man faith, whereas I was blind, no 
fee; fol was dead;: now behold. I five. * Old 
“‘ things are pafled away, all things are become 
“new.” 4 Pet. ii, g. They are ** called out of 


* darknefs into marvellous light.” » If they could 


fure, for them their own 


Od. 


an 


‘Tlored not the Lord, 1 forfook the Lord, &c. O 
therefore lool to the Lord now to cleanfe you! 


eject. Itis true there is a difference, but is it pof- 


sey ad 
4 


"Se age 


ia 


- It is true, itis difficult for men, minifters, or 


» and this he does do. | This light dif. 


be an eafy - 


not a.difierence, why would the Lord command them — 


to add one grace to another, and “ grow im grace 2? 


‘May they not well reply? Alas, Lord I know Not. 


trafh from treafure.’ I know nothing thou haft com: 
manded me to do, but hypocrites may have and do. 
I fay therefore the work may be feen in itfelf, and 
that by a threefold light, a 

I. The light of the word, which is a divine revela- 
tiom of or concerning God and man, and of man, not 
only as fallen in Adam (which difcovers all his fins, 


their nature, their end, &c.) but as rifen- again and 


recovered in Chrift, the birth, being, breeding of the - 


new creature. It difcovers all hypocrify of the heart, 
i fo 


. 


™ 
_ == 
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fo that they fhall be forced to fay, the Lord has 
me out 5 and faints fhall fay, the Lord has done 
good, As if the queftion be, whom doth the- 
Jefus love? You need not go to heaven for at, “$ 
“ word is nigh thee.’’ ‘Thofe that Jove Chrift: \ 
are thofe? ‘* Thofe that keep his commandme 
&c. So that the word is alight'to difcover truth 
falfhood, the work of-grace from the work of | 
erify; and by this light faints may and do know 
the work is. And -it argues dreadful unbelie 
hypocrify not to do thus, John iil. 19, 2054 
this all the faints are commanded todo 
1g. ‘ We @@aled with the’ Spiri 
<¢ word of § ec. fe Why 


a light in a 
yd’s heart and our 
s us wile to falva- 


- of the Spirit going with the word, 
-; without which the work cannot be 
an a book written in the faireft hand 
feen without light to fee it by : And 
d’s people cannot prefently read what the 
~ Lor has written, &e. 1 John i. 24. That look 

as it is with fcripture, papifts fay they are obfcure, and 
how do we know them? We anfwer, there are divine 
characters of Majefty and glory ftampt upon them, 
whereby we by the fame Spirit that writ them, fee 
them, and are perfuaded of them ; fo here. Or as 
it is in the work of creation : How’ can any fee God ' 
in it? We fay, in the very workmanfhip appears his 
~ power and eternity, wifdom, goodnefs, &c. Now al- 
though atheifts cannot fee thefe, yet others do and 
can. $0 in the workmanfhip of the elect, it 1s fo. 

“It is the glafs of God’s peculiar mercy and love; now 

they that never had it, know it not, but the faints'do, 
by ‘the Spirit efpecially. ‘Thus fay we grant the Spi- 
rit’s teftimony, that it muft reveal it. ee 

is oe Ea ae bee LE.. 
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- The light of experience and fenfe : For faints > 
We an ¢xperimental knowledge of the work of grace, © 
irtue of which they come to know it as certainly’ — 
we difpute againft the papifts) as by feeling heat, 
“know ‘fire is hot;. by tafting honey, we know — 
ds fweet.. Now this is diverfly apparent to expe- 
By meditation of the work, in comparing it with - 
3 for no dead creature can perform one fpi- _ 
ing act of life, no not a good thought, though — 
think of good things. Now the Lord has 
8 people a moft exact rulevof life, hence. 


EOE YT a i 
2. By the operation and working of it; for grace 
may be in the heart, and yet lying afleep, and raked 
up under the afhes,. not feen, not felt, but in the o- - 
peration of it, it may, which is peculiar as the form — 
is. For how do we know we love or delight in any 
creature ? By the operation of love and delight. How 
s that they were — 
“* of their father the devil?” Why * his lufts they 
** would do.” So how can any tell he knows the - 
Lord, .or loves the Lord, or believes in the Lord! 
‘Uhe operation difeovers it, James ii. 22. And hence 
Gal. v. 6.. “Faith which works by love.”? And though 
hypocrites aét like them, yet there is a peculiar virtue. 
in the one that is not in the other. oe. ee Noes 
3. By their temptations and trials, Deut. viii, 2, 
“Lhe Lord has led thee forty years to prove'thee and | 
“© thew. thee. what was in. thy heart.” Rom. v. 4, ¢ 


“Tribulation 


t 
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Tribulation breeds experience, and that hope” 
expeétation of that which fhall never make us afham 
ed. 1 will name-no more. But look as we faidit 
them that cried ‘out againft prayer without a book 
we anfwer, Has a man dwelt in his own heart fo1 
ny years, aud not known his wants, to make k 
pray? Nor the Lord’s work of mercy, to make E 
blelsy? fe wheres) S90 tee UEETAGS, 
Objeét. 2. But if a man looks to his work, thi 
interrupt and: break his peace. fg i) OEBo 
Anj. 1. \t may and doth break and inter 
peace; as many fay, yet they truft in tHe] 
ptuous peace. 


e/a paflion again ; then ” 
he | - will figh, not fing in that 
XExL 1, 2,3. Judg. xvi. 20. Neither ~ 


3 ' ou avoid the condemnation of the word, though 
_ you aintain’ confolation from the Spirit, nor fufpici- © 


on of hypocrif 


ee age This withe sway to peace, 2 Pet. i. 7, 8, 9. 
Mat. xi.'2g- 392 Chrift’s “ yoke is eafy”? and yields © 
peace, in life and after lifetoo, Rev. may. V9. * OP heit 
«<-works follow them.” So that hereby comes double 
peace and reft. 5 | 
a. From horror. 
9. From fin, which is wonderful great. 
Objed. 3. But L look to Chrift, 1 look to no work. 
If I have him, I have all. i OW. 4, 
» Anf. True, Firft look to have him, to be compre-_ 
hended by him, that fo you may comprehend him. 
Butbecaufe you look for allin him, will youlook for no- ~ 
thing from him !. Will you have Chrift fit in heaven, 
and not look that he fubdue your Iufts by the work of’ 
his grace, and fo fway in your hearts? You defpife his 
kingdom then. Do you feekfor pardon in the blood of 
Chrift, and never look for the virtue and ‘end of that 
blood 


+6, 
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od te wafh you, and make you without fpot, &c? 
wu defpife his Prieft-hood and blood then. Do you — 
k for Chrift to do work for you, and you not to do 
rift’s work, and bring forth fruit to him? You def- 
2 his honour then; John xv. 8. If I were to difcov- 
a hypocrite, or a falfe heart, I would fay, It is he 
t fhall fet up Chrift; but loath his work.” To have 
ft, is fweet, as Capernaum ; to follow Chrift, is 
John xiv. 21, 23. CNS Seine Gace A ety 
4. But if I-have the witnefs of the Spirit, 
have any other difference? — ae? 


ie Anf, yitnefs of the Spirit makes not the firlt 
differen r firft a man is asbelf@Wer and in Chrift, 


and juftified, ca and 
witnefs it ; elfe the fpirit the 
truth and a lie.” For unbelievers are 
2. If the Spirit does not witnefs thi 
to be in you, and clear it to you, | 
can efcape the anguith of confcience 
of hell in your hearts, unlefs confeienc feared 
and blinded? When the Lord fhall fet confcience 
to afk and fay, I chufe none but whom I call, I 
call” none “but whom I juftify, I juftify none but 
whom I fanétify, and that not with a common, but 
a peculiar work ; Is it fo with you? If it be dark 
or doubtful, can you but think ‘all your joys have 
been dreams, and your witnefs delufions? ‘Therefore 
look unto this. ; Bde a 
_ Object. 5. But if I thould do this, I fhould look to 
find {ome cleannefs in myfelf, whereas 1 am to fee 
nothing but ungodlinefs: Goats are ‘clean creatures. 
Anf. 1. When you ftand before Chrift’s judgment- 
feat to receive pardon, you are here to look upon all 
as unclean, and yourfelves ungodly. e 
2. When you come to look upon'your fan@ifica- 
tion, you are to fee it as it is, mixt with fin and cor- 
ruption, and fo caufe of being abafed as low as hell for 
what is done; yet that cleannefs and truth there is, 
laa you 


ee 
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you mr t fee too, Rom. vii. He felt a law warring — 
“* againft the law of his mind,” yet he felt another — 
law too; which he made an evidence of his being 
Grae has viii. 1. Giving all. the glory of it. 
Chrift. ‘* Not-I but Chrift.’”” And yet Paul was ie 
goat. It is one thing to fee grace in myfelf, another 
thing to look upon it as mine, to clear me wit 
You are to fee the Lord’s work, and not appro 
it to yourfelf. And this.let me fay, if there 
more than ungodlinefs in thee, and tt 


more, thou fhalt never fee God in heaves 


¥4. Nor didft t fee him yet, 1 John iii. 6, 8, 
O therefore I Rl ec 
an . For the 

re hre » or you ftand. 


the tribunalof God. 
of it will be great, as thereis nothing. . 
than Chrift’s departing with his holy pre» 
hing fo fweet as Chrift’s cleaving to thee 
And truly fin was never bitter 
which the work of the Lord Jefus was 
ugh it is accounted by fome almoft Pos 
_fo. To this all promifes are made, i 
_ 8.‘ Godlinefs hath them.” It is true, they 
de to Chrift, i. es to Chrift myftical, 1 Cor. 
xii. 12. Yet to the head as the foundation and con- 
veyer of all to the elect, Eph. i. 23. 2 Pet. % 3, 4. 
If you defpifework, you defpife promifes, and fo defpife 
Chrift, and the Lord knows what ufe you may have: 
of them before you die. > : niceng 


Ufe 7. Of Exhort. 1°O the people of God in whom 
the Lord has made this great change, and made-a 
difference between you anc all the world. ‘Take heed 
of denying your work, and this real apparent expre!- 
fion of the Lord’s love. How many doubting dreop- 

i ing 


fears,and doubts about it, ‘that: oh are 
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n eters are there, that though others may fee, es 
ee themfelves have felt the: fenfible expreffion pe 
e Lord’slove, yet oft come to. this conclufion, or 
ar that the Lord did never yet good unto me? And 
ute againft it, and think that this an hypocrite 
y have, Ifa. i. 14. There are two ways where- 
race is defpifed. E 
», By making common grace ae «f 
By making {pecial grace common, 7 ‘he let 
ondo fo before they are called, as ‘Paul thought 
godlinefs gain 5 they are apt to do the 


latter w nce. in Chrift. _ All ay have, 
and yet to hell. Ob take this 
kindnefs which tl ef n to the 


greateft potent: 
Obj, Yea, if I did but kn 


make on it. 

1. Do not think that hose art “und 1 
thy fin, when thou art at war with thy f 
thee. For the Lord many. times clears up his love to. 
the foul, and it is better than hfe to him, but hen. 
winds ae and florms come, and fin and fatan 
affaults, and now he cries out, he perithes, and that 
he was never redeemed by Chrift, ‘nor never faw 
Chrift’s love.. Should his foul be thus. _enfnared, 
thus affaulted, and no ftrength again{t it, and there- 


. fore being nade the power of it, hence he lever Aads 


pardon ; they: cannot overcome their. corruptions, 
though they {trive againit them, hence think they are 
uncer the power of them, and then fay, where is 
Chrif’s Spirit? &c. Anf. When Rebekah had 
twins, fo that fhe was troubled, fhe went to the Lord, 
who told her, *¢ ‘The. elder fhall ferve the younger a 
fo there .is: flefh and faints in faints, and thefe 
two are contrary, fo that you cannot do the things 
you would; and fometimes cannot will, yet 
fometimes oppofeth this. Well, know te that 

Be the 
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the elder and ftronger fhall ferve the younger, it! 
€. i ord. ~ Aman that is at war with another, has 
ived ‘power gaint him, but victory is not go 
tefel ntly, fo it is here ; judgment fhall come t 
ry. Though thou art bruifed and canft not raife 
So als: iow there is no fear of breaking, i 
ilbnot do that, none fhall do it, and there 
get viétory. Only know for’ the pt 
py vaft power. Thou goeft to all ordinance 
when no help there, raifeft the power of h. 


Lord awake! oe Oh arm Y of 


: neg igen 

‘flarhe: of the Spirit. “Head 
and he faith, was there éver 
f. Confider, it is in this cafe, 
the at of fin ceafeth, yet 
Sof! ill toward it; and a carnal 

1 to his old bids and bent again: So 
£ grace ceafeth, -yet there is an inner 
s bent and ‘frame put upon the will, 
‘é time it ceafeth acting, yet it will 


2. 


is called feed of God,” ' John im. 9. ¥rom 
which a man can never fall. For in fleep there is cef- 


fation from acts, yet the frame remains ftill- In the 


old law, if any u clean thing fell ona pitcher, it was 
; accounted unclean, 1, but if in afpring, not, becaufe it 
- would work it out again 5 fo heres There is a fpring 
of grace, which may be muddied and ftopt up, yet it 
will work itfelf clear again. And this God’s people 
fhall find, there is fomething in them that pares up 
tO. everlafting life all their pe 


ever grace here: the fluggatd’s. 


a 
4 oF 
fw) 


lé bent again, to its own nature, which — 
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3. Do not judge only of the’ truth and meafure of | 
if by whatthou; haft. jacthy: Hand: of feeling; sbut 
t thou haftin thy,hand.of faithin the promife: 
rdelighted;to keep his! people thortof 
at they would. -have, .andsto give them !buo little) 
much that they.often. queftion:thextruth of grace; 
ie ittle meafure, of iti: Wet, they dank tothe. 
s,of Gad’s grace, |to.the freenefs and driehe 
ord’s promife, and hang there, and plead thats 
hat breaft.),,dufod: Q ney ccantider! thou 
a Ysqhut.remember-the: Lord Jefusiis:full,tand 
-omufe_is, free. and Savana mo ina See 


promife) pay Why; line:b 

nature, of faith is to, carry ia 

and the shard sagragesendi Geel : 
st “% Le 


; it, thine 473 ei Pete ranenashead ; 
oti i promi rig left! ad dry | : 
faw.a. barren. womb,..And know it;|itisdbfinitéomer.! 

cy, to.be, ‘kept upiin,. osip ein Gan eal iatteor a 

Lord infinite; glory by embracing of itmowsland 
ma f triumphyhere. fi Halt spit aid ohuhedpselleg? 

lomon, {hall reign,” and ifin fhath nots? 1: Techabky 

O rejoice O heavens and.éarth at this, for 
ascvitited me! God -took:from: Paub his tevex 
lations, and fent diftempers, nreeetersinrsige 
fefted i inthe promifes'yiw. situa ‘49319 Tove VO. 

"4, Do, not.think, that; the acs, 3. heart! isonot tos! 
wards thee, while he hides, hisfrom theéso Forthere:: 
may. be frowns i in.a-father’s face, and: etilove in his! 
heart: the Lord, purpofely; hide Bint ros ie peo cg 
ple fometimes,, efpecially ; when! they:hegin: to: ogrow | 
weary of him, or proud, butuyet polpaens towards! 
them ftill,.. Now they think onot: fos: Whenzin utters! 
caphnels: then bik thik: there, asiisodeve, ju Theic 

4, 19% Wisoiros Tom Sel Jonas I woina: 


ba 
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sedi pgmectae batts t OHrRORRISS a KS 
notyiyet shis cheart! eee het ee ‘did th 
pear? older heartand faith? was filltowatd | 
fbb would not leave hinbthough*the have 
So Masxxsxwi 25.9 and vi “a 
Lordidoth putpofely hide his face in “lov 
peoples?shéarts anay be towards him, aHee? 
yisip.bsolq bas .siod! gasd bus -alUEKOTE 2 Thad 
vos. Dobtiotjudgeiof) the\Liord’s ‘love and f 
ward. \youimithefe: fad! times by prefent if 
by the bye puter fuch is the! 


“He doth not ay ‘Teave 
sega lal ed keg their : 
them,’ that? ther eis nd- , 


louds sof oath ‘and “no ftar pearing. 
theiflue and “ mark the uprij it man, 


cb 5 iddnd confider this, Chrift’s ‘king: e 
gs contraries out of contraries, * | 
ight, “hell heaven, ‘guilt pardo on, 
weaknh rena alg ht ‘are’ not, 1? 
though nthey-were> oTh think “within ‘thyfelf} i 
williiconclnue mothing ‘againft miyfelf, ‘but ftay” and 
Wait!what ‘thetiffue’ will be, which is ever ‘¢lorious, 
Jaresci. 2sigs as li BDetes BIGY 6.7, “Cotifider,. has. 
heLord: done ‘thee mutch good peasy bes 0 con , 
fider whit igethen:behind'! f etoq iis: ee 
6. Never enter into ‘ites with fatan, or site own <a 
felf; about ithyseftateybut taking and’ making fcrip- | 
ture And Words to. be'the judge of the donttoventy 
Fears:come ity, youthalbtever have'mercy, never have | 
power 3i (who stoliyou foe Doth thé! word fay that?” 
The bord never! gave’ ‘hinifelf to'me,f fear dt! Doth’ y 
thé; word) fay'fo? Never was any'as'l ; doth’the word” 
faysfo! Or atoth not the'word fay fo, God delights to 
pick 6ut.thelvileft,:tofend the: ‘phyficlan’ tothem that 
berficksw I cannot fee nor conceive any mercy ; doth 


Q-q 2% , the 
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tS i Doibalelen ay sod fa ‘st u 
: And bring before, this. ; 
only:what fin can fay, or may, 


the reson of sb th ail t 


10 a ip en 
ber to be humble and vile in 
never to be beloved. And let t 
will of thee, and this will give you 
nies mércy to that man that will be lord;c 
fure, evidence mercy then he will not; < 
<osdotht nianifeft at, itis then when poc one 

“Sando theart sis: meek and humble, fa. . vit. 
Matth. xi. 29. O the Lord opens. nara 
when once Bis will is dear. The To 


‘sg shine: to: “fee the »work .of the Lo PACE 
5 ae. ai vl Rs, oe iene 
The minions to take head of. mak skin precious 
"9° things commons. -by,.giving, in falfe, fans fevi- 
ae iat reae of love, but look. ‘ast e ak ‘for a: pecial 
Wie herent ai 2hhoya ais Tg oi 
“YFo:God's poor sida ag an¢ thankfu alr iy Pe the 
she ** hath cabled: thee; fcom, dar oa into arvellous 
itight; into the kingdowyof his. dear fc fon | “Y4) that 
\ when: fo many, come, near to m eICYs land ‘fall I fhort of © 
‘gt soyet_me’ to be let-in, | Cale a and d Jo hua” to ‘be let- 
ah ‘bag Canaan, when they re ars and all perith ! i 
* Blefs the Lord for all aliliions, Mehee “temptations, 2 
enemies 


ye 


- , , wn 
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ding rs * of his face, hereby he 
ails biging purged away’ thy-drofs 5 and 
fail “réproaches» of: hypocrify, and 
rs ud world thatscatt filth inothe fz 
holinels, - Now we are fons of God! itap 
| a we hall be; bat we fliall'be likeh 
Bs THO pits, Be i Leas ranean pis 9 
e nd lie, ind ‘bed 4 suith ree ealesic 
aie belang Srinhadads, ioone 
tid Cone ae your died 
ae robate’ filver fhall men eall 
y all’ your’ confidence2? iBut “you 
O that you would. fee what the 
h i¢heaven! into thy foul, and 
more’ glorious than theicreation of 
may An aly Dans sidmpd9d.ot 19d. 
asl. bok swoled-$d°01 x9ve0 
mS a Svig iw eidy bas .seda Y. [liv 
lig yt ne Bi oTyotbe 2otrt 
: HAS lived medi yorsan 9dasbive ,stul 
; bat 1 he ‘hypocrif ‘gf the? \ hearts proceeds 
; ilhemination: ts the rn 


di vant of fai 
ee ye HIS Shy  <).92 sta .dticlM 
ent rei udiiw aid sano nedw 


‘egeie 45 Wot 2aWwort bee boy 

=) arid A’ aw 4 al 
ing or 412) eda ecaufe «ands. origin 
st cA and. soy bal is the mind of 


dudes atten ody 


~ 


a fied were Gite, scoahiel is: Dnel e part of 
ugh hie ‘the’ ‘ander fanding). and fome of 
Tahir £201 € foolith’ which’ sie eee Gated: of light 


_the re 
ae oe Bane PE ‘under ftanding 
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tates “ ‘me t di 
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if Bie 


Satria 
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_ excellent’ abilities lees ae or 
th t Pike ints hat re 
; cA of A never di oie 


y eng pals. 
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ae 

ce Mayad prays: 
i) see Beal bir 


$m fi cienente that 6D 
Wn, belore Gos, whofe voice and >> 
a renee the young man,fawfome » 
enough, and hence] he, forfook » 
PW bread to them that °- 


ry 
Piast gomot r} 


d s the fi irk inlet of. all fin. andi: 
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race, and hence all. hypoerify fprings from. thefiee. 
nce when fatan laid his. train to blow up: all the | 
ld by fin, he firft enters into difpute and partly 
; — as the apoftle: fpeaks, deceived her, 1 
i 1g. © Fhe woman. siete eeg noel : 
. ) fatan camie with his laft and : 
mptation, to draw away the heart of Chrift- 
he attempted it by a fudden prefenting to his 
the glory of alk the world, hoping hereby to 
Nay, in the unpardonable fin is fumma 
call evil. mee did joand: : 


= <2 
pede dined papier ie! Lore Jefass- 
liesvine the power of darknefS,as~ 
weal ftaté in the wifdom .of its counfel. } 
when the Spirit comes, all the work of it 
edi by conviction of fin, righteoufnefs.and:judgmer 
somo eonvince one effeQually, and» 
ini. ‘And hence when. the Lord ches le 
he comies in by light, Eph.'v. 14. ch ie 
- give: thee light.” “And ees Fase « pel 
éoihes to take away all darknefs and fin, it 
fatan’s chief policy lies in this, to blind mens?’ 
a Cor, iv. 4.) Either by obfcuring t the light, or by 
kindling a falfe light in their minds, that they ‘half 
think they fee, when their’ darknefs’ remaizis not 
but that there is’ filth enough in the will, ‘but fatant 
knows that Chrift thines into the heartsby, the mind? 
and hence he blinds men, ané’then he knows-he 
fhall damn mén. Beloved, if mén- had the Spirit; 
it would lead them into all truth, now this the'world — 
cannot receive, becaufe John xiv. vp, 2) stoi knows: 
nes tL ae 


~~ ——e 
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echim not? » This is that which opens and 
all lifevand fin nov that’bare light can change a 
will, but the Lord doth it by the power of his. truth 

 poanid as it is with waters comin . thre 
Sane theres a. ene Virtue init, fo hi 


aos Saienhan papi, Pe pe wR 
ye ue E, fee: the spe 
‘amen cipal sce : 


can: ibomes.2 Why? Basie i 
ni fins'that he is convineadibkc Hence the 
thedamps and heart- qualms, that -he has no 
peace, »but vis ‘ever pulled from his own:bottom and 
i yy-and: the word difcovers more,fins, and 
se en peace: The word will not givenor of- 
fx Chit and a bal dIutt together, nor willinot fuf 
ny to have them both in peace. « Ehispiganit the 

foul fgding to no réft-nor peace. (which the falfe heart: 
feeks: fox or chiefly) flies:from the light, efpecially, if it 
has found out a. fhortercut toits peace, by any device! 
or golden:delufions: of men; And, now. they .wilk 


ee there’ ‘no more; and.;now the publifhers jof 


‘God?s: truth /are-tyrainical: tormenters _of :thecons) 
fciences:of =them» that:be weak; falfe prophets, that, 
lead: theni:out:of the: way, of peace. And becaufe of 
this, they think; they): sveresled-out of the! way,,of, 


er out of theoway..of peace. , Or if. they, 
Rr ° 
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t ey tall fit with’ difdain and éontetiiptiot 

( fpeak’ according to their’ ee and 
“the truths” of God, which fhall one day be 
a over again in flames ‘of fife to” ‘their eternal 


Hite horfe, congitering atid. to conguerv*?Men 
“untuly hearts and firong’ heatts, and ¢hey: will 
die, not yield prefently. ” ‘And hetice! when®one 
away, another fteps into the room’ of: ie: 

other fupplies’ ‘the place of 
th rongeft fix and temptation‘ is 
ch nee ee goes Of area 

i ‘eon 


ill not be conquered | 
vy him. “You hat 
‘delafions,’ endlefs unknown’ 
Be your portion, Thereis never fee ESE 
“accounts that wound and troubl é'greatelt 
“pleffeth the Lord; that = wil ill not givechir 
and peice with them too. qa Danb a 
2. Pho fe ‘that fly not! eos the Tighe oF" ihe 


he give j it the hearin ig, but yet let it flips “either fiot 


_ minding it then, or not pondering ‘it Wards3 ‘that 
“Before they” come, thirft not for tore tight, waar 


up fot it, nor are ie avhin owed’ thelb cali ar 


Rev. vi. 2. Tt is faid, “Chit rides” on 


“ 


from ‘their eyes. Some there be ‘that Be “fich ‘all. 


fufficiént ‘men, fo good’ they” ‘Need bend ¢ better, ‘fo 
: wife that they need ho mores fone infufficientindeed 
“to know, and hence ever learniig, hearing, ‘but tie- 
“ver coming to the knowledge of the truth, Aight 
° Breaks: not in, they’ ‘cans He in _datkiels Billy andi not 
“mourn; and think ao moré of it than a tale that is 


told 


ZS 
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told, or news that is brought. O- look to 3 
Stan ding ¢ for,vou are injthe high road t e hypoc 
and ves drapoible; you thould be kep r from it 
lis Gab hn xii 35. {¢ Walk while. you 
olig t, lett. ‘datknels come. “pon, you.’ 
_knewtif, light;came in, Chritt would come t 
therefore know it, all that time thou h: ft bear 
(heard,, but ‘not wath divine light, hatt got, on 
awhat.to. prate, on, huge to ie aha 
now from what,thou dat 
let, loofe,.; by,.tf po ee 
God, to old thee, oe thou” mighy 
hypocrify,and nO BPO captives 


Sareea. eye of living .chriftians, bya 
er unfavoury, un tful heartand urfe, 

ves tnd Fatt to anyon as yete 
: atu penavakens d by 


fin afterward. Many go under fears. of 
2, becanfe never conyince of wrath. 
ith. Chrift, and with joy of she 
ound, but they. wanting, depth 
ion, die away again; and hence 
n never ftop a, Chriftian, in his 


inin 10 more than they can the {yn i in 
18 CO sPauleca Cotes, dk bs: We knowing the 
terror of, {the it perfwade. ‘men.’ , And hence 
» Moles, © Jeb: xi. 27. feared .no frowns of Pharaoh, 


-¢ared For.nip honours from Pharaoh, , he faw the God 


z welt StEY Big 1 Be Ee: | that 


eae 
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nd hence Chrift prays for his dif. 
m. evil... *¢ The world;has not ~ 
2] nown.me,”” John xviie: 
to die, - they,take on bess 
but herein time of, health: 
- wrong a sbasBt Ane i 
Hieea bat the Lord.is aba! 
pee are not affected, scau 
d fee it not : If men be to, match: 
land before 


withor 
him, it. is counted bleflednels ; rae 
irden, beca “7 mst Bincty ity 


| Chr ih by tle 
oe hs 5 is, rare to fea iané 
and affection, d' therefore conte fr 


si a man ae ae 
t 


st igo 
iter well), 
there r a ‘greatelt h hypoerify ri 
ft affedions; efpes rrr pags slates 
Yee pocrify by them... E.,. 
never liked violent sfettione rer peer HaREAIY inch a2! 
as were dropt i in by light ; _becaute.thofe come from 
an. “external “principle, and. laft) not,. but: thefe ddziy: 
Mena are not alfrighted by the BREF the fon, though 
dee the lightning. avi. bie shes 40g pesyil 
ie 3. 4 ke heed of conte rites 
fe 3: *tence fake heed of contentin our kl 
with BO kind of knowledge : . as nally Nee 


i Ty 


= 


«“ ae 2 Une all Be wafte,” ver. tr, 


) forthe'igai ning ‘of 


OREN WrReis! 


y image in'your own' heads $ efpécially you'that’ 
Aes ta the k RnowRAa g oh fy 5 eer 
ning 


have fome; there’may y be-yet tha tv ahah na’ 
maké ‘you fineere. . otphehouie oy iany ‘then of ¢ 
knowledge, ‘able. to teach themes an : Py her 

dk ete hearts. are’ unfound. ow com 


ifs. Pole dt becaufe they have fo ma light? 


but: Becaufe’ they’ Ww ant much 5 ; ‘and ‘therefore co co 
es ep 


peer 


here is 
ne. 


ay ert 
eginnin ng 0: 


is ‘t 


a b 


‘if ever you have, yc 
An fools. in’ your own eyes. 

| is tava in'y 
it até Blétted out, 


ge lo 
pee 

pleafing hinifelf in v] af ns, 
heat ‘creature’ in fecing fees not, which is 
: vip eure” upon ‘men°under greateft me 
Jays’ all (waftél and’ ‘deflate, ‘Ifa, vie 


Pot 


we. > Hence °fee the right way of living, a life o 
truth abs being ‘ait | Ifraclive in whom is-no Ase: ao 
Keep light in your’ ‘qninds, ‘and you will’ ‘Keep, truth 


alive in your hearts and lives... Many a fincere heart 


may have° hypocrify'and °much unfoundnels in‘him, 


eur ‘helbe'no hypocrite.” ‘But how comes it fo to 
be? 


(ON THE PARABLE OF THE 
? And whence fo litle ‘truth ? ? and hence fo many 


loie that glorions light that fongelibics they have. 
when you have it in an ordinance, O how fweet 
Lord and all his ways to you! ! Afterward yc 


god Das caekig * cy 
hypoetty vents te which God’s! peos 
. d OF bsted jon 7% hiDw 

ing e Heart! to'fin. 90 
for fin never draws away) Butcby aps 
Hs at t leatt, eo Financ. 


E>" 


our or gain i in their eye, are carr Alvis 
Mén that are bound for a voyage’ will go-thfough 

‘tt sir eye: leads them. Stephen’ pak fe tae 
were’ about. his ears, “I fee Jefus, faith hee at 
“the right hand of God.” 2 Cor. xv. 58. “Be 
‘#abundar tin the Lord’s work, knowing that yout 
6’ Jabour is hot in vain.’ - Henite! David, ‘Pfal. oxix, 
‘begs for knowledge of this and’ that, and then he iwill 
do it. O therefore keep. it in your minds fae 
‘Prov. VG tort knowledge be ple fa 
‘And pray to’ God to’ keep it for you. L 
fun, and not ceafed to this’ day : ‘fo: ate ‘Lord 
‘would put in this light, and be the’ iecas 

e 


‘thereof to’ ‘you, it would abide, ees) Nea Toss, 
a T have hid in my me Be! ‘Pfal. oxi a see 


bi 


8 i hs i pee : % er SEG Hi, 
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gee truly it it 3 ‘becaufe you have loft 


7 ui 


PR 


ee 
y 
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O prize, and beg for more light, and love 
jou fall then after you have digged for it, 
- Would it not be fad to be led blindfold lik 
they were in, the. midft of Samaria, fo. till ix 
midit-of hell? Would. it not:-be fad tobe Hi 
domites, groping for the door, efpecial 
are come over to,this country for m 
hen beloved 


ng te lofe the | 
vant 0 


OW ces et M 2 
i Aeedode OT ATR OTR TIO 
o the guidance of the 


5. f ] danc £ ; 
1 Mofes faith, “ Then 
_what people fo wile :? 


An ae make ‘* the men of God 
) fall of God’s Spirit, ‘wife unto 
«< falvation ;’, and. for neglect cihe edad avs, 
and does give men up to trong delufions, that they 
believe: lies,’ viz... “, becaufe, they loved, not the 
«+ aruth.?” Never a truth but is unfealed by blood, 


and revealed to be the infinite wifdom of the father, 


gets an opinion, or falls in love with a finful corrup- 
tion, both deceive him. Why fo? Is there no ae 3 
again 
7) 


@ ON THE PARABLE OF THE : 
inftit? O-yes, but they will not hear it, but make 
Sod and fcripture bow down to them, they will not 
led by it. O intreat the Lord to keep thee from 
iG.) at ee of Re SO eae” ia e 
‘Means2. Be abundant in meditation daily, Pfal- 

. 99. It is a hundred to one elfe if not miferab- 
eluded: And as the Spirit convinceth firft of . 
hteoufnefs and judgment, fo let your thoughts 
. This makes a man fee far, and fee much. = 

ans 3. Prastice what you know, and tafte the 
seof it there, Pfal. cxix. too. And then the 


would ever w 
it! ** Shall [ hide from Abrah; 
“ family ?”? Gen. xviii. 17, 19. 
Means 4. Caft up your eyes t 
being full of the Spirit for thee, and | 
if he were with thee to fend it down. 
afked-thisy- See John vii. 39.20 @ 8S" 8S : 
Ujfe 6. O learn to be exceeding thankful for a Ly 
faving light the Lord has kindled in you, if ever it has” 
been powerful to difcover and remove the hidden hy- . 
pocrify of thy heart, that now the Ltd! Sax ee ‘ 
thee plainiand ferious for him, that it is death not to 
live, heaven for to live unto him. © then blefs the 
Lord for that means that did it for thee, thou might{t 
have perifhed in .thy own delufions and dreams. — 
Time was'when thou waft deceived, now the Lord 
has made thy eyes brighter than the fun, to fee fuch’ 
things as are hid from great ones in the world. O © 
though it be but a little, yet if real and faving light, 
blefs him. Aman that has been-in midft of fands, . 
and without'a pilot, afterwards looks back, and faith, 
there I might have fplit.. O this is wonderful to him! 
O Chrift did thus!“ [thank thee thow haft hid,” 
&c. Matth. xi.25. The Lord has hid them from 
a : heads 


ine VIRGINS. 
a of. Many ° wile: and, »ptu d ent. 
: hid, and ¢ contra oa ¥ j 


a | one, a poor ignorant o one 
i and lood has not Tevedled| it,” 


¥ LF ae eet) 
_they, had fo, much Wiles, 
* =i 8 Jamp6s, yet fo, much ifoleay 
ne . in ane rt, as, that Southey. tools. 
ri vel. flels for theis Jamps;.aevgay, av il 
did not only light their lamps, but, | 
an aeons ail, patie ined ib 


ase ed de led , eh tee bh tad 
lighter and more fuperficial {trokes of God’s. Spirit, 
neglecting, the,work within: but, the wile did not, ae 


car lamps of outward proteflion, but they filled, 
their yeilels,, and got an inward principle of, the Spi. 
rit Lord Jefus to maintain their Profellion e408 


D $ fore 


fore’ men, and their uprightnefs before: the Lord. 
So'that methinks here is ‘a double difference, the firft . 


as with an ‘ineffectual ufe. of! means ‘to that end, 
© lamps were to light and dead: them to, Chrift. 
fe lights might blaze for a time, but they ‘would 
nfume without oil. They negle&-that,.the, wife 

better inftruétedithan fo. idols? sts eadi rob 
he foolifh glory inian outwardyiprofeffion, as 
fuperficial:-affe& without-an inward 
i choi: the -eternala- 


nips, 


ar 


“Phe bridegroom is here looked for; themprefence 
of Chrit Jefus is longed for, he comesoinithe night, — 
“they muft’meet-him in the night. <Nowmeansrthey _ 
“ule; lamips'they ‘take, and fo much oil:as Kindles their 
lamps‘; but oil they take not in theirmwedléls,:the:only _ 
“yneans to preferve their lamps from: ‘going outhsthat 
fo they may meet the Lord, and notbe thutoutdrom 
the Lord, as at lat thefe carelefs virgins were} Search 

~'the’churches for ithe prefent; fearch the records; of 
“pait ages, many have defired and» looked for’ the 
‘Lord, and yet have loft: the Lordstheircend,. Why 
‘fo? They never had hearts: effectually to ufe ‘and 
“improve the méans to that end,:either outward or in- - 

ward. ’’ Look upon men out of the church, they per- 

“ifh becaufe they have no remedy, they! have no lamps 
to light, they have no bread to eat, no'meansitohelp. 

“But why do'thofe within they ¢hunch perith! >. ds it 

“ becaufe there is no remedy? No,:but: becaufe they 

eos 033 V1 \ bavow 313A} egal. . 
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do not ufe: the remedy, Is it becaufe they, wa 
means ? No, but»becaufe they :do not effeaually 
prove means. » Here: they fall fhort, herein, they dif 
cover themfelves. “Look but upon this next)parabl 

sf the'talents;ver.25. Oneiof them was caftoff, ang 
caft out. oWhy-?: Becaufe hes had no talent... N 
but becaufe he hadno mind: nor) lift to ufe his tale 
he’ did not make his: ‘gain:out-of. it to. attain. his ‘ 
“All ordinances of Goudy and all that time we have 
der them are talents. .Now:wherein, do, hypo 
fail? Therecis' acfecret gain of ordinances wl 


lives in debt, and ‘dj 
se. Wherefore'is ot 
‘$8 but no heartito 


» © he. has them, but.here jis 
shas ‘no heart to ufe them)!,, Look 
the word,» why have many fet)a.great 
v f d and yet have loft, him Pea Becaufe 
; ikech echapmen,: they have had a defire; to the 
veommedity;/but they: have been loath ,to be atthe 
‘eat tobufe «theo means for it. The gofpel,brings | 
‘Chrift/and immortality ‘to light, and this ferpentis _ 
iMiftediup, sthis lamb flain before: mens’ eyes,, and this 
“bread puttod mens’ lips and mouths. _ Why are, not 
alk poflefied of: him,» blefled. in him ?.. The; Lord 
hfaithy 0% come, and the Spirit, faith, come, and, the 
986 bride faith, come ;’” Why the reafon is, men will 
yact ufethe: means for him, Ifa. lv. 25 354+ | Men: 
owill lay) out:their: money, though at be for * that 
08 swhi¢hvis not bread,’ Jers ii.5,6..7, 8. ‘1 brought 
‘) them, through: pits into arpleafant land, to eat, the 
«9 goodnels thereof’? And doubtlels he brought, not 
ca herd: of fwine into Canaan, only to enjoy the, out- 
‘ward bleffings! and fwall) of Canaan, but to, enjoy, the 
(good. of shisutemple, ordinances, &c.., But, where 
was their wound?, “‘ Neither priefts nor people faid, 
ok ie « where 


eo 


ata 
re 
=f 


‘ Peg ris ao eae . 
ALEw quilwotlo} Dr Has 


orand: hence »lofes' all | 
‘beone of the great 


IWS 2¥5 


‘Tome tovlife; theends a.) 


thefe’ ways, that we can'come at laft to the full enjoy- 


links) itas with che belt hypocritesias:it was with di- 
rs 'merchants}/they” prize  and/defire the'gain’ of 
erchandize; but to berdt\the trouble to prepare'the 

hip, to put themfelves upon) hazards: and dangers of 


they: will neverdo. »| So many prize and défire 
ly the. treafures of heaven, here is thetr end, 


valle of Baca, 
efs,the breaches, 
inful, unbelieving 
ds fronz one depth 
e t hyp isein 
rences 
defires and efteems of hypocries 


Ne eat 


2. He chufeth certainmeans to/lead to) this end. 


“3. He ‘purpofeth to'carry all. his ele& by ‘thefe 


‘Lord doth.) ‘And hencevarifeth: the: gréat ipeace'and 


‘{upportdof the’faints; when: they look wpon the ‘ever. 
daiting mountains! of ‘hindrances ahd impoffibilites in 
itheir way, the «Lord has:\undertaken-to carry them 


through them, John’ xvii! 15. That whensheart and 
itrength fails) he will be heart/and!'ftrength; “and 


en muide by his! counfel) and bring to his glory. And 


Hence as all the ele&t are to be certainly carried 
through 


624 | ON THE PARABLE OF THE aa 
‘where is the Liord 2” liveo! Where-isithe Lord in | 


nent of him ‘by :thefe ?- This they (negleéted.i+ Me. 


dhip,’to go and fetch the treafure that they prize, 
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- thro? all’méans to their end, and this isiproper tort 
chante. ‘ther beft hypoctite-beine’ never’ appo 
poe to come: ‘to this’ te ‘ever sagh in one ule; 


6 iene hea lifes at ances fouRioks <Ohrilt and ‘in 
sctochave himi Why? v. 6 Cia Becaufe** none 
: a a to'me, ‘except’ it were given’ him of ¢1 

$6 ther.’”’ Hence look'as certainly as the! 
“ reprbaton fhall ftand, he set not appois 


satan Grater 
fail As jit) ‘is Ima 


ees a febide 
hi government 
He cote ey 


LON ey will 5 
‘put cunder ‘the’ ingdchn bof. eheligion. 

faid to be given up: To others he will 

liberty, take itthen. 

_Becaule the Lord and fellow hip with 


‘end, but’ hey have fom ddivitend oftheir 
OWN; "an Vbhence: they are never. -carriedi {trongly 
through! all méans to that end. For this issthe nature 
_of a man’s laft and utmoft end’; it carries’amam with- 
Out any ftop toward it, and that with delight..° Asa’ 
-oman thattias honour and: preferment, amd great hopes 
“imhis éyej that is reaching’to the top ‘of his afpiring 
cea neaies “he: will ride} and” run, ‘and flatter, and fin, 
‘pee Ae “man that: has riches in his-eye;ohe wall ‘ile 
early, and: go toibed late, eat the bread of: carefulnefs, 
-and-he-never:has enough:: 7 Aman that isiick; ‘and 
chaschealthtin his’ eye; takes. his phytic, obferves: his 
\ + feafons; waltes hiseftate, for this is his:end. Hence 2 
Bn hypocrite, never making Chrifltvhis laft endy but’ being 


9 evet “a double’ minded man,” James 1 i and. hav- 
ing 


a 
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ag his own ends, and lufts, and felf to attend upon, 
ce the bias draws him from following Chrift effec- 
but he mutt follow his own ends, , -and hence 
ts the means that lead: him thereunto, 

.. Look asit is with ‘tien that’ have two 

0 fhops, one is'as much as “ever they c: ba) 
nd, they are coe 8 Bo 0 put of as 
pee the one : So here. evap ; 


it thele diffies 
ipa is: sols and efts1 he 
$ growing, {preading fin ?>° atic sit 
ecaufé he cannot do fo, he ‘he hopes it's 
firmity, and God will accept of “his defirés, 
perif eth, Matth. vii. 14. © For ftraigh elit. 
gate that leeds unto life, hence few there be 
te that nid it,” Look as it was with the Ifraélites. 
“Canaan they were bound for, they came at lait té it 
‘but when their fpies had told ‘them of the diffic 
they fank, only Calab and Jothua of ‘that’ 
hoft that had ‘upright hearts here. Heavy ‘lege 
mutt defcend though caft up s‘for their place is down. 
ward. Light things, caft' them downward, yet they 
muft up again, for their place is upwards ; 3, SO itvis 
here: iluggifh hearts may be lift up by means, but. 
they cannot hold it, their place is downward; here 
4s their reft; fo faints, ¢ contra, like fire will confume 
all difficulties, their re} is upward, i 
SECT, 


Se 


ine TE5 EAs 
Toga bitsite 03 5. ne LP wit 
ier find) BiH Sy pas 0 C. ta oi 
30484 aa, meido wall : 
8 si: ENCE Peter 


mp aints th mt are in the 


f the Hei of God, that 
stg end, of their Chriftien 
comp aining . of wants, ebu 


eourle, ¢ 
profelion, 
; fo 


eT. CO ing, t 
dig, ne enough, rior ‘deep 
: there is never.an ordinance, 
he never. t faid | to the houfe of 

J ek his, s, f ice in vain,”’ ‘Men, pray, and ifa 
few, fighs ll and good, if not, 
gett hat 3 cannot j ibe poe 


0 WE can te content to hear the word, 
a and 3t liften after it, but to ftir up the foul to Tay 
‘hold on n the Lo rd, that their fleep forbids. Prov. 
ade se the foul of the diligent fhall be made fat.” 
~Why do; ou, famifh under means, is it’ becaufe the 
; Lord is apy nS, or unable to relieve Pe No. john 
¥i27... ** You labour for the bread that perifhes.”” 
Labour not for it, but for the other, and the Son of 
matt. 
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nh will give it you, for he is fealed for that vety 

‘You: complain your hearts are always out of 
Tell me, do'you keep them with all diligence ?_ 

iv.03. | With’ all your guard about? You 
n.you! never get aflurance. “Do'you"ufe all 
ce to make itfure? You* complain "you feék” 
find not. Do you feek: him diligently?" Heb! 


hisis the caufel’ «The*Lord has givén” 


s pouredupon i the Sy iri -ofd 
a ae ; £F r me, Rite 
us” 


e a 
Ha 


=i dss : 


‘plaints, theirifighs ia 
thefy fears; temptation 
dantly fy Web beloved, methinks 


is with paflengers and travellers-towards th sa 
that theysfeeat twenty miles off fometime; whe they 
be en theitop of an hill, after ‘they have! fone ! Titel 
farthersothey come tito a valley, and then they ‘com 
plain|they:-haverloftthe fight of it; and‘can ree 
again farce till they be upon it; yet they fit not?" 
down, sin :their: valley, but > are ‘gi ie towards “it! ae 
“* They go‘from ftrength to ftrength,”? though thepo" 
come tited thither ; as Pfal Ixxxiv. 7,°80° ed 6S as 
“* pats from ftrength to ftrength till they come to fee” soa 
“Godin Sion. They reft*not. in their complaints, **! 
but get on ; and the ftar before them; the means that? © 
lead them»to that end, make them (as Mafth.\if. i'6.)! 
** rejoice with exceeding great joy.” Ticonfefs' the Ribbed 
may forva’ time give way to their floath)) and fic i 1° 
their vallies, and turn day into nichtoand feép? oat 2 
almoficthe feafon of means; yet you fliall ever ‘find © 
this,sif\ ordinary meanscawaken them not} terrible 2° 
flathings, and 'lightnings | of wrath do jandvin. their’) My 
OD Seg Tour Sa Gong eae 
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aflidtions a: terrors and wounds of confeience, H 
Ve 15. as They. fhall feek the Lord early? Pond 
the efore of this ‘caufe, and ina time of forrow th 
complain for fomething, viz. théir floth. eihh 
-be, the greateft fin of fome,. ‘they live in no fin, 
: Com iplaint, thy complaints may be fruits of floth” 


this place, nor eisaie Tither fand difteains, that 4 
in ,any good, or evidence your fafe and good 
ut an effectual ufe and i improvement of . thei 


of. 


me 15e. ae outward, ‘but inward 


ge a ftoc 


ein @ we ftern parts, 
f perfecution, pas by friends 
d cor y, partly to enjoy God in ors! 

ee lee ight Hil eles 

1g come, wifh O that our eyes had nes... 
aly through plenty of means, a 
hem, partly through multitude of covets’: 
a ate have no hearts. re or time to ‘ale 


it 
; And yet. Pa Aas Ginitniels in this, that thby bia 
them, \thou h they fee no God in them, tafte little 
fweetnels, receive little power from them, and: hope 
to go to heayen at next remove, that have come fo 
tar for. thefe, &c. 1 would to God it were fo. » But ' 
6) contidsr, : 
If you improve themin not, thy coming hither is 
but hie difcovery of thy hypocrify to men and angels; 
for this is'the ftage wherein the moft fine-fpun be Sy ib 
‘crify and real fincerity fhall act its part. 
2. Nay. thou art fo far from being blefled in hav- 
ing them thus, that God’s fierceft plagues fhall here 
approach thy dwelling. ‘The ark among the Phili- 


ftines made the Lord plague the Philiftines, 
Bet 3. Nay, 
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p33, Nay’ this. fhall lay: ‘all defolate one: days. They 
; pa “ the temple of the Lord,” Jer. vii. “6 Go to 3 
‘Shiloh: Br AS gu fay, go tot the Palatinate, goto Ger- 
any, France, go to: the places whence: you came, 
‘ fée what the Lord has done:%ao0) me 
a ‘This fhall be.as to faints greateft joyywhen they 
hal look back, and fee: all the difficulties they;have 
., that here and there:hearts! andchelp. fail- 
‘ ee lpsrechesiibr dias bata jee 


| SE was ‘alee pon nstscty Al 
Tut anoth er, almo rhea 


“She rybipbe torneo y you caus nee fotenpeh 21 es. 
5 you defpife> ‘them in one placesand hitheni come. 
for thenns! 4 and ‘poor hearts, eyes: din arts) hard, 
> ‘eoniidienees! afleep, | -ears deaf. fap acre cuenay 
“God departed, and nothing left. but ia sdead 
ge maybe! fome are fincere, and: the-work of.€ 
° Spitit is fet back, ‘your lamps:are i aor 
a minds ‘and tender: hearts:and ‘earnefbipurfuitoafter| the 
'oUord ig gone.” O then confider what. dittle:cauferyou _ 
have ‘to boaft in meansi!>Men that/llhave «non part in 
Ships, ‘Took for no gain; but if yourhave any;part in 
the bleffing of Drditiohees ss reft, not without itissr 
Ue 3. Hence fee what need: you have | lof agnighty 
and unrefiftible power ofthe Lond? sc.grace. and Spi-, 
rit, to‘carry you to an end:in your )Chriltian courfe, if 
ever you come to life,’ Por if hypocrily:difcovers it- 
“félf'in an ineffectual ufeiof means, them youowill find 
all the powers of darknefs refitting : sand ‘deeking to 


furprize 
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furprize-youhere. > |That,as.it is with, thieves, y 

‘hall’ not fee not find. them lying in the city, it 3 

_ ‘Wath ‘there. to:offer any violence, but in the; wa 

yee thente; :and: hence) all his powerjand . 
des'vin ythe|oway. ofmeans,; to | keep; you, f 

ethenee:!) <xAnd hence |lock) pon ythe belt (n 

how)! manys hindrancesito) prayerifemetimes, th 
hechas: tafteditheafweet of yity he) had) rath 
thane pray:o How! foon are the thoughts 

_ iffom God, when we:comie to, draw, nigh. 
“how wnable to wake; one hour? That if 

othe ‘invincible ftrength of a God th 
bahlney-1/ Pets ii ih neve 


He ak 
ay 
<) 


_ the Lord’s inrefiftible power:!Thou indeed: haft an 
voendyebut fay; «Lord. 'thouomult carry. me, like a loft 
 fheepvon thy fhoulders ‘to that end! *.Seek;the Lord 
a! $andchis ftvength,: feek his’ face, evermore,’’ in all 

means, ‘atvdllvtimes, but feck: his: ftrength then, Col. 
viaigiags ldabourthns, Rriving according to his, work- 
i9*liag owhieh: works inime mightily 2°) and fo Eeftrive. 
| Onfee needrof this Manysof: you make, work, wit 
1 sour cdinyheapts; and iftrive,oand enaeavour, and yet 
nrcannot ftirsoO,dookethen: for: this,mighty working, 
on and’ feel armed of it! dion digb ve a1gwog-4e2 {! 
eee reh ita! Pt 72 SECT. 
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we iT OR RAL Fis Ba fie) (SD ® pits 
“. veel BME «Ge tes Wee cmon iad. isd 
Sek “garg 8 tom sanobnu ted aes: 
2 4. Of Trial. FENCE judge whatyounftates) 
his day before the Lord. 1 know:and ibehieve 
you prize, pray for,. long for the endy; and ifre.: 
:.the, Lord faves and. pardons you, you:fhath have 
to blefs him. . You may docas has been faid)) 
er find a heart given you by the divincible 
gs of a God to ufe and improve all means to. 
_and thus your practice inthe-habitual ne- 
eans is a clear and manifeft:witnels, like 
inft you, that you do:not defire fincerely” 

think) in haying, fo little refpect. to. 


fee 


Si 


us !) to, hell, the fame enemy. has already botind thee | 
up in chains, and what-will become of thee, it is on.’ 
ly known in. his. breaft, that by the voice of his trump, 
can, awaken the dead, and break ‘the bonds of -floth > 
and death itfelf. But you will fay, there. are no vire 
Sims among us that neglect to take their! oil: that fo 
far, forget.thenifelves:as'to neglectthe:means, that are. 
come {o) many thoufand miles for iméatis ;) there is 
vot | not 
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not.a day but fome line is draw, not a fermon, Sab 
bath, but fome good got, or élfe they think them 
fe v half undone, not a prayer but one ftep near 
. athe day is not long enough, and therefo 
ightsi are fpent in wrettlings with the ang 
lays In« prevailing: with God for: ‘themfelves, 
churches, ‘and. blefling ‘on: both; Sabbaths. ate 
day-breaks of heaven, ithe: fellowihin ‘of faints 
than to: ftand ‘before’ kings; «the fellowfh ip of 
injheaven fo.fweet,‘that‘in : feeking of ‘him m 
get themfelvesy nay to eat their’ bread ; th 
Lord fhouldrhave let:out the vineyard 
to\ serie es tek ine ue pboared: 


re 
¥ and fe 
y go f s about the tree’ 
tisiouden'b boughs. am mutt mi. 44 
& beft may not be difcovered here, the fairs 
n thefield muft wither, they’ cannot lat,’ 
tiafféGions that are but’ ‘temporary, that" 
acted imen amightily for a time in the’ ufe'of’ 
means, mutt! iperifh-in ‘the negle@of means’ at lait. 
JT festlieadiicheokidralinedicl with profane ‘Gr ‘carnal’ 
gofpellers; fo» much ‘as with clofe deceivers’ of their. 
owmdouls ;)and<Jook as ‘it is in all fores, you may , 
know! where ithe-fore is by the lappings, fo you‘may 
know:a: fluggard that negleéts means by his fhifts: 
_Forafryoucobferve; no fin has'fo many thifts and co._ 
lours! foroit as-this;:Saul,'when’ he had not gone 
- throtgh«ttiteh with: the Lord's work in flaying the 
Amalekites; what ado had Samuel to’convince him > ) 
Hentellsva! liep lays-they blame onthe people, ‘pro-"’ 
pounds the good end and: affection he Eads ey here: rp 
£ pei itass wath’ many5: lagi Wie J id 
1.) Phofe that ‘livein a fecret néglect/of means, Ae 
yeti ohne toucome‘ to their’end, becaufe’ of their de- 
firesg:we fhall find the feripture gives us ‘two forts of 
gon defires. 


r his hands re 


rig hteou are eve’ 


aieta ane Bs 
but all mea ule, 
ah mivair of goed, 


y a of 


, that e : 
“able, cue: fears it, an dB 


idon, and life, and peace, nd 
$ it 3 5 O A I might. 


“nor He et Do fee) 
' Lord pecan tcie 
“Reed it, is “it worth that? O no, but yet 
_ will be; fo, merciful as to accept their defi 
‘in eft, and. live and die j in that reft; oO 
_,your defires kill you ; 5 asa ‘man is ‘ind 1e with flot 
ful fervants that cannot earn their own, much lefs get 
their mafters bread: And ‘many in “hell fay,’ Thad . 
thought my defires would have carried me to glory, 
but now-1 fee they have’ been flothful, and here I 
mutt, perifh and famifh for ever ; had Known of this, 
.)A.would rather have wept out my eyes, § and filled the 
. world with my forrowful complaints, my meditations 
| of the Lord’ fhould have meen at midnight ; 3 - would 
‘ OBive 


- 
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ec gem eyes of fleep at ni 
a at day, and, Toltt : IS» | 

n cee Sey ee OTR thele del 
3 ave) loft. my life. Here 1 Chritti: 
bottomed, they are 1 
ome. to fome or othe 


ing ne of th ems 
ie on ee 
AES Gaya : 


t at ies rthe tt, 
eth. "TI know 


means ap san h isbereo 
ecaufe of w idly clogs and ‘in- 
r ‘this j is the very f{pirit: of inany 
“keeps “the | houfe from being burat, 
an being fick, it, may be family prayer 


[ not that, | ome fecret i is omitted ; 5 if not 


be BNE oF, Sah i 


“diflke th bis, et, li 


home, : are? “thefe things: 


t ieeieas with cares San lifts 
Now many a man though he doth 
this, | Why, 2° Ts this ‘your 
your por thon?" No, ‘but yet 
thinks 


oe . ON THE PARABLE OF THE 


nks he may with a fafe confcience continue thus, - 
d God forgive him too; why the family is great, 
Idren increafe upon me, (and they are fo bufy and 
a drefling on the Lord’s day, that. fermon is out — 
re they come) and we are not called to book it 
day as minifters can, and worldly. employments 
fo many, and the beft are entangled here ; and 
think this is an excufe, Luke xiv. 18, 19. Nay 
7 a one convinced of this, yet lives in this againit 
of conviCtion, hoping that one day the ftream. 
cafions will be run by. 1 confefs, as the 
ven us his ordinances to feek him in, fo he. 
fed. our callings to walk with’ 


gare 
ands 


bands for themfelves: But her 
when to worldly employments, 1 
lords of them, when men do not make thei 
bow down to them, and ferve them, that, t 
ferve and feek a God; but they bow down their knees 
nay bafely their backs, under the feet of an 7 mean 
employment, that muft be followed with negle& of | 
God. Do not fay, who is not entangled here? I tell. 
you, if Chrift’s prayer can prevail fome are not, John 
»  xvil-'1s. “J pray not that thou wouldft take, them 
“out of the world, but keep them from the evil :?? — 
If blood can prevail it does, Gal. i. 4. .O look to 
this | it may be fome of you do not only negle& the 
Lord, all dies again, O it is the world: know your 
eftates by this. : ig MES RUS 
3- Thofe that depart from God in the/negleét of 
means, becaufe they find no good, and do not feel 
themfelves a whit the better for them ; they neglect 
this trade, becaufe they find it a gainlefs trade: For 
thus God executes his eternal rejeétion upon many a 
foul: As it is with Saul, it was one of the laft vials 
God 
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God poured out upon him, 1 Sant. xxviii. 5, 6;°GR 
faith he2"*"E am fore diftreffed, and the Lord anfwets 
eee nor Thummim, and-therefore a 
: 1€ etre devil cuter me if God, 
aT yee fosisbav ing: committed fome fin: 
on the confcience, is fore troubled, a 
ft to goes: to the Lord, and the Lord anfwers 1 
there is filence”in heaven, and all means, but f] 
ie ¥ ife -of fears’ within; now at lait the foul. does 
a Hie Lord ine fata plainly » but what me 


fants debliep 4 waiting’ at. God's ga 
a duti and prayers, and =uthom . 
_ is kept to'q yn Salah ‘butt 
eB a ee oe ot , for the Lord 


Lpehsoain vaee a [ tat me the 
faith believes there is that hid da. the Lord 
pleythatic never faw yet, -hence,they look 
hatomade a ase hig (XKY: hide bis fas 


; Pe Abheatarcie + much: alas ate I could 4 not 
iG sand here! es tid. his talent. eine men, keep 


mt ive for 9p time: siberobolal to do. nd “haeias it as, their 
“cul ‘om without perigee fuch meals aide as to gail 
the vend ofthe means. vor 

OV 4! Phofe that’ doineg ta@the: lee iy ‘means by; an 
effe@ual purfuit of them, becaule of fome fips and 
tafteiof fome: good iarkhdm 5 sand foinethinks it ts nm 
this)! Neate 8s itbiscin domie coumtities,, avhere it.a man 
CGites t6 ‘thelvdioules inthe afternoon, and. bora pave 

Ad aioe: tot patty: ¥ at lothitoypart without theyving, inne 

* Kihenehegtand: reiierinege tafting of ity PaBH 
Ria Ba OU go: ceur Ulm. < “: Pitan 
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heir voiding napkin, and finding that réfrefhing there 
y are content to lofe their fupper. - So,it is here, 
man comes weary to the Lord’s houfe, to his ordi- 
ces, the Lord will not let him go without fome 
reflion of kindnefs, nor they depart willingly from 
Lord without it, and hence the Lord gives them 
t out.of darknefs, joy out of forrow, peace out of 
guble, atafte of his {weetnefs, after taftes of fin’s 
nefs, and then they. take their leave ;. as_ they 
Vi. 25 35 45 5. And here the.Lord leaves many 
reature, Deut. xxix. 2, 35 4+ they did fee 
ind tafte fomething, and there they reft- 
he Lord gives them not eyes to fee, &c. 
amite living is fully. emptied of his'lufts, 
to fill hi > empti 


many at firft converfion fought the Lord. earnedtly,, 
afterward affections and endeavours die, that now they 
are as good as the word can make them! Hence the 
Lord when in mercy he deals with men, keeps them. 
long fatting till the time of extremity comes, and thea 

~ ; he 


mibitier! Pr TEN VIRGINS gd sep crn 3.39 ae cage 


-_he'pours waters on the thirfty. Hence better for thofe. 


muft bring ‘us to Chrift; what elfe th 
mean, Rom. iv. ‘Not to him 


Joan. of teceiving Chrift, they can do nothi 


‘believeth 


never to have known, 2 Pet. ii. 21. and an hypoerite’s 
laft endiis to fatisfy himfelf, hence he ‘has’ enough 
aif WB to fatisfy Chrift, hence’ he never has € 


Beare . — oe 
“Thofe that do neglect the Lord under this c6s 
ing thes 
felves, and*Chrift muft do all; andilehekcneste t 
Lord fecretly, and fometimes quarrel with the m 
firy privately, when preffed to a duty or to be 
Alas | what’ can a man ‘do, when all t! 
the world have preached their hearts out, 


horn Oh aay { 
t Ms 
Ogt 
ar 


eT 
vay 


i 


fay they, the caufe of 

g ‘od’s the elects not, he gives*no heart ; 
es the Lord’ prophefies of,:'Mat ‘vii. 21. 
‘fay to me Lord, Lord,” 7. ¢. that advance 
eDord’Jefas, and live in neglect of all duties, and 
bring «thé! Lord of glory not from his throne in hea- 
ven’ to: hell;’ but which is worfe debafe him from his, 


_ glory ’toj fin; to be the cover of fin; and protector 


of it. “Beloved, 1 know no furer fign of a veflel that 
God intends ‘to break in pieces than this, to live in 


this neglect, 2 Tim. ii. 20. Nay it is an evidence 


there is no hope, no living hope, 1 Johniil. 3. ‘* He 
<¢ that has this hope purgeth himfelf as Chrift is pure.” 
Many it feems boafted of hope in Chrift, fo do famts, 
but he gives this note, he purgeth himfelf, he will 
not fluggithly put all on Chrift. It is true, it is the 
mighty working of Chrift that muft conquer thy lufts, 
but muftthis put you to negleé flriving, Col. i. 29. 
<< [ftrivelaccording to the working.”” — And for my 
part,’ though ‘I will not difpute the point at large, I 


‘pelievejtherevis a conftant afliftance of the mighty 


power of the Lord Jefus in the fouls of all the faints, : 
Uua Peter 


ie) _ ON THE PARABLE OF THE 
eter i. c. And hence x Johniv. ‘ Greater is he 
that is in you, than in the world.” The faints:as_ 
ey receive the Lord Jefus to rule them, that he a- 
e may be lord and king not only in heaven, but in 
eir hearts; fo a falfe heart receives Chrift, laftly ’ 
t to eafe him: fometime for to eafe him of the bur- 
of confcience ; fometime to eafe him of the Lord’s 
dtd, the burden of his will; and hence fome at laft 
omplained, though ‘hardly convinced of it, that 
iid be contented the Lord fhould a@& them ; 
end was, that thereby they might be rid of 
and fo eafed by him. I have heard'a 
e afked, What is the’ difference be- 
vorking of Go and the ‘faints ? 
-And that the a " y Ter he of @races; the 
other immediately. 2. The itis Le 
‘bours leaft : quite crofs to the ftreamvof 
heed how you underftand thefe points arig rt! 
ef the molt hellifh villainy in the world under 
them. Wo to thee that canft paint fuch a Ghrift/in 
thy head, and receive fuch a Chrift into thy:Heart as 
~ muft be a pander to your floth ; the Lord will!revéenge 
“this wrong done to his glory with greater forrows than 
ever any felt: To make Chrift not only meat and 
drink to feed, but cloaths’ to’ cover your ’ floth. 
“Why what can’ we do? what can we do ? Why as 
the firft Adam conveys not only guilt but power: So 
the fecond conveys both righteoufnefs and ftrength ; 
as Chrift is now triumphing by his eternal Spirit, and 
his life is heavenly ; fo if you be in Chrift, there is a 
Spirit of Chrift, whereby a never-dying life is begot, 
that can and does conquer ; though it be but a fpark, 
Chrift maintaining it, it {hall come to vi€tory. You 
‘are forfaken of Chrift if you want this, or elfe take 
heed this colouf make you not forfake him. 
6.°"Thofe that neglect the means, and yet look for 
“the end in hope of future time, and fo négle&t the 
‘“prefent feafon. ‘Thus it is with many aone; theday 
. of 
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of life and health, and day of ordinances continues ; 
and hence the fluggard cries; Prov..xxiv. 33.‘ fet 
 @ little more flumber,” I will }have but a littl 
while longer, &c. Hence when con{cience-checks, 1 
~nifters warn, the Lord woos, the.Spirit cries; an 
~ puts off all with this, I hope it will be better : 
hence it fails-out with them as with thofe, M 
xxiv. “¢ The Lord comes in a time they look ng 
-& him ;’?)-and of this many on their death-bed 
cried out. Think of this, ye convicted perfons. 
know it is miferable with you, before Go 
breath, you have nothing to plead for 
but hope of time. Know it, God’s pref 
golden, m0: 


time, ii 


1€ ound in your time, but in his 
m efe things to heart! efpecially you 
rown weary of means, that faint in your 
/ is not yet weary of continuing means, art 
tho ary of gaining by means ?,O confider, this, 
- you that have had many hopes, defires, purpofes, but 
all blafted, your time and means neglected: Think on 
- this, you that have had: marvellous -affections, but 
your fpirits are gone; nothing can make you mend 
your pace, not all miniftry and word, but you are 
clogeed with means.. Remember that, Ma. Ixv. 8, 
Q; 105/11, 12,°13,:14. “ For my people that have 
*¢ fought me,”? &c. 


ROA Ok a 


mi We Ufe u. "To all thofe that do effectually feek'the 
Lord in the ufe of means. And for difcovery there- 
of, confider : : cae 

1. If ever the Lord gave you a heart effectually to 
feck him in means, you will find mighty oppofitions, 
temptations fpringing up one after another, &c. from 
within, from without, and the oppofitions will make 

| you 
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u feck him the more. Hence Rom. xiii. 11, 12. 


t on. the ermour of light.”” When a man de- 
and lies in his floth, he meets with little oppo- 
or trouble of his own heart; but here it is 'o- 
ife, therefore put on armour. And Ifay, the 
is made hereby to feck the Lord the more, as the 


€ days are evil.” As itis with mariners, they 
only ufe fair, but fide, and almoft contrary 
near the fhore they are bound for';: 


_ the more} let the : 
the Lora to crofs hi will, and | 
peace makes'him love,’ and afflition. 
the Lord early.’ Hence becaufe thou a 
feek for-more help, nid guodocatg Int dine 
2.) You will feek him with-your whole heart, fo’ 
thatiit is the-Lord only that the heart is-bound eforp 
Pfalg oxisis@s « Phil iii. aia Dhe, feeling af the: 


Lord’s power and eternal life, and that not only while: 


means laft,-but when in want of, and banifhed from 
means: as David forgets his crown and kingdom, 
and faith, Pfal. xxvii. 4.“ One thing I have defir- 
““ ed,” Hence Hezekiah hada promife of life, and 
going to God’s houfe when recovered, it was not life 
he minded fo much as this, ‘What is the fign that 
“<1 fhall go\to the houfe of the Lord??? * Hence 
fats, though’ they neglect fometimes, yet as a thip 
driven back by negle@ing winds, or asa tradefman 
he is altogether for his gain, yet proves an ill hufband: 
Yometimes, but when he has felt his loffes he falls to. 
hisitrade again: So here, like merchants: feeking 
pearls, &c. Matth. xiii. 45. Let this comfort you 
though you find nothing, yet faints are a generation 
of 


I e,bids us “ put off the works of darknefs, and 


aan, Mark x.48.° “ Redeem ‘the’ time, be- 


Pe a ee Oe 


TEN VIRGINS 32 < | 


of feekers, finding time is not come, yet certainly 
you fhall come to your end at laft., You have no 
* lappings for the fores of your floth, but opening them 
batpreutie Lord ; ‘the Lord will heal and. help in 
;- we ae Hid k Pt 
re Object. But I feel no good, hence ig am el 
feck not aright. 
» Anf.. Gal. vic ge. ous hall reap | in ae tin 
and Heb, x1. 13... All things were. a8 to the 
mife, yet Abraham. holds on ftill.., 
Object. But I find By: pie faint, 
lefs and weary... 
Anf. When beans and fest fa 
not. , God: bgaier™s that eae may k 
Snenatlinness relp lie 


contact aes Minin mores Bee 
rift, as” well as fleeps, yet he is the 
| t preacheth him. When a man’s meat is.fo 
far m doing good, .as. that it does. him» hurt, heis 
dying 5 fo that fin is dying, that flothis. dying, when} 
food given to it, dees kill at. David is ready to give 
upall, yet faith, « itt tals good for, me, to draw near! 
‘to God,’’ and. there the heart, il oe ils 
again: eit 9H GEV ‘ ; Bx 6% aes ; 


Sok s Ga Ts Vi. 


“Up é sfiBebonaii. O Be not flothful then, 
neglect no means, but ufe all means, get oil in your | 
vellels, that you may get your defired end. | Mari- 
‘ners that are bound for a voyage, when fet out, wall 
ald be at reft till they are landed where they - would 

It: was one ate the church’s: forrrowul com- 
Be Ha. slxivec7. v2 None rhe thirs up shim- 
Cpdelt Bric FCI “a 


§ — » Sie i: 
a i a i = = ; a 
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he 


Obj: But I find many hindrances without me, 
ny fins within me, have: fometime neither ftrength 
y, which is worfe) nor yet heart to feek the Lord, 
pugh my wants are ascii hones ay ae decline; 
wihalll do? age <a 
af. ve Find out that which clogs thy heart hon. 
ing effectually, and caufes that neglect, and that 
es the Lord negle€t thee in thy ineffe@ual feek- 
elfe thou mayeft- feek and never find, and that 

e luft; fomething that’ eafes the heart: which is” 
on the foul has not bre ad, Bae with 
ald tot” 
do; ‘fo > many ds srithnti Gad, untets- 
fomewhat elfe befide the"Lo ord 


good,’ siiteoue 1 
2. Zac. vil. 6. »Men 


horfes: 
thefeduftey 1 1f cherafore not for’ et 
Lord’s fake, ‘who elfe will not— be’ accounte 
the feeking;” firid out whatever contents you 
firyhas no holidays, O you muft have-him Hie ae 
og: Ufe'means, but truft not to them, nm or to any ! 
fttetigth'teceived to carry you along-in- this wo ee 
yow will elfe neglect cand fall-from. the Lord, an u ie 
_ from’ you. It is faid of Afa, 2.‘Chron, xvi, 125 
»S6-Afa was difeafed in his feet in his old age, ‘yet | He“ 
Sis foaght not to the Lord, but phyficians<”’ So it is 
with manya difeafed Chriftian, they feek not to the 
Lord, to cure'their feet, but’ means, or themfélves, 
hence he decays and dics. You have the fiream of 
all temptations again{t you, it'is not: your own ‘oars, 
but the Lord’s wind that mutt carry you againff it ; . 
look therefore to an Almighty’ Power in means to — 
help you, plead God’s covenant to put his fear into 
your hearts, that you may not depart. from him, as © 
ae will not forfake you, 1 Cor. xv. ro. “Paul receiv- 
“ éd not grace'in vain; but sa Ours sme ‘yet 
‘ 66 not 


| SEN VIRGINS. » 
** not 1, but grace”? There is little fear of dro n- 
‘ing fo long as we keep head above water, fo long as 


we cleave to the Lord fefus. ugha tay: is 
3. Love the prefence of the Lord and his company. 
TF there be any love between you, you will then fi a 
time, and nothing fhall keep you from him, Jeri. — 
1, 2, 3. ‘¢ I remember the love of thine efpouf Is, 
“* when thou followed me in a wildernefs throug hpit 
‘© and deferts.” Remember he has been in heaven 
praying for thee, when thou haft been provoking : 
him ; he has been blefling thee, when thou hai 
abufing him ; it may be he has let outshis 
‘blood to make room for thee in his he 
he intends through all eternity to 
love to thee, andg$*he,not worth 
him lend 5; —— 


‘honour : now Chrift and eternity are 
4 d hence they feem little, and hence to feek 
the not made a bufinefs of greateft weight and 

importance, 2 Cor. iv. 16, 13.“ We faint not 
_ © while we look to things that are eternal, Ads 
xxiv. 15,16. There is not the vileft reprobate, but 

when he fhall fee the glory that fhall be revealed, 

he fhall ftamp and tear his hair, and fay, O, if 1 had 

known this ! 1 hope I fhould never have dreamed out 

my time fo as I have done ! We look on the picture 

of goodnefs in the volume of the creatures, which 

fatisfy not ; O never ceafe looking upward, tll you 
fee what you feck for in the greatnefs of it.. Suppofe 
a man fhould fleep all his life-time, and be in a dream, 

and in it have all the delights and glory of the world 

prefented to him, at laft the ground opens its mouth 

-and {wallows him up, and then he is awakened, Lord 
how will he cry? Jruly Chrift and grace and fellow- 

pe fhip 
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iall things with men, but the world ts great and” 
is your delight ; truly it is but your dream : 
t will your fouls be when death opens its mouth ? 
t a fad thing is it to fee men {pin cobwebs ' that 
‘be fWept down Pee > tee Tah “esate 
otives 1. To thofe that never fought the Lord 
tually to this day, nor to negleét' his now: thofe 
ire like children born before their time, that" have 


s deep enough ; have fome defires, but eaf- 
F; that have run for a while, but are 


they c 
vay ; | 


firft hour of the day, a 
thefe fet back and think they are fet righ 
fldw all their life after. That ashe f 

ous man, he hada itrong defire for hea ; 
would bear his charges thither: fothefe. And 
I fpeak, not that never fought, but’ that’ have’ 


e been — 
feeking ; yet effectually to ufe all’ means, this‘you 
Wi eh Ot DG to Dest eEs 


never did. - = eS eer ae 
“1. Confider how far men have gone ? What theang: 

they have ufed? yet have never found to'this day, 

Luke xiii. 24. Strive, faith Chrift. This Tfpeak be- 


catife men think they may negleét their feafons of ear- 


p with God are not thought of, fought for, are. 


ee. 


oe 


e forrow after the Lord; but comforted be: - 


things before they were fatisfied with _ 


neft purfuit after grace, men may fit ftill, and‘put all _- 


care from themfelves to God, and live in their floth. 
Ono, confider fo many fnares, fo many by paths, fo 
many deceits within, fo many fins anid Tufts to fabdue, 
all time and means is little endugh : take “heed of 


{pending prodigally, and think Chrift’s grace’ will — 


bear you out. Ol! took upon the’ ctie’ of a death- 
bed, to fee fome men that have ‘been’ like famifhing 
men that have wanted bread, and’ then “have * cried 


bread, bread, but could not ‘eat it. °'O, faith Paik’ 


c¢ 1 beat down my Body, left in preaching to others” 
¢¢ myfelf- become a caftaway.?) © © lwo: 
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...2. Confider how. others have broken down, the 
_-greateft difficulties, and are now in glory, as Rev. sii, 
an... They loved not, their lives to the death?’ 
They have not only {pent their time, loit their name, | 
their comforts, but their blood, that, have_paf 
through,,.waters, fires, bonds, imprifonments, . 
_ with Paul-have not “‘ accounted their lives dear 
they might finifh their.work,”... David was § 
God ;,.one would think fometimes he had en 
yet. when he awakes, he is with God at, mid 
*§ his thoughts and reins inftruct him ; the Wi 
*< his meditation day and night.’’ Yough it fee him 
in.the.temple blefling God, on the i 
the Lord, ont ill, in banif 
‘ter him, fat ame 


4» Confider whatever your condition be, thake of 
your floth, and fet upon the means, the Lord will be 
found; do it in good earneft : this will be good news 
to you that think he will never, but be thy heart like 
fteely. and hard, the Lord will break. it, Heb. Xi. 6. 
<6 He will be found of them that feek him eBnBenUy: , 

nd. 
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ON THE PARABLE OF THE 7 
ind ‘the greater things thou feekeft for,-the more 
elto. get them ; as one of the fathers thinks, that 
pray with’repetitions, is to pray for {mall things. 
‘Open thy mouth wide, I will fill it”? vand it may 
prefently in amoment, whenthou thinkeft leaftof it, 
ay be at that time when thou findeft moft uawilling- 
nd difficulty to feek, feek then and'the Lord will be 
O this damps many a man in the ufeof means, 
ksithe:Lord will never help, and henceis tor- 
with this thought, and fits down and refts: 
guld: keep a labourer from work, ‘or a travel- 
king, put thorns in their feet ; now the 
Nis d, there is pricking 'ftuff, he cannot 
follow onchis inefs now 0 itlis here, Prowsxw. | 
ag. ° Take heed~ fitti 
thoughts as thefe ; it is ftrange t he 
ed for every cut, and becaufe wounded f 
off from the Lord by unbelief too.) o« 
72 Motives to you that have followed: the I oT 
now have begun ‘to neglect him: for what’ \caufe >I 
‘know nots; but lam fure the LLord>has given you - 
none ; \'yet:a fpirit of flumber-and floth:isiupon you, — 
that you arenot'the men you were.: Itmay be fome 
for' want ‘of place, want of: time, many! occafions, 
many fortows and temptations in this wildernefs:; and 
hence'no! means: {weet, ' no bed eafy, vyour, bones are 
-broken. volt may be a little: time of inegle& has em- 
/boldnedyou to ‘a cuftom:: It may be! loofe’ examples, 
-the:{piritsrof others flat,°and thine) is:fo\too, whom 
God ferit into church-fellowhhip to quicken them = it 
may be anillyhufband:is an hindrancésa’ bad wife, as 
Job’s wife, or whatever! itrisy» Oothat: Godio-would 
fpeak this day toryoudurbs vite tt shina) | 
16 Confider thou art nearer.toothy! falvationy than 
when thou didft firft believe 3’ and themyot thought | 
‘Mo\time, no pains toormuch; :but-allitoo little, Rom. 
xiii t1,012, » Mariners near theifhore;: look out for 
rocks, Lord that I: may not fplit mow: Truly as it 
was with Chrift, the longer he did live, the more for- 
rows, 


hy 
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rows, fo with you.) God has carried you:neat falvar 
tion, wes sega nearer, there are worfe rocks;loo 
_. you now.’ Satan’s laft temptations are ftro 

»Ongive not ininow! It may be not manyid 
nor weeks’ hence thou fhalt come to ey) joa *s-end 
Awaken then out of \fleep... > ited vere 
a: Confider how glad the Lord is ‘of thy compamy 
he has been fo, and will be fo again; ‘thou can: 
come in too late, 4 Sam. xii. 21. as poor and 
thou art, Prov. vii, ** His delightiis with t 
s¢ of men”’.» Witnefs mercies, witnefs : 
then feek him!) Witnefs defertions, » the 
witnefs -his fweet entertainment of the 
when-he has | 
not of);+ 


'y atime 
d knows 
hindrance ichfatan lays 
( fs itis to Chrifty Jersii nr, 
mber the: love of thine: -elpoufals 5 
1 didft follow ame;”* efpecially “when 
S / when little ftrength within, 
rope! without; yet I-will not give over. 


ie He forgets this. ‘The Lord has never fuch fad 


days asqwhen thou turneft thy back onhim,and thou 
meverfo good, aswhen thou feekeft him. fl 
o@)Gonfider thy gains, there fhall, not the leaft 
endeavour; defire, purfuit after the Lord; not the 
Teaft word, prayer, thought, time: fpent, but an-abun- 
-dant recompente i is in Chrift’s hands, x Cor. xvi 58. 
‘* Ever abounding, knowing that it fhallmot be in 
Swain.’ Aiman that rows againft the {tream, a lit- 
tle negle& of rowing carries him down again. But 
-O “ be'everrabounding inthe Lord’s work, for — 
 Jabour is not/in vain in the Lord.” 
4. Confider, if after admonition again and again, 
yet you nourifh floth, there is fome heavy ftroke near 


“i theew) Believeit, ‘he ‘will:not alway bear with thy:ne- 


gle@t. ssAs nothing makes him more joyful than your 
‘companyy | {fo- nothing cuts ‘him more than your ne- 
eas ona aida ie anne ieeg from eternal mifery, 

‘y syets 
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et fometimes your greateft comfort is loft by this 
leans, Matth. xxvi, 38, 40, 44, 45.. Firit he ftirs 
em up once and again, then leaves them, and comes. 
ain, and faith nothing, but the third time, ‘‘ fleep 
on, the Son of man is betrayed.” . So your, com- 
rt, and Chrift and his prefence are betrayed, Some 
we had their hufbands, wives, children, eltates gone, 
which is worft of all,. the Lord ybetrayed, the 
ort of their hearts gone, and hence horrors and 
ethem. _ ~ ee So ee a 
tives to usefpeciallyinthis country, 
1as put the price and wealth of the world, 
gold and filver, into ourshands, who 


ok will you 
wilh yo 


-& A 


ns, they. 


| ‘they long for any thing, and 
comes, they cannot touch it. If it were nig 
might fall to fleep, but the. dig aperaeie i 
God plant his vineyard, but you never come 
the iruit of it? , of SA4 see Sets pee 
_ 2, Your temptations are greater here to neglect the. 
Lord. | Others are tried with the fcorching fun, 
there is No fleeping there. God tries. us.with the tha. 
dow, jets us under the vines of ordinances; others. 
are in {torms, we in calms... ‘* When thou eateft and 
“art full,” faith Mofes, Deut. viii. 10,11. O “ for-. 
“* get notthe Lord !” You lofe in your eftates, and. 
now you, are hungry after the fame again... Satan, 
when Chrift was hungry, aflaults him. It was a. 
thoufand to one if he makes you not fair offers, and, 
overcomes, ‘Things that coft. us much, we prize, 
and keep, and improve, if of any ufe. When we go 
twenty miles to.a facrament, O then it is. precious! - 
while under the bondage of oppreffors, O liberty of 
con{cience, and ordinances are precious? But when. 
_at liberty, we have liberty to have them, hence take 
liberty to negleé&t them, ee Oh a 


) f 2 
u® 


flniihe 
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. Our enemies will be. -upon us. Who feesnot . 
(ihiat obferves the Lord’s dealing) that fome forrows. 
are’ toward, unlefs the Lord awaken, fome fudden 
blafting blow. If any wind be ftirring, men on the 
‘top of mountains will feel it. ~The Lord has fet his 
mountain above all others, and it is folly to ihlok | i 
flee from the crofs, ‘unlefs we flee from Chrift. - 
part of the portion he doth owe us here, if Ke lo V 
us:  Yét “feck the Lord, neglect no feafons to ¢ 
him, and you fhall he hid, Zeph. ii. 2. Nay -w 
worlt times come, 2. Chron. xv. ce “Ay § 
is no peace, they that feek him hall fn 
 Tfear there is at this day as deep mi 
gaint Ni ew-England as ever the fu 
will firft deal fu r befo € 2 cruel. 


= ¥ ee tone! feek the Tord Ail id private. If 
ou find no good, find outthe fin. Is not meditation 
eglected ?- Communion of faints not improved ? Do. 
not fay, we an do’ nothing, and why are we ‘preft to 
it? If you cannot, yet it is yout duty, and you 
mutt be preffed ; : and perith you fhall if you feek not ; 
or if you be'called, there is fome Spirit of, the Lord 
in you that is ‘mighty. 
2. Being come hither for public helps, and means, 
and all ordinances, O do not betray your liberties! 
But lofe your blood before you lofe them, and the” 
Lord'in them.» Bear the ark ‘ftill on your fhoulders, A 
that the’Lord may dwell with you. Hence, ~~ 
4. Ifyou would have the walls of magiftracy be’ 
brokendown (the means to preferve the church and 
means among © you) if they make laws, deride 
them’;°4f-they’ execute laws, appeal from them. 


ve 


\ & wae 
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2. Would you have confufion the mother of dif- 
Boro among the people? let every man once one day 
in n the year turn magiftrate, and out face” authority, 
; 4 d profefs it is his liberty. Would. you have — 
th fts, injuftice abound ? let no man know his ov 

removing the land-mark, and pe es pro- 


3. Would you wha God’s oveanatiees in the purity 
f them removed ? ? keep out the load of fuperftition, 
he for _ peace fake, fuffer a few feeds to be 
amon you. 
Would you have allthe meffengers of the gof- 
reviled, at laft maflacred? profefs they are 
i ibes and Pharifees, perfecuting ey ;p- 
tians, enen fo. the Lord Je nd the more de- 
vout the worfe 3 EY i 
Germany faid, 
Pope, Anabapt . 
John Calvin. Wass shea NS - 
_5- Would you ruin the sett rte not p ype 
| gaint i it, but gofpel againft gofpel, _promifes ag in E 
ptomifes, Chrift againft Chrift, Spirit again{t Be 
pe again{t grace, and then he i is twice 

alls by his own weapons. SS 

6. Would you have oppreffors fet over Bo tot re- 
move ordinances, to encreafe your burdens ! ? Main- 
tain this principle then, that they will not affault us 
firft by craft and fabtilty, but openly and violent- 
ly, . 

7, Would you have this ftate in time to degener- 
ate into tyranny ? take no care then for making laws. 
When they are made, would you have all authority 
turned toa meer vanity? Be gentle and open the 
door to all comers that may cut our throats in time; | 
and if being come they do offend; threaten them 
and fine them, but ufe no fword againft them. Your 
fathers of the country be not offended; this I fpeak 
not to difparage any, the practice {peaks otherwife ; e 


J 


‘ 
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Tonly forewarn ; a hope. the Lord has pre ared. bets 
ter helt an ‘mercies for us; lam fare as will, if E 
what as we have we preferve, and what y WERE 
fenKes, 4 we pss rough grace. fhall i Improve. 
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. r, bat the hearts ag ale oe Wiens are ad 
only “for the reception of Crip b 
the graces thereof. . 


ey 


prs Hy that the veflels were not fep ara 
the lamp, as though the lamp was.in 
ne _vellel in another ; ; this was neither 
ie comlinefs of that’ age to camber 

| _ but the lamp (as it is in ours) ‘was t 
ee paca kindled and lighted, the veffel that 
a ke i the oil to ferve this end; and hence the’ 
folly of ve of. them appeared, that they would car- 

ry baatng lamps with empty ay, juft as if a man 

fho uld ae 


ee 


ot srk Ro 


ou wt ‘the wick through ° the oil that it may 
bur ees G time, , and ‘provide no ‘oil in the veffel to’ 
malin the lain 5, ; however all comes to one GF they” : 
be feparate) i an. refpect of that; that lawn at.o~ Ao 
Thus ‘literally we fee what the lamp, veflel}”’ ‘and 
oil is ¢ Be) now what is {piritually meant thereby. cate hes ae 
#2 Gas IY gS ee re "yi y ; ii 1. 
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ON THE PARABLE OF THE 
1. For the oil: what isthat ? I intend not here to 
— fhew the fond and various apprehenfions of popifh 
writers, who underftand by oil, alms, good works, 
, good intention, &c. But by oil, is meant the Spi-+ 
of Chrift, and the graces of it, peculiar to all the 
e& ; and thus in fcripture phrafe, 1 John ii. 27. the 
‘+ is called ** the anointing ;’” and the graces 
the Spirit, Cant. i. 3.“ The {mell of Chrift’s 
sntments:” Harlots love him for the gifts he 
is, but virgins for the grace he has. _ That oil 
ran firft.on Aaron’s head, and runs down to 
‘s here meant. Now as Chrift himfelf had 
, without graces, nor thefe without the 
efe-being in him as in the 


not ) 
Spirit, but bot 
fountain, they 


nough to fpare he « : meant by 
d fuch. 


therefore, 2 Cor.iv.7. ‘* We have this treafure in 
<< earthen veflels.”” And Rom. ix. 33. “¢ Phey are : 
<< yeffels of glory, prepared unto glory,” and fo fre- 
quently ; fo that herein the foolith fall fhort, for the 
foolifh boafted of Chrift out of them, but where was. 
the Spirit and virtue of Chrift in them And this is 
conceived to be the reafon why the main difference is 
not made, by the want of the external principle, viz. 
Chrift, but by want of the imternak principle and 
work ; this they had not. 1. They had fo much oil, — 
j. e. lighter ftrokes of the Spirit, as kindled a profef- 
fion; but they had not enough. 2. They had fo much 
oil and light as continued their profeflion for a while, 
but it continued not long. Cheah: 
| 4 o> Here © 


Sore: Lie 
oo 
rot 

: 
_ , 


TEN VIRGINS, 50% a 


- Here therefore obferve thefe four things: ae 
Obfervation 1. That the precious fouls of the faith. 
ful are veflels made only, or chiefly to. receive andl _ 
preferve the prefence of the Spirit and the grace of 
Chrift. > pit ene y eae 
Obfervation 2, That within thefé veffels there is an 
inward principle of grace. and life. ~ ii 
Objervation 3._There is a certain meafure, degré 
plenitude or fulnefs of the Spirit of grace in the h 
of the faithful, which the unfound, though mo 
rious profeffors of the gofpel fall fhort of. 
_Obfervation 4. That the graces of the faints 
with their hearts by the Spi 
and of an everlaftingsand 


~The firft point therefore I will only touch on nows. 


28 B CeRi Ty, 


Boa. 1. [HAT the precious fouls and hearts of 
all the faithful are veflels made chiefly and only to re- 
ceive and preferve the Spirit and grace of Chrift, or 
the gracious prelence of the Spirit of Chrift : that as 
itis with the fouls of the wicked, they are made only 
to hold fatan, fin, and wrath, and fo fitted for de- 
ftruction ; fo the fouls of the faints are made and fit- 
ted only to receive and nourifh the Spirit, grace, and 
“love of Chrift. That as it is with princes, the beft 

He EY! 2 rooms 
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rooms are referved only for them; their attendants may 


their lodging. So here, the hearts of the faithful, 
d the beft:rooms, belt affections of it, are only to 
ntertain the Lord, and his graces and Spirit? yet o- 
er things may come in and out as attendants to him, 
ferve him, but the rooms themfelves are only for 
proper ufe, 2 Tim. ii. 20, 21. The church is 
’s houfe » now there are many veflels (many 
fome bafer of wood and earth, fome of hon- 
“what! are thefe? Anfwer. “If a man purge 
from thefe;” for no man is born with a next 


weceive grace, asa veflel full of puddle 


done, he isa ftertswufe, prepared, 
+ Sco The beft veflels abide y not? for 
their own or fervants ufe 
only. And though the Spirit may withdr 
time; and they be unable to do any good 
. they are prepared for the Spitit, and =fo'. 


honour. Hypocrites are veflels of pomp, and fate, 
and ornament: O the brave church of Sardis! the 


profound judgments, deep heads, eminent :Chriftians, — 
but not veflels of honour, becaufe not veflels of ufe 


5 now when this is’ 


ome in and out to ferve them, but it is their room, | 


forievery 
good work, and here is all theufe ‘of the veffel of 


only for their mafter, only to receive the eternal a- 


nointing of the Spirit of the Lord Jefus. If you 
would know the certainty of: this more fully, 1. Ga 
and afk themfelves, is it {oor not? if they be of age, 
and know themfelves, they will fay, 1am the Lord’s 
only, Ha. xliv..4, 5. “S When they {pring up as 
<< willows by the water-courfes : one fhall fay, | am 
“*. the Lord’s.””?. Asan eminent light faid, when dy- 


ing, O Lord, I will be thine: afk the world whofe. 


they are ? and to what ufe and purpofe they ferve ¢ 
they will anfwer, they are none of ours ; and there- 
fore John xv. 19. ‘* The world hates them.’’ > Afk 


‘the Lord himfelf, he will profefes though many wants. 


and 


eae 


_ formed for myfelf.’? Veflels formed and fitted 
» God only for his glory. bene 

» Reafon +. Becaufe all the creatures in the x 
are theirs, and fervants to them, and therefor 


“more we took care for, and fet our hearts up 


‘more we fhould have, and the better we 
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and weaknefles in them; nay, though fometi 
they are weary and neglect him, fall and foil th 
felves ; syet, Hat. xii. 21..., This people | h 


& 


areifor the Lord only, 1 Cor. iii, 21,.22, 23. 
creature, if the more we were converfant wit 


Or if they fhould not ferve us, unlefs we d ; 


+ down our knees to w oil our ba 
bear them; then 


, by catching, 
yne our fouls, and 
id lefs for the Lord ; 


ll care for his people, and 


‘9 bearing more love to them, and having more cate of 


_» them, they ought to be and are only for him, \Hof. 
> Hi. 21, 23. When a man is the feed of God, and born 
+: for him, now all creatures ferve him; hence, 1 Tim. 
- vi. 17, 18. It isa prevailing motive with all the faints, 


~ we have a living God that gives us all things ; all cre- 


atures being dead, and not able of themfelves to help 


us, therefore truft not on thefe things, butshim only, 
_ be not high-minded in thefe things ; but magnify him 


only.» ‘We know how angry God was with Belfhaz- 
. gar for prophaning the veffels of the Lord’s houfe in 
+. making them quafling bowls, and turning them to 


common ufe.. When a man is brought to that mife- 


ry that he has none, nor knows of none to be a friend 


to take care or thought for him, none that loves him, 


_ then:he fhifts for himfelf and becomes a fervant. But 


thofe that know, as women that they have rich huf- 
bands to live on, they take care, 1 Cor. vii. 34. how 
to 
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o pleafe them: fo here. What is the reafon that 
n ate mad for this world? Becaufe they poor cre- 


iven to Chrift, Chrift to them, and all the world 


‘ven to us immediately to our own difpofe, and 
ye have not much of this world) to what/end ? 
he might give eternal life begun here. “Phis 


nly gift, and laft, and beft, and-worthy of him- 


in regard of that bleffed liberty all th 
Saght into ; for what is a Chriftian li- 
amen ? No, 1 Gor. vii. 23. 


faithful a 
berty ? is it to 
fore ferve not yot 
own luft ? No, Rom. v 
‘© from fin, and fervants unto G 
ferve any creature out of yourfelv 


The world is yours already, 1 Cor. 


~! 


es 


iii. 21.22. given to. 


you, bought for you, fpend not therefore one groat 
more to purchafe it, but keep thofe affeGtions and — 


hearts for the Lord; much lefs imprifon not, and 
‘imbondage not yourfelves for it. A Chriftian’s liber 
ty, which God crowns him with above all the ptinces 


of the world, isto be only for the Lord, ‘which liber- 
ty all creatures groan to be in, Rom. viii. 21, 22. To. 


be for God and,a luft, for Chrift and this world, it is 

afhameful bondage, and moft lamentable, and vou 

ate notat liberty yet,if not only for the Lord. When 

the children of kings and peers, of princes fhall be’ 

“made to come at the call of their grooms and kitchen: 
boys, if ever they ftood before the ‘face of princes, 

they will count this a heavy thraldom and bondage : 

fo if ever you ftoad before the God of the whole 

earth, you will account it an heavy bondage, to have 

an heart fometime for, and fometime not for the 
Lord. Is not this liberty? No, but.to havea heart 

only determined to the Lord ; as it is in angels, and 

m 


have no friend, know no friend; but. faints” 
e him, and know him, John xvii. 2. “The faints — 


nto Chrift’?s hand for us, (for the creatures are 


is only we receive. ii 
ee. 


There! 


’ that their hearts are determined only to fin, that 
are fit only to receive the fuggeftions and pleafur 
it, but fit to quench the Lord’s Spirit: fo the. 
_ Jefus making himfelf and grace more {weet than 
lufts, their hearts are determined only for him, 


 § Double-minded men;’’ but the 
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in the man Chrift Jefus. Verily look as the Lord 
leaves.his people for a time to their liberty in fin, 


veflels are only for his oil, Rom. vi. 19. The] 
of will that Arminians plead for is nothing but 
pocrify of a falfe heart, whofe heart being te 
partly with God, and partly with the creature 
is alway falling frome one to the othef 


_ and all-fufficien- 
ieir hearts are made 
ive ;, they finding e- 
-and they _referve 


- wants them, yet,his ftomach is gone, which the damn- 
ed fhall find otherwife. 2. A well of water in him, 
ever near him; men have their accommodations far 


f, but this,is in him, Your hearts within are trou- 
Bled, perplexed, and behold this isin you, 3. Spring- 


: ing up, continually, increafing ; for to have a good 


thing, and_not to, be fatisfied in our defires with it, 
what is.it but a, mifery? Hence it {prings up unto, e- 
verlafting life, which is the fourth, viz. The continu- 
ance of it, this will be here, till my mortality i tale 
owe 
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lowed up of life. Likea leaking {hip that takes in wa-. . 


by little, and little, till at lait it is fwallowed up in © 


" Bail 
S 


sh On Le 


eI. HENCE we may fee the r 
doth not abundantly reveal and ommun 
f to the fouls of many men. . ‘What is th ‘mat. 
it becaufe they find no want of his Spirit, an 
yrace, and peace, and glory? Yes they d Be 
prefs their wants to men, and mplain 
> God. | Is'it for this, that Chrift “has ~ 
es, he has receiv. Spirit with sd 
aufe — 


out meafure, 
though men feldo 
they bring not tl 
der the Lord’s h 


5 


their veflels are nau 


ed into a common veffel, a common h t ies in : 


nour, peace, life, gain, of a God, are {weet and pre 
ous.. “ Lord ever give me that water to dri 


is the beginning of your apoitacy and fetting off from 
God. And hence, no wonder why you pray but ne- — 
ver have, James i. 6, 7. you want, and crave, but né- 
ver find; your veflel is naught, though the Lord is “a 

good. It is a black mark that thou art in bondage to 

the creature, and didft never know wee the liberty, 
even the glorious liberty of a fon means. And it is a” 
“moft grievous bondage to be half unloofed and yet to 
ye be 


ey ay -_P 
t 
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be in, Bands. And J affure you, if you knew the 
pitt of God, if ever you tafted how {weet the Lord) 
is ; this is the only thing your fouls will cry ford 
that when you come to afk, and the ‘Lord faith, what 
would you have? O the fpirit of life! O the anoin 
ting of my _bleffed head! And what elfe ¢ It only; 
this is it my veflel is made to hold:; I am not’ ma 
for my lult, nor. fins, nor ‘world: 1 would I. 
a bigger veflel, a larger heart toreceive thy grace only 
confefs, a gracious heart may for a time be carried 
violently after other things; and yet feek thé 
too, as Solomon, Eccl. ii. But after it knows 
better, | is more referved now for Hin 
Kix. 3, 4, 5) 6-eJofeph’s malte 


profperous, and — 
nd he knew not, 
fave o 1e bread that he, 
ofeph. — theboor woman 
new. e leaves her veffel, her wa- 
_ ter-pot with nd now would have all the city to. 
come. ee and believe in him, and depend on him 
oye to him only, &c. _ Doft therefore feek, 
and find not! Haft been long waiting, and feeleft not ? 
And thou wondreft at it! Others comforted, and 1 
’ not! Search if this be not the caule; it may be thy 
heart is not fet only for this, but on thy back, belly, 
lots, eafe, what hall I eat, drink? &c. As fome wo- 
men, becaufe God does not feed fo liberally their fweet 
tooth, their licorifh longings, build them cieled houfes, 


7 


meafure their prefent condition according to their fin- 


fil humour; nothing can pleafe them, neither huf- 

‘band, fervants, minifters, nor God’s ordinances. Is 
this a veffel for the Lord and his grace only? You 

muft, you will have a longer coat than you can well 

wear; hold here. Never think to have one prayer 

-anfwered: If this night thy day of mifery {hould 
come, cry thou mayit, but no God to hear thee or 

. Zz help 
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help thee. O a little oil, now a Jittle grace, now a 
little mercy, Lord now. O no, you have no veflel 
fo hold it. But O blefs the Lord you know it. O- 
ers it may be are not fo full of thefe fores of impa- 
ency: but you pray for God, and grace, and haye — 
ot., Why fo? Thefe are not the things that you — 
only fet for. Why? Becaufe you are content 
lout them. Jam not, you will fay ; but yo Bake 5 
you do not lament Hy atiel theta for thef 


4 


D- 


only : that which only fatisfies, that thy, 


Peat r 


_ You know wh 


at 


LC 


v 


a 


elfe not. ee oa ee 
Uje 2, See the great fin of thofe that lofe their life, 
preferye not the Spirit when he comes to,them in or- 
dinances; you are veffels only made for the Lord, 
and will you lofe that which he drops in? There is 
no others can receive him, John xiv. 17. and when 
he comes to you, do you thus requite him dar So 
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That the : Holy Spirit is in believers as the i A 
Roly cg _ heir fpiritaa! life and holinefs. 


Deoét. a “HAT within thefe veflels, is an inway 
Sy Wes ” principle of life and grace Or, | 


burning Asya profeffion of all the faithful, it 

ceedeth frém an inwatd principle of the Spiy 
grace, by the means of which their lanip burns, 
their proféflion fhines. 7 

Sher this I underftand by oil i in the Gee 
a Jefus, not out of us, but receivgedwit 


rit 
“¢ tba fo he ma 


; ae as it is in 
spirit and graces, 


Lard ra leh in us, who is not in us but by his ‘She 
even the Spirit of life, from whence all our acti- 
ons fpring, and from which oil our lamp burns. 
This therefore I fay, the profeffion of the faithful, 
fprings not from outward motives, or principles of 
motion, as the actions of hypocrites, fometimes fud- 
den. praife, fometimes gain, fometimes fears, fome- 
times fiethly hopes, fometimes fudden conceit and, 
fancy, fometimes irruption, and rufhings of the Spi- 


Tit upon them, but there is a fpring within, there is a 


life within ; ; there is oil in the veffel to fill the lamp; 
and fo hence it burns. Eph. ii. 1. * You hath he. 
ee quickned, who were deadin fins,’’ 7. ¢. you were 


eld as faft under the power of your fins, as a dead 


item man, 


4 
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an is under the bonds of death: ‘but now in+the 
room of ‘that death, there is the Spirit, of life, and the 
hfe of the Spirit. Now life is an inward principle of 
otion, of any thing in its own place;)as the funsjand — 
ees, and grafs, and cattle. You may take:a ftone, 
a mill-ftone, or wheel, and moveit,.yetthey:have 
lite, becaufe this is not from an inward_principle': 
hypocrites may be attedy,and moved by the great 
er of the Spirit in an ordinance; yet notliving,; 
lead fill. John iv. 14. the water (which ds: the’ 
) ‘is a fpring of living water im him.’ Cif 
fay have water im them, -but.no {pring,that is 
S winter and fummer. . John iii. g.. <Ehis ds 
; remaining in him ; which is that new 
th, which the yerfe itfelf expounds; 
in. 5. it is 1 isenat re, now 


he 


people of God 5»; 
Why, isit, becauf orn. % 
trom fome other refpeéts : and hence, Matth xxii 
the {tony ground fell away, becaufe they had not the 
root within. . This is called the inner-man ; the.good? 
treafure of the heart, oppofite to the evil treafureof the? 
heart of a wicked man. ...Now, as an-evil man acts» 
not only from fatan, the evil fpirit);. but, the, inward: 
power of luft; fo the faints, Matth, xii. 35... Andy 
» here intend not to thew what. this.inward principle: 
is particularly, for that I referve to the two, laft points. 
Yet, left any fhould fumble, let. me fpeak) tootwax 
forts. a aot Ga se ; ge ; saws SALES 
“1. Know fome of you, that) there isnot on! Yiexe) 
ternal actings of the Spirit from whence, we.acts bute 
anew, nature inthe faints... BETS ban eas 
2. Let others know, 1, That as before the Lord calls, 
wi ate dead, fo after we are alive this inward principle. 
is not perfect here. . Hence actions, fomatimes .ceafe). 
and whenthey do not, yet are-corrupted, a le/ayprincia: 
pia act, but never err in their aét, hence have need of- 

pardon 


. <> TEN VIRGINS, | 
pardon from and. acceptance in the Lord yeh* 
That this is not in us as in Adam, who did not need 
to borrow life of another, but it ftands in daily need s 
df'thé Lord Jefus, and hence’ this‘ ‘inward 9 principle _ 
a&ts,'but it ‘is by faith, the Operations of which af 
the wa ggons to vidual.’ the camp continually, efpe 
“alVlivtime!oPneed and’ which is ee of this inwg 
_ principle ;’and hence,’ t Peter i i. 5. “ You are | 
““by power and faith,”’7. ¢. your file graces, live 
Kept ‘by the Spirit} "Bue through | faith In us 
< falvation.?! “289 0" 
~ Let'me : therefore prove thefe three things to 
) opening of this point. 
* a. That the Spirit of the Lord Jefus 
of the faithful. pat 


created dace, 


S frit difpenfing’ 
our lamp Urns, our atts of, 
tihg and fhine forth. | oe 
ha fie of Jefus i is in ‘the fou of the’ 
aly 'i Jolin i ste mae ‘the anointing 1 teacheth y you, 
coralloehi grr Rom. vin. it. The Spirit that, 
“raifed'up Jefus Chrift from the dead dwell in’ us.” 
The*tiannet of his being in ‘us I intend not to meddle 
with; unlefs I faw more caufe. ‘Ido bélieve the man- 
rier of his abiding in ‘us, “and his nearnefs to all the 
faints; ‘when’ féen of us, » May | aftonith our own, fpirits, 
and {hall’one day confound all the world ; only know, 
as the martyr faid, ‘he is come, he is come,” The 
fpirit Of the ‘world ; and fatan is'caft out, 1 Cor. ti. 12. 
and in froony of them enters the’ Spirit of God. ion San 
_ Secondly, ‘That the Spirit fo is in ‘the faithful, as 
thie aiere ‘ig'a’ principle of created 3 races in them, or 
an inward principle’ ‘of life and grace. Not that thefe’ 
alone make' this inward principle, but the. Spirit i in us’ 
working of t thein; Working by. them. And truly it 
10) Ba 9 BF A 18 
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afad thing if the proving of fuch a principle fhall 
be an attributing too muchto grace inus. 
| ft to be 
r fanétification ; for befide the paffive obedience of 
rift, we are juttified by his a€tive obedience alfo, 7. e. 
nward conformity to the law, and his external o- 
lience to the law. So that graces as they are in 
Wift become our juftification ; and hence he is faid 
8 “ ourrighteonfnefs.” No man can ftand be- 
od but by pérfeét holinefs, but by doing what- 
the law requires, and continuing fot 9 do this 
aus, this is in Chrift: this asit is in Chrift is 
erlyfour righteoufnefs or juftification. Now what 
I ation? if not graces in Chr } then 

rom Chrift Jefus, which is this in-. 


1. Therefore to deny this is'to deny Chri 


er 


ny this isno lefs 
tion; but Paul fai i 
“foul and body, and fpirit,” 
it were fo, a man may have < 
Chrift too. is 8 <s Pilg “ak i ee “he 
9, Ifthere fhould not be thofe graces, then aChrifs 
tian was not bound to add one grace to another, but. - 
then the apoftle’s precept fhould be broken, 2 Peter 
i..7, 8. and foa Chriftian could not grow in grace, 
for graces are perfect in Chrift ; and the Spirit does 
not grow in grace, and the immediate: operations of 
the Spirit increafing in us, are not properly graces, pa 
more than the act of feeing is the eye, no more than. 


, iN 


giving goods to be burned is love. a 
4. Then we are not to pray for eraces, if there be 
no fuch thing to be found in the hearts of faints ; but 
Pal. li. 10. David prays, ‘* create in mea clean 
heart ;” now if it be athing created in me, it is not 
the fpirit only in me, for that cannot be created. E 
doubt not but David had a clean heart, but he fell in. 
part ; and therefore look as there needs a creating, 
7 ; : ae power 


power to make, fo there j is a creating power ‘to res 
feet us again to what is loft. 


if fo, then the end of Chrift’s coming, and ¢ 


i 
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3 on the faints have none of their fins mor 
fied ; “for i it is as with the eye, being made to fee, 
oat goes ‘out, darknefs comes in, and if that be ful 
ee fight i is renewed : So the foul being made , 
Iie or God, and to bear his image; blot out 
arknefs and fin comes in; caft out fin, the I 
and his i image and graces comein. If therefore 
be no graces in the faints, then no fin mortified 


quite abolithed, 1 1 John iit. 8. and Ro 
eh Then. the Lord fhould be falfe 
and reak og th be orfworn ; ir 


t beli fier sw 
‘iftians find. no ‘fuch Hine But. 
. it indeed? Either then they are, 
. Chriftiar e the Lord is forfworn. __ 
This rab hae. by the inward principle of Spirit 
graces, | our lamp’ burns, and fhines, our actions. 
The ‘Spirit enables a man to know, and hence 
ows, he doth know the Lord, The Spirit 
vardly for to. love the Lord, and hence. it 
dank love him. That as Chrift faith, “ A good tree, 
“s bri ngs forth good fruit,’ from an inward fap re-, 
ceived gies the root, and by abiding on the root ;. 
fo psi 

- Thofe that are P rcened to Adam’s image in. 
their, meafure,, have according to that meafure, pow-; 
er to ack; or in ‘thofe graces there is power to act, 
for ‘he had | power | foto do. Every creature in, ‘the . 
world. had | a law, oft nature to carry them to their end, 
an tow  WETE “carried, toit. But Adam had.a law of 
divinity, whereby he ‘being a caufe by counfel, ‘was’ 
enabled by God to carry himfelf towards his end. 
Now. we are renewed to that image in part, Eph. iv. 
a4. 
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34. 1 know there is difference between Adam’s. 


a ¥ 


wer to act, which had no faith, and ours that has. 
nd do not think that this doth advance nature, and 
e power of man, no more than the execution ‘of 
promife of the covenant of grace, doth deftroy 
ace, and advance nature. For the writing again. 
law in our hearts, is tha: which this covenant pro- 
- nay, this doth honour the riches of ‘grace : 
man being under the power of fin, and can-. 
t deliverance, the Lord fhould now give an 
conquering {pirit: never a precious heart 
sh anktut foriite;); 0) tater 

a ed he graces in us, are received from the 
Lord Jefu: lncfs, John i..16. Now, the graces. 
but livin are eak, but. 


7 


likenefs to.Chrift, 2 Cor. iit. 18. And to de 
is to deface the image of the Lord Jefus. Without . 
-Chrift a Chriftian can do nothing: but how doth 
Chrift do all by the Spirit without graces ? (1 fpeak. 
not of converfion where it is without graces as cauf-- 
es). No truly, as he acts, fo we aét in part. Unlefs. 
any will fay, we have not received grace for grace ;_ 
or are in no meafure like the image of Chrift! 
_ 3. If the firft Adam has conveyed to all his mem-. 
bers a power of corruption, then the fecond Adam, 
alfo a power of godlinefs, contrary to that, 2 Tim. 
iii. 5. yet in meafure ftill, fo as the apoftte faith, _ 
s‘ We can do nothing againft the truth, but for the. 
“truth,” 2 Cor. xiu. 8. oa eee ‘ 
— Quett. But what meafure of power is it? — % 
Anf. Y know no man-that can from any ground 
limit the meafure of it. For it may be in fomé men 
in greater power, in fome men in lefs, in the fame. 
man.at one time in a greater meafure, at another 
time lefs. If one afk of trees, what meafure of fruit 
they” 


a * 7 ’ . 


sae) ath MAIR RRR CINS: ce 300ge 
they. can bring forth ; we cannot tell, becaufe fomds 

| time more,,fometime lets : and the fame tree more 
one year than another, and more at one time of thie 
“year than.another ; for they have their winter ‘ft 


fone Only this, whereas before converlion he is tal 


déad.to,act,, now he is alive and is not dead. And 
aomenctnovl after converfion be, but in the next 
__» pofition,to,receive grace, then how could one € 
. tian be more grown. and ftronger in grace in‘h 
ner man than another? I know not any to quel 
this,/only I fpeak it to.cut off their carnal hopé 
think Chrift is theirs, when they have notl 
do nothing, and flightly fay ne mutt do 
Motsre bell you the faints can, thgy’ canr 


imfelf, and 
nd fo be hunt 


mr: €% 


i 


eee Gt i Be} 
hecaufe this is the means to" 
does not argue you have no 
man muft pray for his “ daily 


re for “daily grace ;” but. does 
bread in his houfe ? No, this 


“ean, the:Lord take away bread, or the fail of bread. 

——-“Gracesextinguilh not faith, but helpit 

: _». 9. A‘Obriltian can do,no duty perfectly, ferite 
mutt repair to. Chrilt: to help him to do every oe 
better ; hence.though he mutt ufe that power he has, 


© fot what it has, and emptying. idelt notwith{tardin g 
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that, and daily then receiving from Chrift. ‘and I 
cliny many Chriftians fail tek: “As in the bodys 
eat feeds and ferengthens life, fo I cannot aive. a: 
out Chrift. 
F a. 2. But does not tis make 2 man truft to gras 
if. es aét ram them is api, to. reat totem, ; no 
> than fora diligent hand to truft to his ¢ iligence, 
b he acts diligently that fo he may | he: Biel aif. 
, 3. But does not this difhonour grace to.do all 
power of it? ae 
Then the faints in. heaven. that are. made per- 
Ghaift, and that love the Lord perfeétl ae 
psrace bp tis FABANS aS | 


honowt 


ELC S > ie ‘pris ROL ¥ 
: Ue ae = SBE sche Shar caufe of thankfulnefs t 
all the people of God, that the Lord fhouldimake 
their fouls the veflels (which he mignt eafily and juft- 
Ty have dafhed in pieces) to receive and preferve this 
eternal anointing; I do believe there is no man that’ 
knows the bitternefsiof fin, the plague of his own 
heart, but when he fees Chrift is his, yet it makes 
him mourn that there fhould be fo litthe fuitablenefs — 
between the Lord and him, fo little likenefs. between 
his life and Chrift’s; what though the Lord love 
me, and yet my heart ‘weary of him? what 
though the Lord blefs me, and my heart abufe 
him? and hence this makes it thankful, Rom. vii. 
24,25, This is fo far fronr difhonouring grace, as. 
that the apoftle makes this the matter of admiration. 
af God’s grace, Eph. ii. 3, 4. ‘© God who is richin » 
** mercy, when dead in fins has quickened us :)” Not 
only 


sii at ‘cai rl “ 
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only quickened our head (for hence is caufe of eters 
nal praife), but us ; and hence he has us fet wp **: 
* heavenly places in him :” This is the flate of a 
‘men, they cannot do one fpiritual act; now that th 
‘Lord fhoulti help when all creatures left us, is Wl 
-derful ; but that it fhould be with fuch a life, e 
the life of Chrift Jefus himfelf; for the fame Sp 
that raifed him from the dead dwells in us, 1 Pe 
4. -This is mercy indeed; that he fhould not 
die for us, and live in heaven for us, but thé 
‘fhould love fo dearly as to come and live in usy™ 
when our fins had flain him, he fhould not only cc 
and dwell in our houfes, nor only lay his head 
_-bofom, but live in our hearts, wheré 
‘poor welcome, and ill entertain 

T tell yougthisys erful, to 


= ; 

his love in xiv. 17. ‘4 will fend the Spi- 

hom th tld cannot receive, becaufe it 

knows him not.” T he Lord fends the fpirit in 

ee common graces, and the world does receive that al- 
fo in prophetical and miraculous gifts, and it does 


, but if you find it fo, for- 


eth 


ee 
aps 4 


never knew what this | 


receive that ; but this Spirit which God pours on the , 


thirfty, this Spirit with which God fills the empty, 
“they cannot receive this. . O: that you fhould have: it, 
-whenas they know it not. | 

| 4. Hence therefore take heed of not owning the Spi- 
| “git in this his prefence. Do you thus requite the 
‘Lord, O unthankful world! not fo much as to own 
the prefence of fuch a-friend, neither in yourfelves, 
noryet/in others, How like the world is it to think 

_ that there is no fuch thing. 
5 2.Wake heed'therefore of not efteeming highly of 
aitus df. ewer God broke thy heart, thou wilt efteem 
‘this life, this principle as the ereatelt'piece of love ; 
‘and fay, Lord, I fhall account this as the greatelt par 
; Bee eo fs) 
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ef love in the world, Pfal. cxix. 68. “ Thou art. 
od, O teach me thy ftatutes:’’ Now to. under-. 
alue this, and to account it common, and hence as. 
9 fign’of love, it is a part of unthankfulnefs. > 
3. Take heed of imprifoning the Spirit of grace, — 
smmon truth, Rom. i. 18. It was fearful to impri- 
and filence that, much more this. It was the 
iplaint of the church in thofe days, ‘* None ftirs, 
himfelf,’’ Ifai. Ixiv. 7. What ftrength the Lord . 
s let mé ufe ; whatl want, the Lord has enough . 
p me withal ; put it to exercifes or elfe affliction, 


ke heed of weakning and enfeebling this prin- 
Ireh ofSardis things were ready to die in 
d it then this inner many a 
oe « a on : 


it, eithe 
it with known fins aga 
tne churches - thi 
not refufe to own this ; whe € elle 
difference between men, that either chur 
ceri them, or you may difcern them,, 
pedtécyoutielves. 0 ents Voce ens oy won 
Fence fee the reafon of that inward hypoerify that.) - . 
is in mens’ hearts, fo that the beft profeffion of 
many a man is but a fcheme, an image, a yery craft,,.., 
a very artificial form; all the duties are fair without, 
but faplefs, Jifelefs within : here is the reafon, they, 
have no inward principle of hfe, or if they do go ta. » 
Chrift, they have no fuch principle within them, to ~ 
carry them to him, fo as to receive life from him; - . 
and hence confefs fin without forrow or fhame, peti-. 
_tion without thirfting, live without love, do without 
life, becaufe there is no {pring, but.a dry heart with. 
in; and hence they muft do duty,, but they. muft 
make dead work of it, and hence all, is but an ap- , 
pearance, and at beft but a would be. This is in. a 
great meafure in faints when the fpirit within is quench. 
| . Rae: ou! 
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ed, but itisin full age and ftrength in hypocritical 
hearts, Jer iv. 14. when‘the profeilion of Judah was _ 
great, and the prophets had fearce any thing to fay 
againft them for outfide, ‘ O Jerufalem, wath thy 
“heart from wickednefs,” there thy wo lies, it ene 
tersito the very heart ; fo Chrift, ** How canhe thag 
“is evil, bring forth good fruit.” _And this is t 
which may make men mourn, If I forfake all profe 
fion, T° fhame myfelf before men ; if not, I» 
blafphenie the Lord’s name, and play the hypoc 
before'the Lord, Matth. xii. 33, 34, 35. 


ee uniting ene Spee tir: 
Ups "TO tak 
God, or thistinwa 


e heed of denyi 


t 
deny , and to take away his 
4" < (SR: 14 OE Su RIL 
will deny before his angels a. 


all fay, <* Have we not eat - 
; nd drank’in thy prefence, he fhall anfwer, I never 
knew you: I fhall therefore direc my fpeech 
 tofour forts: aT is 
__ -Firft, Yo thofe that deny created graces in the faints . 
© peculiar to them only, it is faid there are none fuch 
in the country ; if there are not, it may be there 
have been, and it may be will be, and therefore J 
_ will {peak :*for I believe it is a delufion digged and. 
' hatched out of the fteam of the loweft fink of hell - 
and therefore that all may take heed of the evil of ity. 
- I will firft fhew the evil of it, then the caufes that do 
beget it. ? as 

I. The evils of this delufion are thefe, 

1 It fettles and faftens a man under the power of 
all his fin, and yet with a quiet confcience, and yet 
to keep*his Chrift too. It tranfcends my capacity 

' from ‘whatever P have read, or have heard, or have 
felt, of can imagine how the power of fin can be taken 
away, 


N 
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away, but where the Spirit infufeth the contrary grace; 
n empty houfe fweeped and garnifhed with common 
eifts, is but a fitting houfe for fatan to return into : 


‘fay therefore a maa may have no fuch. graces, and 


et have Chrit, and them in Chrilt, you ftake this 
oan down. under his fin, and make this member 


“of fatan, a member of Chrift Jefus. And upon this 


und all churches in the land may be eaten 

ce to take in all profane members, if they plead 
rift, and their allnefsin him. = bse vat ae 
s» This blurs all the glory of a Chriftian, or at 


d be the fhame o 
rifth 
our glory, though it be in 
heavenly, humble, compa 
and hence, when God has a m nake ch 
or Ghriftians bafe in the eyes he world, he will - 
withdraw here; and when he intends to draw the 
world after him, he will glorify it with his glory,’ Tat, 
ix. 6. 7. ; PSI ART eRe S tg s 
3. tcutsoff a Chriftian from allhopeof glory 3 how 
many be there that feramble and catch at Chrift, and — 
every one faith, he is mine ; the proud man faith, he 
is mine, and hopes now verily to be faved, but that 
hope is in vain; they have Chrift out of them, but 
where is Chriftinthem? The life of Chrift, and the 
Spirit of Chrift ? Col. i. 27. “ Chrift in you, the 
<< hope of-glory.” er aE AON? 
4. Give me but one place in all the book of God, 
where bleffednefs is beftowed upon, or conveyed unto 
any, or promifed, but tq fuch as have ‘thefe graces, 
<¢ Bleffed is he that feareth the Lord, and greatly de- 
lighteth,??. &c. Pfal.cxii. 1, 2. df there ‘be no fuch 
thing, let any man expect it ifhe can. ak 


‘f ial —- 
’ 
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. IL The caufes.. ee eo ae 
- i. Amagnifying Chrift, and making him our fane 
tification, whenas you heard the laft day, this is.t 
deny him to be our fanétification: He becomes ou 
righteoufnels by imputation of his holinefs, and ou 
‘fanctification by infufing of it, Nay, hence a: man 
deprives himfelf of all good in the Lord fefus, w: 
a man denies all grace in himfelt, and then flies § 
fanctuary unto Jelus Chrift, x John i. 6, Fra Se 
** fay we have fellowfhip with him, and walk in 
** nefs, we lie,”? &c.. And hence it feems the 
nied men to have fin, ver. 8. boaiting of fell 
with Chrift, ver. 6. dis 
_2-.-Becaufe there are (fay men) 
attings of e Spirit this...be 
fecing . pie 


ne ngs are over, a Chriftianis — 
dike another man, there is no.law remains written on 
hisjheart, and fo Chrift thould enter into his faints, ' 
ike fatan into the ferpent, who only aéts the ferpent, 
and when that-is done, he remains a ferpent again. 
Know it, the Lord Jefus his greateft. work is-not-on- 
ly to change the acts, but to change the heart, not 
only to put new actions, but a new nature into men.. 
» 3: Becaufe men know not the Spirit, never felt the 
prefence, nor power, nor comfort of it themfelves ; 
and hence men do as fome countries, becaufe them- 
felves are black, they paint the devil white, John xiv. 
v7.. “ The world cannot receive, becaufe it knows 
‘* him not.’? Give me any Chriftian living that ever 
found. the fweetnefs of it, but. his longings were to 
have more of that grace, to ‘ forget things behind, 
‘sand reach to things before, even to the refurreGtion 
“of the dead,’ whom I believe none will fay want 
all habits of grace: I look upon the opinion as com- 
| : ing 
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Wing with a curfe from God: A man hath been a dry 
“Uprofeffor long, confcience faith, there is no grace In: 
‘the heart, and hence is troubled; true, faith he, there 
9p none in faints, it is in Chrift, ‘and there he catch- 
_  @h and deceives himfelf. Hee Sega Pe 
““»Secondly, Thole that do acknowledge them, but he 
nower or activity in them they deny 5 they there 
oil indeed in the veflel, but it helps not, it‘_ is no 
ans to make the lamp to burn or thine; \there is 
lifeof Chrift, but it is a dead life, they call them 
Faces of Chrift, but they are but fruitlefs graces. 
ait, if you confider them 


‘phase 


without the Spirit 


are no true graces, much lefs active or 


onfider them thus, the p havea pow- 
n of Vere isa crowing 
‘by dying ‘Art, 


‘it, fc ie = J welaaY 
is called’ “W'S 


members of Chrift are like unto him. |" 
o£ Phe evil of this. - eT AGE 
(4) This abates of the excellency of grace, asffom 
a jewel to take away the operative virtue of iti)! For 
it is not like Chrift’s now, which is ftrong 'throvgh 
God,, not weak ; which is living, not déeady\'This is 

. ° . 5 rergeteS t s 
not like the glorious graces of faints triumphing. ‘This 
makes the graces of faints of lefs excellency than com- 
mon graces: commion grace will make ’a mani ride o- 
ver many a fin, and rua exceeding faft, though he 
fol] at laft, A man that hath been’ angry, it will make 
him very quiet and ftill, and is there no more: power 

in this? tg Eee ae 

, 2. This will make a man content himfelf with a 
bare form, with a falfe'confidence if this be true. For, 
take 2 man that hath been long feeking to get ftrength 
againft 


8 


nt ee Wate 


a ee ” j Ys 
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againft a vile. heart, and he finds none; there is no 

power of heavenlinels, he is earthy ; no meeknels, he | 

is proud 5 ‘I-would fay to him, do you ever think tol 

» get any. power of meeknefs, love, faith, &c. «Yo 
fhall never do it, never have it here ; all your ftrength 

is immediately from Chrift, look for it there; in con: 

—Icience a man muift ceafe ‘there. And it is certain. 

all our ftrength is in, and from the Lord ; but 

difpented mediately, Eph. iii. 16. Paul prays | a 

* may be ftrengthened with might in the inner mar 

Or thus, a. man ‘may not pray for ftrength of gra 

which. Paul refufed not. 

3. Then the faints if they be atked whethe ‘ 
believe or can love the Lord Jefus ; their anfwer muft 

be, no I have no power to love, no eve, and. 

Peter did, ill tpanlwer 05 <° Lord, thi 


hen. th martyr 

2 Lor 1 ftrengthen you; 
tH. d know if, the Lord 
we are gone, as Adam; but is 
~‘s.there,not the immutable affiftance of it? Is there not 
_ othe promife, “ T will never leave thee,” though fome- 
~ times weaker, fometimes ftronger ? 

4. This will make a Chriftian hide and not, im- 
prove his talents ; he has grace, but no power to put 
it forth. Then fuppofe God gives power to fee truth 
one day, I muft not fee it with this eye the next ; 
but look up to Chrift, and fay, I cannot fee at all. 

II. Caufes of this. 

4, In oppofing the outward principle of life, or 
firkt principle, and this fecond, 1 muft live on Chrift; 
~~ hence I muft not, | have no power to att myfelf in 
any meafure, Becaufe all my ftrength is in him. 
When: if this were true, a man. might argue, be- 
caufe all. grace is originally in Chrift, hence no 
aoe me, becaufe all glory is in Chrift origi- 

Bbb ¥y nally 5 ; 
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nally; hence no glory fhall be conveyed to me* 
“No, this fcripture reconciles thefe: “ Becaufe I 
“se jive, therefore you fhall live alfo,” John xiv. 
49. Becaufe Chrift is ftrong, hence he will make 
in the inner man, and not: in the fpi- 


TS, 
having no {pring to feed their wells, no Chrift, 
bucket to draw from him hence are their own 


do it at all. A man would h cive w 
out means ; and God will not help in that way 2land 
hence many Chriftians cannot cleave too Ghrift*by: 
love, or defire ; no, fo long as they pore:upon' their 
wants, no encouragement, but turn the mindycand 
confider well of the love and glory of Chrift,. then 
with Paul, 2 Cor. v. 14. * Chrift’s love conftrains 
“eth?” afar ani 3c) srodd ast 
4. Judging that to be the power of grace atJall 
times, which is at fometimes; a man has given’ fpe- 
cial occafion for the Lord to leave him, as thé camp 
in Jofhua’s time, Jofh. vil. and he thinks there jis no’ 
more power at any time in any many For: then a; 


man fees all the world cannot help, «when if Achan — 


were removed, the Spirit of the Lord would feturn 


again. : lpasd ee 


5. That hereby a man may have his fins without 


~. 


trouble ; for a man hasbeen troubled) and cannot. 


get power; now he hears ‘there isino fuch ‘power'to 


‘ t ; p be i 


ig i. 
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- expected, he looks to Chrift, and if power come,’ 
well, if not, faith he, it is not my fault., mt 3 
Thirdly, Thole that deny the evidence of it, ihe d 
evil of which apprehenfion, 1 conceive to be no lefs) 
than taking away that which is the chief, if not only 
difference between hypocrites and faints ‘in virgi | 
churchés,‘for fo itis made here. A man faith i ha 
Ghrift,-and fo have not. they : I afk, where is € 
Spint ? You: have the: deed; where is the-feal ? 
have the-teftator, where is the executor; the: fpirig 
your Yes; [have it, it has witnefled Chrit is. 
»tnf. At bas witnefled,: but what has it wroy 
Where is ithe ypower of his death, killingwtt 
wheres, the life of the Bpait of Jefu . 
isthe nol mated! veflel ? 


pes 


rances, youevan: nee oN 
ig) fled this was ‘here. ‘What 

} dybe this, and that men fhould 
make lier ie churches, becaufe of this, ‘as 
wasibyilding o on 1 works: ? in feveral men they 
Fats ont ar’ 

cay An: aptnefs in men’s seheartd to out-run the truth, 
~ ands t6 afall- from one’ extreme to another. -Many 
men there be that fall fhort of Chrift, and the grace 
of God)im:and from: him: and from their loofe pro- 
fane life, fall to duties, and imitate God’s people, and 
then. when they have got credit with good people, 
they judge well of them: and having made their 
peace hereby, with: confcience, and not with God the: 
judges, never look after the faving knowledge of, 
and fellowdhip with, and life from the Lord. Jefus.: 
Now, becaufe men reft on this, thefe duties are no: 
evidence; hence nome are at-all.. ‘he Corinthians 
firft, mourned ‘not:for the ince nods! perfon 3 and 
whem: cat out wanted pity toward him.» Calvin 

id  Bbbe2 preach- 


nigga 
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“ Wpreached againft’ holidays, herice'intrenched’ upon — 
“the Lord’s day. Some of ‘the feparation fee’ many 
“churches where they have Come corrupt Rente make 

~ ‘them all no churches. | A nian! is'/apt' to‘think, ‘be- 
- “caufe I have refted on myfelf, and found thofe figns — 
which now are not found, hence all othérsdo fo too. 
1d I believe divers books have ctafioned it, which 

e figns that will not hold without a fuller explica- 
of theme 7 21! Das 72x91 ver nies GR Blox 
>. The apoftacy of eminent profeffors;swho have 
‘deceived in their evidencing thus: Amd truly it 
make one think the honelty of the world is but 


wand no evidence of any good’ eftate ;/ hence 
you Have joy, fo had the ftony! grownd3°you 
fs and trict, fo was Paul a Pharifee!;’ ahd 
s ‘many a fou’ ace the apoltle 

r things; and 


EB Tg fod 21. Yet py 12 and 0 
he vellele OF bonus for the Matters tila “BoD 
3. Corrupt’experience ; it may be @w man walks fo 
_loofely without fear, or life, or love;thatitheLord leaves _ 
“him, andhe can fee no clear thorough‘worksfometimes _ 
has pangs, and then hopes} ‘fometime’ dead, 'then — 
"doubts hence being vext heré, and finditig no peace ; 
if he find it any other way'than his," there he refts. 
~ As it is obferved with men, cloaths hide their fhame : 
‘but when dead, their: face is alfo covered, ‘alltheir 
~ glory being then gone : {6 'fome glory of'God appears 
here, but when Chriftians aré dead, they cover this, 
. I will look no more to it) all'the glory of itis now 
‘gone, and here lies ‘a decéit'to love Chrift for freeing | 
me from this way of evidencing. IW Asoq salts re 
_.. 4. A heart that never felt the bitternefs and.bondage 
_ of tin as the greatelt' evil.” Take @ man full of fears of 
> wrath; O now affuranée is his chieféeft good) ‘and he — 
will account it fo; but ifever Ged 'did load thefoul 
| with 


\ 


1 


‘ 
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with, fin, ¢,conira, you will account, of deliverance . 7 

from this highly, nay a promife he will do it is fweet': 
but to: be feeling thofe finews of fin crack ; O itis the 

joy of heaven that now, fills that heart: ‘The greateft 

- evil in.,God’s, eyes.is fin; the greatett good we have 


} ) j 


jig redemption from it by/a mighty hand : now not fo 
ymuch as to,account of this highly, this is hard. ‘Thu 4 
Thave, left: thefe things to be thought of, Tcan 
- void it, it liesin my text; and the rather, b ecau 
»that feripturesabufed, ‘Jf any fay, Lo here is Chi 
6 or, there believe it not.’’ ive.. by figns: or in a1 
dernefs,).7.-@i; Ina forrowful. eftate, or in the 
-chambers/\in. frames. of heart, believe it not 
y ‘Take heed, you do not'wreft fcriptures th 
.. Efaw hated Jacob for the blefling, 
ce = 


g one « ay, Ate 


be found “fighters againft men, but againft 
and it of his grace; and the life of - 


Me him who-ives. in heaven for Us. Take heed you for- 


| -syget pot vil!in your veilels. _ MeO TL 
stn ikounthlys Thofe that acknowledge in their judgments 
all thefe things, but deny it in their lives, regard not 


the, having this principle of life, and have peace in 
> ithis,! from) a double ground. a 
orient. By) a fruitleds, faith which hangs on Chrift ; but 
.omeWer_ receives nor brings in this principle, as thole, 
a e John. 24, 25> and hence though they receive none, 
_jyetthey hang on him,. And fo their faith like a buck- 
“voret_ without a bottom, draws up nothing. . 1 
ogissyaecA formof godlinefs before men. ifa man fhould 
"neither {peak well, nor pray, &c. He would have no 
5 Hove, |, no srefpedt, no) receiving into church, but he 
jo exeamnot ‘do it: with life,'and hence a form contents. him, 
,4 tand there refs. So that now if confcience troubles, 
chant fays; thofeduties. are done with no life of Chritt 
ap ee ; ; an 


¥ 
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and Spirit ; he anfwers, yet Igo to Chrift: if this. be 
1 ow. ad 


4 ith e no love from men :_O this:life of Chrit 


. avised tgoro dotsst ind ifoaurlsadh Hetip 
{ ei? 4i Bie Qskes WVealgisaing ieiw mcr 
u. WE live.in a.cou 
» tich hangings, glo 


ence. 


sidton. artis cani 
ntry. which hath, 
i us, profeflion, 
nk them{elves. 
meet, th 


how then do they prove that he, is Chrift,? Huis 
fwered, in all his miraculous works we are to confi. 
der not only, guid fecit, i, e, what he did, but gaa virs. 
tute fecit, from what power he did... The:apo aca a. 
others did miracles, but. it was aliena virtute,s Chri, 
did them, but it was. propria: wirtute,. So.many an). 
unfound heart he may do.greater works, than ‘faints, ~, 
and his lamp burn brighter. ., ‘Therefore ,im this cafe + 


We are not to look fo much to, what is done, ..as, from... 


* 


fhadows of'the power of grace in a carnal heart, ‘an 
yet no judiciows Chriftian will fay ‘they come froin 


is profeffion, you Have a‘iame'to live in the judg 


nN 
bids eich 
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what power and principle it is done : for therein the 


- beft h Lae ever fails. We thall ever obferve in” 


fome beafts theré are wiibra' rationis, yet there ‘is no | 
rational foul, not any wife man will believe that their - 
détsi(proveed from fuch’a- principle ; ; fo there’ ar : 


inward foul; or principle of life!’ ‘Confider’ ther 
whether there is this principle’ or no; you ‘fee 


of all the church, but fearch your hearts, and 
from what principle it proceeds, for if this be 
ing, all is nothing ¢ as he that had beer given 
when milk” and wine, and fugar ‘was put int 
menid it, faid, the wine is good, and the mill is ¢ 
but the beer ig bad, fo profef Feat 


Wand 


| fall'and fair, “1 
tral may bes ‘of fen: that. 

) principle, “yet'catty it out as 
eee! death was) ‘patt, and the. 


CaS Het adtian’s principle is nena 'blit the’ pow-, 


‘epi eréated ature’ exprefling itfelf, ard fetting the 


beft’ fate forward} in’ the gilded rottennefs. of fome 
moral’ performances, | whereit a mari faith, ‘he does 
what he can’ ;'for there is this principle in moft of” 
men, ig delve ite! be faved, nature faith fo, and’accords | 
ing ‘to the intention of this defire, fo according meni , 


- willdo more‘or lefs ; and hereupon footh up them- . 


felves, whet they fee they’cannot do as others do, or | 
as the Lordicotimands; 1 do as well as I can, Nay, 
whet condemned ‘by the word which meets them, 5 
doias well! a8I can} Ibelieve, repent, I pray, I re- “ 
member thé word, I do'as well as 1 can, and fo they 
hopeGod accépts of that ; and though T ‘believe no. 
man but‘maybe hired to-do mote that ‘he does; yet’ 


natuiré may do much; hence I heard an Arminian 
once 


4s wn 
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~~ once fay, if faith will not work it, then fet reafon a- 

3 - work, and we know how men have been kings and , 
¢ lords over their own pafiions by improving reafon, 
- and from fome. experience of the power of nature, 
men have come to write large volumes in defence 
of it; and it is known the Arminians, though 
ey afcribe fomewhat to grace, and in words all to 
ace, yet indeed they lay the main ftrefs of the 
ork upon a man’s own will, and the royalty and fo. | 
eignty of that liberty ; but to leave them and to 
1e to ourfelves, is it not a common thing for men 


ed, gg 
like the young 
<¢ things have 1 done from my 
<< was wanting, which was to 


s¢ “felf, that the difciples faid, who t d 
«© with man it is impoflible, but with God all things 
are poflible.” aC ee a 
_ You fay you do as much as you can : I fay do fo, 
but it is impoflible for man from any ftrength.of man, 
and you have no more yet, John i. 13. © Born a- 
«* gain, not of the will of man, but of God.”’ ‘There. 
is in fome men a birth, like to the new birth, which 

is of the will and power of man, but O this is notthis 
inward principle which the Almighty Power of God 
creates, and therefore know it, if you get no other 
oil in your lamps, you fhall never meet the bride- 
groom. 2 scallietin: 

2. When a mans’ principle is the power of holy ex- 
ample, whereby many a one is drawa to do more than — 
otherwife he would. Many men think for a while as 
that man fpake,; men talk of being worth thoufands, 
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T would i fee the men minifters pteach and others 
fpeak well, we mult do this and that, but 1 would fain 
fee the men that doit. Now it fometime falls out that, 
the Lord fets. before mens eyes fome pattern. Chriti. 
ans, hereupon they think thus; here are two contra 
ry ways, they cannot both lead to heaven, their way 
is better than mine, and doubtlels leads to life, mine. 
doth not, therefore let me live like them. And hence 
there fhall not be any faft, but they - will be at it; not 
a fermon near, but they will go wet and dry. to hea 
it; nor any duty in family, but they will imitate 
and hence read and learn, that they may be like ther 
No Chriftians in the country hated, but they will | 
them, nor ceremonies: caft off, but they will ak 
them; and hence they refle& upon their patter 1S 
think their eftate fafe, becaufe they are as. 
: Chriftian’ 8 outfi de: And,hence like fomed 


de. Thus 

3 ith Joafh wl on eopeece XXiv. 

be tence h ad with the oak, when God cut © 
Ee him d wn sit was with ‘thefe five foolith virgins, 
va may fol ‘ w good examples, but nof,reft in bare 
imitation of them : And hence a bleffed man is, de- 
fcribed yl, i. negatively, from not imitating the 
wicked, not. eg imitating the good; becaufe good 
men-may. be in many things ill éxaniples: and it ever 
proves fo in thefe men that have no more than this 

principle 5 ; hence if they be loofe in their tongues, or” 
on the Sabbath, their plea is, they are like unto them. 
And thence come all :your acquired.excellencies; a 

man is an imitating creature, led by example, and a 
carnal man out of the heart of hypocrify i in himfelf, 

-will imitate the divine nature which is in another ; 
and hence men not only.take up fuch practices, but 
fuch opinions only, becaufe fuch and fuch are of that 
mind: And men change practices and opinions.as ex- 
amples do CHBRES j 3 in deta s time great pe ae 

ce 1€ 
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he no fooner died, but all fell off again: then they 
were for purity of ordinances and God’s worfhip, now 
they ferve Baalim : O confider, here in an outward, 
but no inward principle! ee 


‘and an hundred to one, if fome lie or other flip not 
out With it. Why, the fecret meaning ts, I pray ad- 
mire me, hente complain of wants and weaknefles ; 
pray think what a broken-hearted Chriftian 1 am; 
and hence if comforted they complain, if not, they 
will comfort themfelves ; hence many lift up eyes and 
hands, and fetch deep fighs in prayer, remembe! 
note fermons, look now what a gift I have: hence if 
you come to their company, they will have fo many 
good words as may make you think well of them, and 
then the market is almoft done with them: hence men 
 forfake their friends, and trample underfoot the feorns 
of the world, they have credit elfewhere : ‘Yo main- 
tain their intereft in the love of godly men they will 
fuffer much : hence men in the miniftry pray for grace 
to béautify and perfect their parts, that fo they may 
preach and convert and have credit: hence men medi- 

tate new light, and profefs deep things that few know, . 
that men may worfhip the rifing fun: hence the Lord 
is neglected fecretly, yet honoured openly, becaufe - 
there is no wind in their chambers to blow their 
fails, and therefore there they ftand ftill: Hence many 
men keep their profeiiion, when they lofe their affec- - 
tion, they have by the one a name to live, and that is e- 
nough, though their heatrs be dead ¢ and hence fo long 
as you love or commend them, fo long they love you, 
: but 
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but if not, they will forfake you; they were warm 
only by another’s fire; and hence having no princi- 
' ple of life within, foon grow dead: his is the water 
that turns a Pharifee’s mill, and the Lord paffeth a 
heavy doom, *< You have your-reward.” I have 
wondred that the opinion of men, nay, dreamofmen’s 
thoughts fhould act men; only it isa’ curfe of God, - 
that when men defpife his honour, the greateft good, 
they fhall be fed with the bafeft good. | 
. 4. Thofe whole principle is nothing elfe but their — 
own gain of outward bleflings. Many there be that ° 
make not their honour, fo much as their bellies their 
gods, and they rule them, Phil. iii. 19.-hence the — 
fhop-keeper will give good words when he fells his. 
commodity, he fhould lofe much of his cuftom elfe; and 
hence the minifter preacheth confcionably that his gain 
may come in, 1 Thel. ii. 45 5. Hence people would 
_be as good as the belt, they cannot get a lot in all the 
_ country elfe. Hence a man is fometime content.to 
_ forfake all for Chrift, that he may make a booty of 
_ Chrift, as Judas did. Hence when Chrift feeds them 
_ with loaves, then the people will make him a king, 
John vi. though afterward they ery crucify him. So 
men deal with Chrift as the foldiers did, that caught 
him, that they might {trip him of his garments. - And 
hence many men if they fee forrows and wants attend- 
ing them, if they attend on Chrift, forfake him. Look. 
upon our own land, many fo long as they could enjoy 
Chrift with fair weather, cry out of ceremonies, and 
_prophaning of fabbath: yet this not being to be had, 
creep to them, and read the book for prophaning there- 
of. Many fhadows. have been feen fince our fun hath 
rifen here, and this way they looked: but viewing o- 
ther mens wants, and fearing their own lofles, and 
conceiving they may meet with Maffah in this wilder- 
nefs, refufe to follow. And left this fhould feem to 
be the caufe, cry out, we are feparauits, or frongly 
: a x Cre cv2 - poflefs 


P 
¥ 


388 . ON THE PARABLE OF THE 


offefs themfelves againft all relations, there Is no live 
ing at all here.. . 
Look but at home, how many doves (that Me 


but ravens, and live on the prey) come hither toour 


windows, and have followed Chrift to” this world’s end ; 
‘ gine he fed them with loaves, they made him their 
king : but now he hath taken away what once they de- 
hed, becaufe there is better bread to be laboured for ; 
now they forfake him, and live on the fpoil. This is 
no inward principle, ‘And hence when mens expences 

yr Chrift,, exceed their receipts from Chrift, they 
fe fpending, and fall in the high way | to begging: at 
door of the world. 
“5. Thofe whofe principle is nothing elfe but the 
A tren, th of natural confcience, which will fet men as. 

ing, whe en they have neither praife from men, nor 

_gain from Chrift { for their labour. For the Lord deals 
athe fome men, as the Ro ymans did with fome of th 
prifoners; they would chain a prifoner and hi “is 
er together, and let them go up and down: fo G od 
chains many a poor prifoner of hell and his confeience 
together, and lets them go together. And hence ma- 
ny a man keeps peace with his confcience, and cannot 
_ give it the flip for all the world heaped up with golds 
as Balaam faid. et 

Now there are two things i in a natural confeience, 
Rom. ii, 15. 

1. To accufe; hence a man dares not omit prayer, . 
dares not commit a fin he has a mind to; confcience 
would then roar, Hence many keep conftantly fet 
duties in private, and tremble at fmall fins: not be- 
caufe they take any delight in the one, or are weary 
of the other; but becaufe they are ever under the eye 
of this Judge. 

' a. To excufe, and to give ait fweetnefs wien a 
man follows the didtates thereof, hence a man though 
carnal, will die for his religion, and that with fome | 
chearfulnefs, becaufe confcience chears within, and 


Sings 
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fings him.afleep in trouble. And hence a man will 


ery out of all the glorious hypocrifies of men, becaufe 


to walk according to con{cience is {weeter to him. 
And hence a man comforts himfelf, it is my confci- 
ence, Mark xii. 33. To love God “* is better than 


~ burnt offerings.” Hence a man will profit exceed-. 


ingly in what he holds, Gal. i. 14. becanfe zealous for’ 


it for confcience: and yet this is but a principle of ma-" 


-eonfcience feeks the garnifhing of it and the actions 
- thereof. Te 


all duties that he has done, or 


ture, not an inward principle of life, whofe property is 
to feek the fubverfion of corrupt nature, as nature 


6. Thofe whofe principle is the fear of death ae 


‘the means, running to the be x ry, Mo 
AO Ee Sk By ET pe  Spemeee Geek) -feak--o eben 
lamenting, and confeffing fin, Mat. mi. 7. “ O 


* 


favour and comfort, Pfal. Ixxviii. 34, 35- Hence 


: es ae vig , rs aS € poh J ear 
: generation of vipers,” &c. ‘And hence prizing of 


many do take this for their converfion, and fay, | 


heard fuch a minifter at fuch atime, and then! cried 
_ out I was damned, and thought I faw the devil ; yea, 


and to hell you may for all this, if no other principle. 
Indeed, there is this fear in the eleét, but drives them. 
to the ark, as Noah: but thofe, when their fear is o- 


_ ver, they fall to fight againft the Lord. 


7. Thofe whofe principle is nothing elfe but the 


immediate actings of the Spirit of God upon them. For 


fometime the Spirit of God comes upon men, as light 


thines on the mud wall, yet dwells not there asin the 


fan. And hence many {peak, pray, prophecy admir- 


- ably, as Balaam, Numb. xxiv. 3,4. Many men like 


carters. bring others goods, that are not poffeflors 
tfthem. Now thefe are 1. External enlargements, 
aad hence a man doth many things which he has no 
inward power to perform, the Spirit is there eae ; 

. ence 


pare foon done. There is no {pring, no principle 
ithin. What the difference is between faints uneven- 
s, and this unconitancy, you fhall. hear hereafter 4 
t thefe are wreftlings of {pirit not yet conquering, 


y Which are inward, and abiding long in the 
. ; he has grace, and fure 
here ts faftened : when. 


it appears here is no ir 

ever puif up, and make — 
eyes, as the Corinthian 
private man thinks him- — 
y a minifter better than - 
when Paul was the leaft of all 
the faints. And hence commonly they degenerate to. 
pride and form. 2. Thefe keep men ftrangers to Chrift, — 
and the life of faith; they have thefe affections, yet 
ignorant of Chrift, take thefe as figns of his love, and 
live without him. And this is indeed the inner prin- 
ciple which all the wicked in the world want; there — 
is IN true grace an infinite circle: a man by thirfting 
recerves, and receiving thirfts for mote. But hence 
the Spirit is not poured out abundantly on churches, 
becaufe men fhut it out by fhutting in, and content. 
ing themfelves with their common graces and gifts, | 
Mat. vil. 29. Examine if it be“thus.ifio, » as 

J. You cannot come to. the Lord, John v. 44 
“* how can ye believe??? 


2, Nor 
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2. Nor to receive any thing ftom the Lord if, you 
do, James iv. 3. ‘* When you afk to {pend it on 
_ © your lufts,’”” when that carries you. 
_ 3+ This pulls down the kingdom of the Lord Jefus,. 
when other things ruleus, and not himfelfalone. 

4, Satan will have this againft you, as againft Job, | 

* You ferve not the Lord for nought.” To what 

purpofe are your new moons ; church-reformations, 


ifit be thus? Now, becaufe it hath been replied to | - 


what was formerly iaid, that Chrift was the veffel, not 
~ our fouls. I fhall therefore confirm the latter to be 


Pei 


_ byplain. Now though Chrift may be theantitype oi éhe fe 
MF as ; ee 


but their ol, , 

4. The wifdom of the wife did appear, in that they 
did provide oil for their veffels. If therefore the veffel 
be Chrift, therein lies the wifdom of the wife, that 
they got the Spirit to put into Chrift, and the folly 
of the foolifh, they got not the Spirit to put into him. 
Or the one got Chrift Jefus full of the Spirit ; the 

‘other, Chrift Jefus void of it. When whoever hath 
Chrift, muft have in him the fulnefs of the Spirit 
alfo, , 

5. The other interpretation croffeth the main fcope 
of this part of the parable, which is to fhew the dif- 
ef ference 
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ference between the virgins: All profeffed Chrift, 
went to meet the Bridegroom : but here was the dif. 
ference, they never looked for to get ‘the Spirit. in 
them : and this is moft fuitable to men raifed out of 
the dregs of | popery, where works being abolithed, . 
Chrift is owned, and therein do well, but herein 
* fail. 12. DS BONS TROY Stats rst sic.. 
_ Thus ‘you have heard the ufe of trial: negatively. 
‘What this inward principle is affirmatively, you have 
- generally heard; and fhall more particularlpimthe o- 
ther two doétrines. _ Only this T hall aire Piricuecren 
Of two parts. i) “bitie- gals 
ets, Our lite” in Chrift ‘by faith 208 So bioow Sol’ 
ec Chrift’s s life in us by. his Spitit ipl cmptdes 
jul, and looks upon it as dead, ‘and fees its life 
6 rift ; ; and hence for faked itfelf; and ém- 
the L ig of glory. : econdly, ‘The Spirit comes 
iffeffet e amapty Honfes <inclithers: tives 
dwells, B Bok ‘hele tie’ po ftle mentions, G a 
Zi —John » xv. 4. Astwo married toget! er, 
their om live not where they are, but in each other. — 
The one cares not how to pleafe herfelf, but her huf- 
band; and e contra. So that left any weuls foul {hould 
be difcouraged, that thinks there is no pfinciplelof: 
life, becaufe fuch a blind, empty dead’ heart, wander- 
ing from God, &c. Nay, when the Lord quickens 
ae} itis loft again ! Nay, when quickened, °O then | 
ck it comes to, it 1s feeble! I tell you it’ muft be 
& (ceemengl Bes makes you Jay up your life in him; this 
death is your life. And leaft any falfe' heart’ fhould 
be here deceived, that faith he has Chrift 3 0* If 
‘ you have not the Spirit of Chrift, you are none af his. 
The faints have this fometime, ‘their temple is filled — 
with glory; and for their general courfe,, they are 
admirers of the Lord Jefus ; and! account: ‘his lifeyto 
belife, and all their life befide’to’ bea: continual 
fea There is not any grace ee iol aes i 
T had it. 


ves} SECT. 
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- Ufe 5: Of Exbortation. ‘Lo every man, as es 
- ver you look to be with Chrift Jefus another day, get 
this oil in-your veffels:.. The Lord doth in this para- 
ble fet before your eyes the eftate of the pureft virgin 
churches and profeflors in the world, and it is his i } 
finite love to tell us before hand, before the time be 


irae 


paft, to tell us, that many of thefe fhall be fhut out 


from the prefence of the Lord Jefus, whom then 
felves and others think fhall not, and yet th 
love would be but little, unlefs the Lord had made 
known the caufe or defect in not getting oil to their 
veflel. © confider therefore, here you are like to” 
fail ; you that have lamps, before the cry and bride- 
_groom comes, acknowledge Chrift’s love, and be 
overcome by it to get oil in your veflels 5 when Ra- 
hab knew that the Lord would deftroy al | Jericho, 
now fhe lays about her to preferve her life. What 
is the means?. To tie the fcarlet thread at the win- 
~ dow: O the would be fure to get and keep that there. 
You know the Lord Jefus will come and difcover the 
unfound profeflion, and deftroy the glory of the world, 
and churches too: It may be ye have had fore fears, 
what if he fhould cut me off, and caft me out, as pof- 
fibly he may? and I may as. well as eminent profel- 
fors. Itell you, none ever perifhed but becaufe of 
this. How juft had Rahab’s judgment been, if fhe 
had refufed to get her fcarlet thread there, and yours 


if now ye get not your oil in your veflel ? How many 
are there that have lived fairly and died quietly, and 
when they are dead and knock, the door is “thut, that 
then wring their hands, O had { but known of this! 
1 would have fpent my care and {trength, and tears, 
and thoughts how to have filled my veffel, but I 
knew it not., This: time will. fhortly come, and if 
you know it now, and do not fet upon it, what acut 
Ddd : will 
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will this be ? As therefore the apoftle exhorts, Heb. 


‘4 


iv. 1.“ Having a promife of entering into reft, fear. 


“* leaft you fall thort of it.?? I fay fo much more 
here, knowing how only you fhall enter into Chrift? 8 
reft, fear left you fall fhort of this; Thope | fhall not, 


_ Ithank God my courfe is blamelefs;. fpotlefs, I have — 
_ forfaken the fins of places, and pollutions of ordinan. | 


~ €es:; fo thefe were virgins alfo. -Ovbut my lamp 


burns as. bright as any man’s I know; fo did the © 


jolith virgins. O but they all think well of me ; 
) were thefe thought of, till the Lord faid, “ I know 
you not.” © but llook to’Chrift, to meet with 
n, and falvation from him; fo did thefe, and yet 
were fhut out from Chrift. If the Lord fhould have 
faid, it was becaufe they had not wealth enough, nor 
world enou gh,every man would not havebeen wanting 
here, bu would have ftriven to have got enough of 
that, though it were not th ads: but there is enou; 

in Chrift to inrich you, who’ has the Spirit with 


o 


i rNOWE. ~ 
meafure to do it: ‘The Spirit may breath now.” © 


Means 1. Labour to feel and mourn under th 
whole corrupt principles, that have a@ed thee hither. 
to: for many men are fenfible fometimes of fome par- 
ticular aéts, and jarrings of their hearts and life site 
the rule; and then they feek forgivenefs ‘of, and 


5 


grace againit them, and then they hope all is well; 


then they do many things, and hear John gladly, and — 


in plainnefs andintegrity of their hearts think ‘that all 
is well. But ftill they fall fhort of a principle of life, 
becaufe they never felt a whole corrupt principle, and 
how in every thing it croffeth God, not only in 


the corrupt, but moft glorious a@tions. For all men. 


naturally turn from being open, to fecret enemies ; 


and from being fecret, to be fubtile enemies, and ‘to 
undermine the Lord in all they:do.’«Now many’ fee 


it but not the evil of it, nor mourn under it, “Hence — 


the Lord never fends another Spirit, becaufe ‘they 
have not the fpirit of heavinefs for want of it.’ But 
| ~ when 
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when a man fees that in every thing he is carried and 
aéted by a principle of bitternefs againft the Lord; and’ 
lives without. the Spirit of the Lord to a@ him ; the 
Lord is not.far from that foul) when he’«feels this, 
‘and mourns before the Lord, becaufe of this, and the’ ; 
. wantof that, 1 Kings vill. 38: So Chrift faid, * be. 
. “caufe Lfaid1 go away, forrow has filled your hearts.’% - bo 
John. xvi..6, 7. This isthe very reafon why fain 
- haye the Comforter, his» abfence ‘fills their heart 
with forrow; becaufe when he is gone, O the ftrai 
nefs, vilenefs of a corrupt heart ! you fay it may b 
If. this be not a right principle, whatis? afi 
undermine all falfe works ; O therefore, feel 4 
plague! If ever God works this grace, feel you m 
the want of it, and if you do mourn then you.a 


‘To think there fhould’ 
not a drop for me. 


nor, of love than when he fhews this, and gives you. 
not only fenfe of fome one act, but a fpirit of heavi- 
nefs under this. ‘This empties the veffel, and’ fo. 
makes us veffels of honour : do not therefore fet thy-' 
felf fo much to do, as to fee where thy evil principle 
is,-in all thou doft. 

Means 2. Repair now to the fountain of life, for) 
a principle of life from him, and fetch it from him. 

- Queftion. . Whatis that? and how fhall I fetch it 
fromabime ey) 3!) go) | pet 

Anfwer. 1. It isnot a.man’s own ftriving, a man 
may imitate nature, but cannot make nature: All 
the world cannot make one poor flie. And as it is 

Wie Ddd 2 artis 
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‘artis celare artem, fo when he hath done he may de- _ 
ceive himfelf and others, but-nothing elfe. Born — 
<< not of the will. of man :’? “A-man isin’ great dif- 

‘trefs of confcience for fin paft, fear of death for time 
‘to come, and now he comes juft as faras.adevil; then 
prays Lord fave me, and now comes as far as nature 
~ can carry him, and therefore is» eafed, and now he 
“hath fatan’s black feal upon himy and felf flattery 
hath carried him on. ‘The fountain of life is not 

OR re. : \ as HOE) AIUD AOR a5 LILVAT. 

a. It is not the law, it convinceth one, and he 

“complains ; it condemns another, and he: cries out ; 

“¥irritates another, and he falls to do what he can ; 


never looks to this blood... There. is.this excellency 
- in Chrift’s blood, not only to cleanfe fromiguilt, and. 
“power of fin, but from dead works, andnone elfe.can. 


" > ig 
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Now therefore repair hither for it ; know-what your 
~ lives will and muft. coft. tet a ist cn 
Now how fhall this be done? 5) ns 

.., Anfwer.. 1. Prize this blood, and fatisfy thy, foul 
_ with it, choofe it, and reft init, in the Lord himfelf 
as fufficient,. John vi. 53. -“ Except ye eat..and 
. & drink,”? &c. many account it a common thing, ; 
you receive it not, then, but, trample it under, their 
feet, many efteem of it, but they feel not themfelves 
with it, nor quiet their hearts with life there firft ; 
and hence it fall;out-thus. : a 


-¢omplaint, Ha. Ixiv. 7. “* None took hold of the 
‘Lord, nor ftirred up himfelf’’ to that end, . It 
‘may be. fome of you have fome ftrength. O put it 
forth ?.I know alk ftrengthis. from Chrift, .but,there 

» is alpermanent ftrength in you. You are not dead to 
act, you wrong fhecLord-and, his grace if youthink 

» fo. “As it isa heavy finto fhut up and imprifon na- 
tural truth, Rom. i, 18, So much more the pee 

rs 0 
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of grace. Others have loft it, O recover it ! And — 
hence Paul prays for this earneftly, Eph. iii. + ite 
“* The Lord ftrengthen you with might in the inner 
_“* man.””” And therefore put this forth to aét, and be — 
fure you act only from the Spirit of grace. - 
 Quehion. How fhall I do this ? ~ a a ee 
/Anfwer. 1. Set the Lord Jefus in all his glory 
‘before you. There is that excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chrift’s perfon, that it makes us be and live 


_ dike-him, and according to the propinquity of our 


fouls and eyes to Chrift, fo we are like him. — ‘As it 
is with the fun, when it is gone from the earth, there 
aXe 10t fo much as leaves on the trees, yet when it rer, 
turns, the trees bring forth fruit. Or as it is in hea- 
ven, 1 John iii. 2. fo in this lite, when we fee him 
in a plats, ‘1.Cor. iii. 18. That look as itis with an 
ambitious man, when he is in the prefence of men he , 
will manifeft all his excellency, nothing fh Hee doi 
to gain difcredit. So if the Lord and I is life b > your 
excellency, when you fee Chrift, you wil approve. _ 
yourfelves to him, See him therefore beholding fu 
accepting ; and that grace you would put forth, fee 
it in him ; it is ftrange to fee what a ftream of fpirit 
comes fometimes this way. os aie aig Sane 
2. Keep the remembrance of the exceeding great. 
nefs of his love freth in your minds, in that * he has - 
**quickened you,” Eph. ii. 4,5, and that this life 
was by his death. All the flowers of the field catt 
their favour but for a time, and then away with them; 
but Chrift’s love and Chrift?s death do ufually al- 
ways breath ‘a favour of life to a fincere heart that ne. _ 
ver knew what the {ting of death meant, 2 Cor. v. 
14, 15. Chrift loves Chriftians, becaufe he dies 
that we fhould live. But how ? Becaufe we thus 
judged. God has made man an agent by counfel ; 
Now fome Chriftians go to the Lord to help them, — 
but fet not prayer of faith awork, and hence have no 
water of life. Some do, but ule not other means to. 


fet 


¥ 


ou 
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_ fet. the underftanding (the mind of faith,) on work, 


to quicken it up to act, and fo would haye life brought 
_ in, but not by the right door ; an empty veffel will 
_ not be full of this water till now, that the mouth, of 
the underftanding is open. Now many things are to 
be confidered to a@ every grace, as God’s command __ 
and promife, &c. But this is that which in the gener- 
al quickens, O_ Chrift’s love, which conftrains the 
foul to live to him. According as a man thus recei res 


from Chrift, fo he returnsto him. As it is obferved, 


one fign that when a people vifit not their minifter,, 
they receive no good ; fo here: That isa fign of ade. 


caying Chriftian, for ufually they that get good b 


¥ objects, an He Let ciin here Chrift prevails, 


_ becaufe there is a party within, when external objects 


3- Famifh the contrary principle, the ftrength 
whereof is by fucking in the fweet, and receiving jn 
carnal content from the creature, Rom. xiii: 14. 
«* Put on the Lord Jefus,’’ his Spirit, his righteouf- 
nefs, his life, his graces, ‘* Make no provifion for 
_ the flefh.’”? Many Chriftians look up to Chrift 

in all means, but can do nothing, becaufe they have, 
fome delight either in lawfal or unlawful things, that. 
lies between him and Chrift. Hence that grows ftrong, 
the other feeble. — | Loo 

4. Die to all felf-confidence in grace received, or 
felf-coritentment with any meafure of it; for thereby 

Bn you 
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youftop the Spirit : for we of ourfelves cannot think a 


good thought. Therefore be ftrong in Chrift, and 
hence, Eph. vi. 10, 11, 12. A mamis apt to fall to a 
double extreme, to be ftrong in the Lord without 
putting oa graces ; and to truft to them without being 
ftrong in him. Corn mutt die before it lives, fo muft 
you; and reft not content with the mieafure received, 
but look for more, and hence be thankful, and fay; 


ve 


Nay yourc 


i 
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a is Bolt fatan’s hand, not only your ftrength, but * 
2 ie Ee and the foul is taken captive.’ 
Ot herefo ore mourn for this, left yeu mourn ate 


lat: - 


ee Baas Pa 


eee 


ey ps 


‘Sie ‘that there is Such a nc or sina of 
Grace in the heart of Blievers, which the moft refit Ne 
Ped Hier never arife unto. 
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“De BOK SHAT there is a certain plenira 
i ‘falnefs, or full meafure of 4 
Bie it of eee in ‘the hearts of the faithful, which 
moit glorious, “yet. unfound profeffors” of 


rate es want, and have’ not in their vefle Is 


i ) 

fic Satelit of the Spirit. "They had not 
their ve ve flels filled with oil, they had not this degree’ 
and | full ‘meafure of the Spirit. This they fell fhort’ 
of, an herein appeared the difference. ‘here are? 
certain inward touches, an inward lighter dye’ of 

God's Spirit, which ferves to beget a _moft eminent! 
profeflion before men, but never to make the foub! 
fincere indeed before the eyes of God. ‘That look as2 
fome naturalifts make. three or four kinds of life; dif’ 
fering only as higher or. lower degrees of lite, Bah 
not of the fame. life ; ; as plants have a vegetative life! 
¥ only. to gTOW, | but ho fenfitive to fee ; Becatife thee) 
forms. are more drowned in their matter ; fenfitive: 
in beafts, yet not rational; rational men a but not ah-! 


‘ getcal, &c. So here, a greater degree of the Spirit’s 
Ee © working 


j fuperfcial 


4 
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working, makes a difference in kind between Chrifti- 


an and Chriftian. It is the Spirit that makes a man 
live, it is the fame Spirit by a greater {troke, makes » 


a man live the life of God, Eph. iv. 13. Yet there 
are two kinds of lives as fay different as fenfitive and 
vegetative ; ; and though the rational has both, yet it 


* is neither of both. So though a faint lives the life of . 


~ reafon and morality, yet there is another life he has, 
_ which doth differ from thefe of a high degree, and of 
al other kind. I do not fay therefore that a fincere 
foul only has a greater degree of the fame grace, but 
that he is diftinguithed by a greater degree of grace 
and working of the Spirit of grace from an unfound 
heart. As a man may love another, but not with a 
conjugal: love, here is now a degree of love, but not 
of the fame love, for it is not a whit conjugal; it might 
then be finful-in fome men, fo itis here. A man 
that has filled his ftomach with meat may hans fo le 
defire after it, but not an hungry defire, not ir he 
degree; hence not hungry atall. So ce he it iggard 


Ss defires and has not,” a carnal heart defires, and 


another defires the Lord Jefus ; a carnal fluggifh heart 
defires and has not, but another hungers and is fill- 
ed; he has not any degree of the fame hunger. It is 
therefore granted there are defires, and joys, and light, 
and growth in falfe hearts, but there is not that ful- 
nefs ot joy, that fulnefs of light, that fulnefs of the 
Spirit which is in the faithful, and here they ever fall 
os Yet note, 

. There is not a perfec& meafure ; nor the fulnefs 
si fhall be when our fouls fhall be gathered to them 
that are made perfect. 

2, Nor yet that there.is that fulnels the faints. aim 
at; for it is the refurrection they aim at, Phil. iii. 
12-5 Go las 

3. Nor yet a glutting fulnefs, that men have man- 
na enough, and fay, the main work is wrought, and 
that is enough: not fuch a fulnefs as fatisfies their ap- 

petite 


- 
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petite from longing for more. But which fatisfies and 
quiets their confcience in regard of the uprighinels of 
their fouls before the Lord. tbs 
OTE ' - $ 
ean tunt SEO. Fak 2 


BUT for the more full and clear explicatioti of this ~ 
point, I fhall fhew you thefe three things, — - Ge 
1. That hypocrites may have fome inward touches of 
God’s Spirit. | at Fes 1 S 
2. That the very reafon of their falfenefs is, bes 
caufe they have no more than fuch touches or ftrokes, 
3. That there is a fulnefs the faiits come to, which 
_ others want. at 


Deut. v. 23. And fometime by love and mercy, mo- 
rally affecting the heart, Exod. xix. 4, 5, 6..%* You 
«‘ have heard what the Lord hath done, Will you 
“ now enter into covenant?” Yes, yet what is faid 
ofthem? Pfal. Ixxviii, 37. “ They were falfein God’s. 
‘¢ covenant.” Ee 

3. There may be fome operative and quickening. 
grace of the gofpel, Heb. vi. 4. “ They were enlight- 


$ ened,” bec. 
; Pe 2: 4. here 


iy ial Sie Aid ots BNE Oe 
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4. There may be fome edifying and co-operating . 
gifts of law and gofpel, whereby a man may not only 
be, ufeful and helpful to fome, but to the church of 
God, as thofe that did prophefy in Chrift’s name. 


And thefe may be fo inward, that they think themfelves 


clean and fincere; as Abimelech. F 
Il. That the reafon of their unfoundnefs is, be- ~ 


-eaufe they have no more than lighter ftrokes of God’s 


p1rit 


4 Re LAS 1 might fhew in all thefe, Paul is blameless, yet 
far enough from having fin mortified by Chrift, and 
hence profefleth, ‘* We did ferve divers:lufts,” Tit. 


iii..3. The Ifraelites cry out, they “ will do what 
-“ God will have them :”? Yet “* O that there were 


/‘@fuch an heart |? Deut. v. 29. They in Heb. vi. 
were enlightened and tafted,’’ yet fell. ‘He there- 
fore adds, “¢ We are perfuaded (ver. 9.) better things 


““of you.’ They did)‘¢prophefy in Chrift’s nz oe 
Matth, vil. yet ‘depart from me, ye workers of ini- ~ 


»‘ quity.”? But fee it more particularly, Mark xii. 33. 
»Saith the, Scribe to him, ** To love the Lord is bet- 


** ter than all burnt-offerings.”’ Some Jews did reft 


there, but neglected the inward work > but this. man 


the inward work was prized in his judgment, he had 
both profeflion and fome affection: And was he 
now entered into the kingdom. of God? No. Here. 
was his wound, he fell fhort of it fome degrees. Hence 
itis faid, “Thou art not far from the kingdom of 
God.” So the Iraelites, why did not they enter ? 
Was, not the land good? O yes! That report the / 
worlt of the {pies brought: But their hearts were 
not taken with the goodnefs of it, as Caleb’s and. Jo- 
ihuah’s, were. And hence they were fhut out, Numb. 
xHl..27.,and xiv. 7, 8; 24. So it is here. Soan | 
uptound heart may be enlightened, as it is there, Heb. 
vi. 4, 5..,But there is a marvellous light. which they 


.hever have, they have not fuch a degree, 1 Pet. ii: Q. 
And hence, Deut. xxix. 9; 3) 4. “ The Lord has 


S* not 
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-* not given you eyes to fee to this day.’?' Did the : 
_ Lord give them no eyes to fee, no hearts to be affect- 

ed with what they did fee? Why came they then out 

of Egypt? Why'did they fing when they faw Pha- 

_-raoh drowned? Why, they had not fuch eyes and’ - 
fuch hearts as Mofes had, not unto that day. We 

“So for turning to the Lord. ‘Do not manly unfound 
hearts turn over a new leaf? Do they not, not eo 
outwardly, but inwardly too?’ Where is the flaw'then? 
‘Im the degree, Jer: iii. ro. “ Judah has not turned — 

. with her whole hearts’but treacheroufly.””” So there: . 
“may be fome’ growth ‘and life m falfe unfound hearts 
that may after away: but where is the wound ? Loo 
inthe parable of the feed; Some grew not at all ;- 
fome did) grow, but’ not having depth of earth, fell 
again: Others fell notin perfecution, but there were 
the roots of thorns that choaked the feed ‘the good 
-ground’s feed came to ripenefs and fulnefs of fruit, 
though fome’ in a’ greater degree than others; yet 
none at all’ (no ‘ripe fruit) in the reft. Hence the 

Lord is faid to ** weigh the heart,”” Prov. xvi. 2. Men 
think they are humbled, and do believe, but God finds 
them too light; as “Balfhazzar was weighed and found 
<¢ too light.” And thus it will be feen at the laft day, 

- when Cnrift Jefus hall appear, that all the moft ¢lo- 
rious profeffion of many a man is therefore rejected, 
becaufe found too light. 

Wh. That there is a fulnefs which the faints have, 

\ and which others fall fhort of. Which | fhall fhew, 

I. Pofitively and affirmatively from what has been 
faid, Prov. xii. 26.“ The righteous is more excel- 

<< Jent,’” John xiv. 17. ‘ Whom the world cannot 
<< yeceive, becaufe it knows him not.” ‘There is that: 
Spirit in faints which no unregenerate man knows, 
hence defires nor. Becaufe he dwells in you, he doth 
not’ only feridt'fome gilts, or work fomewhat-there,, 
put! he dwells'there, he fills the heart. © Hence the 
end ‘of Chrift’s death is, ‘* to purchafe to himfelf a 
a % é ‘* peculiar 
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“ peculiar people,” Tit. ii. i4. Of fuch a {pirit, ick 
.a holinefs that only themfelves know. So it is that” 
which all the prophets prefs to, to a higher pitch; ard 
hence that charge of Joth. xxil. 5, And if is a pecu-_ 
liar fruit of election, Eph. i. 4. 1 To be holy. 26 
Before him. 3. In love. | 

Il. Negatively. If there fhould not be fuch a dif. 
Sa een fulnefs, 

. Then the whole miniftry bf Chrift is in vain, 
rae fo deftroyed ; for what is the end of that, that 
God raifeth up any minifters in the church, but this, 

:§ xxvi. 18. “* To turn men from darknefs to hight.’’ 
If this light was only that in Heb. vi. 4. then the end 
of the 2 ininiftry was to work hypocrify. “ And itom 
fe the F : power of Satan to God,’’ there the Lord leaves 
them not, ‘ but that they” may réceive remifhion of 
s¢ fins,” ‘&e. 


2. Tf there fhould not. be this fulnefs, moft of t 1e : 


promifes fhould be deftroyed, and God’s faithfuln ef 
fail, and the faints be deceived. For promifes are. 
made to them that mourn, to them that hunger, ta 
them that believe, &c. Now many hypocrites mourn, 

and defire, and the ftony ground believed. Then it 

- feems the promife is not true. Yes, and therefore 

there mutt be another kind of mourning, another and 

higher degree of the Spirit of faith, &c. #. e. not of 
the fame faith, but of another kind of faith. 

3. If not, then all Chriftian endeavour after a high- 
er meafure of grace fhould be deftroyed. For if any 
man only has Chrift in his eye, that he may have him, 
I fay that is fweet; but I fay, yow fhall never have him, 
unlefs you receive him. O but many receive him ! 
as John ii. 23. yet Chrift ‘ committed not himfelf to: 
“them, for “he faw what they were.” Now there- 
fore if you regard not the meafure, i. e. fuch a kind. 
of receiving of him, you will never feek for it, pray 
- for it, nor learn to know it. And hence it is faid, Prov. 
xv. 24. ‘* The way of lifeis above to the righteous : 7m 

If. 
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If it. were not above, of that height, he would never 
. come over difficulties to it._ shit 
j aes If not, there is no true hope that any man can 
have: but it is utterly deftroyed, 1 John iii. 3. “ He 
“* that has this hope purgeth himfelf.”” Iam as good, 
as fuch a one: But, as Chriftis pure. That is his. 
copy and his pattern. : ; a 
5. Lhe very people of God are deftroyed from hav- _ 
ing a being in the world, if this meafure makes not — 
the difference. If it be replied, the Lord Jefus makes — 
the difference. It is very true, thofe that are in co- 
venant, they have God to be their God, that makes: 
one difference; but if there be not fome peculiar 
_ workmanfhip of the Spirit in them, then though they _ 
_ have God their God, yet the fecond part of the cove. 
nant is deftroyed, i.e. they are not the Lord’s pe- 
culiar people that have more than common wafh-work. 
For we are not only thegpert people by choice 
x and purchafe, but by ne "creation alfo, Ifa. Ixiv.. 


| oe eee, T. . Ul. 


j hi 


Uje. 1. FENCE we fee the fight of no grace is no 
part of a Chriftian’s grace and holinefs. The five 
foolifh virgins were not fhut out becaufe they did not 
fee they had no oil, but becaufe when they did fee it, 
(as the Lord will make you fee it firft or Saft) they did 
not get fuch a meafure and quantity of itas might fill 

- their veffel. You may go down to hell with complaints 
I have nothing, unlefs the eternal Spirit work fome- 
thing at laft in you. il : ie dla 

Uje 2. Hence take heed of quenching and limiting 
the Spirit of God, when it is working upon and 
breathing in your hearts at any time, in any micans,., 
‘Becaufe you may then fall fhort of this meafure ofit, 
and fo be fhut out at laft. Look as it was with the 


Ifraelites, it is faid of them, that ‘* they pas not 
Mi ee OLLVe 


~ 
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«< drive out the Canaanites,’ ie they would not by 
reafon - of their floth; and hence they were pricks, — 
nay {nares to them. So the Lord begins to work 
ftrangely upon fome men, but they are prefently hum- 
ble enough, and have comfort enough, and grace:e- 
nough, and cannot be better, and hence God makes 
their fins {nares and thorns to their forrow and ruin 
fterward. Nay beloved, many a one will rane the 
irit. © take heed of it! Thus, | 

The Spirit not only convinceth, bya: Biarablcs 

h eae and fhakes his fpirit with fears of fins Now 

what fhould he do? He fhould welcome it, and fay, 

) blefled Spirit, doft thoubegin to caft me down to the 
fF for my fin, before ] am caft to hell for my fin! 
Vh at silt thou have me to do! O humble me more. 
Give 1 1e not only an act of heavinefs, but a fpirit of 

heavinels? As ‘the faid of affliction, “ 1 pray God this 

* plaifter may never ceafe cleaving, till healed. i Now 

what do many men ?- either game it, Or wor 
it, or fleep it away: The young man will not fo foon 

lofe all his mirth: ‘The man that has thought his e+ 
ftate good fo long, will not believe it is fo with him 
now. Oras Solomon {peaks of God’s hand, he grows 
weary of his chattifement, and fo caft it off, and catch- 
eth hold on Chrift and comfort, and there {tays, be 
fore the Spirit has done it. me 
g. If they dare not fhake it off thus till the Spirit ats 

Pe then they fatisfy themfelves with fome hopes the — 
Lord gives, and fome. tafte of his {weetnefs, before. 
they are fatisfied with it, as thofe did, Heb. vi. 4, 5. 
Ati hence Pfal. xc. 14. ‘ O fatisfy us with thy mer- 
“cy, fo fhall we be glad all the days of our lives !’” 
So fatisfied,'as to live upon it. As if you fhould afk: 
a man, cule you be-contented it fhould be fo, but they 
do not live upon it. As if youfhould afk.a man, 
could you be content to: be made king, and come 
from, beseey | ? Yes; buthe is left-there, it is not fo; 
and hence lives a acbeggar ftill, Mea cannot live with- 

out 
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out their lufts.. Yet faigh Chrift, < My flefh is meat € 


othe indeed, and drink indeed,’ i..¢. This gives reak j 
~ confolation, fatisfaGtion indeed. And here many a 
 Chriftian finks, and goes up and down fhort of faving y 

‘goodie i) | sisi Hike. CORD f 

3. Hence many walk in fome defires which the Spi- 


. rit has wrought, but to break througa all difficulties, ab. 


S 


done, but as “his want mz 


' and follow the Lord indeed, and come to that they 
know they muft indeed, this. they will not do, but — 
depart from Chrift forrowful, and hope the Lord wife 
accept of them; and hence the Lord complains, Mal as 

i. 8. of this generation that had defires in their flocks, 
but lame ones. ‘* Will thy king accept this?” And fo 
all their work is overly and fuperficial by ftinting th 
Spirit. Thus far you fhall go but no farther. oO 

— loved, this is the frame of a fincere heart, the Lord 
empties him, but he is never content that the work is) 
ie, | ade him beg before, fo his, 
—tafte makes him lon - more now, as Mofes, to fee 
more of aoa tery: ae Paul; Fil. Mi. 12, 13. 
O therefore when the Spirit comes, intreat it to goon 


= 


an 


and finith. And hence David begs, Pfal. cxix. 132. 


‘¢© the mercy that thou ufeft to fhew to thei that. 
“ love thy name !’?, Why fo? O David faw mercy to 
others, that fets God awork to do fomewhat for them, 
work fomewhat in them, but it is not fuch mercy. 
O beg for that mercy that humbled others, quick- 
ned others, that are now in glory; that, or no met- 
ey Lord! ae @ y 
uelt. How fhall I know whether the work is overly? 
Anf, 1. \f fadden'and violent, it is ufually overly. 
A picture long a drawing is exaét, another foon 
done is lightly done. A man has leopard-fpots, which 
in our garments cannot be washed out eafily. God’s 
 thorough-work, is feeking and fearching. Hence vio- 
lent fudden forrows.and joys and reformation which 
all were in the ftony ground, proved unfound, Mat. 
xill. be 
Pak a. God 
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a AG n ‘God has thy time of trying thee, Mat. xiii. j. ‘The 

feed was fown. Which now is good ground ?, Where 

is there fruit to be feen and ripenefs of grace? Look 

upon perfecution, if that doth Not driy ‘thee from’ 

Chrift. If that doth not, fee if the world doth not, 

which by a certain deceit and cozenage will. befool 
you. Tam perfwaded, as Uahue is, that. all th the feve- 
- tal trials of men are to thew | them kno wn fn themfel “ 
and the world, that they be but cenit el 

make faints known to themntsheee the better. ass a 
the has a temptation only of a ‘command, w 
ee sce to caufe him to ftoop but it ts .yet Ne ial 
t So it is with many, others ps fet doch uch’ 
he tries them, Rom, 3 v. 2 5: Tri mane 
s trial, and that hope.” ‘Prov. x xvi 3 Af you 


woul know whether i it will hold weight, peas will 


tell you. Look - you a In Specials it aiiyes ~ 


to prayer, 1 fear ue 1 Gtitryi os: 


sank igi grr oo Du Ween aa 
. voy SOF S0a 

CHAP. Dee SECT, Ks iu 
Waren is given a more large and full account Q that. t ful- 
nefs of grace that is in Believers, as to the Sfevera ys He 


thereof, and pte the mojt slorias Hypocrites 50 
in all, 


'Od 


Rist mui ad 


_ Ufe 3. AKE therefore a narrow fearch whe- 


ther you have this fulnels of the Spi- 
ritor no. 


Queft. What is this fulnefs ? 

Anf. When the Spirit comes in the room of thofe 
things which a man is full of now. For fulnefs or 
filling implies emptinefs, and the removal of that. _ 

Now there are fix things every man is full of. 

1, Sin.—2. Darknefs.—3. Unbeliefi—4. Satan.- — 
5+ velfi—6. World, 


So there is anfwerably in every faint, 


Sk Fh 


iT -Snea : 
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a I. Baines of humiliation for fin, 
2, A fulnefs of illumination and revelation, in the 
-ropm of darknels. eee ee Ne 
he - A fulnefs of faith, in the room of unbelief. 
4 A fulnefs of the Spirit itfelf, in the room of Sa- 

tan. we ‘a ‘ ‘ res aah 

at 


their laft end, in the room of felf-fecking. 


it kt 


noe ASE Inefs of glory and confolation, inftead iS 4 


~T. Fulnefs of humiliation akdes HNOBAndtite toll 
nefs of fin. ae tO WAG, qi ait. 


For every hypocritical heart has commonly fomve 
humiliation and cafting down, which is the firft pri 
ciple of all his profeflion, and hence can tell yo 
is miferable eftate that once he lived in, anc 
which he was troubled, but it was never deep er Ol 

For as there was before his terrifying, a full power, 
a fulnefs. of the dominion of fin, his Piidailtaion for 
fin, never reached, never came to that fulnefs or mea- 
fure, fo as to deliver the foul from that. For I do not 
account that true humiliation whereby a man’s heart 
is ren t, troubled and tormented with fin, but where- 
_ by it is rent from fins not from the being, but from 
the power; not from the bondage of fome, but yet 
from the power of all. For if rending with fin fhould 
be humiliation, then the devils fhould be more hum- 
bled than any. Then alfo a man may haye too much 
of humiliation, and of God’s Spirit. If#ending from 
the being of all fin fhould be humiliation, then no man 
living fhould be fincerely humbled ; unlefs we dream 
- of an eftate of perfection before it comes, and of the 
day of ‘triumph in the time of warfare. If rending 
from the bondage of fome’ fins fhould be humiliation, 


then’ 4 man might be truly humbled for fin, and’ yet 
under the power of ir.” “And therefore look ‘as in e- 


z 


“vety 6nethe Lord humbles, there was once'a fulnefs . 


of the reign and power of fin in the full ftrength of 
; Pr ie ee it.5 


34 tf "ae eS ike 4 « ry e + . ete 
‘ be A fulnefs of fan@tification in acting for God'as 
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it; fo that full meafure cf humiliation which the lgedt 
works i in his, it ever comes to that height, as to break 


that power down, Ehud-like, it not only wounds the’ 


fiefh, but leaves the dagger in the heart of this tyrant; 


2 Cor. x. 5. ‘¢ The weapons of our warfare are migh- 
“‘ ty to caft down every thing that exalts itfelf.7? 
If I fhould leave this point thus, I fhould but leave 


you. as doubtful as you came, and fo in the dark ; 


herefore for the better clearing of this points Jet me 
explain five things to you: the fcope of whichis to. 
fhew you, what I mean by fin, and the patse od it, 
and that humiliation that removes it. 

J. That befides the outward aéts of. Gir cial eames 
lufts and breathings of fin, and the fpiritual plagues 
with, which God ftrikes: men for fin, as:blindnefs, 
hare refs of heart, there is in every man: living»ano- 
ther fin, commonly called the fin of nature (asin the: 


ferpents, befides the {pitting of poifon, their nature is | 


poifonous) which finas generally believed and-confet 
fed but felt by few. This is. ‘called insfcripture by: 


the name of flefh, John i iii. 3. ** The law of the mem- 


“bers, the old man?’ For as in men, there are race 
tions, breathings, and the man himfelf: fo here; which 
fin of natureis the de-ordination of the whole man; or 

a corrupt bent and fet of the whole man againftGod: 

and it exprefleth itfelf in two particulars; 1. In acon- 
ftant departing from God in every action, civil‘and 
moral; lke a man fet out of his way, every ftep he 
goes is out; or like a clock out of frame,everyftroke is 
falfe, Pfal Avil: 3. “The wicked go aftray from the 
* very womb.” — 2. In fierce, invincible, refifting and 


contradiding of God, when he has overtaken the foul : 


to draw it home, arch neil be back, Rom. viii. 7. We 
account it a doleful thing for Chritt to bid the:foul 
cepart at the laft day, that woe is paft upon all the 
‘fons of men by ‘this, fin now;) only with this 


difference, hey are forced to depart then, men — 


willingly tispee now, and haften away imevery thing 
from God as faft as they, can,, 2. They depart inta 


fire, 
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_ fire, thefe to broken cifterns of creatures. ‘Ido 3, 
Believe they would not refift the Lord, if he thould 
- come tofave them from feparation then from him, this 
makes nature refift him now. stiies esol tid: oat 
_ IL. That this fin of nature is moft properly only the 
reigning fin. The text is evident for it, Rom. vi. 12. 
_ Let not fin reign, to obey it in the lufts thereof.” 
._ There is 1. obedience, ze: the outward acts, 2. Luts 
the inward breathings.” 3. Sin itflf where thofe lufts’ _ 
are feateds It has been a queftion, what a man’s 
reigning mafter-fin is, and many difcoveries have been 
made of particular fins, as that which rifeth and a- 
wakeneth firitin the morning with us, that which rides. 
and labours aman upon the fabbath day, when the 
Lord or fin muft tide in triumph ; yet that is the mix 
_fery of-a‘carnal heart, that when he gives ‘his beafts 
--reft, yet fuch is: fin’s tyranny, he being fin’s'beaft, 
- that he fhall then have no reft. Now if ‘their means 
ing be, that fome particular fin may bea reigning fin,’ 
or a man’s perfonal reigning fin, then it is true, Judas 
loves his bag beft, and Achitophel and Hamon their’ 
. honour beft, and Herod his whore moft. But if they 
_ mean’a man’s natural reigning fin; the reigning fin 
then, it isnot any particular fin fo much as this. 
For no'fin is able to reign over. any man, but 
by commiflion and power from this. As the weeds 
can. never grow tall, but by virtue of their foil 
where they grow, Matth. xv. 1g. All the boughs 
~ flourith by virtue of the roo: whence they grow. And 
hence we fhall fee, let iatan fow his feeds of pride or 
tuft or paffion in a man whofe nature is changed, it is 
impofliblethey fhould come to any perfection there, 
but they will die away within a time, becaufe the 
heart of the foul is gone, and power of fin removed); 
and hence: alfo it comes to pats, that a man’s mafter- 
fin maybe changed ; thofe fins that are his mafter- 
fins'in ‘his*youth, are not in his old age; thofe that 
are not’at one time, inone place, are not in another. 
Now there could never be fuch change in govern- 
; ors 


ae shiz 
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ors and vice-roys, unlefs there were fome great 


king, that fets up one, and pulls down another, /atis 


“pro imperio ; this is therefore the reigning fin, which - : 
has taken poffeffion of every part, which has its hand — 


in every act, which pulls down ene fin and fets up 
anotherunder it, which gives ftrength to every fin 
that has any, which fights it out till the laft : this is 


» Vfay the reigning fin ; hence think not that then the 
_ reigning fin is down, when your perfonal fins are de- 


2 


 ftroyed, though it be with a moft fudden and fearful 
~ deftruction. [ MUshg VstO YORE MB 


“IIL. That when the Spirit of God humbles the foul 
indeed, he ftrikes the head, and wounds the heart of 
this fin ; he doth not only cut off fome limbs of it, not 


only bind it, but flay it of its life and power. Vhat 
as it is with fome men, they may have many pains, 


gripes, difeafes, yet live and recover again, but the 
pangs are not fo {trong as to feparate foul and body, 


for then the man is gone: So a carnal heart he may be 


troubled, and have many gripes of ‘confcience, and 


apply the promife, “come td me you that be weary,” 
and fo he may find reft, and as he recovers his peace, 
his fin recovers its {trength; but when the pangs are fo 
ftrong‘as feparate body and foul, fin of nature which 
has lived there ; now the man dies, now the foul 
falls down indeed. Now this effectual humiliation 
catries the foul unto Chrift, and hence Aéts xxvi. 
18. <“¢ Turned from the power of fatan’ to God, 
Col. i. 13.‘ He has delivered us from the power of 
darknefs.”” And hence Gal. v. 24. “ They that be in 
** Chrift have crucified the flefh, as well as the af- 
** feCtions and lufts :”? For if the Lord fhould only 


humble a man for the fins of a wicked life, and fome | 


wants in the heart, the Lord fhould only bruife fatan’s 
heel, but never ftrike his head; the Lord fhould 
flay Amalekites, but fpare the Agag ; it is true, the 
Tord ufually at firft converfion fets one fin upon the 
foul that brings to mind many other, and the Lord 

. ; humbles 
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many ox for them, and here the foul is apt to reft as 
but when the Lord comes indeed to work, 
ent | thus. leep as now I fpeak, &.Cor. xy. It ig 
aaa Phe ‘Lord muft reign till all his enemies are 
« put under his feet.” Look therefore as this fin is 
i th 2 greatel enemy Chrift hath, fo if he reigns in heas 
ven, he will be fure above all other fins, to ftrike the © 
head. of this, and difthrone this ; and we fhall ind | 
that there may be deep terrors upon the falfehearte 
virgins, but they only affault the foul ; fo on. faints, 
but Chrift then ftrikes at the fin, and ge the foul, 
Ifa. lvii. 16, 17. And this 1 add, there may. bez 

great power of Chrift put forth, to humble the fo 

but mens hearts ‘refift this ; and even Pharaoh was 
humbled, but i it 1s never faving, unlefs it (trike the 
ied ogee and throne. of sae and fo this fin ; Bs and 


fe 


Mee ‘no wl unre Han a 
iC 
Spell r igs nded in 
_ this, though he y hav ou at ai which 
__is precedent u tot is. As, 
4 Econ, ee arm firlt fee few, and then 
Any, of the fins 0 their lives upon them, fo as they 


only t to ‘ond. convinced they are moft grievious fine 
ners, but to fhed 1 many tears ; nay, to be fore troubl- 
ed and diftrefled, O the heavy wrath that lies upon my 
foul! Thus Saul, 1. Sam. xxviii. 15.: And hence, 
many. make heavy complaints, O the Lord hears me 
not | “ Send for Mofes,’’ faith Pharaoh. <‘‘ My fins 
ce Is greater than I can bear,”’ faith Cain. Nay, not 
only fo, but they may feel more terrors than many of 
the faints, as the damned now ; for the Lord lays this 
burden upon his people’s backs i in meafure, but the 
Lord empties out the whole’ fack upon them, and the 
ground. of this is but the fting of fin, or the .gnaw- 
ings of particular fins in the conicience, not the bur- 
den, of, the fin of nature as yet. 


Be 


416 _ON THE PARABLE OF THE : 
fie. You will fay, thefe fell from God, never looked 
to Chrift, nor left their fin; but I have done fork 
_ have feen the mercy of God in the gofpel, the Lord 
Jefus has been revealed there, and I have feen fins 
I mutt part with my fin, if ever i have him, and fo I 
have. And this you may have, you may fee an excel- 
-»lency in Chrift, and be fo affected with hope of his 
~smercy, and melt at the thoughts of his love, as to caft _ 
off all outward evils that thou haft, or the world lives 
“in, 2 Peterii. 20. So that thou mayft efcape thefe, 
by coming to him to remove them, and by feeing that 
elle thou fhalt have none of him; and hence hated, 
‘"thou mayeft be of the world. The reafon is, Chrift 
hasionly wathed thy fin, but never changed thy nas 
ture as yet, fo that you may thank God my con- 

{cience. is clear. } Lanian Shttas weenie 3k 
3. You may have not only outward acts, but for a 
time inward lufts quenched, that a man has no. mind 
nor heart to any finful way, nor to the deareft fins 1¢ 
has lived in, whilft horror lies upon him. As in Jus 
das, when God did heat his confcience, his luff, after 
his bag was gone, he had more mind to an halter ; and 
hence throws away his pieces of filver, and innocent’ 
blood lies heavy. O the mercy of a Chrift that I 
have flighted! He thought he might have his money’ 
and Chrift efcaped with his life, and his fin pardoned 
afterward. And hence it is faid, Matth. xxvil. 3. 
«© When he faw he was condemned, he repented,” 
and as aman not worthy to live in his own thoughts, 
“he goes and hangs himfelf.” It is with the foul as 
with water, all the cold may be gone, but the native 
principle of cold remain ftill. You may remove the — 
burning of lufts, not the blacknefs of nature, from a 
carnal heart, and the ground holds, nature is not 
changed. This! fay, an unregenerate man may haye 
but yet never find this change of nature, where'the 
power of fin lies: change of confcience from fecurity 
to terror, change of life from profanenefs, and civility, 
and 
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out their lufts. Yet faith Chrift, “My fleth is meat 


* indeed, and drink indeed,” i. ¢. This gives real 
confolation, fatisfaion indeed. And here many a 
_ Chriftian finks, and goes up and down fhort of faving 


good. . 

3. Hence many walk in fome defires which the Spi- 
rit has wrought, but to break through all difficulties, 
and follow the Lord indeed, and come to that they _ 
know they muft indeed, this they will not do, but. _ 
depart from Chrift forrowful, and hope the Lord will — 
accept of them; and hence the Lord complains, Mal. 
i. 8. of this generation that had defires in their flocks, ' 
but lame ones. “ Will thy king accept this ©’ And fo 
all their work is overly and fuperficial by ‘finting: the 


<a 


Spirit.. ‘Thus far you fhall go but no farther. O be- 
loved, this is the frame of a fincere heart, the Lord 
empties him, but he is never content that the work is. 
‘done, but as his want made him beg before, fo his 
tafte makes him long more now, as Moles, ‘to fee 
- more of the Lord’s glory: as Paul, Phil. iii. 12, 13. 
O therefore when the Spirit comes, intreat it to go on 
and finifh. And hence David begs, Pfal. cxix. 132. 
“¢O the mercy that thou ufeft to thew to them that 
“ love thy name !’? Why fo? O David faw mercy ‘to 
others, that fets God awork to do fomewhat for them, 
work fomewhat in them, but it is not fuch ‘mercy. © 
O beg for that mercy that humbled others, quick- 
ned others, that are now in glory; that, or no mer- 
cy Lord! if, 
Queft. How fhall I know whether the work is overly ? 
Anf. 1. \f fadden and violent, itis ufually overly. 
A picture long a drawing is exact, another foon 
done is lightly done. A man has leopard-fpots, which 
in our garments cannot be wafhed out ealily. God’s 
thorough-work, is feeking and fearching. Hence vio- 
lent fudden forrows and joys and reformation which 
all were in the ftony ground, proved unfound, Mat. 


Xill, Se 


TORR ££ 2. God 


. 
: 
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_2. God has thy time of trying thee, Mat. xiii. The . 
feed was fown. _ Which now is good ground? Where — 
“Gs there fruit to be feen and ripenefs. of grace ? ? Look 


‘upon perfecution, if that doth not dtive thee from 


. Chrift. If that doth not, fee if the ‘world doth not, 


c 


which by a certain deceit and _cozenage will hefool 


you. Iam perfwaded, as Calvin i is, ‘that all the feve- 
.” al trials of men are to fhew them known to themfelves 
and the world, that they be but counterfeits, and to 


“make faints knows to themfelves the better. As Saul, 

# has a temptation only of a command, when he 
had nothing to caufe him to floop but it, yet he fell 
th So itis with many others that God doch much 
for, he tries them, Rom. v. 5. ‘ Tribulation ion 

“¢ works trial, and that hope. * Prov! xvi. 3. If you 
woulc _ know. whether it will hold weight, the trial will 


tell you. Look you there, and in peel ifi it drives 
to prayer, fear not. ne f 


ge 


os # Ayt hs 


CHAP. Xx, rae 


Wherein i is given a mere large and full account of that Fils 
ne/s of grace that ts in Believers, as to the Several, parts 
thereof, and how the moft glorious de come sa res 


in all, : aaa v5 
Ufe3..° ART thevefores a narrow catch Bud. 
ther you have this fulnefs of the Spi- : 

rit or no. 


Queft. What is this fulnefs ? 3 res 
Anf. When the Spirit comes in the room bf thofe . 
things which a man is full of now. For fulnefs or 
filling implies emptinefs, and the removal of that. 
Now there are fix things every man is full of. 


1, Sin.—-2. Darknefs.— 3. Unbelief.- cra Satan.— 
» Self—6. World. 


So there is anfwerably in every faint, ae 
1 A 
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1 A fulnefs of humiliation for fin, 
2. A fulnefs of illumination and revelation, in the 


room of darknefs. = | 2 
3+ A fulnefs of faitli, in the room of unbelief. — 


4, A fulnefs of the Spirit itfelf, in the room of Sa- 


Ge tany te: iy eer nis 
5. A fulnefs of fanGification in acting for God as 


es 
ie 


ipa </ 
a 
ir 


~ nefs of fin. 


ef 


their laft end, in the room of felf-fecking. 
DEY San fulnefs of glory and confolation, inftead of © Z 


“the world. 


I. Fulnefs of humiliation under fin, oppofite to hae j 

For every hypocritical heart has commonly fome 
humiliation and cafting down, which is the firft prin- 
ciple of all his profeflion, and hence can tell you of 


his miferable eftate that once he lived in, and for 


which he was troubled, but it was never deep enough, 
For as there was before his terrifying, a full power, 
‘a fulnefs of. the dominion of fin, his humiliation for 
fin, never reached, never came to that fulnefs or mea- 
fure, fo as t deliver the foul from that. For I do not 
account that true humiliation whereby a man’s heart 
is rent, troubled and tormented with fin, but where-: 
by it is rent from fin; not from the being, but from 


the power; not from the bondage of fome, but yet 
- from the power of all. For if rending with fin fhould 


be humiliation, then the devils fhould be more hum- 
bled than any. Then alfo a man may have too much 
of humiliation, and of God’s Spirit. If rending from 
the being of all fin fhould be humiliation, then no man 


- jiving fhould be fincerely humbled ; unlefs we dream 


of an eftate of perfection before it comes, and of the 
day of triumph in the time of warfare. If rending 


from the bondage of fome fins fhould be humiliation, 


then a man might be truly humbled for fin, and yet 
under the power of it. And therefore look as in e- 
very one the Lord humbles, there was once a fulnefs 
ef the reign and power of fin in the full flrength of 

en Fei 2 PAGS 
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it; fo that full meafure of humiliation which the Lord | __ 
‘wartks in his, it ever comes to that height, as to break’ 
that power down, Ehud-like, itmot only wounds the 
flefh, but leaves the dagger in the heart of this tyrant ; 
2 Cor. x. 5. ‘ The weapons of our warfare are migh- 
“* ty to caft down every thing that’ exalts itfelf.’? ~ >> 
‘If I fhould leave this point thus, 1 fhould but leave 

_ youas doubtful as you came, andifo in the dark ; 
. therefore for the better clearing of thispoint, Jet me: 
' explain five things to you: the {cope of which: is to: 
fhew you, what I mean by fin, and the power of it, 
and that humiliation that removes it. 4) | obsny 
iL. That befides the outward acts of fin, and inward 
tufts and breathings of fin, and the {piritual plagues 
with which God {trikes men for fin, as blindnefs, 
hardnefs of heart, there is in every man living»ano- 
thersfin, commonly called the fin of nature (asin the: 
ferpents, befides the {pitting of poifon, their nature is 
poifonous )-which fin is generally ‘believed and confel 
fed but felt by few. This is called in fcripture by. 
_ the name of fleth, John iii. 3. “ The law of the mem- 
— bers, the old man” For as in men, there are ac- 
tions, breathings, and the man himfelf: fo here ::»which 
{in of nature is the de-ordination of the whole man,;or 
a corrupt bent and fet of the whole man againft:God : 
and it exprefleth itfelf in two particulars;: 1. In acon: 
ftant departing from God in every ation, civil and 
moral: like a man fet out of his way, every ftep:he 
goes is out; orlikea clock out of frame, every ftroke is 
falfe,: Pfal. lviii. 3. “*'The wicked go aftray from the 
* very womb.” 2. In fierce, invincible, refifting and 
contradicting of God, when he has overtaken the foul 
to draw it home, and turn it back, Rom. viiin.g. We 
account it: a doleful thing for:Ghriftito bid the foul 
depart: atthe daft day, that woe is paft upon allithe 
fons:cof men by this’ fin’incw; »:only swith» this 
‘difference, 1. ‘Vhey/areiforced to depart theng men 
wallingly depart now; and haften away in every thing 
from:God as faft'as they can. 2. They depart into 
fire, 
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fire, thefe to broken cifterns of creatures. Ido 2. 
Believe they would not refift the Lord, if he fhould 
come to fave them from feparation then from him, this 
makes nature refift-him now. — edi sR 
HL. That this fin of nature is moft properly only the: 
reigning fin. The text.is.evident for it, Rom. vi. raz. 
_ & Let not fin reign, to obey it in the lufts thereof.’ 
There is 1. obedience, i ¢. the outward atts, 2. Luftsyy 
‘the inward:breathings. 3. Sin itflf where thofelufts: 
are feated. It has been a queftion, what a man’s) 
reigning mafter-fin is, and many difcoveries have been 
made of particular fins, as that which rifeth and a» 
wakeneth firftin the morning with us, that which rides 
and Jabours a man upon the fabbath day, sie ae 
Lord or fin muft ride in triumph yet that is themis” 
fery of :acarnal heart, that when he gives his beatts 
_ reft, yet fuch is: fin’s tyranny, he being fin’s:beatft,) 
that he fhall then have no reft. Nowif their mean 
_ ing be; that fome particular fin may bea reigning fin, 
ora man’s perfonal reigning fin, then itis true, Judas 
loves his bag beft, and Achitophel. and Hamon their 
honour beft, and Herod his whore moft. But if they 
mean’a man’s natural reigning fin ; the reigning fin 
then; it is not any particular fin fo much as this. 
For no fin is able to reign over any man,» but 
by commiffion and power from this. As the weeds 
can never grow tall, but by virtue of their foil 
where! they grow, Matth. xv. 19. All the boughs 
floutith by virtue of the roo: whence they grow. And 
hénce we fhall fee, let fatan fow his feeds of pride or 
luft or paffion in a man whofe nature is changed, it is 
impoflible they fhould come to any perfection there; 
but they will:die away within a time, becaufe the 
heart of the foul isgone, and power of fin removeds 
and hence alfo it comes to pafs, that a man’s matter 
fin’ maybe changed); thofe fins that are his mafter- 
fins: invhis' youth, arenot in his old age; thofe-that 
‘are not at one time, in one place, are not in another. 
Nowithere could never be fuch change in govern- 
ors 
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ors and vice-roys, unlefs there were fome great 
king, that fets up one, and pulls down another, fatis 
pro imperio ; this is therefore the reigning fin, which 
has taken poffeffion of every part, which has its hand 
in every act, which pulls down one fin and fets up 
another under it, which gives ftrength to every fin 
that has any, which fights it out till the laft : this is 
I fay the reigning fin ;, hence think not that then the 
_» reigning fin is down, when your perfonal fins are des 
' ftroyed, though it be with a moft fudden and fearful 
-deftruction. haa BUTE kone? 
Ill. That when the Spirit of God humbles the foul 
“indeed, he {trikes the head, and wounds the heart of 
this fin ; he doth not only cut off fome limbs of it, not 
only bind it, but flay it of its life and power. ‘That 
as it is with fome men, they may have many pains, | 
gripes, difeafes, yet live and recover again, but the 
pangs are not fo {trong as to feparate foul and body, 
for then the man is gone: So a carnal heart he may be 
troubled, and have many gripes of. confcience, and 
apply the promife, “come to me yc u that be weary,” 
and fo he may find reft, and as h ae his peace, 
his fin recovers its ftrength ; but when the pangs are fo 
ftrong as feparate body and foul, fin of nature which 
has lived there ; now the man dies, now the foul 
falls’ down indeed. Now this effectual humiliation 
carries the foul unto Chrift, and hence Aéts xxvi. 
18. Turned from the power of fatan to God, | 
Col. 1.13. “* He has delivered us from the power Of 
darknefs.”” And hence Gal. v. 24. “ They that be in 
«© Chrift have crucified the flefh, as well as: the af. 
** fections and lufts :”? For if the Lord fhould only 
humble a man for the fins of a wicked life, and fome 
svants in the heart, the Lord flxould only bruife fatan’s 
heel, but’ never ftrike his head; the Lord fhould 
flay Amalekites, but fpare the Agag ; it is true, the 
Lord'ufually at firft converfion fets one fin upon the 
foul that brings to mind many other, and the Lord 
; | humbles, 
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_ humbles for. them, and here the foul i is apt to reft as 
“many do, but when the Lord comes indeed to work, 
he cuts thus deep : as now I fpeak, 1 Cor. xv. It is 
faid,  « The Lord muft reign till all his enemies are 
* pt under his feet.”” * 
e greateft enemy Chri hath, foifhe reigns in hea. 
fiat he will be fure above all other fins, to ftrike the 
head of this, and difthrone this ; and we fhall find 
that there may be deep terrors upon the falfehearted 
virgins, but they only affault the foul ; fo on faints, 


but Chrift then firikes at the fin, and ave the foul, ; 


Ifa. lvii. 16, 17. And this 1 add, there may be | 
great power of Chrift put forth to humble the fou 


but mens hearts refift this; and even Pharaoh vas 


humbled, but it is never faving, ‘unlefs it firike 


very power and throne of fin, and fo this fin 3 “and 


_ now the foul is humbled indeed. 

atl That no unregenerate_ man never had fach ¢ a 

eilistion, as afcended to, and ‘ended in 
e may es all that. humi niliation which 


: 53 
ei The Tort" may ‘arm firft fome few, and then 
? “many of the fins of their lives upon them, fo as they 
may feel the moft intolerable burden of them ; not 
only to ftand convinced they are moft grievious fin- 
ners, but to fhed many tears ; nay, to be fore troubl- 
ed and diftteffed, O the heavy wrath that lies upon my 
foul! “Fhus Saul, 1 Sam. xxviii. 15. And hence, 
eae, make heavy complaints, O the Lord hears me 
not! ‘ Send for Mofes,’”” faith Pharaoh. “ My fins 
‘* is greater than I can bear,”’ faith Cain. Nay,. not 
only fo, but they may feel more terrors than many of 
the faints, as the damned now ; for the Lord ye this 
burden upon his ‘people’s backs in meafure, but the 
Lord empties out the whole fack upon them, and the 
ground ‘of this is but the fling of fin, or the gnaw- 
ings of particular fins in the confcience, not the bur- 
den of the fin of nature ds yet. 


Za 


Look therefore as this fin is 


joe 


al Sais 
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2. You will fay, thefe fell from God, never looked 
to Chrift, nor lett their fin; but I have done fo. f 
have feen the mercy of God in the gofpel, the Lord 
Jefus has been revealed there, and ihave feen fin, 
{muft part with my fin, ifever I havehim, and fol 
have. And this you may have, you may fee an excel-” 
lency in Chrift, and be fo ‘affected with hope of his — 
mercy, and melt at the thoughts of his love, as to caft 
off all outward evils that thou haft, or the world lives 
in, 2 Peterii. 20. So that thou mayft efcape thefe, 
by coming to him to remove them, and by feeing that 
elfe thou fhalt have none of him; and hence hated, 
thou mayeft be of the world. . The reafon is, Chrift 
hasjonly wathed thy fkin, but never changed thy na- 
ture as yet, fo that you may thank God my con- 

.feience is clear. 
3., You may have not only outward acts, but for a 
time inward lufts quenched, that a man has no mind 


nor heart to any finful way, nor to the deareft fins he 


has lived in, whilft horror lies upon him. Asin Ju- 
das, when God did heat his confcience, his luft, after 
his bag was gone, he had more mind to an halter; and’ 
“hence throws away his pieces of filver, and innocent 
blood lies heavy. O the mercy of a Chrift that I 
have flighted! He thought he might have his money. 
and Chrift efeaped with his life, and his fin pardoned — 
afterward. And hence it is faid, Matth. xxvii. 3. 
‘* When he faw he was condemned, he repented,”’ 
and as aman not worthy to live in his own thoughts, 
“*he goes and hangs himfelf.” It is with the foul as 
with water, all the cold may be gone, but the native 
principle of cold remain ftill, You may remove the 
burning of lufts, not the blacknefs of nature, from a 
carnal heart, and the ground holds, nature is not 
changed. ‘This fay, an unregenerate man may have 
but yet never, find this change of nature, where the 
power of fin lies: change of confcience from fecurity | 
- to terror, change of lifefrom profanenefs, and civility, 
and 
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and fafhions of the world, to efcape pollutions thereof; 


change of lufts, nay, quenching them for a time ; 
but the nature is never changed in the belt hypocrite 


_ “ that ever was. As 2 Peter ii. #9, 20. ** They were 
© wafhed,” but never from their {winifh nature; and 


Sad Py : “yh . Fes ea cr 
Here they ever fail, Prov. xxx. 12. *© There isa genera- 


_“ tion clean in their own eyes, yet not wathed from 
“their own filthinels,” 2 Tim. 2.18, 19, 20, “24, : 


Alexander fell; and Hymeneus fell; they talked 


of the glorious eftaté. of faints, and that here’was ~ 


all™the “refurreGtion’ that is to be expected; and it 
feems it was fuch ‘a fall of fuch perfons- that ma- 
ny ftumbled, and  faid,, How fhall we know who 
aré’ the Lord’s? doubtlefs we mey fall. “No, “ the 
** foundation remains fure, andthe Lord knows who 
‘are his.’ ‘They were none of his all that time, “and 
** Jet all that profefs Chrift depart from iniquity, for'he 
*¢ that purgeth himfelf fhall be a veffel of honour.” 


_ And therefore read through all the feripture, conftant- 


ly never any hypocrites but they had this brand, Mat. 


vii, 23.“ You workers of iniquity.”? Flerod and Ju- ~ 


das‘had their haunts, &c. And Rom. i; and ii. The 


- apoftle thews that all were under fin. He may ‘in “e. 


very thing elfe be humbled, for all the “humiliation 
befides this ftrengthens ‘fin in its kingdom, aid binds 
aman fafer under the dominion of it. And hence 
fuch men are mote hard to be convinced than mer 


_ that were never caft downat all. 


But this he never finds, for if he fhould; then,’ 
~ 4 A gracelefs heart’ might partake of the ‘greateft 


benefit of the covenant of grace, and love of God. 


For Rom. xi. 26. “ This is my covenant, to take as 
way their fin”’ For to fubdite fin is greatér love 
than to conquer devils, death, and hell, Ifa. xis 6.1 4e 
is turning lions into lambsvt) jimall laitte 

og) Then/an unfegenerate tiam may partakeof the 


ey 


laft end “of all the fufferings and forroWws of Chrift, 


which is to faye’ his-people from their Mit.” And 


¢ DRL 4 PG gogo, : hence | 
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hence, Johni i. 29. “ Behold the Lamb of God, which 


‘* taketh away the fins of the world,” 1 John i iil. 5. . 


8. “ Chrift came to deftroy the works of the devil.’” 
This therefore he ever falls thort of. He that hath © 
found ‘this ealy, and accounts this ‘work os 
never had it yet. | 

uelt.. How may a Chriftian know when the ‘Taree 
hath changed his nature, and taken down the BBs pe 
his fin? ‘ 

Anf. \t might fuffice to evidence ‘this againit all 
gain-fayers, that thus it is, and fo to know it by the 
Spirit’s witnefs, which fhews us the things freely giv- 
en of God, who to fave the Lord a trying another 
day, tries us now, and makes known thefe hidden 
works. Efpecially feeing fome divines think, that as 
the firf’ Adam conveyed this fin of nature, I not 
knowing ; fo the fecond Adam doth alfo remove this 
by an immediate ftroke, I conceive it is fo alfo, but 
not only by it. And therefore take two Mie 
now. ae 

. Wherever this is done, that foul doth uot onl 


aie. Ns 


on cea fin ;, for fo'an unregenerate Paul did, ae 


9. where ‘ fin revived,’ &c. And the word’ is 
a “divider of joints and marrow.” Nor do they 


only feel this as an evil, and, fo be much troubled | 


with if, ‘but when the Lord makes the dejected foul 
feel it as its greateft evil, fo long as it remains in its 
being ; (as it will) worfe than death, than hell, than 
all afflidions, and miferies. It is not a particular fin, 
but this that he feels thus. You will fay, this is a 
high pitch. , 1 fay, confider if any man was ever 
humbled under fin, but he that felt fin as itis. For if 


1 feel it not.as it a lam deceived. Now, it is the. 


greateft evil; to depart froma living God is worfe 
than for foul and body and all creatures to depart 
from me. To make God miferable is worfe than for 
all creatures ever to be made fo, and fin in. its ten- 
dency doth fo, being a crofs to his will, Ifa. i. 24. 

| Hence 


ye 


ae 
ry 
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"Hence he that feels it indeed, feels it fo; the begin- 
~ ning: of which is a forrow aad mourning after God, 
that it might be ‘fo, Ifa. Ixiii. 17. “© Why haft thow 

_“ hardened our hearts from thy fear??? But thus it 

is indeed, Rom. vii. 24. And when it is thus, it will 
hold thus till death, while the caufe remains ;, nay | 

the more life and love, the more tender it grows; 
fetting afide fome carelefs fits. And hence its great- f 
eft joy is to think of the time it fhall be forever holy) 

_ And hence accounts no fuch mercy as to be fet atli- | 

- berty to live to God indeed. A gracelefs heart fees’ 
and fears it, and cries out of himfelf for it; but ftay 
2 while, ant he lofeth his tendernefs, either becaufe’ 
he cannot part with it, or becaufe of Chrift, he looks 
now to him, or Hecate he hath now fome fprinkling 
of the Spirit, nature.is eafed thereby, and he is qui et. 
ed ; and hence never any carnal heart, but fome’toot 
of bitternefs did grow up ut laft in this foil. Hence , 
ordinances profit not, becaufe feeling is loft. But the 
foul thus feeling it, beholding the holinefs of God and 
love of Chrift, and its conftant withdrawings, refit. 
ings, | O it cuts deep! 

_.. Then the nature is changed, when the confci- 
ence being ftill and quiet, and the foul affured of the 
Lord’s love, yet nothing gives the heart quiet till it is 
contiguous to God in Chrift to enjoy him, in his ho- 

- linefs, and in the love and delight of his whole will. 
For this is a certain rule, if the nature be not c han 
ged, if confcience be but once quieted with the' fenfe 
of God’s love, and affected with it, and has not God 
indeed, nor his work to quiet it, it will fall to lufting 
after creatures and live upon them, and feed we heart 
there. For as it is impoffible for a man to live, or’ 
to be without provifion, fo the world being provifion 
for the flefh, meat, drink, fleep, and thete lawful 
things, there it doth and will lie quiet without Seal 
But now where the nature is changed, anduthere i 
another nature, there is fomething mite provided fo Gr r 
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) * it to live on, and that is the Lord and his will. As_ 
) Chrift faid,.‘* lt is my meat and drink to de his will.”? 
And Rom, vii. 22. “1 delight in the law of God in 
Be ‘the inner man.’”? There was fomewhat that lothed 
| it, but there was fomewhat elfe delighted in it, and — 
there lies its life, and though the heart would reft and. 
give over fometimes, yet it 13:2 law of the mind that>. 
a the foul has; he can have no reft, Rom, vii. 5. And 
_, therefore take a child. of God, let him have meat, - 
_. drink, fleep, blefling in his calling, preach, pray, and 
have honour, yet he will conftantly come home to 
the Lord mourning. What, doth all this do me 
good ? When | rife up, lie down, eat, drink and pray, 
and do all without him! An untuned heart all this 
while. The world ftands between him and the Lord 
all this while, but this doth not... Many a:fincere 
heart has heavy‘complaints, and many doubts, be- 
caufe it is not thus; this rather is an evidence of 
peace, than God’s war againft it. It is an old rulej 
he that can live in heaven, fhall ; and there is nothing 
but a God to fuck in, and breath out, and live unto, — 


Is this thy element now ? 3 Spee 

~ \ O confider and examine yourfelves*here you poor 
faints, that you may be comforted. Others of you, 
if now you do not, the Lord Jefus will another day, 
and bring thefe fecret things of darknefs to light. If 
thou findeft this was never yet done, know it, all thy 
tears, and fears, and prayers have been in vain; and. , 
under the power of fin and fatan thou flill art, thro’ 
the fierce wrath of God againft thee: And there I 
leave thee till the Lord find thee out. 


a) 


| 
fs 
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nA Fulnefs ofillumination in the room of dark. 
neis. But let it be firft noted that I fpeak not here 
of revelations of future events. When virgin church. 
es fhall fall a-dreaming, it isa fign. they fall afleeping. 
Nor 
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Nor of revelation of new doétrines, nor yet of the | 
* love of Chrift and affurance thereof; but of the per- 
_ fon of Chrift, a work common to all the ele&,* and 
_ Mot peculiar to fome ; for Chrift may not appear in 
__his promife of love for a time to a fincere heart, yet 
. this is then wrought. I fhall therefore exprefs my 
thoughts herein in four conclufions. ‘ 

 Concl. 1. That all unregenerate men are under the 
power of darknefs, of ignorance, Eph. v. 8. * You 

** were darknefs”’ in the abftratt, Eph. iv. 18. So — 
_that ‘* they cannot underftand the things of the Spi-. 

** rit of God,” 1 Cor. ii. 14. Efpecially the Lord) 
Jefus ; for the knowledge of him is above nature, not 

only corrupted, but pure nature. Nay, though the 

Lord gives the beft and cleareft means of revealing 

himfelf, yet they cannot fee, John i. 5. ‘ Light fhin- 

** ed in darknefs, and it comprehended him not,” no 
more. than he whofe vifive faculty is loft, when the 
-fun-fhines round about him. Nay, that light which 


is in them is darknefs, Matth, vi. 23. And then how 


great is that darknefs? For many men might have 
known Chrift, but that they thought they did know 
him before, and fo are delivered up in thefe chains 
of darknefs to the prince of darknefs, but are like | 
wildernefs fhrubs, fhall never fee when good comes. 
*“Minifters (as Chrift did) may mourn over them, but 
can never help them until the Lord pull off their 
-deales. , For they pleafe themfelves in darknefs, and 
love it more than light, and are not as Paul, praying 
and mourning under the fcales that are upon their 

eyes... | 
j E Coaci 2. That there is a flate of light to which 
God calls his people only; or rather, that there 1s. 
a fpirit of light, illumination or revelation let into the 
mind, which is peculiar to the beloved of Chrift, 1 Pet. 
ii. 9. As of other things, fo efpecially of the Lord Je- 
- fus, 2 Cor. iv. 4, 5, 6. And it is fo glorious a work 
that Chrift himfelf admires the Father, and ftands in 
i a 
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aravifhment at it, Mat. xi. 25. To babes, ideale oa 
of all others of knowledge ; yet to them doth the Lord — 
reveal fome things that the wifeft in the world never — 
knew. 1 do believe that the greateft fcholar that Eyer 4 
lived, never had one fuch thought or apprehenfion of 
the Lord and the things of the Lord, as the faints have. — 
And hence Chrift profefleth, O- « blefled are your 
<* eyes that they fee ;”? and themfelves blefs him, and 
fall a wondering many times, ‘* Lord why doft thou 


- & manifeft thyfelf to us, and not to the world?” ‘And 
therefore it is an injury to the grace of God, to make 
‘precious things common, and all the work of the Spi- 


rit on the underftanding to be common to reprobates, 


and to fay, the difference lies only in the work of the 


Spirit upon the will, John vi. 45. ‘« He that has heard 


and learned of the Father, comes to me.”’ If the 


learning of the Father be common toa reprobate, then 
‘either they may come to Chrift, which is there denied, 
er Chrift’s promife is falfe, fr then a carnal eart 
may bear and learn of the Father, and never hare 
Chrift. ; 

Gone. 3.° That notwithftanding it is Sas Vie : 
them, yet foolifh virgins may have fome light in their 
lamps, fome fight and knowledge of Jefus Chrift. It 
is faid we live in days of light, and fo indeed we do, 
but as the Lord faid to them that had feen his mira- 
cles, ‘ yet the Lord had not given ‘them eyes to fee to » 
“ this day ;”? they were enlightened, yet fell, Heb. 
vi. 4. I {hall therefore {peak not of the revelation of 
all the word, but of Chrift the end of it, and the know- 
le ae of whom comprehends all the reft. 

There is a knowledge of Chrift in many a man 
which is begot by common fame, and human private 
infraction, which men hearing from credible men, 
conceive of and believe ; ; as that Chrift is the faviour 
of the world, is come, is dead, ts rifen, is at God’s 
right hand, that in him God’s juftice and mercy is 
reconciled, that there ismercy with him for the great- 

eft 
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eft of all finners, &c. And according as men are 
- more or lefs inftru€ted; fo do men conceive and be- 
lieve. But now this knowledge is but traditional, and 
: ease by common fame and human report, like He- 
_ rods’, that heard many things of Chrift, and yet indeed 
- defpifed him. The Lord I know doth make ufe of 
this to caufe the foul to come to further fight of him, 


as in the Queen of Sheba, but it is far enough off from | 


giving any faving knowledge of the Lord Jefus; and 
hence John i. 46. when they had been with Chritt, 
they do not with them to reft in the report, but come 
and fee; fo, you hear of thefe things, but come and 
fee; thefe things. You have learned them from 
man, come unto the Lord that he may teach 
them; and hence we fhall fee many of the people 
of God that have been put to a queftion of all things 
that ever they learned, and learned them over again ; 
as, whether there be a Chrift or no, &c. And they 
never faw thefe things indeed, unul the Lord taught 
them a féecond time ; hence therefore thofe that have 
been thus trained up, and have been troubled and 
comforted by fome conceived promifes of Chrift, but 
_ never faw any more of his perfon, than what you 


have learned before ; ‘‘ Your eyes are clofed up to 


Sweet his ayy ee 

_ 2. If any man fhould fee and behold Chrift really, 
immediately, this is not the faving knowledge of him. 
. 1 know the faints do know Chrift as if immediately 
prefent, they are not ftrangers by their diftance, if o- 
thers have feen him more immediately { will not dif- 
pute it, but if they have feen the Lord Jefus as imme- 
diately as if here on earth, yet Capernaum, faw him 
fo; nay, fome of them were difciples for a time, 


and followed him, John vi. and yet the Lord | 


was hid from their eyes; may all the world {hall 
fee him in his glory which fhall amaze them, and 
yet this is far fhort of the, faving knowledge .of 


him, which the Lord doth communicate to the elect. 
SO 
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So that though you fee the Lord fo really as that you | 
become familiar with him, yet Luke xii. 26. — 
“¢ Lord, have we not eat and drunk,”’ &c. And fo 
perifh. Be As ee 


3, A man may fee the Lord in his wonderful works, as 


and glorious kingdom and government, and yet not 
know him favingly, wonderous deliverances, preferva- 
tions of himfelf, and of God’s-people, dreadful de- 
ftruction of enemies, fuch as they cannot but fay, 
“¢ This is the finger of the Lord,’’ and yet know not, 
Deut. xxix. 1, 2,3, 4. And hence John xv. 24. 
and hence men think fuch things are done, and 
- fhall I ever be vile again, yet they become as bad as 
ever. J re 
4. He may fee the Lord Jefus yet more clearly by 
the letter of the {cripture, which though it brings to 
the faving knowledge of Chrift, yet to fee the Lord 
Jefus no otherwife than by the ftrength of fancy and 
underftanding, from thence is no faving knowledge 
of Jefus Chrift ; and hence Rom. xvi. 26. the myftery 
ofthe gofpel was hid from the Jews, but now it is re- 
vealed to all nations ; literally, to all where it comes, 
favingly tofome few. For between the faving know- 
ledge of Chrift in the gofpel, and palpable ignorance 
of him in the gofpel, there is his middle knowledge 
which is literal, whereby a man doth fee, <* yet in 
“ feeing, fees. not,’ Ifa. vi. 9. which isthe ftate of a 
church which has been long trained up under good 
means: and hence we fhall fee many men of great 
learning have been able to write volumes of the myf- 
tery of Chrift, and yet in “ feeing never faw.”’ 

5. There may be in a falfe heart a ftrange know- 
ledge of Chrift without {cripturés, which may ravith 
a man’s deluded heart ftrangely, which is ufually the - 
firt temptatation of the virgin-churches, that are of - 
much knowledge, and little love, 2 Cor. xi. 2,2, 4. 
Wherein fatan doth not feek to pullaway men to for- 

fake the gofpel, but from the fimplicity of the gofpel, 
} Fei 66 Re. 
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-* Repent, and believe, and be faved ;”” for faith he 
- Satan is transformed into an angel of light:” and 
hence we have heard that fome have heard -voices, 
fome have feen the very blood of Chrift dropping on 
them, and his wounds in his fide, fome have feen a 
great light fhining in the chamber, fome wonderful- 
ly affected with their dreams, fome in great diitrefs, . 
have had inward witnefs, “* thy fins are forgiven ;” 
and hence fuch liberty and joy that they are ready to 
leap up and down the chamber. O adulterous gener- 
ation! This is natural and ufual with men, they 
_ would earnefily fee Jefus, and have him prefent to 
give them peace; and hence papifts have his image; 
and hence Chrift gives the facrament to fhew himfelf 
as familiarly as can be. Hence, Thomas would not 
believe, ‘‘ unlefs he might put his finger in his fide,” 
and the Lord tendered shim, yet pronounced ‘* them 
‘< blefled that have not feen, and yet believed,”’ John 
xx..29. So I fay, e contra, Woe to them that 
have no other manifefted Chrift, but fuch a one. 
Little do you think what wrong you do to Chrilt ; for 
you do as much as in you lies to eclipfe all his glory at 
the laft day, as the wicked by their fins eclipfe his 
glory at this day, 2 Thefl. i. 10. ‘ He fhall be ad- 
‘¢ mired in all that believe”? Why?  Becaufe your 
_teftimony was believed ; that faith which clofeth with, 
and fees Chrift in a teflimony, is that whereby Jefus 
“hall be admired at the world’s end. _ 
~ Conch 4. That the faving knowledge ‘of Jefus 
Chrift is this, whereby the foul being fenfible of his 
“ignorance of Jefus, beholds fuch a glory in Chritt’s 
perfon, as that he efteems him in all his glory, as his 
prefent, greateft, and only good. 1} will take this in 
piecess: i, , i phy 
~<a, I fay that foul which has truly and favingly 
feen the Lord Jefus, has been made fenfible of his 
ignorance of him; 1 fee him not, I have heard of 
him, and read -of him, and taken’ his name into 


hh : my 
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Jobnix. 26, 37. 39. \* For judgment am T come in- 


“* to this world :”? and look as all the increafe of the — 


knowledge ‘of Chrift comes in by this door, fo the be- . 


ginning of it, and therefore thofe that have been caft 
down and heard of Chrift a Saviour, but never felt 


their ignorance of him before they have apprehended — 


him, their light is darknefs, and their knowledge full 
_ of delufion, and idolatrous. ? A SE dad 


2. It beholds a glory in Chrift’s. perfon 3 for be. 


fore the Lord reveals his Son’ to any, look what he 
was to the Jews he is to every man, Ifa. lili. 2, 2 
“He is rejected and defpifed of men ;’’ nothing fo 
mean as Chrift, every vanity preferred above him, 
and men can do no other, becaufe they fee not his 
glory and beauty, 1 Cor. ii. 8. “If they had known,” 

&c. Therefore the Lord reveals his hidden glory to 
them, fuch as never entered into their hearts before, 

or into the minds of other men, which though others. 
~ may talk of, yet they cannot fee it in that manner as 
they do ; it is called therefore marvellous light which - 
he doth reveal, when the foul hath been viewing its 
own fhame and filth, when all the grafs and glory.is” 
withered, Ifa. xl. 6. then the glory of Chrift is re. 


vealed ; one every way fo fit and fuitable to them, 


_ according to all their wante and woes, by fome fer- 
mon or other, which when the foul doth fee, it ufu. 
ally fills the head, and heart, and eyes with tears. O 
that IT have defpifed him fo glorious ! Aéts ii. Ale a 
2 Cor, iv. 5, 6. Ifthe foul fhould not feel its ignorance 
_ of him, it would never efteem the fight of him, but 
now it doth thus, and now that glory is revealed, 
Johni. 14. * We beheld his glory as the glory of 
“* the only begotten Son.” In every truth there is a 


glory which men fee not, and this is called in {cripture,. ~ 


“* the finding of the pearl,” Matth. xiii. 45. 
II. He fo beholds him in his glory, as that he now 


« efteem 


my mouth, and profeffed him ; and I believe others ‘ 
fee him, and bleffed are their eyes, but I fee him not, 
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.  efteem of him in all his glory. Fora Balaam may 


fe 


fee the glory of the tents of Ifrael, and the ftar of 
Jacob, but they elteem not of him in all his glory. 
‘The damned in hell fee a glory in Chrift, elfe they 
would never grieve for the Jofs ofhim, but it is only 
in regard of fomething in Chritt, delivering faints 
from forrows they feel. Nay many reprobates under 
a lively miniftxy, fhall fee fome glory in Chrift and in 
faints, to think them the happy men, yet not efteem 
of him in all his glory ; but it is otherwife here. The 


* Lord arifeth as the fun upon the earth, which makes 


all things that have any glory to appear therein, and 
it puts a glory on every thing that was hid before. Sa. 
Chrift puts a glory on every thing of himfelf : So that, 
1. .The foul fees a glory in the grace of Chrift, 
John i. 14. For the glory of Chrift’s perfon is not 
feen without thefe excellencies, Luke i. 46. “ My 
** foul magnifies the Lord.’” h 
‘2. A glory in the holinefs of Chrift, Ifa. vi. 3. E~ 


_ {pecially to confider, it is in him to make me holy, 2 


Con. dit. 185 js eet ae 
3. A glory in his covenant and promifes, Pfal. Ixy. 


1,2. O that all thofe promifes might be made good 


tome! ‘This is all my defise, 2 Sam. xxiil. s. 


4. A glory in the government and commands and 


will of Chrift, Ovif once | could in every thing give 


content to his heart! Pfal. xix. ro. hat the fout 
‘had rather lofe all than crofs his will in a {mall thing, 
feeing a glory in the leaft truth, in cafting off a cere~ 
mony, &c. Zach. vi. 13.0 a 

sg. Aglory in all the ordinances of Chrift.  “ O- 
‘* how ‘amiable ‘are thy tabernacles O God!” O° 


_the fellowfhip of faints! O the peace on fabbaths’! 


6. Aglory inall his carriage, Let him blefs me 
with outward eftate, though but a little. his is the 
allowance that Chriftin glory provides forme. Let 
him threaten me, ‘© Good is the word of the Lord.’’ 
Let him defert me, luis anger is love ! O that is glori- 

i Whh 22 ous 


428 -«—s«<ON' THE PARABLE OF THE 


ous! Let him take all from me, reproach me, ** Mo- 


© {es efteems Chrift’s reproach greater riches than we 
“© Egypt,” which is our eftate here. It feesa glory 


in all Chrift’s ways, and quiets itfelf here, “‘ it is the 
< Lord,” as Eli faid. Thus faints fee and efteem of © 
Chrift in all his glory, and we fhall find a falfe heart — 
even fall fhort-here, a fincere heart never, but com- 
tnonly it is fo taken up with it, that if you afk, fup- 
pofe you fhould have all grace, holinefs, promifes of 
Chrift, &c. Would not this be mercy ? Yes, enough: 
1 fhould then boaft in him, and blefs him forever. 
_ And hence Chrift is called, Luke i, 33+. eee 
« glory of Ifrael,”” becaufe they fo efteem him. And 
Ha. xxviii. 5.‘ In that day the Lord fhall be a dia- 
é dem of glory.”? Others may in horror prize Chritt 
above the world, but itis only to eafe them. 
TV. Tadd, he efteemshim thus. ih 
1. As his prefent good; fo that if the Lord doth 
withdraw or deny himfelf, now unto him nothing in 


this world can for the prefent quiet him, Jer. l. 4, 5. - . 


- Hence thofe in their judgments acknowledge Chrift 


the greateft good, and when they are dying, and fee 


he will fo at the laft day, yet now for the prefent a 
little more liberty in fin, floth, luft, honour, gain, 
lots, large accommodations are better. You never 
faw him. O vile world ! the Lord will one day con- 
_demn thee out of thine own mouth; thy own will 
was more dear to thee than his; this world’s eafe bet- 
ter than his peace, &c. When you lie on your death 
beds, you efteem him then. Why? ‘Becaufe he 
ferves your turn then : hence before you did not. 

2. As the greateft good, Deut. xxxiil. 26. Jer. 
x.7. Hence thofe that fee fome good in Chrift and 
defire him, and offer fair for him, but prize him not 
as the greateft good: and hence with the young man, 

though content to part with fomewhat, not with all, 

they will caft their rags down at Chrift’s feet and in- 

treat him to take away their fins ; but, will not eaft 
their | 
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- their crowns down, the deareft things they have : and 
hence the thorny-ground profeflors ever fall away. 
- The good things of this world which they forfook in 
time of perfecution, were dearer than Chrift, and 
hence they fall away. It is a difhononr to a king to 
-- be valued as other men are, Zach. xi. 12, 13. 


3. As the only good, Ma. xxiv. 23. “ The fun 


« fhall be confounded,” &c. And. though other 
things may fteal into their hearts for a time, yet they 
recover themfelves ; this is the one thing, Pfal. xxvii. 


4. that they beg in this life. And hence do fall 


‘fhort. 
1, Thofe that efteem Chrift as men do merchandife; 
they would fain have it, but are loath to bring it. 
Men may efteem Chrift, as they think, the only goods; 
but herein their falfenefs appears, that they negle& 
means to it, becaufe they have fome good elfe to 
quiet them. And here is condemned all lazy pro- 
feflion. : 
- . Thofe that would have Chrift, and efteem him 
highly, and ufe means for him diligently, but they mutt 
have Chrift, and world, and luft, and eafe likewife : 
Chrift to quiet their confciences, and the world their 
hearts ; Chrift to reft on, when their duties fail them, 
and the world to reft in; when the confolations of 
Chrift are denied unto them. ‘ The land is good, 
<¢ go up and poffefs it.”’ 
~ Objection. 1. But do the faints come to this 
pitch ? | | 
Anfwer. 2 Cor. iv. 3. “ If our gofpel be hid, it 
<< is hid to them that be loft.” Who are thofe from 
whom Chrift is hid? When is he hid? When his 
glory ishid. 1 know faints may feel a want of, and 
mourn for it, but it will appear if they are the Lord’s 
-atfome time. Nay, this they will find, fome and 
much contempt remaining which they oppole, yet this 
’ 4s here, and at parting times it is feen. 
Objetion 2. But faints cannot know this. 
Anfwers 
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Anfwer. Yes, (as well as they can know their 


contempt) by means of God’s Spirit, he that is carried 


from one contrary to another fhall know it, 


Objection 3. But hypocrites may attain to this, ~~ 
Anfwer 1. , Then the gofpel may be revealed toan 


hypocrite, and to them that are loft. 
Upon this call the whole foul comes out of it: 
felf to Chrift ; for if a man could climb the clouds, 
and unlock the doors of heaven, and come Elias-like 
in his body to Chrift, he might mifs of Chrift, as well 
as thofe that came and followed Chrift for a time with 
their bodies while he lived on the earth; a man may 
come to Chrift with half his foul or heart, there may 
be fare hope, and fome defires, fome love, and fome 
cleaving to him, and choice of him really, inwardly, © 
and yet not favingly, becaufe the whole foul is not here 
come, but half of it, James i. 7, 8. Now the whole foul 
then comes, when all the affe@tions and will take their 
flight to the Lord, and faften there. When all the 


affections are gathered fromallotherthingsandchan ded, 


and fo they come to, and embrace the Lord; fo that | 
hope waits only here, when will the Lord pity me? 
Defires that were fet on a thoufand things before, all _ 
Jong after him, love only tafteth him; the Lord let. 
ting in fome fight of the freenefs of mercy, hope looks 
out hither ; the Lord fhewing the want, and the way 
to it, defire breaks down ftone-walls, and all means, 
and the difficulty of them, to have him: the Lord let- 


ting the foul tafte the fweetnefs of Jefus and his gtace, \ 


the foul joys, and love embraceth, and the will folters ; 
a carnal heart defires, loves, joys in other things, and 
the Lord’ allo, and fo hath a falfe heart. But the 
whole heart comes hither, and when it is here, thinks 
one'heart too little, nay one life, one foul, and when 
_ any part of the afleGions are left any where elfe, then 
the foul mourns, hates that bondage, is afhamed of it, 
&c. So that the ftream of the whole foul runs now 
hither, Pfa. cxix. 2, Jer, iii 20. Pfa. xly. 10. Soitis 
with 
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with the foul, as with them when they were to come. 


_ out of Egypt, they would no: leave child, nor hoof 


_ behind, left there fhould be any occafion of return ; 


as it is with the foul departed from the body, it onl 


_ minds the Lord, it hath taken leave of all, fo by faith 


the whole foul leaves all, and comes to the Lord ator 


therwife the foul is not come to Chrift, but reacheth af- 


ter Chrift ; like men that waded after the ark, but per- 
ifhed in the waters: Their arms are not long enough, 
their defires and love are not long enough to réach 
Chrift, the bent and ftream of the foul is fet and runs 
here. It is with the foul, as it is with two rivers, 
both run with all their ftrength to the fea, but the 
great river is bigger, and runs fafter, yet the other’s 
{tream is wholly carried thither. So fome men may 
be,more full of faith than others, yet both run to the 
fea, and as rivers, they run in their circles, this way 
and that way, and are fometimes dammed up, yet end 
there:-So the fouls of all faints run to this and the 
other creature, yet they end in the Lord at laft. As 


Peter and John that ran to the fepulchre, though one 


out-ran the other, yet they came both to the Lord at 
Jaft; when both of them had for a time forfook him, 
though all the world draw the foul back, it cannot live 
without the Lord; nay, though the Lord beat away 
the foul from him, yet it follows after him. 

‘It is to the Lord for himfelf; for John vi. fome 
came to Chrift for loaves, and could have been glad 
if Chrift had been king for it, but did not care for 
himfelf: and hence ver. xxvii. he points and turns 
them to himfelf; fome came to him for higher ends, 
therefore were his difciples, that is, for life from him, 
But “his flefh and blood, or elfe you die,’’ it was a 
hard) faying, they could not underftand nor fee what 
that meant, and hence forfook him, but when they 
come and receive him himfelf; now life is indeed 
theirs. 44 
_So that it is Chrift’s perfon that this faith Arft ough 

: eth 
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@eth on, as itis in marriage, and-thofe that come for 

this, were never fent away. » Now the. foul is truly 

come to him for himfelf: 1. When himfelf gives reft 


vo the‘foul in! thiswanteSiall dings Westin’ 3. If — 


friends, proteétion, ftrength, life, glorybe wanting, — 


yet having him, in him I have all thefe ; when all is 
fold away, not the treafure only, but the field contents 
shim: For it looks on this, as better thantheaven, than 
glory, ‘it comforts the foul that: the Lord ;himfelf 
-fhould be mine. © 2. The foul that taketh-him, it ds 
“not only to’ make boaft of him, as Capernaum had 
him, nor to:cover floth, and fin, and delufion by him: 
‘Phave Chrift, and I have no more to care for, &c. 
but todive on him, John vi. 57. ‘* He that eateth’ me, 
« fhall live by me.” Phil. ti. 9, 10.) A man. takes 
‘not! Chrift as: medicine to eafe him: nor as} ftately 
hangings to adorn him, but as bread to receive life 
from him. For many receive Chrift, reft they, do 
eupon him, and reft they fay in him, but they do not 
fuck any good from him, nay before they- had an’ 
»@hrift or aflurance of him they were better than now. 
“You have nothing to do with the Lord Jefus, you are 
out of your place. As in Jotham’s parable, the olive 
and vine would not be pulled out of their places, to 
be fet on the tops of other’s trees, as kings; left 


they lofe their fatnefs and {weetnefs: So fince you. 


have clofed with Chrift, you have loft your fatnefs 
and fweetnefs that once you had, you are now out of 
your place, go to your horrors and forrows again, till 
the Lord fo give himfelf to you as that. you may re- 
ceive life from him. iyideap son 
Queft. 3. But mut all come thus to Chrift with ¢ 
avhole foul, will not part of the price Jerue 36h ate FAY 
Anf. No, the whole foul muft come; and cannot 
but come. — cit Sed 9H87 AY ae 
1. In regard’ of the jealoufy of-God; who is like 
a jealous hufband, can bear with many weaknefles, 
but will have the whole heart; and they that donot, 
| ' fhall 


rt 


heir 


Spe. 
us 
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 flxall be deftroyed for fpiritual whoredom, Pfal. Ixxiii., 
24. “He fhould difhonour Chrift elfe, to fell him fo 
+ 4, Iv regard of the excelleney of Chrift: the Lord 
draws the foul by the revelation of him, Rom. 1.16, 
age Mavly. 354° Now look as men in this world, 
when they fee'a feetnitig good, theit whole foulis o- 
--ver-powered to be drawn’ after it. (50 here, when 
 fuch-an ebjett'is feen, efpecially the foul having been — 
af his fepulchte weeping, as iron never ftirs till the 
Joadftone comes, and then it makes to that only, not 
to things touched with it, for:as ‘* we love him 
* becaufe he loved us firft,” fo Chrift loving the foul 
with all his heart, and his whole heart fet vpon him, 
the whole foul is, ¢ contra, fet on Chrift. vee aim 
‘ 94) In regard elfe a man can receive nothing from 
the Lotd, Jet. xxix/ 12; 74.” As it is with conduit- 
pipes, let them be laid, but ‘not reach the conduit head, 
no water cati comé to that family ; fo here: and this 
is the reafon why mien live, and pray, and receive no- 
thing, their hearts reach not hither: Mens heatts 
reach but half way to Chrift: Tell me elfe, did you 
ever not receive? he vans ee 
6, Becaufe elfe it is indeed no coming to him, but 
-a leaning on him or toward him. So as it is with 
trees, if not cut off quite,-or not pulled up quite by 
the roots, they cannot be fet in another orchard ; if 
the tree be left with never fo little twigs in the ground, 
fo here: Nay, the Lord accounts this worfe than if 
a man had not come at all, Jer. iii, 10. The Lord 
sbhors a doable heart, that Judas-like forfakes all for — 
thé Lord, but then loves the Lord and the bag too. 
You ate not the Lord’s. ~ As it'was with that man 
that quarrelled about the tree, it leaned over the pales, 
but the root being found to be there, his it was; fo 
though he tean on Chrift, he is none of his.” 
’ Oveft: 4. But do all faints come to this meafure ? 
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Anfwer- True ; but yet, 


1. 50 far as it is alle it is s lamented ely 3 fo : 


2. The Behe and bias aS the foul carte the shole’ 


foul hitherss.For hwould-not judge: ofsthis foiniach 


by: fudden. pangs,.as.-bynan, inward bent); iforiothe: 
wholefoul iniatiectionate expreflions andyaGtions, may 
be carried unto Chritt,; but being» without: this. bent) 
and ichange.of affections,.it is unfound, asam Gideons, 
they bwould;,on:a hurry makehimoking :ehel;would: 
note: che knew itiwas.a fudden: pang whieh wauldidiec 
Andithe teafomis,:the emuertnenointdlgsrddleadotlith 
not/by tunning iold affections upom another object, but: 
changing them firft by this:bent,anddod¢urning them. 


Fonacarnal heart:may;have the, frit, ‘asithetamieleye: 
may fee the fun. anda, dunghill,andstheneye inet) 
changed sifo here... Now. when, the| whole foul is, fet) 
here, sitcis never) aty reft till here. \ivo agli 07 aislogqossi 


to Qyettionsc wo Bank: may < Hof hypoctiteRsRomedoithy 
chines TMIBOAS: tod diobvonw sada Toxemol odi 
a Anfioen so re “Then Si may. vbe biedads i Pal. 
cHixi: bre dasiadgdeis aoa edqi: “ynedec® 

savieheng they ial ne bel catt: off from: Chritt,. 
Johnivi. Shas toh smi ellswh ort tud sOe! 1 cent 

dug Bhen: hey cha? partake of sas iia lial Lord 
only looks-for,:| For why isthe Lordvangry? :The 
heartis gone from-him. Why, iscthe minitry ordain- 
ed, (but to, win.the:-whole-heart te. shim fy John, iii‘ 1.9) 
205 2h,» Ontherefore confider. whether, itshath been: 
thusiwith: youormo:! If not, .woedteyou;! 2-Ocbe 


. very careful:heredo dt isjacthoufand; tejone if; fome, 


partof your heart be not fixed elfewhere. If Chrift 
2 were 


Srrobp} is sibw: i 
alae.  Butiare sot your. heats, pattly.icatnal, aj 
and fo clofe with the Greatares? Git: bepi Alskgmn ede : 


- thamothets: » FérJohmxiv/ 17) the-difciples had the’ 


“ \ 
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"were at judgment, and fhould fay, ‘ Come ye bleflea:” 


How glad would *yeebe ft) O'he faith mow,-come and 


~~ takemmyfelfitsieg) 0) onuieots 911 fealtewy slots, ab ona 
PES A et : IE AG 7 Stfiok it rr Sethe 
oF @ yliveod boiSsEsiCt B.isi¥) ers od 


gnitsdinw eQaryd: Ste 3G 21901 100 worhyads- weeks 
IWioFulnefs ofthe Spirit itfelf inthe «room of 
‘76h 10M ts01 On 2: oxoSntane .blidw- sdidoiuseo Worm 
ie o todt ebfind).on woe i2sqisr «in: At {wox 
sloiw. sit esitiss Iuel Sit fo esi bow trododd se 
I SHALL not fpeak| here either concerning’ that! 
falnefscof the Spirit’ in extraordinary gifts,..fpoken) 
of: frequentlyins they Adts|; nor yet of that fulnefsof 


the Spirit which fome Chriftians that the Lord fets as’ 


partsto:do:and fuffer more for him fhall receive more: 


Spirit) and yet ‘Chrift:promifes to fend thent the Spi+ 
rit.:vcAnd Stephen’ was a'man “ full of faith and'the. 
“tw HolyicGh yA vie 8. ovAnd “Barnabas vy Adétst 
xii 4.20 6was'aegood! man full of: faith’ and: the 


 evEolysGhofte’ But I hall .fpeak: of that» Spirit: 


which iscintevery believer, without which we aré not! 


| Obrift’$y Roms viiis'g.0And: this is that! Spirit which» 


is oppofite to the evil fpirit, the prince of darknefs, 
which‘poffeffeth with’ ‘craft and power all the fouls ‘of 


_ the fons of men, who doth not only encamp. about 


& 


menj 1. Peter v.'7,,80' ‘nor only “ work within 
* them,”? Eph. i. 2, 3, but heinhabiteth, and dwell- 
eth in men? He‘doth not only! take’ men’captives, 
2 Tim. ii. 26. but he dwells in and pofleffeth the fouls 
of ‘his captives, Luke xi. 2 i. S¢And!thoughhe deth: 
depart for atime, -yety ver. 26 $¢ They return and 


£ 
God’s Spirit, who'ver. 22. is» faid to be ftronger tham 


fatan, ‘which cannot be meant but of Chrilt’s Spirit: 
"Bhatlas ittis withoa’man whofe heart it-turned4from) 


the'Lord, heis’ not left only! to be ‘carried’by the 
hid 4b». sreliweris- Dafa pg 90 Sse avOy pawert 
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; tp: 
ak SN weer ee 


is %3 


B56 
pant % 


ae sic 


a, 


430% "ON THE PARABLE OF ‘THE 


power of hisfin, but by the power of fatan alfox Se 
when:the whole foul is turnédyunto himjothe Lord 
 Ieaves not the:foul to bes carried:along byithespower” 
of his own grace’or faith, but the Spirit itfelf fillsand~ 
aéts that foul. »\And.as thes foul’ wasicarried:by:the — 
mighty power vof fatan “before,iteis now. cartiediby . ~ 
the Almighty powerof the Spirit itfelfyhencest Pets i. 
\ Kept by the mighty power of God through:faith.’ | 
And hence: Acts’ xxvi. 18s: §* Turnediifrom «the 
“* power of fatan,’’ not to duties, ‘but tm God him- 
—felfy i.e. the Spirit of God,andio to chore with him. 
-Queftions: What. is: this: Spirit’ which the? faints! 
“> Ramee deuce’. oe poowed paid) wb raat gayeadad In 
= Anfwer. 1 fhallexprefs myfelf in thefe.three cons: 
dnfanacd? sonst bork Se -Sewthiov hs eae sve Ga 
ewCouzk 1.) That if Adam:had frood, he land alishis: 
pofterity fhould have had. that: power anduprefence, 
and conftant affiftance of the Spiripiof Godjogs that: 
they fhould never have: fallen; nor haverbeensableta: 
fallin refpect of the aflitance ofthe Spirity He fhould: : 
have been green all the year long, his blofloniifhould’ 
noti have; been blafted, his fruit fhould never have 
withered..i And the groundis the rule of juftice ; for’ _ 
ifhe falling, all his pofterity are forfakem of Ged,and! 
under the! reign of fin, and death/and fatan, Romy vei 
v8, 24.19 Phen he ftanding, ‘alk his :pofterity fhould — 
have hadstheeverlafting prefence of God,iand fhould 
have beenvunder:the reign of the Spirit of graceiand: 
life: Thus alfo the covenantiram, “*do'andvlive?? «_ 
Gouelia. . Vhat the Lord)Jefus thefecond:Adam, — 
ftanding and; rifing’ in. the,room. of all his»peopte, 
hence -he:doth convey and propagate to all his pote. 
ritycthe immutable and: cconftant :affiftanceand -pre- 
fence ofvhis Spirit, whereby being orice begotten of ' 
himjand called ‘to him, they neverafterward: depart’ 
from him, «And though weak in themfelves,’ yetiaf- 
fitted by the Spirit,»do not, cannotidepart wickedly | 
again.) ‘The Lord\Jefuswhavingftdod,ithey cannot . 
fall, 


Ris Lede 


fall, becaufesby wirtue of shis landing: they’ have this) 
 prefencei ofthe Holy:Ghof,: John xiving.:\** Bes | 


ee a 
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*¢-eaufeskilive, you fhallilive alfo.”’ Johnovi. 157. “As! 
“¢ the living Father fent me, and l:live by: him,” 8c. 


 Ghriftftanding next to the Father, dives by:him'; we. 


=u ee ———— 
~ Bi 


ftandinginext to Chrift, live as infallibly byhimy And: 
I fay the-ground is Chrift’s ftanding., Vor though» 
there be» many reafons why the faints can never talk 
from Chrift;.as the Spirit of grace, covenant of grace, 
interceflion of Chrift, yet the main ground is Chrift’s’ 


flanding, without: the leash fall from the fulfilling ‘of! 


the-firft covenant, which we having the’ firft. moment 
of believing kept in Chrift, hence the Spirit is given,! 
and the-covenant of igrace, of {trength.  Andhence 
Rom. v. 21. anc verfe 27, 18. And hence the Spirit: 
isi faid to dwell in-believers, Rom, viii. 11. And.we 
arethe:temples of the Spirit, whether he dwell im them; 
in:his-perfon perfonally, the well is here deep, but he. 
dwells'inotheny fo as*he never ceafeth aiflifting of them, 
fo that! theyeannot depart from the) Lordoagain 5» 


-_ hence |Hawdix:i2 1.0 “My Spirit fhall not depart from: 


‘¢thy feed.’’ oifohn xiv. itis called ‘* the Spirit that 
‘¢ abides 'forever.”’ It. binds the foul to the: Lord, andy 


jeeps at fo forever: Never fuffers that-love knot'to 
be untied again. ooWhen'the foul is weak, the Spirit 


helps:him ;»iwhen carelefs of itfelf, the Spirit keeps 
him, though the foul offers to run from the Lord, 
yet this: Spirit follows) him); thoughvhe grieves the 
Spirit, yet this Spirit ftilh keeps his own houfe, wall 
not depart from him; and fo notfuffer the foul to de- 
part from, the Lord. And this:is the reafon why the 
faints never falbfrom the Lord; though they have weak: 
grace, poor beginnings, many fins, and Adam ftood 
not, though with the» perfeét image of God) upon) 
himy béecaufeshe' had not this Spirit yet given ; though). 
héchad the Spirit of God, yet not this Spirity which 
{ome call theSpiritof adoption given to him; :beeaufehe: 
had not fulfilled the firfhicovenant, which we in pee 
st ave, 


b. 
i 


- 
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have, which is not only the ground of our never fall. 
" ings butcof affurance we fhalli never efallo:isForiwhat: 
breaks:acman’s:peace after’ faithi? Apparitiontof fin: 
inithe confcience 21 Wihatanakes thaviterrible:: .)‘Thet 
law.3/i Now:-when. I] feessin>iChrift, if) have.' kept? 
alb:things im:the law, nobonly theicry and accufations’ 
ofthe law-and fin arerftilledjcbutialfe there! arifeth av 
holy boldnefs: and sconfidence: vand ijoyyg even bes! 
fore the face: of! an angry (God): Ephiai ékathin And! 
as foul and body are ever knit, fo here, &c. .s200snw 
eGonchiv3. °This Spirit thus affiftingy:‘ho unregene- 
rate: man ever°hath, [fpéak not/now ofvkeeping the! 
foul from falling from grace, but! from Chriftow s 
eim Becanfe: the {piritof «fatan fills them, “he. is ithe! 
ftrong:man: that keeps the palacescundertwhofe king: 
domand power! they ‘are; “arid therefore tthis /Spirie: 
which deftrays the kingdonmof fatan tis notdmthemio- 
ea Becanfesthis was aprerogativethat Adam had! 
not;\though he had great’ gifts:and glorycotherwifexd 
fo thiscisinot the gift which isigivenvunto! themmioe! or 
. 63. Becaufe this arifeth,.and therefore isigivencbest 
cafe Ghrift dtoad, and therefore thofehé never ftood! 
for rofefor,:fulfered forjimever thaverit. yvotot visq 
em. Hherefore'we fhall fee im experience, itake!the! 
beft'profeflors living, though they mayicomey as:they! 
and others: judged, to the Lord, »and follow the:Lord,: 


a 


yet*they willin time depart, fometimes outwardly, fo.) 


vis (6401S There be fomerof -you that believe not.?° — 
Seeithem, ver, 66: Andwhy'did they! depart? ¢sTt : 
“o;was not piven:-themiofsthe Father.’? .\Vhe Spirit” 
never was given effcétually itowdraw' them, nor yet) too 
keepgthento paiig torts) ( 

vif not outwardly,cat leafy ‘inwardly ;and« hence! 
hypocrites; thoughothey, havemarvellous <affections” 
unto Chritt) and fochave fpoken ofiihiny and\ com: 
mended himycand:feemed: to bes carriedttabove ally 
creatures and ‘duties: towards hin yetchimfelf uand 
his ‘mercy, and his blood, ‘becomes @‘common/thing 


a) 


\ 
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_ tothem; land/his -knowledgé and promifes icommon:) _ 
~ and hence they; dlight:and loath him;cand «mourn not! 
for lit, Sand fosare: fo datcfrom being okept  clofe unto 
; Chaill,oasiithat they aremearer theiunpardonable fin’ 
than himos But albthey haveicis like jonah’s:gourdy: 
which) fuddenly rifethcbuts there: sia bworm) atithe> 
reot, that pulls it dowmagaini:cand fo their'love dies! 
tominifters that Ghriftifent ;7and to his truth and ors! 
dinatices...9% .sisd of ind tv ars vbod bas.lnol as 
Question: oButeifithe Spirit: doth: thus, whocthen 
fhatl-bedaved? for:who is there that: departs mot 2s) 
AnfweriiidW hen; Iifay,>the Spirit doth fo afift the’ 
faithful,sas that\ithey never ‘depart : the:meanthg: is 
notyas though the foubfhould' now never’ fathinte any! 
motediniorsunbelief ;>for whatydo thevfaintsa more> 
compldimofothan their backflidings, ‘Ma.y bxitisb u7eey 
Hebi xiis'iA. 1Sdintsi hearts: are nov fooneri:raiféd up, 
buf! theini weight-grows-heavy and prefs themdown yr 
» no foonendd theywalk imthe way, but they:begin to’ 
—— falkoffsvibut when belay fo, Dfay, three things. +1. 
‘Eheir! whole héaytonever departs. 2, They domnotdes> 
part forever. .132/Uhough; they do depart) from the’ 
-Lotds yet the: Spirit dothonot depart fromothem ; :as 
-ityis |inecommon,reafon, thefame thing may. goeither:, 
inja fitaightwor crooked line ito the fame points. \Asdax 
river may auniwartraight or.crooked line to the'fea.y 
So the fainits,| their {prinigs. (their hearts) being fet av 
. running after, the Liordy: though they do notiutollow? 
him ie aftraight line,fo asimeverto depart to the right — 
orlefthand ; ryetithey:arefo!|kept by the Spirit thatir 
they are continually making after him, cleaving:toi 
himy though; withemany! crooked, windings of their 
hearts}-this wayland:;thatyway from the Lords); And 
thereforesas ituslirica wheel, it-fitands bent forrfiiehan: 
— end, -yetdhurissat: onedide, but-is-turned:by:the fkibhokr 
him that guides:it;into: the wayagain, and foderiturun> 
themannispwithoits foutischetess And ciimeeaerciae : 
“hy thing 
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thing is like this in hypocrites, IT hall endeavour to 


. eut the thread. 


i eek hie 
Ee 


I. Their whole hearts nevet do not can depart Free a 


the Lord, all their fins and’ departings are againft 
their new nature, which the Lord hath given them. 
It is againft the grain, which, as it aggravates their 
fin; fo it fhews the difference between their fins and 


the Hise of other men 5. they may be drawn afide, but 


it is againft their wills, or if fo, yet againft the bent 
of their hearts, which is fet tawagit the Lord, and 
‘Lion-ward ; they may be carried captive againtt their 
wills, as Paal complained he was, and made his moan 
to heaven of it; or if with their wills, yet it is againft 
the active bent 6 their wills, which inclines them a+ 
nother way, 1 John ili. 9. ‘ “Phey cannot fin, be- 
“ caufe the feed remains in them ;”’ fo that they can 
not fin without iheir whole hearts; nor depart from 


Chrift with their whole hearts; as it is with a wo- 


inan, though her hufband hath her whole heart, yet 


aheré is miuch weakitefe ard fin mixed with thig loves 
fo that whatever unkindnefs fhe fhews, it is mot with 
her whole heart, but again{t it, and hence fheis not 


-¢aft off : So Hue Woke heRen. OW as ibae with the 
untegenerate man poffefled by fatan, though he may 


-forfake many finful courfes, take up many duties, def- 
pife the world, yet itis not with his whole heart ¢ 


And hence he is pulled back like a bird by the leg, 


fatan having an end of his heart, and he that is upho- 
ly and unclean will be fo ftill. So e contra: As it is 


with a ftone, caft it up itis againft the bent of it, bes 


caufe the nature of it is to reft in the centre, anid héite 


it comes down again. It is not by internal bent, but - 


by external vis or force: fo fin and fatan being eaft 


out, though they work in the foul, yet they ate ex. 
ternal agents, (it is not I,. but fin, = and hence it is a- 
gainft the bent. ‘The whole foul therefore never de- 
patts from the Lord Jefus, but the Spirit keeps it 
there. As itis in the body of a man, he grows fick, 

and 
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_. and ‘inclines. toward z a Giffolition or confumption, and 
operations are hindered, and little delight in any thing 

yet the foul and body are not yet. patted wholly. here. 
att on, for even then they are kept clofe. So though 
a¢ heart may depart and incline towards coniumpti- 
on, death, “and little can the foul do but lie’ Rill ‘and 
1" grieve, yet “the union between the Spirit and fou! once 
nade, ‘is never * ‘broken, For as the whole foul. ‘de- 


ae 


= 


“patted and made dif-t union, fo:the whdle foul ’ return- 
‘ing ‘makes the 1 union. Rad hence if ever after the’. 


~ whole foul fhall ‘depart, the union fhould be broken, 
“and hence look ona Chriftian when he is himfelf, he. 
| cannot ftir, | nor depart ; partly | by a fpirit of | fear, 
“Uer? xxxil. 40. Like a man in a fhip, he cannot 
° Gi himfelf into the fea, it makes him tremble’ to 
> think, what if I fhould fali in, and hence Keeps clofe 
“in ‘the thip, ea ftorms come, whatever calms 
~~ come,’ for'he fees death before him. ‘O the lofs of 
-Chrift! and. his” data fhip hereafter, nay here, is 
"aeesatal to hint’ 4 partly by a fpirit of ‘love, it con- 
’ -ftrains us, that + yhen the heart fometimes | cares not 
a rChrift, yet the fpirit of love fprings up? fhall I 
now w leave: him that pitied me, that bet mie a par- 
don 1)’ when | my “neck was on the block)’ &c ?' 
9h When he*doth: depart by real ‘OF fome’ evil in 
ie “heart,” Wet it ig hot ever, but heamuf’ return 
~ fooner’ or later t to him again, it was beft to him then. 
For lok ° ‘as it ‘Is “with fatan, how doth ‘he carry the 
“heart from God? You thall fee it in Judas, John 
oxiti. “He ftands at the door’ and knocks’ by’ a finful 
thought liked of Ver. 2.’ Then he enters the houfe’ by 
"cabling the will to refolve’of it,. He doth not carry 
“men like thofe Hérds' Of Twine aga dint their?wills, Bur 
\opreate With thé ‘will 'to refolve thus, Ble ie dy Hereup- 
on fatan having a a comimiffion eatries him ut, and? he 
mult needs go whom ‘the devils drives fs fe! BRET C, 
‘the Spirit’ ‘in | ¥ecalling the foul will’ ha vellt hit come 
Bark, "yOButs in’ fecret’ fwee et living thovchts again, 
REO ° and 
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and’ makes the foul confider and remember from 
whom it is fallen, or who is the Lord. 2. Then 


caufeth the will to refolve of a return, and then he — 


_ ‘ muft go whom the Spirit draws,Pial. Ixiii. 6. “« David; 
~+» © remembers the Lord on his bed,”? though now. 
driven from all ordinances : Henceiver. 7;. “ Un- 
«der thy fhadow I will rejoice ;” hence ver. 8. 
_ * My foul followeth hard atter thee, or cleaves to 
“¢ thee.” But David was weak and feeble, how - 
»came he to do this? Ver. 8. “© ‘Thy hand uphold-. 
“* eth me.” Look'as it was with Samfon, when his 
locks were cut, he was like other men, and was, made 
to grind, but they grew again, and then he was like 
himielf again : So when the affections and hearts te 
Chrift are cut, they are like other men for a time ;, 
but they are continually coming and growing again, . 
and then they are like themfelves again, And I fay, , 
they muft return ; for when the Spirit carries a man 
indeed, there is a neceflity put upon him, A€ts iv..20... 
** We cannot but fpeak the things we have heard ; 
and 2 Cor. xii. 8.“ We can do nothing againft, — 
<* but for the truth.’ For here we {hall fee the. 
broad difference between a conyiéted hypocrite, that 
knows all is amifs with him and the {faints ; he fees his _ 
falls from the Lord, and is afraid in his confcience of 4 
mifery if he doth not return, and defires and endeav-. 
ours for to do it; but what if it be hard? and it. 


feem impoflible to be better ?. Now he falls downand _ 


thinks this is an infirmity which God will pardon, 
and fo fatan conquers him ; I fay again, not temptati- 
on, but fatan conquers him: for then a man is con- 
quered, when faith is conquered, 1 John vy. 4... Then 
faith is conquered, when returning to Chrift with the 
whole heart is conquered ; the whole heart returns 
not until a man’s will refolves by being preft witha 
neceflity of a return and ftaying there. Now theres 
fore the Spirit of God puts the foul upon a neceflity 
of returning to the Lord, that when the heart faith, it - 


cannot 


x 
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; cantlot bé' that é er your heart fhould be better, or 
thé Lord help'y it Thutt be faith the foul again, and 
it is fo, 1 ani'nof able to bear this evil, for mercy mutt 
help, and fpirit muft draw, and hence the foul muft 
come. Pfal. xlii. 7, 8. The foul thinks mercy can. 
and is willing, but will it? Why the Lord commands 
it, when one wave calls in for another, mercy muft 
‘ftep in, and hence my prayer is to thee. Now this 
neceflity of returning to the Lord appears chiefly in 
breaking down all oppofitions again{t its return ; 
which are four. . % 
“1. Sometime fnares of the world and other things - 
befide.’ ‘The Lord eafech them, the Lord fends To 
cfoffes, gives them their hearts defire, under which 
vies they reft, yet if the Lord takes not all from them, , 
he'puts fuch a cloyednefs in them, that the foul can- . 
not but'return to the Lord again, it cannot live on. 
fuchcourfe bread, things that fatisfy not, it had bet. 
ter once, Ecclef. i. 3, 4, 11. is me 
2. Fears and difcouragements of fpirit; for when 
delivered from fnares, then fears come, and difcourage. 
ments; either by reafon of outward loffes or the Lord’s 
anger :-fo that the foul fears it never had, never fhall 
have any ‘mercy, that hath thus abufed it ; and it 
hath thought God himfelf to fay fo, and his behaviour 
in not hearing and helping in fo long a time, to wit- 
nefs fo: Yet it will return, though the Lord never 
fave'it 5 it will not fin: Jonah yet looks again to the 
temipte, “When he could not come to it, yet he would 
look to it. The foul will turn up its eyes and mourn ; 
O that I have fo abufed the Lord and mercy ! that love ,, 
itfelf fhould be angry and frown! Pfal. Ixxvii. Vhs: 3 
Pfalmift “ refufed to be comforted,” ver. 2. Nay, .; 
ver. 3. Though “ he remembered God,” and all... 
his‘love paft,'yet troubled, this brought a greater. 
trouble, yet’ver. ro.’ “ I will remember the years 
< of the right-hand of the Moft High.” Saul. did 


not thus. © | 
Kkka 30 
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_ 4, Thoughts of impoffibility and unlikelihood to 
get peace or pardon, or victory ever finnow. For _ 
fometime the faints think, the Lord loves me, and yet 
lets thefé evils lie here, but 1 can get no help now, — 
efpecially if after many prayers. 1 know help againft — 
all fins they cannot get, and hence are humbled, but — 
againft them fins that help can~be got, wherein the 
Lord hath done it for others, and which make, the 
Lord eitrange himfelf, it muft be had (for this temp- 
tation to a faint is an hypocrite’s overthrow) Pfal. xviii 
21, 22,23. If earth cannot help, cannot heaven ? 
What; not the Spirit, word, blood, mercy of a tender 
hearted Redeemer? What though aot now? yetl 
will not give him over. des 
4. When God’s Providence feems to crofs his pro- 
mife, yet’they will cleave to him or return to,him. 
For many times faints have their eftates in the bonds 
of God’s promifes, and hence they wait for accoms 
plifhment of them; but the Lord carries it quite’ 
crofs to his promife to their feeming. He promifeth 
to make alive, to comfort, to fanctify, to be with mes; 
and he kills, fads, lets out fin, never fuch a heart,and 
forfakes me. O now faith fhakes! yet they will not 
away, Heb. xi. 15, 16. The Lord calls them to for-~ 
fake their country ; Abraham is a ftranger there, and 
that among cut-throat Canaanites, and dwells in ta- 
bernacles, aud four hundred years after, his pofterity — 
being afflicted fhould have it; yet he would not Te- 
turn, though they might, God had faid here, “I will 
“ blefs thee,’ fo here. The murmuring Ifraelites 
fell fhort of this. steals ea 

lil. Whenever the foul doth depart, yet the Spirit. 
of God is ever in it and with it, Pfal. Ixxiii. 2. The — 

Pfalmift ** almoft fell.’ Why did he not? ‘ Thou 
** art ever with me, thy hand,” ver. 23. ** hath upheld 
** me.”” So that asthe Spirit keeps the foul to Chrift, 
fo it keeps Chriftin the foul at all times. And hence 
faints ‘in the clofure of all their dealings with: God, 

and. 


Wort 


~ 
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and he with them, they have feen his love, working 
- good in all, that now the foul can fay, Lo ‘* the Lord 
- * was here, and I knew it not,” Ifa. xxv. 9, 10. 
That the foul admires fometimes, and hence after all 
‘ fees the Lord more clearly and fully and {weetly, till 
at laft it fees him in glory. ‘Thus you fee the Spirit « 
that follows faints is with them, which the world 
wants. O admire at the Lord, if this Spirit be given, 
that heaven is come down into thy hell! That no mis — 
feries, no fins can part, but it is ever putting thee in 
thy way again. . Hence when ig . 

1. They are ready quite to fall off, and give them- 
felves for gone, ready to be made away by temptation, . 
or to make away themfelves, the Lord is with them — 
then, Pfal. xciv. 18. At the time of parting, love ap- 
pears. (, . iia ¥ 

2. Hence when they are fometime fo far gone, as 
that they mind not their return, or believe not, as in 
the wildernefs, but are well enough without the Lord, 
the Lord before they think or defire, prevents them, — 
Pfal. xxiii. 6. ‘* Mercy and truth follows me.” 

3. Hence when they think the Lord ts provoked 
that he cannot fave, then he is in the mid{t of his peo- 
ple, Jer. xix. 11. “ Why art thou.as a man aftonifh- 

‘s ed that cannot fave? iS Vide | 

4. Hence at the end of life, all the ways of God 
have been peace, and all our ways, though evil, turn- 
ed for good; as in Jonas his departing; and by mi- 
feries we are yet humbled ; fomething the Lord 1s do- 
ing now for eternity, Micah vi. 8. “ Vhough I fit 
‘¢ in darknefs, the Lord willbe a light unto me.”’ 

s. Hence when. the heart and {trength fail, and 
faith is failing, and the heart feels nothing but pain, 
yet the Lord then keeps, and this is comfort, Pial. 
Ixili. 26. 3 

-Confider therefore your eftate, that 

1. Do depart with your whole heart from the Lord. 
Hath not the Lord bowed thy heart toward owige 

sant - 
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by mercies, ‘by blows? But when forrows have''been: 
paft, and mercies grown common, and truth common, 


thou haft ftarted back like a broken bow whichiwas - 


bent backward, when {tretched forward. And now 
when God calls to any duty, efpecially when thy will 
and ends are crofled, that is‘a burden, and thou art. 
drawn to that as a fifh to the dry land. It is like a 
fever-fit to thee, and never mourneft for this: Buti: 


when any matter of gain and world is prefented,, all. 


thoughts, time, ftrength is too little there, that you 
. dmell of the field ; or if there be any life OF joys yet. 
** the lean kine eat up the fat kine. Nay,, mourneft . 
thou not under that curfed bent which carries thee 
from the Lord. Know it, thou art forfaken, of. the . 
Lord. od At 
now \forrow is gone, and feeking of the Lord gone; 
and being fallen, feeft it not, but thinkeft itis with | 
thee as with other Chriftians, haft only the old work». 
palt, and fome new pangs now and then, ,.. Why.isni 
it thus? Jer. viii. 4, 5.. Will you fall, and;not arife2:.| 


Will you let the Lord turn from you, and not return?>) 


Doth the “ ftork know when winter is near; and. 
‘* not you your feafon?? O look to it! What, are) 
you fallen with a perpetual backiliding ? Why will 
you not return, but go away with. ap rpetual back-.) 
fliding ¢ Know, fatan hath hold of this foul. 

3. You people of God, wonder you at this graces) 


Let your experience prove it.’ Is it not fo, thata hac. 
bitation of devils fhould be a houfe of the Spirit of ., 
God, not to fojourn, but dwell there, and though a- 
bufed, vexed, yet it will not depart. bus vod: 
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V. Sanctification, in the room of felf-feekings (4,01. 
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: Tuis work of the Spirit hath, hadismany, {oratches, 
and pafled under divers cenfures, that if that quef- 
tion 


2. Thou that in times paft had many affections, bue. 
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tion fhould be afked'of it, which once Chrift made 
_ concerning himfelf,. « Whom fay men that I am? sa 
We fhall find five feveral apprehenfions of it. 
1. Some have made it common, and that this trea-_ 
; fie may be digged out of dung-hills, that the Lord 
cafts|thefe pearls to fwine, that a carnal heart may 
haveall thefe gifts and graces which the righteous have, 
and‘ Adam had, and perifh at laft. And hence no 
evidence from it at all. 2 

-2. Some have not made it thus common, but ee 
per to the elect, and that none are juttified but they, 
are fanctified, and ¢ contra. But it hath been, and, 
they think it is fo difguifed with the mixture of fin. 
and temptation, and cannot be known or very hardly. 
If fo, that though the Lord Jefus “ comeunto hisown,’ 
and:dwell not only in their houfes, but i in their hearts, 
yet they know him not. 

°3¢-Some fay it may be known, but not as dwelling 
in’ our hearts,-but as inherent in Chrift, making the 
inherent’ gtace of Chrift in Chrift himfelf to be our _ 
fan¢ctification, which the apoftle makes to be our tigh- 
teoufnefs, And fo'as the papilts abolith Chrift’s righ- 
teoufnels for juftification, by making it to. confift on- 
ly in infufion of grace in us; thefe abolith Chrift to 
* be our fanttification, by making all our fan¢étification 
to confift in inheefion i in Chrift out of us. 

4. Some fay there is a fanétification in us: but 
wherein doth it confift? Not in any habitual holinefs, 
er graces in us, but in the immediate actings of Chrift 
in us, and fo the Lord makes his mufic without any 
ftrings, and reveals things to us without eyes, and 
makes us live without any power of life: gad. {o after 
juftification they put a Chriftian in fuch an eftate of 
fanétification as that he is a mere patient, in next dif- 
pofition to move if he be moved: like a weather cock, 
which hath*no power at all to move, but as the wind 
pigs it, good or bad, 

. 5. Some grant/that there is a fandtification proper 

ta 
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to the faithful, and in the faithful an habitual holinefs, 
and confifting in a moft bleffed, inward, total change. — 


But when they come to the application of this to them- — 
-felves, they think that if they have fome reformation 


with fome inward affection, they think every overly 
change is fanétification, and this muft bea good evi- 
dence to them. And fo like fome herbalifts that treat 
of the fovereign excellencies of feveral herbs, but — 


when they come to gather them in the garden, they 


take their counterfeits in the room of them. ‘The 


~ caufes of which variety of apprehenfions is the rare- 


nefs of it (and therefore it is unknown) and the'cor- 
32 ; LS 


rupt experience of men. fe TS 


I fhall therefore lay level thefe things, by fhewing you 


what that meafure of fantification is which is in us, 
_.and which is peculiar to the elect, and which alfo may 
_be known by them which have it: and therefore fhall 


not {peak of fanctification at large, which is the change 


oof the whole man by the death of Chrift, whereby he 
_ 1s feparated from fin, and fin mortified in him; and 


by the life of Chrift, whereby he is dedicated tnto 


» Chrift, and lives his life. But J fhall treat ‘of it 


now fo far forth efpecially as this change may be 


‘known by it; and therefore I oppofe it to felfteek- 
° ‘ . iS r RS OK Sis se “4 . 


ing. 
Lueftion. But why do you oppofe fanCtification to 


felf-teeking ?. | 


Anfwer t. Becaufe this fanttification, I now {peak 
of it fo far forth as it may be feen; now it is feen here 
chiefly, becaufe it may be faid here it is: but hypo- 
crites have a change: Wherein may'it be known to 
be different from theirs? Why, the change of the 
heart chiefly appears in the change of the utmoft 

2. Becaufe as the pollution of the whole man, ‘and 
all his actions civil, moral, and religious, confift chief- 


_ ly, and appear in this felf-feeking, or making ourfelves 


our utmoft end. This makes the moft glorious ac- 
be tions 


. vie a2. “If thy eye be fingle.’’ Look therefore, as 
.. before the Lord jultifies the foul, every man living 
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tions vile, and ftains them all. So-the fanttification 
_ of a man confifts chiefly and appears in making the 


Lord our utmoft end of all we do: So that though 
the attions be never fo mean and poor, yet this puts 


a glory and luftre on them, and is the crown of them, 


even of the “ giving of a cup of cold water,” Mat. 


_ feeks himfelf as his laft end and good; and out of this — 


captivity mo power can redeem them. Dan. iv. 30. 
Gen. xi. 4. So after it, the Lord fanctifies the foul 
with fuch a meafure of his grace as makes the Lord — 
his utmoft end: And this no other have. me 
. Let me.therefore thew you what this fandtification 
is more fully, and with all the chief ingredients in it, 


_ that fo it may be the better known. 


. 
5 


hive 


Ps 4 


end.) © 


> 


It is the renovation of the whole man, appearing in 


the change of a man’s utmoft end. But more parti- 
cularly. 44 bie Ae 

It.is that work of the Spirit in the foul, whereby 
the foul beholding the glory of Chrift, and feeling his 
love,. hereupon clofeth with the whole will of Chritt, 
and feeketh to pleafe him, as his happinefs and utmoft 


For look as in felf-feeking there are four things. 
4, Aman beholds himfelf, and fome good in him- 
felf. geba 3 

a. Loves himfelf abundantly. 
3, Pleafeth his own will. 
4. Doth this as nis utmoft and laft end. So here 


_in this defeription of fanétification, which I oppofe _ 


chiefly to felf-corryption, are four things. . 
“1, The foul beholds the Lord in all his glory, fee- 
ing of him prefent with him in all his glory, and fet 


. before him, Pfal. xvi. 8. For this is owe neceflary 


ingredient to his fanctification and feeking the Lord 
as his utmoft end. For why doth aman feek him- 
felf? He fees fome glory and good in himfelf, none 
L11 in 


~ 


veals himfelfto the foul in his glory, this 


«is made wifdom, righteoulnefs, &c. that all might 
« glory in him.” For this is the glory of Chrift, and _ 
the firlt principle of feeking the Lord, the foul fees _ 


a : % | 


never have one fin pardoned by an gels holinefs with- 


out him. His fanétification is in him, he could not 
have the leaft thought nor defire, but the Lord mutt 
work if in him. His redemption is in him, there 
could not be freedom one hour from unknown evils 
but by him. Hence feeing him fuch an one, he 
_feeks him. As why do men feek men, efpecially if 
great? Why do men defire to ftand before princes, 
and pleafe them, fo that they will not gladly offer them 
the leat diftafte ? Becaufe they fee them before them, 
beholding of them, apt to be angry, if difpleafed ; and 
their greatnefs awes them. So here, Why isnot — 
the Lord Jefus pleafed? He is not feen in his glory, 
nor made really prefent ; and hence Rev. v. 12, 13. 
‘When they faw him “ on his throne, they caft down 

‘ their crowns and gave him glory.” tS gay * 
2. The foul alfo feels his love, and fo abundantly 
loves him again. For how come mea to féck them- 
felves in. every thing, and they cannot but do it? Tt 
is becaufe they love themfelves, and that abundantly 
neceflarily, as fire burns; fo though they burn fo hot — 
in this love, that at laft' they confume themfelves. So 
how do any, can any feek the Lord? We know the 
apoftle faith, 1 Cor. xiii, 5, “ Love feeks not her 
| ‘ ~ “own.” 
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* own.” When the Sun hath put out this fire of 
our felf. love, when the fenfe of the Lord’s love hath 
is ed that love to the Lord again, as that it abun- 
-dantly loves. Chrift, now it will ‘Teck the things of 
Chr » and not its own things. And as there, is a- - 
ie ance of felf-love, that men are eaten up with it; 
i ‘hai ins be much love, which mutt be abundant- 
J the heart, fo as toeat upthat; arifing from. 
i fe Ente of O! f the I ‘Lord’s love, and that abundantly, 
For many | aman comes to have fome good will, and 
affection, and fave to the Lord, but yet never ee 
to feek the Lord. as his laft end, and live to him. 
Why ¢ Becaule he hath not tafted abundantly of the 
ee i mercy; grace, and love, Pfal. Ixxxvi. 12, 13. 
And, hence. the incomparable {pirit of Paul, * I feel, 
ie) not ‘yours, but you;’? Wherein? In being ae 
“* ling to. {pend. ”” But fave yourfelf Paul : Nay, “and 
“to be {pent :’”” With much ado; nay, “ moft glad- 
dy. ov Though you love me not, becaufe I. Jove 
you: So here, though Chrift fhould not love it, yet 
he is worthy, he hath done enough, and now the foul 
will not. only, do, but rejoice, nay, in fufferings ; ; be- 
caufe. his love is not, dropt, but fhed in our hearts, 
And hence it is a never failing rule, little love or af- 
furance of it, little feeking the Lord; much aflurance, 
much feeking him. 
3. Hereupon the foul clofeth with the whole will 
oy Chrift, and pleafeth it, becaufe it pleafeth him. It 
_ is with every man, as it was with Sampfon, he would 
needs have a wife of the Phililtines ; 5 why fo? Judg. 
xiv. a, Becaufe ‘ * fhe pleafeth me.” So, why will 
men feek themfelves, fave themfelves, love themfelves, 
and pleafe their own wills? becaufe it pleafeth them. 
Look. therefore as the foul when ke loved himfelf, did 
feek to pleafe only his own will in every thing, and 
it is good becaufe it pleafeth me; fo the foul, whofe 
heart is now indeared to Chrift, though he cannot 
peehy do. it (that is at heaven) yet he feeks to ee 
2 @ 
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the whole will of Chrift content, becaufe it pleafeth: . 
Chrift. And this is that God hath fworn his people 
fhall have, Luke i. 74,75. “ And that Chrift hath 
‘¢ delivered us from all our enemies,” (For the great 
reafon why men cleave not to the Lord, and pleafe, 
which we account friends, which are: bee Lord’s ene+ 
mies, fatan and world ) “ to fetve him without fear,” 
j. e. in love, and “in holinefs and righteoufnefs,” i.e. 
his whole will ¢ all our days.” And hence. Eph. Ve 
~ 8, 9. “* They were darknefs, but now are light,” by. 
faith, now there is fanctity, ‘* walk as ‘children »:of 
<6 light. ”? Wherein confifts that? «‘* Proving what is 
‘acceptable to God.” Hence Ephevvi. 6. They 
jhould “ pleafe Chrift, doing’ the will of God front 
§ the heart.” And this is fo neceflary, that Gal. i. 
ro. The apoftle faith, “ If I pleafe men, # ¢. their 
wills, “‘ 1am not Chrift’s.” And this is “ walking 
“worthy of the Lord, pleafing him in all things,’* 
and this is fruit, the arid of the tree’and leaves alfo, 
and differencing a tree from all sean that be beauti- 
ful, but barren, Col. i. 10. f 
ueftion. But why do you make this to eonbe in 
pleating eg whole will of Chale and not’ of Kod ws 
Greator ? 
Anfwer 1. Becaufe our faniGification now-cannot 
| pleafe Gai as a Creator, though it may pleafe him 
that is the Creator in Chrift, becaufe ane gece: ho- | 
linefs can pleafe him. ( 
2. Becaufe Chrift hath pleafed the Father by: the 
holinefs of himfelf, now this being done, and there- 
fore God having put all things into his hands, having 
done that for us, we are to give content to him. And 
herein our fan@tification is differing from the image 
Adam had, who in clofing with the will of God, look- 
ed upon him as a Creator; ours refpects a Redeem- 
er, who hath bought us to himfelf, and hence we are 
to refpect him in our actions now. » 
‘Queftion. But why doth’ the foul ‘clofe with the 


whole 
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_ whole: will of Chrift, i.e. fo far as it is made 


known? hind 
 Anfwer.  Firkt, becaufe the holinefs of Chrift here 
chiefly difcovers itfelf, and againit this a. carnal heart» 
will difcover itfelf. For Capernaites may boaft in, 
and give entertainment to the perfon of Chrift, but, 
when they come to repent (which was one: part of his 
will) that they did not, that they would not: ‘* Woe 
‘* therefore to the Capernaum :”’ as many will clofe 
with Chrift for pardon of fin, and lay their facks on. 
him, but you muft burden yourfelves with them, or 
the Lord will never eafe you of them. Onc, and 
hence they have light forrow for fin; many will-em- 
brace the comforts of Chrift, and love of Chrift, and, 
this joys them, yet the will of Chrift that is weart-, 
fome to them, Rom. viii. 8. They will pick and 
chufe. fiedtD 30s bhege 
Secondly, becaufe. this difcovers a deep ditch of 
deceit in the heart, many take up fome duties, and. 
why do they do them ? Becaufe they pleafe the Lord, 
and the Lord commands, and for his fake, when in- 
deed it is to pleafe themfelves: for in other things 
they care not whether they pleafe the Lord. or 


no. | 
Thirdly, becaufe this clofing with his whole will 
only gives the Lord content: asit is not the ftrings, ot 
firiking upon one. ftring that makes the mufic, but 
{triking on them allaccording torule. 50 here : and 
hence when they facrificed and obferved new moons, 
Hfa.i. 14. *¢ Who hath required thefe things at your 
‘* hands ??? Hence when the people begin to put the 
‘Lord off with mean performances, any common {tuff 
the Lord takes ftate upon him, and faith, he is a 
king, Mal. i. 14: and.g, 10, “ Ihave no pleafure in 

6s you.” ‘ : P 
Fourthly, becaufe this only will give peace 5 and 
therefore let any man begin to pick and chufe, and 
his heart die to the Lord’s will, if Jonah like he hs 
3 ie 
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ay ; ae Ine fat iach 2 Faed has 
flie ftom ‘any way of the Lord’s and continue there, he’ | 
fall have ftorms: and hence 1 John ii. 3, Pyoae 
“Hereby we know him,” &. 
4. He clofeth with the whole will of the Lord as 
his happinefs and utmoft end ; as aman made him-. 
fel hig laft end before, and defired God and Chrift 
only to’ keep his fores from aking, for fo er upon 
I miei mad ifthe body ake with cold, 
ftornach with hunger, head ‘for want of fleep, con- 
{ciérice for fin, all happinefs lies in the eafing hereof, 
and here lies their blifs. So now fre ating ces the 
lifé'of the Lord its happinefs to live unto YE. Gal. 
o do 


‘*lovel them above gold.” And this expreffeth it- 

felf in three things:: , ; 
1. In admiring the glory of the Lord, and his wilk 
and ways, and accounting them happy men, and blef 
; “hed, 
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. fed, that thus can and do live. For fometime the foul is 


_ decayed and fallen from this, or fick and weak 3 Now 
it accounts them happy, that have health and 
fumes to walk abroad, Pfal.ivt,2,. 0 4), 

a. ' in eing never at reft in his mind until now that 
h > comes to this; for therein a man’s making any, 
thing his laft end appears ; as he made his goods his 
laft end, Luke xii. 19. Now therefore my foul be 
be at reft, for there is no feeing the Lord but felf-, 
feeking hinders : now though it be thus yet, dob 
make myfelf my laft end? then my mind would be at 
reft'; but if fatisfied, it is not at reft till now : and 


hence Paul when he had run this race, now you fee, 
him leaning upon his pillow, 2 Tim. iv. 6,7, And 
hence faints are loth to die and be bleffed in heaven 
becaufe they have done fo little work as yet ; little do. 
the faints for the Lord many times, yet their hearts are. 
uptight ; for what mourn. they for fo much as this, 
: heh they have. looked upon it; O that the Lord 
Wa beet a 1Oler by Chere i wis te Vania cy 
3, It ‘carries the foul through all difficulties with 
power and delight, Prov. x. 29. ‘* The way of the 
‘€ Lord is ftrength to the righteous, and joy. Rom. 
vii. 22. “1 do delight in the law of God in the inner 
<“man.”” Other nations walk “ in the name of their, 
“< gods, we in ours,” Micah. iv. 5. As when wealth. 
or honour is a man’s utmeft end, with what violence 
are men carried to it; and hence a man thinks he, 
hath never fuch gocd days as then when_he can do, 
much for the Lord; and hence when any duty, is to, 
be done, when fearful to do it, or loth to perform it,. 
when the heart is dead, yet beholding it with a. fpiri-. 
- tual-eye, that this gives Jehovah honour, O this car-_ 
ries the foul head-long even into miferies, ‘* Not my, 
<< will, but thine be done.’ This eafeth the heart, 
even in the belly of hell, and in times of the deepeft., 
defertion, ve Fe dn 63 
“To this fanctification all the faints do come, every 
1 OMES .MSM. VOaaa ene 
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one in their meafure ; and if evér the foul tafted the 
Lord’s love, or ever was humbled with the bitternefs 
of fin, the firft voice and main careis; ‘“‘ Lord, what — 
- « wilt thou have me to do?” Nay, though no affurs 
ance, and it cannot joy in the Lord’s love, yet it will 
i the Lord’s will; and hence when it ‘hath full affur- 
ance, yet finding fuch a vile heart, if God fhould give 
* heaven with fuch a heart it would be death: and 
hence when he thinks of going to hell, yet there faith © 
he) let me blefs thee! eae 
*Phis fanctification all unfound hearts do want; much 
reformation, much affection, many duties, but their 
end is not changed, though their lives be, and hearts 
feem to be. Ser | LS eg 
© 1, Becaufe they cannot love the Lord, becaufe the 
Lord doth never fhed his love into their Hearts. 
“ig. This was the life of Chrift, John viii. 20. of 
which life they that are dead in fin never have one 
act, though they may think they have. he SMA 
3. This is the end of our election, which therefore 
an unfound heart may as foon attain to, as to eleat, 
or to béele@ted of God, Eph. i. 4. ‘* holy in love.” 
- "This may eafily be known, 1. Cannot a man know 
when he is happy? 2. Cannot Peter tell Chrift that. 
he loves him? 3. Cannot a man tell whether he be ~ 
an hypocrite or no? For he that cannot prove his ut- 
jolt end is changed, muft confefs himfelf an hypo- 
étite yet, his heart was never changed, whatever af- 
fatance ot peace he hath had; a thing is never good — 
till it ferves its end it was made for. pte oe 
O therefore look that you content not yourfelves 
with reformation, but come to this; elfe 1. You lofe 
all your obedience, the Lotd regards it not, the Lord 
will take all from you; as veffels that are made to 
hold wine, and they cannot, lay them bye, ‘* the 
“Lord hath no pleafure in you,” Mal. i. 8, 9, 10. 
2. If youdo, the Lord will accept your pooreft and 
theaneft fervices: Confider, = © ‘| 
1, Chritt 
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1. Chriftcaft by his robes being privy’to his own 
worth, to become obedient, Phil. ii. 6, 8. 
2. His infinite’ wifdom is in every command, 
' though thy carnal reafon like it not. | . 
- 4, His infinite love for thy good, though thou 
thinkeft it is for thy hurt. | : 
_ 4 His glory, though thou getteft no good at.all 
by it. Bee « . j ¥ 
Saeed. View 


i-p 


“wt, FULNESS of the Spirit of glory, in the 
room of the world. ashe 
‘© Whom the Lord doth juftify, thofe he doth 
«* glorify,” Rom. viii. 30. i. e. with the glory of ano- 
_ ther world, which though it be hid for a time from. 
others, and fometimes from themfelves, yet they do 
partake of it now, and it fhall be revealed upon them 
another day, 1 Peter v. 1. Now though hypocrites 
may tafte of the word; nay, ofthe powers of the 
world to’ come, yet they fall fhort of this meafure of 
glory. And I fay, this fills them in the room of ithis 
world. . ‘sos Maya See 
~Queftion. How are men full of the world, and what 
is the Spirit of glory ? GH 
Anfwer. \ thall thew this in three conlufions. 
~ Concl. 1. That the full reft and peace of the foul 
is to be found only in the prefence of God Almigh- 
ty, in this Being of beings. His perfeclions are in 
himfelf, and hence he keeps a perpetual fabbath of 
‘reft in himfelf: in this reft only the foul of .man 
can find reft, Heb. iv. 6, 10.—Pfal. xvi. 11... Helis | 
the journey’s end of alla man’s labours and life and 
travels. Hence John xvii. 13... When Chrift’s work 
was ended, now I come not tovheaven fo much as to 
thee. And hence when:Solomon had tired out him- 
ME RI no ee fel€ 
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felfin his travels through all the things of this world, 
to find reft, he returns empty and crying home, and 
now when he fums up his glory, Ecclef. i. 1, 2. He 
ftiles himfelf, y : eee 

1. A man gathered to the church, to be as near 
God as he can. , : 

2. * The Son of David,” to whom the promifes 
were made. 
And then, 3. Kings of Jerufalem,” the laft and 
leaft. He is that: houfe and home of his people, 
whether in fleeting or fettled condition, from one ge- 
neration to another, Pfal. xc.1. So that the pro- 
phet finding this to be moft true, I fay, ftands afton- 
ifhed at men; and becaufe men had deaf éars here, 
and their bellies could not hear, he cries to the hea- 
vens to be aftonifhed at this, Jer. ii. 12,13. This _ 
wine the Lord. puts under his lock and key ; it is not 
to be found in earth, in church liberties, you may ~ 
foon fee this temple not one ftone left on another, nor 
in heaven fimply, nor in fellowfhip of angels ; only 
tis in the Lord, drawing nigh to the foul in thefe, 

and drawing the foul at laft near to himfelf by 
theless ee ‘ 

Concl. 2, That all reprobates being eftranged 
from God, and God from them, are alfo ftrangers to 
this reft, this life of God, this life of glory, Eph. iv. 
18. and therefore feek for it and fuck it out of the 
paps of the creature, and that which is not God. 
And thus their hearts are full of the world, Pfal. xvii. 
14. * Duft they eat, and upon their bellies they 
“go,” fhift for’it where they will, they fhall never 
find it in him: and if they do find it any where elfe 
in this world, let them fill themfelves to the full, for 
they have their portion, they have their reward. And 
hence they do (all unregenerate men living) find their 
reft in fomething out of God; reft to their confciences © 
in duties, and fomething of God ; reft to their hearts 

m 
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in fome creatures, either unlawful or lawful, Matth. 

xxiv, 38, And there is never a. carnal heart, but 
give him his i imaginary content here, and he would 
defire to live here as an exile from God, and to be 
without him, if there were no hell, no plaoues, &c.. 
For here is their treafure, not above, 3 here are thy: 
good things : > and this is the.wery reafon why a man. 
- lives without God, nay when he ftands convinced af 
it, nay when troubled with thoughts of this, and no, 
diaties can eafe him, becaufe fomething out of God 
is his bottom to ftand upon, and his reft and peace; 
it may be meat, drink, health, fleep, occafional de- 
lights and a quiet life. ‘That as it is with feamen,, 

they can endure winds and weather, and rent fails, and 
torn mafts, becaufe they live upon that trade, ano. 


ther will not : foitis here. Though many troubles, — 


of mind, yet they ply that oar, it is their living. . 
Cone. 3. That all thofe whom the Lord intends. 
good unto, thofe he calls in time out of this world in- 
to his eternal glory of reft and peace, out of this 
world into another. And as their hearts were filled 
_ with another world before, fo their hearts are filled 
= the glory of this other world now, John xvii. 
. 16.-—-1 Peter v. to, And this reft and peace in 

God i is the glory of the faints. That Jook as it is with 
reprobates, what is their laft and great woe ? 2 Theff. | 
xix. “ It isfeparation from the Lord ;”’ fo this is the 
_ gteat glory of the faints, to enter into him, as Moles 
: did. into the cloud, and foto reft in him. ‘ I go to 
Godand your God.’’ Hence the faints are 

faid to ** fell away all for this treafure,” for this 
pearl, for the Lord: and fo the satis is inftead of all, 
and better to them than all they had before. They 
can live royally upon him, having but one thing to 
look to, and having all things in this one thing ; 
and more royally than the princes of the world can 
upon their lufts and earthly treafures. ‘This is the reft 
and peace the faints have, Heb. iv. 3. ‘¢ They eR 

Mmm 2 ee belic\ 
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<¢ believe do enter’ into reft.”” God calls them out 
of the world’ by fome bitternefs of it, or by fome 
cloving and furfeiting, and making their hearts weary 
of the fweetnefs thereof, and then they enter into glo- 
cry. The Lord fees nothing can fill their hearts nor 
fiops their cries, but him, and now this fea of glory | 
breaks in upon them, and fills their hearts: and-this _ 
the Lord doth two ways, according as there are two” 
things in-that good that fills the heart. 

ae Proportions !+= aie 

eae Pi opretyark E44 Cerra | 

So there are two rays of eternal glory chiefly, 

whereby the Lord gives full reft and peace, and fo 
glory to his people. Sa sae ? 
_- ro He reveals the good they are to enjoy in ano- 
ther world, in its full proportion, viz. ‘* what is the 
“riches of the inheritance of the faints,’ Eph.i. 17, 
18. For no good fatisfies till it is known in its great- 
nefs, though yet there be degrees of this. For we 
fhall fee many Chriftians have aflurance, where is the 
joy of it? Not affected with it, becaufe he knows not 
what it is at that time, At another time his heart is above | 
all the world, becaufe he fees what is that glory the 
faints have, and that he hath it, it fwallows him up 
-and confounds him. Why me Lord! And this is 
the reafon why the faints doubt, whom the Lord hath 
loofened from their lufts and all things here. What 
fo vile, and all that mine ? And this 1s the reafon why 
when doubting, fo that there is nothing in this world 
that doth quiet them, nothing from God that doth 
eafe them, yet their hearts are {weetly eafed: Their 
defires are after him, and their delights in his 
company, better go to hell thus than in my fins; and 
the thoughts of the Lord are fweet, becaufe he hath 
and doth fecretly fill their hearts. Something they 
have or do fee in-him, Ha. xxvi. 8. And hence’is 
the reafon of the forrows of them, when their hearts 


are worft, now though they have the world, yet are 


not 


\ 
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not at reft, becaufe they have and do fee fomething 
‘of this. | 
_ 2. He reveals by the fpirit and light of glory that 
this-good is theirs, their propriety. ‘The firft gives 
eft to the foul, viz. the fpirit of vifion incompletely. 
This fpirit of faith, whereby the foul knows all this 
good is mine, this gives it completely. | Now the 
_ New Jerufalem is come down from heaven, and God 
-isamong men, 1 Peter 1. 8. For if a Chriftian fees 
the greatnefs of this glory, but not as his, the foul 
will never cleave to the Lord indeed, nor find full 
reft; and hence when the riches of God’s grace is 
revealed, and the feaft fet before them, they do not 
eat, becqufe they fear they were not bidden. Now 
both thefe give full peace and reft to the foul, when 
the foul hath the Lord Jehovah in his arms, and hence 
he cares’not now when death comes: O it fhall bea 
welcome day to them! And hence they with they 
/might fin no more, or ceafe to be. And hence they 
wifh they could fet even the whole world a wonder-, 
ing, Was it ever heard finge the world began of fuch 
-a pattern of mercy ? Is it true, the Lord indeed keeps 
his fervants for a time ‘under much darknefs and 
doubts, but it is certain even in the meaneft faints 
this light is fown for them, and ‘‘ joy for the upright 
© in heart,’? and fome work there is for the Lord to do 
for them, and then he keeps a Sabbath of reft in 
them. 
~ Queft. But have not many hypocrites their joys, their 
peace, their glory ? 
Anf. Yes, they have fome taftes and likenefs to 
this, but want this indeed; and the difference ap- 
~ pears in three particulars. 
’  ¢, ‘The peace and joy and affurance of that glory 
which eye never faw in the faints, it is from the wit- 
nefs of the Spirit of glory ; not only becaufe that God 
is their God, but becaufe they are his people. - It is, 
\-fay, from the witnefs of God in his word, not cole 
theme 
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themfelves, nor from man only that they approve me, 


- nor from dreams and diabolical breathings, but from, — 


the Spirit of God, he brings tidings of it, and from 
fuch a Spirit (that you may know it) that not only 
fhews you God is your God, and fo you rejoice be- 
caufe of this, for thus it is with many a carnal heart, 
and he hath peace, being in horror, from this, the 
Lord loves me; but he makes you to rejoice becaufe — 
‘ou are the Lord’s people, becaufe he hath changed 
vour heart, now the peace. is found, and joy is right; 
and here 1 would try the péace of any man, God hath. 
witnefléd pardon to thee, but hath he fhewed thee thou. 
art his? If fo, be thankful. But here is the doubt, 
for it may be the change is not right. And_ hence, 
thofe.two are ever joined together, Zach, XHI. Q. 
John xiv. 20, 24, 22., Horror lies heavy, hence love 
is fweet; fin lies heavy, hence this witnefs, they are 
changed, they are fubdued, and fhall be fo, this is 
fweet alfo. cularert st 

2. The reft and peace the faints have, it is not only 
from God, but inhim. It is with the foul as with a 
malefa@tor’ imprifoned and condemned, the jailor 
comes and tells him that he hath his pardon here 
- brought him from the king; How fhall it be proved 
whether it be a device of his own brain or no? Why | 
if it be of the jailor’s own devifing, he will never lead 
him before the king, but from him he fhall be &ar- _ 
ried: Butif the meflenger carry him before the king, 
and fets him down before him, and ‘as it was with Jo- 
feph, his prifon-garments are put off, and he ftands 
before the king, and glories in his prefence, now itis _ 
right. So many have peace, and fatan fets them at 
liberty, but carries them from God. But when there | 
is a witnefs of peace from him, and then you ftand’ 

before him, now it is from heaven, Pfal. xxxvi. 7, 3, 
‘There is peace from him and peace in him, Pfal.. 
xxxvil. 4. ‘ Delight thyfelf in the Lord, and he fhall _ 
“* give thee the defires of thy heart.”’ When it is- 
thus, all you defire is granted, 3° «i Be 
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3. The peace the faints have both from Géd and 
in God, fills them with everlafting content and peace, 
Rom. xv, 13. Ifa. xi. 9. ‘“ Filled with the knowledge 
_ © of the Lord as the waters cover the fea.”” The earth 
_ is the reft of the waters, and the waters fill all its emp- 
ty place: So it is here, the foul is the reft of the 
Lord, Ifa. xi. 10. and he fills their empty hearts. 
_ A malefactor may dream he is before the king, when: 
he hath his fetters on his legs; but his dream feeds 
him not, but when he awakes, he is hungry: And 
fo it is with many a carnal heart that is a dream for 
a time, but he meets not with eternal fatisfaGtion, 
Pfal. Ixv. 4. and Pfal. xc. 14. _ And hence men after 
they have had their peace, grow more bold to fin, 
and more impenitent in fin, and more worldly than 
ever before, becaufe they have not everlafting joy ; as 
_ thofe, Ifa. xxxv, 10. “ Everlafting joys fhall be upon 
** their head’’ (whereas a carnal heart hath foon e- 
nough of God) not everlafting, without intermiflion 
of joy, for they muft have their nights and tears, as 
well as their day and joys; but everlafting, without 
decay of joy; that though they have their tears, yet 
God wipes them away; there is nothing elfe, their 
joy, their peace, and fo their hearts are forever fatis- 
fied here. As Chrift, when he knew it was “ finifh- 
‘ed, now he gave up the Ghoft,” fo when the foul 
finds, he is come, now it dies to the world, and makes 
its perpetual abode in him. Others will have their 
carrion, and their ftolen waters, how clean foever 
they wipe their mouths. 
Objection. 1. But have not the faints many forrows,. 
_ reproaches, perfecutions? — Z 
Anfwer. Rom. vii. 18. ‘ They are not worthy the 
“* glory to be revealed.””. 2 Cor. iv. 17. ‘* Yhey work 
“‘a weight of glory,’’, and in thefe they glory. O 
*< the Lord’s love is fhed in their hearts!” Rom. v. 


a 
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Objection. 2. But have they not many loffes, and 
‘wants, and ftraits, and then where is their jO¥tws 3 
_ Anf. Acarnal heart he murmurs indeed, and finks, 
‘and dies away ;. but it is not fo here, Hab. ili. 17, 18. 
A faint takes it out in him, in the Lord, it makes all 
the world too narrow for him. Others are burnt 
and confumed in,the fire, but fo is not he that hath 
- the Son of God with him. pahee ty ie ogtiyga ke 

Objection 3. But he hath many fins and tempta- 

tions. , . oa 
, Anfwer. 1 Pet. i. 5,6, 7. ‘* You greatly rejoice 


<< in the falvation referved for you, though now your 
“ faith have a precious trial by manifold temptati- © 
pet dears were ea ; heat 
. Objetti i 4. But are not the hearts of the faints 
taken off from the Lord, and taken up with other 
__ Anfwer, No, never as carnal men’s are, Tit. ii 2 
«¢ For God’s grace that hath appeared to them, teach- 
<‘ eth them to deny worldly lufts,” as we deny chil- 
dren their afking. ‘They may greedily carry the foul 
by fits from the Lord, but he denies them. their fill in 
_any creature, and calls them all to ‘* come up hither.’’ 
He denies them, as we do beggars, entrance, and if 
they do enter, he denies them lodging, they fhall not © 
have good looks from him. Every vile heart hath 
either a proud, or worldly, or covetous heart, and | 
thefe lufts being urgent-and entreating long, he cannot 
deny them the beft room he has. _O it is the woe of 
men they cannot but do thus. ee a et 
But thus you fee this world is caft out, and glory 
comes in to all faints :.O this.world is the caule of 
all fin! : aT Lee Hae ae 
1. Why do-men neglect duties in fecret ? 
2. Sleep at meetings ? banat es 
.3-. Though fo fair abroad, yet paflionate at home, 
and, {torms there ? aie 
4. Whence are wars and wranglings about rates 
,and lots? O this world! 5. Whence 
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5. Wherice apoftacy ? It is not with you ds if for. 
mer times, worffe now than in petfécution ; atid fers 


_ mon-proof now? O this world! Whence is hardnefs 
of heart? O fomething of the world eafeth you! And 
‘ whence is it that men with rich ftotks ate goodly 
_ things, and wondred at; and holinefs and walking’ 


- _with God, and things of heaven are nothing? O this — 


evil world! “ O adulterers and adulterefles,” know 
you not that you hate the Lord, and the Lord you? 
It is the caufe of all thy fin; but fee withal if is the 
caufe of all thy forrow, heaven and the glory of that 
would enter, but for it, but that it cannot, beeaufe 
thou art full of it; O poor creatures, take your fure- 
wel quickly of it, or the Lord will meet with you for 
it! Cry to the Lord, O call me to comé tip’tnto thy- 
fort}. 
_ Thus you fee the fulnefs of the Spitit which thé 
faints have ; and therefore that conceit, that faints have 
nothing whereby to difcern them, let it forever peri 
and fot. ae Pee Af 
i 2 5 ia? 3 

Ujfe 4. Of Exhortation. + AKE heed you fall not 
thort of the grace of God, of the promife and Spirit 
of grace, Heb. xii. 15, O get oil in your vefiels! 
When there is much counterfeit gold abroad, every 
man will have his fcales, and not only look and rub, 


‘but he will weigh every piece he takes: was there 


éver more counterfeits abroad, or fuch fimilitudes Of - 
the truth? Infomuch as fome in their opinions, think 
it impoffible, others in their praétices find it hard and 
very difficult to diftinguiflr’ che one from the other. 
O but there is a vaft diftance and difference! As ever 
you look for mercy, get this oil in your veffel. As 
ever you look for peace, know that you have it in 
your veflel. I am perfwaded that there is never a 


foul that follows the Lord tremblingly and tenderly, 


Nnn but 
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but when he hears of this, fends up his fighs, good — . 


‘Lord let me not fail here; better never have had thy 


name in my forehead, nor affection in my heart, than _ 
to want oil in my veflel : and J am perfwaded he trem- 


bles to think, what if I fhould perifh at the laft? And 
yet how many never have ftrong fears of failing here, 
that have moft caufe fo to do! This parable is direc- 
ted to virgin-churches at the laft period of the decrep- 
id world; wherein methinks the Lord Jefus {peaks un- 
to his people, there is much profeflion, affection, but 
O, take heed you. perifh not for want of oil in your 
veflel... Let all your care be to get that, and fear to’ 
want that, wherein the Lord doth anfwer that fear, 
and queltion, and thought of his people: O what. 
if 1 fhould pexith at lait? Get oil in-your veffel then, 
and if the Lord Jefus had been of that mind that there 
are no inherent graces in the faints, or fo dim they 
cannot be known, or if known you are not torrefpect 
them as any figns, but:to look for a witnefs of grace 
upon you, or out of you, without refpeding or look- 
ing upon, grace in you, he would never have record- 
ed this, parable, which to wife virgins is to prevent 
thofe conceits: O therefore how many fall fhort here,’ 
and regard not,this! , : oar 
‘1. Some fall {hort here by trufting to, and omni- 


fying of Chrift and grace, regarding not any grace _ 


within ; they feparate thofe things from one another 
which God hath joined, and which a ‘gracious heart 
joms one to another: They refpect not fanttification, 
faith or vocation, they look to Chrift, and can they 
honour. Chrift enough? Hence profefs they that re- 
gard thofe things have truited to their frames of heart, 
and .they fcoff at them that look to be juftified. by” 
faith: Itis fuch a delufion as is likely ‘* to deceive 
“* Gf poflible) the very ele&.’? Look as it was with 
the Ifraelites, 1.Sam. iv, 
the battle of the Philiftines; but-what is the caufe? 
“* O fend for the ark where the ftrength and prefence 
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“¢ of God was :’? But what good did the ark dé them 
with unhumbled hearts, that looked to that, and truft- 
_ ed to that, but mind not themfelves ;'and hence when 
Samuel bids them)“ turn from ‘their idols, 4nd ferve 
“the Lord only,” now they do it; fo here. 
-2« Some only look to the outfide} like thofe that’ 
** built the tombs and painted the fepulchres of the 
** prophets :”? And hence if they be inwardly zealous 
for external order, ceremony, ordinances, carriage in 
garments, fpeeches, &c: they think the bitternefs of 
death is paft, when Agag like they are clad with fuch 
foft raiment, and hence if there be tranfereffion here 
it.is fad: But what if they walk with unbroken 
hearts? O they refpect not this! And fo their care 
being taken up in’ trimming and making’ the veffel 
.bright, they negle& to get oil within. ; 
. 3» Some fall fhort here by thinking this thought, 
that that grace which is inward is alfo fincere and un-- 
feigned : and hence do not judge themfelves profane 
nor civil, becaufe of their profeffion, nor yet hypo- 
crites becaufe they do not make only an outward thew, 
whenas the deepeft hypocrify lies under much inward 
affection many times: And hence they take every 
{uch work upon truft without weighing it, if double 
guilt, and there is no fhew of copper, put it up, ne- 
ver enquiring where the bounds of truth and hypo-- 
crify part: And hence if they have inward comfort, 
though by a dream, they take it: If upon their fick- 
_beds after trouble they have had peace, they take it 
on truft: if they have any promife of re(t and peace, 
or feel fome defires, love’ to ordinances, and God’s 
' people; they takehold on promifes, and truft them- 
felves without trying, without weighing: Sudden 
work is fuperficial. safes aoe 
4. Some feel a want of thefe things, and content 
themfelves with defires, and fo never come to be in- 
deed :whatiithey'defire'to be: It is true, faints’ feel 
wants and defire fupply : But, r. “Vhey are néver fa- 
Nnn 2 | _ tisfed, - 
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tisfied till it is fo indeed : “ My flefh is meat indeed.” 
2. They are humble and vile in their own eyes till 
the Lord help; but thefe like Solomon’s fluggard, _ 
¢¢ defire and have not ;’? whereas in things of leffer 
worth they will not do fo, ‘they will not only defire, 
put indeed till the ground; if Gne neglects to till, 
though, they anfwer, I defire, and God-accepts that, 
every one will fay he is deceived; their hunger is 
their food; they build the fluggard’s neft of ‘defire, 
and there fit: O therefore take heed you ‘fall not- 
~ {hort here! Lake heed your prayers and defires prove 
not lazy and unfaithtul meflengers which you fend to 
your friends to come and help you, and they go half 
way and no further, and never bring them to you in- 
deed. © therefore get your oil in your veflels, do 
not only fear the Lord, “ fear him greatly,” 1 Sam: 
xii, 18., Do not only cleave to the Lord, but with 
the whole heart, and cleave to him only ; beg this of 
the Lord. Look as poor people when they come to 
rich men that have full heaps, do fay, let me have 
~ full meafure, my family is poor, and charge great* 
So here. ‘ 

Motive 1. Confider if once you get this, it will ne- 
ver die, it fhall increafe exceedingly: It is a treafure 
you cannot part withal, that you fhall never grow 
poor with; but Luke viii. 18. ** From him that hath. 
¢: not, fhall be taken away that which he feemed to 
“have? © many a one faith, I fear I fhall fall at 
laft, and I find my heart fo foon cooled; O get this, 
nothing fhall quench it again? If you fay, I cannot 
keep it, I fay, it fhall keep you, Prov. ii. 10, 11.. Not 
when you have,Chrift and Spirit, and grace in your 
head, nor in your confcience to give you peace, but 
in your heart; and when nothing is fweet but that, 
nothing lies between your heart and that ; it fhall now 
preferve and.keep thee, it fhall follow thee, fill thee, 
ieal thee, live with thee, go to heaven with'thee, &c. 
Mark this you feeble ones. | 


Mot. 2. 
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_ Mative 2. QO confider what a fad thing it will be > 


thy heart to mifs of, and lofe the Lord at laft: The 
~ fervants in Maac’s family did not mourn fo much ag 
-Efau when the blefling was gone. Why? They ne- 


yer had hope of it, never were near it. He was fo 


long in the field that the blefling was gone before he 


~ came, and he fold it away for a trifle: So them that 


i 


never came fo near the Lord and his blefling; never 
will have fuch forrow, efpecially to think I fold it a- 
way for a trifle: O, thought Efau, that I had come 
a little fooner, &c. When Saul went to Gilgal to 
facrifice, | Sam. xiii. 10. “ He ftaid feven days, and 
«then facrificed before the Lord,”’ but then his doom 
was pafled by God: And it is faid prefently Samuel 
came; Q if he had ftaid a little longer! So you will 
one day think, I fought and waited ; but forfook the 
Lord. O had I waited one day more I had been well, 
This is the reafon why the hypocrite’s portion is hed 
vieft in hell, . eee eeeR 
‘Motive 3. You will fay, it will be heavy hereafter, 
but not now? Yes, now too if you do confider the 
Lord Jefus is fo full, and thou not to have one drop 
of that which is faving, even when you come for it. 
It was a heavy token of the Lord’s anger, 1 Sam. xiv. 
17. “ When the Lord anfwered not all that day” 
(when yet he did not {peak bitter things againtft them) 
becaufe he did ufe to do it: It notes the anger of the 


Lord Jefus; as a man that hath abundance of bread, 


and yet gives not any, this argues he is very angry if 
he continue fo; and if fo, how canft thou fleep under 
Ma ic a : 

Motive 4. Confider, elfe the Lord will try you; 


God hath his trying times, and they were never fent 


but to difcover who were drofs, who were gold, and 
the main end of all God’s trials is to difcover this 
truth that I now am prefling upon you, Some have 
a thorow work, and now the trial dilcovers the truth, 
as in Abraham, Heb. xi. 17. Some have fuperficial 

ees | ie work 
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work, and they fall in trial, as Saul, and it doth dig 
- cover it was but an overly work : for this is the quel 
tion God makes: Is it thorough or no? I, faith a car- 
nal heart; yes, faith a gracious heart. Hence it is 
ftrange to fee what men will do when a trial comes. 
A man maintains a luft, he will not thew. it, nor de-. 
fend it, he fhall turn to be of fome opinion or other, 
and the corruption of his mind fhall fhew the corrupti- 
tion of his heart: a man loaths the people of God, iyo 
he faith heloves them; now this fhallbe a fign: time hail 
come that fome of them fhall be matter of offenceto him, 
and fhall not honour him, it fall try him. Amanlothes 
ordinances, he faith he doth not, but comes to the 
word’s end to enjoy them. He fhall have. plenty of. 
them, and fome fad loffes with them, and then you 
fhall fee he furfeits of them, never quickened by them, 
to thew the work was but overly. _A man’s heart is. _ 
above God, he faith he is content to be at the Lord? is. 
difpofal, let him do any thing with him, this comforts . 
him. He fhall have a crofs ‘wife, or fomething | that. 
doth not pleafe him, and now his heart quarrels, and. 
thus he fhall be tried, to fhew it was but overly work. 
Men defpife the fiberics the Lord gives them; they 
fay they prize them. A general governor fhall come 
‘with pretences of religion and protection, and you 
fhall fee this chaff will take old birds now. O there- 
fore try yourfelves here, and be fure you fall. not . 
fhort here. They 
Queftion. What means are there to be ufed ? 
Anfwer 1. Look that you make your veffels clear. 
Tt hath been faid of old, and 1 believe it is a truth ftill, 
that the Lord will never fend his Spirit to dwell in an 
unclean heart. Doves build not their habitations, on . 
dunghills. God’s Spirit muft come as an efficient to . 
take it away, but not as an inhabitant to dwellin an > 
unclean heart, 2 Tim. ii. 19, 20, 21.“ He that purg- 
s* eth himfel If ; ” he doth not fats God muft do all, 
but 
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but he under God fearcheth and purgeth, he fhall 
Se: be a veflel of honour,” if from thefe things, efpe- 
cially from thofe fins which apoftates are conquered 
with, of which he there fpeaks: For there be many 

_ fins aman may be purged from, and not be a veflel of - 
honour. But what are the fins the apoftates perith. . 
by, mark them, find them out, one by pride, ano- 
ther by floth, another by the world, &c.  ‘* He fhall 
‘*¢ ‘be a veflel of honour.”? Men fee and confefs, but 
make not work of it indeed, the old heart is not bet- . 
ter, you confume and languifh ftill; 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. 
“* I heat not the air,” i. ¢. I lay deadly blows upon 
my enemy, and ‘‘ |] beat down my body, left,” &c. 
Overly fearch of fin, hath made overly decay of fin, and 
hence overly grace and affection. As a man hath not. 

- light, nor love, nor efteem enough, becaufe he never. 
felt his wound to the bottom. O account it an inefti- 
mable mercy when it is thus; O therefore remember: 
the rule of the prophet, Jer. iv. 3, 4.. ‘* Sow not 
** among thorns,” &c. Many men’s profeffion 
fprings up, but withers, never comes to’ perfection ; 
this ground is not ploughed, or if fo, not thoroughly. 
ploughed, but thorns left to choak it. Well faith the 
Lord, look to yourfelves, left ‘* my wrath break out 

| © like fire ;?’ why is the Lord dreadful here? O be-. 
caufe men are carelefs here, | look toChrift, and my 
defires are good, and I pray infecret, and I am much 
changed, &c. , 

2., Look that your veffel be never kept empty ; 
when a man hath no grace, and fees how others can 
pray and mourn, and how far fhort he falls of uhem, 
It is eafy now tobe empty, as Saul when he was no 
king ; but when the Lord hath given fome light and 
affection, and fome comfort, and fome reformation ; 
ow a'mati grows full here. Saints do for God, and 
carnal‘hearts do fomething likewife ; but.a little fills 
them,°and qitiets them, and fo damns them. And 
hence men at the firft work upon them are very dili- 

; gent 
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gent in the ufe of means, but after that they be 
_ brought to neglect prayer, fleep out fermons, and*to 
be carelefs, faplefs, livelefs, who is the better for them? 
Becaufe 1 fay that now they have got fomething, the 
* fnain work is wrought, they call not that into queftion, 
_ ahd fo when God comes to reckon, they are found too 
light. . O therefore keep the veflel empty, never con- 
tent thyfelf with any meafure. Hath the Lord called 
thee ? Yes, I think fo, and believe fometimes fo; but 
Lam afraid I may at laft be found without oi in my 
_veflel: be then every day, as if thou wert now to bes 
gin. And this | fay, true grace as it comforts, fo it 
never fills, but puts an edge on the appetite ; more 
of that grace Lord! Thus, Paul, Phil. wi. 13, 144 
Thus David, ‘‘ Out of my poverty I have given,” — 
_&e. 1 Chron. xxix. 3,17, 18. : Pes 
_ tis a fure way never to be deceived in lighter 
ftrokes of the Spirit to be thankful for any, but to be 
content with no meafure of it, and this cuts the 
thread of difference between a fipérficial lighter ftroke 
» of the Spirit, and that which is found. 
- 4, Look that your veflel be not broken, nor crack: 
. ed, that when the Lord pours in, it runs out again, 
Heb. ii. 1, 2.—Prov. iv. 12, 13. O here is the 
wound of many a man, he hath many affections in 
word, in ordinances, and they take hold on him to - 
convince ; to affect him, but he takes not faft hold 
on them, he keeps them not as his life, with thank: 
fulnefs for any little; and with watchfulnefs. And 
hence a man is where he was, dry and barren. It is 
true, the Lord will not give that out of an ordinance _ 
which he doth in an ordinance. But it is one thing 
to have it loft out of thy hands and the Lord’s hands 
likewife, another thing only to lofe it out of thy hand. 
It is one thing for the Lord to withdraw it, another, 
thing for thee to fpend it away by the prevailing pow- 
er ofa luft, viz. either the world without, or contempt 
of grace within ; you efteém it not as your life, and 
| ; - hence 
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hence feek not to keepit, you will lofe the oil in your 
veflels... And I am confident this is one reafon why a 
man _lives,long under, means, and never profits, the 
Lord fees if he fhould pour any thing into the heart, 
it would be loft. He takes faft hold of world or felf, 

and. keeps that, and hence all runs ont again. 
4..Look that yoube at the coft to get this oil in 
your vefiel. Thefe virgins when the door was fhut 
and too late would, but the time was paft. For we 
fhall find the reafon whysmen’s works are flight, their 
buildings, their garments, why, they will not be at 
the coft ; fo men’s works of grace is flight, becaufe 
they. will not be at the coft. They find a want of 
_ grace, and prize it, and would fain have it, but it 
fhall. cott.them little : they will not be at the coft of 
their time. Sometime they feek the Lord in an ordi- 
_, mance, but what if he comes not ? They depart from 
_him,,. Sometimes in pangs, ‘and fits when the Spirit 
comes, they feek, but to be ever fecking, ever carry- 
ing fenfe of fin, it is too much time and trouble, they 
will not be atthe coft. Some affections and hearts 
_ they fpend, but not their whole hearts: Hence Chrift 
exhorts, O “ ftrive, becaufe many feek and are ne- 
_ ver able.’ Look therefore as it was with Jona- 
than, Saul, 1 Sam. xiv. 45, faid, ‘* he fhould die:”” 
No, the people faid, - “not fo, for he hath wrought 
«© with God this day.’ Not thata man can ‘get 
grace by his own ftrength, but Col. i, 29. “1 firive 
-* according to his mighty working.” Only let me 
add this, be at coft firit to get the Lord Jefus him- 
elf; as Matth. xiii. 33. “ He fold all and bought: 
«< the field ;” and whemhe had the field, now he had 
‘the treafure : O think no time too much, no lutts too 
dear, no affections too much for him (and then you 
have all things with him, and. {hall receive life from 
him) and not fora death, but for a living; rifen Chrilt. 
_Chrift beftowed gifts on Judas, on Saul ; but whom 
he beftowed himfelf upon, thofe never wanted any 
Ooo” PPaANING 
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thing, Pfal. xxiii. 1. But here I might take up a 
dreadful complaint; O that men content themfelves 


with colours and tin@ures of truth and Spirit, &c. 
Some naturalifts obferve, that brafs would be gold, # 


fends to it, had it but more heat of the fun to con-— 


/ co@it, and to bring it to perfeétion ; fo it is with the — 


lighter Rrokes of common grace. | 


CHAP. xim SE Gat ak 


That. true Bide: Grace. in. bhp Hleorts of Believer! 


can never fail. 


Obfervation 4. ype thofe graces bf fe Spi: 

rit wherewith thofe heavenly 

veffels or fouts of the ibis are filled, are sr 
and of an eternal nature. 


For thus the wife virgins, their veffels were not» 
only filled, but the oil was conftantly preferved in them, . 
and continued in their veflelc, until they met the — 


bridegroom. It is true, their lamp went out, out- 


ward acts of the Spirit of grace, expreffed in the pro-. 
- feffion of the faints may be extiné for a time, yet the: 


oil did remain in the veffel ftill, which was not fo 
with thofe which were foolifh, not only their lamps 
were out, but their oil was {pent ; fo that here isa 
third difference between °*. the foolith and the wife 


“* virgins .”’ hat Spirit of race in the. one is of a - 


dying, withering nature; inthe other, of an eternal 
and everlafting nature. There is an eternal excellen- 
cy ftamped upon them, John iv. 14. “ The water that 


“<1 fhall give him, fhail be in him,” no pools, but a 


perpetual living fpring. Heb. vi.g. ‘* Some that 
** were enlightened and tafted, fell away, but we are 
<s perfuaded bétter things of you.” Lhe faints have 
better things, which.do not caufe, but. accompany 


falvation. ‘he Lord is fo far from ce it to-die, © 


“96 
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as that-he will add tout, Luke viii. 18. © To him 

** that hath fhall be given.” ‘Thoughit be like muf, 

tard feed, yet it fhall grow: there is a growine virtue 

init, . But as the Lord {peaks of his people, Ifa. Ixv, 

8. “As new wine is in the clufter, and one faith, 

““deftroy it not, fora bleffing is in it, fo it hall. be 

“here.” Nay, though it be not fo much as feen, yet 
_the Lord then can fee it, and doth then keep it, and’ 
will preferve it, Ha. xl. 29, 30, 31. Nay, though 

oppofed and refifted by temptation, yet, 1 Peter i, 

6; 7. tis not confumed, but tried, that it may be 
to glory another day, notwithftanding manifold temp. 
tations. It is one of the greateft- miracles in the 

world to preferve it, as a fpark of fire in a fea of wa. 
ter: Nay, though it feems to a man’s feeling to be 

quite quenched and put out, that 2 man finds no more 
than a reprobate, yet the feed of God remains, and it 
will break out again. ‘here is life at the heart and 
fap atthe root, yet the Lord will bring them again. 

When the Lord of glory was crucified, and all tie” 
difciples fled, not one fpake for him, none durft con. | 
fefs him, yet the Lord returns to them, and they a- _ 
gaintohim, 2. ee ANt A 


SEBO TU 


Queftion, ney rf OW comes it to be thus immortal and 
of an eternal nature ? 
~ Anfwer 1, Mt isnot only in regard of the power of - 
- grace received, though it were perfeét.; for then A- 
dam had not fell from it. ie 
2. Nor in the freedom of a man from temptation; © 
for then the angels had not fallen. 
3» Nor yet in the power of a man’s own watchful. 
-nefs and care to keep it. For “ if the Lord keep 
“* not:the- city, the watchmen wake but in vain.” 
“poe ~ i O002 . 4. Nor 
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4. Nor yet in the power of any means ; as many 
think, if under a powerful miniftry, then they are 
‘out of danger. It is notin Paul, nor Apollos, but 
in the Lord. Men may rejoice in John’s miniftry, 
and be affeéted with it, but it is only for a-feafon. 
Bab icuirs a pene toe it 
“J. In regard of the eternal ele&ion and purpofe | 
‘of God. Their conftancy in the ftate of grace de- 
pends upon that immutability of his counfel, “Matth. 
xaivcgae.io*) Lbey:, fhall deceive, if poffible, the e- 
Je& 3” but it is not poffible, they being elec&t. Wife 
ymen may have their brains crazed, and Nebuchad- 

-nezzar like, the ufe of reafon gone, but the princi- 
ple of reafon continues, and the ule of it in time ‘re- 
turns again 5 and fo it is in regard of damning delu- 
fions, 2 Lim. ii. 19. ‘‘ Hymeneus and Philetus'’ fell '5”” 
hence do not the elect fall? No, for that foundati- 
on remains fure. 1, The certainty of their continu- 
ance in grace is built upon a foundation. 2. Not e- 
very weak one, but a firm foundation. 3. Not a 
foundation of ‘man’s laying, but God’s. 4. Not a 
wavering and tottering, but ftanding foundation, 
and that fealed with the knowledge of God, ** The 
«¢ Lord knows who are his,” 7. e. though fome men 
fall, that one cannot tell by outward expreflions and 
profeflion who are the Lord’s, yet ‘* The Lord 
< knows who are his,” and they are fealed by his 
love and knowledge. And it feems this is the prime 
caufe of the continuance of angels, 1 Tim. v.20. 
And election being free, for his own fake, not for 
their fakes, the Lord forefaw all their good and evil; 
hence they are not cut off. st Ee iP 
Ii. In regatd of the faithfulnefs and promife and 
covenant of God’s grace. Adam had that covenant : 
if he did do, he fhould live : But he had no abfolute 
promife he fhould do, or continue to do; but the 
~ faithful have; and hence they ftand, not by the ftrength 
«of grace, but by the ftrength of the covenant of grace. 
And 


-" 
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And-hence.that which to reafon is incredible, to na- 
ture impoflible, is brought about by faith; not by vir- 
tue of any, power of a promife. (God hath faid it, 
and faith believes it; and hence Abraham’s dead sas 
* sie ;and Sarah’s barren womb brings forth T- 
faac. Hence through all the word, when the apoftle. 
per{wades himfelf of their continuance, he ever puts 
in God’s faithfulnefs, 1 Cor. 1.8, 9. 1 Thef. v. xxiv. 
2 Thef. iii. 3. Hence Jer. xxxii. 40. I will not turn 
< away from them.” Anfwer. True, if they do not 


from the Lord. No, but “ they fhall not turn away 


<< from me.’? Objedtion. But we fee many do fall. 
Anfwer. But if he doth, he fhall not be broken, but 


taken up again, Pfal. xxxvii. 24. Yea for a time the 
_,Lord,may do thus. But will this continue, having 
finned. againft fuch mercy, and my fin being now 

- greater? Now the Lord will depart. Anfwer 1 Cor. 
4. 8..** Yea, he will confirm you to the end.” Yes, 

- it may be he will, as he hath done, while i am out’of 
temptation: But I may meet with it before Idie. 
. Anf.1 Cor x. 13. “ He will not fuffer you to be tempt- 
. ed. above meafure,” &c. Yea, if I was fuch a one 


of 


as Abraham or David, that had fuch hearts, anid ‘did 


the Lord fo much honour. Nay, but Ifa. lv. 3. 


«even the fure mercies of David.’ This is the 
faithfulnefs of God. 

IL. In regard of the conftant abode of the Spirit 
of the Lord in the hearts of the faints, whereby they 
are kept, John x. 28. ‘None can pull his fheep 
<¢ out. of the Father’s hand.’ ook as the firft A- 


dam finning, conveys the power of fin and fatan, 


and death, which reigns with unconquerable power 


_over all the fons of men; fo Chrift rifing, conveys 


that grace and conftant prefence of the Spirit! which 
reigns to eternal life, and carries the foul through all 


. difficulties, Deut. xxxiii. 27. “ The eternal God is 


“thy refuge.” Let what evils can come, there is a 
refuge: Yea, fo long as I can ftand<’ But what if f 
! fall ? 
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fall ? ‘* Underneath are the everlafling arms.’ Let 
a faint fall never fe low, yet God’s everlafting arms 
are {till lower ;_ wherever he falls, he falls at laft into 
the Lord’s arms; for elfe it was impoflible for any. 
foul to continue, Ifa. xlvi. 3, 4. 6 From the womb 
s* to the hoary head I will carry you.” Saints when 
they are little, think they fhall fall at laff, and when 
firengthened, fear if they live till old age, their hearts 
and {pirits will die ; yet they do not. But how comes 
this about? ‘*I will carry you.” And hence it is 
impofhble they fhould ever die or perifh, no more 
than the Lord Jefus, John xiv.\19. So that if God’s . 
purpofe is firm, his promife fure, his Spirit able, the _ 
Spirit of life and grace in the hearts of the faithful, 


thall be kept even to eternity. 


' 


SE OST yt? 


: ue. Ler that opinion, that the graces of faints “ 
are fading and mortal, rot and die, and be had in e- _ 
verlafting deteftation of them that know the Lord. _ 


-Olyed, But we fee how many fall off and fall back, . - 


and 1 have found it by experience fo. | 
Anf. The feed that is caft into the earth, firft dies, 
_and then lives and grows; fo no fooner doth the Lord 
fill his faints, but there is much felf-confidence in it, 
and refting in it, hence it dies, yet it lives and grows. 
again. And hence the Lord keeps his people poor; 
and fenfible of their own weaknels as long as they 
live; but if it quite dies and withers, they were ne- 
yer the Lord’s, nor never had one drachm of gTace, 
1 John it. 19. If it be taken away, he did but feem 3 
to-have it. . All flefhly excellencies in men, as com-_ 
mon gifts be, do wither, Ha. xl, 6, 7. *¢ All fleth is 
“* grafs.”” But plants in God’s orchard never lofe 
their greennefs, though plants and flowers in the field 
may; Pfal. i, 3. “Whofe leaf fhall not wither.” ‘ 
: Objection. 
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Objection But this may make men fecure, fay'the 
-Arminians. . 3 aia 
_ Anfwer 1. Nothing puts more life in the faints, - It 
_ would fink them elfe, if it were not thus, as when the 
Lord told Jofhua, wherever thou fetteft thy foot ;° 
** thou fhalt profper, not a man able to fland againit 
thee ;” this puts life into him. ihe ag 
2. Though they cannot fall quite away, yet they 
_ may fall fo as to lofe the fweetnefs of grace, and pre-- 
fence of God. If a man fhould eat too much, and e- 
ver be fick, though not die after it; of if one fhould 
fall and break his bones, though he doth not lofe his» 
life : Is this any hope for any to. rejoice? fier 
3- Though they cannot wholly drive away nor beat 
out the breath of the Spirit, yet they may * grieve 
*¢ the Spirit by which they are fealed,” Eph. iv. FOuy 
Which is more fad to a holy heart than all evils in the 
world befide. But therefore let this conceit die and 
perifh, which is raifed up by Satan to difgrace the i- 
mage of God and Spirit of grace in the hearts of the’ 
faithful ; for who will make men feek after perifhing 
things, under a colour of making men feek for the 
Spirit? Itis to refift and quench the Spirit of Godin 
tiem. 977 pes 
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Ue 2. Ir ‘May comfort the hearts of the faithful 
exceedingly againft fears of apoftacy, when they fee 
great cedars fall, how fhall I ftand? And when.they 
hear of fome temptation that may be hereafter, then 
they fear.. And when they feel the evil of their own 
hearts (which the Lord lets them feel to humble them 
that they may grow lower, and fo ftand the faiter) 
they fay, I fhall fall, and when they have found the 
Lord’s prefence, O if now 1 fhould relapfe after this 
health! 

Me ~ Quel. ~ 


‘ 
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Queft. How frall I know whether I hall fand or no? 

Anf. Xt ts not difcernable by perfeverance, but by 
fomewhat begun, though very difficult to» be feen. ~ 
As, | hee 
1. Obferve God’s feveral and various difpenfations 
of himfelf and his grace toward thee, whether they 
iffue from his everlaiting lowe or no; for if fo, then 
he will everlaftingly keep that which: he hath given 
thee. | M4 

Queft. How fall I know that ? . | 

Anf. Lookeas that iffues from eternal wrath, that 
feparates the foul from God, or therein it is expreft ; 
fo that is the expreflion of eternal love which draws 
thee to God in Jefus Chrift. Oblerve therefore the 


- _Lord’s carriage, doth it draw thee at laft to him, near- 


er to him; and fo the more he difpenfeth of himfelf, 
the nearer thou art brought to him ; here is the ex- 
preffion of eternal love, and the Lord will keep thee, 
John vi. 37. ‘ All that are given me fhall come to 
me.’ ~ Let the Lord give his Spirit, though but 
little, they grow thankful. O he is come, whom I 
thought would never have returned again! Let him 
deny it, this keeps them humble. Let the Lord dif- 

penfe himfelf in an ordinance, they love him: and 

‘© one day here, better than a thoufand elfewhere.”’ 

Let him not do fo, they feelthe more need of 

him. Letthe Lord free them from temptations, 

and give them conqueft, faith now rejoiceth. Let 

them fall into many temptations, their faith grows 

the more purified than ever. Let the Lord give them 

outward bleflings, they grow more vile in their own 

eyes, ‘lefs than the leaft,?? with Jacob. Let the 

Lord deny them, Hab. iii, 18. they rejoice in the 

Lord. ‘They get good and are more endeared to the 
Lord, by every cartiage of the Lord’s, at leait in the 
iffue it is fo. As itis with wicked men, they may 
for a fit be affected and return to the Lord, butin the 
iffue they forget the Lord, fo it is here contrariwife. 
There 
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- There is not any unregenerate man, but fomething 
or other confumes him. The wicked ever are like 
. chaff driven from God. Gold that is of an everlatt- 
_ ing nature, keep it, beat it, burn it, you cannot con- 
fume, but only purify it ; it is not fo with chaff. Let 
the Lord. give him taftes of grace and joy, it eftran- 

geth his foul from Chrift, it doth not bring him near 
to Chrift. - | Pane | 
2. Obterve whether thou doft grow out of, and 
live upon an everlafting covenant or no, Rom. xi. 1.” 
** God hath not caft off his people, whom he fore- 
- “iknew.”?. Who are thofe? ‘¢ Children of the promife,’” 
Rom. ix. 7, 8. That are born and bred of the promife 
or whole covenant of grace ; God hath treafured up 
all grace in Chrift, laid it up in that ftore-houfe; Chritt 
hath dropped it in his promifes. Now wheh the foul 
is rooted in the covenant, now it fhall never die nor 
’ perith, As it is with fome trees, fet them in the 
ground, they will grow, if they have fun and rain, but 
die at laft: take another, and fet it in a ftock, fo that 
it abides there, and fetcheth all its life from thence by 
cleaving to it; now it will grow and become a flour- 
ifhing branch. Now when the foul grows out of the 
covenant, for the whole benefit of it, and is fully fa- 
tishied with it, 2 Sam. xxiii.4, 5. As takea foul that 
feels a want ofall the benefits of the covenant, par- 
_ don, peace, life, that the Spirit is ready oft to fail, 
and hath no affurance it fhall have any part of that 
which is the childrens portion; and looks upon his 
own unworthinefs, never to have any from the Lord, 
yet it looks up to the free mercy and grace that made 
it to fome, to make it good to me, and fo pleads the 
‘promife, and fo lays itlelf theré, and there refts, and 
there looks, and here fucks, and takes root, and the 
root {preads to every part of the covenant. The Lord 
hath now rooted the foul in this covenant, and it hath 
received life from hence, this is everlafting. yow fhall 
continue. And when the foul efpecially is like a 
fa Ppp: bough 
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bough blown by the wind, yet it ftands faft full. © If 
men have been in horrors, and then fell to reforma- 
‘tion, and there refted, it will not laft. If men have 
had fome workings and aétings of the Spirit upon 
them, and then fay, God muft do all, but they grow 
not into the covenant, they will die; but here though 
God keeps thee fhort and naked, and thou only plead- 
eft the covenant, thou fhalt ftand. If you plead for 
pardon, and fome good, not the whole good of the 
covenant, you fhall die alfo. If you grow upon fome 
-diftemper, and the whole heart grow not upon this, 
-you will die alfo. Look as it is with a man that builds, 
“he will make an end if the foundation be laid, but if 
not, pull it down, fo here. — r rei 


3. If the power of grace received and acted by the 
Spirit, hath rifen to the nature of fruits, and not 
leaves only, John xv. 2. And that is, when the foul 

. receives that grace, as that in every thing its {cope is 
to live to God, to give his heart content. For fruit 
_ js the end of the tree’s growth, and leaves and fruit is 
not for the tree, but for the content of the owner of 
it. If fo the Lord hath undertaken to purge thee, 
though there be much felf-feeking in thee, and he 
hath undertaken though little at prefent, to make thee 
bear more fruit. Many a man hath much affection 
and grace, but when he hath it, what is it but leaves 
to adorn and beautify himfelf? But he lives not to the 
Lord; another man will live to the Lord in what he 
does, the Lord is fo dear, and himfelf fo vile, as that 
he doth thus. _ | . ans, 

4. If you pray for it in Chrift’s name. Object. 
Many pray. nj. But when Chrift and you pray toge- 
ther, you will fpeed; and then Chrift prays when his 
Spirit cries at the throne of mercy, then himfelf is at 
the throne of Juftice. And his Spirit cries; 1. Not 
for an unfit perfon, that hath fome flight change, but 
for his faints, whofe hearts are endeared to him and 
his whole will. 2. Not for an evil or private end, 
but the Lord’s, 3. Not coldly, but with groans un- 


utterable 


| 
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-ntterable. Is it thus with thee? O then how cantt 
thou fall! Doft thou fear fatan? Mat. xvi. «8. he fhall 
not prevail: againft thee, but thou fhalt give the latt 
blow and wound. Doft thou fear the world, the de- 
‘ceits of it? Mat. xxiv..24. “¢ (if poffible the elect)” 

- Dott thow fear the evil or good things of it? John 
“xvii, 12 “though in the world, yet Chrift prays you 
‘“ may be delivered from the evil of it.” Doft thou 
fear thy fin, that, will feparate? dxf Rom. vi. 2. 

- How can we that are dead live any longer therein ?”” 
It is a ftrong, but a wounded, but a dying enemy. 
Dott thou fear the Lord, thou haft walked fo unwor- 

. thy of him? ‘¢ He will not break the bruifed reed till 
< judgment come to victory,” though little, though 
weak. © therefore be comforted again{t this in thele 
times, which are apoftatical, declining, evil days, and 
blefs the Lord! ee 


iS 


$ ECT. Vv. 
- Ufe 3 HENCE we learn what verdict to pafs and 


give in concerning thofe men that decay and fall off 
from the Lord. They never had oil in their veflel, 
never had a dram of grace in their heart: Thus, 1 
,John ii. 19. “Jf they had been of us, they would 
<< doubtlefs have continued with us.” It feems they 
were fuch»men which were fo eminent and excellent, 
as that there were no brands nor marks upon them 
to give notice to the churches that they were marked 
out for apoftacy, but were only difcovered to be un- 
found by their apoftacy ; and this was argument good 
enough. Hence. Chrift, when fome of the Jews be- 
gan to believe in him with a temporary faith, John. 
viii, 31. Tf my word continue in you, ye are my 
s difciples,”*as if he fhould fay, your faith is a fancy,if 
Gt continue not. Look therefore as the prophet faid, 
Zach. i. 5. ‘¢ Your prophets, where are they ?: Your 
| & fathers, where are they?” So fay 1 to you; your 
bes P pp2. "tears, 
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tears, your tendernefs, your groanings, your heart- 
- breaking prayers, &c.. where are they? Is it. with. 
them as witn fhips that are funk and wrecked, fome . . 
of the ribs remain, which gives you to fee and fay, 
there was a fair fhip, but it is funk? 1 Tim. i. 19. 
<* Make fhipwreck of confcience,” and fo lofe their 
_ faith alfo.. Some men for a time feem to keep a whole 
_ con{cience, wind and water-tide, they can pafs through — 
many ftorms, yet at laft it breaks, and when that is 
loft, their faith is loft alfo. Their faith before God, 
and con{cience before men, both of them break. 
. Now there are two forts of apoftates: 1. Open in 
mens life, whofe falls are like the falls of a mighty: 
tree, it falls with noife, and breaks down all the un- 
der-wood : So their falls make a noife in all the coun. 
try where they lived, and by their falls fome are fad~ 
ded, others offended and damned. 2. Secret, when 
men are apoftates in heart, Prov. xiv. 14. which have 
.chofen fome finful ways, Jer. iii. When it is with , 
men as it was with Saul, there is no commendation 
of him but this, that he was higher by the head and 
fhoulders than any of Ifrael: So it is with thefe, in 
outward profeflion higher than others, but their oil is 
{pent. . ete 
Object. But do not many of the faints fall openly _ 
and fecretly ? 2 Lh Sere 
Anf. True, they may and do fall exceeding great. 
ly. But as’Mofes prophefying of the apoftacy of If. 
rael after his death; Deut. xxxii. 29. yet it is faid, it 


1s not ‘¢ the corruption, nor {pot of his children.” _ 


Deut. xxxii. 5. There is a great difference between an 
hypocrité’s apoftacy from his grace, and faints from 
theirs. It is one thing to fall from branch and root 
too, another thing only for the branches to be brok. 
en off, and the root not pulled up, Jude 12. There 
are fome apoftacies that argue there was never a dram 
of grace in that foul. Saints fall down, but do not 

| fall. 
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fall away: and of fuch apoftacies as argue want‘of _ 
grace, take the following difcoveries. __ 
1. When a man’s rifing is the caufe of his fall (or 
fealsa man up in his fall) or at leaft the caufe, through 
his corruption, Ex. gr. Time was a man lived a loofe, 
carelefs, carnal life; by the miniltry of fome words 
_ or reading of fome book, or {peaking with fome friend, 
he comes to be convinced of his mifery and woeful 
condition, and fees no good, nor grace in himnfelf, he — 
hath been even hitherto deceived; at laft he comes 
to get fome light, fome talte, fome forrows, fome 
heart to ufe the means, fome comfort, and mercy,and 
hope of life? and when it is thus with him now he 
falls, he grows full and falls, and this rifing is the | 
caufe of his fall, his light is darknefs, and death to 
him, and grows to a form of knowledge: his rifing 
makes him fall to formality, and then to prophanes 
nefs, and fo his tafting fatisfies him, his forrows emp- 
ty his heart of forrow for fin, and his forrows for his 
falls harden his heart in his falls, and all the means - 
of recovering him harden him ; that now if men ne- 
ver had had means, even Sodom, they would have 
relented before now. This is a fad token of falling 
away, and having had only lighter work, it being a 
plain evidence that at their beft they were filled with 
their lufts, becaufe a little light and affe@tion fatisfied 
them, which is now turned by the power of their luft 
to harden them, ‘Ifa. vi. 9. This is given as one {ure 
fign of a people forfaken of God, when Sin feeing 
_ © they feenot, and they hearinghear not.” Lookasit is 
in difeafes, if the phyficand meat turns to be poifon, 
then there is no hope of recovery, a man is fick to 
death now. The faints little meafure makes them 
forget what is behind, Prov. iv. 18. He fhines « bright- 
*‘ er and brighter till perfect day.”? So that let him 
fall he cannot be quiet there; but when he remem- 
bers from whom he is fallen, if once he tafted the 
Lord, this will fetch him again, and make him reft- 
- lefs 


ieee 
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~ ‘Jefs till he return. But if it be fo as now it is with 
- thefe, then the cafe is woful, when there is fuch a 
plague on men and they know it not. reas 
When a man faith to himfelf, as the glutton faid 
to his foul, ‘* Take thy reft, for thou haft goocs laid 
«¢ up for many years ;”? fo thou haft repentance, and — 
grace, and peace enough for many years, and hence — 
the foul takes its reft, grows fluggifh and negligent, 
- QO if you die in this cafe, this night thy foul fhall be 
- taken away to hell. Q | 
a. If when men fall from the Lord, and they rife 
“up only in ordinances, but fall down conftantly out 
of ordinances without feeling. A carnal heart falls, 
-but he thinks: himfelf is not therefore without all grace, 
becaufe in an ordinance his heart fometimes is affect- 
-ed, fo they were, Ezek. xxxili. 31. The prophet’s. 
‘miniftry was {weet to them, ‘ but their hearts went 
€ after their covetoufnefs,” their hogs, their houfes, 
»their lufts, their lots ; and they joy in the prophet, 
but never mourn for that. A precious heart alfo falls 
‘out of ordinances, but he feels his falls: Though he 
falls from the benefit of his rifing, yet not from the 
feeling of his fall. But to another man the {weet he 
finds in ordinances, is but mufic to his meat, Mat. 
vil. 26. 27. ** He that heareth my words and doth 
‘them not, that man’s houfe is built upon fand, 
<¢ which falls,” and the caufe of great falls isthis: Look 
as it is with corn ground, if rain falls upon that, 
though it be long before any ripe fruit comes ; yet it 
~ makes it at laft come to fome ripenefs : But if it falls 
on other ground, feed is fown there, but it brings 
forth briars, though it drinks in rain, it is nigh to. 
curfing, Heb. vi. 7, 8. Look as it was with Saul, 
“ God had forfaken him,”’ 1 Sam. xvi. 14. 23. and 
a fpirit of fatan came upon him, yet when David 
played with his harp, it ftilled the fpirit in him, and 
affected him much ; it did not caft out the fpirit, for 
when he had done playing, ‘ the evil fpirit came as, 
PES 66 gain, 
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© gain upon him.” So it is at this day, a man is 


- 


forfaken of the Spirit of God, and haunted with an 


evil f{pirit of pride, world, paffion, luft, libertinifm ; 


aman prays, hears, and is made much better ; it is 


- ftilled, not caft out; for after this a man returns to 


his old fpirit again, and in time he cannot be quiet- 
ed with preaching, nor praying, no more than he 
could with harping. | 

. When a man is fo fallen, as that he returns not 
in the feafon of rifing : Look asit is with trees in the 
winter, their leaves, their bloffoms, their fruit, their: 
beauty is gone: Is it then dry, and barren, and quite 
withered and curfed? One would think fo for the _ 
prefent, but it is not fo, becaufe the feafon of fruit 
and leaves is not now; ifin {pring and fummer it fhould 
be fo, then you might well fufpect it. Thus Jer. viii. 
5, 7>.8- yet they faid they were wife, and they had 


jaw and ordinances among them: True, yet they did ~ 


not know their feafon, hence fell with an everlafting , 


_ backfliding. Hence Pfa. i. 3, 4, 5. “ They are like 


“ the tree planted by the river’s fide, ‘which bears in 


* feafon.” 


 Queft. What, and when is this feafon? — ' 
_Anf. \ cannot tell you the feafon of every man, but 
I will thew you the ufual feafons of many men. 

1. When Jefus Chrift the Sun of Righteoufnels 
draws exceeding near unto the foul, and that to the 
reviving of others, Ifa. lv. 6. but thy heart never a 
whit the better, nor yet much troubled it is fo bad. 
When Peter falls, a look recovers him ; when Ephe- 
fus falls from her firft love, to ** remember from 
“ whence fhe is fallen,” is enough to reftore her to 
her love again. When the difciples fell after Chrift’s 
death, yet when he arofe and opened the {fcripture, 
their hearts burned within them. But thou haft had 
Jefus Chrift opening the riches of his grace from 
heaven, and thou haft heard a voice, but not feen the 
fight, the glory of the Lord in this thy day ; and - 

chew 
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thou haft done though the fun hath come to his full 
height fometime: ‘This 1s’ thy feafon; gofpel, and 
Chrift, and promifes, are grown common to you, &c. 
As it was with the poffefled man, Mat. xvii. 15. — 
“The devil takes him oft, and cafts him into the 
‘© water and fire ;”? but if when he comes to Chrift he | 
has no help, the Lord be merciful to him then: So _ 
you have been poffeffed and fallen, but -when the 
Lord Jefus comes he cafts them out; but if the Lord 
- {peaks, enlightens, and cometh, faying, Remember 
‘me whom thou haft abufed, my wet look, my watery 
eyes, and my forrowful heart which thou haft bro- 
ken, here is all my love, and this prevails not, but 
thou neither rifeft nor defireft the Lord to raife thee: 
This is fad. In the day of jubilee, be a fervant then 
for ever, if your old matter ftill pleafeth you; efpes 
cially when all means are ufed; when the laft of a 
courfe of phyfic is taken, and is ineffeQual. | 
_ 2. When the Lord is ready to depart from the 
foul. Sometimes faints do not melt at love, but the 
Lord departs, now this recovers them. As aman 
that hath a friend, though they grow weary of their 
company, and they begin to carry away divers things, 
yet when they come to take their leave indeed, now 
they recover, and they cannot part now. Like Jofeph 
and his brethren, they can neither of them part. 
Nicodemus and Jofeph cannot contain, but cleave to 
Chrift, when moft forfaken.. David, when God 
‘* hides his face, is troubled,”’ Pfa. xxx. 7. It is with 
faints as with fick folk, when their ficknefs and fores = 
come to their height, now they break and recover, 
Hof. v. 15. But if God’s departing froin thee makes 
thee more vile, it makes thee apoftatize from him ; it 
is certain thou hadft never life then. ‘This is a 
Saul’s brand, 1 Sam. xxviii. He forfakes the Lord 
and goes to a witch. Never faw you yet a gracious 
heart, but.the Lord made extremity fetch him in. 
. And no furer fign of an ungracious heart, than. to 
: have 


4 


“ay 
a 
i: 


ae 
ie. 


‘ 

he 
F 
: 


Ms 


TEN VIRGINS. 489 


have this blat him and drive him from the Lord, 


Mal. iii, rg. A man hath God’s ordinances, he 
finds no profit, no God, no Chirift, his affection is loft, 
and now he forfakes the Lord. O when Chrift is a | 
rock of offence, wo, wo to that foul! Now thouw haft 

neither fummer nor winter fruit. O look to thy fall 

here! ‘ - 

4. When men fo fall from the Lord, as that their 

whole hearts make choice of, and are efpoufed to fome 

luft, wedded to fome diftemper. For though the- 
faints may fall, yet never to another lover ; for they 

cannot fall into any fin that breaks covenant between 
them and the Lord, Hof. ii. 19. When men make » 
choice of any thing in the world to take content in _ 
more’than in the Lord, or together with the Lord, 
and hence defend it as lawful, and are fully free in it ; 


there was never grace there. For if any thing doth 


give the faints content, it is not their choice, but re- 
fufing: but you are wedded to your luft. David 
could fay, “ I have chofen thy teftimonies, O for-— 
“ fake me not utterly |”? Others chufe fomewhat elfe, 
not thee, Pfa. cxxv. 5. “* Thofe that walk in crook- 
“< ed ways, the Lord fhall lead them forth.” This is 
given as a black mark of men that are broken off from 
the Lord, Rom. xi. 9. “ Let their table become a 
 fnare.”? When it may be no unlawful thing, but 
lawful is that which banes them, 2 Pet. ii. 22. Sheep 


_may fall into.the mire, but if they lie and wallow in 


it, it is afwine; and all their excellencies are but 
pearls in a fwine’s {nout. 
ueft. But when doth a man make choice of it? 
-Anf, 1. When a man’s heart is fet upon a luft, 
and God bleffeth and profpers him in it. When 
God fills the ** backflider in heart full of his own 
«¢ ways.” His heart is worldly, and he thrives in it ; 
his heart is ambitious, and he hath his honour. This 
the Lord gives not to his people, but fome rod or o- 
ther upon their backs, Hol. iv. 17. “ Let him aléne.’ 
Qqq a. When 


ae 
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2. When aman lies long in his fall. Saints lie not’ 
long: I limit no time, but when day after day'a man _ 


lives in it, Rom. xi. 1oi “* Let their backs be bowed 43 


‘* down alway.”” O when a man’s heart and back is 
bowed down alway, faints are under Chrift’s care. 4 
3. When the caufe of a man’s withering is a wi- 
therintg rcot. Trees in winter caft their leaves as wi-’ 
thered trees, but others root is hurt. © If the branch- 
es do wither, yet if the root remain, it will recover | 
again. So the faints caft their leaf, and their branch- 
es wither in defertions and temptations, but they pre- 
ferve themfelves at the root. But why do others wi- 
ther. It is becaufe their faith withers, Heb. x. Qe 
and iit. 12, 14. Many a man withers becaufe of his 
faith. He feels many wants. “Why lives he fo? 
Why dies he in beggary? Why-fee, Mic. iii. rr. 
“When aman “ is twice dead and pulled up by the 
** roots,” fo that the root perifheth ; ‘ for him is re- 
“¢ ferved the blacknefs of darknefs for ever.” That 
the means and way of enriching faints is a way of 
beggary, to thefe it'is very fatal. There is fome falfe - 
faith.in faints, but it.is not wholly fuch. : 
O confider thefe things! No grace; what no 
grace ? I fay then no life, no Godyno fpirit, no Chritt, 
‘ no glory... Qmourn here! See it now, that you may 
be humbled, and fo faved. . Elfe you will fall worfe 
and worfe ftill, Jer. iii. 5,6... Tae 
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(Ue 4, HENcE fee how far they fall fhort of fav- 
ing grace, that ferve the Lord by fits and ftarts, and 
whole hearts follow after the Lord, and make much 
of the Lord only. in good. moods. Dying ‘pangs are 
not eternal graces; withering grace is flourifhing and 
profperous, wickednefs.. If the {pirit of grace inthe — 
faints be of an eternal, conftant nature; that is\ not _ 
the {pirit of grace which accompanies falvation, which 


é 
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_ isalive to day, but dead to-morrow, which a man is 
‘full of to day, but quite empty of to-morrow. Hence 
the propheticries out, Hof. vi. 4, 5. ** O Ephraim 
_  € what fhall I do???. What more means can I ufe for 
_ «thy good? Why, do we not get good by means? Yes, 
lickt up -by the fun; ‘¢ and like a cloud which paffeth 
_ away,” »which promifeth much, but is fcattered a- 
- gain... The Lord ‘knows: not what to do with fuch 
men; yet. how many be of fuch, that like Jonah’s 
gourd, fpring up for a time, and then die the next 
day, and they comfort themfelves under the fhadow 
thereof. . That take them in their mood they are as 
goodias you can wifh, more than men; but out of it 
they are brute beafts, not men. Whatever is in a god- 
ly man, the likenefs and fimilitude of it is for a time 
in an hypocrite. Would you have earneft prayer for 
a blefling? look upon Efau, he ‘ feeks for it with 
_- tears,”” and mourns for it for a time. Would you 
have following the means, and that the moft power- 
ful and fearching, and joy in it alfo? See John v. 35. 
« What went they out into the wildernefs to fee? a 
¢ prophet,” a burning and fhining light, and rejoiced 
therein for‘afeafon. Would you have hazarding lite 
for Paul and miniftry of the gofpel ® Alexander did 
thus for atime. Would you have people enter into 
covenant with God? Look upon the Ifraelites, Deut. 
xxix. with xxxi. 16. ‘* I know that ‘after thy death 
<¢ this people will go awhoring.””. Would you have 
thankfulnefs? Pfa. evi. 13. “ They fang his praife, 
& they foon forgat the Lord.” And thefe affections 
are fora time ftronger than the faints, like land floods’ 
and becaufe they be violeut and ftrong, they laft not 
long, but however, it argues a wretched falfe heart, 
Pla. Ixxviii. 37. «Their hearts were not right,” be- 
caufe “not ftedfaft in his covenant.’” | 


‘Objec?. But what man is there but changeth ? 


What body fo healthful, that is found alway in the 


. Q4 q 2 ; 5 fame. 


3p 
“ait 


but “ thy goodnefs is like the morning dew,” foon — 


a" 
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{ame temper? Do not the faints find their hearts foon 

cold, their joy foon quenched, their affections foon — 
{pent ? This therefore will difcourage them. 
Anf. 1 anfwer in two ways, 


irft, They fometimes deny the conftancy of grace, 
where conftantly itis, (for the fpirit of grace in us is 
like life, for it is eternal life. It is ever acting or Te- 
maining in the foul) and this they do by reafon of ma- 
ny miftakes, As ; : Sraw 
1, They think the grace of God in them perifheth, 
when the a&t ceafeth. Whereas a man may be wea- 
ry of actions of life, where life remaineth, as in fick 
men. A man may have a rich treafure always with 
~ him, yet not always fpend it. There’ is a gracious 
frame of heart which the Lord regards chiefly, which 
is before the act, and hence may be without it. The 
wheel doth not run that it may be round, but it is 
made round that it may run. Hence when the at of 
running ceafeth, the frame whereby it is fit to run a~ 
gain, remaineth, and this is “* the feed of God.” 1 
John iii. 9. 

_ 2. Many think the a& of grace ceafeth, when it 
doth not act always upon the fame objet; as fome 
think, becaufe they have not the fenfe of God's Jove 
always, all grace is loft, when it may be there is fenfe 
of corruption at that time, fometime God gives victory: 
over temptation, it rifeth again: Now the foul thinks 
_ the very act of grace ceafeth, when yet is now warring 

again{t the temptation ; fometime the fpirit of grace 
may lead a man to prayer and fadnefs, fometime to a 
man’s calling and cheerfulnefs. The aét of grace is 
{mall, its dominion large. ae 

3. They think they are not conftant, when they are 

not fo at all times as they are at fome times: As 
a man thinks he is inconftant at prayer, becaufe 
he is not all day upon his knees ; not heavenly 
minded, becaufe he is not all day long minding 
heavenly things: Whereas the fpirit fhould be 
ready fo to do and be at all times, and in every world- 


ly 


| 
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dy otcafion to be fowing and reaping fome {piritual 
good; yet it is not a feafonal way to be upon the - 
‘mount. Sometimes Mofes muft not come down to 
the camp. God requires every fit feafon for his {pe- 
_ «cial worfhip, not every particle of time. 
-.. 4 Many think the power of grace is ceafed and ta- 
_ ken away, when fome fpecial enlargements are: As 
@ Chriftian fhall find at fometimes; having fpecial 
work to do, {pecial miferies to go through, he hath 
‘fpecial enlargements of the fpirit of joy, courage, 
boldnefs with God, love and zeal. Thefe lafting not, - 
he thinks all is gone now. But look as it was with 
Jonathan, 1 Sam. xiv. 8. Then * he alone and his 
** armour-bearer went againft an holt,” yet 1 Sam. 
Xvil, 11. againft Goliah not a word. | «Paul to his 
death was a faithful and able minifter of the golpel,, 
though fometimes his mouth ftopped, and_his heart 
itraitened: The fhip may be going to the harbour, 
though fometime greater, fometime lefler winds. __ 

Secondly, But yet I confefs there is much change- 
ablenefs in the faints, and unevennefs in their courfe, 
and their fpirits are apt to grow weary and faint, o- 
therwife they had no need to be exhorted not to be 
weary, and when they are lifted up, they foon fink 
down, Heb. xii. 1. And hence queftion, Was there 
ever grace in this heart? But yet there is much dif- 
ference between the ineonftancy of the one and of the 
other, in three things : : 

a. An hypocrite’s affections when they ceafe, they 
are raifed again by fome external principles and mo- 
tives; but the faithful when they have loft what they 
had, they recover it again by a new nature, an in- 
ward principle; which is an evidence there was the 
being of grace all this while. Empty a pond, it. will 


So when a hypocrite is left dry and empty, if fome 
' ! sai halecaie a clouds 


ay ve ON THE PARABLE OF THE er 
clouds of difpleafure, fears of death and hell come, 


he is filled ; but a child of God when no fear. of death 


or hell, yet many times fomething within begins to — 
work, as in David, .Pfa..xxxix. 3. ‘¢ While muling, _ 
«¢ the fire kindled,”’ the fenfe of fin, to lie cut from 
God, to quench his fpirit, the beauty of grace, the 
command of God, the honour of the Lord Jfefus re- 
covers him, Heb. vili. 19., Deut. v. 29. They fpake 
as largely as any could defire, yet their, hearts were 
naught, becaufe this came,from no inward principle, 
but only from external fear. “ When the priett’s 
«< feet touch Jordan, the waters ftood on heaps ;’’ but 
«¢ when they are pafled through, they. overflow all 
“the banks” again, according to their mature. 
So when the word is preached powerfully, and the 
gofpel with authority, and the priefts feet touch men’s 
confciences, and they come to make way for the ark, 
forthe Lord, men in fits fall down before the Lord, 
-again{t their natures ; and for a Sabbath day men are, 
as full of good purpofes and hearts as may be, yet pe- 
rifh at laft, John viii. 30. 31. ‘* Many believed 
«¢ when they heard his word ;”? but then are you my» 
«¢ difciples if you continue.” All hypocrites pangs 
come from external principles ; and hence take them 
away their affections die. Sometimes the novelty of 
a thing affects a man; the tight of fhore is beautiful ;) 
at laft when.manna proves daily'bread, it is loathed.) 
At firft minifters feet are beautiful, they would: pull 
out their right eyes for Paul, yet afterward caft him 
‘off.. A Pharaoh in thunder and fear of death, cries, 
«* Take away the plague.”? A man in affliction pro-~ 
mifeth much; when it is paft, his care to find out. 
his fin, his feeking to be purged from his fin ceafeth.; 
Joath is good while Tehojada lives. A man is good 
in quickening company, but ‘* when iniquity abounds, 
<< his love waxeth cold ;’? whereas when thefe fail, a 
holy heart grows better. That which makes the one. 
to fall, makes the other to fear, and fo to ftand. A 

cons 
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sonceit carries a man on, but when his conceit is 
gone} he'falls; Look as it is with dead men, they 

_ may -have"heat and colour, but it is from the fire; 
a living man may be cold; and his beauty gone, yet — 


 hecomes’ to be hot again, not from external heat, but 
internal life within: He can get himfelf heat, as we _ 


fay, fo itis here. Or as it is with the clock and the — 
fun, the one moves by art, the other by nature. 
2. Suppofe there be fome inward {pirit to raife 
affections, yet thefe graces arife in them without the © 
deftruction of the contrary corruption. And fo are - 
like to Mofes* burning bufh, “ the buth burning, but 
“yet not burnt.” And thus it was with Balaam, 
“ fuddenly the ‘Spirit of God came upon him, and 
“* he faw the beauty of Jacob’s tent, and blefled 
“* them’’ above all people in the world, yet his covet= 
ous, malicious‘heart againft them was not confumed : 
We never read of Balaam’s mourning for want of the 
fight of their glory, and of love to their. perfons and 
poiterity ; ‘but’ the graces of the faints do arife from 
the dying of the contrary luft or corruption, yet the 
being of it remains in full power, though not in the 
exercife thereof, becaufe it is in fuch a fubject where 
corruption is dying, not living ; falling, Not reigning. 
Chriit dies, and fo lives in his people; where Chri” 
is indeed, there we are firft buried with Chrift, before 
we are raifed by him. Paul could do great things for 
Chrilt, yet fometimes is weak, becaufe his ftrength 
arofe from the fenfe of his own infufficiency to think 
a good thought. The faints fee great things, but it 
is in fuch a way, as that they ** that fee not, might 
*¢ fee,” John ix. 39. Paul is fometimes fet at liber. 
ty from pricking temptations, yet he hath them fome- 
times that he may feel them, and fo be raifed again. 
Hence many people {uddenly find they love the, peo- 
ple of God, ‘and love the Lord, but never felt the 
contrary fin ;'fufpect it is buta pang, as Capernaum 
was much affected, yet repented not. : 
DME OF } : se'The 
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couraged you people of the Lord, nor encouraged 
"you that aré good only in your moods, as the wind 
turns you; whatever love you have, it is whorifh, 
and whorifh tears, if you follow the Lord, and yet- 
have your haunts, whatever fervice you do it is Odie 
ous to God, to work all day for another mafter, and 
twice a day come to the Lord for bread. Do you 
think the Lord likes this, to tafte of his grace, and 
make a meal of your lufts ? si 


a 
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Ufe 5. of Exbortation. ‘FIRST, to them that are 
fallen to begin again, if God would but give you ears 
to hear, who (like ftrange eggs) being put into the 
fame neft where honeft men have lived, there you have 
been hacht up, and when you were young, there you 
kept your neft, and lived by crying and opening your 
mouth wide after the Lord, and the food of his word. | 
But now your wings are grown, you have got fome 
affections, fome knowledge, fome hope. of ‘mercy, 
and are hardened thereby to fly from God, Can 
that man be good whom God’s grace makes worfe? 
And that flies from God’s ordinances, and people,’ 
and private prayer ? Confider what thou haft done. — 

r. You bring an ill report and name upon God, 
Jer. it. v. “ What iniquity have you found in me.’? 
Ifa country be well reported of, it is no matter iffome 
others bring an ill name on it. Wife men will not 
believe them: But for the fearchers of Canaan to 
bring an ill report of Canaan, this is fad. 

2. Thou haft loft all thy prayers, all thy profeffion, 
nay better never to have ‘*‘ known thefe ways,” 2 
Pet. ‘ii. 21, than to forfake the Lord. _ 

3. No men’s mifery is fo great, Jude xiii. 14. “the 
* blacknefs of ‘darknefs is for fuch,’® Search your- 
felves, you may fecretly depart, when you are turn- 
ing to the Lord, as a {nail round about the wheel, the 
wheel moves it, but it moves a contrary motion of 
its own from the wheel: Therefore begin again. O 
but will the Lord receive me? Who knows but he © 
may? And “ heal your backflidings,” Hof. xiv. Be- 
caufe fallen, return: I know not how. <Anf. Take 
words, But the Lord may not regard us.” * You 
<‘ fhall grow like the lilly, and be as firm as Leba- 
enon. ) 

Exhortation 2. ‘© Let them that ftand, take heed 
* left they fall,’ and you difcover your hypocrily to 

Rrr all 
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all the wotld, or be like the hypocrites, whofe beau- 
ty foon fades... And here let me commend three 
things toyoue oy 1 

1. Take yeed that there be not found in your hearts _ 
<¢ a root of bitternefs to grow up and choak you.” 
Heb. xii. 15. If your houfe be left, empty, and yet 
one living luft left in it, feven devils will enter again, 
<* and your latter end will be worfe than your begin- 
‘‘ ning.” | You do not know what-hearts you have. 
“ Am ladog,”’ faith Hagael, ever to fall fo? Let 
there be a luit after any ereature, you will find the 
fpirit.of prayer die; then. to think them too long in 
the word, then to forfake the aflemblies of faints, then 
when your luft is met with to oppofe men, minifters, 
‘&c. One reigning luft will bring all into captivity to 
itfelf, it will flay fome, and make others ferviceable to 
defend itfelf, Pia. evi. 14, 15. . 

2. ‘Take heed of taking on you the profefiion of a 
Chriftian courfe without finding the reft, peace, joy, 
fweetnefs of fuch a courfe, Prov. ii. 10, 11. There 
is a fatisfying pleafantnefs in promifes, commands, 
ordinances, you will never hold out'elfe: for where- 
ver the heart finds reft, there it will abide, and for 
want of that it dies. As in creatures, if it had reft 
there, the fou! would mot be unquiet; if in God, it 
would nevefgo tothe creature. Some {weetnefs you 

; 1 full reft ; as men do find 
fome {weetnefs in’ creatures, and fo in ordinances ; 
yet-being ‘ufed to them, they grow weary of them 
becaufe they find no God there, “‘ no fulnefs of reft,?? 
Heb. iv. 11. 12. and go through all the world you 
fhall never have it: Get all the terrors of devils upon 
you, you will never ftand by that; confider therefore 
as it is in fin, there is the act, and there is the plea- 
fure, fo in every ordinance and. duty there is both. 
All apoftacy is from this, ordinances are too burthens 
fome unto men to be held unto. 2 Al SS 
3. Lake heed you negleé not private prayer, build 

| ee ey i! your 
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- your houfes:fit for that purpofe, though you fell fome 


of your clothes; you will for your fwine to lie in, 
and will you not to meet God in? one hour’s meet- 
ing the Lord in private will quit your coft : And pray 
for-this, do it left you do it in the woods, and de- 
ferts, and dens of the earth: So much ftrangenefs 


_ from God, fo much apoftacy; pray that you may 


hold out in this hour of temptation, that you may 


-with David, not * be forfaken, when grey-headed.”’ 


Thus you fee now the particular difference between 


wife and foolifh virgins, and what is the ground of 


the acceptance of the one, and notof the other ? What 
then will be faid? Can it be, That there are no gra- 


-cesin faints: Or, That there is no difference between 


the one, and the other? 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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Of Carnal Security in Virgin Churches. 


MatTrTH. xxv. 5. 


Whilft the Bridegroom tarried, they all flumbered.and flept. 


N this parable were noted two things ; , 
Firft, ‘The church’s preparation to meet Chrift, 
» from ver. 1. to 5. oe 
Secondly, The bridegroom’s coming out to meet 
them, from ver. 5. to 12. 7 Heist 
In ‘this fecond part, which now we are to open, 
three things are to be attended unto ; 
__ 1. The delay of Chrift’s coming, or the long-fuf- 
fering of Chrift before he come, ver. s. 
_ 2. The preparation he makes for his coming, 2 
little before it, from ver. 6. to ver. 10. by an awaken- 
ing cry, which makes all the virgins look about 
. them. | 
3. The coming itfelf; where thofe that were re¢a- 
dy, were with joy let in; and thofe that were unrea- 
dy were with fhame fhut out. 


1. The 


Wai Ss 
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wt be delay of Chri? 5 coming. 

Whence uot firft, What happened in the interim of 
his delay, and that is, carnal fecurity, exprefled 
and fet out from the loweft and higheft degree of 
it, 1. They “ flumbered ;” i. ¢. fell a nodding — 
or inking as the word mott properly fignifies,, 
2. They ‘*flept;”’ i, e. now they were bufied in. 
their fleep, overcome by it. — 

Secondly, Upon whom thefe fleeps and flumbers fell ; 
and that is, “* They all flumbered and flept ;” % ¢. 
though for a time they were both awake, yet good 
and bad, wife and foolifh fell into this fenfelefs. and 

_ ftupid, dull and dead, fluggifh: and fleepy.condi-. 
tion: 

Obferv. 1. That in the laft days carnal fecutity ele. 
ther is or will bé the univerfal fin of virgin churches. 

Objerv. Tl. That carnal fecurity falls by degrees 
upon the hearts of men. 

Obfero. Wie That the fpirit of floth and. fecurity is. 
the laft fin'that befals the people of God. 

Obferv. 1V. That Chrift’s tarrying from hie churche. 
es, isethe-general occafion of all fecurity in the church: 
es ;*6r'the not coming of the bridegroom. when the. 
_ faints! expect him, is the general caule of that. feomritys 

bak? doth befal them. ay 


per. i 


Obfere is “Trari in the laft days carnal anita hs, 
oe is or will be the univerfal fin of virgin church- . 
: When the churches are purged from the grols 
palliiois of the world, and antichriftian fornications. .., 
‘and bondage, then ‘sieltet there is or will be general... 
fecurity: For thefe virgins, when. they): rk, made. 
profeflion of their virginity by their burning lampsy.; :: 
’ were for a time all awakened, but at laft they. “all flum, » 
bered and flept: ‘This is the tern of, he hod of 
the churches. en 
ak Mat. ea 
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‘Mat, xxiv. 38. As it was in the days of Noaly, 


‘© fo fhall it be in the days of the coming of the Son 


6s of man.” . 

Luke xviii. 8. “© When the Son of man cometh, 
A eg he find faith in the earth,” i. e. an awakening 

aith. = . 

Hencethe Lord forewarns his people of this, Deut. 
Vi. 12. “ When thou comeft to fuch a land, beware 
* left thou forget the Lord thy God.” ig 

Queft. But what is this their general fecurity ? 

Anf. Look as it-is in our ordinary fleep, fo it is in 
this general fecurity : There are thefe fix things in it: 

1. A man forgets his bufinefs, his work he was a- 
bout ; fo in a carnal fecurity, men forget the Lord, 
his works, and his will; that which we mott think of 
while we are awake, we lea{t think of indeed when 
we are afleep : Take a man awakened indeed, O then 
the worft remember the Lord and his covenant, Pfa. 
Ixxviii. 47. But when afleep, the Lord and his er- 
rand is leaft thought of, and hence fecurity is expreft 
by “ forgetting God,”’ Pfal. ]. 21. And hence Jeru- 
falem’s fecurity was in this, ‘* they remembered not 
6¢ their latter end.” 

2. A man in fleep fears no evil until it be upon him, 
awakening of him ; fo this is another ingredient into 
carnal fecurity, though fin lies wporthem, they fear 
not till evil comes; as Jofeph’s brethren, though 
warning is given them, they fear not: Like them in 
the days of Noah and Lot. And hence job xxi. 9. 
‘Their houfes are free from fear ;”’ the mifery for the 
fame fin is lighted upon another ; yet the fecure foul 
fears not, as in Belfhazar, Dan. v. 22. 


ae 3. In fleep all the fenfes are bound up, the outward © 


fenfes efpecially, the eye watcheth not, the ear hears 
not, the tongue taftes not, the body feels not ; fo this 
is an ingredient in‘carnal fecurity, it binds up all the 
fenfes as it did the prophet Jonah’s in the ftorm ; 
when mifery was upon him, he heard not, he faw not, 
felt not; fo when mifery, ibe or fpiritual, is up- 
on 


a ru - Ae 
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-atnan, he that had quick fenfes: before, :-hisq eye or 


re not, watcheth not ; chriftiansnegled their watch 
fuinefs for their friends 3; the Lord and:his: Spirit,:and 


coming 5. nor watch againft theirenemiesithat daily 


‘befiege them; the-ear shears not the voice. of the:mi- 
niftry, the voice of providences, the voice;of the Spi- 
rit within; the foul fmells not,>taftes not the fweet 
of any promife, any ordinance, ‘no nor-ofithe grace 
of the Lord himfelf ; ‘hence it: commends:them:nof, 
nay the foul feels. nothings novevil, no:good the Lond 
doth him; that look as the Lord there faid, Ifa. 


XxXiX. Q, to. The Lordvhath. ‘poured upon you a. 


ae fpirit of fleep, and hath clofed your eyes ;”’ fo that 
‘the Lord°clofeth up all the fenfes;,thata matt is 1 
 ftupid; when he is fallen afleepinsfecurity./)s onli a) 


=isg.\In fleep there is a ceflation'from:{peakingyand. 


motion: there’a man keeps-filence: andlies ftills fo in 


carnal fecurity, the dari of prayer is filent, Havlxiy. ~ 
» David calls,it alkeeping of fi- 


7 Phale een I 
dence 3’ * Up, adi eee thou? Seek» to thyxt 

fay thie mariners ; indeed men may: talkyin their Pe 
fo men may pray in their deep decunity,/yet. not tho- 
roughly awakened: and theres arlyingoftill,:no pro- 
grets 5 ; fo in carnal fecurity the foul) ftands at-aiftay, 
goes ‘not’ backward, grows! not worfe; pbutigoés not 
forward Meat a one is ge aaa to. vs ator on the 
“ i gh sls eniitein ba a: 
ey steep the fenfes being Rttasihierk nthe motion 


hated a man falls a dreaming; fome dreams-he for- — 


gets, ‘fome ‘he. remembers; and in’ his fleep fully and 
firmly believes them ;:fovin ‘carnal fécurity;:mow.a 


man’s mind dreams of that which is not, and of that 


which never “fhall be5°a man’s minds grownvain, 


and full of fancies andidreams ;\thofethingswhich 
never entered into God’s: thoughts, fomething aiman — 


dreams of thé ‘Lord’ that thisois his awill.andimind, 
which ‘is not; of’ the world, thatids a°goodly-thing 
OF things*to come which fhiall never bes; b eid ae 
6. In deep fleep, though a man be avekenet yet 
he 


aloing:: 30. 


a 
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he prefentlyois: overcome by his fleep|;. fo that is a- 
nother ingredient into fpiritual lumber ; fleepinefs is 
predominant over his watchfuinefs; and thus it -was 
_ with the difeiplesin the garden, they flept ; the Lord 
-eamelo ace and ‘twice, and awakens them, yet they 
- flept till temptation furprized them 5 fearce any Chrif- 
tian fo-fecure in the chambers of Chrift, but he:hath 
fomie knocks*of:confeience, fome cries of theminiltry, 
fome  woundingsi¢rom thesLord, and they do awake 
him, etn ig RP Ha again. toVeds sen 
eBtL ), Disk STga2 brow - ant 
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OW E fall now thew the reafons why virgin churches 
in the laft-days:are ‘or will be overcome by fecurity)  — 
bogReaf! sq Becaufe that in virgin churches there are’ 
the ftrongeft provocations to this fin; which are chief- 
. Jy three. dita a 1S yRRG ng saat Son 
-/. gy Reeftcand places of peace, and freedom from‘hard 
Dondages) Jacob: may: fleep with his ftone under his 
head, ibut) much’ more eafily under his own vine and 
 fig-trees.ioyA man may be fecure in the times of trou- 
‘ple, but: miichimore in times of peace, when we have 
our beds made! foft for us, and-ealy pillows. . | Friends 
can “boldly defire us to reft, where there is lodgings 
for cus 2 the oworld bthrufts) us out of lodging; .while. 
the prick is at the breaft the nightingale awakes and 
fingsy:but»when that is taken away it fleeps in the day. 
Jin times ‘of perfecution Paulis preachin g till midnight 
and ithe! Lord as: reniembred. im: the fongs, and fighs, 
andoprayers.ofithenight-feafon ; but in times of peace, 
peacelikesJael’s mills and butter, ftupifies all the fen- 
fessvthough defimuction be nears hence Deut. vi, 12. 
Then» forget not, the Lord.’??. Do. you think that 
Noah mtheark, when the waters {welled above the: 
_pnountains, was fecure 2 No,:but when the waters ceaf, 
edjand ‘heohad his: vineyard planted, now he fleeps 
- jn his drunkennels; becaufe he knew not the ftrength 
tea OY _bomeasws $c fist & B. 2 : 5) ii ‘of 


nae 
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of wine. In the virgin church, where this leepiss wea, 
fuppofe this freedom from Vb iat ih Re GREE 
2. Becaufe there men are moft free from inward. | 
. pain; for where there is much grief and pain, there is. 
no reft, though all the honfe about be fill; but.when..- 
the houfe is ftill, and the body. well, mow-it is hard 
_ but there may be reft ; while the chriftian doth line ~ 
under antichriftian pollution, his con{cience hath.no, ,) 
reft, and hence it is awake there, here Caith.the. 4 - 


egal ten 
SiR 


foul) I want the ordinances of God, O.that,I had... 
them ! Here I fee fin and wickednefs abounding, that);, 
my child is like to be poifoned therewith ; here are. 
{uch and fuch fuperftitions that my con{cience.cannot 

_ bear: hence confcience is kept waking... But in vir-.. 
gin-churches, where the houfe is {wept of thefe, now 
confcience is quiet and at reft; now | have gota Le- 
vite ‘into my houfe, God is now blefling me, &c., 
Now confcience hath laid down its burthen,, it falls... 


| 


down to fleep ; now they cry, “ The temple. of the ,,. 
6¢ Lord,” &ec. A. ait eqesa Ss 439% 
3. Becaufe in fuch churches there is moft aptitude, . 
in men to fpiritual fulnefs, viz. plenty of the means ;... 
there is all the ordinances; in this Mountain, Ifa. 
xxv. 1. God’s feaft is made, and fulnefs of fpiritual... — 
gifts and graces, becaufe they have now. efcaped the. 
pollutions of the world, conquered the enmity of the.., 
world; now have come to a good meafure Of graces: 
and conquered the way of their enemies, got the bet. 
ter of them; hence, as the Ifraelites made peace with, .. 
the Canaanites, not when they were too {trong,, but. 
too weak for them: fo now the foul comes. to. be Stay 
reft, to lay down its warfare, and to yield.to a, truce, ed 
to a league to his lufts and diftempers for a time, . 
When men are kept fhort of food, now they awake sisi 
fo when the word of the Lord and his, ordinances, bak se 
rare and precious, and hard to find, now a Chriftian, .... 
can trudge after them; but when ‘men are full, now... 
they MeGterelt's Otis Rene: 0 tea. me 
4. Becaufe in virgin‘churches, there men are moft 
: nets apt 
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apt to be overtaken with wearinefs ; a man that never, . 
walked on ina holy way, may at firft fetting out de- 
light'in Thrift ; but after he hath done walking. in it,.. 
now he is apt to faint ; efpecially, if he fows/much, 
and reaps for the prefent but little. And hence Gal, ; 
vi. 9. “ You fhall reap in due feafon, if you faint 
© not: now in vifgin-churches, thele virgins are. _ 
fuch 'perfons as have begun to make a profeffion, and). 
’ have made a fair progrefs ; O how difficult now is it...) 
not to be weary ! Itis ftrange to fee what thortrfpirits, |; 
after the Lord, what large after the creatures!wéy 
have. “encima Seep bits ‘ful 
Reaf: 2. Becaufe they are the more eafily overes<| 

come by this fin, than by any other. 


at : 


rt. Becaufe it is a fin which a man leaft forfees or... 
fears: the apoftle faith, “¢ they that are drunk, andy 
«that fleep, fleep in the night ;”” and yet here men. // 
ileep in the open light; why fo? Men fee it not, men, 
know: it not; fleep fteals upon a man: !t is lawful.to ° 
fleep; carnal fecurity arifes chiefly from the ufe of — 
lawful’ ‘things, on which a man’s heart and thoughts » 
are fpent' they’ ate, drank, gave in marriage, they. ir 
- could’ feé’no“hurt therein. When a man is had be-» » 
_ fore councils, ‘now a man fears to fin, he knows he... 
- fhall be tempted’ unto fin; but when the Lord brings «. 
the fhoulder from under fuch burdens now to fear 
our tables,’ our beds, our wives, our children, our 
callitigs, our profeffions and the fnares of thefe, O it 
is exceeding hard!” tyr. ar 
2. Becaufe fecurity is fo fweet a fin; O fleep:is 
fweet ; meat is fweet, but men may be foon full of 
that3’‘but*when fleep comes, many hours are little. 
enough to entertain that : fome fins are {weet for a 
timé, ‘as'a fhort meal and away ; but floth is a fweet- 
er fix than any elfe befides. Leta. Chriftian afk his 
heart; when he can take no content in pots, or loofe 
company, or quéens, and can find none in the Lord, 
yet this will give him eafe, viz, his floth ; when he is 
weary Of the world, and of walking ‘with Chrit alfo, 
aes yet 


son IVES 
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yet floth ” is his delight: and ‘hencé he’ cries, «A 


ee Fittle® ‘more flumber, ‘and’ fleep, until © deftruétion 
& domes ‘as an armed! mah,” Prov. WiL-OS 4 0 f When 
a man” ‘delights © notin his wife, children, vyiehes; 
honours, yet is he ‘fometimes contefitedly fwallowed 
up with his fleep eidxeR2 bas 259} dguori saitl bas 

/ Becaufe fatan doth Hakeo his ftrongett’ sfenpens 


‘pelipaney to bring a man’ firlt’ intothi isin 5 thecaule | 


this makes way for the éntrance ofvallsfin avd miferyS 

no people fo happy as the: Ifraelites, whilethey! ‘were 
‘awakened and up with’God no’ omifery <eduld’ ‘hurt 
them, Jer. ii. 1, 2, 3. but when they forgot’ him,2/all 
mifery came in 5 “while the ‘ftrong | man keeps*the 
“palace,” his goods’ be! at Moped Pst is Hip ee rete 


keep: men fecure bits fille: [0 QMiMO9. 10 Ane 
t th 3335 OAs 7 DO S 20. SD 3 


5 oy a > | ; tazalls bans Sti tie 2 ba 3 
BHO 21 SE C ioe We: Q.<1SV- 2h eB aud 
aa ro) tt [aV3 tied 43 
@ Uf vi! Ler us ereire now examine : wlielhal this 
fin'be not our fin in this country, if it be‘not' begun’: ‘gs 


mong‘ us; if we be not’ fleeping, yet “are’ we not — 


flumbering? P if we are not virgin- -churchés, why have 
we the ‘name of it ? if \we be virgin- churches, thén 
make’ {earch if this be not‘our fin ;) ‘we have’ odlp! our 
 peds’ and lodgings provided, the ard hath’ madé 


3 


them eafy to us we never looked for “fuch : days in 4 


New-England, the Lord ‘hath freed us fromthe pain 


and anguifh of our confciences’; we have’ ordinances | 


tothe full; fermons too‘long, hod le&tures too: many, 
and private meetings too frequent, '‘a large profeflion 


many havémade, butare you peal Se a ifweary, 
not fleépy, not flumbering ¢' it’may be on ‘you before 


you ate aware, and you: not« know it3vand when fo 


it is, “it may be fo {weet that'you may be ioe traae. 


it, that fo ai may-forfake'it.. Letime knock: = 
1s it ‘not fo? Let mevcome to big ‘ware bed-fide 
and afk your conltracee 70 40189 316, SI9HR aod 
; ¢ MWOND. e3luag sip DIR By 


~ 


= 
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f their captivity, and fome 


ft. was precious,-but God’s houfe did lie, wafte, 
Hag. ies; 60:<¢ Confider your: ways ;” no man prof. 


houfe, dlotyuy accommodation, provifion for. children 5 
and. in-the,,mean, while the-Lord’s houfe lies. wafte, 


yon buyild.-not)up,that,-the fouls of thy, brethren is 
churchsfellowdhips. yea, of thy family are, not buile 


ups thedLerd’s;houle is defpifed now, and.it is like 


é. the, {chools of. the :prophets,: and. much: more.) -O) 


thought we, if-we had fuch privileges, how would we 
improve them |.,but,when, we, have them, -have.we the 


i. _ fame thoughts 2.do,.we not forget them, like mem 
that.come.to,arplace for-gold, and find it not withous, 


e 


coal,-that which.it will bears, 


and) miferyy! aof$cGento, the ant, thou » fluggard;) the, 
< fears. and provides againft a winter :’” Do notmen 


think. that,iwe have fled; too far for the crofs to find: 
us; or-as if, thetemple of the d.ord was fuch,a den as, 


. 


nojfoxes: on wolves.could followsus Anto ‘oefpecially: 


‘when there are caufes of fear, when wars .provlaim-. 


ed, and the caufes known ; and yet they are not 
poor : feared < 


\ 


ste, they came for the temple 5. 


POI SSiil DSIBVITC by 
oye Have wwesnototh ken, off all, fear almott,of fin, 


ON THE PARABLE OF THE 


bare ii 


3A Vent eee 


gee not idaid it to hence - ue sie roars, ol a ie 


‘people fear ? I believe we fhould not have had thofe 


Pequot furies upon us, butGod faw we bega an to fleép: 
‘wheredis the man that, with Paul, knows the Theta 


Sof the Lord,.and hence perluades. men ? when the 


‘enemy is‘ever about us, there is always. calle ‘of te 

este bn we fear but now and then. , ig 

“eog7Are mot our fenfes bound up ? Took’t ae 
lings 


6 Wiiéit fields and converfings, buyings and es 
“where isa daily, weekly watchfulnefs ” over “our 
‘thoughts and.tongues ? Look. to men’s 


men there call themfelves to account ? can ‘they find 
feifure orneed of it? arenot men’s eyes.  clofed ‘up, 
that the glory of God in the fcripture is a fealed thing? 
men have eyes: but fee not; are not men’s ears 
fealed up ?.fome fermons men can fleep ‘them ‘out ; 


man’svoice is heard, but not the voice of the ‘Son’ ‘of 


God':-O how many men are there. that become 
qr uite fermon-proof now.a-days ! Are. Not men. bloék- 
dull, fenfelefs, heavy. under , all n ant, “they 
tafte not, fmell not, whereas elem beT Say B he ow w lively 
and’ fekrinnal are they! a : 
4. Fs’ not the f{pirit of prayer, ‘that lamp g ding r¢ “out 
in the church of God ? the bleflednef 
ing plantations. in the world began, by 1 means. of t 
and {hall not continue but as it continues ; andi if'ever 


caufe to feck for profperity of plantations, thefé have 


‘need. 


* 


; clofets,, ‘do 


sof a foutith oo 
at, 


— 
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‘need. If God fhould take away this generation of 
magiftracy and miniftry, what would this defpifed 
country do? and what would become of your: child- 
ren,? then.no {chools for them, when’ no gofpel is 
deft among them, then every man’s fword fhall be: a- 
gain{ft his brother, and God fpreading the place 
with darknefs, which through his prefence is made 
light ; what little hope of a happy generation after 
us, when many among us fcarce know how to teach 
their children manners ? How aptare we, like to thofe 
Afian churches, to fall ‘into thofe very fins which o- 
‘verwhelmed them,’ and ruined them? how many fall 


off, and in time break forth, that it would make men - 


fick to hear of their pranks ? what place more open 
to temptation of perfecution and worldly delufions ? 
_go up and down the plantations, where is the man 


‘that lays things to heart ?’ who hath the condition of © 


the country written upon his heart, and prefenting it 


_before the Lord, rather than his own goad? O men. 


are filent becaufe afleep ? How do fins run through 


5. Haye we not fallen @ dreaming here? what 
meaneth elfe the delufions of men’s brains? what a 
{warm of ftrange opinions, which (Ikke flies) have 


.. gone to the fores of men’s heads and hearts, and. thefe 
are believed alfo : and more dreams men have that 

“are never fpoken ; every man-hath fome drunken con- 
EE OME AD Oe RAS A OR : : 
ceit that rocks him afleep * “dreams are quite contrary 


to the truth. What meaneth thefe, if menare not 


: fleeping ?, © Firit, drunken ‘drearns’ of the, world. 


~ Second] , golden dream’ ‘of grace; that thefe things 


advance grace which indeed deftroy graces that there 
is no grace in the faints, no grace m Chrift, no hu- 
‘man nature, no promife to evidence grace, no law to 

; | ce 


oo 


————— 
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be atule to them that have received grace: who ~ 


would think that ever any fhould fo fall by a fimple 
woman’ But if this be not general, yet look how 
do men begin to dream concerning the world ? fcarce 
a man but finds want, or is well ; if he wants, O- 
then, if I had fuch a lot about me, fuch an eftate, 


how well then were L? and ¢ contra, they that have 
it, and now they take their reft: “« Take heed,” 


(faith the Lord,) ** your hearts be not overcome 
** with cares ;” fo I fay to you. ; Se Ce 
6: Doth not the Lord often awaken us, yet we fall 


to fleep again ?. the Lord awakened us by the Pequot 
hornet, yet what ufeis there made of it ? doth nox the 


- Lord often meet us in an ordinance, ‘but he is foot 


loft and gone again? Is there a man that hath not 
had his crofs fince he came hither, as lofs in cattle and 


-eftate, a dear hufband, child, wife dead ? a fore and 


fharp ficknefs, &c. he hath been exercifed with, &c. but 


do you not fleep ftill ? if it be not thus, it will come; 


fear it for time to come ; but if it be thus, then I fay © 


no more, but know it, youare in your enemy’s hands; 
and in fuch an enemy’s hand, that if you mourn not 


under it, will open the door either to the entrance of * 


fome crofs fin and temptation, or for fome heavy and 


you where your hurt lieth. 


er Gar, “Vv. eee (8 


Ufe 2. Hence fee the reafon why men. are 
worle in ‘virgin-churches, than in polluted places, 


and why it is fo generally ; becaufe here are more 


temptations to make them all flumber and fleep; here 
their beds are made foft, herethe ftorms are patt, here 
they are under the fhadow, and out of the fun, and 
fecurity opens the door for an enemy : no wonder if 


_the city be taken though never fo ftrong, if it grow 


once fecure : no wonder if the world be entered, and ~ 


men are grown more worldly ; and if fatan be enter. 
~ed, 


fudden.wrath. It is fufficient for me this day tofhew 


Y 
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ed, and men grow more paflionate than before ; no 
wonder a man’s work be neglected, if he be afleep, or- 
dinances more flighted than ever before > never fhall 
you fee fecurity fall upon a man alone, but it brings 
its train with it ; when the hufbandmen fleep tares 
will be fown ; and when the difciples fleep, temp- 
tations will enter ; this is that which the Lord tefti- © 
fies of his people, Jer. i. 2, 3, 4. I remember what 
thou didft in times of ftraights, in a land not fown ; 
every one that touched you did not offend ; but in 
- the feventh and eight verfes, when brought to a plen- 
tiful country, they did not fo much as fay, where is 
the Lord that hath done this for us! But yet the 
Lord queftions his people for this, ‘< What iniguity 
*¢ have you found in me ?”” which gueftion you can- 
not anfwer without grief here, or confufion another 
day. You that are the Lord’s, often have heard this 
complaint, (for this may be your condition as well as 
Noah‘and Lot’s) but now fee the caufe of it ; how 
hard to awake one hour ? how hard to walk with 
God one day ? Short awakenings you have, but long 
fleeps (this may be your condition for atime) but 
* you cannot continue fo forever, if you are the Lord’s. 
But if you do continue fo, efpecially without bemoan- 
ing this unto the Lord, it is a queftion whether ever 
there was that oil in your veffel, which others have, 
when not only a man’s acts grow worfe, but the very 
fpitit of a man degenerates ; when not only the leaves 
- of the vine fall, but the vine itfelf grows degeneraic, 
and hence continueth fo ; this is a fore evidence of a 
woful ftate, Jer. ii. 20, 21. ‘¢ When the yoke was up- 
i on thy neck, thou faidit, thou wouldft not trani- 
«prefs 5 but the Lord hath broken thy bands ; and 
“ now thou art become a {trange vine ;”? remember, 
it will be an heavy indittment againf, thee, to be good 
in Mefheck, but bafe in Zion ;, to be then worft when 
the Lord is beft. ie ie 
~°Uye 3. Hence fee one teafon why the Lord put- 
fueth many afoul with inward terrors and outward for- © 
be sia {, 2 --- TOWR 
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rows. Thofe that are faft afleep, becaufe foft fpeeches 


i 


cannot awaken them, hence we lay our-hands.upon 


them, and fometimes, knock them, becaufe this. is 


the way to awaken them, and then they hear ; fo the — s 


word and Spirit fpeak toa man; but fuch foft ftill 


winds rock them afleep, rather than awaken them ; 
hence the Lord layeth his iron hands upon a man, 


and knocks by blows ; and now when affliGion is up- © 


on you, now you can hear ;, _whenias\ the winds and 
Water were ready to tear the {hip in, pieces, mow they 
enquire, why were they.fent ? Andjthe lot fell up- 
on Jonah,” who was then fleeping; itds,eafy,to, awaken 
out of natural fleep, but very hard uty of, ofpiritual 


_ fecurity : all the terrors of God on Jonah, within and 
without are htile enough. ; but.at laft he:could hear, 
and. run on his errand. 


, Plal. xxx~Oy 7s 1) Wihy.did 
‘God hide his face from David 2... he faid’-in pro- 
Kee! fperity he fhould not be moved :” this) was the rea- 


fon of it ; the Lord fees you have need of it\;feldom . 


fhall one fee an awakening Chriftian , without! in- 
ward temptations and terrors, or 
Oconfidet then if the Lord do meet with'thee ! con- 


fider thy own fecurity thou haft been in,,-or art, apt to 


fall into! ‘This is the fin you muft enquire-after and 
find out 5 and do not account it hard, though Jong, 


though bitter ; for never greater mifery, than: for the 
Lord to fay fleep on 5 itis one. of the heavielt judg- 
ments, for theLord to Jet a man go.on ina fecuré con- 
dition without blows ;_ mark: therefore, unto. the-end 
of thofe blows, to be thoroughly awakened: by. them 
for fometimes when the Lord fends them,..a man (if 


they be not very bitter, if he hath, any-reft) lays them 
not to heart,, Ila. xlit. 2 Belt Fire burn abouthim.;??,_ 


W 5 


and in this country I know not what,-curfebefals 
men; peace makes men fecure,and.forrow)makes 


may be fora fit in a faint ; but to, continue fo, this is 
that Ahab: O whenas thou.feelelt the blow, look 


men difcontented, and. funk, and difgouraged, which 


outward forrows; 
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now that thou doft ‘awaken, and be thankful for it, 
that ‘you meet with that you did never réckon upon, 
Nizil'to Be frighted out of fecurity thereby. 

s¢dzot ¢ ise Yo Oo.) HoT ASABE * DVS 
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=qur ei mopioiltts aodw wom bak; ewold Yo aroona bas 
batje4." Of Exhortation. YO watch over one an- 
other; by. exhorting one another while it is called 
¢ to-day,” Heb. iii. 13. Let both the watchmen and 
anembers of churches ‘do this $ for this is one means — 
lappointed by the Lord to preferve the foul from fleep- 
ing, 0" Theff.'v:\1) 5, 6. “« Exhorting one another3’”” 
agit isin cities, when the watch is apt to fleep, they 
thave their companies that are pafling up and. dow 
the walls‘the greateft part of the night, and fo they 
are kepe walking ; and we fhall find, that as it is in 
fown° where men’ are all aflcep, one bell-man, 0 € 
walking 'Chriftian will keep life, and fpirit, and ‘the 
poweriof godlinefs in many ; and. when he fleeps, all 
-are faite" Nothing in the world brings fecurity foon- 
cerupéh men"than’ fleepy company : officers of ithe 
‘churches’ watch not over members, nor they one o- 
-verafother; exhorting and crying one unto another 
to! their'work, ‘while it is called to-day :,O then let e- 
‘very man get up, and fall to this work of-mutual_ ex- 
horting ! go and vifit one another, go and {peak often 
'to-one another and if thou be a child of the light, 
fee that thou endure’ not thy fellow-fervants to fleep 


in the open'day in one duty ot another. Know, if 


God ftits thee; thou wilt awaken others, 2 Cor. v. 
“you** We knowing the terrors of the Lord per- 


46 fade men?? ~ 1°” 


> \giGonfider” thy labour cannot be in, vain here; 


“the "befP mietalled Horfe need fpurs ;, others are. a- 


led Ot siniis103 01 


toow will fay if Poknew fuch a fin I would {peak, 


“put I dare not. 
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Anf. It is the cafe of all the virgins, they have need Ba 


of it, Jud. 23.  “* Some fave with fear, pulling: 


«¢ them out of the fire,’’? Matth. ii. 


3, Confder this’ is one part of your warfare, to _— 


keep your watch, whereby you may be made con- 
querors ; you complain you have many fins and 
temptations arifing and prevailing ; never do they 
ufually prevail, but when you are fecure; firft the 
watch is taken, and then the city is fuddenly taken ; 
now look as Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7. ‘ he hath finifhed 
«¢ his caurfe, and fought his fight, and now expects 


*¢ the crown ;’? how can you end your days in peace, 


that cannot in fome meafure find and feel this ? The 
_ chutch is the city of the Living God, this 1s taken, 
and every man in it, unlefs you be watchful and 
*¢ exhort one another daily, while it is called to-day” 
And that I may not fpeak in the clouds, | 
°4. Their fin will be yours. . 
-Firft, Labour to know the ftate of thy brethren 
whom thou art to exhort; what their fleepy neglects 
be, and fins are; it may be thou haft known one 
hath been very humble, tender, affected under ordi- 
nances, made many fair fhews and promifes of grow- 
ing, and thriving, and fenfibly complaining of his 
own vilenef$, and now he isin a filent fleep; doft thou 
know this, and wilt not fpeak a word to awaken him, 
for whom Chrift fhed his blood, who it may be will 
do thee as good a turn, and make many a ptayer for 
thee?’ * Barnabas, when he faw the grace of God, 
«¢ exhorted them with full purpofe of heart to cleave 
«© unto him 3” : 
grace dying, 2 Thef. iii. 11. Paul heard that fome 
were idle, them he exhorts to work; “what good 
might one do? 7 your es 


Secondly, If you do not kiiow, enquire with a fpk 


rit of much love, how it is with them; as David of 
his brethren when they were gone into the fields, 1 


Sam. xvii. 16. do you not decline, do you not ftand 
{till? how have you found your heart fince Jaft fer- 
. mon, © 


* 


much more fhould you when you fee ° 
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imon, Sabbath, faft, afflifion? have you got any 
ground againft that fin you complained of laft year? 
&c. Suppofe you cannot do this to all, yet why notto 


-fome? Suppofe you have no other place than when 
» you meet them in the fields, doit there, Jude 20. 


« Build up yourfelves,”’ &c. Now herea man muft 
know the height, how high they are built already, 
how can they lay their ftones elfe? It is one of the 
heavy curfes of God upon the idle fhepherd, “ He 
« fhall not vifit the hidden, nor feek the young,” 
Zach. xi. 16. . seat 

_ Thirdly, Uf thou knoweft nothing from them, then’ 
relate thy own condition, this is a mott lovely provo- 
cation, and exhortation unto another frame; forone . 
great caufe that hardeneth men in their fecurity, is. 
becaufe they fee no fuch living chriftianity in the 
world: But when they do, “ now (Zech.-viii.) ma-. 
“ ny fhall take hold of the fkirt of a Jew, for they. 
«¢ hall fay God is with you ;” Agrippa was almoft 
perfuaded and awakened when he heard Paul relate. 
his converfion; although there be many impoftors in 
the world that do fo, tell me, are all things in peace 
with you? the devil is in you then? What, haft thou 
no temptations? yet many; doft thou not obferve 
how they prevail? yes; doft thou never get ftrength 
againft them? yes; haft thou no good days after 
them? yes, much peace and life, and prefence of 
God: Hath the Lord given thefe talents to thee to 
be hid in a napkin, this treafure to keep and not to 
fpend? who knows but that the fpeaking of thefe 
may awaken others? thefe temptations, and this con- 
dition is mine; thefe fins I find he makes a great 


. matter of them, Lord what will become of me that 


am hardened under them? this peace they find, my: 
foulis a ftranger to it; confcience will work thus : 


women fhould {peak thus to women, and men to 


men; others were provoked by the example of the 
Corinthians, to help others ; fo there is a provoking 
power here’ iy 

.Fourth- 
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Fourthly, If this prevail not, fpeak often to them: 
of the fins of others; in condemning others you con- 
emn them; and this will make them look about 
them ; view the fields, and thew them the tares that 
are grown up by fecurity; aud laying down thefe fins, 
you {trike at the root of theirs: it may be, you can- 
not tell certainly, Acts ii. 40. The Lord made this 
one means to awaken Belfhazzar, Dan. v. 22: God 
turned thy father into a beaft, &c. to live in the 
woods, yet thou humbleft not thyfelf, &c.. How 
many profeffors doth God deal fo withal? 5 -Stiyco 
Fifthly, Enter into covenant and brotherly promife 
to exhort one another, as David and Jonathan ; if.a- 
ny hurt be toward David, Jonathan will {peak of it, 
1 Sam. xx. Some may in church-fellowfhip be more 
nearly knit than others, to call one another to ac- 
“ eount, to tell.one another their fgars, to know of 
one another their progrefs. Canft thou not give an 
account to man? how wilt thou give an account to 
God of it? I am perfuaded many a man lies fmother- 
ed to death by means of this. Canft thou not get 
to the light of a candle? O then how canft thou ap- 
pear before the light of the fun? \ | 
' Sixthy, Provoke one another to frequency in ordi- 
nances, Heb. x. 23, 24. and therein confider one 
another? doft thou fee thy brother in doubts or com- 
plaints? call him to pray with thee; doft thou fee 
things go ill in churches, and men bite the bit? call 
to fafting and prayer, three or four together, as Paul, 
when he faw the fhip finking, then he exhorted them, 
As xxvii. 22. » Efpecially when you fee. danger near 
men’s hearts, ready to be loft in the world: In thefe- 
times fuppofe only two, or three, or four, fhould go 
and pray one half hour together, and tell one ano- 
ther their wants, now help here; in our times it hath 
been fo, one living Chriftian helps others dying. 
What art thou alive to God and family, where 
thou canft do but little common good, and. art 
dead to thy brother? it is made a fad fign of a man 
for- 
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- e¥orfaken Of God, if when he thinks he fhall fleep, his 
aft, and be damned himfelf, yet he would ‘Nave o- 
‘thers damned alfo. Tell’ me, would you have all 
‘New England ‘He in fecurity as well as yourfelves ? 
-No !'do you not defire it when you ufe not the means | 
thar prevent it; and that is, mutual exhortation ; O 
“therefore doit 5 minifters may preach, and every 
man fleep ‘fill, unlefs fome’awake and roufe up the 
oreft ‘(as fome when others are in bed and’ faft afleep) 
that ly a-dreaming : Some there be, that though 
doomf{day were to-morrow, they would fleep;O let 
‘ne’ petfuade fome one or two to fall to his work, le& 
" -your fecurity prove your undoing ; fpeak oft ‘one to. 
-anothet; forfake not your affembling, vifit one ano- 
ther, pray one for’ another, warning one another, 


that you may awake ‘with the Lord one hour. ' 21H 
40 wor b EL ek ak! * ; FQ ye aR 
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12Ufe's. QJEY every man not’only exhort his bro- 
ther}‘bur fear this himfelf; you have a race to tun, 
manyeneniies to conquer, fleep not left you fall thort, 
fleep not left you be taken captive : left in ‘exhorting 
others yourfelves prove reprobates :" 1 will’ ‘not‘tell 
you what Tfear, but Luke xxi. take “heed ‘left’ your 
fiearts be ‘overcome ; be not drunk with fome delight, 
be not filled with vain cares ; hence; prevent ‘it, as 
Noah “* moved with fear made an Avie © 
| Firfty Seta high price upon thofe Awakenings and 
revivings of heart that God fometimes giveth you; I 
am fure you find thefe fometimes. A man that hath 
nothing to lofe will fleep with his doors opén’ in the 
~ night; wherl'a’ man hath atreafure, he will be watcn- 
fal to’keep'it ; vall fecurity comes from an underva- 
Tuing of the Spirit of grace, and its prefence among 
us, Provy ive’? 3. keepher, for it is thy lifes and when 
itis loft, what are you but dead? 138 Ave 
~» Seéondly, Confider ‘thy continual dangers “if ene- 
niies be at the gates, all the town is watching ; one 
agai 12) would 
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“would not think the depth of fecurity that isin a care. ; 
lefs heart, Pfa. xxx. 6. “ I faid I fhould never be 


“* moved ;”’ he had_good days and a thankful heart; 


then God did hide his face: A man would think __ 


Sampfon fhould awake when the Philiftines are upon 
him ; but here devils be upon thee, 1 Pet. v. 10. If 


all be well now, yet remember evil days; would you — 


- know when? even when men fay peace. 
Thirdly, Know the work you have to do, and make 
it your main bufinefs ; when men have weighty bufi- 
nels of the world in hand, they cannot fleep in their 
beds ; and’as the wicked, Prov. iv. 16. ‘¢ They fleep 
** not without doing’ mifchief;’? and fo it is their 


‘main work, . 


Fourthly, Call thyfelf to account daily, let not thy 


foul long goon without reflecting, What do I do? 
. Harts and hawks kept from fleep lofe their wildnefs, 
but they muft be conftantly tended and kept watch- 
ing: So confider the account you muft give to God, 
_ 2 Cor. v. 9. withi1. Hence Hag.i. 5. fins were 
- upon them, and they repented not; miferies, and thofe 
were not removed ; becaufe they confidered not their 
ways, efpecially before the great tribunal of God. 
Tam perfuaded the reafon why men walk in their 
fleep, and go dreaming up and down ‘the world, is 
this, they confider not, nor reflecting upon themfelves 


to any purpofe ; what dol? whether gol? no fer. 


mons awaken, you confider not of them. 
CUA Bilis) 6 te ta 


| Carnal Security comes by Degrees. 


east carnal fecurity falls upon the hearts of all 
men by degrees ; for all the virgins here firft 
flumbered before they fleeped, they firft fall awinking 
and nodding (as the word fignifies) fhort fleeps, and 

‘ then 
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then, ftartle, and awake again, before they fall afleep 
for a longer time : a Chriftian is a flumbering Chrif- 
‘tian before he is a fleeping Chriftian. 7 
| _ The truth of this may be feen not only in thefe vir- 
gins, but alfo in other examples of fecurity in the 
- fcripture: as the old world, Geni vi. 2. .“¢ They 
_& faw the daughters of men,” they let their eyes 
‘wander, and their hearts luft. fete: 
2. Then “ they took them wives” for to folace 
their hearts in, to pleafe themfelves only, and not the 
Lord ; ** they ate, drank, gave in marriage 3” they 
came not to that height of wickednefs, to commit 
adultery, or to live in whoredom. 
3. Then they became flefhly and fenfual ; fpiritual 
things are out of tafte and relifh with them. is 
~ 4. Noah preacheth, and they flight him ; he con- 
demns them, and they regard him not. 
gs: Then God fets atime; no ftronger means tO a= 
waken than this, and-yet they go on; and-now they 
come to their height. og: : 
Secondly, The Ifraelites, Deut. viii. 12. 1. °° They 
« ate and grew full ;” here is the firft {piritual fulnefs. 
» © Bleffing themfelves,” in their eltates, herds, flocks, 
_ « Then proud in heart,” verfe 14. 4+ then 
« they forgat the Lord,” and all that ever he did 
for them, verfe 14- 5S: Then men afcribe all which 
they have to themfelves and creatures, verfe 17. 
though only in their heart. 6. Then “ cleave to other 
“ gods,” verfé 19. and here lie fo faft afleep, till 
« plagues come down upon them.” 
_ Solomon faw the fluggard’s garden over-grown;” 
now as it is in the fields, the weeds do not over-grow 
all the ground in one day, but they are a long time 
of growing, but by degrees they over-grow all ; that 
when he awakes (all is over-grown) he knows not 
_qwhere to begin ; {fo it is here. 
"Be fober, be vigilant ? fecurity is a kind of fpiri- 
Pe iis drunkennefs; a man is not for that time his own 
“man, not a fober man; now this is by frequent and 
pee ae ob he Pere Me often 
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often fipping ; a man heis half gone firft, and then he 


is wholly gone; he hath not prefently drunk out all 


his fenfes, not dead drunk ; fo it is here.’ 


Reig ep wad 6% 
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Reafon vy, In - regard of the quicknefs and. 
power of the life of confcience ; whether. it be ana-. 
tural confcience awakened, or a {piritual con{cience 


awakened ; it is with con{cience, as it is with a_pri- 
foner in a houfe ; though all in the houfe fleep, yet: 


he is bound, he cannot, and hence he is {peaking and, 
willawaken the houfe 3 fo confcience hath known, . 


} Ae 


Gt 
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thefe fins I have watched again{t, and been humbled 


for, thefé duties I have done, but now, now faith 


_con{cience, you neglect them, now you are worle, , 


now fallen’; now a man ftartles, efpecially when one 


any hope or leifure to {peak with any as they, pafs, by; 
fo it willtake men fometimes in their field 
withthem, and chide them ; fecurity gro 


s, and stalk 


foon done out in any man, hence 
fleeps, and then awakens again; h 
though they had many fins, yetit would accufe and 
excufe ; as thofe that come 


to dwell in another, or from a great eftate in a mean, 


condition, they cannot eafily forget their friends and. 


CG eWay Gl roy, xm pan 
and is not ©.‘ 


relations, but in time it 
con{cience is God’s candle, it will fhine, 
eafily put out. STC 

Reafon 2. Becaufe the Lord doth. never depart 
from men but by degrees, and hence fecurity falls up- 
on men by degrees ; when God is near unto men, 


then ufually they be-awakened, as the Hraelites before x. 


the Mount. Now the Lord, to thew the riches of his 
patience and long fuffering, he will no 


Ws up. eafi-, 
ly, but the awakening light of con{cience cannot be. 


fometimes a man... 
ence Rom, Is cok Sere {1 ; 


out of their own country , 


t depart fudden.— 
eo 
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ly, “and “leave the foul in a dead and fluggifh eftate. 

And hence'the cherubim’s glory, Ezek. ix. 10, 11.de- ee 
parted by degrees, Ifa. xxix. to. with 13. God doth : 
not fo deal, as prefently to clofe their eyes quite up, 

but they are awakened to draw nigh to God with 

their lips, which is of God, and then the Lord clofeth 

up their eyes ; never can a man be caft into a deep 

fleep;till the Lord faith fleep on, or till God clofe 

his €yés'; and that he doth not prefently ; as to the © 
difciples he comes a fecond and third time. 

Reafon'3. Becaufe this is the moft ready way and 
method for fin and fatan to bring the foulinto a deep 
fleep';‘nay, to make them give themfelves to fleep, 
whieh is that he aims at ; look as it is with thofe that 
fell things, their fcope is not to put off their commo- 
dities, but to put them off foas they may have mo- 3 
ney*or money’s-worth for them ; fo it is here, the % 
{copé of fatan is not only to bring men into fecurity, ©” 
to give them eafe and peace, Luke xi. 21. but to have! 
his money, that the foul may give itfelf to it: now as 
it is in buying of fruits, fugars, wines or {trong wa- 
ters, they will not buy all prefently, nor buy before 
they fee and tafte, they know not whether it is good 
‘or not, or whether they fhall need it at all or not : fo 
here, to lie in fucha fecure condition, as to neglect 
all means, to be hardned after all fins, this fatan will 
not offer, nor will men buy, or give themfelves to this, 
they know not whether this be good or not, lefs will 
ferve them ; and hence tafte firft a little lumber and 
fleep, and fo call fora little and a little more until a 
manis a beggar, Prov. vi. 10. as at firftin Paradife 5: 
firft look, then tafte, then eat, fo here. | 


hegeh soe Cc Ty I. 


Mies a re 
Do not think you are ‘out of a flate, of carnal fe- 
curity, becaufe you have many times fome’ quicken- 
ings and revivings of heart, becaufe they may be on- 
ly awakenings between thy flumbers, oo He 
pe) : afhes 


od 
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flathes fuddenly come and fuddenly go again, which 


makes thee ftartle, and rub thy eyes, and ftir up thy- 


felf, but down you fall again ; wherever life is in a 


Chriftian, it is ever a@ting for f{piritual ends ; a man. 


will awaken firft with God in the morning, and go — 


firft to him in prayer (extraordinary occafions nof, 


preventing) and he. will go from his prayer to his 


work; not as doing his own work, but as doing the 


Lord’s work, howing, plowing, fowing for him, &c,— 


Now when the life of Chrift doth not act in men, 
and aét_men, it is either becaufe there is no , life at 
all, but only the awakening of con{cience which foon. 
dieth, or elfe that living Chriftians flumbereth at leaft 


then; flumber is upon thee, though fleep is not ;_ 


make it out elfe any other way. 
Objed. If fo, (you will fay) who is not then fleep- 
‘ang é 2 


he awakens; take Paul while tofled up and down in 
difgraces and reproaches, his inward man is renewed. 
day by day, though the outward man die. The faints 


gs SPS ae sb 
Anfw. Take Lot whilft yexed with the Sodomites, 


have fome kind of fleeps when they are at their beft ; ~ 


but thefe are fick fleeps ; but thine are {weet fleeps to 
thee. LknowChrift may fay to his difciples, * Watch 
‘ and pray, temptation may be near,’ but their eyes may 


{ 
+ 


béheavy ; their {pirit may be willing, the flefh weak; — 


and that it is infinite mercy the Lord willawaken them, — 


i 
i 


a firft and fecond time it may be by fabbath awaken. — 
ings, &c. Many cannot tell what to make of them. — 
felves, becaufe of their drowfinefs and gofpel-flumber: ~ 


methinks this may break thy heart, cannot you awa- 


ken one hour? Know therefore your fin; it is a hard 
thing to be fully awakened, to have all heavinefs to 
fleep taken away ; the Lord hath. taken you here a- 
lone to himfelf, you do by fits watch and pray, butit 
is only as men afleep, not awake : The Son of man 
is betrayed, Chrift, and the gofpel, and ordinances ; 
and can you findin your heart now to fleep, 
Ufe 2. O therefore thake off your flumbers and 

- fhort 
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fhort fleeps, leaft you fall to fleep ; and for fleeping, 
be awakened by fome dreadful blow; look upon thofe 
men, Ifa. xxix. 10. ‘* God hath clofed their eyes,” 
that is a fearful thing ; look upon many profeflors, 
all their favour and heart, and life is almoft ‘gone, and 
they know not that they are afleep, nor all means can- 
not awaken them, or unfeal their minds again ; God 

knows how far you may fall, if you give way to a lit- 
tle ; efpecially if God takes away his minifters from 
you, and that the elders that have known the works 
of God be gathered .to their fathers ; efpecially if you 
know it, and yet go on in your flumbers ; if you 
will not awaken when God cries and calls; you 
fhall flumber and fleep ; like the fmith’s dog, the 
harder the matter ftrikes, the fafter the dog fleeps, be- 
ing ufed to it. I knew a man of great eftate, often 
quickened by the word; but he loft all heat and life 
again, and he prayed, and defired the Lord to keep — 


him, and yet decayed, but he could not tell the rea- 


fon thereof ; at laft the word began to grow com- 
mon, and he fleeped there alfo ; confcience told him 
there was fome evil toward him which he feared, yet 
ftill fleeped, and continued fo ; notwithf{tanding his 
fears would thus awaken him often ; at laft an afilic- 
‘tion came, he regarded not that, but was impatient 
and froward under it, till at laft all was gone, and 
‘then he looked about him ; when his houfe was 
burned, he was afleep; he prayed, but loft all by 
fleeping when he fhould have watched ; fo fecurity 
grew upon him ; and hence, no wonder though mife- 
ry met him : O take heed therefore of giving way, 
liberty, or toleration toa fleeping profeflion, and your 
{lumbering religion : as men will not tolerate cere- 
monies, becaufe they are the fruitful feed of the body 


of Popery, fo here, &c. 
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oH sili sogi. 
. Queft. WHA T are the firft degrees of «ibis (pititial j 
_ lumber 2, OTS SEM eae are a 
#* Anfw. t.. When men have loft the fatisfying fenfe © 
~ of the bleffed face and love of God ; when hypocrites 
“have loft the imaginary fight of it, and faints the real © 
_ enjoyment ofit, Pfal. xvil. ult, « T fhall be fatisfied - 
“« ‘when | awake with thine image 5””’ leep firft Thews — 
“itfelf in clofing up of a man’s eyes that he’feetniot - 
“any thing about him ; hence, fomething elfe contents, 
“and muit do it when you feed not ‘daily upon “the 
*“Lord’s love ; and when that, then vain cares” and 
~ thoughts (Luke xxi. 34.) overcome a man, and then 
_ | groweth a very worldling, as if he had° hope of “no | 
Other portion ; hence no mind after ‘fpiritual good 
_ things ; hence he fleeps at fermons, “hence “tie falls 
_ out into a paifion, and difcontent with his prefent’ con- 
, dition, nay, with every other ‘thing When any ‘créfs 


comes : becaufe thefe things are“ fweet to you, and 
|, God is not, when difcontented : the Lord kéep ‘my 
_ foul from entering into thy fecrets 5 O'confider it if — 
“you “have had the fenfe of the Lord's love in Bian | 
ments! and fome new doubts arife, and you aré'not — 
fatisfied with it ; now look to yourfelves 5 it ‘is im- 
poflible a Chriftian fhould do any work without reft. — 
Now as bodily feeding caufeth reft, ‘fo doth {piritial ' 
feeding, fpiritual reft ; feed and reft here, and it will 
make you fall to your work ; feed not here, teft*not 
here, and you will in fomething elfe ; and carnal reit 
will bring carnal negle@. ait Le | 
2. When men have loft ‘all f ar of° the wrath®*to 


come, and the terror of God another day ; not always 3 
a fear that I fhall bear, but a dreadful “apprehenfion 
what it is. Many Chriftians lofe “the fenle of God’s 
love, yet the Lord keeps them in the fenfe of “his an- 
cer, and fo they are awake ; but when both-are gone, 
or this is gone, then there is and cannot but be the firft 

: fecurity. 
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fecurity. For as it is with children, when their eyes 
are open to fee and confider the things of the world, 
now they are begun to be awakened; I never look 
“upon a Chriftian fully awakened till now, that the 
_Lord-lets him fee the things of another world ; and. 
“when this is loft, he begins to sleep, 2 Cor. v. g. with 
_in——2 Peteriii. 11,12. Some fecurelings thought 
‘all things were paft ; ‘‘ No, (faith he) there is a 
_ time a coming when all things fhall be diffolved ; 
*© what manner of perfons then fhould we be!’ 
Hence this being loft, men fear not fin, men prize 
mot. mercy, men wonder not if ever they efcape; 
hence men live and hang between doubt and fear, 
never make fure, becaufe they know not what God’s 
_wrath is: Nay, laftly,,hence nothing awakens them, 
_ that though they know their mifery, yet they will go 
on (the higheft degree of fpiritual fecurity) O then 
keep thefe thoughts awake! what is it to be forfaken 
of God! what itis to grapple withhim! = =— 
3. When men have loft tireir forefight, and hence 
_ provide not againft an evil day ; when hriftians keep 
their profeflion, and go on fweetly in their courfe, but 
to lay up, for after-claps, that they do not, when 
Chriftians like grafhoppers fing all the fummer ; but 
what have they to live upon in the winter time? the 
ant can learn them that,’ Proy. vi. 6. * Ge to the 
‘< ant thou fluggard, that provideth her meat in the 
‘¢ fummer ;”” the ant by a fecret inftinct (though fim- 
ple and little) confidereth therg will be a wintel, and 
. that fummer is her gathering time; foa Chriftian, if 
_ awakened (though fimple and little) will be taught to 
_ do fomething which may ferve him, not only now, 
but hereafter alfo: when men in times of peace and 
enjoyment of ordinances never fear, much lels pro- 
vide for that time, that all thefe treafures shall -be ta-_ 
_ ken away and carried to the king of Babel, Ifa. xxxix. 
when men in their life time think not of fetting the 
houfe and heart in order before the evil day, when 
men are not that now which they would with them- 
wx as & felves 
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my glory.another day, though | lofe now ; men will 
lay up treafures on earth, and PRT ES fo: themfelves 
and theirs; hence their hearts are oft. here, and lay 


in nothing fpiritual for, the future, J OtcFs 5: 


he that 
dw srt 
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more,; they grow not, Matth, xxv. 26,, 


nt ;”” that hid his talent 
did not, employ it; and here is ufually the b 


Nt 

he begi 

of a man’s fall, when (like one in a aMUuRT) he goes : 

not forward or backward, but flands full, and fo falls 

Prov.XVill. Q. ibs cheapie asus aa 
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“come to be’ the fhame of Chrift, not his glory + ‘It 


Q 
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‘you; now more than ever to cleave to him, is diffi- 
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cult.” 
“0 #2 When men fear not the danger of little fins; 


fcience ftartles at’ whoredom, but not at a wanton 

Aword ; or playing upon the fabbath, but unprepared- 
nefs for it, that is nothing; fin in a manner’ with 

‘thee ; the reafon is, becaule fpiritual flumber is upon 
thee. - : ay f Bi Suk * 

_" g. When men are deceived and deluded by 4ppear- 
ances, or colours, as thie Ifraelites when the Gibeonites 
came to them ; confident of themfelves, but deceived 
‘as the men of Ai by ftratagems, if ever your fouls ‘be 
‘hurt, it will be by appearances ; if ever this country 
‘recéive a blow, it will be! by “appearances ; error will 


pin by a pearances ; the moft vile wickediefs 
“huth been fo nd to be hatched under faireft colours : 
‘Uf ever’any fhall come under © an appearance of piety, 
“and promtile of ptoteétion, ‘fafety, liberty, only your 
sgovernment maft “be a ‘little altered ; flamber here, 
and you fhall fleep in your enemy’s arms ; grace, and 
She love of Chrift and the Spirit (the faireftcolours un- 

‘der the fun) may ‘be spare ; but if you fhall re- 
Bey : 


ceive 


36 ON THE PARABLE OF THE ee 
jeeive under this ‘appearance; that-God iwitneffeth | his 
‘love; frit, Dyan -abfolute | romife, where neitherigrace 
mor iifeiisifeen ; take rt there ;'iforvunder this: ap- \ 
“pearance: you! may as’ well brin. inlimmediaté: rev i 
(Sion aie lepmattant or dhe te acon niccrage} 
‘and then no wonder if-men. fall: 10 denyiall foundati- 
‘ons in -Chriftianity,,and feriptiire alfoltmtake heed ‘of 
emerecappearances of repentance intvevil-member;sbe 
-not deceived there s mever. was the.wworld more fiudliof 
craft 5- be-not laid-aileep|with appeararices:of truth : 
othuscyou. fee the -point opened. |) Stop sfeeurity, when 

itiserifen'to your ankles. left:you: be drow: edain at, 
vand>perifh am it afterwards © a5).o4 sd) 33 5; eee 
ait stugisd ie} essHtiite si 
vad? 9 ite oF 


eS 


4 ‘Satiisiq-onthess xe Olle 


ar ist o1.vhrst axe 3tare) “ded? Ad $f9 ak 
avert) slosGdba PordibncS BiG TizdD gas) oven 
Wendl fet isd saevirtt Het Nite bodsrey sai wiPsdy 
Bono in Security, the lak Sin.of- S00d and bad. ad liv 
BRIS OW: ar wth EY a2 seiodxs siftogs! oAy- 
Obf. 3. } fen carnal fecurity is fometimes the 
aay laft fin which doth furprife and o-- 
vercome the heart! of good an@ bad, wife and foolifh 
in virgin-churches. yes ath i eae 
“A Phatias it is faid} “That the’ laft! eliemmy “that hall 
se" be deftroyéd is'deaths?? fo this death, like’ fleeping, — 
‘sone of the laft’ enemies that furprifeth thefoulssof 
‘the wile) but Chrift doth*deftroy it; and/of theféol- 
_ “ith, butit deftroyeth 'them:: thus it was:here'with'the __ 
“virgins what was theit fin ‘that was-ready with their 
“lamps burning,’ waiting ‘for the bridegroom ?: youtfee 
‘the ‘wife polluted: with no‘fins’ till theysfell down by 
° fecutity (the foolith ‘were wanting? ‘to! get!oil! in“their 
veffels’ before): but’ ‘this’they fell daft in 03) whatdnto 
the open prophanetiels;. or! other foul'corruptidns 2. 
No, but “they all flumbered and flept,land we 
“Tead ‘of nd fin till afterthe bridegroom came pomany 
’ fins indeed’ there be; which like*braniches! bud from 
“the root,' but this ig: the'main ::and:therefore! lookup. | 
“On'the ‘next’ parable:you thall fee this ‘again ‘confirm. 
' ed, 


Pe 247 < -TENSVIRGING. © ay 
“ed, ‘to! flew’ the ‘dertainty of» this point: ‘the’ fervant 
thatihid ‘his talenty ver. 26, is éalled:* an’ evil fervant;’ 
owhy;: whatcevibdid he? heodid? not tavifh it (as the. 
- prodigal) uponothers, nor lofe it; but hedid) notufe 
ity fluggifhinefs was’ his fin); hence’ (faith «Chritt) 
“© thou: evilvand floathful fervarit. And hence the 
‘thorny ground flourifhed:and grew, and fuffered ; all 
aperfecutions~ could not ‘confume them what was 


ghee fin?) OMarkoiv.42. compared with Luke oS 


140 iit wasotheicares of the eworld; they began ‘to 
dream (ftrange) fancies came before fleeping) and: the 
‘pillow of their fecurity was fome worldly content: 

and this is the reafon why’Chrift and the apoftlesvare 
alfo exceeding prefling to watchfulnefs, becaufe this 
+s the fin that faints are ready to fall into after they 
have feen Chrift’s love and care 5. and becaufe this is 
the fin the wicked will fall into, and their laft fin; it 
will be jut preceding their daft plagues find hence — 
the apoftle exhorts, “ O fleep not you,” &c. # 
stp Rem ards 2g! gHGyIS! aes ue yO, 
6 bas siitqms! dich domw. an 6 ; 
diilooi. bus diw: <-bsd Sok op. tollyese os SHrOl ey 


i 


Weve OE 


MV. £. mutts lnow that the Lord in fubduing a fn- 
_gner,to the obedience. of him(elf, it is with, him as with 
> anvenemy in-arcity, there.are many ftrong, holds. of 

fing to which he, retires)and crefifts,, 2, Cori, X- 495° 


oaand when one; is down he;flieth for fhelter ,into, ano- 
viether, and) aaintains that,as long.as he can 5,0 1t, 1s 
ootwith, meno? OP |ase itais -with:divers fruits, they have 
yathein, feveral feafons of. growing, and then of awither- 
rieing 3: fodtis, heresnaccording, to feveral feafons-of a 
oman’siifep fo. are ‘his dufts.growing and. decaying 5 
| otheresarethe firfl.and the laftaripe fruits, soq4 om) 

ow bEirft;,Wakela:man that ig born, and bred up to 
_ yafome years, man isa fociable:creature, and i!s,a,m- 
sidery to liveiand:be-alone 5: hence the firft evil, he wlu- 
| _qiallyo¢hufeth.is evil:and loofen company jo his dufts are 
_Aagrosenup.to fomeyearssand now he defigeth-a pia 
be : oes eat mae 


ON THE PARABLE OF THE | 


tan hathia mighty hand in this; becaufe as the Lord 


whenvhe firft fends to “do his work, Ne fends two by 
one another in the 


one:another in’ wickednefs 5 “this; Ef: 238 the fir ue 
; 2 At eritense Mesa stir <i owes, THOV 

_ domi firt keeps from ‘the evil’ man anid this fin' is, 

for a time the dearett fin, for here he meets with fome 


(though ‘they diffuade hii :) more’ thai all chet Sab. 
vbaths of God, and hence he prophanés them ‘mo, 
than Chrift himfel€, and hence wh 


looks ‘to woinen, and this is as dear’ to” 
right eye; it may be God Keeps him f#6 
whoredom, but wanton | 


from twelve or fourteen years of age to live inthis fin, 


This is thefecond : Hence'Prov. ii. 16." firlt wif co} 
keepsfrom the°evil mani, next from evil Women.” 

“Thirdly, Itimay-be a man marrieth, and th n thi 
is fin owt of feafon s now therefore another Comes th. 


* 


its place, and that is)’ iminogerave love of; anc dro a 
fy defires ‘after ‘the world; Wind the wealth’ of if fop 


walk invrags 5 and “hence now a'man bégins to look” 
upon the eftates of others, and to admire at them, 
| and 


a 


upon what he hath, and what labour,’ 
in a faving. way may bring: hina’ 
ence burieth himfelf alive in the'earthy 
ols rake nes of earth; and uncertain. hiopens 
rhis is; gts fin. which grows up: (thought 

ome men. will not come.to this) but! fpea of 

the th ¢ at gO on in ‘the fairelt way)5. hence, Heb. xiii. 
© Whoremongers, God will, judge ;”? then ‘filet 
pat conyerfation.. be. without covetoutnels,”” tee 


‘ aja 5a 9196 
oa cre It may. be at Tan ¢ God. sereiGids this man’ "3: 


c a cience, a ad and he begins to. fee ,“¢ What profiteth 
< it me, to winst the. whole world and to lofe:my,.own 
Toul pal ence falls . now to take. up another pro-! 
feffion, tc fo. hang gut another flag, and, to lead/a mew 
li fe sa and now w. pride, in {piritual. excellencies ds his) 
fin i ‘when: ‘glory in worldly wealth dies, prided in fpi-) 
tual ery; lives. :.. ‘There. were. divers. of the; heathen > 
contemned.| the world, yet. puft up with pride i in theirs 
mae ma “ chufe. no, novice bifhop, left she’ 
“ d fz il. into, the condemnation: of 
e t eden pe ge om lets of mind.come,in when he: 
‘performs mis duties pubk cly,.. openly ; and naw, he. hun«' 
gers Siig tl honopr of men,, and -fets: himfebf. to: 
fale. oF is) O, faith Saul, honour me !?? when ‘he’! 
had; eae uid coveting.. of the: cartel; but pride: 

ask in him, full: And when: he. doth duties-private- 

ly, "he tells in in them,, and. accounts, highly of himfelf 
- for th em, though. they neither bring him. to Chrift, : 
but eftrange him, from, Chrift... Hence Chrift,char-' 
geth, ‘ ‘ when you. do, alms, donot only do. it not to 
< be fe en of men, _,but let not thy left: hand ‘know: 
“ -what thy. right i “doth 3” ;” take no delight Jin 

ie ;,. This “was Sit $. fin, As viii. he feeing the: 
gr 


BORA 


eae the apo oftles ele give any money: for them 3)i 


Sweeter now than money 5 -hence fuch 
all to 0 Saber pinions and.crotchets, they can ins 
septs cron fe oe to the, muna ant 


fei 38 etn bs € 
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so... ON THE PARABLE, OF THE ; 


be the forwardeft in'a town; but when to do public 
fervice, refpectis, gone, their love i 1s. gone. 
ol LFifthlys» When. this is dying i in the. Jaints, ghd fale 5 
len.down in; hypocrites, now w floth i As. the lait thing 
that takes hold upon..them, cand t isis ; fecap wal 
is. the honour,of men? what. is) the bafe. eh 4 now - 
sloch and sleep i is tweet. Now a man frit aa 
ing, and. this gives reft; and.n _bein ig here, Se- 
condly, it i is. death to come: out of cn and eh ate : j 
when the hand of God is upon me Ro. urs 
be at their fide and in, their heart, i it. ma yit Mat 
otherwile,; ; but elfe not; they will not. ay cy ee sh , 
isfo fweet to them, though. fins, be yet, to ‘be fu 
ed; timeds fhort ; God’s wrath is great 5 the 
aS .jtvis; faid,. “ He that . efcapes the {word "of Jehi 
<¢ {hall Blitha, flay. :. fo,.it is here, he that SIcARSs one 
fin, ‘another {hall slay him; but, at ait, sloth. 
-slay:z) Hence let a man look, what joyeth my an 
God doth not ;: wealth doth not ; ry ban. th. aa 


~ i} a a 
@ aha Lik Ad Gay : ’ a Se ae 

Bis Sinw.nrsicu, BoE by, Plage oe 

5 A ee 5 ts Pas bts 

ebgic..c} sor¢ 


oRbator: c ecient. it is. the: er dn Y SAY Ht 
feafon for this fin to arife, when all, rns te arg ite 
indeed ini faints, and feem to) be fall ahd eeraet | 
asthe temptation i is, fomen’s fini is 5 jw hen there ig 
the fitteft. temptation. without, i it broach hes.cor: ruption 
within, and i it,runs not) out before; for j itis her as 
in war: when the ene Kaaeer fen bela He is Be 


now they have shade (an. sa 
quer: So here, » Hence if) they fh 

the Ifraelites to be at peace wulhabe the Cana 
they firtt c came in and hag the, ing ey a 


i pee 4 


- 
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our th oats i jh Wime; but wher they fae eanguered 
then, ip if ~~: ae Gt is*faid, they Could not do 
arte ‘not had God’s promife for it? yes;-and 


Sit’ good, but ‘they ‘cold not,” becaufe 
1 y had no ite. 0 do ity they were" flochful, 
Os a ay Becadle it is te ftiongett fw 5: 
te firone as the’ bonds of death ; ‘itis a kind 
ritual ‘@eath, Ephet. vy. 14. though in- the faints 
ee death eternal. “Now it is with the Lord,» he 
Aye Belt’ mercy till the laft; fo fatan 'referves 

the ftrongett teinptation t till the lait; ‘and iti many men 
it i S, floth + Now. it receives a double ftrengtlys)<& 
bs Vs From m the firength of natural corruption: which 
Lay ‘emain ‘when other fins die, and in’a great: mea- 
the faints, when the power of fin is takemfrom 

dite ai ake thé beft man and this remains it 

is ihe ‘fickne 6 6F the foul which will ‘cleave to ind : 
Hence as it is with fick men, when 00 mind to meat, 
yet O a little reft !> it is: _greateft pain to walk, and . 
he PEnRS AE reateft pleafure to lie ftill : ficknefs binds 
ae > makes him loves his oe fo carnal cor. 
ne jon, t0 g eata Rete iis cok aolgel 
ftrength os leafare in fbn lawful thing; 

ritsth ane “fleep’s 3 belt pillow is ever fomeidelight 

in Lawful things, that is the Shadow : heneejiwhensa 
ue 11 Pdelipits not’ in” ‘gtofs: evils, yet in healthy and 
ie and an from dangers 5 5 and’ here he wale 


Lo: “ag LOTIONS: be ad ya bp fl gt 


s, as {fla 

Rei ia Ke ail BR Uniteeet sity fo, but) itis ie 
iat ipect éted fin. Whave known them that have been 
g ‘Aacions ‘and to ig thath been before the Lord hath 
a bay ee By aah they a had this Sie tel 


ae {Pe sf ee 

fie Teas but iyesshek or ceffation fox oe Mg 
bea val that oth sth war againit the: foul x but 

fives wit in hike-a friend 

4. It is'a neglea apiich ite beft have 3° asitafrm 


ae ce All flumbered and fiept.”” 
“3, The main work is wrought ; it is not therefore 
ne 


anw 


& 
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any dangerous infirmity, men think; and hence the 
apoftle, Rom. xiii. 11. would have them “‘awake ;’” 
why? we fhall be faved, might they fay, and had 
peace long ago ;_but (faith he) “ becaufe your falva-, 
ot HON IS Wearere cots put eo idk Wa tack acd 
4. Becaufe he fees many difficulties before him. to 
break through, which unlefs God gave him more 
trength, he coth not fee that God calls him. unto 3 
_and hence faith, “ that there are lions in the way ;” — 
after a long time of profeflion, then. God prefents 
greatelt difficulties ; and hence now floth reigns in a 
fpecial manner. - OS Pe Sis Pikes 


ROO: LO AIOE 


SO, i 8 Pony et 
Ue. ts HENcE fee the reafon why, many Chrif- 
tians at their firft beginnings grow, and thrive, anc 

abound in the fruits of righteoufnefs ; but afterward. 
fo poor and ragged; O the two or three firft years, . 
how frequently in prayer, meditation! O what forrow 
and peace! but after this, now they can find little 


4 


good they can get; little growth they make, unlefs 
it be downward; little life they have, and what,ado to. 
keep it, or to get a good fpiritual meal’s meat ! This 
ig the reafon of it; when they firft began, then the 
enemy was out, and they were up, and now they con- 
quered and had the {poils ; but fince, they haye grown 
fecure, and loved to sleep, I fay love to sleep§ and 
hence, little to be feen about them but rags; hence 
(Proy. vi. 11.) “eft thy poverty come as an. arm- 
“ed man,” Prov. xx. 13, 11. truly this is it, and 
hence no wonder you are ever fo full. of complaints 
in midft of means; where God gives you matter o % 
fulnefs, joy, peace, everlafting glory, yet you find no- ~ 


. ae 


thing ; fo that fometimes you think there ts no graces 


or are almoft of the mind that there is no grace to be 
looked for.in us; if not, yet finding fo little, ihete is 
‘No evidence for it: O your sloth it is the caufe ; 1ence 
it is you marvel at the Lord he helps not ; O you do 


not 


‘ 
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not awake, to awaken the arm of the Lord; you fhall 
know, if you follow on to know the Lord, but that 
vit dB not ; and hence the pricks and vexations you. 
ade ‘your peace with, and are again vexed by them, 
this is the reafon of it; O therefore go in fecret and 
eirich FE Stiipoed * : 
fay, I comptain ‘of my fins ; the ordinances and God 
tet I feek, and have not, when my heart fhould be 
fe) 


sth er wile 5, but O it is not becaufe I cannot, but be- 
cafe I care not; it is not becaufe of the ftrength of 
my enemy without,” but _becaufe of my neglect of 
watch and diligence within. I know it was a fin for 
Pharaoh to’ charge Ifrael with idlenefs, becaufe he 
commanded ‘work without means ; but is the Lord’s — 
work fo? Look. up to him for ftrength, he gives it 
them that have none; put forth that ftrength thou 
haft, he will accept thy will, but will never allow 
thee in thy sloth, but you fhall to beggary at the laft. 
ence men “ roaft ndt what*they take in hunting,”* 
Fon xii. 27,) after ordinances; O there is world 
there ; never fhall you fee a foul careful, but he finds - 
every fabbath fomething, cS o 
Ufe 2. ‘Hence we may learn the reafon why many 
Chriftians, when the Lord begeas to work upon them, 
have may combats and fore confli&ts with’ various 
temptations, and one corruption after another, and 
fcarce any breathing time wherein they are freed from 
fuch ; and‘then many ftrong cries, &c. but afterward. 
they are freed from all, and even thefe alfo; and they 
find nothing either within or without that greatly 
troubles them; but they go on fmoothly in a courfe 
of profeflion alfo, without very much ado with their 
own hearts 5 their confciences are at peace, their. dif- 
tempers are at p' ace, and lie not heavy upon them ; 
and they think God is at peace with them, and hence 
they are’ quiet ; the reafon is becaufe they are quiet, 
‘and let their fin, and fall afleep, and fatan, alone, and 
“hence ‘they? Jet them, alone: A fluggard faith, 
© there’ is’ 4 lion in the way, and it isa hedge of 
« thornss* many difficulties God {ets before him ; 
3 - ; lr e5 SGy 2e7 ¥ 2° ; : now 


a 
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how if a man meéts with'no Hotts)no thorns; prefled 
with no great difficultiesin’ his courfe;-it is*certain 
floth hath feized upon that'foul, and he is €arrled away 
a Smee ees Pg. ydw bas ; at tisds , 
“Look upon men, why thould'they beiquier? Isit 
Hecaufe fin and fatan’ are’ re tanglidia® othat they 
have 10 agonies und’ wreltlings withtheny? the apJf 
te Genies that,’ Eph! vis 120 Indeed! while he keeps _ 
“Yhe palace then he ig al pedcef land itis a fign he is 
 entred again if you have this peace? ‘but elfeRauthine 
felf, and all that are in the field; are oppofed)andowill 
have fiery darts; and hence the apoftleexhorts-to 
<< put off the works of darknefs, and puton the-whole 
“armour of light;’? wny not works of light? Be-— 
caufe then a Chriftian will find many affaults, Rom. 
‘xiil. 12,, Or it is becaufe they are men of fuch a re- 
—guea Ath; and foch pure metalythatithére needs no 
knocking, nor melting, nor temptations ?\P\confels 
the° Lord ‘doth not fee at all'timés the HKé need\but 
ives his fervants many fweét feafons} hs 7 Pet.’ 
1.6; 7, 8. * they were begotten'to alively hope, and 
‘they did rejoice greatly in’ that hopey’* Yep the 
ta hi feafons of trials, * mafiifold’ temptations,” 
ve, Te may be they thotight, did the Lord ever love 
Tew whed ‘Such’ defertions, fach fierteoppofitions? 
‘We. P know thé’ Lord may leave Davidothugy: ‘Prat. 
Ree 6. But then God was angry; and he fawitbefore 
“many days’: No, no, there is both réafon fer igeand 
‘Heed’of it's and why are you at peace now? Ibis becaufe 
OF Your floth; Jer xlviti. 14° Moabeat reft}*and 
“Renee fettled’ on her lees, thar they neither feel not 
‘Khow their fin, and‘ their feenris in thems though 
‘hone is {melt or tits ut ; hence never {tirred by any 
‘word? they hear, ‘ior by ‘any blow'anlefiebewery 
heavy ; they are now’ at peace withofiay déathoand 
hell, atid'are at leapue With them) Hay xxviliod 6 And 
“Hetice ‘as ‘itis, wherd there be two kingdonisimer, 
what’ is tHe réafon that there is ‘hothurt’ that the one 
‘do tothe’ other ? The teafonlis Becauifelthere isa. 
DHRC . peace 5 
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7 peaces why-fo, 2 Becaufe War,was fo troublefome,. and 
” peftywas: goods, fo it) is, heres, why are. men never 
. ay ere ta becaufe they, are at, peace with 
| their fin ; and'why fo? Becaule relt is good: O they 
Jove to-ficep-;{ I dial never oyercome it, or I have o- 


her work to follow, fay men, and hence, they {piritu- 


ally: war no..more 5, and hence) fatan and fin are at 
;, thisis, the guile of men, they think the main 
. 3s fuire > they maintain. name to live before men, keep 


duties wpon the wheels before. God, and have comfort 


often sand though,a world of, vanity is in their hearts, 
cyetiit,never, opprefleth them, becaufe they oppole not 
dts and fo are, quiets; a ee 


Bes ; 1d OG JUG 
ff *idgil to 2ttow Jom Si sommes? 
mo 2ilusits vier Bae (Le oN ‘sh Shug 


291 8 fout4 iy noon Sis ¥ ; ' é g ne 
on Obje BUT is; not Chrif’s yoke eafy 'and bis burden 
dighty falls ofifexeinefis 82 cio sox porpboml 
sw Ann abiiere is a life of faith, and a life of floth 5 
“prelt ;which) faith gives, and Chrift gives 5; anda — 
ireft which,a,man’s,own. floth and fecurity gives ; but 


: A ieee ; bib “vende >? 
© .Firfts-A believing heart cleaves to, the Lat and 


tion and hence peace with Chrift is maintained, not 
twith floth ;-as. Barnabas, Acts x1. 23. exhorted 


swith full purpofe of /heart to, cleave: to. the Lord, 


£ 


“when she faw, the grace, of God 5” teeing you find 


“wouldebe sche would be better, and know the Lord 
“more}; and; this quiets: him; but he will not be, what 
che swould:bes -becanfe his compact ‘and, covenant of 


é 9Ok3G 
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peace is made with ‘another; he will be fluggifh and. . 


fecure, and not ufe the means; O fleep is fweet, 
Prov. xii..27. “* The fluggard roafts not what he — 
x ay . q ° . Tre ae 
took in hunting.;” -he will not roaft it, there is 
trouble there. ay PW, Book "Sei 
Secondly, A believing heart, or faith, finds and~ 
feels its reft by trouble: ‘* Unto the righteous there 
‘arifeth light out of darknefs,” Pfal. xxxvii. “ Af. 
“* ter you have fuffered, God fettle you,” ‘1 Pet. v. 
10. ** Not as the world gives peace, give | it unto 
*< you,”” John xiv. 27. For the life of a Chriftian ‘is 
a life of taith, which is a life contrary to fenfe and 
reafon!-When the Lord kills, what doth hé intend | 
then to fave me? and when he blinds me, doth he 
intend to teach me? yes, that he doth, and by their 
warfare they find peace. Hence Paul at the end’ of 
vhis life makes his triumph, “‘ 1 have finifhed my 
“* courfe,” 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7, 8. this makes promifes 
precious ; when, though a man feels the ftrength of 
~ fin, yet fees the Lord will fubdue it; when a man 


finds the guilt of fin, yet fees the Lord will pardon ’ 


it for his own name’s fake: It is a ftrange place; 2 
Cor. i. 8, g. §* We were oppreffed without réafon,”*- 
why? “that we might not truft in ourfelves,” (whyy 
was there no way but this?) why, this is the life of 
faith, to-find life in death, peace in forrow: But a” 
_ flothful heart finds not reft by denying itfelf, and’ walk” 
through trouble; but by pleafing itfelf, and eafing 
itfelf of “trouble, becaufe it is at league with it: 


One that “hath broken league, finds peace by Wat, 


and then takes fpoils but another ¢ contra, &¢. 

‘t. A nvan denies the power of godlinefs, that is a 
burden ; his flothful heart will not bear that, that is 
too hot :ofor:the world carries a condemned carriage 
of them; and hence he keeps aname to live, and 


a 
et 


thereby hath peace with the world. i ee 
2. He wreftles not againft fatan, and his lufts, 
purfuing them daily, carries not ‘the fenfe and feeling’ 
of them ;. and hence being lukewarm, he“ thinks he 
a ceel e 


> 


~ 
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-€ is rich, and wants nothing, when poor, and blind, 
and naked.” eiiuaat do 

Hence, not wreftling againft fin, he feels not fin, 

»and fo. confcience is at peace with him, “ fin is alive 
«¢ without the law.” ‘a She ey Btls a) cle 
4, Keeping a conftant courfe of private duties, he 
thinks God is at peace alfo, and fo his peace gives him’ 
reft, and floth makes him, make a league, becaufe he: 
loves reft.: and hence we find, a Chriftian moft op- ' 
prefled in times of trouble, many times hath moft : 
peace, and ¢ contra; Becaufe as it-was with Gideon, 
he had his peace by trouble, they had their peace by 
treft whofe flefh he tore with thorns, Judg. viii. 7. 
O. therefore fear and tremble at their condition. 
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ic Mie Spa eas 2 gry sis ats ag 
~Ufe, 3 HENCE fee the reafon why many-a Chrifs) 
tian, after) he hath feen and felt the work of God’s © 
grace.in, his heart and foul, and hence hath been | 
filled with joy and peace unfpeakable, that yet after 
long, profeflion lofeth the fight of it, and knows not’ 
whether there be any dram of grace in his heart or” 
no;.and confequently hath no affurance: :but afk 
him, have you not known it? yes, but itis'a quef- 
tion whether ever it was immortal feed or no, for 
then it would not die, as I fee it hath; the reafon of 
this is, a man falls to a fecure condition, faft afleep, | 
forgets God and himfelf ; and hence though there be 
grace, yet it is not exercifed, Mat. xxv. 26. and hence 
not feen at all, 2 Pet. i. 1, 8,9. and one grace to a 
nother, and, then an. open entrance is made ; \ this 
makes calling fure.; if this they do not, they will-not: 
fee afar off ; why? becaufe they forget the Lord, 
which is one part of fecurity:: Hence we fhall-find in 
times of perfecution, never fuch afluranceras then, 
Lec. Xiils ult. becaule grace: is: never fo exercifed as 
then ; ane hence men much in prayer abound with 
much affurance (when Chrift was in his’ agony he 
) prays 
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Trans, more fervently), ‘pechule§ then’ a sg is" Sail 
ful, and grace mott exercifed ; wae | mani die 
_prayer, and grows fecure,, and hath little. exetcife 88 
_gtace, now it. is.a queltion whether th tl ere i is grace at 
_all or no and hence when 1 men come. to ) facramients, 
chow, oft. are they put. to it whether t ae d be: theirs 
or.no! and hence when men come : ‘th he \ oe the 
Jofe.. all comfort, becaufe . they” know. 10 ee 

thele, promiles are theirs.or No, becaufe-t 

eep, and not waking with,the Lord.” ” 
clay. no blame upon the Lord, but th} yfelfy 1 yt 
grace: but. Ihave not | it} = bily xyites dife 
of floth and fecurity, had I lived a life of | 

» Prayer, watchfulnels, and been ever awal 
.yhave feen my own heart, and wha helt fhe | 

aidane BE my foul :: Here, here: Ties” the mat = 

_ Chniftian, not in lofing all” race e he bi bd 

ing: ae exercife of it. an Soe Sed et Toe 
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SECT. owe ype yet scwes 
rot seit 70 
* Que CH QW foal I do this?" °° PS See 
_ Anf. 1. Look that -your eye be fingle, ‘ies me Lord 
_ be your laft end, and that with an infinite love you 
_»¢leave.to that, and then the whole. Poh will be. full - 
of Nights but if your eye be doubl 8° &c. “Mat. ‘Vi. 
24. A thip. that . hath. -but_one place to 0 to, ‘will | 
get thitherward i in open fea with every wind “ “Who 4 
_4s fo great as the Lore rd who ical wl bis “the 
~ Lord.2 doth he provide, protect. and pi! ty thee, » When 
thou feekeft thyfelf? will he. not do ietnuch! more 
when thou art fet for him? . Mgt 
2: Confider the fweetnels. cof th this, ne yl P80 cis 
life, Cor. 15+; 20lte °° De. ever a bounding >* why 3 
O. you. know * your. labour. fhal yaad in vai? 
vwAnd what will it be when ae | come: to Sgage: 4 
\XXXVIli,.15.2, 3.  Remembe T tave ‘wal 
| fs bide.) Bad 2. After ‘death; Rev.’ ‘xiv. za ne 
be you account them nothing, but they fhall follow 
thee ; 
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thee; do you not find bitternefs in the end of another 
life? you will find your pillow hard enough before 
you-dic ; O therefore get fomething to” make” it 
© 3, Take heed of forgetfulnel of the Lord, fot this 
isthe reafon why many a man is not ever up in walk- 
ing with the Lord, becaufe he forgets the Lord ; it is 
not becaufe he will not, or becaufe he cannot, but’ he 
emempbers not the Lord’s love, the glory of his ways, 
‘“ what an evil thing and bitter itis to depart from the 
¢ Lord, Pfal, xxit. 1 They thall remember “and 
-“turn,’”; Jer. il, 1. 6. he Lord complains of apofta-- 
-cy,.“< They faid where is the Lord ? { remember 
“© thee,” &c. So I fay to you, the Lord of glory re- 
members you, thou art written on the palms of his. 
‘hand, and like fhew-bread before the ark,’ fo thou 
_doft eyer fland before the Lord ; hence every mo- 
-ment he is pardoning, purging, preferving and devif- 
ing how to do thee good; nay, he remembers thy 
love, prayers, feekings after him, nay, thy houfe and 

walls of it where thou dwelle(t: O therefore forget 
not the Lord, that fo you may be ever feeking after 
and cleaving to the Lord. nee | 
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“ty. EG 4. ELENCE fee the reafon why men’ after 
Jong profefion fall into many flothful “opinions, ‘be- 
“caufe their hearts are furprifed with this enemy of 
“floth firft ; and it is God’s juft judgment upon men, 
“that feeing they love their fleep and lazinefs, they . 
“fhall be lazy by rule, and fo be for ever hardened in 
it. few Cee ; 
 Queft. What are thofe flothful opinions? re 

__ Anf. Firft, What is this but one, to make the 
Jaw no tule toa Chriftian’s life? as though a Chriftian 
fhauld be like a man at fea, and carried by the wind, 
but -hemuft have no. compafs to fail by alfo: In 
_ thefe laft times Chrift’s eeey office is chiefly ee 
Be ts ¢ ah 4 Fags ed; 
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éd ; merrare glad of Chrift’s tighteoufnefs and death 3 
to fave them; but’ when:he comes to plant his laws 
(as all conquerors do amorigtt men) they do then. 
{hake them off, and under a colour of loye to their 
prince; rake his laws fo: bonds, to-bind them ;, fo 
thefe think this is the liberty of a Chriftian, ‘the liber- 
ty of a prince to be lawleis, 2 Pet, iiic dg 

Secondly, That there is no attivity of grace receiv. 
ed, fio power to ftir till Rirred ;.. and therefore leave 
all upon’ Chrift, they can do nothing's ; ifhe gives no- 
thing, they cdanot help it; ifme. dotly, then all is well, 
wee es true, till the Lord doth help what can we 
do? But there is ah immutable afliftance of Spirit, 
whereby the Lord doth enable his to a more or lefs 
like himfelf, when ftirred up: And if you find none, 
becaufe’ yous fall fort of Chnift, donot think that the 
Lord ‘will be'a cover to fuch a cap, nora. pillow: fora 

~flothful heart ; there is a ficknefly in the belt, and matt 
be followed, elfe we die. 
“Thirdly, That minifters muft not exhort : : “Why: ? 
“what can’ men do? If fervants cannot abide to be 
fpokex unto when there is need, from.what) can jit 
“come dut idlenefs? What can words make. better ? 2 
“yes, “the Lord’s words have a power to, help or.ruin, 
when you fhall fay, O the exhortations, O the i intrea- 
ties I have had, &c. one main means of “reconciliation 
is ‘now abolifhed, 2 Gor.v.. 20% 

Fourthly, That Chriftians muft gather 1 no evidlentes 
from fanctification; ‘we fhall find the root of it | to be 
pit which ie ever floth’s bedfellow: 

. It is difficult to be holy always, but there will 
be’ ofehaty weaknefles and fins; &¢.-...° - 
2. When we do fo, it will be hard: to, difcern, what : 
holinefs it is, whether counterfeit or not. es 
3. When we do fo, ifs hard to. keep it, ‘but you 
_ will lofe itagain, and be put to farther fearch,, yand fo 
off and on :'T believe Chriltians make them, more dif- 
ficult than:indeed they are; but yet it is the, Lord’s 
way ; {cripture is plain for it; ; and a avoided becaule 
; dif. 
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dific which to many is fweet) what is this butan 
inventio! of loth? He {iD be. ER 


ly, “That what a mm: ‘cannot do, is always a 
chefs which theLord will patdon,: Sometimes it 

is; bat not heres for a man’s chief fin may be kept 
‘un ubdued from this ground, which floth makes war- 
_.Sixthly,T hat if once the main be wrought, though 

he never grow better, -yet he is to keep his peace and 
‘confidence 3.0 intreat the Lord: to keep your heads 
found (though thearts be fluggifh) fo as you may not . 
love, and defend your fecurity, and then go and leay¢ 
eh es Reeqillte Vimy Ard +t ee 4 


Z19GXO 210m 5°01. SIF iC; Ts 1X. 
reron bir voy tr he foe = 
tol t Be ip F a ae hi %E, 
Use 5s, ET this be a warning to all, that there 1s 
we an enemy to be flain; truly J ¢hought if I could » 
have got my heart broken, if 1 could feck the Lord - 
till | had gotten a promife, then I fhould be well ¢- 
nough ; Ono, there is.a flothful heart yet continueth 5 
dud let'it be encouragement to war againft it; O it is 
“the Jaft enemy, and then comes your crown, and then 
‘your warfare is ended ; and there do as Sampion, 
te Tord, help this one time, that 1 may be avenged 
‘for my two.eyes 5” Judg. xvi. 28. fo, thou halt been — 
‘nade aflave to itn private duties, and God hath ne- 
Ay thee ; in public, at meéetings you have been. 
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orced to ficep, that an Indian it may be, vif he had 
‘ftood by, would have jogged thee s therefore prays 
O help, Lord, this one time (though | die) againdt 
‘this one enemys thus Paul, «Cor. 9. uit. _ As, anim- 
mortal crown nothing ?” will. at be noforrow.to, you t 
“when you awakey:to lole eternal reft in,God, for alit- 

tle reft in thyfloth ?-O- therefore beatdown thy. bodys 

itis the lait, hence’ the worlt enemy ; fay as Judg. ix. 
"54, swhatthall { fall by a woman? fhall 1 fall by the 
York? 'why'did | oppote, luft and pride? O becaule 
“yile’s why, this is sworfe 3. it -18 the laft, and hence 
Sau £590 DIDIOTS M1 DME aot crete pe Chrift 
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esi it moft ; and hath he given ftrength againft a- 
ny fin, and will he not againlishis e O therefore ae 
God that you fall not here. at 
Goad: Wt yi\asas: ude dich, your Sets WO sO * 
Sur ts3S} 


Me re z PAV. 248: Gack. all. ca Asi? 
13 og metiogiot daum sd o% mid diene : 
“cham: fee, the. fittehe @ of ‘Security it his Churches ait 
staglsts ysi siiodi9v0 sd or ybssr 916 
| p HAT. Chrift’s abionc ence,.Gn tarryingdongo, 
. from ‘hence atl oceafions? 
(fost, man’s corruption) Falls, rity danthey 
! churches. ete ff edt y ¥9! da 2 ot pmsl? a5 
“While. Chritt delays, the Feet Aleepeth. $s lookias’ 
it” was with, ithe  Ifraelites,, when, Mofes; went firfttfrom? 
them Lup to ‘the mount, they had. no dpeech sof making 
ated but when he flayed . Jong from, thems: now? 
they make i it, and-make merry, with, it,5<; Ovitbisohere, 
x Exod. tai qe The | hey, BDH SIM attied becin's 


“is the promife of his ¢ coming? alls sing s:remainiags: 
be ae vere mad and enced teotar i, mayibesimishe 
ti tober) at at Jeaft in the heart, and, off walking aft 

© ter their own Iults ;** hence. Mat, xxiveiag. yeudee:! 

| Se as dmite, his, fellow, fervants (whatsis sthe> 
fo He ea ce Ment) lone; fimites, ithi; 
the hand, and: ithe ot 13 


fe 
SY, 
inn geo fa ecue ma a vl (though she:falls not 
rofane ea courfe, ut). he. can. bear, with. ity in O20 
the Sy ts fit by : tat eg others. fin without check p> 
what i$ the caule of this? «he» f aith (not; with: his» 
* tongue, but) in his b hearty My Lord delaysshis-bome,s 
| ing:” * The very {cope of the parable ianto dhew » 
the fin of, men heen ‘and to, preventyit. byswatehful. 
nels, il totdist ot fs somed:; eiaigh ont Hs mwor Hed 
=f} Of asi DOK QA ob, mi diod insbruds mood 
viola Oi : ELST LOM soit al. $1 ay, 4 Vi 100 SE Chlot 
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~& fatwyge. reer pavig off disd bas: ¢ fon it eeisd 
xd g gotsredrO S qrieiayss* tps 2 ° die bus Bal ae 

eed gon Nei voy isi bow 
nalts A OW and why doth this occafion and breed 
fecurity ? x 
 Anf. 1. An hae Chrift’s abfence front tite world 
makes him to be much forgotten i in the world | Cout.9 
fight-ourof' mind) especially alitole SHED He 
are ready to be overcome by oth 5 ‘ ay sen ole 
SpeGba te Begnenmig gall the: deepeft fecurity 
eke aoeagbiiaiete: 20 nomen, Deut. xXxxii. 18, 193 20 
whence the Lerd’ ‘faith, ce Powilthide | ny face fr ro, ) 
“ them, fo as they fhall not fee me ;, butI® i iit, we , 
< them, and aba. heir énd fhall be 5” and hetice th is. 
issmadé the beginning of 't feturning to the Lord, Pla, a, 
xxii? 39), os ioe ale nations fhall ‘remember and’ turn ‘2, 
“for thistda goth Bngle Pan OS AIG! 2088 EE 
Gedoridlys 'Becaulé theabfence 6f Chritt keeps thie fe 
things from being™feen’ wh which © fhould ® aw Dy) ie 
whichefertiblydoawaken’s that. as it is a in the: : 
“ bejowhere there! is viele nore, and dafknels bb 
salt things 5,2 tis‘ hard ‘how to ee ke pt Tomy, 
ley whe he curtains ‘are drawn 5” fo. whl le Chritt. Ee 
jsabfent, -ittis wkind® of “night (his coming. is. calle ed 
“othe dayyand se¢he day ‘of the Lord") becaufe | t be 
things of the ord are’hid front men: “And tho ofe are rey. 
thefe!pwo' chiefly. ebasdl oat 1105 te 
Ciataeereor of the Lord and ‘the “aba to ) atic *- r 
did nien ‘fleep 2 ‘all the fermion long (which lated. 
one hundred and twenty” years) when. Noah preach-), ) 
ed 2obecaufe they Rnewonot of, the flood ; °** fo hall. 
<riti bein the‘day’ ‘of Chrift’s coming,” »>men paar 
} notiwhat wrath agt éthoughts: 2 this ‘beeps. Paul's 
eyeowakin g) AG@oriv-9, Q, 1,'1t, | 
 pitPheexddedine FIChES and san of daoty’ “att ms 
fhall crown all the faints ; hence all the faithful have 
been abundant both: in doing and fuffering for the 
Lord} “(2 Cor. iv.) * It is not worthy the glory 
s* which fhall be reyealed:’”? Hence, Heb. z Bae 
66 ev 
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<- They took, joyfully the, fpoiling of, their goods,’” 
bécaufe they:had | ‘tin heayena,,more abiding fub- — 
<< ftance ;”” they overlooked all things ere when they 
faw that....When_ thefe, two things are feen (which 
are the-la{t things that fhall continue) it.would awak- 
en; but:painted fires and a, painted kingdom never 
draws :aman’s heart much.; 1o,pet her do.thete work 
upomfecurclings ;orifthey) do fee; them, they doon 
are hid fequtham againg theirslighidesangn hans 
not like the morning but declining fun 5..and though 
the faintsido fee them, «yet, they are very apt.to lofe 
(for'a time) the fight of them, efpeciallyif the Lord 
tarrieth); »and hence, Heb. x..they , had need,of; pa- 
tience ; but ‘‘ when the day. comes wha can dleep. 7”? 
-s Thirdly, In regard of-his ablence, do the; things of 
the world. prefent, and keep their,.glony before the - 
eyes ofnmen ;: for what is the reafon,.that, world ly 
things» (which men in their judgments fay are. vain) 
"yet they are of fuch price with.men?, dt is.withthena 
asitiis’ with glow-worms and tars. that. keep, ‘their 
fhining, and are very glorious becaufe the fun is fet 
forChriftais his in-hid glory, and whilft, men are led 
more'by ‘fenfe' than by faith, men,.dgat.,upon.thele 
things!; ‘they know. nothing: more Wain, yet nothing 
moré glorious. . When -Chrift comes. a, man. thall fee 
ali the world, the honour, comforts,; wealth, crowns, 
greatnefs of it buried before his eyes ; and when an 
end of thefe things fhall be feen; now the Lord will 
be precious; as doubtlefs when .they faw the ark. 
floating upon the water; happy,are they that are there 
might they fay 5 and hence Mal. di. ult, thofe that 
faid, “The proud were happy,” «what was.ithe Yea. 
fon’ of it? but becavfeot) this, ‘The, day, of the 
‘© Lord was not’ yet come to-make up, his jewels2’) 
Now when once the eyes -bewitched,with, the glory 
of the’ world, nothing caufeth, fecurity; fooner,;..as 
ftrange fancies in the ‘head. workija man.firt afleep, . 
Pha dexiil: oW hen David beheld the profperity, of the 
ees is em baer rock sft i gtwicked, 
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\ild be ‘prefently punifhed, and fmitten by fome res 


then the’ fécret things of ‘darknefs fhall' be brought 
“< téilight'4” But*now Is a time of forbedrande, henee 
a carnal heart’ is fer todo wickedly, and to: goon fe- 
eutely; Ecclef ited | eb vA ne ,thsidig pbitowon! 
Ye opithlyy Becatfe: while Chrift is abfent;:-confcience 


awake, ‘afid’hence a man fleeps’; for confcience is the 
Lord’ siwitnelss acenfer and notary ; now they witne/s 


men’s dontciefices théroughly in this life, yet itis not 
uftiverfaly but in’ afew; tobe thoroughly» awakened; 
and Hénce men are very fecure, Ifa, xxxits ngis Who 2 
© fiiall' dwell w we 
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yele Sins ALES a kocee. PELs vs Wane BLE es Si He POAT Snip “wt 

OTe te H ENCE we fee the vilenefs of the hearts 
Gee xb f SP cee ree, ee . . oe 

of men, that Chrift?s-abfence (which time is given to 


fjould turn day mto night, a day of forbearance, into 


‘fiich day sPaelayohis comin g for this end, and do we 
thus fequite the Lord? 2 Peter iil. 9. Chrift himfelt 
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doth his work while iris light ; * the night conieth. « 
“« wherein no man’ can work,’? John xii. 352) 99." 
Now what a croffing of the Lord is this? If he thould » 
come, thou fhouldft be confumed by him ; and if-he. 
doth not come, you will grow fecurebefore him. . 
'Ufe2. Hence fee the reafon why the hearts of men 
are fo fecure in times of health and peace, but they cry 
out and look about them in times of ficknefs, and when 
the approach of death is near, becaufe-Chriftinow bes: 
gins to come, and Chrift’s prefence is ‘near in great’ 
terror, and feverity, and glory; nowthe foulbegins’ 
to fee Chrift, and how he mutt fhortly ftand naked a- 
lone (itript of all comforts and friends) before:an alls: 
feeing God ; and now they look about for evidences 
but before, the Lord would not come’as yet, he de- 
lays his coming, I may live many years and provide 
thus and thus for my children, &c. Ovmen complain é 
of fecure carelefs hearts, and the caufe is: this, they 
fee not this day a coming. © ii 
Hence fee one fpecial way to prevent and remove 
fecurity when it is fallen upon the hearts: of any, and 
that is by daily fetting before you the coming of 
the Lord; the apoftles penned this, and faints. 
believe this, 1Theff. i. ult. I am: perfuaded’ fome 
men have had in their dreams the vifions of the Al. 
mighty, of which Job fpeaks, and have been awaken» 
_ ed in terror and fear, even with the dream of it ; but 
how would this awaken if feen and beheld whilft in- 
deed you are awake! Many monkifh fpirits have 
been much awakened in their fuperttitious: way by 
this ; butthe fpirit of a Paul will be much more ; for 
by this means he awakened all the world to look about 
them, 2 Cor. v. 11. And for himfelf, this:did make | 
him exercife himfelf, A@s xxiv. 5, 16. folit will be 
with you; you will not only be awake yourfelves, but 
keep all awake about you ; and this is not legal 
neither thus to do. It is certain if you contplain of 
fecurity, | dare complain againft you, that this isothe 
caufe ; you look upon the coming of the Lordias’ a 
long 
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Seal nly ‘2 Sis a Mint with 
ere. there..18. the, power, of grace, it. it, 
elents Seca BEL 1 which { fhall be fo' ‘y Fa ath. 
er rome things not feen,’, it puss wh dnin, 
their beings seatvis the . evidence. of things not Sects 
an arere ene work upon Yous, Ef {pecial- - 
thi - onthefeour, things. at that da ays... ae a 
1. The cone of all things } here, in the World, 
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epaleasl bien ana vey “of age “Telus (when 
Chr nae ge rane rk liverer to refrefh thy fad 
t)-and all his Sins. at,that day 3 ‘Took upon 
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{tand amazed at them, and then, when judgment: 1s 
done, up they go ot heaven, (the third heaven) with 
a‘fhout, and fo be ever with the Lord.: And’ then, 
3. Confider the fierce wrath upon Treprobates, who 
fhall rife like toads coming out of their holes in’ wins 
ter time, ftanding - before Chrift’s tribunal, crying 
out of the day that ever they wereborn,. and receiv" 
ing their final doom ; imagine the filence ~while the 
Lord. is pronouncing the fentence ; and when palt © 
acry ; and then Chrift to depart, and thut up him- 
felf in heaven with his faints, the reprobate never to 
fee him nor his face any more; are thefe things tales, 
fables, notions ? if they be, blot out the fcripture ; 
but if real, O then. who can but awake! If God : 
intends ‘mercy to. you, the thoughts of thefe things: 
will awake you, you fhall fee them really : if nor; 
they fhall awaken you by feeling of ‘them, 96) © 70 
4. Confider how many will be found too light ati! 
that day. Vee PRLS RE NRE ae 
Secondly, Make. this day prefent : optic glaffes » 
will take within, them the prefent image of things afar 
off ; a. mud-wall cannot give the form of them >to" 
by faith look. at thefe that be to come as near: for 
if we fee really the Lord’s coming, but we look up- 
on. it as a thing that is afar off, it will not effed +» 
nhowa. thing may be prefent to. faith which is not’ 
tofenfe ; it may be the laft and great coming of the! 
Lord is not vety nigh (although we are doubtlefs in 
the laft times) but the beginning of this, thy petty 
feflions before that: general affize, may be nich, Ov 
therefore make it prefent, ua SA ee | 
Queft. How hall we make it prefent 2 : 
Anf. 1. By pondering that fpeech of Chrift fpoken 
to that end, Mat. xxiv. 44. “In an hour ye think not 
“* of, he comes 3°? fo either thy time is when thou © 
_ thinkeft it js nigh, and then you attain the thine; or | 
when far off; why then ise the tinte, and that he will 
not come prefently is more than you can fay; you fee 
with wrong eyes; and wrong the Lord’s patience. 
3 2. By 
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..2. By comparing the prefent time with eternity to 
ome; for look.as it is with -bafe and little things, 
ook. upon them in themfelves, they are not bafe; but a4 
-ompared.with things excellent, as the Prophet thew- q 
th, Ifa. xl. «7, fo the time of this life, grant it be ne- 
yer fo long, look upon itfelf, it is long : but compared 
with eternity, itisexceeding fhort : Set a prick alone 
ind you may perceive it, but when made at the begin- 
ning of.a line itis fearcely. perceptible ; this time of . 
ife. upon which we fit is but a point of eternity: O 
eternity, will. amaze» you, and make this time fhort, 
yea,| nothing». Mofes hence ** forfook Pharaoh’s ho- 
© nour,” becaufe ‘of the pleafures of fin for a fea-' 
‘fon ;’? and.Paul calls * afflictions fhort,’’? when he 
faw “the eternal glory which fhould be revealed :’? 
©. that you, could think this time to be as the delivery 
of a child by many pangs into the world, fo you by’ 
many /forrows.are palling a fhort paflage to eternity.. — 
3. By making earthly things nothing, or mot as- 
sreat things ; Aman’s friend is nigh ‘to. him, but — 
there be trees and hills between them,,and if thefe 
were down, or he could get above them, he, would - 
eafily fee and fay, OI fee him coming, he is even at 
the door, James v. 8. So Chrift is nigh unto us, and 
we to him; but the things of the world, mountains, 
and hills, and cattle, and ground, this and that {tands 
between this and our fight, that we cannot fee the 
Lord; thefe things are fo great, that the Lord is lit- 
tle, that though near, we cannot fee,him ; now when 
God cuts down thefe things at ficknefs, or when we 
can get above the world, now we can fee them while 
we look at them as they are, 2 Cor. iv. Prov. xvill. 
1. * he rich man’s -wealth is a tower in his con- 
« ceit’? (all things are fwayed by conceit) pull down 
that, now, you make all naked before you to fee’ the 
Lord nighsy 444 \q ott Disabil 
Thirdly, Do thus- daily; elfe you will grow fe- 
eure by little and little: O that I could prevail with 
youto {et before you one day this time! how would 
; 2 ; 


4 


So 
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it keep your hearts from dreaming and doating upon 
thefé things :» 1. When any forrow, that day will re- — 
refreth ; 2. When any duty done, that day will recom- 
pence; 3. When in want, yerfulbat that day; 4. 
When in mifery mow, blefled then. Whena man is. 
~ ready with light and lamp at’ all'watches*of the ni¢ht, 
~ O dleffed then! “you can *hardly’ keep" from fecurity 
and careleflnefs by this, how wilf you then do with- 
\oubit? you will diein fecurity, °° 
‘ ; \y ; 


aheo4 
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shear Dyer) LiET ‘thisbe a warning to all thofélwho 
~ ©“Shave'pafled the firft age of their: Chriftianoife, ‘after 
_ § ‘you"have waited long and tarriéd for the bridegroom 
“take heed of fecurity, and think this may o¢cafion it, — 
viz. the bridegroom’s delay >»: In thefirftheat of 
“S!Oyour youthful affections, theré is not that danger then 
as new, left you grow decrepit; paflive} and:dull ; 
of? and therefore think, whatever elfell doj‘Irwillbe fure 
to keep this deor, it fhall not come intheres:and yet 
¢° tdowemnot fee men fall here j-one wouldthink it fhould 
to “fiot‘be fo in thefe times, when’ God «calls foomany of 
oO) his fervants''to heaven to’ him, and) is hacking Jat fo 
ou'manhy pofts and pillars of this tabernacle 5» efpecially 
°° “eonfideting withal that it is no timetofeek « great things 
v2 to yourfelves': ‘* Thou fhalt have thy life tor a ptey,” 
| (a8 Hefaid to Baruch:): “Who is it-that thinks it long 
©) todeath, that 'is within a day’s walk of his grave! O 
“if you have your life, you are well’; you may be glad 
ofa place to die ims lesqi Wort 
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midoet firw veo tar? sr ; 

Be yebOf Chrif?'s awakening Cry before his Coming». 

aT Meh 6. Sw Sit . ah 

od Vere 6s And-at midnight there wasa cry made, Bebold the 

pin Bridegroom cometh; go ye forth to meet him. 7» Then, all 

eG Virgins arofe and trimmed their lamps. 8...Aud the 
foolif faid unto the wife, Give us of your oil, for cur lamps 

are gone out. 9. But the wife anfwered faying, Not fo,” left 
there be not enough for us and you ; but go ye rather to them 
that fell, and buy for yourfelves. 


odwNuthéfe words is fet. down the preparation made 
vo dg. fometime before the bridegroom’s coming ; and 


mo thatlis by ai “ cry’’ that “ the bridegroom comieth ee 
yi rand therefore the’churches fhould meet him: This is 


»/\ctarchangel and trump of God: 1 Thefl'4. wit. which 
oem (asi do not wholly exclude) becaufe there: fhall be 
** »-fach a clamour before the Lord comes, as at the giv- 
eno limg of the law: fo at the time when the world fhall be 
©) |judged by the law: fothis) circumftance is added (as _ 
belo Pareus and others interpret) in regard of the parable, 
which fpeaks of Chrift’s coming under the fimilitude 
of a wedding folemnized in the night time, according 
to the cuftom of thofe times, who when they come 
forth out of their feveral houfes to meet one another, 
© Adery and-noife is made, “* the bridegroom cometh.” 
Now, © 
Queft. What is meant by the coming of the Lord, 
the bridegroom ? ‘ 
Anfw. ‘The coming of Chrift principally here 
is a meant 
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meant, is that coming of Chrift eithet to general or 


particular judgment ia the Jatter ages of the world. 
Uhen, for when, 2 Theil ii. 1, 2. they thought the 


. coming of Chrift was near; ‘fo faith he, not till anti- . 


chrift is revealed and deftroyed ; therefore when an- 
tichrift is difcovered and deftroyed, and churches up- 
on thisrefined, now there remiainingnomoreto be done 
in this:world-but Chrift’s coming, ‘all promifes being 
fulfilled except that, fo that they live in’ expectation. 
of that; Chrift’ ftayine and” not’ coming fo foon, 
churches grow fecure ; yet before the Lord comes to 
either judgment he hath his cry : yet here is to be 
meant the coming of Chrift at other times of the 
church when they fhall be virgins ; and hence a 


command to watch that concerns and binds all to be, 


ready againft the coming of Chrift, whether to gee 


neral or particular judgment at death, or any other 


coming of the Lord in this life, either in fpecial mer- 


cy to his people, or in terror to hypocrites, Luke Xvill, 


Chrift’s coming to hear prayers, and to avenge him- | 
felf of his church’s enemies, isa coming. When the | 


Jews ‘fhall be called; and anti-chrift deftroyed, 2 
Theff. 2. itus called Chrifi’s coming: So the fum is 
he bride, 


this, look as before the bridegroom meets t 


- 


and cty.is made to awaken then to come to meet 


him ;:- fo before Chrift comes to his fecure churches 


to take-his»people to nearer fellowthip with himfelf in 


this life, orat death, or at judgment, Chrift hath his 


cry to awaken them.” Boe ® 
Homans tele Reo Ss loyye Sa 


%  St4 
| 


Obfervation 1. ‘Tuar before Chrift’s coming to. 


fecurevhis churches, the Lord will fend forth his cry 
to awaken thefe churches, to give warning of and to 
make them: ready for his coming ; his comir 


t 


at the laft day, or at: death, or im this’ life, to take \ 
ws bio. aT 


them into nearer fellowfhip with himfelf 20" 
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ng either | 
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neegt is trie, Chrift’s coming,is at midnight, ata time 
_ when one would think he would not come ; but yet 
at midnight there is this cry, which prepares and goes: 
before his coming. — aie “hal : 
. Queft. What is this cry 2 age poliacdutien 
Anf. itis not a ftill voice, but a loud ery, which 
hath its effect for which God fends it. Now we fhall 
find in fcripture there are two ways by which God 
doth ufually awaken a fecure finner. . 4.8 
Firft, The cry of the word. . th: 
Secondly, The voice or cry of the rod. So ‘this 
cry, of Chrift is, ae: o> sax oman 
Firft, Sometimes the cry of the word; for thus- 
John (Ifa. xl. 3.) is called a crier, and Prov. i: 24. 
Zach. vii. 7..13., And this is the firft courfe God 
takes to awaken, by giving the firft honour to the 
word ; this is mercy to fee if that willdo it. Nowit 
is not every word that will or can awaken ; for many 
times it makes men more fecure (as fome can fleep 
beft by the noife of many waters) Ifa. vig. When 
the Lord fent to fat them, he fent Ifaiah to preach to 
them ; however, initfelf it is a cry of Chrift ; and 
feldom doth he come but he gives warning by his 
fervants the prophets: but when it doth awaken, 
there are thefe particulars in it that it may awaken. 
1. It isa word of majefty and glory in refpe& of 
thofe that bring it, Judges ti. 1. one that preach to 
them (he was no angel from heaven, for it is not faid 
he came from heaven, but from Gilgal to Bochtm,) 
why is he called an angel? becaufe pf that majetty 
wherewith God clothed him, when he came to a- 
wake them ; for they had made a league with the 
- Canaanites, and they began to vex them it feems, - 
und he comes to inform them they fhould do fo file; 
and God fet on this with majefty upon their hearts, 
and hence they fell to weeping : and thts is wlaal with 
the Lord, wherein he hath atime when he will a- 
waken men to purpofe, he puts a {fpirit cf glory and 
majefty upon his fervants more than ufuallv, that 
the 
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the moft fecure fhall fee more than a man, they fhalt 
fee the Spirit of glory fparkling, and fhining through | 
fach lanterns ;. as when God intends to harden a 
man in fecurity, or leave him for a fime, then he 
fhall defpife the meflengers of God, and fee no more 
but man, and fhall have ftrange opinions of them ; 
and hence Rev. xi. when witnefles are -raifed up a- 

ain to confound . anti-chriftian doétrines, the Spirit: 
of life from God entered into them, that great fear 
and awe fell upon all that faw them ; fuch light fhall 
fhine through thefe curtains, that men fhall. not 
fleep. . : 

ecttid bys It is a word of difcovery, and that of 

fome fecret ‘hidden vein of fin, which men never 
knew before ; for when a man is once grown fectre, 
+t ig wonderful to fee that torture that lies upon a 
man’s fpirit, a moft palpable and plain fin which may 
be fmelled and felt, yet it is not felt by himfelf, like 
‘him that fleeps when the fhip is finking, he knows 
it not; now when the Lord doth awaken, he doth it 
by fuch a difcovery, and this makes them look about 
them, Hag. i. 6, 7, 8, 9, 12. “ becaufe of my houfe 
¢¢ which is wafte.” _. 
_ Thirdly, It is a word of terror, that burns as 
well as fhines, that fo they may indeed be awakened; 
for though ‘ Stephen’s face fhines like an angel,”’ 
and he fingles them out, ‘“ O ye fliff-necked ;” yet 
the terror of God not falling upon them, they are fe- | 
cure {till ; but now the Lord makes his word full of 
terror, it-awakens them. 1Sam.-xii,. They would 
have a king ; they were told of their forrows ; and 
hence “ they feared the Lord and Samuel ;” and 
now were awakened to fee that which they never 
faw God helped forward the terror of expiating 
of {ome outward mifery. . Rae OS 8 

. Fourthly, A word.of power to awaken fome or 0- 
ther among the churches, and this makes ail the reft 
to look about them, as ufually when the word comes 
with never fuch terror and majefly, we fhall fee men 


fall 


Pid 
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fall afleep again, without they fee the effect of it in 


fome, and one or two will awaken all’the relt;: hike 
fome that* are aileep, when they feé others up, »what 
fo There ? Ifa. xl. The Lord fhews how he ‘eomforts 
his people ; firft it is by the crier; and theh verfé-gi: 
ro. it is by Jetufalem: when Samaria generally re+ 
ceived the word, then Sinion alfo believed 5 when the 


Jew begins to look toward the Lord, fen men fhall 
take hold of their {kirts, and ‘fay, “The Lord is 
swith you,” Zach. viil.'23. Sometimes this is the 
cry before Chrift’s coming, and yet men may fhake 
off their fears, defpife the light: hence the Lord hath 
a fecond cry, and that is. 


> Higegig Kp PoOwt: 
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ti ater a" a j 3 ecsbork wars 
© Secondly, - “THE ety of the rod; for there is a 
joud voice in every rod, which many times thofe that 
are moft fecure, mutt and fhall hear, Pfalrivii. 5 
&’He fhiall fpeak to them im his wrath,’”’ Micah vis gt 

Now what are thefe? ( fpeak not to fecure perfons 
aloné, we know how the Lord doth exercife them_ 
bur how hé fpeaks to fecure churches) fometimes he 

hath leffer blows; but he that is not awakened:by 
the word and the cry of that, is feldom awakened by 
the cry of ‘Ymatler evils; he may be ftartled, but 
fecing his pill is (til foft, he mutt bear ityand ‘can- 
ih aiiénd it, Ae fiéeps again. ~ Nowsshe things 
whereby the Lord doth “and will awaken’ ate 

oer 4 oat dle 9 

~-Firlt, By bringing churches into great extremities 

and diftrefs, that they know not what to doy icatter- 
ing them one from another in woods, where they know 
~ not what to do for bread. Judges vi- the Midranrtes 

- prevailed againft them feven years, until they fled to 

dens like beafts hunted up and down, andiat laft they 

have ho bread, ‘but begged, and their cattle deftroy- 

ed, verfe vi. Now they cry unto the Hord»becaule of 
eo Midianités, and he fent a prophet to make them 

ita I) il jemser Vw binehis 1 sD ‘ 
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cry. for their fin; for this is the, nature ot leone 4 


OSE She 
* jain fs Ke eit, it wil ee 
be awakened thoroughly, if itbe in a fleeping vein; 


: FOU SD A 2 Seneiieds? mon 29% 
and hence the Lord diftreffeth them hence ‘Mat: 
FU TON) 72th Fo 
nd moon fhall be dark; 
‘ned. 7 a ee, LST temo tug pales 
““ ned,” 7. ¢. there fhall be a confufion of all things 


4 


he language of the eaftern countries fo'to €X- 


= 


candlefticks, quenching the lights, delivering them to- 


awaken them, Ifa. vi. 9. * Go and make this peoples 
<* heart fat ;”? Lord how long? “ until their houfe be 


> 


and plagues to deftroy families ; will fie Fores 
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Reafon.t. Bec AUSE it is fo. difficult to awaken 
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ong thoroughly ; no bonds (next to death) fo Arong 
to keep men under a fecurity ; and hence Eph, ee 


, @ 


Rae t By zoe Chet a. : FL: bad heok whee F 65! 
14. Ileeping and being among the dead are joined to- 

Oi Wat Aro ee ME ye Pe VTS ths oy SOT to 
gether; and hence the Lord will ery, and if the word - 


cannot, the cry of the rod muft and fhall. ne 

Aeafon. 2. In regard of the people of God, who are 
fecure with them that are‘vile in fecure churches “s af 
the Lord had none among them, he would come with- 
Out crying 3. but becaufe they are there among them, 
the Lord will awaken ; but if ; ny do it is chiefly for 
y ret bp) Oy Sl ae OE ¥ reraney tae hiefly ; or 


theit fakes ; for though the Lord do pardon and wath 


away - 


/ 
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WF TA3 Do iy de 
si 2 Fe ples. fins, yet they come not to the frui- 


ion of on ‘without faith, and this faith is never 
fevered om. Te pentance 5 and hence the Lord wilt 
not, come upon em unawares before he hath broken 
t ae hee ee from infirmities, for they will laft to 
‘ eath, roken their hearts. for and with their i int- 
qui Ys tele ir "chief fin, oF 2 
"Reafon 3. In regard of Chl bimlelf, that fo he 
sys be’ received with efteem, and attended upon “with 
refpect ; “for | let the Lord fhew never fo much kind- 
7 nels. to a a fecure finner, ‘he’ is not ‘efteemed, he is for- 
gotten, buried. like a dead ‘carcafe (a dead ‘Chrift) -. 
out of “doors 5. as it is with men that fleep, let the 
ae ae, by. “them, ‘provide never fo much. for them, 
ard it not 5. ‘fo Deut xxxii. 15. Therefore we 
walt fat i e Lord never comes to_ his people, but 
come Ane when he is -efteemed ; firft the ‘Lor 
Hotes the efteem, and then comes, “iid “xxiii. alt. 
‘chr rift “departs: till men fay, ‘ Blefled be be that 
i Sone ‘the: Bante of the ] Lord. : 
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| sada wed, ne he EC whee cause at 0 | 
Ufe i HENCE we may fee the é degQlide condi- 
tion of all thofe that, fall into a fecure condition, and 
fo die. . 
“1. That have been once very. forward, affectionate, 
rid, tender, &c. but now their lamp is. out. 
Ore Phat; have kept themfelves and their hearts from, 
* their lamps. bright ; but now though ‘their beatts 
rat eye ait oes they are fettled ‘upon, the 
is in em, 1, and their lamp_ never 
7 "Phat. did’ lager in ‘approaching high ¢ to 
‘Chrit in his. ordinances, in gol oing forth in them to 
ed the Bridegroom’; ; but now “they not only neglect 
“bu Ba ag delig ht ‘therein, ‘and reft u upon their 
jegtet “a8 a Repy ‘wan takes Ny ‘delight, not in his 
d ew ak HOw Pg work 
YEWR | 
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work, but in the negle@ of it’ and though. their. 
hearts tell tnem of this, yet they. go on their way, 
and die fo ; what fhall we think of them? J will not’. 
abfolutely determine, buntlines iaerd fens, that 
they are failen into a dead fleep: for the Lord will. 
awaken his virgins before his coming ;- nay, he wilh 
awaken very many others for their fakes, rather than ~ 
they fhall be fecure ; look as it was with Chrift, the 
nearer he came to his end, the more enlarged, and 
heavenly, and friritual ; fo it is with them that have 
the Spirit of Chrift: Who are the fervants whom . 
Chrift fhall blefs at his coming? Luke xii. 27. “* Blei,. .: 
** fed ate thofe that fhall be found watching ;”-That 
look as there is no fmaller evil, but ufually before it, . 
comes the Lord and gives warning :, fo'the greateft. 
and laft evil death, that fo they may.prepare for that; 
as Paul,'2 Tim. iv. 5, 6,75, “The time ofmy. dex 
<¢ parting is at hand” (how could Paul tell that ?) the. 
Lord gave him fecret hints of it, he could fmell that). 
ftate before he faw it or touched it; he could obferye: 
by the courfe and concurrence of providences ;, now... 
my courfe 1s finifhed, the corn is gathered, all.in-Afia 
forfake me; fo the Lord doth many times unto: his 
people ; however he doth keep them watchful: O con- 
fider it therefore, you that are fecure, if the word 
now doth not awaken, yet when thy fick bed comes, 
and, death appears, remember. this truth ;- but re-_ 


member it now, I carry the brand of a reprobate up- 


ibe 


OR Ge he coh I His eae rite eh: Rae ee : 
Uje 2. . Hence fee what little canfe any man hath. « 
to take pleafure in his fecurity; no pleafure in any. — 
fin (efpecially to a holy heart) as of the fin of fecuri-. 
ty ; for ifa man takes pleafure in his cups, or in his 
coutfe company, or in dancing, as. Hered, or in gam- 
ing, &c. conicience will give him knocks, to every bit. 
he {natcheth here ; there is honey, but then a fting 
in them alfo ; but now when a. man’s carriage is fair, 
outward duties performed, confeience is quiet ; when 
a man hath been at work, he thinks in confcience he 
7 may 


( 
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may*fleep 5. for deepeft, fweeteft fecurity comes after 
moft work we havedone; itis but a neglect, a flip, 
which [hope to recover out of one day ; it is not an | 
unlawful thing, but a lawful that I quiet my heart up- 
on: now I have good company, freedom from dan- 
ters, ordinances, curtains drawn about me, the beft 
leep with me ; and what hurt is here ? but, fee the 
ittle “ caufe you have to fleep, efpecially in this - 
country. : + par 
Firft, It will “not be your reft always, for there 
muft and will come a cry; Mofes took but little de- 
light in Pharaoh’s pleafures, they were but for a fea- 
fon; and therefore as the Lord there faid, Micah, 
ii. do. Depart, thisis not yourreft.” . 
Secondly, If the word doth not awaken you out _ 
of it, your-cold prayers, your heartlefs hearing, your, _ 
carelefs walking with God, that your lamps be not > 
burning (burning love to the Lord and his people, , — 
fhiniing holinefs, fo as others may walk after your ; 
light, ‘and be glad to follow you) that prefent pleafure _ 
you’ take is the rotten wood that breeds the worm of 
a gnawing confcience, when in the time of your 
trouble, it fhall fay, what_hath your idlenefs gained __ 
to you ?-and it isthe fore-runner of mifery ; that if 
lighter miferies will not do, the Lord will bring feven 
plagues more, and drive you into a wildernefs, and 
there fhall you be famifhed for want of bread ; and 
if this willnot'do, God willfend fpoilersthat fhall fellyou 
for flaves, and that fhall carry you away captives ; 
and'then you fhall remember Zion, ‘and the days you 
flept over your time.’ Find any fin, but fecurity init 
will make a defolute country and families ; if you fin 
and reft'in it, (though not grofs) nay do but decay in 
what once you: had; many fay it is morc here than 
ever ;.I deny it utterly, lnlefs it be to them that are 
fecure; and if it be fo, the lofs of you firft love (a /mall 
thing, &c.) will haften breaking. Let this truth 
therefore be a burning beacon to awaken you ; for 
God willmakethis wordgood, and not let one title of it / 
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_Teaves ‘thee ‘with’ fad qualitis pon’ thy con licience, 
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fall to the ground. © Ezta. eP. 2 ther pas “that 


put aw vay their’ ftrange wives, saat wept t fore fo 
do you’; you think ee may. red and t 
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‘ou if fecirre. it 
+ ‘Ue 3. _ Hence fee! the te why ithe w wort 4 ried y 
deep, a ha is very {mart fometines uw Iie Coane 
of men, that a dae {peaks as if he ‘fe ih eee 
bofom, ‘that a man faith,” God i is here, th it the Lo 


nO ‘peace from all itis’ often. fanctified “unlels ef: te 
pices, nay, after all this -affli@tion a ise ‘ho 
wert not fecure, why’ would the Lor >, make 


word ary, and his rod cry @ &c. and t eect be not 


at fe) either, fbut blefs the Lord to ‘and quiedly 
ar both ; unlefs I had thofe terrors ‘wil ‘in, 
fictions without, I had “gone ‘aftray, Pre ale 
» David was ‘Teetite and kept filence, le co: 


snd the Lord pardoned ; ‘for this fall veh % 


ig godly feek ; O fo do you! ! think th Pay am. no 
in the number ? as O let me pe th ea ont 
finv® SSRH| Mb cUgt BOE 59 FF. 
Sint thodk asny hae. Lae a ‘glad, oLeeuigia; 
Lae ip Herd xe58 | — ance er ant iw Die oaut10g- 
E18) eho Ne areas oi sei taagiiph aalonig 
On’ LJ Bight ese 40 g049 VRIG; cons ie 
CHAS in oer 9701 5@s ihe Mis 2G a 2 GBA ned 
Of the Certainty Ff Chrif 5 — a — 


ad (3 


oe thoug sh thee ming. of Jets quire to, his’ 
1@° \churches: ri iy itis certain, s 
Yor though i it vat midnight, yet he ¢ cc nes we fees ne 
this coming at midnight is not to ‘be underftood | dof the. 
lait day of judgment, which fhall ' ye at thidni sae 
the Rabbins and Monks in? their d votion g chee) 


Heul 


for Chrift {peaks here’ Hear ates lig San th a 
it 


judgiment® alfo, which” is ot always at gee n 

the {cope of the parable is to prov BGR kee at 

watelifulnels ; becaufe though the Lord doth not 
~ ¢ome 


- 
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in,the | g of the night (as was.the, cule 
the fe hes he aie ue Jate; 
en, wi ee too. dk not : for, ‘i 3. even. at midnight 
tere is a cr .. Lcon refs. the J Lord. {peaks principally 
of his coming to ju gment ; ; yet it is true of any, o- 
r coming of, Chrift to, his people i in this life sand 
becaufe particular examples. and inftances, are the 
roots of general eve (as circumcifion , a, fePonlt all 
ay: are fo, 5 pales a Saviour of his, people 5 
meant of | reat falvation at laft,, yet.is;true. of 
sce bef de) therefore T fhall, {peak of the ¢ com- 
ing ¢ of Jefus. Chrift to, his churches and fervants i in the 
general ; e and. fo involve the whole coming of Chrift, 
for the. Ok # e and comfort t ta Msi, <5 « 
Now jwe tha find that: the {eripture {peaks ofa 2 fxs 
fold co nin LCT bs that. as all our. deliverances 


are et ne our, great, and laft deliverance: 


fo | nis $ amity, is POY, but a fhadow ok his. great 
and laft coming... Pedi bag 
te Firt, © rift is 1s faid | to, ‘come to his people, “when, 
Lon tt S E 

e comes. ti to, hear. tI their, prayers,. Luke xviii... A cA And 


the Lord ai argues rongl , will an unjuft judge arife at 
§ Bly Se lek 

night, to. help a widow, a ftranger; when fhe is im- 
portunate ; and willnot the Lord hear his elect and 
chofen ? “yet when he comes, {hall he, find fairh etze, 
i. e. fuch prayers. of feith as fhall continue ; O no! 
but foon apt to be by erie one the time comes: 

WER a { AAO 
" re ee 

ia PLETE: ose 
g OUjee: ‘Bor ie “they. ‘Geale, how stg ay, pay 
night and, day issahint ; 40") 
: ie Mi Bt ei “they, ¢ 0. fosfor atime. ee 
2. W or “thy ce lt then, they are ringing in God's, 
ars 5 i en that let, the aaa of the elect for, ane PEt 
cy beonce 0 of flered. and prefented.as. incenfe. beforeth 
Hately i ord w will, 1 not pbe, worfe than 5 Shoe erg 

judge, never. aad {°c HE BERD qos), 
‘% 4% AAG DIG i rE i f oF ibe vie “Secon ly, 
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me ON THE PARABLE*OF, THE © 
Secondly, . Chrift is faid to come to fulfil his pro« 
mifés ; for fometimes the Lord keeps his people ex- 
teeding fhort, and. gives. his people anfwers to their 
prayer in particular. promifes (yousfind it fo) Pfal. 
Ixxxv. 8, 9. ‘ Fwill hear what the Lord will fay, 
« for he will fpeak peace to his people,’’ that fo they 
may live by faith, and glory more in the Lord than 
in themfelves; yet he will come, though veryit belong, 
Heb. x. 36, 37- “ Ye have need of patience, that 
‘© ye may receive the promife; for yet a little 
“¢ while,’ &c. We think this long, yet it will be 
Pues Keiieg PW ee 
. Thirdly, Chrift is faid to come to his people when 
‘he {peaks peace, and breaks the clouds of fears and 
troubles, and fhines upon his people ; for while the 
ord is angry, and hides his face, that-a,man is bes . 
ene fight of the face and love of God, now God and 
- Chrift is faid to be gone ; fo then, when he returns to 
fpeak peace, now heis faid-to come, as that martyr 
faid, He is come, Zach. i. 16, 17... “ Lamreturied 
‘L¢* to Jerufalem, with my mercies, and the Lord will 
“<¢! yet comfort Zion ;”’ for when the Lord forfakes 
vhis people for feventy years, and takes away all his 
vordinances, the external vifible figns of his prefence, - 
‘one would think he would never come, yet the 
Lord will come‘and comfort his people, Ifa. Ixi. 2. 
»God hath fent and anointed him, and the Spirit hath — 
filled him, and he is as, willing himfelf to comfort 
them that mourn, nay, when they have the {pirit of 
heavinefs; and-when it is done, Chrift iscome; then 
that-is acoming of Chrift. a Ce aa. 
Fourthly, There is a coming of Chrift when he 
comes in more full meafure of his Spirit to his peo- 
ple, and that-in his ordinances ; for there is a ftate 
and time of Chriftianity, wherein a man is carnal 
and blind, and the image of Chrift darkly ftampt up- 
onthe foul, and is exceeding weak ; now the Lord is 
faid to come wherhe doth this, Job xiv, 18. «I will 
“¢ fee you again,”’ and “I will not leave you comfort- 
‘< * deka 
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© Tels,” ‘orphans ‘alone without any one t 
* els,” orph y one to take care 
for you ; now though it be long before the Lord do 
come here; yet come he will, when the foul thinks 
it impofible, and the thing incredible ; ‘* Behold thy 
ne God, thy King cometh,” Ha. xl. 9. with 23. 
a" He Yhall come like the rain upon the fleece of 
“§* wool.” Loge tetas ot : 
- Fifthly, Chrift is {aid to come when he comes to 
deftroy and root out the enemies of his church, whe- 
ther outward or inward enemies, Ifa..xxvis 21. »Now 
“grant it be long, the Lord: doth fuffer them to pre- 
vail, and to be pricking briars to the hearts of God’s 
people, and to the heart of God’s Spirit in his’ peo- 
“ple, yet he will come ; and hence the church pleads 
this with God as an ufual thing with him, Lf. Lxiv. 
Me ee oe He comes when men look not for him, yea _ 
he came fo here; and the name of God lies upon tt 
to make known his name to his adverfaries, Ifa. Ixvie 
5.“ Hear the word of the Lord, ye that tremble at 
“ his word; your brethren that hated you and caft 
_ you out, faid,. Let the Lord be glorified: he hall 
_& appear to your joy but they fhall be afhamed.”” _ 
“ Sixthly, Chrift is faid to come to the foul, when 
he comes to it at death, to abolith all fin and forrow, 
and to poffefs the foul of immediate fellowship with 
himfelf, and at judgment “when the great marriage 
‘day fhall be, and the bride made ready, and the bride- 
- groom in their perfect glory to the view of all the 
world, John xiv. 3. O many a one is troubled now, 
~ the Lord is gone from it mediately to comfort it ; 
_*¢ Let not your hearts be troubled,” you have a 
God and his word to believe in, cleave to that, and me 
in it; but when death comes again{t me, and enemies 
- come againft me, and heart fails, and eye fails, will 
the Lord come? Yes, 1 will come again, for | gobut 
only to prepare a place for you, and make’ heaven 
: ” fweet and ready for you ; fome would have all. Chrift’s 
- coming here, but there is fome hereafter. . 
ae Co ae a SECT. 
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SE Ce. HL. Sade “icit. ae: 


~ Reaf, +. BECAUSE the-love 6b Jefus Chri ne- 
ver fails his churches and people; love will keep. men 
from being ever abfent from the thing’ they love: 
Now look as it was with Lazarus whom Chrift lov- 
ed, John xi. 3. he heard that.he was fick, he could 
have come then, but he lingers ‘and ftays until he 
be dead, (‘¢ behold Lazarus is dead’) yea, till he had 
been - Nici days. dead, and then awakens him again, 
and Lazarus muft come. forth of-his grave, to. thew 
forth the everlafting love of the Son.of. God, ver. 4s 
For there are two things in Chrift’s love ;. firtt, it is 
pure independent, and dear, Prov. viii. wt. ‘hence 
he will not ever be abfent; for, 1. If it be depend- 
~ent, then we might fay (as we change he changeth) 
he was. good, but we have provoked him -fince, . &c. 
2. If independent, yet it is apt to forget, he minds 
me not, nor my prayers, nor forrows :, Yes, it is.ex- 
ceeding dear, and afluresus ofall; ifhe in love. came 
to fuffer, what will he not come to do, and that when 
the church is moft withered, Zach. AUC Ts as a, 
and hence faith the Lord, rs why fayeft thou, the 
“‘ Lord hath forfaken me. and forgotten me, when. 
** written upon the palms of my hand ?”? Ifa. xlviii. 14. 
-Reof. 2. Left their fpirit fail; O the Lord i is very . 
tender of that ; he that bids parents not to.be bitter 
to their children, left their fpirits fail and:be provok- 
ed, will not do it himfelf, Ia. lvii. 17., * he will not 
** always contend, left. the fpirit fail within-him,, and. 
** the fouls that he hath made;”?, Orem er this - 
. now how apt is the fpirit of a child of God to fall Up» 
on this! what more bitter than. God’s abfence!. , 
Rey. 3. Becaule to. come late, is many, times the 
beft time, for, he comes ever in, the fulnefs of time; — 
if he thould come fooner or lager, he fhould 3 at come : 
in feafon to his. peoples a 
Uie 1. Of unipeakable confolation to ihe Sedple. of 
God. 
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God that lie under fad and heavy perplexities in re- 
[pect of the Lord’s abfence from them (asior you that 
can bear this, that fay to God, depart 1f he will, this » 
concerns not you at all) and the Lord being gone, 
you ly under fad thoughts that he will never return 
again; yes, you have now heard, he will come and 
return ‘again, “ Say unto Zion, behold your God 
«* cometh.” me OME : 

~ Obj. But what? when I have been fecure and care- . 
lefs withal? J ak at 

“Anf. Yes, though the virgins fleep, yet the Lord 
will come to them ; for if his loye did depend upon 
your watchfulnefs, he might never return, only it 
may be longer as to thefe, and he will awaken you 
fometime before he doth come ; and truly to mourn 
for his abfence is to awaken with him. ? 


Obj. But it hath been thus long before the Lord 
come, and therefore he will never come. i 

‘“Anf? Vhough long, yet you fee he comes at laft to 
them ; “firft, the cry fays fo, and then he comes ; mi- 
mifters tell you fo, and it 1s not long after; nay then — 
if the’very time, when fo long as you look not for 
him, as here to thefe. 8 


RE OTe IV: 


Obj. BUT I know it not? ~ fay 
 Anf. God keeps his beft bleflings (and perfumes 
them long in his own hand) from his own children 5 

-g§ Uaac, David, Abraham, &c. but it is beft you 
‘Know it not. ead 
> ‘Watt thou been feeking the Lord for his prefence 
‘that the Lord would but fee and confider thee a lit- 
tle) until thine eyes fail thee? and do you think the — 
Lord will ever forget? I tell thee, if Peter were’ in 
prifon, prayers would deliver him; and fetch angels 
from heaven:to him; though the church of God lay 
‘défolate, fins great, yet the prayer of Dantel fhall 
br ing down words of command to make all up again ; 
al Bd ys" lal We ee “sf 
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« [f.thou be in any want, be, careful in nothing,” &c. 


“© He afked thee life, thou gave him long life:forever. 
and ever ;”?, nay,,,when ,thou.ceafelt, thy prayers 


have, their cry, when thy, mouth,) when) thy. heart 
{peak not; for prayers are not dead things but living) 


begotten out of a living Spirit, froma, living: Gody 


prefented.by a living, God, ‘prefented* by. a living Me- 
diator, who. takes them and prefents them, Heba-viis 
and though unclean, yet, being laid .on-that altar they 
become holy. wit slusood Svoiied: words ** 
4, OY. O, but I am. fed with. notning but! promifes a 
cannot deny them,, but I. feel them not;i1 think d 
fhall never meet the Lord, Ha. lv. 10. Look las: the 
rain onthe dry yields fruit, fo my word:fhall give you 
joy and peace, and the defire of your heart? Gana 
man live by promifes ?_., () 


BY s119n8 T9E AW <2 
~ hy da/y Hezekiah faith, “ by thefe things-(é é.afllic- 


<tions) do men live ;” why not by promifes? ithe 
words Chrift {peaketh they are fpirit andilifes. David 
did, 2. Sam,..xxili,.5. Heb..x. $*: The jutt fhall live by 
** bis faith 5” and.‘ ifany man draw back;- my foul 
“ fhall have no pleafure,in him,??,.di’e. wholly. It is 
admirable how the Mraelites had apromife of ‘the land, 
and many wars; muft they have, and yet Jofh: xxiii, 
14,15. ‘«.Not.one thing hath failed: ofall that the 
‘* Lord hath promifed.”” So I fay to YOUrsds  fowes 
- 00...0. but, 1 have been long.in trouble, and ‘have 
had no; peace? bnigebse 


r , a 


; : sens * YT) DE BSBOO LT WAT 

» Ay; Hatt thou, been longer than. David, whofe 
moiture was dried up, ‘who hath nothing to prefent 
before the Lord, Pfal..vi. but..weaknefs,. and bones 
vexed, ver..2¢.a foul wexed, were, 3: and that long 
weary with groaning, ver.|6...tears.in the night when 
others are at teft, his eyes confumed with-grief, and 
yet ver. 8. g.. The. Lord hath heard:the, noice: of 
‘my weeping, and prayer; too’? forrowsiery, «and 
fins cry alfo; and hence.he faith, « Depart! from me 
“all ye workers of iniguity,’? Sc¢.. + lag! adh bo@ 
0%, But I. am. fo weak, . my, heart fo flraitened, 
Voce | fo 


\ 
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fo little hig tiand hife, and feeking I shave been for 
more) an ind it not. ee UO ees Gale ARL 


An) YE Chritt’s prefence’ be fweet, and his abfence 
bitter, thatvou' feel'not' for your lulls fake than the 
Lord’s fake; théh Know that the Lord will return ’a- 
gain) asiverily‘as ‘he is gone ; “* he will not leave thee 
$$ \¢omfortlefs’;”” you fhall have that’ is fit for you “to 
keepyou humble and faithful ; it may be one fermon 
may do more good than twenty. ‘john i. 56: Dok 
«© thou believe becaufe I faw thee under the fig-tree? 
« thou fhalt fee greater things than thefe ,” God hath 
greater things to thew thee, if the Lord hath “ rani 
«lated thee into the kingdom of his dear shake 
hence it isfaid, of the “ encreafe of his government ~ 
and peate*there fhall be noend,”” Ha. xe Ge VO! 
Obj. But enemies may oppofe us? oa 
Unf> Lev ibe fo; but what if the Lord be with” 
you Prstintorg yd gos Yi? 4 wae 
bi@6}. Bud heiie Bone. 70 8 ee sae cnigenees 


againft thee; Afa‘nad wrapt God about him} cloath- 
ed-himfelf with the majefty of God by faith, Ifa. liv. 
penul. They fhall gather together, and fhall come ‘ae 
gainft them, ‘but they fhall not profper, becaufe the 
Lord is'come } orifhe doth ftay, yet he will give them — 
{ome blood and come upon them for your blood ; “he 
<éthat fheds man’s blood, by man thall his blood’ be 
‘ fhed ;?? but fuch as fhed churches’ blood, by God 
fhalltheir blood be thed ; the fouls under the altar 
fhall cry; arid then comes’ wo; he will do fo in Ger- 
many if there have been churches blood thed’; he is 
making’ way for glorious deliverance when God fhall 
come, and the wicked fhall melt'away as wax: Lu- 
cifer mute fall though tifted’ up with: pride David | 
wastrouble@ With a Saul and’ a’ Deeg, Plat. Iv. but 
~ God fhall pull them*up by the’ roots, &c." many. of 
God’s fervantsJy under reproaches and reviling's one 
ot “H : the 


, 
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the wicked boaft of their fin) God fhall pluck them 
up by the roots never to grow again: — Hypocrites by 
hid for a time, but. all the churches fhall khow that 
the Lord is a God that fearcheth the hearts, Luke xii. 
1, Pfal. xii. 5,3. No good man left, but fome men’ 
of deceit and flattery, fome apottates, &c. Weare in 
fear “in this country) of enemies ; we came hither to 
fhelter ourfelves under the wings of Ged; left our 
comforts for it; here we are at his pofts, it is not ho- 
nours we feek ; and now it may be enemies are plot- 
ting, or will be coming to take us unawards, when 
weak, and fo run away with the fpoil, unlefs we will 
be bondmen to our former yoke ; it may be the Lord 
will help then, Ezek. xxxvili. 10,20. to theend. If 
not, it may be the Lord will refine us more, and purgé 
_ away our drofs, and. difcover men that came hither 
_ for ordinances and for peace fake, and betray the or- 
dinances ; yet the Lord will come, and his blow fall 
ruin them, efpecially if his awake not at his cry, Ifa. 
XXV. Q, Io. it fhall be faid when the terrible ones aré 
blafts, *¢ Lo! this is our God, and in this mount | 
* fhall the hand of the Lord come.” . 
_ Odjec?, But full my fin continues. — tee lad 
 Anf. The church in the Revelations, when they ~ 
have. all things, yet are abfent from the Lord, and 
fin before the Lord makes them fay; ** O come Lord 
« Jefus !”” faith Chrift, “* Behold 1 come quickly !” 
Chrift will come at laft, and forever comfort you, » 
and be with you, and you ever with the Lord; this 
coming to be {ure fhall be, and what then though 
you walk through the vail of the fhadow of death! 
the Lord is with you, and him that is the glory of 
faints, the joy of angels, the reft and delight of God, 
whom all the ends ef the earth have looked unto, | 
fhalt thou fee with thofe eyes, and be with him for- 
ever, and then fhall he give double for all thy for-_ 
rows, fins, temptations, when every one elfe fhall leave 
thee, and fhall rejoice and glory in thee, that ever he 
hath, got thee, and (as he faid) he will then ferve 
| be 
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PRS ‘ uke: ji. re} his. coming ‘would {wallow up all 
af giant Chrift tells them. of nothing but this, 
n_XIV. Se wonder _ at -Ghriftians that are fadded 
at tlofles aa evils here ; ; why. the Lord will come | e 


et eee | es 
heer SECT. Me pss anetn Vane Si at 
: eae gs ; 

“Out. Hy Ow foal z. know whether the. Lord ull 
come or We é ? 

Anf. 1 if the Lord ever hath or doth ‘make this 
the reft and. ftay of thy heart, not only for righteouf- 
nefs, but for all fulnefs of comfort, and that not on- 
ly to thy conicience, but to thy heart and will: ‘for 
many. reft-on. Chrift for righteoulnefs, but what com: 
forts. their hearts? they joy in other things, and are 
greedy after things in the world, &c. Now as aman 
that refts” on ‘Chrilt for ‘righteouinefs, he ablors all'o- © 
ther righteoufnels ; ; fo if a Chriftian reft on Chrift for 
eonfolation, you will S0y all other things to comfort 

¥94.,; alfo,. Jer. XVil. 5, “'‘Curfed is the man that 
erufteth i in man, he We not fee when ‘good comes, 
Pfal. xxii. “« O Lord, why haft thou forfaken’ me ? 
oe! trufti in thee ; our father’ s trufted in thee and were 
ce ‘delivered 2” Yes, but not you that are fo poor and 
vile; ‘True, I am fo in the eyes of the world, but on 
God have I been caft to trutt to Chrift for tighte- 
oufnels,, but not for confolation, is to marry a man 
to. pay, debts, but not to live upon his houte ; ; try if 
it be fo or no; | thou feeleft the Lord gone, yet” thy 
faith is not gone from him. 

Bg Ab ‘the Lord hath given thee a heart, whether the 
Lord comes | or DOs: not to “trouble thyfelt about fuc- 
cels,- and. {une of coming, ‘as to mind ihe domg © F his 
work agatytt his coming, t that thy heart is refolvéd and 
ve tive {0 hin, though] he never conies to thee, John 
a Seas When Mary | faid that ‘wine was wanting ; ; faith 
Porn “ it ‘is fAot my hour 3’ + then, « whatever he 
a bids: you. do, 6 oot ie Heb. x. 36. you have need of 


patience 5 ; ‘for “all ‘anflatiente arifeth from minding in- 


ordinately. 


* 
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_-ordinately the fuccefs, what the event will be, and dif- 


‘trating the mind there ;- but. (as a poor fervanty 
-when a man thinks .whether Chrift come or not, 
thefe fins fhall down; this argues love never to be 
forgotten; Judg. x. 16. nothing grieves the Lord and | 
makes the Lord abfent, but becdufe grieved with fin; 
mifery comes ; now fin is removed ; it may be no af- 
furance whillt thou dieft or liveft ; yet if refolved my 
foul fhall follow the Lord, now itis right, &c. But 
if while the Lord is now gone, your hearts‘are jolly, 
and loofe every way, why defire you the day of the 
. Lord? it isdarkacle-to' yous? 20 ay hoe eg 


py ees 
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b : Of God’s Compaffion towards Wife and Foolifh Virgins =a 


—Obf. 1. EY UCH is the compaflion of Chritt to is 
es b_¥ people, that deep fecurity cannot al- 
‘ways make the Lord to rejeét them; and therefore 
rwe fhall find three expreflions of the love and kind- 
_ nels of the Lord to the wife and foolifh virgins alfo. 
 ¥irft, ‘When they not only flumber but fleep, and 
‘that long, even to the coming of the bridegroom al- 
‘molt, yet Chrift fpares them, and doth not all this 


while cut them off, and bury them out of his fight, 


_as men that do forget him. 


Secondly, He prevents them with awakenin; graces. 


and the Lord is up-when his fervants be a-béd, and is 
awakened for their good when they are afléép-and re- 
gard not him; and firft by his cry he awakens them 
before they fhake up themfelves s when once the 
churches fall afleep, they would fleep’ | 


eitlong fleep,. 


and never awaken, if the Lord fhould not by fome 


cry orother prevent them. | 


Thirdly, He longs for their fellowfhip and com- 
pany though fecure ; and thetefore it is not a cry of 


terror and wrath, the bridegroom hath forfaken you, 


for 
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1o have communion with you, yet he defires that you 
would have communion with him; O come out to 
meet him; 1 fhall wrap up all thefe together, be- 
caufe I fhall be brief. Wonderful was the grace of 
Chrift toward the old world, when for the fpace of 
one hundred and twenty years He waitea for them, 
who after they had been an hundred and nineteen {e- 
cure, yet then. the fame fpirit that-waiteth for us in 
thefe days of the gofpel, preached the Lord’ unto 
trem. 7 . | 
Jeremiah was very long fpeaking to Tfrael (as the 
other prophets) in fo much thar the Lord profefletit 
to fend the King. of Babylon againft them, yet the 
Lord’s heart melts, chap. xxvi.1, 2, 3. “* Speak un- ~ 
<<to them; it may be they will hearken, and turn,’ 
<< that I may repent ;” fo Jer. iil. they had polluted 
the law, ver. 2. fhowers are with-held (which i3 no- 
great matter ) fmall evils are arguments of hearts re- | 
volted from God; they did the»Lord as much mif-- 
chief as they could, and were fecure, ver. 3. Yet 
mark, wilt thou not from this time cry, My Father? | 
meet the Lord as thy hufband? Will he keep, his an-. 
ger forever? Nay, the Lord caft off adulterous Ifrael, 
and they knew the caufe, yet went on fecurely in the 
fame fins; yet fee, ver. 14. ‘* Turn O back-fliding 
children, Prov. vi. 5, 6. How long, &c.”? : 
agee SCs Ay 
= A f. 

Reafon \+ In regard of the foolifh, there is no 
reafon, but the Lord’s pity and compafiion to a finful 
people ; he hath compaffion on them becaufe he will; 
for he.doth not pity people only in refpect of their mi-. 
feries ; but in refpect of their fins, 2 Chron. ult. xvi. 
he fent his prophets among them (and they defpifed. 
them) ‘ becaufe he had compaffion on his people ;”’ 

‘the cords of grace are let downto all finners, blaf- 
‘phemers, oppofers of God, &c. 
Reafon 2. In regard of the wife virgins, becaufe his 

L marriage= 
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marriage-covenant with them is not fufpended on any 
thing on his peoples part; for though there is a con- 
dition which the Lord requires of his people in marri- 
age-covenant, yet, the Lord fo requires it, as that he- 
intends to, work it, and undertakes to maintain it3 
and there is:no evil in them, but he promifeth in this 
covenant to remove; he will heal them of it, but he 
will not caft them off for it; .hence Eph. v.25... Chrift 
loves his church ; what, becaufe it had lovelinefs ? no, 
but that he might wath it ; and if he loves it,to this. 
_ end, that he might, wafh it, then no pollution can 
- make the. Lord utterly to caft it off; .if he loves be- 
caufe of deformities, that he might wath them away, 
then none can quench hislove ; hence no fecurity, 
_ no carelefinefs, though deep, though long, fo long as 
the marriage-bond between man and wife continues ; 
fo Jong as, no fin. is committed. that can break this 
marriage-bond, fo long infirmities or other diftempers 
never feparate.. Now, no fin in them that are given 
_ to Chrift can break the marriage-bond,. becaufe it is 
wholly undertaken on the Lord’s part ; women may 
commit adultery, and. break their marriage-bond be- 
caufe they are not kept by their hufband from. that ; 
but the Lord undertakes this for his people, ‘¢ to put 
‘‘ his fear.in, their heart, that they fhall never, depart 
<¢ from God.. Hof. ii. 19, 20. I will betrothe thee uns 
** to me forever, and you fhall know the Lord ;”: 
hence the Lord may humble, but never utterly reject 
his, for fecurity in a duit. “ . 


we i. oi 


Ujfe. 1. OF direGtion and thankfulnefs to the peo» 
ple of God; O! do not always fall to fits of doubts, 
after fecurity, though deep and long (as many Chrif- 
tians do) and fo are ever laying and pulling up foun- 
dations, after moft peace of confcience, molt fecurity, 
and then the fea rageth again, and it is hard for any 
man to keep his peace; have you had fuch mercy, 

ze and 
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nd love, and will you thus be carelefs and loofe a-. 
ain? believe it, the Lord will break your bones if 
‘ou love your beds, and not give you reft till: you 
ind it on another pillow ; but yet do not deny his, 
ove, though you have forgot; do not fay you are 
ot virgins, becaufe fallen afleep : and that the bride- 
‘room will never come to meet you, becaufe you 
save lingered in meeting him ; for ** behold he com- 
© eth :” [know there is a difference between fecurity 
f'the wife and foolith ; of which hereafter : The dif- 
‘iples fall afleep in the garden after a treble warning, 
yet it was again{t much reluctancy ; hence Chrift pi- 
ied’ them; ‘ the Spirit is willing, but the flefh is 
* weak ;”? and when they were awakened, their vef- 
éls were not found empty; Petér’s veffel was full of — 
love to Chrift before, and when the Lord’awakens _ 
him, he tells him he loved him; and his fall and fe- 
curity for a time made him more humble, and love - 
the’ Lord with lefs felf-confidence, and more purity’: 
but O, wonder at it, rejoice in it, and be thankful for — 
it! efpecially you that have fallen into any fecure ~ 
frame fince ye came into thefe virgin churches ; which 
you cannot but do, if you confider the greatnefs of 
chis fin} to fin and be long iecure, and faft’afleep; 18. 
ftrange. i iF JEG 

4. This ‘is the great provoking fin ; look 'through- 
out all the book of God, let the fin be gréat, affd im- 
mediately after confeience {mitten, bones’ broken, and 
heart awakened, we fhall never fee the Lord but he is 
pacified, the Lord hears their groanings, and remem- 
hers his covenant; but little fins fallen into and by 
fecurity continued in, the Lord vifits for. this, Pfal. 1. 
When a man fhall net only fin, buttake delight in it; 
as a man doth in his fleep. eee bios 

2. This is a fin in places of liberty and ordinances, 


whereas the Lord was never fo good to'thee, and thy 
heart never worfe to him 5 never forfecure; you 
‘thought and purpofed never to be fo watchful and ten- 
ih) eae hae der. 


Ly Beeler eres Py eee 
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der asnow; tobe fecure here, greatly aggravates fe- 


curity. 


3. This fin is a common fin; now this adds toa 
fin, when a man has. a hand ina national fin, that, 


runs in the blood of all the churches); for fo you fee 


it is, all the virgins fecure ; when all forget the Lord, 


as_though there were not enough to lay: more load 


upon the Lord; what doth this but harden otherstin * 


- fecurity ; thy wives. heart, thy brethren’s heart, fuch.a 


one is. fecure; as though it were not enough to fight: 
againft the Lord, but. giant-like to. fall among the. 


troops of them that fecurely difhonour the Lord: 
when the old, world was fecure, we heard nothing of 
‘that; but when the fons of God came to be fecure, 


and all flefh corrupted their ways, the Lord falls a 


inourning, and repents that he had made man: whea 
‘any fin groweth general in churches,.that,fincis moi 
grievous to:God; princes children) when they, fin a- 


lone it is grievous, but when they take part with all, 


the «mutinous crew .againft their father, this ftrikes 
deep; O. that ever mine eyes fhould fee this evil. 
4. lt is a fin;which is the laft, and is the ruin of 


all the foolith virgins, and perfeés their perdition; as. 


here itidid; they flept till it was tooilate; O, that the 


‘Lord fhould not caft you off for this! admire at this. 


and let thy heart, and houfe, and work be:filled with 


praife for this + you. have complained long of a fecure 


heart; fee it humble thee, that it continueth; but 
make thee wonder, that the Lord will not caft thee 
off, J Pos! & 4 = + oh pe thst + : nay 


Nu 


caches th. bMe 


ye 4 : Uh tae ake A 
Uje 2. ‘I O all thofe that have been long fecures. 
let this compaffion of the Lord awaken you, and draw | 
you to him ; and make you come out and meet him; _ 
and give entertainment to the Lord, who hath not yet 


caft you off from him, but yet cries, O come and meet 
me: methinks this fhould awaken you; what, hath 


not. 
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ot the Lord caft me off yet? no! but his cry | | 
his day is, O come out and meet me! the Lord 
night have cut»thee off in thy fecurity; this is his, 
safon to others,. whem men cry peace, peace ; and” 
e might have let thee flept, and never awake more 
ill paft hope; yet here is his grace, ‘O come and 
neet him4:and will. you defpife it, and refufe the ~ 
,6rdeio010 st2ba9 hy Bfots Ii . ag 
Objet. 1.1 have no oil.in my veffel, no grace in. 
ny heart ;) what fhould 1 meet:him for, or look. for’ 
im! I am fo vile and fo fecure, he cannot look up- 
ym me.. : oa ibis 42 
Anf. 1. You have the more need of receiving hiny 
s.your bridegroom, that fo you may receive the eter- 
1al anointing of his Spirit of grace and lite in: your 
learts/ ee b yihinig BAT Lg 
2.. Now you have time touget-bothy 344g un Ce. 
Object. 2.| But itis long before the bridegroom | 
omes 3; thereyis time enough/for this hereafter. 4 
Anf. 1. Would you never look after the Lord, and: 
eng betrothed»to him, till the very time ‘of his’come=- 
ng f will you defpife grace to the utmoft, and weary 
out grace to the lait galp? behold the Lord fhall. come,:- 
and thy eye fhall fee him, and wail becaufe of him; 
andthe Lord .will:make thee cry out-on thy death- 
bed, and warn others to take heed of trifling with 
the Lord long, who didft never take warning thy- . 
felf.. TNA Eh AK II gph 
9. You fee when the cry is made, the bridegroom 
is not far behind; now is his ery, and you fee fome 
that did awaken, and after the cry, had time too lit- | 
tle to trim their lamps. It may be many cries have 
been founding in thy fecure ears; and yet there is 
time; he is not come, grant it, and will youherefone 
defpife this rich grace the more becaufe of his good- 
ne{s.? : j i a 
Oljedt. 3. But Lam well as 1am without the bride- 
room. . 


Anf. It may be fleep is {weet for the prefent ; pe 
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if thou wert awakened, thou wouldft be of another 
_ mind; there are many here prefent that can fay, they 
thought themfelves well, &c. but now I fee my error, 
&c. O Lord, what if I had been left to thefe thoughts ; 
yet this is ever the frame’of a fecure heart (like {wine} 
well when 4t)is in the mire, bafking in‘the fun. 
1. Itas pleafure ; but confider, it is but fhort ; long — 
fecurity will end in hideous affrights, and doleful a- 
wakenings, for one day’s fhort fleep: I remember Ni-' 
neveh’s:are fet ‘out by this, Zeph. ii. 15. “ This is. 
** the rejoicing city, that dwelt carelefly ;” painting 
out their mifery for this fin above'all the reft ;*fo when 
plagues be. upon you, God and angels fhall point'at 
you, this is the fecure finner that lived Yoofly,' 
_ 92. Ttodeprives syou' of more’ reft and eafe; carnal 
fecurity-keeps'a man fromknowing fpiritual fecurity + 
while your finand fleep is fweet, the grace of Chrift 
and. the fenfe of his love fhall be ftrangers to you, and 
to your hearts ;| Chrift is anointed’ to preach toa 
Weary, not to a fleepy finner: Ifa. l. 4. There are 
feafons of refrefhings and’coolings; ‘which fuch fhall 
never know. . lavae 
3. This which is thy pleafurejis the Lord’s forrow 
and’ grief; look~as when the finner mourneth ‘under 
his fin, the Lord’s heart is quieted, ZLephy ie 17} v8y 
**-T faid ‘I would confefs, and thou forgiveft 2?) So 
when:a man.delights in his fin, the Lord’s foulis then 
grieved; and the more delight; the more erief ; Chritt 
mourned. for the hardnefs of their hearts, “Mark-v. au 
_ Now grant that you have this pleafure,’ yet what joy 
is it to think, that while I have my eafe and peace the 
Lord hath-his burden; my teftand peace is the Lord’s 
forrow in heaven when the fons of God grew fleth- 
ly, the Lord repented that he had made man :-O: let’ 
the groanings of a: compaflionate God awaken you 
cut of this fecurity ! Bee P68 Seg 
SECT. | 


SE ae 
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Jarrany di 
7 Object. BUT there is none fecure here. bi 
 Anf. At is hard for wife not to fall here; but for 
foolifh not) to fall to this fin, at leaft to be long pre- 
ferved.from it, will be miraculous ; but for the moft 
part of men not to be drowned in it. tent 
1. Have not divers lived and never been awakened 
at all, not fo muchas to cry out, lam a damned'man, 
what fhall Ido? thou never hadft a {park of eternal 
flantes of wrath to kindle thy) confcience, and that afs 
ter an ignorant and prophane life. » | 
\a@s0If you, have been troubled, have you not fallen” 
afleep before ever. you have gotten any fettled peace 
and comfort in the blood of Chrift, only haft got fo 
much.,oil as. makes thy lamp burn, andogives thee a 
name to live, when thy veflel, is empty; and heart is 
deadyih ious & 0 190 Nae 
3. Have not many, nay moft of thy days been fpent 
without any forrow for, or reckoning conctrning>thy 
fin ?, it, may-be you have:a lent and a cleanfing week 
fometimes ; but. moft commonly it is otherwife, that 
you never fee fin, but fleep init, and fet yourfelves to 
go on, having found no hurt in fucha courfe as yet. 
40 How many ufe the ordinances of God, come to 
them,) but never gain good by them? what !"is there 
no gold.in thefe mines? yes; but a flothful, fecure 
heart, will not dig for themes) yo) 
-g. Nay;,do not God’s cries make thee fleep the faf.. 
ter? he taketh, away a great part of thy eftate from 
thee, and thou lookeft upon the mifery and fhame of 
rags and. poverty ; and thy heart dieth away wigh dif- 
content,|,and grows more worldly. If light be'dark- 
nefs, if means of wakening be a means of fleeping, 
how’ great is that fecurity? O therefore go out and 
meet’ the bridegroom ! 
e SECT. 
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SE Oss Vie 


Queft. BUT how foall I receive the Lord as my bride- 
groom ,and hufband? ~ 

Anf. 1. See what Hs widowhood is, and forfaken 
condition. Ifa. liv. 5, 6. “© When thou waft refufed, 
* the Lord loved thee,” what creature can help thee, 
when the Lord forfakes thee ? what a mifery 1 is it to. 
live out of a father’s houfe! 


2. See his love that he makes to you, siherulfe" 


you will never conclude it, bur fink, faying, ‘* The 
** Lord forgets me:”’ O fee his love he makes to thee 
to receive him; and that thou wouldeft give thy con- 
fent to have fins that thou mayft love him, Ifa. Ivi. 
6. A carnal heart, a whorifh lover defires to clofe with 
Chrift, thot Chrift may give gifts to it and love it; 
but a virgin that fhe may love the Lord, and be whol- . 


ly his; and this ‘will anfwer all doubts’; what have. 


you to do with Chrift, and all that mercy, grace and ° 
glory? O it is that I may love the Lord more. 


Object. It is prefumption. 


 Anf. No; it is that | may love the Lord indeed ; 
and now when the heart is drawn here, Pfal.'xlv. ot 
<¢ ‘Then fhall the king have pleafure in thy beauty ;”” 


¥ 


pleafure in thee, and all that thou doft: what, ina» 


me, that am weary of myfelf? Yes. in thee. 1. 
When he forfakes others, he will meet thee. 2. 
Though he departs, and forrows attend thee, yet thy 
forrows fhall be turned into joy, and he will fee thee. 
again, and never ceafe delighting in thee, but wrap | 
thee up in ev erlafting embracings. 


ae 


re 
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CHAP. Vil, SECT. 1. 


if Chrif’s coming, and ‘bis awakening Jleeping Chrif- 
‘Wg Tis tans. Ry 


Verfe 7. Then all the Virgins arofe and trimmed, &c. _ 


N thefe words to ver. 10. is fet down the effect 
which the cry had upon the virgins. ihe 

Firft, Upon all of them in general, in this feventh 
erfe. af . 

Secondly, Upon the foolifh in particular, in the 
ext verfes. | 

Firft the effeét it wrought upon all of them in ge- 
eral, both good and bad, is fet down in two things. 
. They did all arife, i.e. they were thorougsty awak- 
ned out of their fecure condition. 2. Being awak- | 
ned they fell to their work, which was to trim their — 
amps, as to beautify and adorn their lamps, which 
1ad_ now loft their light and beauty by foiling them-— 
elves, and all through neglect; now they trimmed 
hem, when firft, they wiped off the foil ; fecondly,. 
nade fearch for that which was neceffary for the fhin- 
ng glory of them; thus far the foolifh trimmed their, 
amps, Who yet did not find that oil in their veffels, 
which was the main thing to beautify them indeed, 
which the wife had; fo that they all trimmed their’ 
lamps; the wife trimmed theirs indeed; the foolifh 
theirs, fo well as they could. A 

Obferv. 1. That the ferious real apprehenfion of the 
nearne(s of Chrift?s coming, is enough to awaken 
thoroughly the moft fecure virgins: I fay, if virgins 
(efpecially that have been awakened to know any 
thing of the Lord’s coming) this will awaken them ; 
for when the cry was made he cometh, now they all 
arofe; whilft he did tarry as they thought, then they 
: M pt BEEP 5 
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fleep; but when the cry comes, that he is near and — 
coming, O now they awake : act? ti 

This coming is meant either of his coming to the — 
laft judgment, or of his coming to particular judg- — 
ment immediately at and after death: I fhall apply 
myfelf chiefly to the coming of Chrift at death to his 
people, becaufe this doth chiefly concern us ; the near 
approach of this will awaken, when apprehended 
near. : 

Rom. xiii. rr. When the apoftle would awaken 
them out of fecurity, *‘ Your falvation now is nearer 
“than when you firft believed,” ¢ e. that perfect 
falvation which is at that time ; now if the apprehen- » 

_fion that it is nearer than at firft awakens, much more 
when it is apprehened fo indeed. Jam. v. 8, 9. There 
it feems divers that were opprefled, and they ready to 
faint, and forfake the Lord, and wait no more; what - 
therefore doth he do? “* the coming (faith he) of the 

© Lord draweth nigh.” sn 

1 Sam. xii. 19. When Samuel told them before 
that mifery. fhould come if they would have a king, 

- they cared not; now when thunder came, that they 

_ faw death and the Lord near them, now they feared, 

‘and cried, and repented ; O we die, fay they, pray 

for us: It is with the foul as it is with fea-men, when 
they firft fet out in the main, if the wind be good, 
and all things well, they take their reft and fleep, 

tho’ going nearer every day than another; but when 
they apprehend they are near the fhore, now they look 
out, though in the night; fo here. 


See le A. C 
* ‘ - Ge 
Reafon t. BECAUSE here ‘a man fees an end of 
‘ his finful way; and of all his delights which have. 
bound him up in the bonds of fecurity ; a foft bed, - 

and and eafy pillow, and much feeding in a place of 
reft, will procure much fleeping 5 the heart of a man 

would never be fecure, if it had not fome delight or 

: other | 


f 
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_ other to. quiet itfelf. withal ; now at Chrift’s coming 


there isan end of it, then a man is ftripped naked of 
all his greatnefs and honour, friends, bleflings ; and 
when a man fees an end, and is come to an end of a 
finful way, now all a man’s delights and hopes perith ;. 
the beginning of a finful courfe is fweet and beautiful 
(like pi€tures feen afar off beautiful) but the end is, 
gall and wormwood ; for every finful fecure courfe is 
_ fweet in appearance, or in deed; if only in hope, and 
conception (as ina dream) when the-end comes, all 
a man’s hopes périth. If in deed it hath been {weet, 
now there is the more grief; now my heart, my life, 
my blood muft be taken from me, and what profit is 
there now in this my ftubborn way! when a man is 
finking, and the boat is breaking, what a miferable 
wretch now, Lord help ! hence Ezek. vii. 3, 6. when 
an end is come, now they fling their filver in the 
{treets ; O the ftumbling-block of mine iniquity, ver. 
18, 19. now “ they fhall feek peace and fhall not 
«¢ find it,” ver. 25, now “ they fhail feek a vifion of 
<¢ the Prophet,” ver. 26. Like a man that is drawn 
into a fair way, and is out of that his way, when he 
comes to an end, and is forfaken of all, left in a wood, 
now that is the profit ? 
Reafon 2. Becaufe at his coming there is the en- 
trance and paflage into eternity, and into-an eternal 
{tate of weal or wo; now though the apprehenfion 
of the end of a fecure finful way, may and will awak-. 
en, yet when eternity Is apprehended it will amaze 5 
for this time is but a little fpring or river which runs » 
> into eternity, and carries all men living down with it 
E to eternity ; Now when men fee an end of time, and 
the beginning of eternity, and themfelves potting 
thereto, it is as whena man fees himfelf floating up- 

~ on the waters, where there is no bottom, and all ftay . 
gone, though he hath been long fecure, now he will 
ery out if he fees it. It is with men now, as it is 
with thofe that are ready to be caft down from fome 
tower, it makes the heart tremble, O where fhall I 
: | M2 . alight, 


“7 Vet) Ae 
— se 1 a ae 
(ee * or 
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alight ! O it is impoffible but if men do apprehend e- 
ternity, and that alfo near unto them, but it will a- | 
waken them; it will make a ftout, {tony-hearted Saul — 
torun to Urim ; it will make kings and princes run 
to monafteries, and men to cells and deferts ; it will 
make the proudeft Felix tremble w en Paul reafons 
of judgment to come. It is ufually the firft thing that 
doth awaken the people of God ; eternity doth amaze 
them, and them that have fallen to all lafcivioufnefs. 
O eternity ! : eis 

Reafon 3. Becaufe of the terror at the coming of 
the Lord, Rev. 6. u/t. to them that be unprovided and 
_ unprepared; hence it is, and will be, when an evil is 
near, fear will fly out. Men as men will do it, unlefs 
they be walking-blocks and. brutes. For, 

1. Then they are to ftand naked before the Lord 
fo great and holy. | | 
2. ‘Then they fhall have all their fins fet in order, 
- Pfal. |. 21. and efpecially thofe fecret fins which they 
never faw, and whereby they did perfect their own 
perdition. ‘a 
| 3. Then the final fentence paft, never to be recal- 
led again, and they fhall know it ; for if there might 
_ be a day to repent, then fome hope;, but if not, O 
this awakens. 

4. Then to be furrendered up into the hands of 
devils, to be kept by that jailor in prifon, 1 Pet. iii. 
19. “until the coming of the great day 3? and fo-to 
be kept in their cuftody, and to be in their fellowfhip, 
looking back, and mourning for time mif-fpent, look. 
ing to time to come, fhortly to meet my body, and 
then to be parted for ever from the Lord! O when 
this evil is apprehended, it will awaken a man to 
fearch and look about him. . | 


\ 


opie ibe 


 Ufe I. HENcE fee a great caufe of the deep and 
long fecurity of many a man, and that in virgin- 
churches 


Ma 
' 
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churches, under all awakening means, ordinances; 
and providences of God; men put far from them 
this day of death, and time of Chrift’s coming, they 


think feldom of it, come not near to it, nor make it - 


near to them; fometimes they complain of a dead 
fluggith fpiris, fecure heart, and yet remain fo, and 


_ wonder fometimes at the reafon of it why it fhauld be 
fo; why? this is one reafon of it, either you think 


not of this coming of the Lord, or fee it not near; e- 
ven at the door, but number many days to yourfelves, 


‘— 
Om 


_ and this is the caufe of it, you do not lodge in, nay 


look to your coffins, and walk to your grave fide of- 


ten, and fo ftand there and hear the cry, and fee the 


Lord a-coming ; there will be more in what I fay than 
what you fee at firft blufh of this truth; but this I 
know, and the word proves it, univerfal fecurity a- 
rifeth from hence. As for inftance, oe ; 
1. Why do men mind the things of the world’ fo 
much ? that there is fuch care for them, fuch eager 
defire after them, that many times prayer is neglect. 
ed, ‘Sabbaths neglected, when will they be at an end? 
God neglected, fouls of wife, children, fervants, a 
man’s own foul negle&ted and overgrown with net- 
tles; that there is fuch an high opinion, dreams. of 
worldly goods, and when a man hath them, then at 
teft; becaufe, with the glutton, they think they have 
_ goods for many a year ; and hence we {hall fee when 
-a man waketh, death is near to him; and when it is 


near to a man, now he thinks he hath been deceived | 


in all the things of the world, that they are not good 
for him, 1 Cor. vii. 29. “ The time is fhort, and the 
‘* fafhion of the world pafleth away :’? Nothing makes 
thefe things fo fought after and good but only efteem ; 
now this is becaufe men look only to things prefent. 
2. Why do men’s hearts fink with the meannefs of 
_ their outward condition, and the troubles of it? (for 
this is fecurity) it is becaufe of this, they do not re- 
_ member the nearnefs of the coming of the Lord ; it is 
but'a little while longer, and then the God I. have 
| : chofen 
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chofen wilh alone be fweet, and he will make me a-- — 
" mends for all my troubles, and thereforelet me bear — 
up my head a little while. Pfal. xxxix. when David's . 
heart began to be troubled by feeing others profperi- 
ty, his own milery, “ Lord,” faith he, ‘‘ make me 
. & to know my end and the meafure of my days, mine 
‘© age is as an hand-breadth ;”? hence ver. 7. “* Lord, 
<< what hope I for? truly my hope is in tee.) < 
. Why are men puft up with their own excellen- _ 
cies, and filled with fuch pride and high conceits of 
themfelvcs, fometimes of their beauty, fometimes of 
their apparel, fometimes their friends, fometimes their. 
—efteem, and they value themfelves much b this ? 
men confider not the coming of the Lord, which fhall 
. ftain the pride of all glory, Ma. xxiii. 8. and that this 
time is near. 
4, Why do people complain they cannot prize the 
Lord or his ordinances as they could?’ why do men 
on their death-beds then prize it, then pray, then 
hear? iheu O a little mercy, then fend for Moles, 
then the Lord is righteous; and if he fhew mercy, 
never fuch a pattern asnow, becaufe now death and 
Chrift’s coming is near: you do therefore undervalue 
the gain of ordinances, becaufe of this; if you did, 
you would glory in nothing but the Lord, Jer. ix. 
21, 23. | oe 
_ g. Why do men go up and down without any af- 
{urance of the Lord’s love, or the truth of any grace, 
and that after convicton; why do men upon their 
death-beds feek for it, and then fall a fearching, and 
then open their eftates, and then defire peace? be- 
caufe the coming of the Lord is near; you put the 
day of the Lord far from you; if you faw it near, you 
would get on your armour in readinels againft the day ~~ 
of battle ;.if your hufband beat the door, you would — 
get on your apparel, Pfal. Ixxxix. 46, 47,.49. 4 
6. Why is fo much time fpent unfruitfully, that a 
Christian is not abundant in doing and receiving good? 
who is the better for thy fpeeches, for thy prayers, 
| : wae eS 


_ en 
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a - for thy example? when, Mofes, Pfal. xc. had num- 


bered men’s days, then ver. 17. “ {tablifh thou the 
“¢ work of our hands upon us:” Look upona Chrif- 
tian at firft converfion, he thinks he fhall not live 
long; it is flrange to fee what prayers, what tears ; 
how fruitful, how diligent he is; O therefore fee 
your fore this day, it is night almoft, O therefore up 
and be doing. 


4 


SECT. 1, 


Ufe 2. © Therefore, if ever you would be freed’ 
from this infectious, this damning fin and plague of 
fecurity, make the coming of the Lord near unto 
you, and come you near unto it, be ever near it; 
number your days, they are foon told over, and often 
think of your latter end when the Bridegroom comes 5 
for this will awaken you out of your fecure fits, and 
make you fall hard to your work. | 

Firft, This will make you do much work for the 
Lord in a little time ; when Mofes was to be gathered 
- to his fathers, now he provides for the church, now 

he inftruéts the people more than ever concerning 
their eftates, &c. 
Secondly, It will be very fweet; it is but a very 
little while though it be bitter, and it will put ftrength 
‘to do it; work is wearifome for want of ftrength; fo 
Chrift’s work is wearifome, becaufe we want ftrength; 
now this doth put ftrength into the foul, Jam. v. 


? 2 i 

a hirdly, It will be very glorious; works even of 
_ dying men are very glorious and fuccefsful : Speech- 
es of living (yet dying Chriftians) fink deep; for then 
God is near unto us when we are near unto him, and 
fee things as they are; and hence fuch {peeches are 
commonly bleft to men, the fpeeches and works 


_-_and carriages of Chrift were never fo glorious as 


when moft near his-end. 
| ee a. oo CT. 
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SE Cae oy ; 
Obie. BUT thould a Chriftian in Chrift ufe this 


asa motive to ftir up his heart, or no? this is mock- 
ery, this philofophy fends men to; doth Divinity do 
fo? a Chriftian muft be acted by love, not fear. - 

Anf.1. That which God hath fanétified for this 
end we may make ule of for the attainment of it; now 
God hath fan@tified afflictions, death, and the fear of 
them for this end, to awaken the fecure finner; Je- 
~ hofaphat fears and proclaimeth a fait; Noah feared 
and built an.ark; Chrift himfelf to the church of Sars! 
dis (to awaken her) profeffeth, ‘* he will comeas a thief 
' in the night, fuddenly,” 2 Pet. iti. « If the heavens 
“¢ fhall be diffolvéd, what manner of perfons fhould 
‘Swe be:’? It is true, it is hypocrify for a man to 
be led only by fear; but it is profanenefs (the origi- 
nal of the Sadducees) not to be terrified at all; it is 
not hypocrify to be awakened partly by fear to the 
apprehenfion of thefe things ; for God hath fanctified 
them for this end, and though thefe do not work 
grace (where there is none before) barely, yet the a- 
wakening of confcience, is that whereby the Lord pre- 
pares for grace; and thisis good inits kind; and it 
{tirs up grace where it was before, as here this cry 
makes the virgins to kindle their oil, and fet that a 
burning. ' ES 

Objet. 2. But the time is not near; fhould I ap- 
prehend an untruth? 
_ Anf. It may be it is near; the apprehenfion of 
this is not falfe, and this the Lord gives ver. 13. as 
the ground of conitant watch, ‘* for you know not 
‘ when he comes ;’? now if men love their goods, 
they will watch. etd Aaa 

2. It is near; if you had but wifdom to fee into 
eternity, and the nature of tfme, you would fay fo 
alfo, Pfal. xc, 4. ** A thoufand years are but'as yef- 
‘‘ terday, and as a watchin the night.” ‘Ver. 5. our 

| time 
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‘time is as a fleep, fhort and vain. Ver. 6. it is but 


as a flower of one day’s glory; may, it is but as a 
thought, ver. 9- It is fo when you fee things as they 
are, and you will atcount it fo; O therefore let me 
beg this of you, make Chrift’s coming and death 
near to you, that you may be delivered from your 
dead palfies, deep (lumbers, and dying fick fleeps 5 
efpecially feeing the figns of the Lord’s coming to 
reckon with you, do you think to efcape? Matters 
that betruft fervants with moft, will they call others | 
toaccount, to whom they have betrutted lefs, and 
not you? whiat people under heaven are trufted with 
more mercies and liberties than we' and do you think 
he is gone to a far country, and will never return? 
He let Palatine and other churches enjoy the means 

long, he fummons them to account by famine, {word 

and: peftilence, wild beafts and cruel foldiers; and 

fhall he never ride in his circuit this way ? yes verily : 

Do you boaft in the goodly ftones of thistemple? If 
the Lord by your fecurity be defpifed, and his mef- 

fengers, and ordinances, and kingdom, he will not 

leave one ftone upon another : When will this be? 

not yet : thatis true 5 yet awake at the figns of it, Mat. 

xxiv. *§ Wars, rumours of wars, famine, earthquakes, 

<¢ deceivers that come in the name of Chrift, apofta- 

6 cy of profefiors, whence many come to be offend- 

« ed: divifions and {catterings of one brother againft 

«© another, iniquity abounding in the world, and love 

=f) growing cold in churches 37’ if thefe be not a- 

mong{t us now, we have the lefs caufe to fear; if fo, 

have we not caufe toawakeone hour, confidering our 

time is nigh! if not, yet Chrift’s time is nigh of com- 

_ing to particular perfons. | 


‘Set. vt 


Quek: H OW fall I make it near £ | 

Anf. Vruly, till the Lord teach us the number of 

our days, we can never do it: yet three things oe ; 
| aS Foe ‘irlt, 


Firft, Convince thy foul of the fin and evil of looks — 
ing after to-morrow, and reaching after that time 
which is to come, Proy. xxvii... 1. It is none of 
thine. 2. Nothing draws the heart fo much from _ 
God. 3. You will never find what you expect hence ; 
thefe are lying vanities, therefore ¢ome not to thefe 
wells, * ; : 

Secondly, Either thou wanteft aflurance, then fear 
his coming ; for fear will make mifery prefent, and 
fo awaken ; and hope (e contra) good prefent: Ori 
thou hait affurance; then love his coming, ‘fee all 
thy good wrapt up there; and love wil] make things 
abfent beloved, and prefent comfort in the thoughts 
of them ; as wicked men that love the things of this 
life, and are in certain hopes. to have them, theyoft 
rejoice in the hopes ; _becaufe the good jis ‘prefent, 
they reckon upon it as theirs-already.. jog issiqmoo.- 
Thirdly, See how near you are unto the Lord Je. 
fas=°1. That you.are made for. the Lord, not toene 
joy thefe things ; they are made for you,'and not.yow' 
to ferve them; becaufe God hath called you out of 
this world, from the grave, hell, fin, to life ; now 
the next is glory, 2 Cor. v. 3048 Se . 

2. That there is nothing but thy breath, thy body: 
between thee and Jefus Chrift; when. this fhell is 
broken, thou art with the Lord, and fhall:fee | him: + 
with open face; this will make you look for the day» 

of delivery. nyobevs 


98 ON THE PARABLE OF THE 


Ger 


3.3 HER 


fotos ptt eeldnaanSeboCiiloa meas 


Of Chriftians trimming their lamps, and how bolinefs ig 


the Chriftian’s glory, 
And trimmed their Lamps. 


IT : : : Re, see ee Cl 
HE word trimmed fignifies adorned, beautified<) 


‘their lamps, made 


clean cr cleanfed pdtis the 
iioteg vtswd: Toa: et fame 


. 
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word which is ufed, i Tim. ii. 9, * Women’s adorn- 
*¢ ing let it not be with pearls, but good works.” 
Quett. What is the glory of the lamp ? 
, Anf. ¥irkt, When the filth is wiped away, which 
did defile it. | 
Secondly, When oil is gotten, and the lamp is 
lighted, now. it is in its full ‘trim as it was at firft. 
when they went out ; whilft they were fleepng, their 
lamps not being looked into, began to lofe their fhin- 
ing glory ; now they recover them. : 
Object. But how came the foolifh to trim their ~ 
lamps? ; 
Ant: They did endeavour it, and did fomething, 
that-way, as’ is) apparent from the context, and fo i. 
they:trimmed them fo far as they could reach; but 
the compleat and full adorning of then was this of 
‘the wife. And therefore look as by oil in the veffel _ 
is meant the eternal anointing of the Spirit of grace“ 
within, fo by {hining is meant the glorious profetion _ 
arifing from it, as the adorning of women, 1 Tim. i, 
 g. is their holy converfation. : Ye 
Obferv. 2. That the Spirit of holinefs abiding in the 
hearts, and fhining in the lives of faints, it is their. 
excellency, ornament and glory: This adorns the 
virgins lamps; through fecurity they began to lofe 
their glory: Now when they prepare their lamps, 
they adorn their lamps ; and this is their glory.— 
2 Cor. iii. ult. © We are changed into the fame image 
<“ from glory to glory ;”” grace and holinefs is glory. 
} Epbef. v.27. Chrift. prefents. a glorious church ; 
wherein? “ without fpot or wrinkle, and holy before 
4 the Lord.”? 1 Vheff. ive 4. Sanctification and honour 
are joined together. es 
SEF. Ths. 
 Queft. War Spirit. of boline/s is it’ which is a 
 Gbriftian’s glory? : 


 Anf. It is not every patcht profeffion, of holinefs 
ge : which. 
N 2. 


an 


pe 

x 
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which is a Chriftian’s true glory ; for by what means: 


4s the name of God more blafphemed by the wicked’ : 


of the world, than by thofe that profefs-holinefs, yet — 
break out into fcandalous fins! Rom. ii. 14. it is a 


wonder if a profane man be good a little ; but it is a 
greater wonder and fcandalif a profeflot be bad a lit- 
tle. Neither is it a moft glorious appearance of holi- 
nefs, this is deceit, craft, and hypocrify, not aglory: 
A itage-player that aéts the part ofaking, wants the 
glory of aking; and hence Paul oppofeth himfelf to 
thefe, 2 Cor. v. 12. But when there is firft an ex- 
emplary holinefs, arifing fecondly, from the fulnefs of 
the Spirit of gtace within, as here in the virgins, a 
fhining profeffion from an inwatd Spirit, when Chrift 
hath attained the end of offering up  himfelf, ‘* that 
<* men aré a peculiar people, zéalous of good works :”” 
Suppofe the lamp doth burn, yet if not for the end it 


‘was made, fo that aman can {earcely fee his way, nor. 


others by it, its glory is much loft : Now the end of 
the Spirit of holinefs is this, the end of Chrift’s death 
and miniftry is this; -Phil. ii, 13, 14. and though 
they may fpeak evil, yet # Pet. ii. 12. they may 
glorify God in that day; when it is with men 
as it is with thofe, Zech. viii. wit. 2 We. have 
““feen God is in you ;’? when a man maintains 
a fleepy carelefs profeflion and name; the lamp now 
wants its trim ; when lamps are put under bufhels, 
they lofe their glory. : Loe 
Quelt. 2. Before whom is this their glory ? 
Anf. t. Before the eyes of God the Father, John 
xii. 26. “© He that fhall ferve me, him fhall my Fa- 


‘* ther honour ;”” and though the world honour them — 


not, yet they fhall be fpectators of it. : 


2. Before Jefus Chrift’s eyes; Pfal. xlv. 11. “* For. — 
“* get thy country and thy father’s houfe, fo the King _ 


** fhall take pleafure in thy beauty.” 
3. Before all the people of God themfelves, 2 Theff. 


1. 4, 5-. “* So that we glory of you among all the 


“churches ;” every one will be fpeaking of fuch’; O 
ae there 


~~ 


~._) 
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there is one of a thoufand; hardly thal! you g6 into ~ 


his company but you {hall get fome good, and life, 
and heat from him. 
4. Before hypocrites many times, who of all others 


are the greateft haters of the ways of holinefs and the 


power of godlinefs; hence Herod, Mark vi, 20. 
loved John, becaufe a holy man, not becaufea deep — 
{cholar, or a great man; hence, while Jofhua and 
the elders live, the people ferve the Lords; and while 


_Jehoiada lives, Joath is forward; the greateft mon- 


archs fall down here. ah : 
5. In the eyes of bad men, and hence Deut. iv. 6. 
+. when they kept the ftatutes of the Lord, what na- 
tion fo great, as hath fuch laws, and fo wife alfo! this 
is their better part, 2 Cor. v. 11. “*.we are manifelt 
<¢ in their conf{ciences ;’? and hence the worft fay of- 
ten, if all were fuch as they are, &c. 
uelt. 3. When is it their glory ? } 
Anf. 1. In this life (as hath been already fhewed) 
in midft of reproaches, the Spirit of glory, 1 Pet.iv. . 
14. in midft of weaknefles, David’s heart was per- 
fects . aid 
a. At the great and laft day; let aman by his wif- 
dom, conquefts, excellencies get himfelf a name, yet 
when death comes, his glory perifheth ; if it doth laft, 
yet not long; the greateft monarclis have, been like a 
mighty wind, filled the world with a noife for a time, 


-and then down; but at the laft day, then © their 


fhame, what éverlafting contempt fhall they-arife un- 


to! But this fhall be our glory atthe laft day, 1 Pet. 


is, 6, 7. ‘which fhall be to glory and praife at the 
** coming of our Lord ;”’ and it is faid,. *¢ then-fhall 


““ the righteous fhine as the fun ;’’ andthen ‘¢ all 


‘© the world fhall ftand and admiré, and wonder at 
¢ them.’ And 5 ea 

3. Throughout all eternity this fhall be their glory, 
even “ an everlafting name unto them, better than the 


> 6 name of fons and daughters ;’’ when the wicked 


wi eae | 


-fhall fee them all at the right hand of God, and grath 


Hi. 


their 
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their teeth, that themfelves are fhut out, when the | 
Lord and his. faints fhall take infinite delight one in ~ 
another, Luke xi. 37. Kei 


hy 


SB, Cugls tills : 
Queft. 4. Wir is this a Chrifian’s glory, excellency, 


and honour 2 ave | 
Anf.. 1. In regard. of the bafenefs of other things 
wherein men. do ufe to glory; the wife man in his 
_wifdom, the ftrong man in his ftrength, the rich man 
in his wealth: there are three things which make 
» thefe bafe. | ; | 
-Firft, Thefe things make a man not the more ta 
be accepted of God ; the Lord refpedts not, values not 
‘the worth of any man by thefe things; and to make 
all the world know this, ‘*-he ftaineth the pride of all 
«© glory, and chufeth the poor and foolifh things of 
** the world to confound the wife ;’’ a wife man will 
never refpect the horfe the more becaufe it carries 
ftore of rich treafures, be will not fall down and re- 
verence it for this; hang {wine about with pearls, who. 
honours them the more? and will a wife-God refpect 
a man the more for thefe things? 1 Pet iii. 5. What 
is that that is of great price with God? Holinefs is of 
great price with God: and what: though’ all the 
world honour a man, and a man honoureth himfelf, 
while this is wanting ? Ay | cane 
Secondly, All thefe things leave a man dead under 
the reign of fatan, power. of his fin and dominion of 
death; and hence Jer. ix. 24. ‘‘ Let no mam glory in his 
** wifdom,” &c. Death js entered into your windows ; 
take any bondman bound with fetters (though gold-_ 
en) doth any man account him the more glorious? a 
prince that is made a vaflal and flave to every bafe 
fellow, is he the more glorious $.no: fo whiles menlie _ 


under the reign of death; ftick a mam thatis dead with 


flowers,what is he the more glorious alas, no! his life is 

gone; now the Spirit of holinefs is called the Spirit. 

of life, even of the life that never fhall die, Rom. viii, 
And 
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_ And therefore as it is faig of a flie, there is more ex. 
_ cellency in a gnat than in a cedar, than in the glori- 
ous heaven, becaufe it hath life, which the other hath 
not ; fo though men wonder at the goodly trappings 
of wicked men, yet the pooreft and mott defpifed 
Chriftian, that hath the Spirit of life, is more gloe 
rious. i 

Thirdly, Becaufe thefe things only purchafe the 

- More credit and honourin the eyes of men, and that 
of wicked men; for 1 Cor; y. 10, « We know no | 
“man after the fleth ;”? if they do, it is that which they — 
account themfelves beafts and fools for, as David did, 
Pfal. Ixxiii. And what is the honour of man ? it is the 
bafeft thing that.is 5. for it is that which is without a 
_ Man, It is no excellency within the man; it is but the 
thoughts of a. man’s: head and heart, than which, 
what more vain, what:more mutable? Nay, it is but — 


the dreams of a man’s head; for they are miftakes: if 


all the town fhould dream another was a King, who — 
yet were indeed. a beggar (which when they awake | 
they fee) what were he the better for this? Paul, 2 
Cor. xi. 22. how he doth glory in privileges, which g 
were better and, more goodly hangings than thefe | 
~“ this’ (faith he) I fpeak asa fool ;”? and what are’ 
thefea Chriftian’s glory ? no furely. : c 
Anf. 2, Becaufe'that is a Chriftian’s glory which is 
Chriit’s glory. | ; 

Firft, It is that glory wherein the glory of Chrift 
confifts, Pfal.. iven5; 2... Thou art fairer than the 
“children of men, full of grace is thy lips ;”? and 2 
Cor. iii. ult * into the fame image from glory to glo- 


World is his glory, but it is becaufe it is mixed with 
fuch holinefs, Ifa: vi, 1,2, 3. Phil. ii. 8,9. “he hum. 
“bled himfelf,” and this hath given him a name, and 
thall be his name forever ; this is that which makes 
the Lord Jefus. lovely: and: amiable in the eyes of all 
his people, Rey. XV».4..*° who would not fear thee, 
“for thou only art sholy'!?? and fo he is, for all the 
Lars receive their light and fhine with it, by this se: 
aes pers ieee only 


ae 
Fan 
ts 


‘ry: Indeed. Chrift’s greatnefs in governing the , _ 
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only ; afd fo the more a Chriftian excels in this, the | 
moreilike he is to Jefus Chrift, and fo more glorious 
- and lovely. | een 
Secondly, This.is that which gives him glory, ie Os 
fo far as creatures can 5, and hence Ifa. xlvi. 13. Ifra- 
el is called, ‘¢ the glory of the Lard,” MastJxil. 2, 3° 
the) righteous is called, ** the glory and crown, and 
« diadem in, the hand of the Lord!” and as ,God is 
better than the foul, fo, this, viz.) to glorify the Lord, 
+ better, than to be glorified by the Logdseicttd sisi 


ae! Oe La auuelaieue sade 


rilstive. Ws HENGE fee one reafon why men lofe their 
honour, their love and refpect in tte eyes ot God and 
men; their judgments are not reyerenced, their) per- 
_ fons notiaceepted, their names and practices|defpiled ; 
(this:is one reafon among, the reft,,a decay in holineds 5 
the lamp-is defiled, the dight and luftre. of it going 
- outs and who will reverence, it then Jt is admirable 
sto fee the complaints abroad. at ee i 
~) Firft, Look but into families, what 1s the teafon 
‘there is fo, much, difcontent therg,,,that fervants. are 
weaty of their malters,, mafters. oftheir, fervants ; 
and there is fuch complaints one, of another, little re{- 
pect one of another? It is for want of holinefs, pow- 
er, and life of godlinefs ; the mafter faith the fervant 
is unruly, froward, furly, flothful, unfaithful, untruf- 
ty, and’ muft not be fpoken, to ; the fervant faith, his 
matter is paffionate, unkind, wants pity to his body, andl 
fometimes trikes him withoutcaule, butiseaten up with 
the world, &c, truly this is the caufe. It feems the Lord 
wrought upon divers in primitive times, and the apoftle 
gives fervants an item, “ that they may glorify God, 
* and adorn the gofpel of the Lord Jefus 3? Tit. ii. 10. 
how came Jofeph into Potiphar’s books; O, he was. 
very holy, and very: prudent ;,and I will warrant, did 
his matter’s work better when his mafter was abfent 
than before, and prayed for fuccefs in his bufinels, as 
ae hess Abraham’s 


a 
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Abraham’s fervant. Look but upon hufband and wife, 
it is ftrange to fee what divifions and jars there ; and 
what is the caufe of it, wife doth not honour hufband, 
nor hufband honour wife? how comes this? O, there 
is little holinefs feen in their private walking one with 
another ; the woman thought the man godly; had I 

_ known this, I would have feen you'a hundred miles 
off, &c. the man alfo complains of his wife, I fee 
now I am like to be troubled with’a continual drop- 
ping, a very fury of hell, fo impatient, (and the next 
neighbour hears of it) nothing can pleafe her ; what 
is the reafon of this? your fin makes your fhame, 
and there is the want of holinefs, 1 Pet. iii. 3. man 
might be converted by the wife, and the wife by | 
the hufband ; not that it is always fo, but ufually 
a0... he 
Ufe 2. Hence fee what little caufe any wicked man _ 
hath to lift up his head with any glory he hath, becaufe 
the fpirit of holinefs, beauty and glory is departed 
from them; as when the foul is departed from the . 
body, its glory and beauty is departed from them, it 

is withered ; and therefore we fhall read in fcripture 
what names the Lord gives them, as dogs, fwine, fer- 
pents, a generation of vipers, painted fepulchres, de- — 
vils in the time of the greateft profeffion, as Judas, | 

» John. vi. “* Wild beatts,”? and that in the greatefi out- - 
" ward glory; and hence the four monarchies of the 
world are refembled to fuch beafts, bears, leopards, 
&c. thus for their perfons: and as for their actions, 
all they do is unclean, and ignoble, and hence com- 

~ pared to thiftles, that cannot bring forth figs or 
. grapes; and hence Solomon compares them, “As 
sq ** jéwels in a fwine’s {nout,fo is a parable in the mouth 
of a fool ;” if becomes them not, it is abomination 
~ in the fight of God all that which they do, though 

' glorious before men: and at laft day they fhall rife 
up to everlafting contempt ; and it is faid, Ha. Ixvi. 
ult. ** their worm thall never die, and they fhall be an 
** abhorring to all fleth,” nae they may carry ? 
Wier yh a nh 8 . ou 
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ut fair for'a time; the faireft profeffors that by their - 
forceries and enchantments deceive the people, fhall 
be filled with fhame; and.as the magicians were {mit- 
ten with fores they could not ftand before Mofes (be-- 
ing {mitten with fores) fo you fhall not be able to 
{tand before the Lord at the Iaft day; and look as it 
is with Chrift and his people, their crofs and fhame 
here, it is but their preparation to their crown; and 
hence, when Chrift was put to the moft open fhame, | 
then was the day-break of his glory ; fo all that you 
glory in, which God gives, it is but a folemn prepar- 
ation for your fhame: and hence, when Nebuchad- 


 tezzar is at his higheft pitch and thoughts of glory, 


then is his downfall: if a man fhould have a crown 
_ upon his head, all honour given him, and it fhould 
be whifpered to him, this is but a preparation to your 
execution; what little glory could he take in that ? 
but rather fall a weeping, as Paul, Phila. 18, 19. 
when he faw fome ‘ that made belly their God, and 
 boafted of the things of the earth, whofe glory is 
their fhame;’’ and he fpeaks of them weeping: and 
therefore you that can fit in chimney-corner, when 

you meet with your companions, hang, draw, 

_and quarter within yourfelves, and cénfure all church- 
es, minifters and Chriftians of a town and country, 
and if you {ee any fores, like flies, go and fuck them 
and make them worfe; or if not, you can make them 
and imagine’ them, and fcoff at holinels fecretly ; and 
though your confciences condemn you of wickednefs 
yet lift up yourfelves with fomething that you have; _ 
O know it, your beauty: never a man but glorieth _ 
in fomething; fo much eltate, fo.much efteem, fo 


much wifdom, and gifts, birth and beauty ; and now. } 
as proud as Satan, but yet a ftranger to the life of 


God, your converfation is not above : O poor crea- 
ture! happy were it for thee if thou wert no man, 
{dying fo) but the moft defpifed of all God’s crea- — 
tures, who art now abhorred of God, and {halt be the 
fhame of all creatures another day. aes 


SECT. 
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Me SEG@T.. VI 
-Ufe 4 HENCE if any hath loft the glory and ef- 


teem in the confciences of the people of God, fee how 
to recover it; the country is full of complaints 
cand murmuring; among the reft this is one of 
the foreft that. many complain of, they are not 
refpected, they are no body ;_ they had this and 
that efteem ; now the market is fallen here, and hence 
offended at every one, and cannot pafs for members ~ 
in ‘many churches ; and hereupon bear a private 
grudge againft the church, and all ordinances in it, 
gnd. flie towns, oF ft fill, and comfort themfelves 


- their confcience is clear, ac. It is with many as it is 


with Briftow-ftones, they are like pearls, and fo they 
go till they come to the jewellers ; and then when tri- 
ed not worth two-pence 5 fo many men never came 


to the trial, as here God’s providences try fome men 


-ymore than ever loffes, forrows ; God’s ordinances try 
men, and thus they are found too light ; would you 


now recover it? O get a fpirit of holinefs ' and think, 


\ 


© | have had a efteem of, and acquaintance with the 
Lord Jefus, that the glory of the Lord is not to this 
day rifen upon me; © then make after, and mer-. 
chandife for this, Prov. lil. 14,'15> 16: Sometimes a 
godly man lofeth this ; is there not inwardly a decay 
of holinefs ? and hence God hath forfaken, and fuf- 
fered to fall into fome fin, fo as man hath feen it ; 
‘do you think the Lord will honour you in the hearts 


of his people, while you difhonour him? when you: 


live in a vain dead-hearted condition, and difguife 


ourfelves,, OT 12 impenitency for open offences either: 
of opinion oF practice 3°“ Be it far from me,’ faith 


~~ the: Lord, 1 San. ii. 30. ‘¢ them that difhonour me 
+ < {hall be lightly efteemed ;” and hence Godiwill cut 


off Eli’s children ; you know what a fad. letter Paul 


_ wrote to the Corinthians 5 but when they faw the {pie 
ritual meaning, 2 eis Vil, 14) V)e Paul boatfts of 


2 them 3. 
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them 5 Titus his affeCtion was abundant toward them;,.. 
if not, abundant: confeflion @nd glory to God, how. ., 
thould, you. look ‘that God fhould elfe give glory to . OV | 
you ! It is wonderful to fee, how men that have been. ier 
convinced, of fin, and’ yet would hide it, how Rei 
Lord in his jealoufy Hath difeovered them in his time; r 
_ the fin hath been committed by them, and enquiry stic 
hath been made, and fome conviction, and yet they 
have wound off, and cried out of wrong ; the Lord 
hath left them to worle evils; and fo the Lord will deal’ 
‘with men; and fo I fay, hide your fin, it thall be your. 
fhame at laft, and the Lord will never honour you 1h 
the confciences of his people till you out with It, and. srt 


> ¢ 


_ confefs its. Jannes and Jambres, their madnefs fhall 

_ be known at lat; Ifpeak not this that men fhould. 
make holinefs a bridge to their own honour, and fo, 
to ftand upon Chrift’s fhoulders'y but that this isthe... 
way to. regain fuch ablefling, which ah humble hearz,......, 
knows -how. fo want;'as ‘well as to Have, ek Ze Suite 

Ujfe 4.0 then place your glory in this ; ofall things mE 

in the world;.a man defires nothing more than hon- 
our ; it-is dearer than life, and it is that which every: 
one dothsdefire ; O beloved, hunt not after fhadows, 
feed not. your hearts°with dreams ; make not your oe 

' garlands .of withered flowers, but in this which AS) yy 
your glory before God and men. Jet. ix.94, Det 
** not rich mem glory in riches, but-in this, that he. 
Ge knoweth, mey”’ “It was the heavy complaint the | 
Lord took, up again{t his people, Jer. ii, 1k, “That Hiray2 
“they did change their glory ;”? the Lord himielf is bo 
‘the glory of his people, as fhining in them by his,{pi- fir 
rit; it was the great fin of the Gentiles, A) REC 
“that they changed the glory of the incorruptible _ 
~ God into an image of corruptible men and beaits ;*? aie 
fo you know this is your glory ; and’O now to change SS ES 
this glory for an image of glory ! ang hence givenup.__ 
to vile affections, ‘to a corruptible mind ; and there- WRC S 
fore Prov. viii 4.9, « Exalt het, fhe thall Promote. 
“thee 5" admire at this | A man excels in nothing 

Rec ae . bu 
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MT3SNSD « 
sot 2 


iG Ste 


LODE ass: 


PEt 


_ things are yours ;” ’ take any prince |that. hath? a’ 
_ kingdom, will he houfe in\a cottage, or: fpend his’ 
“time and caré to thatch and repair that2ynoy all the® © 


TEN VIRGINS. ; Tog ssn. 
but what he admires at, ‘or fecks nét:to 5 edict in any 


thing but what he wonders at, you.will never’ ‘place’ 


your glory in holinefs, nor excel init} \unlefs-you'ad- 
mire at it; and it will then exalt you, and’ bring you — 
to honour, becaufe indeed it isyyour honour: O O'that 
God ‘would work this, men, ponidin pot be oa Pe baeoetl 
after the world, ‘nor praife of, men) bis nged. Ws . 


7c 
{~ b pL aete 
< V¢ i As LAA ay 


re Oh & E Ge Ts Vi. Hiown.o1 front Tol dan 
Queft. BU: T pi, Ibail x we come. pio this fy bap 31s! Ce Sitl 
Anf. +e Confider the exampleof Chrift, and nto” 

the people of Chrift at all times, who did:not place’ 

their glory i in thefe things, but in things above: if. a" 

man is to lay much out upon fomething in the mar- 

ket, if he be wife he will enquire of prudent men that’! s 

Kocw things, the worth, of them, andithemit falls out’) ¥°" 


fometimes thofe things. he efteems highlyare of no“ 


value; fo here, look, upon Paul, « Gali-vi.ia. 439 $* God *\~ 
“ forbid'T fhould glory i in any, thing. but:the crofs‘uf °° “* 
<¢ Chrift';”* 1 Cor. iv. 13. ), When) the Corinthians!» '"° 
were pated up. with greatnels,. to pull them'down?? ~ 
from this, he profeffeth he.and others were the ome stiles 
fcouring of the world, and this was their elory; verfe?”* "°” 
16. Look upon Chrift himfelf, he had asymuch ex-2 "!°” 
cellency as could be, yet he calt it off, ** defpifed ie 

* the glory of the world, was a worm and nomans’ 

he protefieth & he fought no honour of men, “but iffeo” 

<< will of him that fent him ;’’ this was:his glory. | 
Ee as Look” upon. the ‘excellency of your: eftate im’ 
Chrift, 4! Cor i iil. 21. “* Glory not in men; for all’ 


¥\9 


kingdom’ is" mine ; . and hence he will:have kingly” 
thoughts and ‘kingly. aims, and ends, ;and acts that’ 
ennoble him indeed : So he, 2 Cor. v. g2 ‘* Knows 
“ing we have a houfe above,’’ that there is:but a 


- breath between us and glory, ‘¢ we labour (are am- 


bitious) 
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bitious) that whether abfent or prefent to be accepted 
‘< of him.” ‘The very reafon why the hearts, minds, 
lives of men are fo debafed, as to feek their glory in . 
that-which is their fhame, is this, they know no bet- 
ter eftate, no greater glory ; the God of glory, and 
kingdom of glory, and promife of glory, and ark, and 
cherubims, and oracles of glory in Chrift have been 
to this day hid from their eyes; hence Heb. xii. 2. 
* Chrift for the joy fet before him defpifed the 
‘6: fhame.”?. - Sia rpads ay 
3. Make the Lord prefent with you, and fee him - 
fhine about you in his glory ; when poor men come 
to, the court and fee no king there, they bow down to 
his chair; where if he was feen, he fhould have all 
the honour then; fo when men fee creatures, but fee - 
them like empty chairs, the God of glory not filling 
of them, we bow down to creatures ; but when God 
is feen, now the foul gives all glory’‘to him; a man 
that lives without any in his houfe as chief, all fer- 
. vants attend on him; but when the prince comes with 
his train, now all his fervants with himfelf are too’ 
licile to attend the prince; fo here, when men come 
to pray, or preach, or fpeak, O how doth a wicked 


"heart {eek itfelf? but when thé Lord is feen, now all 


attend on him; hence when God fends his people to _ 
honour him, he firft appears to them in his glory, - 
and it never is long out of their minds; hence Abra- 
ham forfook his own country, Ads vii. Mofes for- 
fook Egypt, he faw God invifible, Heb. xi. 26, ay 
Pfal. xxii. ult. ‘* All nations {hall remember and 
** turn to the Lord ;” when the Lord is feen,.all our | 
glory is fhame, Ifa. vi. and now glory in that, and — 
- make him as prefent as at the laft day, then all: {hall 
fall down before him. sage — 

4. See how every fervice you perform unto him,. 
every act of holinefs quickned by the Spirit of life is 
pleafing to him; if a prince be with a man, and can- 
not be pleafed, nothing can content him, or we hear 
not one word from him whether we pleafe him or not,” 

we. 
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we fhall grow weary of him at laft; but to confider 
this, “he tHat ferves me, him will my Father honour, 
‘s that every cup of cold water, fhall have a difciple’s 
“ reward; that every groan fhall be heard; that 
_ what you do to-one of thefe little ones, you do it to 
« Chrift,”’ and Chrift takes it kindly as done to him- 
{elf ;'that ‘* the Lord remembers the love of your ef- 
‘© poufals,”’ Jer. ii. when you follow him in a land 
not fown, that the comfort of all your labours, tears, 
fufferings, fhall follow you to heaven, and for ever 
lodge in that bleffed breaft of thine ; O brethren, faith 
Paul, ‘¢ always abound,” and {pend your time here, 
<< knowing your labour is not in vain in the Lord ;’’ 
why do men feek to pleafe men, and place their glory | 
there? becaufe men fee and-approve them; O what 
is this to the approbation of a God? 


SECT. VU. 


Q) Then preferve this yout glory; when men have » 
any thing in the world that is their glory, their crown, — 
their treafure, O they will keep that efpecially ; ra- . 
ther lofe life than lofe their names, and glory in. the 
world; O preferve the fpirit of holinefs, efpecially m 
thefe places ; this hath been, this only fhall be our 
glory; and that not in name, and yet'dead, ‘but in 
deed and in power we have had our Chriftian con- 
verfation, and that not by contenting ourfelves with 
“alittle; but to be exactly holy; a little fpot is foon 
“feen in yout coat; you fhall obferve it.” 

“a \When the Jews fhall be made the glory’of all the 
earth, their glory fhall not confift then in immediate 
“revelations ; but in fanétification ; there fhall be holi- 
nefs and fanctification ; thete fhall be holinefs on’pots — 
and horfe bridles. ast Petes, 

9) When the Lord willbe a defence to his people, 


- and’a fhadow from heat, and from the fun; it fhall 


be’ when the Lord hath purged away the filth of men 
by a fpirit. of burning; not which burns. up all holi- 
keen eg ny lta Caae nefs, 


& 
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nefs, but filthinefs and felf. confidence in any holinefs,. 


and hypocrify, and fo they hall be holy, Ha. iv. 3, 4. 


3. How, many men {tumble by opinions, divifions, 


&c. (the fruits of a corrupt head, and ftreams of a 


dunghill heart) that had rather live in forrows among - 


enemies, than divifions among friends! O the fpirit — 


of people, as foon as any new calf is made, fall down 
and worfhip it, and break the ancient land-marks. 
which the word hath fet, and then make prognoftica- 
tions of allill weather to arile from oppofing their O- 
pinion; never fhall our glory be recovered till thefe 


evils are confefled and lamented, and the fin of the 


heart, which begat them. > - - + palbaVenls 
4. wondered why fo few be converted (though 
bleffed be God, fome the Lord doth pick out, a few 
fervants, children and natives) is itnot becaufe either 
_ this exemplary holinefs, which is our glory, ‘is not, 
or not fo fhining, but our lamps are dim? Minifters 


preach, and hearers are troubled, but they then look . 


upon fcandals and offences from others} and fo are 

beaten off again, Zech. viii. 20, 21, 2:29:28 955 0 there-. 
fore preferve it. 2 

5. How will all the world abhor the ways we walk 

in, if we mifcarry ? 


6. God will have holy churches, he is refining the 


whole world now for that end, and will do fo more 
and more, and go on. | 


ae SRA of AAR be 
Queft. Fy, OW /hall we preferve it ? 


An. 1, Take heed of harbouring an ill opinion of 
holineis 3 for then if your judgments diflike it, your 
tongues and your lives fhali difgraceit: Take heed of 


° 
wy 


imagining that, firft, there is no grace in faints, only 


immediate a@tings of the Spirit; this is no Spirit of ' 


holinefs, no more than in Balaam’s afs, through which 
God fpake to him. . 


Secondly, That thefe graces are only common; 
. 3 who 
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“who will feek much after that, or efteem that which 
‘is but common ? this is to defpile the Spirit, to con- 
temn the blood of the covenant, whereby the church 
CS She. See sy ue aaa ; ogee 

is fanGtified. bo suchas feanee teauastall 
Thirdly, That grace is fo dark and obfcure a thing 


always, as no evidence can be had by it, though itbe 


“peculiar grace: this is a high degree of difgrace to 
“the Spirit of grace ; if one fhould fay, hére is a man, 
“but believes not his teftimony, it is doubtful and very 

queftionable whatever he faith: it is a difhonour to 
him, take heed of this : “When the Spirit of holinefs 


Gomes to us in form, it comes thus, with little peace’; 
but when in power, with much affurance, t Theil. i. 
_§. Itisa fad thing, if that which was the complaint 
“of the Prophet, fhall be the complain of the Spirit, 


“© Who hath believed our report, and to whom is 
« the.arm of the Lord revealed ?”” . 

2. Take heed of decaying in a Spirit of bounty and 
love, and in largenefs of heart to all the people of — 
"God, nay, to all men, fo far as.you have time and 
ftrength ; let a man be never fo greata'prince, If he 
once lofe his bounty, he lofeth his glory ; fo here, Ifa. 
Wii. 8. ** Give bread to the hungry, then fhall thy 
« light break out of obfeurity.” Many complain 
that New England -hath fo little love, non members 
“aye not vifited, not regarded (though many. times un- 
juftly.) © they thought to fee fo” much’ love, and 
care, and pity; but-here they may live and never be 
{poken to, never vified; O take heed of this; -no- 
thing beautifies a Chriftian in the eyes,@f others more 
than fuch love, (hypocrily is nought) O excel here; 
vifit poor families, fit one half hour and {peak to dul- 
couraged hearts, fhew kindnels to ftyangers ; fuch 
you were’: 1 will warrant’ God will blels yous this 

was the @lory of Chritt, full of.grace and truth. 
af gt: we NEEY careful in receiving im of members in- 
“to churches; one ill man will bea fpot aiid pollution 
to allithe reft,, Jude 12: * fpotsin your feats 57? you 
know how many come over, how it begins to be 
pleaded for ; what | not baptifed, and profeflors >and 
yet 


Py 


%. 
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yet how many are disfigured; therefore try them > 


well, take heed of thinking elders or churches are 
ftrict. 


? 


Fourthly, Be much in prayer for the churches, | 


Ha. Ixii. 7. ‘* Give the Lord no reft till he make Je- 
** rufalem the praife of the whole earth ;” that is the 
way 5 do you fee any fins in the country, go and ftand 
in the gap with Mofes, and though the Lord offer to 
do good to you, yet turn him not off fo, till she pro- 
mife to ‘relieve his poor churches alfoy: beg, and this 
will doit; be much in fafting, it isa fhame for us (who 
are laying the foundations of many generations) not to 
be much with God in prayer and faiting,and that when" 
in other. places there is fo much fowing of this feeds" 


VS 


CHAP) Xiy<E GiDa Eeqt on hose 


Pesca : . ee Tas ae 
Shewing that counterfeit grace is not lafting. ; 

oF rid 5s of 

Verife 8. And the foolifh faid unto tie wife, Giveus of yoitr oil, | 
Jer our lamps are going cut. . . = 

9: But the wife anfwered, Jaying,. Not J», deft there be ROE: « 
enough for us and jou; but go you rather to them thas. 


fells and buy for jourfelues. 


i thefe words is fet down the effect which this a- 


“wakening cry took in the foolith virgins ‘only, 


: 


Firft, They come to feel, and fo to complain of the 
e 5 = 


want of oil. ae 

Secondly, They petition the wile, that they would. 
give them of their oil; which latter is amplified in 
verfe 9. from the anfwer the wife made unto them. 


We {hall open the words as we come to obferve a. 2 


iTS 


ny thing from them, and begin now with the com: , 
plaint (“ Our lamps are gone out’’) or “« going out,”? . 


it is all one ; the wife virgins lamps did grow di 
but yet their oil was not {pent ; 


Pesvis PAW en 


$ 


i 

ce. ; ISTE ftt 
' not {p but there. their’ oil + 
was pent, and hence their lamps were going out, . 
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Obferv. 1. That counterfeit and common grace of 
foolifh virgins, after fome time of glorious profeflion, 
will.certainly go out, and be quite {pent : It confumes 
in the ufing, and fhining and burning. Luke vii. 18. 
_“oTo him that hath fhall be given ; but he that hath 

** not, fhall be taken from him that which he hath.” 
- John v. 2, 6. ‘* Every branch in me that beareth 
not fruit, it withers,’’? then it is taken away, and 
fo it is confumed, and in time burned; and hence 
*¢ many that are firft, are in time laft,”’ Mat. ix. 20, 
‘* and many that are laft, firft :’’ men that have been. 
moft forward, decay, life decays, and thefe are laft : 
and laft are firft; many newly brought home to 
Chrift, excel them,’and live fo, and die fo, that 
one ‘would think fhould never hold out. I 
need not fpeak more, fcripture is fo abundant: | fay, 
it is after fome time of profeffion ; for at firft it rather 
grows than decays and withers ; but afterwards they 
have enough of it, it withers and dies: And look as _ 
it is with fome bodies when they are healthful, they 
grow by all means; but when once nature is fpent, 
and now declining, nothing recovers them, though 
they may be kept ata ftay for a time, but die they 
will with their beft cordials in their mouths ; fo it is 
here. ver vi. 

For explication of this point, we are to attend how © 
and why this is thus: and that not in the worlt, but 
in the belt of the foolifh virgins. 

Firft, The Spirit of God comes upon many hypo- 
erites in abundant and plentiful meafure of awakening; 
grace; 1 fay it comes upon them as it did upon Baris: 
laam, Numb. xxiv. 2. And as itis in overflowing 
waters, which fpread far, and grow very deép, and yi 
fill many empty places, they fall upon, the ground, |, 
they come not from any {pring within the ground ;. 
and hence though they laft not always, yet they laft 
fonie good time ; fo it is here ; the grace and. Spirit 
of God comes fuddenly and plentifully upon meny a 
man, which gives them . time of flourifhing, it oe 

; 2 not 


La 
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not from imitation,-or: education, or moral perfua- 


fion only, but phyfically from the Spirit of God, 1 ~ 


Sam. x. 12. when they ,wondered that Saul was a- 


mong the prophets, one anfwered, ‘* who is their fa-. 


re 


6 ther?”? who gave them this gift of prophecy ? Is it. 
not the Lord? fo the fame Lord is rich to Saul alfa: 


And I fay, it is only awakening grace; for renewing — 


grace, favingly to .change.their nature, is not given, 


but awakening grace, which works upon conicience, | 


and cén{cience upon the whole man; and thus it was 
here with, thefe virgins, they had wonderful light, 
and a {pirit of illumination to-fee the Lord Jefus, and 
hence to look for him with much affection and for- 
wardnels, as well as the wife, and te keep them 
company in church fellowfhip, and though they were 
fecure, to complain of their. decays, and defire the 
\ Spirit. of grace, which they faw in the wife. 

Secondly, Though it doth come upon them thus, 
yet it doth never reft within fo as to dwell there, to 
take up" an eternal manfion for himfelf, Ifa. xi. 10. 
ffhis reft fhall be glorious,” Ma. lvii, 15: This is a 
favour the Lord fhews only to the contrite above all 


people in the world befides. Rom. viii. ir. “¢ If the 


_$ Spirit, which raifed up Jefus Chrift from the dead 
*¢ dwell in you, it fhall quicken you, and feal you up 
** to be dons,”*..as it is there exprefied, 


, 


Thirdly, Hence it doth decay by little and little as 
a man, that dwel’s not, but fojourneth for a little time 
in a houfe, he remoyes by little and little, till at laft 
he is quite. gone; as ponds filled with rain water, 

which comes upon them, not fpring water that rifeth 
within them, it dries up by little aad little until quite 
dry ; as itis with light, after the fun is declining and 
jetting, it decreafeth little and little, until it be turn- 


ed unto darknefs ; fo itis here; and as it was in the 
» cherubims, where, the glory of God. was, and the 


Lord departed by dlittle and little; as in Saul, firft he 
neglects the command of the Lord in one thing, then 
in another, then the “ Spirit of God departed, and’an 
> | 6 evil 
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«¢ evil fpirit of fadnefs came upon him ;’’ and then 
he threatens David, then kills the priefts of the Lord, 
then goes to a witch, and at Jaft kills,himfelf; and I 
fay this is becaufe the Lord dwells not there ; and 
hence John. xv. becaufe the branch is not engraffed — 
into the ftock; and this is ufually at the very height 
of affeétion and profeflion; as the ftony ground fprang 
up; when did it wither? when it came to its height ; 
’ as flowers that come to wither when they are come 
to their height of growth ; and hence alfo men when 
they have moft, and beft means and affect, and love 
them, yet then they die and wither.- And it decays 
by four means. 5 : } 


; 


Ss Gv Desde 


“Firtt, | HROUGH want of daily nevrifhment 
and fupply from the Lord Jefus; for look as it is 
with many bodies, fuppofe they have life, yet if there 
be not daily nourifhment for it, and wholfome atio, — 
it will die ere long, and confume; fo it is here, there — 

is a kind of life which hypocrites have from Chrift, 
and it may be fed, and fo they live for a time: but 
this the Lord never doth for them, they are not al- 
ways fed, and hence die, as itis John vi. fome were 
quickened to follow after Chrift in the wildernefs for 
loaves, fome for better ends (as his difciples) but the 
_ Lord knew their want, ‘‘ labour not for the meat that 
“¢ perifheth, but for that which gives everlafting life,” 
which Chrift- will give-you; and hence the whole 
,chapter is {pent upon this, to feed upon himfelf, 
whence the beft were offended : let a man partake of 
‘all ordinances, privileges, he thall find nothing elfe 
but decay unlefs the Lord be in them all to give daily . 
nourifhment, Eph. iv. 16. daily, Imean, as there is 
_decreafe of that tafte they have had of the Lord.” 

‘Secondly, Through the emptinels of a form; for 

when the Spirit of God dwells not, but only comes 
~ upon a man, it isnot long but it corrupts into a form 
; : ever 
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ever after; aman at firft knows many truths, and- 


at firlt is affected with them, he doth not prefently — 


forget them, or fhut his eyes again{t them, but after 
he hath known them a little while, at Jaft the {weet- 
nefs of that knowledge is loft ; and fo he hath a form. 
of knowledge, like leffons which a man hath been 


much affected with, but having plied or heard them, 


oft, he hears.and knows them, but is not affected - 
with them, Ezek. xxxiii. ult. So at firft'a man doth. 
many duties with delight; ftay a while, and he keeps 
the duty, but the delight is gone in it, and fo hath 
an empty form; now where the power of godlinefs 
and the eternal life of Chrift is not, it degenerates 
firftly ufually into this form, and this is all that is left ; 
and the form)being empty, hence firft, A man comes 
to loath the truth, and profeffion of the ways of God: 
which once he loved, and fo in time to fall and deca 


without as well as within ; as drink or milk at firft | 


are {weet, but {tay a while and (the fpirits not pre- 
ferving themfelves) then it grows dead, and four, and= 
faplefs, and fo it is here.’ Capernaumites at firft be 
aifected, then they fall to a form, then hard to be 
wrought upon, their hearts fat under all means ; 
“cif thy light be darknefs, how great is that dark- 
Si mefsdi?\ is . 
Thirdly, Through the power of luft; for where 
the Lord dwells not, there fin reigns, and it will get 


. 


head where it hath had any affront, and fo choak the - 
power of all means, and hence a man withers, as in _ 


the thorny ground, it grew and choaked the word. 
Fourthly, Through the fitnefs of external tempia-» 


tion, which muft and will prevail, when the Lord is _ 


not within to keep the palace; it is ftronger than all: 


common graces in the world, and will draw away the , 
heart and life, Rev. ili. 10. there is an hour of temp- 
tation which tries men, which will difecover men ine _ 


- deed ; now thofe temptations are evet fuitable to pla- 
ces and perfons. | 3 


SECT, 


* 
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tel gah meee © ONS TM Olle Mi TD 
Fixit, SOMETIME the temptation is extreme 
want, as it was with the Ifraelites, when they were 
under the. oppreffions of Pharaoh 3. O to facrifice to 
the Lord in a wildernefs, and to enjoy the land of 
Canaan, where they fhould have ordinances; O: they 
are much taken with this! and many prayers and 
Stoans to be delivered out of their opprefitons.; /but’ 
when they came to the wildernefs, and there did want ' 
bread, and. then water, now they murmur ; ‘which: 
murmuring God remembers, and cafts them off for =: 
‘Had they not Mofes, and the cloud, and God’s pro-'- 
mife, and experience, why did they complain? O to 
bear want, they could not! extreme want is like-ex:” 
treme ficknefs, it makes all fweet things bitter30 fome”’ 
wants men can bear, but not extremity; this faddle” 
doth pinch io. hard ; fo the young man, “forfake all 
for me,” faith Chrift, but he, could not; Godsand: 
creatures are enough, but not,God alone sifo IPig® 
with many a man, he can be content to.lofe fomething, 
_ but when brought, very low, cares and fears grow up’ * 
and choak all. Ss ich Stee 
Secondly, Sometimes the want of {piritual fupplys 
-aman looked for much, from the ordinances) \and 
finds it not; hnor becaufe.the. Lord’s heartvis iftvait” 
ened, but becaufe theirs are not enlarged ; andhencé >” 
they have enough of God, and all his ordinances 5: 
they have had the heart of them, and:now let them: 
life fallow, “Lech. XI. my foul loathed them) ‘and 
PF tHes me. 3 yihew bak Mug dior «0% 
- Thirdly, Sometimes abundance, of outward ‘blef.08 
fings, peace, liberty, plenty here ?.now, thele thingsyi0> 
like’ ground in fummer, it 1s ftrange to fee what luityss” 
_ weeds now there be, that did appear dead:in time of!’ 
winter, Deut. viii, 11. O then, take: heed thow forget 
not the Lord thy God; now proud and decurey and 
‘l forfake all, ; : 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Sometimes perfecution from men: if 
hot and total ruin be threatened, this {cares from 
God. ae eiiseoite 
Fifthly, Sometimes corrupt teachers and delufions ~ 
among them: A eee ty ae 

Sixthly, Increafe of iniquity in good and bad, in 
the place where men live ; hence love waxeth cold: 
all which are Matth. xxiv. eae 

I will name no more, but thus mens common grace . 
comes to wither and die in them; and the reafons 
are thefe : os i . 


SECT. IV.’ 


Ufe 1. HENCE do not truft men too far; nor 
boalt of any man too much, efpecially in regard of 
his glorious profeflion and affections at the firft; God 
fends divers of his faithful fervants to a place, and 
many at firft hearing are wrought upon, battered 
down, convinced, mourning after peace, going to 
minitters, delight in ordinances ; now many minilters _ 
blefs God for their converfion, and many a Chrittian .. 
is put out of doubt of it, parents of their children, 
and children of their parents, one brother of another, — 
and one Chriftian neighbour of another; whom he _ 
got out once to hear, and once hearing overcame; _ 
and for a time there is no other: O take heed of boatt-— 
ing too much, jit may be they may and will fall (be- “ 
fore they have lived many years) down, when at theix — 
height: what man was ever fought unto more than _ 
Jolin? all Judea came unto him, yet at laft they for- : 
fake him, rejoiced but a feafon in that light; they 
went alfo from him to Chrift, John. vil. 26, 32. yet 
John complains, none received his teftimony ; Chrift _ 
himfelf preached in Capernaum, and never fuch exalt- : 
ing a man, they boafted in him yet only a few babes 
which the Lord wrought upon, the Galarians would | 
lofe their eyes for Paul, yet afterward they flight him, | 
and join with falfe teachers againft him: O therefore | 
' ; pray” 


\ 
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pray for them, and weep for them, but do not truft 
them too far; neither truft yourfelves too much; 

gob viii: 31. “Then are ye my difciptes if you con- 
** tinue;’’ -Demas forfakes Paul; all in Afia forfake 
me... p - ; : 


ce Melty tye RD, VS 


ee Ufe 2. Hence be not offended if we fee many - 
-apoftatife, and fall from their moft-eminent profel- 
fion; the Lord hath here foretold that after fome 
profeflion their lamps will go out ; we do not won- 
der if ponds full in winter are dry in fummer, be- 
caufe it is the time and feafon of it, and they want 
fprings to feed them; and never was there any time 
fince the world began that there were fuch apoftacies 
as now. ~ | 
 Firft, One man after much profeffion intends to 
follow the Lord; confcience is troubled at human in- 
ventions; O, faith he, if delivered, well enough, 
though I lofe never fo much! well, he lays out all, 
-and is delivered; but that which quiets confciences 
doth not-quiet his heart and affections ; but his very 
‘lofs for confcience makes his lufts and defires after 
other things break out more eagerly, and men cannot 
now live upon gofpel only, with bread and water s 
“no, no, you are-deceived ; as itis with fick men, they 
_let go, all their eftate for their recovery; but when 
“recovered, they muft get up their eftate again, this 
“will not fatisfy : And thus fome fall {piritually. 
. Secondly, Others they fought for much in_ordi- 
Bia. but finding not what they looked for, ordi- 
“nances are but as pictures, fair afar off; but when 
“men come near them, word, and fellowfhip, and peo- 
ple of God, then they defpife them, becaufe they find : 
not a living God there. pe 
Thirdly, While God keeps men under fad temp-. 
“tations, wants and afflictions; O then they are hum- 
“ble, and pray; but when bleft with eafe, and fie 
wea nara, 708" 
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this is better than the Lord: Never fuch a decay of — 


fion in the world, fuch burning of cities, flaying of 
men, rents of churches, God minding to ftain the — 
pride of all glory ; and yet never fuch hearts. 

Object. But to ftand fo long, and yet to fall, feems | 
ftrange? ; 


and plenty, and honour; then how lofty and fecure ; . 


« 


the fpirit of prayer; never was there fuch a confu- — 


Anf. Vf foon, it is a wonder ; but if long, it is no 


wonder ; if once paft growing, you do not wonder if 
an oak be now decaying. - . 

~ Object. But they keep their profeffion-ftill only in- 
one thing vile, the error is only in their minds, a fpi- 
rit of diflention from the people of God. nie 

- Anf. Scarce fhall you fee-one man in a hundred 
that is vile in every thing, that falls totally ; the fool- 


ifh virgins did not fo, yet their oil was fpent, and — 


their lamps. going out ; there was a man that was 


flain fuddenly, and his blood in his face was frefh, his — 


beauty glorious, and many weeks continued without. — 


putrefaction, yet life within was gone; fo it is the — 


condition of many a man by one wound or fin :' And 


_ hence a phyfician at Wittenberg writes of the caufe — 
of it, be not therefore offended at them, but wonder - 


at the Lord that he keeps thee: I know there are 
decaying faints, but they recover again here. ' 


SECT. VL 


waa L255 O Therefore labour for the grace that may - 
laft, the bread that may latt to everlafting life ; in all 
bargains and.buildings men will have a {pecial eye to. 


that which will laft; if it be rotten, let whofoever 
will take it; and be fure it is fo ; for when God doth 


fully awaken you, you will fee it is not right; the - 


foolifh virgins they thought they were well before; 
% but now after fome time, and awakened, they. fee tt 
will not hold hor continue. For'the Lord’s fake be. 
fufpicious here; fear left a promife being left, any 
3 | | fall 


; 
; 
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fall fhort of it; other things will not laft, neither 
creatures, nor the Lord to do you good, unlefs you 
have everlafting grace. It isa time the Lord is ftrip- 
_ ping the world of all ornaments, your wives, children, 
churches ; God will take your hufbands, parents, 
‘members, minifters from you; yet if a heart to clofe 
with the Lord, O this is right. | 
Queft. How? 
Anf. 1. Take heed of any affection, without firft 
 fubduing the contrary luft; for if you mingle them, 
the one will choak the other ; this 1s fowing among 
thorns, Jer. iv. 3, 4+°. ais vi pete pr ae 
+ 2. Maintain it upon an everlafting root; if the 
Lord gives you grace, and you fet it in your own gar- 
den, it will die; no, let it receive life from the pro- 
BE mife, that unchangeable love, and grace, and faith- 
» fulnefs; fay, if that fupports not, I fall, 1 Sam. xxiii. 
5. Ma. xlvi. from gray hairs, I will carry thee ; Pfal. 
xxiii. 2, 3. the Lord leads to waters, he feeds : But L 
decay? yet he reftores my foul: O but he afflicts 
7 much ? yet his rod and ftaff comfort me; I fhall. dwell 
Pi in the, houfe of God for ever. Be more empty as the 
Lord fills you. But O the fin of this world; all the 
_ creatures in fhe world cannot content, but grace doth, 
and hence men regard not the Lord ; and hence you — 
| perith, and your grace fhall perifh alfo, ‘ 


ny 
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we Unregenerate perfons may have a fenfe of their wank 
sas. t of grace. 


Our Lamps are oute. 


J Obfervation 2, CRTHAT foolifh virgins, or unte-" 
” : T generate perfons may fee and 
f all faving’ grace. 

they thought they 


were 


fo complain of an utter want 0 
Look but upon this pattern, 
Bifieg . t 2 
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were rich; and had fomething, but now they fee they — 
have nothing ; and hence when they fearch their lives, _ 
our lamps are out ;. when they fearch their hearts, is — 
there any grace, or Spirit of Chrift, or Chrift by his — 
Spirit there? no, our oil is fpent, and hence “ give” 
“us your oil;” they faw nothing now. ‘ The fame — 
-perfons that are fometimes fo puft up, they think they 
are rich and ftand in need of nothing, may be bafely - 
dejected, and fo feela want of all things. ©. 
ueft. How may this appear ? ana Ba 
_ Anf. Firlt, Becaufe this is no more than what the 
devils have ; it this be fanétification, to fee, L have no 
fanctification; if this be humility, to fee, Ihave no 
humility ; if this be cleannefs, to fee, I have nothing 
but uncleannefs; the devils then are fanctified and 
cleanfed ; who as they are unelean fpirits, and ac- | 
curfed of God, and fet apart tovall evil and fin, and 
bound up in the chains of darknefs, fo they know it 
they believe the word, and they know they have no 
Chrift, no grace, no love of God, never fhallfee mer- 
cy, comfort, &c. and tremble at this, “ with whom 
“* there is nothing but a fearful looking for of, judg. 


Bae MER: 


_ Secondly, Becaufe this is no more than what the’ 
law may bring aman unto; “ For by the law? Rom. 
ill, 20. “is the knowledge of fin;” i. e. not only of 
grofs fins, but alfo of fecret fins; for confciencé, _ 
which is in every man’s heart, will difcover the firft : 8 
men that live under the law fee more ; and hence Paul 
{peaks of himfelf, “‘ fo far forth as under the law,” 3 
Rom. vil. 7, 8,.9, 10, 14. Now that-which may be 
wrought ina man merely by the law, may be wrought — 
in a man under the law;.a man under the law, isun. 
der the reign of the law, which is to convince of pole. 
lution univerfal, and fo to curfe; “‘ The law is not the 
** miniftration of life to any man,’ 2 Con, iii, 7. Gal. 
iii. 24. and if the law may convince of fin‘thus,- this 
iight of fin and vilenefs.is.no part of eternal life, and 
» therefore foolith virgins may well come. thus far ; 

: and 


~~ and this will efpecially be found among them where. 


4 
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there is a fearching miniftry, that there is fcarce any 
~ clofe conveyance but the word difcovers them: Gehazi 
_ cannot carry it fo clofely, nor Ananias fo cunningly, 


big _ but Elifha and Peter will find it out; Heb. iv 12. 


~ -. **¢ The word is quick and powerful, and fearcheth,”? 
_ which is but a.common work; and hence when Pe- 


_ter had told Simon Magus, “ thou art in the gall of 4 


* bitternefs,”” he denieth it not, but faith, “ O pray 
** for me ;”’ indeedif the word dilcovers the ftrong- 
holds, and high forts, and fecret lufts and imaginati- 
ons, and beats them down, and fo brings the foul in 
fubjection to Chrift, and into captivity, that is it which 
is the power of the gofpel, and love of Chrift“peculi- 
ar to his peoples works, but to let a man fee he hath 
nothing but filth, and to be a little affected with it, 
this is no more than that which is wrought in a de- 
ceitful hearer. James i. 23, 24. The law or word lets 
a gracelefs heart (a forgettul hearer) fee himfelf ; and 
what can it truly difcover to him but his vilenefs ? 


«this glafs will difcover their fmalleft {pots ; this fun 


will let you fee motes ; you know and fee, and that 
is all. | : 
Thirdly, Becaufe this is no more than the awak- 
ening of fleepy confcience, which the worft man, and 
clofeft hypocrite may in time have; Cain’s confcience 
while it is fecure, thinks his offering as good as his 
brother’s, but when awakened, now ‘‘my fin is greater 
*¢ thand can bear ;”? Saul goes on perfecuting David, 
and thinks God will help; and hence 2 Sarh, xxviii. 
5. goes to Urim, &c. but God anfwers him not; 
now he fees his condition, and makes a doleful com- 
_plaint of it, that God was departed, and no anfwer : 
this is ufual; Pfal. ix. 20. © put them in fear, O God, 
« that they may know themfelves to be but men ;”” 
weak, finful, vile men: when the Lord fets up his 
judgment feat in a man’s confcience, not only grofs 


.. sHevilsy but’ the’ fécréts of ‘all hearts, all men’s hypocri- 


_ spi eufies are then opened to themfelves, as at laft day to 


all 


~ 
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all the world; and hence as hypocrites confcierices 
fhall be broken open at the laft day, fo now alfo in 
this life, they may fee their profeflion to be but paint ; 
hence Ifa. xxxili, 14. Hypocrites are afraid when God 
appears in anger; ‘* O who fhall dwell, with God ?”? 
they are fometimes fo confounded with the -holineis 
of God, and the terror of God from thence againtt 
fin, that who fhall dwell with God? are there any in 
the world that can ftand before him? now all is paint, 
and vile before him. * Ue a >< elie 

.» Fourthly, Becaufe hypocrites may have experience 
of a great change wrought in them, which decaying 
and corrupting, they may fenfibly find a want of 
what once they had; which though they thought it 
had been faying grace, or that which would com- 
mend them to God, now they fee they have no grace 
at all, hence all are left as thefe virgins; if a man 
never was rich, he cannot be fenfible of being a bank-. 
rupt, a beggar: Look as it was with Adam, he was 
ina happy eftate, in the image of God ; now when 
loft, he faw himfelf naked, and was afhamed, and was” 
this faving grace? no: fo though hypocrites at- 
tain not to that righteoufnefs, yet they may attain 
- to-many fpiritual excellencies, which they may prize 
exceedingly, as thofe that commend them before God 
and men ; but thefe corrupting, they may now eafily 
fee their nakednefs, and vilenefs, and want of all : 
Saul had the Spirit of God we know, but 1 Sam, 
xvi. 14. “an evil {pirit came, and :God’s Spirit de- 
** parted ;”” did not Saul know this? the having of 
God’s Spirit made him more fenfible of the evil {pir- 
it; fo it is with many a man; the Spirit of God doth 
depart, and he cannot pray nor prophecy, nor fpeak, 
nor think, nor do, as he did; nay- he may find 
an evil {pirit upon him; and is this unknown? may 
not foolifh virgins know this? as Samfon when 

fhaved. yaw 
_ Fitthly, Becaufe that which is fometimes a jutt 
judgment of God upon a carnal heart, that they may 
fee. 
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fee and feel; but many times (I fay not always, be. 
caufe the Lord doth ufe this to prepare for mercy) it 
is fo that men that have defpifed grace, and Chrift, 
men that have coloured it over with God, and thought 
highly of themfelves for what they had; they fhall 
{ee all their profeflion is but paint, and all their gold, 
tin and copper: John viii. 21. “© You fhall feek me 
** and fhall not find me, but fhall die in your fins ;”” 
feeking ever, pre{uppofeth a want of me; and if of 
me, ofall life, of all grace, of all comfort and good; | 
and this lofs the Lord makes a punifhment, which 
they fhall bring upon themfelves by contempt of him. - 


SEC T..-IL 


Ufe i. HENCE we may fee the woful condition 
of thofe, viz. Firft, confider how far from eternal 
~ life thofe are that never knew their fall; the foolifh: 
virgins knew their want of oil and fhining, and yet 
were fhut out; how great is their fall then, and how 
great their mifery, that have had burning lamps, but 
now know it not? this is the ftate of many a profef- 
for, many’a man who is fallen from the Lord, and the 
affeCtions once he had, but he knows it not ; God did 
enlighten him, but now he is blinding of him; he: 
did. affe@ him, but now he is benumbing of 
him; he did make him tender, but now he is mak- 
ing his heart fat; he did make him low in his 
own eyes (as Saul, but when a king then puft up) fo 
God is {welling of him ; but this is moft grievous, he 
knows it not, Ifa. vi. If a man did know his lamp 
were going out, he might feck, as thefe, for it, and 
poffibly find it; but now no hope unlefs the Lord 
help; as«we fee men wounded and falling, they are 
aftonifhed at. the blow, that they know it not, and 
may die, unlefs thofe about them, drefs them, and 
fend to and-fro for help to them ; fo it is with many, 
men. are fo, ftupified withdome blows of theif lutts, 
unlefsChriftian friends exhort,admonifh,and fend their 
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prayers and tears to heaven to the Lord, nohopeof.. 


recovery again, and whether the Lord-will beentreats* 


ed is hard to fay ; furely it is rare; and yet thus it is... 
1 John 5. fometimes, if it be nota fin unto death 3 
but in a brocher, grace will fetch help; but if the 
man neyer had grace, and now fell without feeling, 
there is little hope; if a man can feel no fun rifing 
- upon him, nor yet how the day goes away, »whether 
the fun be fetting or no, it argues miferable carelefl-. 
~ nefs, or miferable blindnefs, and that the man is in 
darknefg; fo here. ig Snes ¢ pail 
= Secondly, What will become-of them that were 
never caft down fo low as thefe, that never came) to” 
be fo good as hypocrites. ~ Hh. Hel std ot sides 
- For 1. You were born and have lived not.only-in: 
a finful ftate, but in a Chriftlefs eftate; deadvwithou 
all life, every part of thee polluted: 9 Wrevaq 
<2. If the Lord doth draw any outof this eftate, he 
will make you know what ‘poor creaturesyou are, 
that you fhall fay, { thought I had been thus and thus, 
but | fee 1 am wretched ; I thought] thould be faved, 
but now I am condemned, fo that your mouth {hall 
be ftopped, Rom. ili. 21. elfe you would never come 
to the Lord, to your Father’s houfe,) and prize the 
grace of God, if any hufks to live upon now. 


3. You neyer knew this ; never came to complain: 
to any Chriftian, O my oil is fpent, my lamp is out ; 
Chrift and Spirit, and all good is gone; no, you think 
yourfelves rich, and want nothing; you have fome' . 
knowledge, reftraint of good affections, and full: of 
thefe, ** The Lord will fpue you out of his mouth,” 
if it is thus wth you: Nay, although you have means: 
and hear of it, yet all the world cannot make you 
know your nakednefs, mifery, fin- and‘emptinefs : 
Well, if the Lord doth not fet up a’ judgment-feat 
now, you fhall be called before it one day,» and ~ 
then your fecrets fhall be made ‘inanifeft’before all'the 
world; and becaufe you! fay''you fee,’ “ therefore 
** your fin remains” Jer. ix 41, fo fay 1 tovyous. 
| You 


a 
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You never did contemn God, nor hate God, &c.. 
therefore your contempt remains: if it be, there _ 
Chrift will difcover it, and fo remove it; but is it 
not fo? therefore your fin remains. 


PSE Tod Ul. 


Ufe 2. HENCE fee the deceit of that finful opi- 
“nion, that true fanctification is to fee I have no fanc- 
tification; and cleannefs of heart to fee nothing but 
uncleannefs; and that this is poverty of fpirit, to fee 
no grace in a man’s felf, nor no Chrift there ; and — 
this not only hath been, but it feems is fcattered {till 
which as it is pleafing to many a gracelefs heart, and ' 
fuitable to his luft, fo it carries a fair cloak of humi- 
lity and felf-denial in it, and makes way for fuch an 
evidence which the'fcripture did never yet declate. 
- Poverty of fpirit is a grace peculiar to them that iy 
fhall have the kingdom. of heaven; but to fee no 
grace, is common to ‘thofe that fhall be fhut out of - 
the kingdom of heaven; none but thofe that are 
juftified can be favingly fanctified; many that fhall” 
be condemned, may fee, do fee that they have no 
(n@ification: And therefore this is no fanctification. 
4, If this be poverty of fpirit to fee no grace, then 
‘common grace: is fpecial grace, peculiar to the elect, 
as true poverty 1s. . 
2. Then it is a grace of the Spirit of God to main- 
tain an untruth, and to give the Holy Ghoft the 
lie’; for where there is poverty, there is grace and 
Chritt.. ae = ad 
3. Then the grace of poverty of fpirit, fhould be 
quite contrary to the Spirit, of grace, °° which makes 
< ys know the things given us of God;”” but this 
poverty of {pirit makes us not to know them at all.” 
Yet many will poffefs this true poverty of {pirit, 
and this is true {anétification indeed. Bete: 
-Firlty It is true, where there was never any of 
the grace of Chrilt,.but men. have run upon reforma- 
tion without, Carift,, and " iidiad &c, there men. 
| are 
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are bound to fee their black feet, and happy is the 
heart that can pull off every feather from, fuch,crefts ; 
but where ‘it is, and the Lord hath given evidence. 
thereby according to his word; now to deny. it, is, 
devilith ; for it was he that faid < Job did not ferve . 
“God for nought,”’ and is a tie, of which he was. 
the father-; and is great unthankfulnefs to the Spi- 
rit for what he hath done. BAS OATE RN IE? er 
Secondly, If there be no grace in a Chriftian nor 
Spirit, but all in Chrift, then fay it upon the houfe. . 
tops, and be not afhamed of it; men muft fee no-..; 
thing, becaufe they have nothing ; otherwife let this 
delufion rot, and never find acceptance in holy hearts; 
and yet how many ftill defcribe an hypocrite by all 
the graces of the Spirit, faith, receiving Chriit as 
King, Prieft, and Prophet, &c. and fo are clean 
creatures and upright men, by feeing nothing in 
themfelves contrary to Chrift, John xiii. “ You are 
** clean, but not all.*? ~ ve 
Thirdly, It is'true, a gracious heart is apt to deny 
all the. Lord hath done for him; yet the Lord likes 
not this; as Calvin’ thinks Peter did, Lord hands and 
feer,andall ; no, faith the ‘Lord, thou art elean in 
head, and all but thy feet ; and hence needs no wafh- 
ing butin that: And what mote frequent than. this 
fin Pbut to make what is finfula duty, this istoturn. 
day into night, and night into day ; to call evil good, . 
and bitter fweet. 


‘ Shes be 1 
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Ati ase a 423 ig catrs 
Quefk. 1. BUT doth not the Lord bring every, MAN >) 
to fee nothing in bimfelf ? : iin eel 
4nf. Yes, that the Lord doth in preparing him for 
Chrift, or in drawing him toward Chrift; but it is 
where there is nothing, neither poverty or any other. 
r ra ox s-4 c¥ 
grace. | ay BOWEL. at 
Quefts 2. But is nop this poverty of [pirit,. or da not Ym 
thofe that are poor in Spirit fee nathing ? gv olersg eae arate ° 
; ig ota oni qAAL bas ~ 


é 
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_ Anf. 1. In regard of that unregenerate part, which 
the longer they live, the more they feel the evil of 
it, and fo the more poor they grow ; they fee no good 
there, and fo account themfelves the moft miferable 
men mourning more under it than ever ; yet feé no 
good at all in themfelves, this, if their eyes be open, 
they are not to fay, ** I delight in the law in the in- 
** ner man ;” and hence a regenerate Chriftian is 
vile in his own eyes after all duties and enlargements, 
he fees how all is defiled with a filthy heart, and 
hence Prov. xxx. 4. “I am brutifh ,” and he {peaks 
of his natural eftate, and in that part, for elle it is 
crofs to 1 Cor. it. 10. b wa 

2. They fee nothing in themielves to commend 
_ them to God in point of juftification ; here all Paul’s 
paft and prefent righteoufnels is accounted dung. 
~ Queit. 3. Uf an hypocrite fees and feels nothing, and 
thofe that are poor in fpirit do fo, what is the difference ? 

Anf. Vhe: differences are many. 1. He that ts 
truly poor, fees fo much vilenefs, as that he loaths > 
himfelf, Ezek: vi. But the hypocrite, if he hath any ~ 
excéllency, remains fall of it, proud with it, if it be 
gone, hé feeks himfelf again, and loaths not himfelf. . 


2. ‘True poverty of fpirit drives a man out of him- +" 


felf,,and all carnal contents, as well as graces; to’ 
mercy;:to live there, and cleave there, as inthe pro- 
digal, he did not only feea want, but feel a need of 
bread ; I die without it, Pfal. xl..9, 10. But another 
that fees no good, either is not driven out of his con- 
tents, but when he fees nothing, as Cain, builas-ci- } 

ties, or if he fees fome good in himfelf, then che ise, 
not driven out of himfelf. a FAN 


pfeil BOOT Ve agit Li 


Ue 3. Hence fee which is the fureit and: fafelt 
way of evidencing our good eftate ; for here men 
now are perplexed, either it is by feeing no grace, 
and fo expecting the witnefs of the Spirit, or by fee- 

R.2 ing 
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ing fome faving work of grace, and fo looking to the 
witnefs of the Word, and waiting for the confirma- 
-tion of the Spirit; for feals do but confirm the pro- 
mife and covenant; if it be by feeing no grace, then 
either by feeing no grace, without having the being 
of it, and now wait for a revelation, and then it is a 
delufion ; for he is under the condemnation of the 
word, and therefore far from confolation ‘of the Spi- 
‘rit; or by feeing no grace without feeing the being 
of it: If fo, then a man muft feek for a witnefs of the 
Spirit, without underftanding the meaning of the 
Spirit, or of the witnefs of it; and fo a man muft fhut 
his eyes againft part of the truth, that he may fee a- 
nother part; a man muft fee that he is beloved, But 
not thou believer, or thou called, art loved or juftifi? 
ed...O then take heed of this wav of eviderice$ ‘or 
elle by now feeing grace, and waiting for a witnels5 
now, this Js fafelt, for whenever the ‘witnefs comes, 
it is certainly right now, not a delufton’: Peréeby we 
fhall fee.the full meaning of the.witnefs and’compafs 
ofthe Lord’s love. And therefore take heed’ of de- 
— nying all grace, and feeing nothing, ard then wait for 
a revelation, and if it comes now itis ight no fuch — 
Tyatter, you may fee nothing, and to hell, and no con- 
dolation to them that fee nothing ; think not that this 
is\poyerty,; it may be a feal to a blank, to‘fuch’a one 
-as the Lord never intended mercy unto’; that which 
God, promifeth pray for, Zech. xiii. wit firlt, to fay, 
| Mas my people, and then the Lord ts my God firid — 
,that the Lord makes you his people, Sid eH ay fo. 
“Let all know this is never quettioned, “whether the 
Spirit be the caufe of witnefs, and clearing our eftate ; 
but whether by feeing nothing, or fhewing fomething; 
here.is the myftery of it: O that Gbd would make 
you hear, that are called away from the*fimmplicity of 
the gofpel of Chrift: Thefe foolith virgins were Wif- 
(Ai than many now adays in this particular, they cried 
_dor.oilin their lamps, or they knew’ ‘they *could‘not 
»-be.accepted of the Bridegroom, 9972 4912 43 
0 
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O fearch and try yourfelyes thoroughly ;, for you 
come in. time to fee all your paint fall off, all your 
guilt;difcovered, &c. : - 
fst? we ; 
Pak ck LA Ribs Se Ge 
srititis 9:7 ; . ete Sie Fe ee 
Of the defire of grace that may be in hypocrites. 


Of 


> 


Ober. Sn J WHAT foolifh virgins may, and fe- 
_ £. rioufly do defire, not only ‘falva- 


particulars: |... ; ides 
_ Firft, "They may feel a lofs and a want of it, ‘and 
having fome hope in this life to gain it, hence may, 
féek it; thus not only the virgins, but Simon Ma- 
gus, Acts vill. 24. when he was convinced he was in 
the gall of bitternefs.: he doth not only content him- 
felf with his, own, but doth commend himfelf to the 
defires.of the church, and apoftles, ‘‘ O pray for 
<* me, that none of thefe things may come upon mé,”” 
ut that I)may be brought into another eftate, where- 


¢ 
b 


4 


by Lmay efcape all this: Amos viii, 1, 12. % Twill 
- & bring a famine, not of bread, but of hearing the 
“word,” i.¢, you, fhall feel a woful want of that, 
“and of the confolation, Tife, and fpirit of that, and: 
you, fhall. go from fea to fea to find, and fhall not: 


O that 1 had:taken my time, “will the carelefs” ones 
fay | , Kath rs 544 bape 


.. Secondly, pS 4 \¢ Db 7% we Par FE Ft t 

P and fee.a marvellous excellency !n it, and hence may 

pe drawn to defire it, Jobn.vi. 3 Sys Shae My Father 
4 G LE A ea ee BAVES 


‘Phey may bave.e high opiaiont of it, 
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** gives you bread from, heaven, which Moles gave | 
“not, and fuch bread as gives life unto the world ; - 
“* then faid they, Lord, ever give us of this bread ;”” 
and yet. they were carnal, and defires carnal, arifing . 
from the fight of the excellency’of it; that fcribe, 

- Mat. xu. 33,, 34..$*1To love the Lord thy God with | 
“all thy heart is better than burnt offerings and fa- 

“* crifices ;”?.O that is admirable: the ordinances are. 
good, and creatures are good, but this is better: As” 
a man when be admires the world, he ever defires 

the world, though. he never hath it; fo here, as in 
Balaam : Not. only word and Spirit’ may commend _ 
it, and fo they may defire it, but the excellency of it 
in the lives of the faints will commend it,’ fo as car- i 
nal hearts may.defire the company and love of fuch 
men above all in the world, Rev. iii. 8. ‘Gen. xxvi. 

28. “ We faw God was with thee, and that thou 

** wert blefied of the‘Lord ;”? and hence there are — 
fome defires after it, 2 Pet. ii ¥9. Men ‘efcape pols 
lutions by Chrift, : ne 


Thirdly, They have a tafte of the fweetnefs of it, ae 


and hence may defire it.. Heb. 6. John was a burn. 
ing light, and they rejoiced in “him, and all Jerufa-._ 
Jem and Judea flocked to his miniftry, and came into 
the wildernefs, after him ; the favour of the grace of 


Chrift_ may wonderfully draw defires after it, they. 
may find {uch a {weetnefs in it, Luke xiii 26. Ma. % 
“* ny fhall fay, Lord, have not we eat and drank in 

“ thy prefence ?” that is, they find much fweetnefs 


there; the Lord taught among them; they defired 
dim, and thought he was their own, yet fhut out ; 
and hence verfe a4. ‘¢ Many fhall feek to enter in, 


‘* and fhall not be able.’?: a 
Fourthly, They, mayand. do grow up in a glotious, 


Proieflion in the ways of grace, and fuch 4 piofeffion 


as to ftand it out againit’ perfecution, as the thorny 
ground did, and may have fome- growth toWatd it, 
which cannot be. withoutfonie defies and fpringings 
OF hear atter, ite. sip Hedy sam700 8 
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Ufe . THENCE let this be an item to all the peo- 
ple of God, to preferve with all care, and not to lofe, 
but to make much of the Spirit of grace inherent in 

_ them}; for look- as the Lord Jefus, when he would 
make his difciples wonder at their bleffednefs, and 

- make much of him, and his love, faith ‘he, <¢ Many 
** kings and prophets have defired to fee thefe days, 
** and have not feen them;”*fo many profeffors of great 
parts and gifts fhall defire to have that Spirit of gtace . 
and peace which you have, and thall never fee uj ne-: -- 
ver fhall have it: When David’s heart began to be _ 
drawn away by the evils. of the world, and then be- 
held the vanity of that, his defires are now turned a- _ 
nother way, **.O it.is good for me to draw nigh to _ 

_** God,”’ that is good: As if he had faid, though it . 
be good to have the things themfelves ; ‘yet it isnot 


good for me to draw too nigh in my defires dnd ef 


“teem of them; but.“ good for me to draw nigh to, 
“ him.” It may be fometimes your hearts are taken . 
. SIU & Few eo : aa ; PAE BH 
off from efteeming your condition, and what the'Lord | 


hath done for you ;,and hence no defire’ after (He Mee 
Lord ‘or his grace, but the. lawful comforts OF the: |, 
world ; not inordinately; but if I had fo much, or 


as good as others then well. | Pfal. cxli. 4. David in- 5 
treats the Lord not to incline his- heart after any évil 
thing, no not after the wicked’s good things; °° Let 
«© me not eat of their dainties :”’ for grant that thou _ 
Jofeft all thefe things, which others have; ‘the time _ 
_ will come when the greateft prince, and thofe that’ 
have their defires filled here, fhall fay, O that Twas 
in that man’s eftate! Let the Lord therefore exercife: ay 
you with many wants and forrows; ‘remember this, 


i bart By eae: wy Re Se e 
“your i aig peace, which the worlt wool’ give. 


a world for another day. etrich! et AAI AR 

Ufe 2. What then will become of them 'that’never | 
_defired grace ‘at all, becaufe they ate well ee 

Canin ae with- 


- 
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~ without it! a man cannot live (fay they) by praying, 
and hearing“of fermons ; fuch duties are troublefome ; — 
hinderances, not defirable helps ; and when any or- 
dinance comes, when will fabbath be ended ? and as 
” for the people of God themfelves, they can fee no 
difference between them and other men, nay, they 
think them worfe ; if this be your religion, God keep ‘ 
me from your religion. ‘Nay, they can fee no beauty 
«n Chrift to defire him; they can .defire that they 
were not kept in fo much on the fabbaths, nor fo 
much pains taken with them to inftrué them ; it may 
be thefe may defire that their hands be kept from 
ftealing, their tongues from curfing, and their feet 
from running to fhed blood; but the life of grace, 
and power of it, they defire not that, nor never did = 
‘remember when David was in extremity, “ Lord,” 
faith he, “‘ my groanings are not hid from thee ;’’ 
this was bis comfort when he could not pray, Pfal. 
iii. 8, q. But here it is otherwife: Canft thou, if ex- 


. “tremity fhould come upon thee, fay, now I am nota- 


ble to fpeak, O remember my clofet tears, my mid- 
night groans, and day-light complaints, and thofe 
daily fighings after thee which have arifen from this. 
forrowful heatt? did the Lord never work this in 
- thee? if extremity comes, and thou haft no fuch thing © 
“to witnels for. thee, do you think that you fhall meet | 
the Bridegroom in peace? O no! go home, and- 
~make thy moan over thy own foul; the Lord is far — 
from me; if “ many feek to enter and fhall never be 

<¢ able,” what will become of me? | 
Uje 3. Hence fee how many people deceive them-_ 
felves in their evidencing of a good eftate, who be- 
caufe they fee no oil in their veflel, nor fee no fhining 
in their lives, yet becaufe they defire it, they think 
hereupon the Lord accepts them and their defires, 
and therefore the Lord will fulfil them ; this very con- 
ceit keeps thoufands in their fins and miferies, and 
that under conviction of them; yet I defire it were 
better with me; and they think hypocrites make 
e ~ fhews 
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fhews of this and that, yet they have unfeigne 

of this and tha | they have unteigned 
defires ; and here ‘eth hae reft, and this flays eae 
Proy, xxvii, 5.‘ The defires. of the fuggard kills 


/ Stites biohteanaiccts. ae 
Nil Ruel. Bur doth not the.Lord refpeét the groan 
ings of his people? doth not Chrift fay, John iv. to. 
“afthou hadft afked,’? &c.. doth not the Lord look 
upon the inneraman, the very frame, nay, defires that 
whave been paftifucs +. E ee tins Cac ta 
> Anf. Yes, there be fome defires which are eyiden- 
ces; fome: which are not ; 1 thall difeover them that 
~ be unfound inthe particular example of the foolith 
“wirgins, &ciioie Pe Pe rat ae ee 
“ -FirftpThofe are unfound defires, which arife in the 
foulveafily, without feeling .a need. of the Lord’s al- 
mighty power and: Spirit of life to work them at firft ; 
» we fhall find that the defires of regenerate Chriftians 
do not come ealily, but they find a need of the Lord to 
draw them: Jer, xxxi. 10. Lam. v. 21. but the de- 
‘fires of others fpring up eafily and quickly ;. as thele 
foolifh ‘virgins, they wanted oil, they could quickly 
defire it;:and they go to their fellow-brethren. for 
help, “ O give us of your oil.”? Look as it is with 
wild rye and peafe, they will come up at the feafon 
of the year in abundance, without fowing or plowing, 
the ground bears them naturally 5 but other corn and 
grain will not come fo eafily; your ground will not 
bear it till plowed and digged, and then the hand of 
- ‘man’ muft fet it, and die it mutt, .before it can.live 
“agains fo here, if defires come and {pring up eafily, 
it isa’ fign they are wild ; the Lord mutt break the 
heart, and then fow thele, aud plant thefe from: hea- 
ven, and you: muft fetch it out of heaven, elle it is 
‘naught; for when the Lord works faving defires in- 
deed, he ever fows them ima broken heart, which is 
throughly broken indesds Die God Jets the fmuak- 
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ing flax on. fire (which are defires) he firft bruifeth : 
the reed itfelf. is 
Secondly, The fubject in which thefe defires are ; 
a man hath a fon and a fervant; the fon hath all his 
defires granted him, becaufe he hath a fonly {pirit 5 
all the father hath is for him, that may be good for 
him ; a fervant defires importunately, but he prays 
from the {pirit. of a fervant, and all that his mafter — 
hath is not for him; and therefore if he pray for the 
inheritance or a part of it, of the portion of the fon, 
fhall he have it? no, he fhall have what is fit for a 
{ervant; fo it is here, the Lord hath fome fons in his 
churches ; thefe praying and defiring from a fon-like 


fpirit, all that God hath being theirs, they fhall have 


it; and hence Pfal. cxly. 18,19, 20. ‘¢ He will ful: 
fil the defires of them that fear him, and love him, 
‘and delight themfelves in him ;”’ for that is the fons, 
_ like, difpofition ; when he is cut fhort of all comfort 
in the world, nay, when he may have his fill of them, 


yet, he delights i in his father’s face, love, and grace, - | 


and fellowfhip and houfe, Pfal. xxvii. 4. *¢ For they 
«* are heirs and co-heirs with Chrift, being fons : ?’ but 
now there are fervants in the ae of. God ; Ahall 


they, have their wills and tufts? no; thus, it See with | 


thefe foolith virgins; they were ‘only fervants in the 
houfe, no true fpoufe ot fons, and were foolith at belt, 
and. had not the fpirits of fons, but had their lufts ; 
never were efpoufed favingly to the Lord Jefus, him- 
felf, nor | Taid up all their hope in him, but were fool- ~ 
ifh and that is the ground why others defires are 
heard, not theirs, 
Thirdly, Unfound defires. make after a certain 
meafure only, whereas the defires of faints feek after 


this grace without meafure ; arid thus the foolifh vir- 


gins fell fhort of the wife ; all that they could get 
was little enough for themfelves ; but the foolifh look 
after fome of their oil, as many a man looks upon the 
gifts and parts of another ; O, faith he, if 1 was as 
fuch a one! and many a man fers. up fuch a meafure, 


anid: 
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and if he hath that, is well, while he wants that mif- 
erably ; look wiftly upon the foolifh virgins, they did 
content themfelves with a meafure, and now they are 
in want of it, feek for it; at firft a little did content 


them, and now when it is fpent, a little will ferve 


them again: and what is their meafure? 


1, So much as will beautify and adorh them before 


,men,. “ Our lamp is out,” 

2. So much as will comfort them againft the com- 
ing of Chrift; for now they were troubled that their 
oil was fpent, whereby they might meet the Bride- 
groom: he that defires it for a little meafure of it, 
‘his defires are certainly unfound; fo much as will 
ferve his turn (he cut his coat according to his cloth) 


but he that defires it without meafure ¢ contra, as. 

Paul, Phil. iii. 12: ¢ That]’may apprehend by any 
£* means, that for which I am apprehended :” As. 

Chryfoftom calls Paul that in/atiabilis Dei cultor ; for. 


he makes it his laft end; as he that defires wealth 


without meafure, though he gets not all the wealth — 
of the world, yet the more he hath, the more he’ 


craves; this his flefhly luft is his laft end. 


_ Object. But he may defire it without meafure for 
_ his own ends, : 
> Anf,  confefs it is true; for men may, defire ho- 
nour and no honour but by gifts, and mo gifts but  , 


by grace; and hence may defire infinitely, but yet it 
is buta meafure, viz. to ferve his own ends, buf not 
the Lord’s ends; to fet up himfelf; true defire of 

_grace, is for that which may pull down felf, and make 
God all; Plalcxix. 4,.5-.7 


. Fourthly, It is not their only defire, or-the only . 
thing they defire, viz. the good Spirit of the Lord, 


and that they might not live or any thing elfe in them, 


but.that the Lord may live, and his grace and king- 
dom may prevail in their hearts ; the defires of faints 
are only after this; or if their defires are after other 


things, the Spirit lufts againft them, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 


As carnal defires are after life, and the comforts of 


S yea it, 
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it, fo fpiritual defires ate after the life of Chrift im 
them, and the comforts of the Lord thereby, Pia: 
«xxvii. 3, 4. “© One thing i have defired, and that { - 
“& will feek for; what was it? a,crown, a kingdom? — 
no, ‘ but that I may dwell in the Lord’s houfeé for - 


. 6¢ ever, and vifit his temple :’’ Notable is that ex- 


ample of Abraham, Heb. xi. Two things he met — 


with that might draw down His defires. 


4, He came to a land which God promifed to’ 


give him, where he lives among enemies, and in 
fears. 


2.He might have returned to another coufitry, 


and now have been better. ad 

3. God blefled him, &c. but it was nothing he 
defired, only another above; hence God is not a- 
fhamed to be called his God; but the foolifh virgins 
fell fhort of this, and hence they now feek only in 
times of extremity: And this is the frame of many 
gracelefs hearts in time of extremity. 1. When all 
grace is gone. 2. When death is come, then they 
feek earneftly after the Lord, and grace; O their fin 
lies heavy ! O then an humble heart is fweet ; »but be- 
fore their hearts were overcome with lufts after other 


things; and this double heart every carnal heart hath, » 


Ephef. ii. 3. Fulfilling the lufts of the mind,” %. ¢. 
diabolical lufts, ‘‘ and lufts of the flefh,” 7. e. fenfu- 

al and beaftly lufts, it is the ftate of all men; and 
hehce promifes are not made fimply’to men feeking 
the Lord, for they may mifs, but to them that do it 


with their whole heart, Pfal. cx. 2. Jer. xxix. 13. 
this they never do; and hence men pray daily, and: 


live in their lufting all the day after; men long in 
mifery, but are cool in peace. | 


oe oie Hae den 


 Quelt. BUT feeing thereis in faints two natures, flefh 
lufting againft the fpirit, and fpirit againft flefh ; and — 
& 


4 
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a double heart in a reprobate, whereby he defires grace 
and other things, how jall we diftinguifh them? i) 


_ Anfr i: The lufts after grace and worldly things 
in an hypocrite agree together in the fame heart 5 but 
thofe lufts which are after the fpirit in a regenerate 


_ heart are contrary one to another, and hike fite and 
water, one feeking to deftroy the whole being of the 


other. Exem gr. A man’ wants the things of this 


world, he feeks and defires ‘atter them, richés, ho- 


nour, reft and peace; but thinks he, if I had no 
more but this, 1 may to hell, if no grace; hence’ he 
defires that, and fo doing now he hath peace, andvall 
is quiet with him, and goes on fweetly in away of 
profeffion and prayer ; and a gracious heart’ is ready 
thus to do, and to make his head ly foft-with two 
pillows, but yet the Spirit rifeth up againft this, that 


~the foul thinks, I fhall fall by this heart; Lord, how 


apt to reft in thefe lees! lufts in hypocrites aré like 
brethren, that help one another, to this end to get. 
peace ; but here as enemies, to deftroy fuch a curfed 
peace as that is in the godly. OG Gh G38 

2. Ina falfe heart lufts and defires after thefethings 


\ are dear to them, like their limbs and beft' members, 


they cannot be nor cannot do without them ;° but in’ 
faints they are fores and blains, and fo hated of them ; 
ex. gr. Leta man have a full table, and @ fair eftate, 
and outward bleffings, promifing much, ‘aiid'the or- 
dinances of God, and a heart to follow God there ; 
now fee him lively in the feryice of God; but let ‘him 
be brought to €xtremities, and want of-all this, and 
fears of poverty, eftate wafteth, poverty appears, ma- 
ny rents come in, and the wife cries out; now he — 
falls down to the earth in difeontent or worldlinefs, . 
and his life and affe@tion to ordinances, or ‘the fer- 
vants of Gods is now gone; as it is with a bird, 
when fhe hath two wings fhe can fly, but when’ fhe 
hath only one, then fhe falls, and the fowler takes 
her, becaufe it was a limb precious to her 3’ fo here < 
‘Thus it was with David’s fervants at Ziglag, 1 Sam, 
MX Re 
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xxx. 4. “ all wept till they could weep no more si 


but here it was otherwife with David, he could fly 


to God without thofe wings; fo when God gives a . 
mana condition not fo great as he would, and the. © 
heart lufts after fo much, and God crofleth; hecan- ~ 


not be content with a little ora mean eftate, becaufe 


his luft is his limb, he cannot fuffer it to be cut off, » 


or be pared; if a man hath a wooden leg, he can 
cut it anfwerable to his fhoe, but if but a limb, he 
mutt have his fhoe cut an{werable to his leg, becaufe 
it is his limb, no cutting of that lefs; QO it is dear ; 
So it is with a man that hatha luft after any thing ; it 


is dear, and hence he js faid to live in them, and to 


bein the fleth; but the defires after thefe things in a 


gracious heart, they are blains, they can be without ' 


them; O never fuch a happinefs if the Lord® would 
dead them to me, Gal. y. 24. “ They that are in 
“* Chrift have crucified the flefh, with the affections 
* and lufts thereof,” 
3. The lufts and defires in a falfe heart are reign- 
ing lufts, and make the lufts after grace and holinefg 
ferve them, but ¢ contra in a holy heart. £x. ge A 
man prays tor the love of God, and the Spirit of 

Brace ; and it is affeGionate, but yet it is ever for 


fome luft: James iv. 3..a man defires grace to perfed’ 


his gifts, and gifts to deck him, and purchafe him 
honour before men; a man defires grace to quiet 
his confcience in affurance of God’s love, and pardon 
' of fin, that he may live the more peaceably with his 
“fin, Ha. Iviii. 3, 4. Now, in a gracious heart, the 
defires of thefe things ferve the-defires after grace ; 
for he defires the things of this world to be the more 
holy, Prov. xxx. 7,8. “ Feed me with food con. 
“* venient, that J may not tempt thee ;” he defires, 
and hath them for Ifrael’s fake, 2 Sam. v. 12.. Like 


a tradefman, he buys and fells, but it is for gain, Phil. . 


1. 20: O confider of thefe things, and if your hearts 
have had only fuch falfe defires as thef - know it, that 


| ay 
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As verily as thefe virgins were fhut out, fo fhall you 
another day. 


CORSA Po XM, SEO TER 


T he defires and endeavours of Hypocrites after grace are 
not lafring. 


Ob/f. 4. iB ere foolith virgins in their firft en- 
deavours after the Spirit of Grace, 
ufually ceafe from feeking farther, before they have. 
got that meafure and fulnefs of it which will continue 
to,the laft. Or, ! 
“That there is ever a ceffation in the firft endea- 
vours, of carnal profeffors from feeking after that 
meafure of grace, which will indeed laft and continue 
until thejr meeting with, and appearing before the 
Lord Jefus Chrift. | 
For thefe virgins here did feek the: Lord Jefus and: 
Spirit, and hence did get that meafure which light- 
ed their lamps for a good feafon ; and they content- 
ed themfelves with this, and gave over feeking until 
it is too late; and therefore now they fay, ‘Give us | 


_ & of your oil, our lamps are out :? Thefe foolifh vir- 


gins, when they had got fomewhat, they are carried 
<ith abundance of affection and profeffion, they 


- think themfelves as good as the beft, and what need | 


they feek for more! and then grow fecure and fall 
afleep until all is fpent. The fcripture is pregnant 
every where for this. But let us look and fee the 
caufes of this. BPR GiB ASN: 
Firft, Sometime it is becaufe they know not what. 
that meafure is which doth accompany falvation 5 
but they fet up an imagination of their own heads, 
which is a falfe image of faving grace, and when they 
have that, now they think: ally is welt, and’ they go 
no further. Judg. il. 11, 12- People that know not 


the Lord, nor the power of his grace, “ will fet up 


other 
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, x a en Br% a 
és other gods, and ferve them,”’ and there reft ; until 


i r 66 an 
it is with them, as it was with thofe, when the “ ans 


pyess 


A 


Soi ex3 


‘pe ee Pe ne 
“knowledge, 1 Cor. will. 4. to puff up ;” it meyer — 


leaves the foul more fenfible of his vilenefs, as faving 


grace 
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grace doth; Ezek. xvi. ult. and fo makes a man ne- 
ver reft in feeking after the Lord; but makes the 
foul feel himfelf full, and hence the ftomach is gone 
from feeking after more, as Rev. iil. 17. “ She 
«thought fhe was rich,” &c. ‘The Spirit of Grace 
which is but common, that heals a vile, proud heart, 
it eafeth him, it quiets him, in healing fome fin, which 
lies fore on the confcience ; it heals and quiets. the 
man, fo he is well, needs no repentance; but the 
Spirit of life indeed deftroyeth the man, and flays cor=. 
ruption, and hence he refifts ; and now faith the foul, 
I never felt my heart fo vile as now ; and hence faith: 
Paul, “ Sin revived, and led me captive, O wretched, 
man !”? as it is with a prince, if any great ones come 
and ferve him, he likes them, this gives him reft, fet- 
tles him in his throne ; but if any one come to Teign 
- over him, now he gathers all his ftrength to oppofe : 
So commion grace it ever comes as a fervant to cor- 
rupt; and hence take a mian of beft wit and parts, 
he turns them againft the Lord, and makes them 
ferve himfelf. — . 
Thirdly, From an apprehenfion of this difficulty, © 
and an unwillingnefs in the heart to break thorough 
the difficulty of feeking after the Lord ; many a man 
fees (as Dives jn hell, ** Abraham afar off’) grace, 
and God, and Chrift afar off; but there is a great 
gulf between them and grace; now to be watching, 
fafting, feeking the Lord ‘diligently, to follow the 
“Lord hard, Pfal. Ixiii. to keep the heart lamenting 
till the Lord comes, this is hard, as Heb. ii. it is 
faid, ‘* They could not enter in becaufe of unbelief.’’ 
“ne 'Phev thought they could never overcome. 2 
They thought the Lord did therefore hate them, 
Deut. i. 27. They did not regard the ftrength of 
God; “they fhali be but bread for us,’ faith Caleb, 
- Numb. xiv. g. they could not believe that to be bread 
that is fo hazardful. So-it is with many a man; and 
hence he fits down with defires and hopes, and fo 
perifheth 5 ‘* the ieee cefires flay him,” hence 
ie bah ae OL many 
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“many complain of difficulty, but never break difficul. 
ties, ‘and fo perifh ; and fo not like to the merchant 
that goes far for pearl. It4s his bufinefs, and ‘no 
‘ftorms nor iH weather drive him to defire the fmoke 
of ‘his chimney, till he hath got them, ‘he hath now 
refolved to venture all for, Prov. ii. 5. ° if thou dig 
“ for filver,” &c. Many prize Chrift and grace. O 
that I had it, but are lothto dig for it, they lovetheir 
eale fo well, and ‘hence reft in their defire after at ; 
but indeed mifs it; and ‘hence many can come to, 
and follow Godin outward ordimances, ‘but never 
‘find fruit and comfort m any of them, becaufe of dif. 
ficulty, yet fit-down content ‘becaufe they feek for or- 
~ dinances, as Prov. xii. 27. “The fluggard roafts not 
“what he had took in hunting ;” there is a very 
great delight in coming to ordinances, as travellers 
under the fhadow, but ‘then to chmb the tree that ig 
“hard, and hence lofe the fruit, and ‘hence ‘Ged feeing 
a man love his floth, and hath that bafe efteem of his 
graces as that he wall not follow fo hard after it as ‘he — 
hath done after his lufts, lets loofe fatan, and ‘he 
comes and {takes down a finner in this, Godimutt do 
all, and there he refts, and fo he falls fhort; like one 
that comes to hufbandmen, and tells them they have 
taken much pains and care to get their ground good | 
to bring forth much, but for time ‘to come their 
ground fhall bring forth fruit without planting 
"or fowing, only reap you the fruit; tt would be good 


- Mews to them, and they believe it, and then when the 


year comes about, they are to feek for corn; fo this 
affects, and here they ‘reft, and by this ‘means want. 

Fourthly, From feeling the unprofitablenefs of 

feeking the Lord through difficulties, and hence they . 
give over but a little before they find that that will 
continue. week 

_ 1+ Some follow the Lord for carnal ends, as Judas 

~ did, but he finding the purfe grow lank, and the bag 
_ empty, he forfakes the Lord. Bote 

2. Some for conifort, and hence pray and mourn; 

F and 
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‘and hence Mal. iii. 14. what profit is there that we 
have walked fo; as it was with Naomi, when fhe/re- 
turned home, both her daughters accompany her 
fome part of her way, “‘ Return again,” faith fhe, 
“* to your friends, here is no hufband for you where 
*“‘L go,” the one would not be beaten off, it is not 
a hu{band I came for, but a God; “ thy God thalh 
*‘ be my God ;” the other hearing her fpeeches, and 
loving her father’s houfe, and country, goes back, 
‘not without fame affection; fo iH is here ;, whereas 
faith will cry the more. _. i 
 Fifthly, From the offences which ufually fatan cafts 
in when they are in the heat of their firft endea- 
‘yours ; as the flony ground being offended fell away. 
: AS». ” 4 
"Ss rfecution, and hence they fall; a child be- 
gins to look towards God; the father, mother, friends 
fcoff and reproach. 
~~ g, Corrupt teachers, Mat. xxiv. that like falfe 
Chrifts deceive, and put a world of fcruples imto 
“men’s heads, and then Jead' them away ; as the Ga- 
latians that would pull out their eyes for Paul, yet by 
Jove and fmooth carriage of falfe teachers fo plaufible, 
they fell of ftrangely- 
Corrupt company, women OF men; many 
ftrong,men have fallen by the one, and ** men allo 
‘ce who having a form of godlinels, yet denying the 
€ power of it,” their hearts are taken in thefe {nares. 
4« Some hard point of dogrine, John vi. 60, 66. 
fomething is preacned that is crofs to our apprehen- 
fions; 1 will never believe it, fay they, and away 


= whey fall. 


Sixthly, Becaufe of falfe comforts, which ufually 
men meet with before they get that which will abide 
in them, ,in their worft hours ; and this quiets all. 

7 Vee OM themfelves ; a man fees Chrift only can 
“yedeem him by price, but he feels no need of Chrift 
to redeem him by power 5 and now feeing what a 

miferable creature he 1s, ftays himfelf upon the Lord, ~: 
2h : eek and 
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and that it may be by fome word which he hears... 
John viii. 30,°31. “when, they heard that, they. 
“* believed ;’”’ yet the Lord tells them, they are not 
free, but were yet captive to their fin, which. they: . 
need the Son himfelf to die to fave them from ; and 
fo many a one comforts himfelf, and ftays here, tho’. 
he have no other affurance. PRE Sa 
2. ‘The approbation and comfort of others, Ezek.. 
Xd sos : nec Aa Ms ds 
3. Strange extacies of joy which many aman meets: 
with fuddenly ; they have eaten and drunk in Chrift’s 
prefence, and have been comforted at fuch.and fuch 
a time in fuch a manner ; this, we fhall find it, per-. 
fuades men that God is theirs, without revealing the. 
fubject, viz. we are his “people, and that change 
which Godhath made. ~ ; ‘a 


\ 


By os yes gas dpurt ie 
Yueft. WHAT ts that measure which will loft, and ; 


_ throughout continue 2 Say 
Anf. Vhavé {poken of this at large; but, he that, ». 
loves the truth‘as his daily bread, will feed: upon it, +; 
whenever it is fet before him: Now there is, one, |; 
thing (this is’ different), and I fhall exprefs myfelf in.j).) ~ 
one; thing only, viz. ‘They give over before: they 5./; 
have tafted and drink the fatisfying fweetnefs of the 
grace of Chrift, and the prefence of his grace in their. 
fouls: That look as it was with Ifrael, they came out 
of Egypt, and faw the wonders of God in the wil-) /) 
-_dernefs; ‘arid had hig fery law, and glorious taberna- 4 
cle among them, yet they never came to. the land of. 
re{t $| fo it'is'at this day with many, they have fome.. at 
slimpfes “of the ‘excellency of Chrift, and his Praceyiy as 
and fome defites after it, and fome taftes of it they... 
are pulledout’ of théirwoful bondage, and feeing~ 
words of God aré oft affected, yet their carcafes mult, 


fall in the wildernefs, becaufe they never, come to 
reft ; 


3 
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reft ; they fall of from God becaufe they never knew 
what this reft meaneth, Heb. iv. ti. 

Hypoerites have awakening grace, and are much 
troubled ; they have enlightening grace, and know 
more than many Chriftians ; they have affeGting grace, 
and are wonderfully taken with the glad tidings of 
the gofpel; but fatisfying grace, or that grace which 
brings them to full reft, and fatisfying fweetnefs in 
God, not only to their confciences but to their hearts ; 
not carnal, but fpiritual, this they never came to, 
John'iv. 14. “ He that drinks the water I give, fhall- 
“* never thirft again 5” John vi. 54. ** If ye eat my fleth 
“* and’ drink my blood, there is life,’’ if not, no life; 
eating and’ drinking is not fipping and tafting ; many 
may-eat and drink in his prefence; asthofe,Exod. xxiv. 
11. but yet not feed at all on his perfon ; this makes 
the foul glad in God, and in all-the days of his life ; 
where any creature is at reft, there it is in the pro- 
per place; it is a token the Lord is the proper 
place‘of the foul, (not fin, nor hell, which was Ju-- 
das proper place) when it is at reft there; and this 
is the laft end, and fruit of the redemption of Chrift, 
Jer. xxxi''11, 14. i.e. not having fo much of God 
as to bé' a god-glutted Chriftian (as he faid) but fo 
fatiate as not to defire other things, but there to ftay 
tho’‘the heart doth oft not feel the fame fweetnefs. 


sedi nina gio ety. 


N Ow “thete are four things which do.concur to” 
this fulmels of fatisfying fweetnefs. *tvTEE ato 
Firft, Manifeftation of the Lord Jefus in his full ‘107 
propoftion, and in all the dimenfions of his poodnefsi)! 
to thé foil; the foul of man is made for, and fode: | 
fires‘an infinite eternal good; whiles this good/iis: ~ 
not known to be fuch a one, it never fatisfies;) and 
hence 1ét a man look upon any one creature, there’ is 
much {wéétnefs in it, but not all; hence it fatisfies 
not; there is fweetnels in honour and wealth, ee Z 
ick, 


d 
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fick, a miferable man; there is {weetnefs. in health, * 
but if poor and naked, a defolate man ; and if one ~ 
creature had all in it, yet when. one thinks this mutt 
be taken from me, itis like Jonah’s gourd, it never 
fatishes. i 

Now the grace which fatisfies much firk, manifett 
the fulnefs of infinite goodnels fuitable to me in. the © 
Lord; if that, now do I want, any outward blefling 
it isin Chrift, for he is heir not only of heaven, but 
ofallthe world. 9, | aes 

a. Do lL want fpiritual bleflings? Eph. ii, there is 
all in him, life, and peace, and glory. ip 

3. Have nothing to move the Lord to do any of 
thefe to me, yet there is fulnefs of tender mercy and 
pity in him, Ephef.i- 17. and i. 18. 

Secondly, Poffeflion of this good as mine; let a, 
poor man fee heaps. of gold before him, it fatishes 
not him, becaufe it is none of his; let.a Chriftian 
hear of kingdoms, peace, glory, in and with Chrult,. 
yet it fatisfies not him ; it troubles him the more, if 
‘Chrift forfake him, and grow firange to him; but 
to be fure that Chrift is mine, this makes the foul 
do, nay fuffer the utmoft for Chrift, and to know 
that nothing can feparate, &c. as amian that knows. 
he fhall kill, and nor lofe his life, will venture like - 
Sampfon upon an hoit of men; they may wound me, 
_. they cannot bind nor flay me, Rom. viii. w/t. there is 
"joy and fome fatisfaGion in finding the pearl of great 
price, what joy when it is poffefled! , . 

Thirdly, Communication of this good to the foul; 
let a man have meat and drink, but he cannot come 
at it when he hath need of it, will this fatisly if it be 
locked up? let a man have real poffeffion of never fo 
many lands, yet if he hath not the benefit fure to him, 
as well as the thing, he will never hold out; what -- 
at | the better? fo that grace fatisfies that brings the 
foul to fruition of the good, that it is now in refpect 
of the benefit of it conveyed to the foul, Pfal. xvi. 4, 
5. the Lord is the portion of my lot and cup,” and 

; ‘He 2 
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he. maintains both; and hence Jer. xiv. 9. “ Wh 
= oes ae Vath 3 
art thou like a man altonifhed, yet in the midi of 
** us |? if a man have meat and clothes, and the one 
never ‘feeds, the other never warms, would this jatis-> 
fy? no, ‘unlefs that he may feel them, nay he would. 
think this a-curfe ; fo let faints have God in his ordi- 
dinances, the beft in the world there is, if not fed 
thereby, Lord! what a mifery is this ? efpecially if the 
Lord helps not in time of need. | 

- Fourthly, Reflection of good again tothe good 
which ‘doth refrefh us, elfe it never fatisfies ; ifa man 
have meat dealt out; and it is very fweet, yet if it 
gives him no ftrengih to perform adts of life; ifa man 
have a friend, and he cannot love again, nor thew 
teftimony of love, it will not fatisfy hiny; fo that 
_ grace fatisfies which makes the foul reflect the love of 
God to God again; “ fhall Iferve the Lord, faid 
“ David, of that which coft me nothing ?”” you know 
the vine and olive, Judg. ix. were quieted by this, 
“ that they did rejoice ‘the heart of God and man;” 
what do you tell me of bonds? ‘ T.account not my 
‘life dear to finifh my courfe,” faith Paul. 

" Now a carnal ‘heart gives over before he fees or 
‘poffeffeth or enjoyeth the Lord, or found the {weet- 
nefs of a holy ‘life in walking with God. Hence, 

1. He loaths and is weary of all his profeflion and 
truth he knows, and'theGod he-talks of. 

a. Hence they break out to fome lufts or others ; 
which becaufe if not fatisfied here, they mutt fatisty 
themfelves fome-other way, either’ in vain-conceits or 
opinions, or lufts of the world. 

Ri Hence, defperate doubts, is the Lord amine? 
whereas if it were otherwife, then as it is with a man, 
afk him, how do you know you eat and drink? It 
fatisfies me faith he, it puts ftrength, I fhould die 
_ daily elfe. oy wrtieks, RE 6: 
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Ufe ry OF examination, inftruction, and exhore - 


tation to all thofe who have reft content with that — 


meafure of the Spirit which will never laft, to begin 
again, and lay a better foundation, left it befal you 
as it did thefe virgins, or as the finner in Prov. v. — 
11, 12, 13. * you mourn when you, not your flefh, 
-« but foul is confumed; O how have I defpifed in- 
s¢ ftruction |”? left wrath*break out which cannot be 
quenched, for dealing flightly with God and your — 
own fouls; how many Chriftians take that for grace, - . 
_ which when it comes to trial will be found too light, 
- and know it not, and regard it not, * till the hand- 
writing of God is upon their confciences !’’ c 
If thererefore you/have not found the fatisfying 
{weetnefs of the Spirit of grace, that water which 
quencheth all your inordinate thirft, that bread which 
feeds you to life, be fure your oil will be fpent, and 
your light will go out before you die. 


SabrGeh, Bev 


Quek. How thould I know that fatisfying {weet- 
nels ? } . 
Anf. Ah methinks you fhould fay, O that I-did 
know it! yet wary I would be of giving any juft oc- 
cafion to break off what the Lord in his grace hath - 
wrought; yet you may know fomething of it by this. 
1. When the Spirit of God’s grace difpented in 
his ordinances doth glut you and flay you, and make 
you worfe; here is not the grace of Chrift which 
doth fatisfy you, if the more knowledge you have of 
the truth, the lefs glory you fee in the truth, and 
the lefs you love the truth; if the more comfort you 
have found by it, the lefs you now defire after it; if 
the more abilities you have received by it, the more 
proud you grow, and high-minded, if having come 
. - for 
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- for to feck the ordinances of God, the lefs good you 
find by them, the more weary you grow of them, and 
the more you defpife them ; it is certain, the fatisty- 
ing grace of Chrift is not-here, when the bread to 
feed, is poifon to flay ; is not this.the condition of 
many? what is the caufe they are growing worfe, that 
they are worle in their latter endand middle of their 
’ Chriftian profeffion, than the beginning, becaufe they 
_are°grown full by God’s ordinances, and fo worfe ; 
what’ isthe caufe in places of perfecution the Lord’s 
ordinances were precious, not when they come to 
then?) God’s: ordinances: plenty. makes them to un- 
dérvalué them ‘through their fin; that look. as itis 
with'men in-confumptions, whole life is going out, 
they think they can eat, yet when it is before them, 
-Joath the fmellofit, or a little ferves them, whereas 
another: finds it otherwife,: not but that.faints may 
think*thus; ‘but they wich Hezekiah mourn under.it, 
4'Chron, xxxil. Hof. vig. I have hewn and flain,”” 
What ds'the caufe? “ becaufe your goodnels is ‘like, a 
“ morning dew,-which foon vanifheth, therefore have 
« | flain them.”? O God loves us, and we are the beft 
people in the world, /becaufe we have ordinances ; 
no, but becaufe you be fhallow, hence you fhall have 
prophets’ to flay you. . bh wos 

~ Secondly, Jf any man maintains any living lufbin 
himfelfin the midtt of his profeflion, and hungers af- 
ter itandithellife of it; for when a man hath better 
fod toofeed upon; he will neglect his own at home, 
as (Chriftifaid to them when they afked him,* why he 
did not-eat; how. many be there which have -firange 
gifts, and have had marvellous ebbings and flowings 
oPithe Spirie of life-and peace; and.yet one fin have 
they’ lived in,’ and would not, could not live without | 
pe Looklas it wasn the wildernefs; they were for 
yO time! pretty “well ‘content with their allow- 
ance’ and wildernefs-walks!-.and | proviions, but 
they could’ not itay long, « <* Vhey afked meat for 
Hf vs rib SEs ul ots - wore ee ear 
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“ their lufts, but he fent leannefs into their fouls,” — 
Pfal. cvi. 14, 15. So that there it is, if luft be ftir- 
ring, the Lord either denies it his own people, 
becaufe he will ftarve the luft; that the foul may 
grow, or if he gives it, flays the luft by it, gluts it, 
makes the foul grow weary of it, and prize his firft _ 
_ hufband more; as Solomon by his experimental dif- 
covery of the creature: many men confefs and pray 
againit theit fins, but by their forrows and defires, — 
they do maintain the life of their fin, fall to it as the 
dog to the vomit; you will be caft away at laft, § 
-Cor. ix. ult. “1 beat not the heir left I become a caft. 
“ away ;’’ whereas a- gracious heart doth not main- 
tain, but wa{te and coniume his luft. His life is to 
live to God. 
Thirdly, If a man’s heart and affe€tions, reach not - 
the people of God with the deareft embracings, nor 
yet mourn for the want of fuch a heart; for fome- 
times there are fome drops of the Lord’s goodnefs fall- 
ing into the heart, whereby the foul cleaves, unto the 
Lord, and is moved and ravifhed, and. bears much 
love, as it thinks, towards him; but look to their 
love to the people of God, thefe they fall fhort ; be- 
caufe “* the love of Chrift is not fhed abroad abun- 
*dantly into their hearts, filling and fatisfying of 
“them ;” and hence have none to pout out upon_ 
_ the fouls of their neighbours, 1 Johmiv. 20, 21. In 
our own country what was the accufation of faints ? 
_ viz. They are hypocrites before God; what did you 
think of thofe men that faid fo? nf: Surely they 
were enemies to the Lord, and that never loved him ; 
for then they would love his people. But what is the 
occafion here now they fay they come for ordinan- 
ces ; but they are unjuft oppreffors, cruel ;, poor men 
may flarve before regarded by them; and fo they caft 
reproach not only upon fome few, but all the people 
of God, and church of God ; if that it be fo, their 
. accufation is God’s accufation, if not (as generally 
it is) for many, though unable todo much, yetif 
called — 


° 


~ 
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called to it, would lay down their eftates and lives for 
others ; then know thou never hadit Chrilt’s love 
fhed in thy heart (which will continue) but drops of 
it only ; becaufe thy love cannot teach to thefe, Be- 
loved, what is the end of your coming over hither, ? 
ig it not to enjoy firft Chrift, the {faints Company is 
moft precious; and do you here bite, and cenfure, 
and deveur, and negle@t, and reproach one another, 
and upon any conceived injury ftumble? aré poof men 
neglected ? it is a fad fign the love of Chrift is not in 
power, Heb. WOE Pee 
Fourthly, if there have been abundance of fweet 
affections and {weet refrefhings, thereby rifing up 
within the foul, without the death, and killing, and 
zemoval of the contrary lufts and fins; it is certain 
this foul was never truly filled nor fatisfied with the 
“Spirit of God’s grace; for as it is with veffels, while 
they are filled with lime or chaff, they cannot be fil- 
Jed with wheat or with water; fo while the heart is 
filled with fome noifome diftempers, it cannot be fil- 
ied or fatisfied with the Lord; look but abroad in 
- the churches, how fiany are there that fay and think 
they hate their fin as the only evil, they clofe with 
the Lord Jefus, they love the people of God all of 
them, they feek the glory of God, and yet they do 
but think fo! for though they hate fin, yet if is un- 
* foundly, becaufe they fee not hew clofely their hands 
are knit to their fin; they never did believe, becaufe 
they never felt their unwilling heart to clofe with 
-Chrift; they never loved the faints, becaufe they ne- 
ver felt their contempt of faints ; never fought God’s 
lory, becaufe they never mourned under that which 
did ftain it; they never make work with their own . 
hearts; the ftony and thorny ground withered be- 
caufe their foil was naught ; a heart filed with {weet 
affections, which never felt the ftrength: of contrary 
corruptions lying underneath, i€ is an ill foul, and 
where thole affections will never profper, not prove 
 gight; and hence, 2. lim. ii. 20, 21. he that pur- 
i 2e:  peth 
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geth himfelf from thefe things fhall be a veffel 


fho- 


nour, ever preferved, never broken. Donot put it — 


to a venture, it may be I may have grace, and foput 
your falvation to the hazard of fuch hopes; butthe 
Lord that come to thee knocking open the door that ~ 


he may come in and feait,; cry for infinite creating 


power and mercy to make halte and come and help 
thee; what have you to do elfe but to get your old — 


lufts purged away? what do you labour for elfe? if — ; 


you have children to bring up, if you have any love 
‘to them, nay if fwine or,cattle, meat you will have 
to feed them, and fatisfy them if poflible; and yet 
behold thy foul perifhing for want of true fpiritual re- 
frefhings ! ag | 


SECT. Vi 


Uje 2. OF exhortation to all young beginners, 
and fo to all others ; take heed that you chop not at 
your comfort too foon ; take heed you do not perith 
“in.the way, that while feeking after the Lord and 
reft, you fall from the Lord by fecurity and {candal, 
and fo you perifh; but labour for that which will 
~ continue and laft. aS 

1. Mariners when they go a voyage, they will trim 
their weffel, and fearch if there be not fomething a. 
mifs which may fink the fhip at laft; if once out at 
fea, they may die beforethey come home; and hence 
-atpirft fetting out are careful ; fo do you. “bphatisici 
‘)26 You willmeet with trials enough to exercife all. 
. Yous grace, that you will find all little enough in the 
WIlUCeh ei, - : q 
13 1B This will be your comfort at death, that though 
it be difficult,.yet if you have fought a good fight, 
and run.a goodrace, there is now a crown, this will 
make you togo out of the world wondering, and go 
Up to eternity in your chariot, in your triumphant 
chariot of glory, when you fhall fee on the one fide, _ 
here a Demas forfaking, there a Judas betraying; 

; here 


4 jolly) fee what the Lord there fpeaks, James iv. 8, 
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_ here one Chriftian withered, there another fcandalif- 
ed and offended ; and yet the Lord hath upheld thee 


(in thy integrity) a poor creature, that thoughtft thou 
fhouldft never have held out at all. 


_ That you may do thus, two things ate to be done: 
_ Firft, Be fure your wound at firft for fin be deep 
. enough ; for all the error in a man’s faith and fanc-" 
tification it fprings from that firft error of his hu- 
humiliation ; if a man’s humiliation be falfe, and 


weak, and little, his faith is light, and his fan¢tifica- 


tion counterfeit, as may be feen in the ftony and 
thorny foil; if a man’s wound be right, and humi- 


liation deep enough, that man’s faith is right, and 
his fanétification is glorious ; for Chrift cannot be ex- 


ceeding fweet and fatisfactory to the foul, unlefs fin 


be at firft exceeding bitter; and this is the reafon 
why Chrift is not {weet nor precious at firft nor after. 
ward, becaufe fin is not fo bitter to them, efpecially 
heart fins; Chriftians fhall find it, the efteem and 
price of Chrift falls, while fin lies light and is not 
bitter. 


SEG Ts eVil. 
Queft. HOW bitter muft it be? 


Anf. So bitter as that nothing contents your heart, 
while fin is with you, and the Lord is gone from 


-you, Lam. iii. 4, g. ** Mine eye ceafeth not mourn- 


‘ing, till the Lord look down trom heaven ;”’ as a 
man that looks for a prince to come and live with 


‘him, he prepares rooms for all his attendants, but he 


referves the belt lodgings for the prince himfelf, and 


they are kept empty while he comes: So the foul en- 


tertains creatures, and ordinances, and faints of God, | 
but yet the heart is not content, but fits empty, de- 
folate while the Lord is gone; for while the heart is 
delighted with fomewhat elfe befide the Lord (that 
if the Lord comes, it is well, if not, it is merry and 


9» 
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"gy ro. © Cleanfe your hearts and he will draw nigh 
<< unto you;” turn laughter to mourning, elle you 
are not humbled. Let God’s own people do fo, it — 
ftops up the fountain of God’s love, and {weetnefs of. 
mercy, Pfal. xxx. vii. ‘* When carnally confident, 


«< | was troubled ;” as it is in marriage, if a man 
know there is familiarity between the woman and a- 
nother lover he will have none of her; but when fin 
is thus bitter, the Lord hath the garments of joy te 
give for the fpirit of heavinefs, Ifa. Ixii. 1, 2 O 
therefore, though it be crofs to have limbs qut off, 
and breafts feared, bones broken, &c. yet part with 
all for life, even this life of Chrift in you, which 
. will give you full content. 


-8ECT.. VIL 
Queft. HOW fhall I do thus, my heart will be wanton 


and carnal ? . ; : 

Anf. 1. Set this down for a conclufion, I fhall ne- 
ver be comforted by the Lord, while any thing elfe 
comforts my heart, i. ¢. for itfelf, as hath been prov- 
ed; and if this was well thought of, this would make 
a man above all other things deteft his carnal content, 
becaufe this indeed keeps the Lord from him. 


2. Keep the remembrance of the bitternefs of your 


fin and evil in it; thus David, Pfal. li, 3. fet it ever 
before him; for all the {weet of fin comes into the 
heart by a delufion firft begot in the mind, of fome 
prefent good in it, which the foul not attending to is 
dtawn away by it, Jam. 1.14. “drawn away and ene 


“ ticed 5” hence fortify here. “Three things in fin, 


which if remembered, would make it bitter. 
1, Sentence of condemnation paft upon thee by 
the law of God for it, which may make a foul to 


mourn: Little content do men take in their prifon- 


‘bolts. : 

_ 2. The death, and agonies, and forrows of the 

Lord Jefus, to acquit the foul from this condemna 
TC tion 5 


Y 
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tion ; this is that which may work * bitternefs as for 
¢ a firft born,” Zech. xii. 10, 14. > Ewan 
4. Croffing the will, and fo grieving the heart of © 
-Chrift now in glory, as when the old world grew 
fenfual it grieved God to the heart; keep thefe in 
- remembrance; what pleafure canft thou take in that 
which makes the Lord figh ? | ia tee 
4. “ The end will be bitternefs,”” Pfal. Ixxit. 17. | 
Secondly, Take heed you mifs not of that faith 
which will bring in fupply, Heb. iv. 1,2. Take 
heed left a promife being left, any fall fhort of that 
reft which comes by the promife, by an unbelieving 
heart ; for many defire the Lord, and reft upor the 
Lord, and they are fatisfied with their hunger, and 
with their reft on him, without receiving life from 
him ; truly you will fall from the Lord then; for if 
the Lord doth not daily drop life into your hearts, 
_ you will grow weary of him ; and ordinances they 
are empty wells, and promifes they are dry brealts > 
if you have bread, but it feed you not, you will not 
eare for it. 


SECT. IX. 


Queft. HOW frall I get this faith ¢ 

Anf. 1. Honour and advance the Lord’s rich grace 
in thy heart, before thou goef to him for the Spirit 
of life; thus that poor woman, ‘ Tf I can but touch 
<< his fkirt, I fhall be whole ;” if I can come to him, 
{ fhall have help; many can think before they go to 
Chrift, I fhall never fpeed, } fhall never overcome 
thefe evils ; and hence the Ifraelites are excluded Ca- 
‘naan: Though I know the Lord doth pity his poor — 
people when they believe, though not thus far; as it 
is with men; if you would get their hearts from 
them, commend them ; fo here; and though this 
doth not move the Lord, yet it ig an ordinance ; it is 
a way of God, Mic. vil. 17, 18. ty ah 
3, Take up a firm refolution never to let thy heart- 


if 
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go from feeking the, Lord till this is wrought, Pal, 
xxvii. 4. ‘ This I will feek after ;” fee that thou muft. 
heeds ue this ; and-hence do not fay, I have defired — 
and gone to the Lord, and no help comes, and now 
fit down ; no, but ee advantage hereupon to defire 
the more, and to make the Lord’s denials or delays 
the ground of thy cries; as the Canaanitifh woman, 
“crumbs; as, Jacob by wreftling againit the angel, tie 
had the blefling at laft: Say, as it hath been jong, 
fo therefore Lord help. becaufe of that. But fins are 
many, and the heart 1 1 worle : : O the more ‘heed of 
arace ; Mofes, Exod. XXxiH, 18. ‘Tf. thou. wilt not 
Sf §° with us, carry, us not up hence.”, 7) 

. Wait forthe Lord quietly, and look: out when 
wills it be better. Ifa. Ixiv. 4. ‘¢ Eye hath not fen; 37 
and wait for him firlt ; and fo for other things, Tia. 
xxx. 18. ‘¢ Blefled are they that wait for him.” 

4. lf the Lord gives not; yet. feek to give him 
content, though he doth not content thee, as “Mary, 
John ii.. when they wanted wine, 1 John i iil. 22. we 
do what pleafeth him; and hence have our cantwer ; . 
this will fetch it. 


CoH AP (Ln ee te ees 

Shews that the Grace of one Perfon will not “advantage 
another.ahat wants Grace himfelf ; and, that the deff 
Chriftians cannot difpenfe, Grace to thofe that ‘want ite 


Ver. 9. But the wife anfwered, Sasbuee Not fo,- lof there be not 
enough for us and you ;, but go ye rather to them that fells and 
buy for yourselves. . : 


- EREIN isfet down the anfwer. of the wife to- 
the requeit of the foolifh virgins: 
This anfwer of the wife virgins Sonmins two things. 
Airit, A denial, together “with the réafon of it, 
which is a check to their folly. 


; 2 “Seteally. 


f 
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Secondly, Their counfel and advice, directing 
them to the remedy, if there be any which might 
fupply them with oil: “ Go to them that fell, and 
<‘ buy for yourfelves.” The Spirit of grace comes 
not fo lightly by: You would have it given; no, you 
muft buy it; you would have fis help you; no, there 
~ are others appointed for to fell it you ; away to them 
before the Bridegroom comes. ~ 

1. “ Not fo”? ] They are words inferted in the En- 
glifh text, not fo in the original; but yet they are 
fafely put in, partly becaufe they are intehded direct. 
ly in the ftrength of their reafon, and involved there- 
in, implied thereby; partly becaufe they do more 
clearly exprefs the meaning of the words, and give 
their fenfe more diftinctly. | resp ae 
a. Left there be not enough for us and for 
© you.” ] What, did the foolifh now Jook to works 
of fupererogation and prayers of faints, and the trea- 
fury of the churches holinefs and indulgences ? Sure- | 
ly no, for thefe were virgins, had efcaped the pollu- . 
tion of Antichrift, and they go for this not to popifh 
treafurers, but unto them that are wife ; ‘neither is it 
likely that Chrift’s coming could awaken them out: 
of their fecurity to fall to grofs popery fo fuddenly, 
whiles they were the companions and imitators of the 
wife, and therefore this is not the meaning, as fome 
have wrefted the words, and fo make the anf{wer of 
the wife to be a Proteftant anfwer to a popifh petition, 
and therefore bid them go to fhavelings that will for 
money fell pardons, and indulgences, and prayers, 
and merits. 


mang od mene: 


Queft. WHAT then, are the wife unwilling to commu 
nicate of the graces they have? what Chriftian but is 
willing ? a 

Anf. Firft, We are not to adhere to words in o- 
pening parables ; but the fcope; now their {cope was 
ee Lee. hereby 


~~ 
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hereby, firft to fink®and humble the hearts of the ae 


foolifh, and to let them know that all that which they 
had in time of extremity, wasslittle enough for them- 
felves at this feafon. Bes se 
Secondly, This ‘anfwer is made ap{werable.to the 
ground of their requeft ; you"know how hypocrites 
in churches reft in outward privileges, and how they 
are carried unto ordinances, but not above ordinances 
indeed to Chrift; and though they have fome know- 
ledge of, and lookings above them unto Chrift, yet 
miffing him, like men finking, catch hold upon that 
which is next, and fo look for help thence ; fo thefe 
being in the fellowfhip of the wife, and admirers of 
them, and having got good by them, and imitated 
them, hence they rely too much upon them for it; 
and hence they anfwer, we have but our meafure, ' 
‘and therefore it is not in our hands to difpenfe grace 
in times of extremity ; that muft come from him that 
hath received the Spirit without meafure; fo that 
this anfwer doth not imply unwillingnefs to commu- 


- nicate, but to let the others fee that they were not the 


firft that could communicate. 

Thirdly, You are to confider that God had now 
broken open the confciences of the foolifh, that they 
profeffed they had no oil; hereupon the wife virgins are 
not unwilling to communicate altogether; but confi- | 
dering other means are fanctified to beget grace where 
it never was, or rather of greater efficacy and power; 
hence they fend them to other means, to them that 
fell profefling this for their ground, that they had little © 
enough for themfelves ; and it was not in their power 
now to convey any: This! conceive is the direct 
{cope of the parable in this verfe: Hence three 
Notes. : RET 


XS BoC pa tie, 
Obferv. 1. ‘Tuat the grace of God’s Spirit in o- 


therwile hearted Chriftians, will do no good to fool- 
> i 
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ifh virgins, and flothful Chriftians in the days of their 

extremity. Ezek. xiv. 20. ** Though Job and Da- ' 
_ © niel ftood before me, they fhall but deliver their 

« own fouls ;”? gracious holy men, if’ not only in 

_ mifery but fin, 1 John v. 16. ‘they fhall recover, not 

others, Jer. iv. 4. ‘Left my wrath break out like 

“ fire.” © therefore dally not under ordinances ; 

to have them, but no gain of them; to have vines 

planted, but not to eat fruit of them, and all by rea- 
fon of a flothful heart, is a dangerous thing ; as ma- 

_ny a man hath a rich {tock, and a good trade, and 

yet thrives not 5 O he is not careful to keep, nor di- 

ligent to improve, but is idle 5 fo here. 

O confider the wrath of God! In extremity ufual- 
ly the Lord hears and helps his poor people; but it 
fhall be far from the Lord, when others fhall fay, 
Lord help; no, let others tears and prayers be re- 
garded ; no, what, Lord, not in extremity ? no, not 
in extremity. ae 2) 
‘ S Pte Dense Ve! 
Obferv. 2. "THat it is not in the hand of the 
moft eminent Chrittians to difpenfe the grace of Chrift 
to whom, and when, and where they will; not in all 
feparably, nor in all jointly ; it is not in all the wife 
virgins hands together: It is not in the hands of a 
. whole church, or all churches to do this. Thefe 
poor foolifh virgins it may be they did not in their 
judgments think thus; Aowever in their practice they 
now truft to this. But thefe anfwer, Itis not 1n us. 
Jt is not in Mofes to give his {pirit to whom he 
would, but the Lord, Numb. xi. 17- Care 

It ig not in Paul nor Apollos, the one deep in wif- 
dom; the other admirable in expreflion, but in God, 
who gives the commif_ion to bring the whole world. 
in, 1 Cor. iii. 5, 6- iy a 

It is. not in Chriff'as man, to give to one to. fit at 
his right hand or left. 
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it 


ay 


\ mn ® bs < iat $ i 
It is not inthe hands of the beft parents; it isnot - 


in the wills of all;men.living,. John i. 13. 7 RE 
: U Ree Oh 4 SOR e leg ' 
1 re 3 Stick OF Tstia¥e: er IRI 8 ud Das ~ 
a gst ene tg To trtiqe sdi bas bow, 
Reafon 1. BECAUSE they have but their-mea-.. 


fure received wholly, and dependentiwholly:fromiae 
nother, anfwerable to their own neceffities ; therefore ~ 
it is notin their freedom, but. in the hands of hime: 
who hath received.it without meafure, Johmiiticerig, 
35-.‘* But the Father hath put all things} into his: : 
** hands ;” as jit is in}ftars, one ftar doth not gives> 
light to, another, ,but.the fun, tovall,, having oreceivédo? ; 
it without meafure comparatively ; fo one {pringidéeh! | 
not, beget another, but ‘it-is.in the fea, whichehath »- 
water without meafure, from whence they cOme.and>{ 
return again. | - af Slaosg ‘ortrol ste sted 49d; 
Keafon 2. Becaufe' all the faints, and.alh the fellows. 
fhip of.God’s people, it. is but:a, means, om theyeare (1 
but inftruments in the -hands. of Ghrift,to ‘convey > 
Stace; now you know all inftruments ad and) work. © 
according to.the will of the principal agent;,as itis <. 
notin the axe’s hand to cut down-one-ttee for fuel;, 5) 
another for building ; but in the agent’s hand, efpe- «/ 
cially if the inftruments be weak and -powerlefs; and 
{uch are the people .of God; 41 Cory 1) 2961S They >: 
** are. poor things, and weak things, and nothings, 
things that are not;’?\2 Cor. iii. 5-\** Notdo. much: 15 
** as to think, any thing of themfelves::?*o It is: nothin: ry 
the people.of,God as it is in falves that there:is ans 
inherent, virtue. abiding always to. heal, ‘and that cin o: 
any man which is cureable >, but:-there,is:onlyiamads <> 
herent virtue which doth not always abide; andwwhen @ 
it is there, works not upon all, but-only.at the! plea. 
fure of the principal agent the Lord): Jefus:s «:thofe.. 
means which providence ‘hath put an inherent-virtue,. | 
‘nto, cannot blefs, but as the Lord; wills, meat can... 
Rot Nourilh fometimes, much lefs can thefe without i 
! Mott Daiags the, |< 
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thewill of another; hence Ephefi iv. 16: the faints 


are edified by this, but froiti Ghrift till. © 
— -Reafon 3. In regard of the greatnefs of the power 
and honour that is required to difpenfe the grace of 


A 


God, and the Spirit of grace, which the church is 


no®wapablefofer Pys® Yom, ee 
Firft,: Knowledge of the ele@; the Spirit of grace 
which accompanies falvation,’ fhall néver'Bé given’ to 


any'but‘to them, Rom. xi, 7." “The ‘election have — 
** obtainediit;”” “hence they mutt be known firft to” 
them that have power to" difpenfe it ;) now that they 


cannot tell ; indeed Paul by feeing the power put 
forth; oknew" the’ eleétion’ of *the’ ‘Theffalonians, te 


Theff! in ge dut not before jhe Could’ not fay, This * 
man J'will give grace urito; and not to that; a mini- * 
fterjisasPauly "As 'xvili.10. may in general know 
that there are fome people in fuch a place, at leaft © 


probably, “but who 'they bebe knows not, no‘more . 
thansSamuely who-knew one of Jeffe’s fons was tobe 
kingy “but cnot ‘one whom the liked}’ but whom''the ' 


Lordedid»chufe sand hence a minifter calls ‘all, bes © 
caufe he‘knows notiwho they’ be : only fome ate val. if 


Jedjsbécaufe Chr 


jrimttio basil 230 


Secondly;>“Fhe "power matt be omnipstent, both © 


itt knew, and therefore in his hand ~ 


to lay thée’foundation, and to go on ‘with! the build,” 


ing3. now that scannot be put forth by a poor finite _ 


A 


creature, when it will, but when the Lord will’; a 
minifter'may preach and quicken, a Chriftian may 
exhort’and:comfort, and’yet they may meet and hear — 


again’ twenty times and never find the like ‘day, be- 


caufe:their weapons ‘are only mighty through ‘God, 
vy RP tk mop ; ‘ i Hep be} | 


2 Sorex gy ge? 


5 ; spat i roa sb 1 AK ree ay OF 
Lhirdly; Shedding of blood; dying, and bearing” 
wrath; ‘to purchafe and fo'to have the Spirit’ to fend , 


” 


forthe Spirit’ of grace ‘could never be ‘given, ‘nor im- 


cresfed, inor'continued’in any, had not blood firft 
purchafed'this';, our. fins ‘are 'faid? to be" healed ‘by 
blood, and we cleanfed from them by it, «. ¢. by the 
S BIG Spirit 


4 
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Spirit purchafed by it, Heb. ix. 14. ‘¢ Blood {prink-. 
<¢ led purifies your confciences with blood,” 7. e. the 


virtue of blood applied by the Spirit: If any of the - 


faints fhed blood for the church to redeem it, then 
they have power to convey the Spirit of grace to the 
church; and it is as hard to convey one dram of. 
grace as to dic. 


CECT VE 


Ue 1. HENCE we may fee the glory and excel- 
lency of the Lord Jefus above all men; nay, above 
all the beft-men and beft churches living ; afk David 
whom he loves and honours moft, he will tell you, 
Pfal. xv. 4. “‘ He defpifeth a vile perfon, and ho- 
_* nours them that fear the Lord ;”’ and that Chrif- 
tian that is moft excellent had all his heart; afk any 
Chriftian, to what men his heart is moft knit, and 
whom he doth moft of all honour, if he fees one mati 
in forty moft holy, moft humble, moft like to Ged, - 
moft acquainted with God, and the mind of God; a 
Paul for wifdom, a David for brokennefs of fpirit, an 
Abraham for faith, a Steven for courage and zeal, 
&c. their very feet are beautiful, their very names 
are an alabafter box broken up. And why doth he 
- thus? Becaufe he fees they are holy, and like to 
God: O but confider they cannot. make thee holy, 
it is not’ in their liberty; though they fhould like 
thee; they cannot teach thee one truth favingly ; thou — 
haft a rugged heart, they cannot polifh thee; and 
wild, they cannot tame it; they cannot convey one 
dram or tafte, or favour of the life of grace to thee: . 
O if thefe be lovely who only have oil in their veffels, 
though they can give none for thee: What is the 
Lord Jefus then ? who is not only holy, fairer than 
the children of men, having all without meafure ; 
but can alfo make thee holy, which none of the faints - 
ean; who not only is good and holy, but doth good, 
and makes holy. ‘Thou lookeft fometimes upon 

‘i faints, 
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faints, and feeft their grace and life, and mourneft 
for want of it, keepeft company with them, and with- 
eft thot hadft their oil, but they cannot help thee to 
it: O look up to the Lord: If thou loveft and priz- 
eft them, O prize and love the Lord much more who 
hath it in his hands to give it unto thee: who like a 
_ {pring fends not-forth its ftreams to refreth itfelf, but 
the weary, but the faint, Ifa. 1. iv. who like the fun, 
fends not its beams out to enlighten itfelf, but * that 
‘* thofe which fit in darknefs might fee,’”’ and blind 
might know, John ix. 49. John xvii. “ For their 
* fakes I fanctify myfelf:”’ he hath an humble, meek 
{pirit, to give to thee that art proud and fturdy; he 
can make a lion a lamb, who hath a wife and hea- 
venly Spirit to teach thee that art fimple, and thee 
that art earthly, if his good pleafure will. 


SHC Tf. .Vil. 


Do not fay, I have found good from them, as well. 
as feen grace in them, that | blefled God that ever I | 
faw or {pake with them, or ever faw their examples, 
&c. I anfwer, Know it that they were but powerlefs - 
inftruments in the hands of a merciful, yet powerful 
Chrift, otherwife thou hadft never received good from 
any Chriftian, minifter, or fermon; the Lord Jefus 
could‘as well have ufed them as means to have con- 
demned thee, as he did Noah’s miniftry, and Noah’s 
example, by which he condemned the’ world, as well 
‘as to have called thee, or done the leaf good to 
thee; therefore this fill puts a beauty upon Chrift> 
above all others in the world ;. all the faints and mi- 
nifters in the world could not have changed one hair 
from being black to white, nor by all their cares for 
thee added one cubit to thy ftature; “O it was the 
Lord Jefus: if they have any pity, the Lord. put it 
in them ; if ever they fpake one word, or made one 
prayer, the Lord put it in them; | if bleffed, it is 


a Now . 
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Now doft thou honour and love them ; becaufe 
they have done thy foul good, elfe thou hadft been © 

‘in hell? O admire the Lord much more, for they 
were but fet on work by him; and now they have 
done thee good, there is a ftop, they can go no fur- 
ther you think ; I did receive good by a little, while - 
being with fuch Chriftians, but now when thou com- 
eft hither again, thou thinkeft (it may be) thou fhalt 
receive much more; no, their hands and feet may be 
bound, thofe conduit-cocks cannot turn themfelves. 
O but Jefus Chrift he can go on, nay, he will goon 
until he hath made thee like unto his own felf; and 
hence 1 John iii. 2. ‘* Then we fhall be like him, 
“< now we be fons.” Children, though born of poor 
men, yet love their poor father that begat them: 
Who gave you your being? who begat you to God, 

. and fo made you fons of God? O methinks the Lord . 
that did this fhould be precious and lovely! that you 
fhould call the world to wonder at it, that the Lord 
had made an incarnate devil a blefled angel: But | 
thou haft a vile heart ftill; O but you fhall be like 
him; he will make you like himfelf at the laft day, 
who is brighter than angels, and whofe face is fairer 
than the children of men; only he will doit by little 
and little here, rather by caufing thee to feel thy vile- 
nefs, than removing it wholly. vt 

Therefore, as the apoftle, Gal. iv. 9. when they 
~ were turned from the gofpel to Mofaical obfervances, - 
he calls them “weak and beggarly rudiments,” which 
had no power of themfelves to convey grace, nor at 
beft in ‘that abundance which the gofpel did; fo fay 
I, do you now know the Lord, who did not: once. 
know him; and do you now admire and love Chrif- 
tians and others, if they do good efpecially to you ; 
and do you refufe to honour the Lord, but look only 
upon beggarly, weak means and Chriftians? God » 
forbid; it is the Lord only that can enrich you, &c. 
2 Cor. iit. “ If the miniftration of condemnation 

/ ** was glorious, @ what is the miniftration of the 

s¢ Spirit; - 
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: & Spirit ;°? if thofe which have the Spirit be glorious, 
-whatiis the Lord that not only hath it, but can alfo 


give it, “and make you like unto him in glory, and 


_.“.that, by the very. beholding of him!’ ver. ult. Ifa 


manthad fuch a, glafs which not only gave him the 
fight of fome dear, friend always,, but as oft as he 
looked in it, makes him like unto him, how would 


hebprize this glafs, but. efpecially the image of his 


thereby makes himfelf glorious. 


- friend in it! So Chrift, is not only, glorious, but he 


F105 


i 
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ry 


ef 32 i G44 A Tiy 
ro Object, DO, not fay the Lord can do this, but he will 


nots faints would if they could, Te 
vo Anfi \--You.do not know but that he will do it; 


»when, Chui was, here on earth, and men were fick, 


»though their friends willed their good; yet I doubt 
not but Chrift was moit glorious, becaufe though they 
knew (not, that he would, yet they knew that. he 


might heal and pity, and if it were for his honour he 


would. 


_ 2. Pray. to him for it, and do it ; “ he will pour 
«< water on the thirfty, and give the Spirit and water 


Sof dlife to them that afk; do not think you feek 


et 


¥ 


in vain, efpecialiy if your cries arofe from a fick heart, 


, thatefuids thy dileafe; not torment only , it isnot thy . 


delight, you needa phyfcian, he will not heal you, 


Adify is 2pornyour tempers your food, &¢, Ifa man 
schath amin&to,a.thing, and another denies him, he 
¢awill not fee,lefs. beauty then, than he did-before ¢. if 


: 5 you have}a.mind, Chrift hath a mind_alfo. 


Jind Object. Bu‘ T do not feel the Lerd giving, me the Spia 
S wey oi yileins@is Boog pb. oF) Uy, .2198 ee 
vin Anpt Yet if, you, prize 1 and reach after dts. the 


Lord-hath done this for you... Siti 
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BE Cr re. ae 


Ufe 2. To all the fervants of the Lord, if ever 
re any good to any, O boat not of yourfelves, — 


ut carry the glory of it to the Lord Jefus, as he faid — 
the Lord doth good by me, but I know no reafon — 


why: So add alfo, but I wonder at the manner how 


a poor, weak, dead nothing, whofe unclean heart and er 


lips might have made others worfe, not better, as In- 
fection flicking to the beft Sarments, - Acts tii. 12, 13. 
“* Why ftand ye looking on us? be it known to you, 
*“ by the name of Jefus it is that which is done ;” 
when .Chrift was known to heal all difeafes, alt the 
country round about by this fame of him came to 


him, and fo he healed them; this will bring in cuf. 


tomers to Chrift; Some Chriftians are very forward 
to {peakto others, to let in fome new notion, or to con. 
vert, that they may make an Abfolam’s: pillar after. 


ward, and that they might report I-did this; fome 


take content in {peaking of converfion of others, that : 


did this. * Let your works praife you,” but let 
your tongue praife Chrift; it as the Lord that did 
this. If bread could {peak it would fay, it is not I 
that feed; and fire, not I that warm ; you can fj eak,, 
tell others fo 3 you would fain be accounted fomebo.’ 


dy, and therefore willidevife new gofpels, and mint 


new notions; not only Chrift may be pleafed, but . 


men may fay, this I received of fuch a one, that their 
names might be fpoken of, The thief takes the fheep 


SE Oe 


Oe 3. CY tien do not reft in this, 
ROW got to partake of the fellowfhip of God’s peo- 
ple ; I confefg next to fellow fhip with God, their fel. 
lofhip is beft and moft fweet, 1 Johni. 3.4. and no. 


| thing 


epherd carries it home to his 


that you have | 
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thing more powerful to preferve and keep God’s peo- 
_ ple from apoftacy than this; Gal. ii. 5. order and 
- {tedfaftnefs in faith are coupled; they that be planted 
in the courts of the Lord hhall flourifh here, nothing 
encreafing grace more, Gal. ii, #9. when many eyes 
_ to fee by, many hands to help work by: when a man 
finned, if one or two men only took up ftones to {tone 
the finner, it may be they might mifs, or the man 
live; but when there be many, it is ftrange if it doth 
not kill; fo out of fellowthip of the people of God, 
one may admonifh then another, and it may be he 
can fhift, but here there be many, &c. 2. Cor. ii. 

When a man’s life is going away in a {woon, if 
one or two be there prefent only, he may never reco- 
ver, but when one rubs, another chafes, another holds - 
him, another runs and fetches hot water for him, it is 
a hundred to one but he efcapes. But yet as the beft 
means if neglected or trufted to, will make men worle, 
as Capernaum was worfe for Chritt’s preaching, 
which they boalted of; fo the beft means, if not 


i 


trufted to, will make men better; as it is with fome 
extracts, and fpirits, they will make quick work one 
way or other. : 

1. If ever you fee or receive any good, look to 
the Lord in them, 1 Sam. x. 11, 12, who is their 
father. jo 

2: If ever you look to receive any, look to the 
Lord, that by them he may convey help and fuccour 


in his time, 
SE CT. AL 


ueft. HOW fball I get that good ? e 
oe 1. Feel Les nied op their fellowfhip, and 
their help, you: will then be getting good by every. 
example, every prayer, ! Cor. xii. “ the eye cannot 
“¢ fay to the hand [have no need of thee” O be not 
full; for God hath not made you fo full, but if you. 
‘be an eye, you need not the foot, &c, David knew 
gai X%2 ‘ more 
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_ more than -the Levites did, yet how did he long 


to fee God, and the goings of God in the fanau- 
ary ! 


money to others, yet he befeecheth them, “ O pray 
“ for me,’’ Rom. xv. 30, 31.” Do not fay only, I feel 
a need of facraments or miniftry, but I need the pray- 
ers, the counfel, the examples, the exhortation of the 
meaneft Chriftian. ; a: Z 
Secondly, Be fure you join yourfelves. to living 
Chriftians ; thatis, not only fuch as have grace, but 
fuch as are lively in the ufe and exercife of it for 
thofe God fandtifies, efpecially to communicate grace 
to you; if a living hand be knit to a dead arm, fure 
little good will it receive from it, Rom. is 12. a live. 
ly believing: Chriftian will comfort Paul, and an hum- 
ble Chriftian will humble. | 
This is the very reafon why Chriftians do noteet 


% 


good, becaufe their hearts are dead, and their fellow-- 


thip with God little; and hence others defpife them, - 
/ % 


and withdraw from them. 
Thirdly, Love them dearly; a man will never t 
good from any Chriftian that he defpifeth, or flight. 
eth ; as it 1s with a man, if his hand would have life 
from the head, fet it in his place, and let not it be 
tied outwardly, but united as a member, and then it 
receives it; and hence it. edifies itfelf in love: f 
by love ate men edified. onod NP 


- 


~ CHAP, 


S 


Paul did need the mutual comfort of Chriftians ; ace 
it was a ftrange thing in Paul when he was to carry 
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an 3s 


587! 


fen Ad. V.- SECT Ls 


it a0 pe : ; , . 
Of the plentiful difpenfing of Grace in the Gofpel Mini- 
vst f “ry. 
TOW follows fecondly, their counfel and advice 
a ‘¢ Go.to them that fell, and buy,”’ &c. ** ‘Them 
s¢ that fell,’? fome there be that make this an irony, 
or a plain mock of the foolifh virgins for their folly ; 
as. if. they fhould fay, you have lived like hypocrites 
hitherto'before the Lord among us, and deceived us’ 
and your own. fouls ; now you would have our grace 
to help you, no, get you gone to mafs-priefts, and par- 
don-fellers; and merit-mongers, and buy for your- 
felves, they have merit enough, &c. But this mean- 
ing, as it cannot be evinced neceflarily from the 
words, fo fuch an anfwer cannot ftand with that fad 
and’ gracious compaflionate {pirit which 1s in every 
holy virgin ;- for fuppofe God fhould break open the - 
conf{cience of any in thefe days, and they opening their ~ 
hearts to others, they fhould receive this anfwer [nay 
feeing you have neglected your feafon fo long, get 
you gone to mafs-priefts, let them help you; ] would 
any of common honefty in like manner mock ? much 
lefs a gracious heart ; no, butif any have a true fenfe 
of their mifery fo fleeping out at their feafon of grace, — 
their bowels will melt over them. ~ 
“ 'Thofe that fell’’] thefe are the minifters of the 
Lord Jefus. , 
For 1. It is manifeft it is not a mock. : 
And 2. Thofe that fell are not ordinary Ohrifti- 
ans; though they may and do convey the Spirit, yet 
not in this cafe fo powerfully ; and hence they do fend 
them from themfelves. 7 aie . 
3. They do fend ‘them to thofe means which do 
moft abundantly convey the Spirit; now the word 
and the Spirit are united, as fhall be proved ; the chief 
ae “ difpentfers .. 


6 


}é 
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gofpel. 


difpenfers’ of which word are the minifters of the ¢ 


4. Becaufe minifters are called fuch as fell, Prov. i 
xxii. 23. “ Buy the truth and fell it not; now 
where is the truth chiefly fold, but by the prime pubs 


lifhers of it? Mal. ii. 6, 7. ANot that the Holy Ghoit, 
is to be fold for money ; but to buy it there, as it is 
to be fold without'money, which calls all that thirft 


to come, Rev. iil. 18. not that they fhould fix their) 


eyes upon them, as upon the chiefs to convey it; for 
the Lord Jefus fells, and we are to buy of him; oa- 
ly thefe are fervants under him, and appointed as an 
ordinance of his for this end ; the apoftle conveys his 
miniftry, 2 Cor. ii. wit. fincerely and glorioufly, 

“* Buy for yourfelves’’] that is, feek for it there; 
though you lay out never fo much of your money, 
your time, and thoughts, and affections for it, and 
receive it there when it is offered upon, any terms, 
though you part with all you have,. that fo you may - 
make it your own, and fo have of your own, and fo - 
may with comfort meet the Lord; and this fuits 
with the cuftom of the faints, to fend them there 
_ Where they got theirs, | 


yee 


. die SoM OMT aialie 


Obferv. 3. ‘Trat the Spirit of grace is principal: 
ly and mott abundantly difpenfed in the miniftry of 
the gofpel by the minifters thereof; that is, they are 
thofe that fell; this is their bufinefs, and trade, and 
work, like the olive-tree to the candleftick, Zech. 
Vv. 5, 6. which take rooting in the courts of God to 
this end, to drop in their golden oil ; but ftill obferve 
‘Cie as fervants under the Lord Jefus, who gives 
what and when he will by them. BENS Ol 

You know the famous expreffions of the apoftle, 


~. How can they hear unlefs they have a preacher ??? - 


Rom. x. 14, A 


2 Cor. ili, 7. The gofpel is called ee The mininif: 


Nig aime! 2 ees eee Oe 


“tration “aes 
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\ 


‘4 A 
Utes 
ee a 8 


“TEN VIRGINS. 175 


_ © tration of the Spirit in the mouths of the apoftles 


*¢ and their fucceflors; by which it is made more 


‘« glorious than the law delivered im tables of ftone, 
« though lefs outward glory ; for we have it but in © 
“ earthen veflels.’” - ce 


' Gal. iii..2. “ By whom received you the Spirit ? 
'& by hearing of the law? no, but by the hearing of 


- faith ;”” thereby is the Spirit revealed and dif ° 


penfed. 


SECT. Il 


- Reafon }. JECAUSE they are fet apart principal- 
ly by the Lord for this end; for God’s feparation of 
any thing for an end, though the thing be unlike to 
bring that end about, yet by this it hath a firange 
power accompanying it; as the brazen ferpent, how 
comes it to heal? It was fet apart for that end, and 
fanétified of God ; and hence God fetting apart an 
ordinance, is prefent with his ordinance; as Aaron 
and his fons were fanétified for the fervice of the ta- 
bernacle: and this is done two ways. ! 

- Firft, By the church, according to the will of 
God, they are fet apart from all other employments, 
antefs thofe which other relations bind them to; that 
fo they may dedicate their time, their ftrength, their 
private ftudies, their felves, their prayers, and tears, 
and all for them; and this ought to be unlefs ne- 
ceflity compels, As vi. 4. The difciples would give 
themfelves to the word and prayer, and would not 


be cumbered about the deacon’s office, and fo their 


 fometimes may not fet a man apart, yet the Lord 
| | 


ftudies, and fo their Paul exhorts Timothy to give. 
himfelf to reading, to think on thefe things, 1 Tim. 
iv.93, 25. a OS 

Secondly, By the Lord himfelf, Gal. i. 15, 16. 
What is true of God feparating Paul to an extraor- 
dinary, is true in a meafure of all hic fervants fet a- 
part for ordinary work, Mal. ii. 7. For the church 


may. 
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may and doth; and hence (by thefe fometimtes Fo: 
fends to calla church before there is a-church to. 
call) and how is,fuch a one fet apart? not as an or- 


dinary Chriftian, but as an extraordinary ambaflador, _ 
‘ . ag it werein the room of the Lord Jefus himfelf; for 


Chrift being mediator of his church, two things are 
required to make peace. 1. To fpeak to God for 
~us. 2. To fpeak from God to us: The firft he doth — 
by his interceflion. But we hear not from him? — 
Yes; for he fets thefe in his room, and by them he © 
fpeaks as mediator to our ears and hearts, 2' Cor. v. 
20. fo that if Chrilt was here prefent to fpeak, we 
would look for the Spirit by him and his-miniftry : 
Now all meflengers of the Lord Jefus are in the room 
of the Lord Jefus, &c. Nay, if Chrift was here, the 
Spirit would not come but by this means; and hence 
Chrift converts not fo many as the apoftles by their 
miniftry within Judea. wae § 

, Reafon 2. Becaufe the Lord hath furnithed them 
with {pecial abilities to difpenfe the grace of Chrift 
for the church’s fake ; 2 Cor. iil. 6. ** Chrift. afcend- 
“‘ ed on high to give gifts for edifying the body ;” 
if aman fhould have an apprentice {et apart to fell, 
but his fhop is not furnifhed, how could he then fell, 
. and how fhould men in wifdom expe& to buy? I will 
not fpeak of what is required to make men able ;- 
Chrilt not only as a free agent fets them apart, but ~ 


~- as a wife agent furnifheth them with abilities for that 


end. There mutt be that knowledge which may - 
make the man of God wife to falvation from the 
{criptures, which cannot be without knowledge of — 
_tongues and arts in fome competency and ftudy about 
both. Abas 3 nt 

1 They cannot think a thought; Chrift furnifh- 
eth them with thonghts; the minifter knows not 
what to fay, yet his thoughts are from him. 


2. They cannot fpeak; hence Ephef. vi. 19. the 7 
Lord opens their mouth ; Ezekiel muft bedymb for 


a time. i: a 
3. Have fy 
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3. Have they therefore any knowledge of the my- 


-fteries of Chrift? It is to teach the church, 2 Cor. iv. 


5, 6. all their gifts and fpiritual abilities, though 
pever fo great, and peculiarly fanétified, but it is for 
them, 2 Cor. i. 4, 5. (and though it is true, there is 
in other Chriftians Chriftian abilities to help and com- 
fort others, yet not minifterial in every Chriftian (the 
- whole body is not an eye) nor which hath a fpecial 


prefence of the Spirit of ‘God in it and with it) which » 


they fhould never have received but for the neceflities 
of fome in the church; there is good to be had by 
_ watering-pots, when grafs and herbs are dying ; but 
yet fometimes the rain falls, and that hath a peculiar 
Virtue in it, as being fitted for that end; and hence 


minifters are compared to clouds; and hence men 
will pray efpecially when many clouds are, the Lord 


rant thefe bottles may drop; fe hither you are to 
look ; difh-milk and flit-milk may convey fome nour- 
ifhment, but breaft-milk hath fpirit going with it ; 
good books may be bleft, but there is not that {pirit 
in them as in lively difpenfations of the gofpel by mi- 
nifters themfelves. 
Reafin 3. Becaufe the Lord hath given them hearts 
enlarged to difpenfe the gofpel, that fo the Spirit may 
‘be conveyed, ‘* we preach not ourfelves, but the Lord 
“« Jefus, and ourfelves your fervants,” &c. 2 Cor. iv. 
, Theft. ii. 8. If one be appointed and furnifhed 
but hath no mind to fell, they have other trades to fol- 
low, little help is to be expected there; take a mini- 
fter of large abilities, if once he comes to have fome o- 
ther penny in his eye, befidesthefouls ofpeople, feldom 


fhall it be feen that the Lord is prefent there ; fatan 
doth not caft out fatan, neither is his kingdom divid-- 


ed; when Peter Gfheth for himfelf, all night he 
catcheth nothing, but when the Lord comes, and for 
his fake he cafts out the net, then the net is full; and 
for to be a means to convey the {pirit to any 5 it is 
their life; as in others, when gain comes 1n, they 
could not live without it; “ Now we live, faith Paul, 

Ce, | dense! 


a) 
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‘if you ftand,” 1 Theff. iii. 8. This is their glory, 

“¢ You are our joy and glory.” 1 Theff. ii. 20. this — 
is their gain though it be by lofs of all; life is not 
dear to finifh their miniftry, “ I fuffer all things for - 
“ the elect’s fake,’’ they ate willing to fpend and to ; 
be fpent, 2 Cor. xii. 15 Paul witheth himfelf anathe- 
ma, amor divinus eh ex/taticus, it carries out of felfy 
Rom. ix. 1, 2, 3. though it is true the miniftry was 
not bleft to all, yet the eleGtion obtained it, Rom. xi. 
7. hencé-the miniftry is from men, not angels, that 
there might be the more pity, and fo the more help, 
Heb. iv. 2. ~ Fernie 


S.E-O:k, «AVE 


2. BUT why by the miniftry of the eofpel?. 
“Reafin i. Becaule the “ law cannot give life,’ 
Gal. ii. 21. Now the Lord cannot make him that 
hath finned not to have finned, that would be a con- 
tradition; ‘‘ and he that hath finned muft die ;’’ 
and hence there is no poffibility for the Spirit to give 
life here ; hence the Spirit takes another inftrument, 
the gofpel can perfuade to believe, and bring to Chrift, 

where life is feated. a th 

Reafon 2. Becaufe there is more of Chrift’s blood 
here, and hence more Spirit ; for they are all.one to 
be cleanfed with blood and Spirit ; for the Lord Jefus 
did not by his blood purchafe the unfealing of the 
daw; but the gofpel is a fecret, and not known but by 
this means ; it is the new teftament which arifeth from 
the death ‘of the teftator; to Have the news of the 
golpel printed, it is by means of Chrift’s blood ; but 
_ to have men fent to open it, there is more of his blood 

therein ; and hence more Spirit. © Rr Je 
Reafon 3. Becaufe there is more of Chrift’s love in 
the gofpel; and where moft of his love goes, there . 
his Spirit goes mofts it is love to make us know the 
Jaw, though it be a hand-writing again{t us; but now 
(when we fee death) to bring the gofpel, and therein. 
- to 
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to intreat and wait, there is great love; and hence it 
is called the miniftry of reconciliation. O it is infi- - 
nite pity to offer to take a dead carrion up under his 
wings ; here longs for the falvation of a finner molt : 
if we were fallen angels, he would never fend the mi- 
niftry of the gofpel to us; but fo it is now, that.he 
‘hath taken the feed of Abraham. ~ proms oN 


Sab ee Fave 


Ufe v. Or inftruction. ‘1. Hence we may fee the” 
glory of-the gofpel, in that it is the miniltry of the 
Spirit of God; this the apoftle profefleth it exceeds 
in glory; glorious light it {catters, ‘that which hath. 
<< been hid from the wife; nay from prophets, and A-_ 
« braham who’ defired to fee this day, and faw it 
‘¢ but afar off; hence it is called marvellous light,” 
which brings the foul to the light of that bleffed face 
- of Jefus, and his glorious love, which never fhall be 
founded to the bottom of it, which damps the glory 
of all other things ; and although many great.and wife 
defpife it, yet if they did know they would not defpife ~. 
the Lord of glory, nor crucify him ; but their eyes 
{hall never fee thofe glorious confolations and comforts 
promifed to the people of God; “ I will fend the Com- 
“forter,”” faith Chrift, ‘‘ which never can be taken. 
“« away” from believers, which ig midi of all milery 
comforts; it is a great mercy when a man’ fees his fin, 
elfe he would never feck for remedy; but the law 
‘cannot do any thing but arreft, and imprifon ; it cans 

not! get fin removed; yet the gofpel can fet at liberty, 

‘¢ which preaches deliverance to prifoners ; John vill. 

22. “You fhall know the truth, and that (hall make 
“vou free. I can through Chrift,” &c. Phil. iv. 13.) Ie} 

is a marvellous mercy to tremble before God, and fee, 

and know; and be affected with God’s wrath ; but yet. 

if this be all, the heart will fink and ‘fly from 

God; now the gofpel reveals Chrift, and fo John 
x, 16. “ his fheep hear and follow him;”? and 

: | Lee Seti Ses the 
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the gofpel comes to hell with the Spirit, to 2 poor fin- 
ner when he is blind, captive, broken, mourning, ne- 
ver fo miferable ; now the gofpel penetrates thus low, 
and brings the Spirit'with it; it makes the foul not 
only to fee Chrift, but gives it him, and now it is fafe. 
O' (beloved!) if the Spirit be glorious, ‘then is the 
gofpel glorious ; if the miniflry of men could bring 
in, and draw with them the. princes of this world, 
and all their wealth to ferve you, angels and their 
miniflry, nay, bring Chrift himfelf bodily to you, 
how glorious were this? but what is this to bring the _ 
Spirit into a {lye, into thy foul! O therefore take heed 

of a light efteem of the gofpel, as thofe’ Matth xxii. 
Le which were fhut out: men muft fpeak fomething ; 
take heed you that have once efteemed it, of account- 
ing it a common thing (it is next to the unpardonable 
fin) of accounting the gofpel, minifters, truths, jufti- 
fication by faith, &c. common things; but fee them 
glorious; the greateft’ glory that ever’ was in the 
world, cid once lie hid under the meaneft outfide, 


_ viz. Jefus Chrift, and yet the apoftles beheld his glo- 


ry; lo the gofpel is moft glorious now, as being his 
glafs, and this notwithftanding is moft mean im the 
account of many; Paul is in the eyes of the Co- 
rinthian doctors a mean man, his’ prefence was 
contemptible, ‘his words mean alfo ;° men defpifed 
them. 


Secondly, Hence fee what caufe they have to fit, 


and‘ go°home ‘to their houfes lamenting, that never 


Bot 


found the ‘Spirit conveyed by the miniftry of the gof- 


pel in life and power. Lam. i. 16, “ O the Comfort- 


~*~ 


** er that fhould refrefh’my foul is far from me ;”? if 
there be any hope of help, it is by the Spirit; and if 
the’ Spirit, it is by the miniftry where the gofpel is 
publithed ‘and the Spirit conveyed: O thinks many a 
“one in’ himfelf} I find no fuch good! thus long have 
I heard, and'thus oft'do I hear, but I come, and go 
“away as I ‘came, my’ héart' never fhaken, my foul never 


, broken, my fpirit never humbled, nor comforted, &c, 


and 
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and therefore what care I for minifters or gofpel? it 
is true, it is hid, 2 Cor. iv. 3. but then itis ‘* from 
“‘ them that be loft”? only, whom fatan hath blind- 
ed; it may be the laft medicine is now ufing 5. as it 


is with many that have the laft remedy applied, when 


they be fick to death ; truly fo.itus here. ¢ ,.tod4° 

Heb. vi. 8. ‘¢ The tree or ground that brings forth 

“* briers, is nigh to curfing,” the condition is fad, as 

it is there expreft, ‘¢ it fhall never fee good when 

“© good comes” Jer. xvii. 6. O it was a fad complaint 

of Saul, “0, the Lord anfwers-me not »? and of the 

people of God, “we {ee no vifion;”’ but you have none, 

and lament it not; if men in the old law did not meet 

with the Lord in their tent doors, it was no wonder, 

-it-was not ufual fo to\do; but when at the tabernacle, 
if they meet not there with. him, it was fad then; fo 
here ; if you meet not the Lord there where he dwells, 

it is ftrange; not but that faints may find the Lord 

abfent, but I {peak to them that find it not, and mourn 

not for it; others thall rejoice when 

the abfence of the Lord. | | 

(SEH Ti6 NI 
Ufe. 2+ OFr confutation of thofe that think there 
‘5 not that neceflity of the miniltry to convey the 
Spirit 5, i : 

But firft, Think good books may do the deed, and 
hence can profit as much at home as thereby ; but 
thefe virgins are not directed to books, but perfons 


- (though there is a good ule of books alfo) books are 


but a carcafe of the living word. ee 
. Secondly, They that would haye it by. immediate 
revelation, by elevations of the foul to God, a fami- 
litical principle collected from the apocrypha, {pe- 
.culations of devout ‘monks, received in, Germany 
whem, the, gofpel was preached to overthrow it, and 
wentertained by. the «deceitful experiences of fome (as 

jai Londons; &c,) the, that was converted by dreams, 


DiS &Ge 


- 


they, mourn, for — 
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&c. indeed we are to look for the Spirit; but to look 
for it without the word is vile; if the apoftles were 
living, thefe would overthrow their doctrine. 

‘Oued. What can man do? (fay many) you mutt 
look for the living voice of Chrift; the-word is but 
a dead letter, and will only make you a Jew. in let-.- 
BES ci on 
_ Anf. If indeed we had only fouls, and no bodies,* 
then we might lay afide our bibles ; but feeing it. is. 
not fo, look to the word taus.difpenfed; hence the 
Lord -faith, «‘ Hear, and your fouls.fhall live ;” thefe 
fay, Hear not, &c. ) = ; 
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Ufe..3. OF terror to all them that oppofe the mi. 
niltry of the Lord Jefus, and refift at; the Holy 
Ghoft being in it, you refit the Holy. Ghoft 
himfelf, and that not only where he is dropt, 
but moft abundantly poured out, A@s.viie 51, 52. 
How did they refift the Holy Ghoft? they did but 
refift men ; no, it was the Holy Ghoft there, for fo he 
{pake thofe words, and the Spirit had fome opera-~ 
tion upon their hearts by thofe words, Zech. vii. 12. 

'  Shebe 1x0. go. 

Sometimes the Spirit puts forth its prerogative 
power; then it is not overcome; fometimes words 
without power, and then men refilt and overcome 16; 
(for that is the meaning, becaufe all men refiit, more 
or lefs) and this is enmity again{t the Spirit, Acts 
V, 9.“ Fighters againft God,’ which-is'a moft fad 
and heavy evil, for to be left to that evil to.cvercome 
the Comforter himfelf ; as he faid, < dt is not enough 
“ to grieve man, but you muft grieve my God al« 
*S fo. 0 alfa. shh 435 : roa 


Sr ene 
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 Queft. BUT who doth refit thus? | 
Anf. 1. Some do it by filencing and perfecuting 
of the miniftry of the Spirit, which is moft grievous : 
When Amos preached again{ft Bethel, up’ fteps A- 
maziah the prieft of Bethel, Amos vii. 10. and firft 
makes complaint of him to the king; firft, that he 
was faétious and confpired againft the king: And fe- 
condly, that the land was not able to bear his words ; 
that he troubled the country and kingdom with his 
doGrine, viz. That we fhall all die if we receive not 
his doétrine ;- and hence he commands him to depart 
and flee from thence, and prophefy no more there ; 
but you fee what he anfwers, “« I was a herdiman, 
“‘ and the Lord called me ;” think not that you op-_ 
pofe a private fpirit, but the Lord’s that called me; 
and hence fee becaufe he did but fay fo, what his fen- 
tence is, upon his wife, children, himfelf, and upon 
all Ifrael: Are there not many Amaziahs in thefe 
days ? do they not take the fame courfe? is not the 
fame fpirit working againft the Spirit of God now? 
what will their end be? Let a man be never fo peace- 
able in his place, blefled in his work, if he doth but 
reach Bethel, nay, if only the judgments of them, 
the altars there, and idols there ; Amos may prophe-— 
fy in another land, but no more there ; but what will ~ 
be the end of this ? fee verfe 17. it is a fad fpeech, t 
Thefl. ii. 16. ‘¢ Forbidding ts to preach to the Gen- 
¢ tiles that they may be faved ; for the wrath of God » 
“ig come upon them to the utmoft :”? You know 
the Jews railed up perfecution againft them wherever 
they came, but ‘* wrath is upon them for it even to 
« the uemoft;’? why, look as it is in hell, to refift 
the gofpel one’s felf is heavy 5 but when in hell there | 
they with that no others might receive it, or that it 
might not be preached to any other, that none might 
ever know the Lord: So itis here, itis greater wrath 
, to 


J 
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to oppofe God in hell, than to be opppofed of God,” | 
and the. firft they are come to: O but they garnifh | ‘ 
the fepulchres of the prophets, and beautify their 
temples, and if they had lived in the days of the pro- 
-phets they would never oppofethem. | — ie 

Object. But thefe are other kinds of hot-fpurs and 
novices? | my Po 

Anf: Mat. xxiii, 30, 35. ‘¢ You fhall have fcribes 
‘© and wife men, and you fhall kill them, that upon 
© you may come all the blood that ever was fpilt ;’” 
and blood they muft have who are the open perfecu- 
tors of the prophets and faints of God firft or lait ; — 
certainly God is remembering the tears and troubles 
‘of his banifhed diftreffed feers. te i, 
~ "2, Some others by reviling and reproaching of the 
‘miniftry; for fatan in the hearts of the wicked, if 
he cannot hurt it with his teeth, he will feek to de- 
{troy it by his tongue: how was Paul cenfured by a 
company of proud Corinthians, that when they had 
nothing againft him almoft, yet they cenfure him for 
his manner of {peaking and carriage! 2 Cor. x: 10. 
His letters are mighty, but his prefence bafe; how 
was John, though for a time flocked. after! and 
Chrift Jefus himfelf was thus evilly reputed ; this 
was that which brought the total ruin of the Jews, 
mocking at the meflengers of God, 2 Chron. w/t. 16. 
When Paul had perfuaded Sergius Paulus, and Ely- 
mas gainfaid, faith, Paul, Adts xiii. ro. ** O full 
“‘ of fubtilty, and child of the devil, enemy to all 
“¢ righteoufnefs (why to all? becaufe all grace comes 

to be wrought here by the word) thou fhalt be 
‘¢ blind.” | : 

How have the meflengers and minifters in this 
country been trampled upon by fome, who though 
they have not yet been able to reach them by their 
power, yet by vile reproaches fo purfuing moft of 
them, that one would ftand and wonder at the blind- 

_nefs and boldnefs,-not of moral men, but church. - 
members and profeffors, and at the wrath of God 
upon 


! 
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-ypon them, that ever they fhould be left to be fcorn- 
ers.of them, of whom the confciences of the. vile& 
cannot but fometime fay, “ Verily God is -with you vr 
Yea, grace itfelf hath been, pretended to be the wea- 
pon, by which she minifters of the gofpel of Chrilt | 
have been fought againit.; and indeed the vileft opt- 

~ nions ufually have been fheltered under “grace ; that . 

- Jnath been the ,king’s colours, which. the enemies of 
the kingdom. of Crit have lifted up to deceive ; for 
in _placesof. profedlion, not, merit and works, ‘old 
fhoes, &c, but grace and Chrift, Mat. xxiv. 24. are. 
Tost At MOmERMN Cr seslelndilMinig sagged ak ses Rett 
And hence if minifters have perfuaded mentobe- ° 
lieve, and receive the gofpel, what can we do, (fay 
many ?). God muit_ do all; if evidences and figns of 
a good eftate be called for out of the word; itis a 
way of works, almoft flat popery.in their books: If 
sminifters have had the ,Spirit burning within them, 
feeing, people led from the truth, and fo {peak againft eee: 

- them that deceive them,, it is paflion and bitternefs ; es, 
if they have fought to keep the hearts of God’s peo- 

pple clofe one to another,. the ftrong man then keeps 
the palace : What fhould Iname all: en ae 

©  Queft. But for what. is it, that they are thus Jcanda- 

tized ¢ ‘ wets hs 2 us 

Anfor., For preaching..that, we are juflified by 

faith, and, that faith is required to the entertainment 

‘of Chrift as.a condition of the golpel 5 here is not 


«2, For.preaching that fanétification is an, evidence 
“sof juftification 5. and though, it. be granted the Lord 
> 
»fome, tovtee mylelt juitified. by faith,,,, Uf the word 

did reveal a fegond juftification by faith,. 

: y i ce 

lmight beawithim fight, af faith, because.th are’ is,lome 
-oword whichiemcals our, being jultihed. withons th,Pu" 
aii e 
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the word reveals all our juftification to be by faith; 
and thus for preaching the gofpel of Chrift have the 
fervant of the Lord been reptoached. And though | 
. they kept it in, yet how many aré there whofe hearts — 
go after thefe deteftable things ! 2 a SI ae 

3. Some refift the Spirit by defpifing inwardly, 
and fo calting off-the word of the Lord, Heb. ii. 2, 3 
3. “ If we negle& of flight fo great falvation 5” and — 
when was the gofpel tore flighted by many ? every 
thing we fay is deat but gofpel; which fhould make 
us mourn that ever it fhould be faid to’ this country, 
you defpife the Spirit of God 3 a man of greatnefs 
fuffers by nothing fo much ag by contempt ; fo it is 
with the Spirit of Grace; and it isa thoufand to one 
but that there will be fothething to make them defpife 
at laft the Lord himfelf: But the word comes thus 
to be defpifed and caft of, ’ Re aks AS 


BS BoGA Tas peotvaliak bea coe 


Firt, PARTLY by the fate report of others, ag 

if they were factious difturbers of peace, men under 
a covenant of works, &c. It ig the Jefuits policy to 
raife up lies ;, and though all will not believe them, 
yet fome will ftick. 
Secondly, Partly by covetoufnels 3 the glory of, 
the things of this world ig greater than the glory of 
the gofpel ; tell them of living by faith and promifes, 
they deride you in their hearts ; tell them of a king- 
dom, and the excellency of holinefs, they flight them; — 
to be fo rich and honoured, it is glorious indeed, 
Luke xvi. 14. The Pharifees feorned him becaufe 
they were covetous, » any cane 
Thirdly, Sometimes becaufe minifers and miniftry 
are bills of charges toa congregation, and are too 
coftly inhabitants aOWS HEME THEY ORS ie rete 
' Fourthly, Partly becaufé of ignorance of thé truth; 
_ why was Paul’s miniftry foolifhnefs? it was 4 mytfte- 
| ty} fo many come and undetitand not the truths 
preached ; 
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preached ; they be too high points for them to con- 
ceive of ; let truth be never fo precious, they efteem 
it not, becaufe they know it not. 

Fifthly, Partly becaufe they have known all that . | 
our minifters do preach before, which is now like 
flowers and rofes withering, which were flourifhing 
heretofore; Capernaum defpifeth that which Sodom 
would not, and Tyre and Sidon would have repent- 
ed at; and fay, Vhey can do as well themfelves as’ 
this, and better... . 


~Sixthly, Partly, becaufe minifters are fo long at it’; 
and that may be delivered in one hour which is {tood 
upon an hour and a half, and they wonder: men 
preach fo little, and yet fo long;, which argues con | 
tempt, and that every truth, is, not precious. Men: 
cry not out of men when they are telling money to” 
them many hours; and yet this is more precious 5 
Eutychus grows fleepy, thank Paul for preaching fo 
long ; and falls down, thank long fermons for that< 
‘This is the finful language of fome, | 
“ Seventhly, Becaufe they cannot profit by them; 
hence when they fhould mourn fer themfelves they 
defpife the truth of the Lord, Mic. ii. 7. “Are not 
«* my, words good to him that walks uprightly.”” 
Eighthly, Becaufe fome have weaker gifts than o- 
thers: And thus I fay, the miniltry of the Lord and 
his Spirit is defpifed, Mat. xviii. 8. “* Take heed you 
«< delpife not little ones, for angels behold them :’” 
O what is it then to defpife the Spirit himfelf ?) And 
thus I fay the Spirit of God is refilted; go home 
therefore and mourn and confider, 1. The time is al- 
ready fet; ‘the Spirit will not always flrive ;” and 
time may come that it will go from you, and never 
return to you more. 2. Fire will come out of their 
mouths, Rey, xi.,§,. 3- [he miniltry fhall be taken 
fram you and your children, Acts xiii. 46. 4: The 
Spirit itfelf thall torment you, La, Ixiit, 16. 


Bee a ean bartee Re ine oly ane. CT. 


/ 


3 


138 “ON THE PARABLE OF THE 
SRT 2 


Of Exhortation.. © therefore if ever you would 
have the Spirit difpenfed to you, wait here upon the 
miniftry of the gofpel for it; meglect not’ private © 
helps, books and meditations, &c. but know, if ever 
you have it difpenfed, here it is chiefly to be had; | 
buy at this fhop. 2 ee 

~ Do you not find parched, dried up hearts? the Spi- 
rit of God is gone from men; and this verily is the 
caufe of it? what confolations, what peace, what 
glory from the Spirit of all comfort, of peace and 
glory might men have, but for this? 2188 
Obj, But I may never get this Spirit ? © ree 
_ Anf. Yes, ‘© Hear and your fouls fhall live,’’, Ifa. 
ly. 3. (for to reprobates the Lord never gives an ear) - 
what a comfort is this ? you cannot help yourtelves _ 
to look to Chrift; hear him then when he is come 
to thee, Rom. xi. 7, 8. he hath given them ‘ears not 
to hear ; and ufually the firft work of the Spirit in 
the foul is to give an ear; the Lord awakens that to 
liften, that never regarded any thing before; and 
then fomething enters firft or laft. | . 


SBOE thou Gigs s | 


Queft. HOW fhall Lfo hear as to receive the Spirit 2 

Anf. 1. Get a deep fenfe of your wants particular- 

ly and diflinétly before you come; if a man comes 

to the market, and knows not what his family wants, 
he will never come and buy of them: that fell ; a poor » 
man if he comes into a rich fhop, hath a mind to 
buy all the commodities-he fees if he had money ; 
,, but if it may be had without money he will take them 
gladly: Mat. xi. *¢ The poor receive the gofpel ;” I 
am perfuaded that this is the great caufe why fearce 
,. any buy,here; they know not their need of “every 
truth; hence Ia. l. 5. “He hath given me the 
‘ 66 tongue 
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« tongue of the learned to preach a word in feafon 
6 to the weary 3’’-the Lord will do it in feafon, when 
the heart is weary of its own deceit and ignorance, 
and all carnal contests, and bleflings, and fins, now 
the Lord Jefus muft {pcak at laft; let a. people be. 
more weary of outward miferies than of inward, 
they will not regard Mofes by reafon of anguith of 
«¢ {pirit 5”? this keeps off many a man; either he 
feels only outward miferies ; his mind is broken with: 
cares, how {hall Llive? with lofles and crofles, fa- 
mily is fick, cattle die, fervants are untoward and 
- unfaithful; «his drink is turned to water, and the 
Englith flower is gone ; his friends refpect him not, 
his acquaintance grow ftrange ; ‘thefe things lie more 

heavy than fin, Teta Swe | 
(2. Pray before you come ; for as it is in men that 
trade, their fervants are ready to let out their com- 
modities, but-afk the mafter firft whether he will fell 
them or no to you; foafk the Lord firft- Minifters 
are but fervants under the Lord, it is not as they 
will, but as the Lord will difpenfe, Mat. xi. 25. * I 
_ « thank thee that thou haft bid thefe things from the 
_«¢ wife and prudent,” though Chrift himfelf preach- 
ed: O therefore look up to the the Lord ; O Lord 
let not thy gofpel be a hidden thing from mine eyes. 
1am perfuaded you fhould fee ftrange things, and: 
row up more and more if ‘thus you did: When 
Chrift told them that the Spirit {hould come, he bids 
them: wait for it, «“* and they continued inftant. in 
« prayer, Acts i, 4%. and then the Spirit of God 
4 came upon them,” though extraordinarily, yet here 
~ ordinarily 5, Pfal. i. “© Lord caufe me to hear the — 
“ee yoice of joy and gladnefs, that the bones which 
«© thou haft broken may rejoice ;”” and hence the 
Lord complains, Ha. 1. 3. Why, when 1 came, 
“< was there no ‘nterceflor 2?” as if he fhould fay, he : 
would have given them help elle 5 © therefore before 
/ you come, and,when you come, pray, Lord {peak 5 
he i pray 
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pray all the week long that there may be fome Sab- 
bath mercies for you. 3 
_ 3 Give the Lord the price of his gofpel; men 
that come to buy muft give the price, Zech. xi. EG. 
And God will not let you have anything without 
price ; give away all thou haft (when thou comeft to 
hear) to the Lord, let him pluck or take any thing 
from thee, only let him not take away himfelf, and 
his Spirit 5. prize the feaft truth aboye all the world, 
as indeed it is better, the Lord: may elfe deny thefe 
peatls to you, Heb. iv..2. The word did’ not pro- 
** fit, becaufe not mixt with faith;'?: and what is’ the® 
property of that? vide 1 Pet. di. 5,16. Fo'him that 
** believes the Lord is precious, the Spirit is fent, © 
© John xiv. 17. whom the world cannot receive, be- 
** caule they know him not.” QO heis not fweet nor 
precious to them, 28g yD ANTS 
Three things are here to be laid out and given to: 
God at the hearing of the word: Bah AB TD 
1, Thy thoughts ; let a man have never fo much — 
‘meat, if he feed not upon it, never will he have fpi- 
rits thereby:; therefore while hearing-time lafts, be 
taken up with thofe things you hear; be in them, ” 
** that your profiting may appear to all ;”? you know 
not fo much, but that there is more yet to be known, ~ 
2 ‘Phy heart; loveit; Chrift’s love was fo great 
as ta fhed his blood, that he might purchafe this 
word of his gofpel for thee; and wilt not thou let thy 
love-out of thy heart to it when it is for thee 2." yh 
3- Labour; labour for the Spirit here 5 -§ as for 
**the meat that endures for ever,” John vi. 27. Chrift / 
will give it you, {pare no pains and labour upon it, _ 
to enjoy, and be eternally advantaged by if. " 
Thus much of this. fecond thing, inthis fecond 
part of the parable, now the third follows, viz. The 
coming of Chrift himfelf,.. 7 ‘ . 
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CHAP. XV SECT. £ 
Concerning Cheip’s Coming. 


&, | OW this coming of ‘Chrift is fet forth atid aim 
plified from two things. SS aidne 
1. From the time of his coming ; whilé the fooliffy 
went to buy, he came. af di 
2. From his different entertainment of the Virgins; 
and catriage towardsthem being come. , 
— Firft, The wife they went in with him to the mats. 
fiagé. | stiqe.< iy 
Secondly, The foolifh were fhut out, &c. Ss 
By this coming of the Lord is (as hath been oft 
faid) meant the comipg of Chrift to death or judg 
ment; but efpecially and principally his coming to 
judgment, as may appear by the whole feries of this 
“chapter and the next, wherein the Lord anfwers te 
the fecond queftion of the difciples, viz. the figns” 
and time of his coming, i. ¢. his fecond coming; 
which is called his coming to judge the world, &c. 
Ob/. 2. That there is and fhall certainly be a {e- 
-é@ond coming of Chrift to judgment. ~ 
This truth. the prophets have foretold, Enoch, 
Jude xiv, Soloinon, Ecclef. xii. wt. Rom. xiv. 11. 
with Ifa. xliv. 23. The apoftles have preached thus, 
4s 2 Cor. v. 10. and that it was ever in their eye, and 
the main part of their miniftry when they prefied 
people to believe in Chrift as a King ; where is he? . . 
He fhall come, they tell the unbelieving world 5 an-'” 
gels alfo have publifhed this, Acts i. 11. and devils 
believe this, who aré in their chains bound over to — 
that day; and all the faints have looked for this, 1°" 
Theff. i. ait. and hence promifes of mercy at that’ 
time are made to fuch, Heb. ix. wit. And laftly, the 
confeiencés of many wicked people have confelled 
this; Paul preacheth of judgment to come, and Fe- 
lix trembles; and Heb. vi. §. divers felt the sae 
0 
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of the world to come, and by judgments’ on ib 


have been made to” ‘know that hei Is. the Lord. ~ ni . 
re; E Ao x. Bi Ee PTH LTS Jeet 
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"elt. I. BU: OT duhen foall aie Lord. Sofas ¢ come? * 

_Anf. In general when ‘all the ele& are gathered une 
der the wings of Chrift; hence Mat. xxiv.'22. “For re 
“the eleét’s fake thofe days thall be fhortened ye an’ 
utter ruin of all had then come but for them '$ sartd! 
hence in’ particular judgments the Tord’ doth thas 3! 
only a few elect keep a whole land from being waft" 

ed, Ifa. vi. wit. 1 Cor. xv..23, 24. Firft Chrift is 

quickened, i. e. in foul and body Paifed, then thofe 
that.are Chrilt’s at his coming, . and. ae comes He 
end; and hence the tares are {par ed ‘in, pulling 
up. iota the wheat alfo be phiftked u 

Now‘as for fetting down the partic ter time, the” 
Lord Jefus doth it not in* this chapters only ‘ives! 
‘fome figns of it, by which we may give Certain ces’ 
dit, that. it is not far off (as of the death ‘of a crazy 
man), and there are two that are not yet" accomplifh-" 
ed. pe 

‘1, The deftroying of antichrift, at leaft in the’ rin. 
cipal power of it, and throne of it, geo ZEA 
se Bac ab tle calling of the Jews, Rom: xi. who muft’ 
| have ; a great day of it again; which ‘dry bohes' hall? | 
live; y and their reftoring a kind” of refurre€tion and — 
life from the dead : Some have thought. two thoufand: a 
years before the law, and under the law, and ‘under © 
Chrift ; and then when thefe thefe fix days ‘ofa a thou: 
fand } ears a piece, are ended, comes ‘the | great s Sab” 
bath ; this is already proved to be falfe in t ‘fecond ® 
two “thoufand, years. In the primitive ™ _times sand 
churches, the apottles,. efpecially ly, James. ‘and’ Peter, © 
- fpake of the end ofall things: to ) be at hand, wh veri ae 
ting to the catered Jews had go od reafon’ to cele 
: them of it, ‘viz. the end of the. temple. rh ough’ Ba 
| Fonius.to weaken the” ey of fetiptus A Cth st 
they 
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they fpake only their own apprehenfions; divers 
Chriftians thought then iz was nigh, and hence Paul 
intreats them to beware of thofe thoughts, feeing 
much danger in them, 2 Theff. ii. 1, 2. And in fuc. 
ceeding ages, Tertullian expreffeth the affection of 
the Chriftians to the Roman ftate, that they fought 
not the ruin of it, but prayed pro mora finis, as tear-~ 
ing it was then coming upon the-world for fin; and 
fo many faints feeing wickednefs adound, havethou ght 
that time is not far off ; but yet the times and feafons 
are not in our hands to know, Acts i. 7. and that 
-muft quiet us, that come he will. 


Bene ri, 


Queft, 2. WHERE will he come to judge? 

* Anf. Into this vifible world again 5 tor if it fhould 
be in heaven, as no unclean thing fhall come there, 
fo we fhould then rather come to Chrift to be judged, 
than for him to come fo judgment: No, there is a 
fecond coming ; that as his firft was into this vilible 
world, fo fhall his fecond, Acts iii. 21. “ Whom 
<< the heavens muft contain until the reftitution of 
* all things ;”? and then fhall he break out of hea- 
ven again for this work ; now to what particular 
place tn the world he fhall come to judge is difputed 
on by many, efpecially fome of the fchoolmen : - 
Some think that it fhall be in Mount Calvary, where - 
he was crucified ; fome in Mount Olivet, where he 
afcended; others in the valley of Jehofaphat, Joel 
+7. 9, which as it cannot contain all people that ever. 
were; fo the place only fpeaks of the terror of God | 
againft the enemies of his feattered Jews at their con; | 
yerfion; 1 would not be wife above what is written, — 
all that E read moit plainly of, is, 1 Thefk: v.175.2 
18. “ That then we fhall meet the Lord in the air ;”” — 
now how high, or where the Lord’s throne fhall be © 
fet, thofe things are not for us to enquire after, but i 
fo the Lord will order it, as that all nations, ‘* all 
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<< the dead, {mall and gréat, fhall ftand before him,” 
and {ée him in one place ; which fhall not be very - 
low ; where men have finned, there they fhall be judg- 
ed; and hence as judges have their circuits ; fo men 
having finned in this world, fhall be judged here. — 


Gee Tee We. 
es 


\ 


Queft. HOW will he come to judge? oe 


Arf. © He thall come in power and great glory,” 
Mat. xxiv. 30. As firft, the glory of the Father, 
Mat. xvi. 27. ‘“ the brightnefs of his Deity, his infi- 
nite wifdom was hid in the dark lanthorn of his hu- 

_manity, but then he fhall appear, as it is faid, Rom. 
i. 4. manifefted to be the Son of God by his refur- 

_-reétion, fo then much more when he comes to raife 
the. world, all the world fhall fee his power, wifdom, 
greatnefs then. 8 a sf PEPE Sys 

Secondly, All his mighty angels with him, Matth. 

xvi. 27. all fhall be there, fo that heaven fhall be left 
empty; ‘a thoufand times ten thoufand fhall then 
«‘ minifter unto him 3” and you know how gloriouf- 

dy the Lord made the angels fhine at Chrift’s refur- 
réGtion. bsashay 

‘Thirdly, With the voice of the arch-angel,and the 

trump. of God, and with a fhout,: 1 Theff iv; 16. 

. © Be hall defcend with a fhout,? ive. of joy,to the , 

faints, as in the day of victory and triumph of God, 

as at giving the law the trumpet did blow;to work 

»@read and terror then, fo news msds < 

Fourthly, With burning and ‘confuming, of the 
world,.2 Pet. ni 7. 3) UhEM td. t dgnody bak. 
Fiftly, Raifing and calling all the dead. before. 
him, fmall and great, good and bad, im earth and fea, 
and that in a moment, it fhallmot be along work, 
Cor, xv. 52. and thus thé Lord fhall appearat this 
day, that as he came’ before with bafenefs, fo 
he fhall now come in glory,’ ‘andomothing t ren fhall 
have any glory but himfelf, and thofe that are his, be- 
ies 7 ae ae caule 
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caufe he will damp all the glory of the world; and 


thus fitting in the clouds in.a throne of glory, he 
fhall judge, 4.2. examine, convince, and condemn ; . 
examine all fecrets, and convict men of their evils, 
and then condemn them, and pafs fentence upon the 
wicked, and grace to his faints; the faints exami-. 
nations, and all their duties and adtings for God 
opened, and that all the world that cenfured them 
may fee then the infinite wifdom and love of God in- 
his people, in making and keeping them fincere. 


TR el PRE 
Queft. 4. WHY will be come 2 


Anf. 1. fit was only for his people’s fake, for their 
perfect redemption, and refrefhing, there were reafon 


‘eriough for it; hence it is called a ‘* day of redemp- 
use tion, and a time of refrefhing ;”” here they are’cap- 


tived under miferies, and fadded by them under’ fin, 
Satan, world; but then they fhall be redeemed : now 


that it thall be fo ; 


ey 


sie here ‘being nothing for their deliverance wanting: | 
ete asks bac ABA iad ole WEE WE 


_ Firft, He hath come already to redeem his people 
from fin, which is. the greateft evil, and which re-. 
vdemption was performed by his blood ; now if he 
‘ hath redeemed from the greatetft evil, viz. fin, then 
“from corruption, then from death, and fatan, &c. 

Uf’ he once came by blood and bafenefs, then he will 


come in glory and greatnefs ; if he came through fire 
to them, then: he will come through’ fair ways 


<¢6 ‘thems af by: death to them, then by life to 


them; and hence John v. 24° all judgment is 


. «committed to him, becaufe he +s the Son of man.” 
“And though it be long, yet furely he will, he muft 
‘¢ome,” efpecially feeing himlelf hath: perfectly re- 
<>) deemed his . people, | and is now himfelf’ exalted 
. abovevallss Acoman that hath been jn prifon’ him- 


O) felfeowith!: bis) spoot brethren, that are” left ‘there 


Ajlethe price of, their, redemption being paid and 
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ey : 
but one,to fetch them, if none help, he will doitaz — 
lone < ie fiere. oy nid ‘sdemt aio bas .19At” 
- Secondly, In regard of the juftice of God, that that: — 
may be cleared befoie the eyes of all the world; men. 
fin now, and are not punifhed, but flourith,, arid-the: 
faints are grieved; every. man fees. patience; ;bountysr ' 
long-fufferance exercifed.; but the) wrath Of Godsasi 
- gainft the leaft fins is not. yet.made known; there) 
mult therefore be 4 day to declare it,,and the equity. . 
of it. ae ; l 
Thirdly, In regard of the wifdom of God: look _ 
in all commonwealths well governed in the world, ~~ 
and we fhall not, find any. but.they havejedurt days, 
and their petty feflions.and great aflizes,asin Mrael 3q 
for to what extremity of wickednefs would places come} 
to elfe? fo here 3 thall the wife governor of the world:« . 
never, have a day of hearing and trying caufes 2: hath 
he no care? others are but in his room underjhinytilh<. 
that time: neither is it: enough to fay that thereyis. 3 
judgment of death. Anf. That is only-Chrift? sjudgs:» 
ing the foul in private, ,either to his: fhame ‘or glory} 
_ before Chrifts but the bedy is to bejudged aswellasthe » 
foul, to fhame before men;:or glory beforealltheworld, — 
Fourthly, In regard of Chrift’s fovereignty and ex. 
cellency ; the coming. of Chrift is called his kingdom, _ 
2 Tim. iv, 1, Why, doth not Chrift Tule now.in the: = 
world ? Yes, but it is in the midft of his,enemiess his. 
ene mies Tule, and he, rules alfo ;, but ithere;muft a 4 
time Come. that no.enemies mutt tule, but: Chrift a..5 


Jone; and this is his kingdom ina moft illuftrioug, 9 


ae Se 


manner ; for the things of Ghrift are faid to. die withiis. 
us, ‘when they do in a fpecial manner appear; asthe ; 
cothing of his Spirit, and his love, fo his kingdom); 5 
now Chrift muft reign till all. his enemies-are put un-\ | 
Ger foot; for itis not fit he fhould lofe his:kingdom s,s 
hath the Lord fuffered others to reign,andirule,y ‘and, sc 
himfelt to be hid, and his Slory; loft, and that folong?..q 
and will he never return to hisikingdom to be gloe oi 
rusts, {© Feap all his glory that he hath loft bysib 
all his enemies in the world? was there ever king that 
: would 
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would ever endure one generation of rebels after ano- 
ther, and never make himfelf fole fovereign ? however Bee 
ran may fuffer it, yet the Lord wilfnot; hemuft = 
reign. And wherefore doth 'Chrift reign ; it is to 
trample enemies under foot, his and his peoples ene- 
mies; Chrift fets death his enemy, to deftroy his ene- 
mies, and keep’ them as ina gaol; but afterward, 
Chrift will call them forth, and pafs an irreverfible 
doom upon them, © *) ; ae 4 


Ho 1 ET. OVE 
, “* ie ‘ | 
Ufe 1. SEE>therefore and believe the truth of this 
point as well'as hear it: at the firft coming of Chriff, , 
Heb: xiv 1.3) they did thus, faw the promifes afar off . 
and embraced them; fo fee it afar off : There be di- 
vers: people that’ profefs this truth that do not fully , 
bélieye it; for if they did; they would never live as . 
“they do: that look as men that know the judge rides 
circuit within half a year, dare not commit any open 
fins; fo'if=you ‘believed ‘this, you would make con- , 
{tience of ‘fecret fins which this judge fhall judge. _ 
Others there be that do believe it as they do reports 
‘that every ‘man faith, but they do not fee that really. 
to betrué indeed, which their hearts literally believe; _ 
andihefice men’s ‘hearts are not a whit moved with | 
grief, or forrow, or joy, or fear at the remembrance _ 
of sthis ‘day. For’ as it is with us in reports of news 
out of ‘Gérmany) ‘many hear things, but are not af- 
fe&ed with’ their mifery, becaufe they do not fee it fia 
aéted “before their’eyes ; God prefents not their Jor- 


rows, and: henceé'they ‘are not moved ; but when they 
do fee them actéd, then they are moved much ; A ioc. 
here: Look “as it’is with a man awake and in fleep; 
a manlawake ‘believes ‘the day of judgment, and _ 
never ‘ftirs ¥ ‘but when ‘afleep he dreams of it, and is 

much ‘affeétéd with that! becaute he fees: it acted 

before: his eyes? much more when men. fave not a 
dreams’ but’ real vifions ‘or fight of it, it ‘will affect i 
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and hence’ fet» painted fire before a malefactor, it af- 
fees not, but! fhew him really it wherein he mutt ae. 
burnt, now it amazeth him; and hence 2 Pet. ii. 1 , 
‘y2, 14. looking for; and bens Peter faith, ** what _ 
manner’ of perfon ought we to be!’ and,where- 
ever there is faith, thus it will be, Heb. xi..1. * it 
“« makes things abfent prefent, and things unfeen e- 
“-vident.’’ 

O that God woul thew you this truth,, you young: 
men,. Eccl. xi. 9..-you would not {pend time vainly, 
but know God. you aged men whofe hearts are root- 
ed in this world, O know that God will come and 
“burn up: your. delights ; ; will you never fee this, day 
and fear it before you fee it, and mourn, becaufe,of 
it | 

O take: heed of rath judging ae condemning, and 
fufpecting, and cenfuring other men : In Paul’s, time, 
Rom. xiv. 10. one brother in a church there judged 
another aboutiindifferent things in a Chritt- like man- 
ner,as if he had no grace, &c. ‘* You fhall ftand be- 


4 & fore Chrift’s judgment feat,’’ faith Paul ; and hence 


€ 


Paul, a Cor. iv. 3,4, 5. accounts little of man’s 
judgment, and bids them judge nothing, &c. What 
“af Chrift find that to be a lie which thou judgelt to 
be true. 

Many of God’s fervants lie under. hard thoughts 
and {peeches in private, not only from enemies abroad, 
_ but from inhabitants at home ; men out of the church 
~ cenfuring and judging members ; men in the church, 
one of another, efpecially if they take to a fide: the 
Lord will difcover hard {peeches, and an edition of 
all your hard thoughts’ put. out in print.at the.laft 
day: this breaks love, this breaks, church- fellowhhip, 
and isthe caufe of breaches.in this country. 

Ufe 3. O take heedsof an hypocritical heart if the 
“bord fhould: come to judge according to the fecing of 

the eyes of the outwardiman,, then. well were it with 
many; but» when: the fecrets of the hearts thal be - 
‘yadged, rt willbe terrible ; if there thould. never,be a — 
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calling over of things again, happy were it for many, 
but it is otherwife, 2 Cor. v. to. Paul fought only to 
 pleafe the Lord, ‘ for we muft all appear,”’ &c. Ci- 
vil ‘men if they can carry it fo as men may not fay 
- flurt of them, they think it is well; hypocrites if they 
*can maintain a name of religion, fo as they may main- 
: fain their intereft in good men’s hearts, it is well; if 
they get fome enlargement in duties, that they are 
‘commended of them, well; if they can get fo much 
mercy as to get the Lord to accept of Chrift’s righ- 
teoufnefs for them, it is well; but faith Paul, ‘; We 
« Jabour to be accepted of him.” fam perfuaded 
godly men do not think of this; we think the wicked 
hall have all their fecrets laid open, but the faints 
_come not into condemnation ; it is true, not of wrath, 
but of trial, fo as that their righteoufnefs fhall be laid 
open. toall, to their glory at the great day, 1 Pet. 1. 
6, 7. And therefore get that life which Chrift himfelf 
may commend; that as Chrift faid, ‘‘ Ihave not 
“ found fuch faith in Ifrael :”” So here, when thou | 
haft fpoken a good word, repeated a fermon, fpent a 
- Sabbath, afk thy heart, is this worth fhewing to all the’. 
world? that though it be vile, yet Chrift himfelf will 
- Commend this? O you will find only aGing for him will 
commend the at, Mat. xxv. 40- there is that needle- 
work, and golden arras of holinefs, which is lapt up 
in the faints, that Chrift will open before all the world 
another day. | eek 
 Uje 4. O therefore repent, Acts xvii. 31. Paul tells 
them, times paft were {pent in ignorance without God, 
’ time to come. was 4 time of judgment and wrath of 
God againtt all Gn; O then repent: mourn for all 
wrongs done again{t Chrift : you. will wail then, if 
you take not your feafon now ; mourn therefore for 
time paft, and for time to come agree with him; now 
he fits on a throne of mercy in heaven if thou wouldtt. 
pot be put to fhame; ‘then, O. be, afhamed for all 
fins now $ if not judged then, then. condemn and 
“judge thyfelf now ; the Lord locks for no more ee 
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O. welcome him ‘as king into thy heart as his king- — 7 
dom. J u — at a . eh od 


CH AP. XV 6 Be Pi is 
_ Of Chrift’s coming as a Bridegroom to his Own. 


Obfervation 2. " F“HAT the Lord ‘JefusChrift ; 
; <8 thall come as. a bridegroom to 


his own people, at his fecond coming, that as it is faid : 
of the fun; it arifeth as a bridegroom out of his cham- ’ 
ber, and rejoiceth, &¢. fo will the Lord arife upon 
the’ world at this day; Pfal. xix. §.. 2 ae FUiSG PO: 
This point will be cleared and proved by opening 
the feveral’ degrees wherein he will manifett himfelf 
to bea bridegroom ‘then to his people ; not but that 
Chrift is a bridegroom to his people now, but then he. 
fhall be fo alfo in a more eminent manner, and then 
the perfec accomplithment ofall. (5 >. 
Firft then, There fhall be a perfonal meeting be. 
tween his fpoufe and himfelf, as it is in marriage ; be- 
fore the marriage is confummated, there are the friends _ 
of ‘the bridegroom and fpokefmen, and he fends let. 
. ters and tokens, but then he comes himfelf ; fo here 
Chrift fends his fpokefmen, 2 Cor. xi. 2. and his” 
word and fpiritual refrefhings, but when this time 
comes, he appears himfelf in perfon, and both meetin | 
perfon;, 1 Theff. iv. 16,17. here we meet the Lord ‘fpi-'« 
ritually in his ordinances, but then vifibly in theclowds ;>: 
while we live in this world, it is a time of parting, 2: 
Cor. v. 8. and when we come to die, in refpeét of 
the whole man, it is fo alfo ; but then the whole man. 
fhall’ meet him;  thefe eyes fhall fee him, and thofe 
arms fhall embrace him ; you are left as orphans here 
in this world alone; it’ will not alway be thus, for 
there is a time of meeting. IDLY 
Secondly, Then all deformities fhall be taken away. 
from his people, and he fhall adorn his bride in per- 
ae : : a 
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reek beauty ; for, this is one part of Chrift’s conjugal . 
love to his fpoufe and people, Ephef. v.25. different... 
from other hufbands, who find but do not make. 
them beautiful; for if the Lord fhould meet his peo- 
ple, and they him with their’ deformities, they would 
do it unwillingly and with {hame : usin this life why _ 
are faints unwilling yet to be with the Lord ?...vizAbe-- 
caufe there be fo many deformities and’ {pots abiding 
onithe fpoufe; fometimes the doul-would not, have 
Chrift, and fuch a heart too, though he offers him- 
felfto it ;, $$ Lord-depart, Lam a finful man,’’? Luke. ; . 
v. 8. O, but thenpall deformities fhall be removed | : 
Phil. iii. wit, §¢;dWho fhall change our vile bodies,’’». 
not deftroy them; ‘ and make them Jike his, » 
“ glorious body,’ which fhines brighter than 
the fun: {Matth. xti. 43- «< Then fhall the righ- +, 
“¢ teous fhineslike the fun ;”” is there any beauty like .., 
that of Chrift’s.s *‘ then hall they be likeunto him ;””."» 
1 John ili< 2.) 1t isa difhonour. for a mighty prince...) 
on the day of marriage to let his, queen go in rags3.4- 
they fhall be Chrift’s then 5 and look as it,was with 
Jofeph, all his fhame, bafenefs, imprifonment, did 
but make way for: his glory ; and hence he was de-. 
livered but of prifon by the king’s command ;° now 
his apparel, and countenance, and name, and eftate, . 
and-all.is changed.;, fo:here, all your fhame, impri- ) 
fonment in the grave-chains of fin, that enter into, 
your foul,-doth but make way for this certain glory 5 
as. if was with: Jehofuah, fatan ftood atvhis right hand » , 
to, accule him ; he only ftands before the Lord, at . 
lat the Lord faith, *% Take off thefe filthy gat- 
és) ments 37? 48 not this a brand ? So, fatan and.con- ) 
{cience accufe,often here, but then it shall be that.all — 
thy filthy garments fhall be takem,aways.): somes ad 
“Thirdly; Phen there fhall,be an open manifeftation 


and gloxious.declaration, ofthe dearelt love,ot the 

Lord toward them; before the. great day, of marrage 

comes; there is\ love exprefled;, egacluded between 

the-spanties,,.and: it may be,fome few Know, of it, as, 

so i eae oe euler , Bs ics 3 
fat patie OX Ae friends> 
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friends, and fome of the family ; but the open de 
claration is at the day of marriage; fo. Chrift loves. 
his people now, &c. and will not only love them 
then, but openly declare his love before all the, 
world ; “ Come ye bleffed ;" he thall declare then 
his own Jove, Mat. x. 32. Luke xii. 8. He that 
hath made it his glory to confefs Chrift in a holy life, 
Chrift’will, confels him before God and before an-. 
gels; and fo before all the world; Men in afteat, 
place will not know their poor friends, i a 
open places; but the Lord Jefus will, and ve will 
divulge the Father’s love to them alfo, Acts lie Le. 
«¢ You blefled of the Father, John xvii. 22, oe 
‘* T have given them that glory,united them,and mac ie 
«them flefh of my flefh, that the world may. |B 
“ thou haft loved them as thou haft loved me,’*» 
Here the Lord doth love his people dearly, but it is . 
not fo known; the fun fhines on good and bad; the 
world hates and perfecutes them ag hypocrites 5 civil. 
men think them like themfelves ; worldlings think. 
- them as little loved as any, their eftates thrive not 4 
hypocrites bear a bafe efteem of them ; and if theyy 
love them, it is becaufe they love them ; faints them. 
felves many times fufpeét them, or if not, yet. they » 
judge as well of others as them; nay it may be they. 
- are fo disfigured fometimes by thofe fores that Leak 
out of them, that they know not ‘themfelves ; but 
now the Lord will openly declare his love to. them, .. 
and to all the world befides ; thefe are the men that. 
I have born on my breatt, and carried on my fhoul- 
ders; for whom I have built and planted churches, - 
and deftroyed enemies, and trod the: wine-prefs alone, 
and preferred above my own life, and blood and glo. 
ty; whofe hairs have been numbered by.me, whofe, 
walls have been continually before me. _No greater 
mifery to a holy heart than this; _P fal. xi. 10... 
** Where is now thy God.;” fo when confcience 


faith, and men fay it here: O what a mercy is it that | 
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then it fhall ‘be heard, I'am now come to’comfort 
toeee eee: © Tees page es 
Fourthly, Then they fhall be brought into actual 
poffeffion and fruition of all the gloty promifed unto ’ 
them, “of all their inheritance and proportion: Be." 
fore matfiage there be promifes of fuch an eftate , but 
when the day is come, then they come fo aétual and’ 
fullpoffeffion of ‘it, and become equal pofleflors’ of © 


the-eftate ; ‘fo much. in this life the Lord doth pro- @ 
milfe'to polls his pedple of ; “there ‘be promifes: of 
peace, redémption, victory, and triumph’ over all e- 
nemies, fellowfhip with God, and al! the faints and” 
angels’ together, an incorruptible inheritance, and _ 
now they fhall enter into poffeffi-n of all thefe; nay, 
all that Chrift hath, fignified by that word. “ king. - 
«* dom,”’ Mat. xxv, “ Come and take the kingdom | 
el he. you ;” 1 Cor, xv. 54. “ Then fhail - 
< be brought to pafs the faying written, O death — 
«© where is thy fling,” &c, Ma. xxv. 7, 8. So that 
reckon what Chritt hath, you fhall have it then, — 
Much mercy the Lord fhews to his people now, but 
Pfal. xxxi. 19. “* How great js that which is laid 
é<-495 1? then it fhall be brought forth; now you fhall | 
have an end of all your defires, prayers, faith tofeel _ 
tHat which is believed, 8c. as it was with Jofhua, — 
xxii? 14. “ Not one thing whereof God hath fail- 
sc’ '@d.’? “ Here the poor hardly get.bread; here ma. — 
ny ‘prayets get nothing, &c. but there, 2 Thefi. My 
95°18, God doth then what he can for them, and » 
gives what he can give to them, then all treafures _ 
aré’*broken open. ~ i Gu Vee 
Fit hly, Then there fhall ever be cohabitation and 
living With’him, never to be any more parted from _ 
hint ér hé' from them; for while any isa fuitor to 


oné in ‘a far country, he comes and goes away again, 


but when mztriage comes, then he carries her to his _ 


> 


own houfe, and row live they muft together fo the 
Lord in this lif'ig fometimes with his people ; fome- a 
-gimmes’abfent from his people, but then they mutt com q 
ye: Cc2 habit | 
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habit together, “and fhalls a The. iv. alt. ** And 
‘then ‘we fhall ever be with the Lord.” If the 
‘Lord fhould do all the former, and not this, it would 
“bea bitter cut = When the difciples had Chrift’s pre- 


at home, or becaufe of bufinefs abroad’; all futh 
motion arguing imperfeQtion ; but now there fhall 
“be nothing in the faints to difpleafe; and Chrift’s 
bufinefs fhall then be done, he fhall have no more 
to do but only to give up the kingdom to God the 
Father; thatis the laft work of Chrift in this world: 
‘To fee the Lord in his beauty of grace.and love, will 
“be wonderful; “but “f6r duff and worms to be 
_ with him for ‘ever; the poor’ things of the world°to 
~ be with him when thoufands are caft by ! we fay that 
“is the beatity of a thing which no pictnre can exprefs ; 
‘noyto fee'that beauty in Chrift is matvellous ; but to 
“be in the 'bofom of one fo amiable; how great is this? 
~‘Sixthly, ‘Then fhall the Lord rejoice’ over*his peo- 

" ple, and they in him; marriage day is the great day 
“of joy,’ they long -for ‘it before ; aud*when it’ comes 
“'thelonger it hath been deferred,’ the mote fears of 
“parting, the more are they affected! with joy then ; fo 
“Here, the foul hath defired the Lord in grace firft, 
and then in’ glory, Rev.°xxii, Chrift hath’ been ‘de- 
“firing after'them in gloryy John xvii.24. now their 
defires being fulfilled, ‘all his feattered Toft “clea ga- 

* théred) ‘néw he rejoiceth ‘with exceeding joy; and 
*'the longer’ doft, and meeting ‘deferred, the greater 
“Soy Now 3 hence Zeph. iit, 14° ** He fhall rejoice o- 
Wer thee with joy}? &e)'° Look as the Lord when 
«they were but converted to’ him poor, and milera- 
. ; ble 
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“ple, and finfal, and fome .of them but.very babes, 
_ Luke x. 21+ yet he rejoiced in fpirit, and falls admir- 
ing of the Father; to here much more when they 
_ Shall become glorious and perieét; and altogether at 
this day. - If the Lord, Ha.xl. .1, 2..would have. his 
prophets {peak to the heart. of .Jerufalemy, when it 
had but feventy years captivity, much mere, will the 
Lord himfelf then do it at. that day ;,.and look as.it 
‘was with them, Rev. xix. 1,-~6, hallelujah for the 
deftruation of santichrift, and that Chrift reigneth 3 
Olet us rejoice; fo. fhall all faints meet him. with 
joy, being. delivered out of the hands of all their ene- 
mies, they. fhall cry hallelujah with joy to. fee them 
» deftroyed, and the Lord, reigning 5 and. then, fhall 
by up to heaven in.a fhout of joy. with hallejuah, ‘) 
Ci 7 tn he rat we : ba Seeger | 


oe eae Le Ue 


wend of 


<-Ufe te FIENCE fee how ill the fin of worldlinets 
orany finful luft fuits with a gracious godly man > 

- Shall the Lord/come as: a bridegroom toy yous and 

, will youruma whoring from him in this day! A man 
cam bear it-.when, others that he never fetyhis heart 

© ypon, departfrom him ;. but thefe to do it, itisafin . 
again{t his kindnels; againft, his perfon moft.imme- 
diately, and againit his name and honour.),..°° Xs, @ 

»$¢ -virtuous,.woman is a crown to-her! hufband ;”’ fo 

i ghene, _Covetoulnefs is a vile fin in any, but.efpecial- 

oly in thele 5 and hence Jer. iil. 455+ ‘© Wilt.thou 

£66 notfrom this ‘time cry my Father?” When Ba-— 

“puchfought great) things, ‘sw Wilt) thou feek great . ; 

§ithings when God. came. to deftroy all??? fo,.will 

a you keep great things here when the Lord is deftroy- 

—Hdng-all,; when-your Janfband: will be allan, allie,avhen | 

@ a-woman: knows: that a great prince : loves. her,, fhe 
feorns, all other fuitors, &C. 450 fhouldiyou be .con- 

otént,> though poor, though finful, | &e. Cole tile 4, i 
& glad long as Chrift loves thaenvnos wd ois” 

aid Ufe 
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Ufesax Hence fee what'a‘great fin it is not to re¥’ 


ceive: evidence of mercyand comfort from any pros — 


mife of Chrift wherein he reveals his love to his {poufe,* 
if Chrift: {hall come as‘a bridegroom to you » by what 
promife foever (thérefore)! he hall: manife(t his love® 
to you, receive it; fome' would not have Chriftians® 
’ to receive evidence of /Chrift?s’ love ‘by® any con-| 
ditional promife; but) remember ‘thisy°that ify 
Chrift doth not {peak \ them, if they be ‘not the” 
bridegroom’s voice, or if not true, then do-not! 
receive ‘them, or) any evdence from? them) “nay 
if he doth not by his own Spirit ¢lear’ thems ‘atid-ap. § 
them; but if they be the-voice of ‘the*bridegroom,” 
if. you be-friends, or fhewyourfelves frienas, rejoice 
att, John iii. 29. “As for that immediate 'révélation Of | 
his love, expect it at his meeting, when you fhall fee? 
him face to face, in the meanwhile if he by his lettér® 


reveals his love, O make much of it becaufe itis your ® —- 


bridegroom’s; if the day of judgment be come, and > 


- refurrection paft, and Chrift feen immediately, ‘then > s 


look not for your evidence from fuch fcriptures ; but ” 


if, otherwife, then own his love here if he fpeaks, <It & 


is’ true it would be a {weet thing if that day would” 


come; yet as Chrift faid to Thomas, fo fay I to you, | 


“* Bleffed are they which have not feen, and yet be- | 
** lieved ;”” and therefore whenever the Lord doth 


this,) firft or laft, hear his voice, and believe ‘his 
word. Do not fay you fee nothing ia yourfelves :° 
fuppofe a woman fhould make a match by love and 
confent, though. hardly, fhe_did loath him, but he» 
was fo mighty as to prevail for her good will, and 
now fhe is comforted, and another fhould come and 
fay-to her,» How do you know this ? Why thus. he 
fought me, thus lk concluded with him, and fo fixt : 


G 


ht isno match: Why? You mutt fee no confent, no 


love, no embracings, &¢. Would not fuch one be 
counted a deceiver? 2 Tim. iv. 8, PRT. 


Ufe-3. OF terror: What will become of you that 


tefule the Lord’s kindnefs new, that regard not, the 


bride. |. 


% 


bridegroom’s voice, that.refufe to beftow-your hearts 
upon the Lord! he. fhall:never be a bridegroom to 
you at this day, when others meethimin the clouds;: 
&c. , Now you fee faints abfent fromthe Lord, poor’ 
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and mean, and queftions the Lord’s love: to them 2 
but then-all fhall be-feen, and-all this -yow hall lofe;: 
John iti. 32. “* No man receiveth histeftimony,” &cs! 
you that never mourned.as widows without him: ne» 
ver felt need of his loves: what will become ofyou at) 
_Uje 4. Of confolation to all thofe that be efpoufed,: 
and contracted to the Lord, who have chofe him, 
who have given themfelves: to: him, who look now, 
no further but-content themfelyes:in him, or have a 
frame of heart fo to.do, though fears keep him from. 
pofleffion of him ;.O Chrift fhall come as-thy hul-' 
band at that day. Many Chriftians fear this day, 
and hence do not fenfibly love, nor long for this 
day, being under the whip continually of fears, and 
queftioning their, eftate-; but why do you fear, when» 
-« the Lord dhall come as a bridegroom V2 fas live 
4, \§- why.doft thou fear, himfelf the Judge fo holy, 
-when.he is thy;hufband! You fhould rather long for’ 
this day, and) rejoice-in it, becaufe now comes youn» 
full. redemption, from all fins, all forrows ;the!com-" 
ing of a hufband is. fweet. . : haweal: °? 
Firft,4Phough,the people of God have weaknefles’» 
and wants,,the Lord hath none. i OC. -. brow 
Secondly,‘Though they:muft part fora little while, 
the ‘Lord iseveriwiththee. biG 
‘Thirdly, Though they cannot help out of all evils « 
yet the, Lord -Jefus will:,,O they fhould rejoice, that 
when he comes as. a. Judge, apdyall, the wicked fhall.) — 
melt like wax before bis prelence, and burn up bee} 


fore. him, O-yet:a-hufband.to thee | Seth ORE Aq 
sdsno 4 fouiren bisoW ID. 8h: ni Ont gawd 
2 ep mil Ss Taoist BHT Sos 

sstlt voy. to ommozed Siw setW. 2011s) ECT. ° 
ad? toa bisgst isc) .won élembala é ips 
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S Be Mit WLS Roe a sass 
2B : we 
« Object. Ir L knew this! . vs yee 
Anf. Yes, you know it; but here be fome things — 
that are falfe objections againft it: as, i, ” 
Object. « Becaufe the Lord is fucha ftranger, and 
the Lord abfents himfeif fo much. si nad Ui carioe 
- Anf. Is that a good argument for a woman > fc ome 
liv. 6, 7, 8. Itis not the time of being ever with 
the Lord in his time of wooing ; John xvi. 20. “ I 
*< will depart, and you fhall mourn, the worl gdrame 
‘©. not, and.your heart {hall rejoice.” . "4 
| Object. 2. Becaufe my heart goes fo foon, fo.oft.a 
whoring from him. i Shs hidis Socios 
It may be that you are forely tempted, and thy 
heart may begin to be taken, &c. but yet if you can- 
not yield to lie in your falls, this is not an evidence 
of a breach of the match ; Pfal. Ixxiii. he was almoft 
gone, yet the Lord recovers him, and faith he, “ the. 
‘s Lord is with me ;’’ therefore as it was with Chrift, 
it was not poflible that the bonds of death fhould hold 
him; fo here fhall it be with the poor doubting be- 


liever. 
. Object. 3. Becaufe my heart cannot love him. 
, Anf.. Why do you then figh under captivity and 
bondage of your love? you cannot love him, other 
_ things do keep you under; O but can. fhe fay fhe 
loves not her hufband, that-doth figh in bondage to 
be with him ! Confider how it is at Chrift’s abfenting 
_ himfelf from thee (as thou thinkeft) at any time ; for 
then love is feen, efpecially at the time of parting. 
» Objedt. 4. Becaufe he is fo unkind to me, hé hears 
not all my prayers. . : ee + eis eb 
i Anf. This is a great obje@ion; if Chrift would give, 
them al! their portion together which he promifeth 
them freely in his time, then they think he is kind, 
- not elfe. CR 
Firft, Though he doth not hear all prayers at once, 


yet 
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yet he hath given thee that which is better than all 
prayer, (viz.) himfelf, anda pledge of all the reft, and 
this is better than ten fons. aot lapes S op Wad, 

Secondly, It would do you hutt;O therefore re- 
joice in this day, whatever thy condition be now: 
give fome women their will, and you give them your 
lives, and lofs of all; fo here: and therefore faith 
Chrift, ‘* I will be Lord in my ;houfe.”” 


SE OT. 31 


‘Uje 5. Of Exhortation : ‘To thofe that are out of 
Chrift, or do not know that they be in Chrift, to’Ja- 
béur to get your fouls efpoufed, and matched to the 
Lord Jefus ; it is a laudable cuftom greunded on fcrip- 
ture, that before marriage there is the time of efpoul- 
als or contract; and fuch may know though ‘there be 
abfence for a time, yet that when he faith he will re+ 
turn to marriage, he will come as a hufband, though’ 
others inthe family cannot look for any fuch thing 5: 
fo here the’ great work of the miniftry is to efpoufe 
people to Chrift: now: that they may be prefented 
chafte virgins unto the Lord Jefus, 2 Cor. xi. 2. you 
may look then that he “ fhall come as a bridegroom’ 
to comfort you ;”” others cannot look for any fuch pre- 
fence of Chrift, to them that are not efpoufed to him 
now :-—Now Chrift is gone up to his kingdom, but let 
bafe duit, and’vile man hearken, the time is coming, 
that he fhall come in glory to the amazement of the 
world} before whom all the wicked fhall melt, ‘but 
the faints fhall live in glory, caught up in the clouds 
of heaven; infinitely rejoicing in them, and they in’ 
Chrift.. Would you have him come thus to you, or” 
as a revenging judge, and confuming fire for your’ 
contempt: if fo, then get your fouls efpoufed to him 
now. ; 


Dd SECT. 


iF { : Pe x 
Pa eoe ON Ti3H PARABLE OF THE 


128 BC Fee WV Se . 
Objet. ALLAS! what can I do? the Lord muft 
do it. , : ; 
Anf. ‘Frue ; but he doth it by means, the miniftry 
of the gofpel ; elfe what need there be any fcripture 
writ, or gofpel preached? ufe you the means, ‘and 
" wait on the Lord thereby, for the effeéting of this. 
—— Queft. What thould Fido? eee: pee a 
Anf. Look as it is in marriage here, or efpoufals 
here; there be but two things that make up the 
match. . j rye 
1. Earneft feit on the one fide. a eee 
- And 2. Confent on the other ; and therefore if any’ 
thing hinder, it ever lies either on the one fide, the 
man is unwilling, he defires it not; or on the cther — 
fide, if he be defirous, fhe is unwilling ; but both 
thefe finith the bufinefs; if therefore you would be 
ever efpoufed to.the Lord Jefus, look to thefe two’ 
things. a ; 
. Firft, See evidently that earneft fuit the Lord makes 
unto thee for thy confent, for thy good will; and this 
will appear by his own f{peeches, and this is a fuffici- 
ent teftimony ; by what fpeeches? by his voice in the 
{criptures ; for is this the bridegroom’s voice of no ? if 
~ Not, away with it; if it be, and that they do breath the 
Holy Ghoft, then know it, it is ag if he fpake from 
heaven to thee now. : yar ein Os oy 
“Object. But he doth not {peak to me there by name 
particularly ; he fpeaks to others, not tome. 
Anf.1. The Lord when he calls any to himfelf;> 
he doth not in his: ordinary call {peak to them’ by 
name, and yet they have fo received the Lord in the 
word, as if he had called them by name; for look, 
as when the law faith, all that fin fhall die, the Lord 
fpeaks to all by name; and if confeience be awake, it. 
will apply it, this fentence is againft me ; fo when the 
Lord faith, « All that’ will receive the Lord, fhall live 
| “ before 
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- .“ before the Lord;’? and therefore receive him, if 
confcience be awake, it will apply: as in the three 
thoufand that were converted, “* what fhall we do?” 

. they were not called by name; but when they heard 
that they that.repented fhould live, becaufe the pro- 
teife was to all, they gladly received the word; fo 

-here it fhould be fo; and therefore we fee when the 
Spirit makes particular application to a mah, he fo 

{ets on a truth, as if the Lord fpake to the foul parti. 
cularly ; and therefore if you do not, it is becaufe - 
you are left of the Spirit of God, and the power. of 
the word ; for it is your duty fo to do. 
_ 2. Though your names are not fet down in the 
words of the promife, yet your names are wrapt up 
in the meaning and fenfe of the promife; and this is” 
as good as that ; for though the Lord doth not defire 
every man to keep the fabbath by name, yet he means 
every man,.and there your names are; fo when the 
Lord Jefus.makes fuit to a wretched heart to receive 

-him, he meaneth every man, as if he had named 

them; that which is fet down in fcripture, and writ- 
ten to others, God means not them alone, but all o- 
thers in like cafe ;—as Jer. iii. 12. ‘* What the Lord 
“* {pake to‘Ifrael to return”? he meant efpecially Ju- 
dah; fo Efay ii. ver..1. to 5. Thereis a prophefy of 
the ‘‘ Gentiles to flow to the mount of the Lord ;” 

- what means the Lord by.that? the Lord meant here- 
by to ftir up the Jews, and:therefore he faith, “ O. 
«* come houle of Ifrael,”” &c. And hence Rom. xv. 
4> ‘* What is written it is for our learning, that we 
«© might have hope;” 4 e. God meaneth us therein 

-alfo; fo that when you fee the Lord calling the wretch- 

ed Jews in his word, the Lord calls thee ; and when — 
the Lord in his miniftry comes to them, he comes to — 
you; andto have thy name in the fenfe of the {crip 
ture, is moft for the glory of the Spirit, and fuiung 

beft with the work of faith, and mott fure, and molt 
fweet to you; but efpecially, I fay, when the meflen- 


gers of God come to you, they make things particul- 
| 1 dex any 


a 


¥ 
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arly clear, which were but generally fet down - Ocon. 
fider therefore the Lord is earneft in his fuit to have © 
. thee receive him. : : “ Bis: 


SE eee ve 


‘a, U1 breaks the heart of the Lord Jefus fo fee 
thee depart away, and go a whoring from him ; when 
a man is fo fet in his defires that when he is crofled of 
his hopes in marriage, it makes him fick and pine a- 
way with grief; becaufe he is very earneft for the 
match ; fo it is here, Ezek. vi. 9. And therefore we 
fhall fee Mark viii. 12. the Pharifees, who had feen all 
his works, yet an adulterous generation fought aftera 
fign, it is faid Chrift fighed deeply in Spirit for this ; 
nothing grieves the-Lord fo much as this; to defpife 
any part of his will} or pooreft member of his, grieves 
him; but to defpife himfelf, this much more; as we 
fhall not find any joy in fcripture like this, when the 
Lord hath overcome the unkind heart of a rebellious 
‘finner ; and hence heaven and earth and deferts are 
commanded to rejoice at this: devife to grieve him, 
~ ‘and you cannot do it fo much as by refufing him. 
_ 2. The Lord is fo defirous of it, that he will pafs 
by all thy former lewdnefs, if now thou wilt receive | 
him, Jer. iii. 1. with 4. men will not do fo, yet the 
_ y Lord will, what when fo many vanities are loved more 
. than the Lord, can the jealoufy of Chrift receive me? 
yes that he can. Pe 
' .3. When the Lord hath caft off a poor creature for 
-. refufing him, yet then his heart yearns and his foul 
longs for it (many times) again, Ma. liv. 5, 6. the 
Lord hath called thee as a wife of youth when refuf- 
ed; ze. when God did appear to them, to refufe 
them; O wonderful! that when the foul hath refuf- 
_ €d the Lord, and the Lord it, and all creatures re- 
_ fufe to love it, yet thefe the Lord calls again; and 
_ hence the Lord comes upon his people, Ma. 1. that 
complained, <* God had utterly reje€ted them,’ and 


all 
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all the fault is in him : no, their fins had done it; but 
_ then he blames them that when he came, no man an- 
- fwered, &c. Bat 

4. All the anger of Chrift, efpecially his greateft 
anger, is exprefled againft a foul for want of this be- 
ing willing to receive him; when you fay, how doth 
feted regard or defire me, when he fights againft 
me? / 
Firft, Is there an evil not inflitted, bur devifed a- 


gain{t thee? (as many a one fears what is not yet 


-made known) this is ‘‘ to make you return,” Jer. 
Savill. ET. ! 
_ Secondly, Are there any forrows upon thy confcl- 
ence, upon thy outward man ‘“ that God takes all 
<¢ comfort from thee?” Jer. in. 8. 
Thirdly, Are there any gone down to hell, vho 
did once flourifh here, that you have even feen the 
flames and tears before you of crying gholts ? if fo, 
then know it, ‘¢ it is that thou mighteft draw near the 
“ Lord,’? Pfalm Ixxiili. 26, 27. sae 3 
_.. 5. The Lord profeffeth that he will give the chotc- 
eft of all bleffings to them that receive him ; and this 
argues ftrong defire, Pfal. xviii. 11, 12, 13. “* Honey 
Me ah OF THETOCK scree aaesk 0 
1. Thou fhalt have himfelf taking infinite delight: 
an thee, becaufe he will make thee beautiful with his 
own beauty, and cloth thee with it, Pfal. xlv. 12.) — 
2. All creatures fhall be fervants to thee through- 
out the world, Hof. ii. w/#. As when one is married. 
all the fervants in the family are to ferve her or him, 
fo here it is in regard of the faithful: O that you 
“-eould hear the voice of the Lord fefus, and his ear- 
neft fuit to you herein. This you fee is clear. | 
There now wants nothing but for you to give your 
confent ,unto. him, and therefore this is that which 
the Lord lays to the charge of men, viz. their break- | 
ing off the match ; and fo Rey, xxii. 17. “ Whoever 
6 will, let him come and take, Prov. i: 29, 30. ‘* they 
«* did not chufe theLord,nor would none of the Lord’s 


eae > coumtels’ | 
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“* counfel;’’ and this‘made theLord caftthem off,fo that 
now there is nothing but thy will: fhall the Lord de- 
fire it, and wilt not thou be glad ot it? there is no 
beauty in thee, why he fhould do this to thee: there 
‘is in him beauty and excellency; O fhall not this love 
win thee? fhall it be another day, wherefore is all 
this evil come upom fuch a one? had he not means ? 
had he not offers? but this thall come againit thee, 
“* You would not,” -O you would not. . 


bade OK Wiad Brie $§ Ze 

ONLY take thefe four cautions concerning your 
confent. : Oe MPS rs 

Take heed that your confent arife not only from fear 
of mifery, for this is forced confent, and is ever naught, 
and it appears fo when the mifery is paft; many do 
thus in fears of death, or times of calamity ; O then, 
the Lord, Hof. viii. 1, 2, 3. Plal. Ixxviii. 2A, Oo. 

Secondly, Take heed it be not a conceit of your 
own making in days of peace; for that which you 
make from yourfelves, you will break alfo; but that 
it arife from the fenfe of thine owa infufficiency to 
give. confent, andthe Lord’s almighty power and in- 
finite grace to work it, and then no powers of any 
“creature can untie that knot. Be ER PIR. 

Many hearing of this, will you have Chrift? © 
yes, with all my heart, and force a confent by their 
own labour; this is Maught ; and hence Ezek, Xvi, 
60, 61. The Lord will receive that harlot but not by 
her covenant, 7. ¢. which the undertook in her own 
name; no, the Lord muft Work it, Jer. iii, 19. “* How 
*“dhall I do this for thee, &c. Hof. iu. 19. { will be- 
** trothe her ;”? for no creature can incline the heart to 
anotherbut the Lord’ there isa natural antipathy be- 
rween Chriftand the foul; and hence we, fee it in - 
many a Chriftian, afk him, ‘why cannot you love the 
Lord, ner cleave to him ? O becaufe | know not why 3. 
f cannot, I have no heart; the truth is, you have 
re om hearts — 


La 


\y 
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hearts that do loath him ; unlefs the Lord overcome 
_ you, you can never fubmit indeed unto the Lord. 


Thirdly, Look that your confent be not made ac- 
cording to your own terms and conditions ; for look 
as it is with a woman, if fhe fhall fay fhe is content 


to love fuch a man; but.if fhe keeps an open inn to. 


entertain all:{trangers, and love all comers, or if 
there is one fhe is in league with; there can be no 


Marriage ; fo therefore the conditions are fo: Re- 


ceive the Lord, and give your confent to love him | 
only, Prov. viii. 17. “ I love them that love me,’” 
otherwife the match will never be made, Ha. 1. 1. if 
you keep your wretched, unruly, ftubborn wills ftill, 
never hadft thou, or fhalt thou have the Lord: Let 
thy fin be never fo little; fo clofe, as (it may be) floth, 


it is death to pray; it may be it is pride; or whate- 


ver elfe it be, you muft have your hearts firft di- 
vorced from them, or thou canft not have Chrift. 
Fourthly, Take heed then thax fenfe of want of 
dowry, beauty, portion in or from yourfelves, doth 
not hinder you from confent ; for the Lord requires 
no fuch thing of you; hence Matth. xxi. 4.- All 


- things are ready in Chrift to receive from him, Eph. 


v.25. Itis.not for you to bring to him; on- | 
ly come ; and the Lord doth bring his people to fenfe 
of vilenefs, that they may do thus, know that it is — 
his grace that makes the Lord clofe there. 


Boe So. Villy 


_ NOW will you reftife, and not let the Lord have 


your hearts this day ? 

Firft, Is there any thing in the Lord that fhould _ 
keep thee from confenting ? what good is there elfe — 
but in him? what want of perfe€tion there! his love: 
is better than life ; if there be any thing in the world 
that can be better to thee, or do;greater things for _ 
tlice, make thy match ; but who can pay thy debts? ~ 
who can fetch thee out of prifon? who can put beau- 
; ty 


> 


216 ON THE PARABLE OF THE 


ty on thee? who ever did thee good but the Lord? 
therefore there is none like him ; he will cloth thee, — 


poffefs thee, &c. 


- Secondly, Is there any thing in thyfelf that keeps 


thee from confenting ; haft thou no need of him, or _ 


confenting to him? you may, it is true, have other* 
creatutes to adorn you; as they, Ezek. xvi. 37, 38. 
«* But the Lord will gather yqur lovers together, 
‘* and give you blood and fury in his jealoufy:’’ I 
mean, when the Lord fhall come at this day, to em- 
brace, comfort, glorify others; thou fhalt not have 
a {mile from him; O men now defpife the Lord, and 
his grace and patience ; tell them of a match with 
the Son of God, they regard it not, no more than 
a tale that is told ; well, the Lord will bring you in- 
to horrors, wherein you fhall prize and be glad of 
this, before you die,. even one. glimpfe of his love. 


Poft tenebras lucem pero. se Ga 3 3 
After my ficknefs, December’ 12,\ 1639. 


CHAP. XVIL SECT. I a. 


* Shews that Chrift will not tarry when once bis tine is 
come, and the folly’ of fuch whofe work is then to do ; 
and that the bleffedne/s of faints confifts in immediate 
communion with Chrift. : 


HE coming of Chrift, we have heard is fet forth 

firft from the time of it, viz. juft then when 

the foolifh went to buy: Could not the Lord fo pa- 
tient and long fuffering, tarry a little while longer 


v 


¥ 


for them? efpecially feeing they went not about any — 
_finful work, but were ufing the means to get that - 


grace now, which their veflels were empty of before ?. 
No, but the Lord deals with all men, efpecially that: 
live under the means, as he did with thefe foolith 


virgins. 
\ Ob/, 


€ ‘ - 
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SF Odferv. Thatas God is long-fuffering towards men, 
while through ignorance of their fpiritual wants and 

fecurity of heart they have no heart to ufe the means » 
. for fupply. 'So if once his time of forbearance be 

flept out, he will not tarry one moment longer ; even 
when men are moft diligent in the ufe of. means for 

{piritual fupplies ; when Chrift hath a heart to help,: 

many people have none either to fee their wants, or 

feek for help; when men have hearts thus to do, 
_ then Chrift hath none, becaufe his time of tarrying® 

is out; when men are wort and moft fecure, Chrift’s + 

door is open to them many times; when men are 

beft and indeed awakened, Chrift’s heart and door is 

fhut againft them, as it was here; for what are the 

beft endeavours of foolith virgins? what excellency 

is there in them, that the Lord of glory fhould ftay 

their leifure, after long negle& of himfelf, and lofs, 

‘of precious time. "9 ‘ , 


SEC TIL 


oe Ce BE fare you fleep not out of the day-time of 
grace ; elpecially. you | ! 

1. That know you want oil in your veffels, and 
grace in your hearts, and mercy to your fouls, .and 
think 1 would not die yet for a world. | . 

>. You that being afleep with thefe foolifh vir-~ 
gins, dream you are rich and want nothing, and 
would be half offended with them that fhould tell you 
to your face, or but think in their hearts that you 
have no grace, when indeed you are poor, and empty, 
and. naked :—-Take “heed that you give not that ah- 

fwer to time that tarries for you, and unto..Chrift - 
that waits upon you, as Felix'to Paul, “© when his’ , 
< heart trembled to hear of judgment to come; 1 

<< will fpeak with you at a more convenient feafon ;””. 

the Lord hath not left churches without the examples 

of the terror of Chrift’s patience in kind, who upon 
their beds of diftrefs have lamented before aes 


€ 
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O my time is out, call time again, call time again 5 
and who have befought it of God with tears, as he 
did the blefling, and cried out, What, Lord! wilt 
not thou give me one hour, one day more! dnd fo 
like men finking have catched hold on any thing to 
fave them, while others have ftood upon the fhoreé 
lamenting of them, the Lord be merciful to them ; 
this may be your cafe, that neither your tears nor 
blood can purchafe a moment’s time. 
Look to it that your veffel be not found émpty at 
the coming of the Lord; it is a dying time in this 
country, and the Lord hath taken away fome, and 


thofe that-were ready are gone in to the marriage. 


Confider of it, that faith, that grace which you think 
you have now, may prove but chaff and ftubble when 
it comes to be tried in the fire of the Lord’s coming ;- 
the beft man will find all little enough; then be fure 
you mifs not of it now: Do not think I will pray, 
and feek then, and I hope to find, though thou art 
fecure now; think of this point, when did Chrift 
come and thut the door, but when.the virgins went — 
out to buy? but woe, woe to thy dead heart; fome 
here prefent fhall feek Chrift, and not find him, but 
fhall die in their fins ; till arrows are in your hearts, 


you will not cry. 
? 


SECT. it 


©. Obf. 2. "THAT after long profeflion of godlinefs, 


it isa piece of foolifhnefs to have any thing then to 
do but to die, and fo give welcome to the Lord Je- 


. tus : Thefe virgins when they were to die, were then — 


to buy ; when they were to receive Chrift, were then 
to feek for oil in their veffels, that fo they might be 
teady to receive Chrift ; but of this hereafter. 
Vie t} O their fad condition that have all to feek 
yer! 2 | | 
Uje 2. Be not ever feeking, never finding; ut 
| | ae fo 
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fo feeking, as that when you die, you may fay, 


29 


“ Come, Lord, | am ready - 
SECT. IV. 


edly, "THIS coming of Chrift is fet forth from 
the different entertainment of the virgins, and Chritt’s 
different carriage towards them. | 

i. For his entertainment to the wife virgins ; that - 
is fet down to be an entering or admittance into mar- 
riage, fetlowfhip, communion and joy with the Lord 
Jefus ; which is amplified » pha ee 

-Firft, From the antecedent (not caufe) of it, and 
that is their readinefs. ie hes stain 

Secondly, The confequent of this their commu 
nion, the door was fhut. % 3 

‘That the laft end, and full bleffednefs of all the e- 
le& efpoufed here to Chritt, it confifts in immediate - 
communion with Jefus Chrift alone. Hees 

What becomes of thefe wife virgins? ‘they enter 
into near communion and fellowfhip with the bride- 
groom Jefus Chrift. What becomes of the fouls of 
all the elect when they are feparated from the body, 
ang from this world? the fpirit returns to Go that 
gave it; fo the foul returns to Chrift that bought it. 
‘Wher this world fhall be burnt up, what will become 
of the fouls and bodies of the elect, when there fhall 
be no more fun to fhine, nor kingdom to rule, nor 
creaturesto comfort ? they fhall afcend from the clouds 
~ up into the marriage-chamber of the Son of God, and 
be for ever with the Lord, and the Lord alone, and 
this is their bleflednefs, &c- Bleffednefs, yea, the | 
laft and only bleffeditefs,’ even of heaven itfelf. 

John xvii. 23. ‘There are variety of creatures here, 
and in every one there is dropt fome fweet 5 ** but 
<* the Lord’s end is to make his people perfect in 
 one;’? ,how is that? God in Chrift communicat- 
ing all his goodnefs to his Son, and fo living in him, 
~ then Chrift communicates all his own and Father's 
ee Lez love 
P 


a 
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love and goodnefs unto them, and fo lives in them, 
and now they are in him, and fo “ made perfect in - 
“‘ one ;’’ as thofe that are thirfty for.a time, are re- 
. frefhed with fome drops, or waters running in their 
channels, at laft they come to the well-head, where — 
they partake of all together. . 7 

1 Theil. v. 10. ‘¢ This is the end of Chrift’s death, 


“* that we might live together with him,”? not live |, 


only from him, but “ live with him,”’ and toge- 
gether “ with him ;” in beginnings here, hereafter 
fully. Secscr. | 


* 


SEETI A. 


Real. 1. BECAUSE God the Father hath laid 
up all his glory moft abundantly in Chrift. Col. ii. 
3. “ Treafures of wifdom ; it fhines in the face of 
“ Chrift.” 2 Cor. iv. 5, 6, and all our glory alfo.. 
“Luke ii. 32. Glory of his people Ifrael. Pfal. 
“* xxix. ig. In his temple he uttereth all his glory 3”; 
im the world, there it fparkles in every creature, and 
the heavens declare it} but there is but fome, and 
that common to all congues and languages ; but in 
this temple, the Lord Jefus efpecially, there all the 
Father’s glory is uttered, and himlelf doth ULLET Atwiy 
Treafures are fuch things where there are 

1." Precious things. 

2. Abundance of them. | 

3. Hidden, not open to all. . 

‘4. They are fure and fafe there, for their owners . 
to take and enrich themfelves withal; fo it is in. 
Chritt, there is firft, precious things ; all God’s pre-., 
cioufnefs, and all our precious fhings ; our life; our 
peace, our joy, our itrength, &c. and fecondly, a- 
bundance’of them ; thirdly, hid from the world, and . 
unknown in'part to the faints; fourthly, but furethere | 
for their owners, and Chrift is the treafures of all thefe 
treafures, which are as’ infinite as God himfelf 1854 
nowit all our glory, and the glory of God be in | 

OFHMTO! OBO bu wie Chrift ; 


atta 


= 
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_- Chrift; then as privation of, and feparation from 


this glory is the laft and only mifery ; fo conjunction 


to, and communion with, and fruition of this glory, 


muit be the laft and great happinefs of the ele. “I 
would convince any carnal heart by this argument : 
Didft thou ever find any comfort from any creature ? 
that comfort is not from it, but from the Lord by it; 
for creatures are but as cold water, all their warmth 
1s from the fire ; now there is but alittle of the fweet- 
nefs of God, becaufe creatures can hold but little, it 
is fo narrow a veffel; “but in the Lord Jefus all the 
goodnefs of God is gathered together there, which 
is {cattered in feveral creatures here; nay not finite, 
but infinite goodnels and glory; therefore this is our 
bleflednefs. a AE " 

_ Reaf. 2. In regard of God the Father’s exceeding 
great love, aud the purpofe of God to manifeft it to 
the fons of men ; this is the nature of love, when one 
is in a blefled condition himfelf, he will labour to 
bring thofe it loves to that condition; now the blef- 
fednefs of God lies in fellowfhip with his fon, Prov. 
vill. 30. Now God the Father loves them dearly, and 
would have all the world to know that he doth fo, 
and hence brings them at laft into the fame fellowfhip 
with himfelf in his Son, John xvii. 23. “¢ That the 


_*¢ world may know thou haft loved me;’’ the 


Father out of -his infinite love communicates himfelf 
to Chrift, and his fellowfhip is with the Father ; all 


‘know this is a dear love; in the meanwhile love to 


his faints is unknown; they and the wicked fhare all 
alike ; and the faints have the leaft portion and wortt: 
part many times, fo that men cannot fee by any out- 
ward thing any more love to them, than unto others ; 


the time will come that they fhall be made perfec in 


one, as near the Lord.as.can be, that the world may 
know this love, &c.. pent 
When Abfalom had flain his brother, and fled frong 
his father, itis faid, 2 Sam. xiii. 39. ‘* that the foul 
* of Dayid longed, or was confumed to go aan to 
§° Dim 5) 
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“him”? David might have faid, 1 will never look, 


after him more; fo might the Lord have faid to us 5_ 
or if he loved, he might never have manifefted it (as 
David) but the Lord muft fhew his loye, &c. 

Reaf. 3. Becaufe this is the end of all the prayers 
and endeavours, and all the workings of the faints in 
this world: Suppofe all glory be in Chrilt; let a 
thing be never fo good, but if a man hath no defires 
after it, hath no mind to it, it would not be blefled- 
nefs to him ; but this is the end of all the prayers, 
* duties of the faints, if at laft ** they may be with the . 
“‘ Lord,” Phil. iii, 8, 9. John iv. 14. ‘* He fthall 
* never thirft, their defires are taken off from other 
“things ;’’ but only their hearts are to this. Jf 
there be any pillow the Lord lets them fleep upon in 
this world, they fhall find it hard at lait, and arife 
with a king’s head and heart, and fay, O here is not 
my reft; the beft entertainment this world can give, 
hath ever fomewhat mixt with it, that makes the - 
people of ,God fay, “* O that I might be with the 
6 Lord:!”? ' 


SE G-Tia Vic 
— Queft. SHALL not the happinefs of the faints partly’ 
lie in fellow/bip with the faints ? : 
Anf. 1. True, but this is but a confequent to the 
former; as feparation from God is the fubftance of 
mifery in hell, but other things follow upon it; viz. 
communion with reprobates and devils; fo here we 
have firft communion with Chrift, here is the fub- 
ftance of our bleflednefs ;.then this is accidental, and 
follows upon that, viz. the communion with the faints, 
which is exceeding fweet. 
_.2. That good we fhall have in communion with 
faints, is not from themfelves, but Chrift in them; 
as 2 Thefl. i. ro. ‘ Chrift fhall be admired in all his 
** faints ;”” fo Chrift fhall then in his faints and an- 
gels 5 itis the light of the fun that fhines in the ftars, 
| and 
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and they fhall do nothing but fet out the praifgs of 
Chrift. — . : et eae ( es 
Queft. But what bleffednefs is there in this, feeing it 
ts in one thing only? when a man is fick or poor, cah 
- grace refre/h him, can he live by.that? (thus many car- 
- nal hearts think.) nk ence 
Anf. 1. The Lord fhall then take-away all flefhly 
appetites or defires ; for then our bodies fhall be {pi- 
ritual bodiés ; in this life fometimes God takes away 
the ftomacit, when he takes away food. Chrift fore 
got his wearinefs, becaufe he had other bread to eat. 
2. Ic is therefofe bleffednefs, becaufe it 1s in one ; 
there is 
Firft, Trouble in feeking and fetching our comfort 
out of many things. ! 
2. Unfatisfiednefs, becaufe one thing can give no 
-more than it hath ; now all things in this thing are 
there together ; fhe fweet of all creatures, all ordi- 
mances, nay, variety of unknown mercies, (Prov. | 
_ vill. 21.) fhall center here in Chrift Jefus. . 


SECT... VIL. 


Ufe i. OF marvellous confolation to the faints 
of God: Now you have many wants, many forrows, ~ 
“ ‘many temptations, many fins, many cares and fears 

of livelihood ; but the time will fhortly come when 
you fhall be with the Lord alone in communion with 
him; “and fo out of the crowd and prefs of troubles, 
and temptations, and fins, and evils in this world; 
‘that as he himfelf is above all thefe, fo fhall you, 
John xiv. 1, 2, 3- Their hearts were grieved for 
the lofsot Chrift; °* I will come to you, and take 
« you to myfelf, that where I am, there you may. be 
« alfo.;’? fometimes outward loffes and fears trouble 
thee ; fometimes abfence of Chriit from thee troubles. 
thee; hear what the Lord iaith, ‘* Let not your 
«© hearts be troubled ; for the Lord will take youto 
& himfelf again,” John xvi. 22. Chrilf tells apie 
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ss [will fee you again, and your hearts fhall rejoicé ;”’ 
what if he had faid, I will come down from heaven 
to you again? I tell you the Lord will do fo to yau, 
but that he is in a better place preparing it for yous 
and doing better things for you; but he fees you 
for the prefent, and you fhall be with him at laft. 
- ‘The apoftle prays that they might know “ what 
“ is the inheritance of the faints ;” fo I defire of 
the Lord for you, that you may know what it is to 
have communion with Chrift alone; O fee your 
bleffednets,. &c. . , 


“3 het. VET 


or. "Tis communion it fhall be by fight, not chiefly 
by faith, as it is in this world : Many go many miles 
to the fuppofed fepulchre of Chrift, and account their - 
time, though fuperftitioufly, yet happily fpent; O 
but what will it be to fee the Lord himfelf, not as 
he was here in his abafement, but in all-his glory, 
brighter than ten thoufand funs ! now we fee, r Cor. 
xiil. “as in a glafs” where we fee the glory of God 
in the face of Chrift; but then we fhall know as we 
are known; as a child knows not the father, but at 
“ripe years it doth; but as Philip faid to Nathanael, 
who faid, «¢ Can any good come out of Nazareth ?” 
fo can any fuch mercy come from heaven? come 
and fee him of whom all the prophets have {poken 
of ; fo then the Father and Spirit, and faints and an- 
gels will fay; O come in and fee him of whom all 
the prophets have written; come and behold him 
‘that hath fhed his deareft blood for thee, that hath — 
taken thought and care for thee night and day ; that’. 
hath been all thy life interceding forthee; Rev. xxi 
4. “ There you fhall fee his face.” een par TARAS 
2, This communion it fhall be fpiritual and. inward 

with the foul and confcience ; fuppofe the foul fhould 
be with Chrift, and not have fpiritual communion 
with,him, what were it the better! as many had 

: when 
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when Chrift was here in this world, that eat and 
drank in his prefence, and yet are now fhut out: O 
no! the glory, beauty, goodnefs of Chrift is not to 
be feen with bodily eyes, nor tafted, nor handled 
with our carcafes; and hence angels, though in 
heaven with Chrift’s perfon, yet look to the gofpel, 
-to hear, fee, and enjoy the fpiritual excellencies of 
the Lord; hence Simeon when he had Chriit in his 
arms, yet now defires to depart, becaufe he fhould 
then come near him into his {piritual communion ; 
O this the foul fhall have, inward light, love, peace, 
&c. it is Chrift’s great love to live with the foul ;-but 
fo to live with them that are his own, as to live in 
them; O this is exceeding loye, for Chrift to live in 
one that was a dunghil: It comforted the difciples 
when he went away, ‘‘ 1 will fend you the Comfort- 
er;” © but what a bleffednefs will this be, to be- 

with him, and the Comforter in us alfo? hee 
3. It fhall be a full and perfect communion, coms 
municating himfelf out to the utmoit extent of the 
capacities of his people ; for here ‘we have {piritual 
communion, but we fee but little, and know little, 
and receive but little, the firft fruits and taftes of what 
we fhall drink ; but there fully, 2 Thefl-i. 9. °° They 
“ fhall be feparate from the Lord and glory of his 
“ power,’’ i. e. as much as ever the Lord is able to 
fill or load the foul withal, a crown of glory as 
weighty as ever it can bear, it wraps up the heart 
fometimes ; the foul lies down confounded before the. 
- Lord; O that ever the Lord fhould here look upon. 

{uch a one fo vile! much more then fhall there be . 

wonderment ;. he will fet open all his treafury ; “¢ O 
< come take thy fill of love |’’ there he thal! pour out 
all his heart, &Xc. or 
4. It fhall be an exceeding familiar communion : 
When Chrift was here on the earth, we know how 
familiar he was with his poor difciples ; .how one 
leaned on his breaft, could come to him, {peak to 
him, &c. (QO brethren) much more fhall it be 
EE then, 
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‘then, John xxi. 17. “ Touch me not, lL ant’ 
<¢ not afcended;’? as if he fhould fay,, O then 
there fhall be fweet embracings, as Jofeph ‘* that 
«< wept over the neck of Benjamin :”” O the fpiritual 
embracings there? the Lord and Chrift will fay, “I 


’. \ Jove thee dearly.” | 


s. It fhall be an everlafting uninterrupted commu- — 
nion: We have here communion with other crea- 
tures, but they as paflengers will leave us ; we have 
alfo communion with Chrift, but it is mterrupted, 
many clouds come between us and him, but then it 
fhall be everlafting, without any interruption. 1 
Thefl. iv. ult. “© We fhall ever ‘be with the Lord;’ 
hence comes comfort: infinite is the glory of the Lord, 
we cannot fee it ‘nor enjoy it in a fhort time, we have 
no leifure here, nor time enough to fee it: hence we 
fhall be to all eternity beholding and enjoying of it. 

6. A joyful and moft fweet communion, Pfal. xvi. 
ait. ** Filling the heart with unfpeakable peace, be- 
«« lieving ye rejoice with joy full of glory :’? much — 
more than feeling. And three things make it fo. 


5 EICUR, IX. 


.. Firft, Ir will be after many troubles, labours, 
« “and conflicts here in this world: there is not a godly 
heart but hath-his burden, if not of mifery, yet of 
fin’; if not from flefh and blood, yet from hell; and 
~ hhe fears alfo (it may be) that he fhall never come to 
heaven ; now whence this communion mutt be the 
~ more joyful, as Jacob thought that he fhould never 
' fee Jofeph ; and as Ifa. ix. 2, 3. “ Thofe that divide 
« the fpoils, and reap the harveft; then there fhall 
** be:an anfwer to all thy doubts,’”’ &c. 
Secondly, It will be thus becaufe this communion 
fhall be chiefly in fucking out the {weet of all God’s 
love, paft, prefent, and to come, Ephel. iv. g, Pfal- 
xxiv. 26. Love from a friend is fweet, but from a 
God iweeter ; it doth us good to think of their love, 
| | their 
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their honour and refpect to us, much more the Lord’s 
. O this “ will like wine chear the heart,’’ that agche 
~ damned fhall fuck the fierce, wrath of God, O it 
- fhall fting them; fo this e contra, we fhall fee all his 
bowels open. | 
Thirdly, “ The Lord Chrift himfelf fhall rejoice 
“e over the foul, and fo all faints with him,” Luke 
X. 21. ‘And the foul fall fee this, and all faints re- 
joice in its communion. O confider this, and com- 
fort your hearts with this, all ye people of the Lord! 
I only fay as Jofeph, dying, ‘* God will furely ‘vifit 
<* you when I am dead,” Gen. wit. 24. So when 
‘thou art dying, the Lord will furely vifit thee with 
his prefence, and you fhall furely be with him: You 
have been praying for this and hearing, and now and 
then you talte a little, but think it is too good to be 
true; yetif Chrift be bleffed thou fhalt at laft, thou 
- fhalt hot mifs (though thou find but little of him here, 
and walk in the dark) of being with him for ever 3 
God hides his face from fome of you, and you mourn, 
though the world rejoiceth ; but happy art thou, for 
<¢ thy mourning fhall be turned into joy.” 


$.EsC 2s &. ' 


Ue 2. LO mourn for our ftrangenefs now to Je: 
fus Chrift, and our diftances from the Lord Jefus ; 
may not the Lord take up that fpeech as to Philip, 
< Have I been fo long with thee, and haft thou not 
< known me?’ So hath Chrift been fo long with 
thee, and fhalt thou be for ever with him, and -yet 
— doft not know him? See lo 

There are five things that are ever conjoined with 
a near communion with Chri. 
ee hate Knowledge of him ; alas, how little do we 
~ eonceive ofithe Lord!) 7) tere 

Secondly; Perfuafion of his love and faithfulnels ; 
alas, we have little affurance of him,: Pfal. ix. 
- «Thirdly, Love to batalla and the more in 


od 
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it the foul is, the more defirous it is of it: O but the | 
wearinefs of being with him that we have! no oftner’ 
are we with him now.than needs muft, but hereafter. 


‘it’ fhall be otherwife. 


Fourthly, Likenefs to him in his virtues, as Mofes 
comes -fhining’ down ; a man imitates them-whofe 
fellowfhip he loves in all their imitable excellen- 
cies. Alas! how unlike to him now are we, to what 
fhall- be ? | i. ety 
Fifthly, A daily opening of, and bemoaning daily 
evils to him; O it eafeth the heart; if a manis gone. 
from his friend, yet troubles will fetch him in again ; 
but we pour’not out our fouls thus to him; hence he | 
pours not out his blood into our fouls to heal us; O 
may we not take up that complaint of Agur, Prov. 
xxx. that ‘* we are more foolith than af man!” fpeak- 
ing of Chrift; O therefore mourn for if4 3° Davids 
** when God hid his face for a little time, was troub- 
es led.’? x = R : 
It was the complaint of the prophet of evil men, 
** that in their eyes he was reje@ed and defpifed,.and 
*s we hide -our faces from him.’” Let the world do 
fo, will you do fo alfo ? it fhould not trouble fo much 
that he hides his face from you, as that you have 
from him. 
When David turned afide to Bathfheba, the pro- 
phet comes and tells him, ** 1 anointed the king, 


and delivered thee out of the hands of Saul, and 


“‘ gave thee thy mafters wives, and more alfo, now 
** wherefore haft thou defpifed the Lord? the {word 


-“ fhall not depart ;” O ‘faith he) * T have finned a- 


* gainft the Lord;” fo fay 1 to you: if the Lord 
had never made known himfelf to thee, it had been - 
another matter; but ‘the Lord hath delivered thy. 
“foul from hell, thy eyes from tears 3”? the Lord 
hath anointed thee to partake of the glory of Chrift, 
the Lord hath given himfelf to thee, and faith, fuck: 
my blood, take my life, and more I would haye give 
en 3 and halt thow logked after Bathfheba, other lov- 
tin 


TEN VIRGINS. 229 
ers, and “% defpife the Lord?” O fay, “I have fin. 
“© ned,” and mourn for it, 2 Sam. xii. 9. 

There are’two evils in this 1. ‘* Forfaking thy 
_** own good, nay bleflednefs,”? Jonah ii. 8. own 
mercies. Ai : 
g, “It is defpifing the Lord and his fellowship for 
** other things,”’ bafe things; that whereas you fhall 
be forever beholding of him hereafter, yet you fhould 
_ proclaim him not to be worth looking on now. 
Odjed?. But I would have féllowfhip with the Lord, 
and he willnot. 3 vee 
Anf. Firft, Never did any defire thy fellowfhip fo 
much as the Lord when he wants it. . 
, Secondly, Not love it, and glad of.it when he had 
its ‘ 
‘Thirdly, Nor mourn and lament more when he 
wants it, as Jer. ii. 2, 5. God pleads for it. 5 
Fourthly, He calls to the heavens: Jer. ii. 10, 11. | 
« Did ever nation deal thus with idols!” If this will 
not break thine heart for ftrangenefs, I know not what | 
will do it: it is your fin that breaks off communion, _ 
not the Lord’s unwillingnefs. 


SPAT RE 


Use 3. HENCE fee the exceeding great worth and. 
excellency of Jefus Chrift; and learn hence to efteem 
a tight of him; there is no bleffednefs in the fruition 
of all the creatures together; good there is, but not 
blefiednefs ; or if there-were, yet it lies in many things ; 
no one thing, nor twenty bleflings can make bleffed 5. 


and it is but a broken bleffednefs in divers pieces; or 


if there were a kind of bleffednefs to be found in one, 
yet it is not a lafting bleffednefs, it is fo but for a time, 
and fo the lofs of it at laft will trouble us more than. 
the having of it for a time. r Gee ts 

- But as he faith, “ In him is light and no darknefs ;” 
bleflednefs, and no milery ; peace, and no trouble ; 
fulnefs and no want; beauty, glory, and no alanis ; 

‘ : ife, 


~ 
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life, and no death; pure, dear, infinite love, and no 
anger ; and it is in him alone, Pfal cxlviii. 13. ‘ His 
<¢ name alone is excellent ;”” all our glory and the glo- 
ry of God alfo is met together in him, all things in” 
one thing ; whatever good there is in other things, it 
3s borrowed from him; bafe beggarly things; but the 
fulnefs and plenty of all is in the Lord, fo that we thall 
not need to cumber ourfelves about unneceflary things; 
we need not a, candle when the fun fhines: and our 
laft bleffednefs is here; when every thing elfe will 
make them wings to haften from us, this will conti- 
nue and laft ; when all our veffels we are tofled in here 
are funk, and where our entertainment hath been very 
‘good, yet the fhore finks not, it is above over-whelm- 
ings; here alone we are fafe. ae 
However the world fees not this, becaufe their blef- 
fednefs lies in preferving themfelves by creatures, from 
feeling that mifery which lies upon them now, as alfo 
becaule they fhall never fhare in it, yet the faints have 
been exceedingly taken with this.that ‘ David ac- 
<< counted them blefled that might dwell in his courts’” 
in this world; Solomon was blefled that might but 
wait at wifdom’s gates, and fo be ready to be received 
when they be opened; “ Abraham rejoiced to fee 
<* Chrift’s day afar off ; Mofes efteemed the reproach 
“of Chrift great riches ;’’. what did he then efteem 
of the prefence of Chrift here! but what in glory! 
_ Think of this, you that fay you cannot find in your 
hearts to efteem of the Lord Jefus; efpecially let him 
be precious to you, you efpoufed of the Lord; for 
others may fay he is precious, but I fhall never enter 
into this fellowfhip: No, no, but you thall, but he 
will take you to fellowfhip with himfelf: it was a 
great favour to Mofes, Exod. xxiv. 1, 2. when others 
might come towards the Lord, yet Mofes alone might 
only come near; * and he was in the’ Mount alone 
“ with God ;” fo that the Lord fhould let others come 
towards him; but that you alone above many thou- 
fands in the world may be fuifered to draw near to 
. him, 
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him, this fhould make the Lord dear to you at leaft. 
Lev. xiii. 46. “The leper was to dwell alone without,” 
the Lord might have dealt fo with thee; but wher 
thou wert vile indeed, and moft vile, nay when thou 
didft feparate thyfelf from thyfelf, then for the Lord 
to come near thee, and (as if thou couldft never be } 
near enough) to manifeft himfelf alone to thee forever 
in glory ! when David found out Mephibofheth (faith 
he) “* What am I a dead dog that I fhould fit at the 
< king’s table!” 2 Sam. ix. 7, 8. It was a great fa- 
vour to Chrift himfelf, that when rejected of men, yet 
that he was chofen of God and precious, and taken 
up to him ; it may be thou thinkett thyfelf unworthy 
of the fellowfhip of any man, and men do, or men 
may reject thee ; yet for the Lord now to receive thee, 
it is much; but whereas thou wert not only rejected 
of men, but of God alfo, Ifa. liv. 6. now for Chrift 
to take thee to him; that as he lies in the Father’s 
bofom, becaufe thou couldft not for fin immediately 
lie there, he fhould lay thee in his bofom, and fay, 
“ Father love this foul as thou haft loved me:” be- 
fides, the Father took Chrift becaufe he had worth ; 
but for Chrift to take thee when thou hadift no worthi- 
nefs! for one to take drofs and prize it when others 
caft it way, itis much; it is no wonder if pearls be 
fo efteemed of, but for dirt to be prized ! O therefore 
let the Lord be precious, and his fellowfhip preci- 
ous to thee, feeing thou and thy fellowfhip is fo to 
him. . 
Objet. But I cannot believe it, why fhould the” 
Lord do fo? ; : we 

Anf. \t is hard to believe it when we look upon our 
own. vilenefs ; but confider the reafon why the Lord 
doth this; it is not becaufe he loves any for flefhly 

-_ refpects as we do; but a 

__, Firft, Becaufe of his own grace and glory; the 

‘believer is infinitely beloved of him, without moving 
“him thereunto ; and hence if his grace be po we 
; . ; | Meee OAT 
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- dear to him, and his glory dear to him, thou art fo: 
to him. : : TAS 

-. Secondly, Chrift loves not firft becaufe men are 
holy, but that he may make them fo. __ 


Thirdly, He loves becaufe the Father loves them. 


: pai 3 debts CRA BBLS TS eid Sats? hb Wana 
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HENCE learnto be content with the Lordialone, 
Heb:.iv. 9. ‘ There is a reft;’’ hence labour .to 
enter ,into.it ; fo if he will have reft and bleflednefs 
hereafter, that you fhall be contént and for everiglad 
in him and with him alone, O labour to poflefs this 
bleflednefs now: You are in your worft condition 
now, your belt is behind ; fhall the bleflednefs of thy 
beft.condition, not be bleflednefs in thy worft condi 
tiom unto thee? fhall that which fatisfies thy foul in 
heaven, not fatisfy thy foul here? Mofes, Deut. 
_xxxii..ag. reckons this as the happine(s of Ifrael, viz. 
‘© That. God alone did lead them when they werean. 
“a wildernefs,” a land of drought, and pits, and 

swants, and the fhadow of death, fo Chrift now. i¢ 
Solomon reckons it as one part of his folly, mad- 
nefs.and vanity, when he forfook the Lord in his de- 
generate condition, Eccl. ii. 3. ‘‘ That he gave up his 
** heart to vanity, and to wifdom alfo;’’ as if that ~ 
was not fufficient alone. ; | ese 
Men are not contented with the Lord alone; So- 
fomon, as you heard, was gone, whom God appeared 
twice unto ; David’s heart was forely aflaulted, Pfal. 
 Ixxiii: until he went into the fan@tuary of God, and | 
then faith he, “* whom have I in earth but thee °”’ 
but as for others they are far from this; and hence — 
come the many murmurings and finkings of hearty. 
why do not men fink and drown? becaufe they are 
not in the ark or fhip, and ftay there alone; fo it 
Ashere, Pfal. xvi. 4. ‘¢ Their fornows are»multi- 
** plied,”? &c, sub 
ot SECT. 
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SECT Xiu, 


LaBour for this contentednels in fpirit, in four 
cafes ¢fpecially, wherein the heart is apt to withdraw. 
from the Lord. — 7 eo 
~ Firft, In cafe the Lord takes away the deareft, nay, 
all outward bleflings from us; men can rub it out 
with quietnefs of f{pirit, when fome of their money 
loofe in their pockets is loft; but when their jewels 
are loft, their deareft bleflings fingled cut, wife, huf- 
‘band, children, then as Jonah, the foul is almoft 
angry with God, ‘* when his gourd is fmitten:” 1 
--Theff. iv. 13. ** Without hopes ;’? again fome can 
tub this out till they comé to part with all; when 
fome of our boughs are cut and branches lopt, we 
can be content ; but to have our top boughs cut off, 
and to ftrike at the root too, that we fhould remain 
as withered dry trees, this can hardly be born: Men 
can be content to follow Chrift, if they may carry 
fomething on their backs befide the crofs ; fome can 
endure any thing but poverty, becaufe covetous; o- 
thers any thing but difgrace, becaufe proud ; if fome- 
thing or many things be caft over board ina ftorm, 
men can be fometimes contented therewith, if fome- 
thing efcapes ; but when there is.a wreck of all, now 
to be content is as hard as to walk upon the waters, 
Ifrael, when they be fed and led by God, all was ftill ; 
but when they want bread and water, then they 
murmur, and alfo queftion, Exod. xvii. 7. ‘ Is God 
“ among us now?” And truly it would break one’s 
heart to fee what finkings of heart there be among 
us (the fruits of extreme pride and Chriflef{nefs) 
and what vexations men are to thenifelves, that men 
are become devils to themfelves, their own tormen- 
tors; what cares, fears, griefs, loffes, decays, that 
their heads are dawled, and their memories loft, and 
their hearts funk, and their countenances altered, 
and the ordinances comfortlefs, and themfelves heart- 
Ce lels, 


Mo 
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lefs, and pining away in their iniquities becanfe of 


outward forrows : O'confider, either thou fhalt fhort-" 


ly be with the Lord, or not ; if not, there is caufe of 
mourning: © to go home and fee Abraham, Taac, 
and Jacob in God’s kingdom, and thyfelf fhut out, it 
were a lamentable thing indeed; but if it be others 
wife with thee, © confider thou fhalt be happy enough 
without thefe things in heaven ; and therefore tho” 
thefe things be loft, thou fhalt not lofe one jot of thy 
happinefs : A man that is bleffed with blefiednefs it- 
felf, and yet funk, either fhould fay Chrift is not 
bieffednefs, or elfe recover. _ As 
Object. O but though I have loft my eftate, yet that 
doth not fo much trouble me, as to have loft friends 
and’ their love! : ; ee Wide 
“nf. And what if thou haft loft thy life, and thy 
body were rent from thy foul, if that goes. to the 
Lord! Heb. xi. “ They were fawn afunder.” It 
may be thy heart hath gone from Chrift; O there- 
fore return! for it may be this is God’s end, and me- 
thinks this fhould make you conrent with any crofs, 
thou ‘art not near enough to the Lord, O therefore 
you poor faints, be not in heavinefs by many temp- 
tations ; the Lord doth it to try your faith ; can you 
be content with him alone? It was Juftin Martyr’s 
“fpeech, “ Nothing elfe to care for.” ivi 
Secondly, In cafe the Lord makes outward peace | 
and bleflings to abound upon you, fet not now your 
hearts upon thefe things ; fometimes when miferies 
abound, and there are wrecks of all, now the foul is 
glac to ftand upon the rock to, fave its life, Pfal. 
Ixxviii. 35. “ When he fmote them, they then re- 
«* membered God was their rock;’? but when the 
Lord begins to fill the foul with outward bleffings, it 
is then exceeding hard not to lodge them in the 
Lord’s own room and habitation) for. himfelf, and 
_ “ the Lord is forgotten and forfaken alfo,”’ Jer. ii. 
“ at, 25 3545 5. spe ce . : 
_* But when thefe things are removed, or with you 
~~ €one 


& 
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continued, yet let your hearts {till be kept for the 
Lord ; for if thefe things were neceflary, you fhould > 
Lae i in heaven; but there is no need of them 
‘th re, but only of the Lord. ‘Pfal. xvii. w/t. It was 
David's prayer that ‘* he might be delivered from the 
men who had their portion in this world; but I 
_.€ fhall behold ‘thy face, © and therewith be’ fatisfied 
*¢ when Lawake 5” i. @ fome outward troubles now 


‘made him heavy, ‘that ‘he flept' the fleep of death, 


> faith Cals in, but then he fhould ‘be fatisfied 5 it was 
‘David’s argument to prove his faith, Pfal. xvi. 
S65, The Lord is the portion of my lot and cup” not 
his crown nor kingdom ; 1 Cor. vii. 30. Paul mixes 
this with his counfels, “‘ Ufe the world as if you ul- 
ed it not, poffefs as if you pofleffed not, for the 
a fathion of it paffeth away.’”’ he love of Chritt 
“fweetens thefe things; may, the {weet of them. as 
Chrift’s ; he lets into them his love and his fweetnefs, 
&c. O the peace that comes by this means, when 
“as no outward evil detracts, and no outward good 
thing adds to your bleffednefs ! It-is fo in itfelf ;-O. 
~ that it were foindeed unto you, Pfal. xxiii. * 
“Thirdly, In cafe the foul comforts itlelf in hopes 
and defires after good things to come in this world 5 
* for fometimes that which fils the heart, is not things 
prefent ; a man finds a bottom here, but he looks © 
for things to come, and fo launcheth out his heart 
_ in the deep, lets the reins of his heart go {trongly: 
after things to come, and fo the Lotd alone doth 
1 not quiet him; many men’s bleffednefs here is Ima- 
“ginary, and chiefly becaufe of that which is to Come. 
cig et confider when it will be found to be bleffednefs 
- to enjoy the Lord alone, without hope or defire. of. 
“any good elfe to come, thy foul fhall fay, “ Letime 
» %e ever fee and love this God, and none elfe.’’ It 
~ ‘was the {weet affection of Paul, “ I defire much to 
"6 be with Chrift ;’. he. did not defire-thefe things, 
po not body, not life; nothing elfe but to be with 
“him; and that not faintly, but earneftly, 2°Cor-. v- 
HOS G g2 Be 
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1. becaufe * he was now : fent from the Lord ;”, Q) 


the finful lafts of men! n en think themfelyes. mife-. 


rable if they be not fatisfied ; and they are not fatis-. 
fied becaufe Chrift is*not enough ae 59s DUES 
know it; ‘he willbe fo: fhortly, foul-fatisfying bleffed- 7 
nefs ‘to his'people: And this I add, the way to have 
all-defires \fatisfied, is to enjoy in Chrift alone, Pfal.. | 
XRAVUNGL NI NEYOTT "siadhic: & aati of Ol HSIAO” 
Fourthly, ‘Tn cafe of ‘all fpiritual wants; for this. . 
troubles’ the heart above any other thing ; thou faye . 
thou haft fuch wants and ‘fuch fins ; O but remem. 
ber this;: thou {halt have thy fill of him hereafter ; 
he is abfent now, but thou fhalt be with him; he - 
hides his face now, but he’ will arife upon thee, and. 
never) fet more, ‘and’ will fupply all thy wants. 
Thus: the apoftle “perfuades to love the Acriptures. . 
though’ they gave but a little light, and they,.were |. ; 
in datknefs,  watil ‘this day-ftar arofe; fo then. © 


all darknefs fhall be abolifhed ; fo the faints com- 

plains; odfoa'Son,'why fo. unlike Chrift?. yet re-,,4 

member,0“vWhen he appears we fhall be like him gaaay 

Y Johar figs TofS i} yt POO ay PNM iome crake ae 
Object. “But thefe things are to come, how can I 

be content now?) — RAPE Si area eS 
Anf.-. Carnal hearts feed themfelves chiefly with .. 


hopes,and falfe hopes of bafe things to come; why. 
will:mot you now with this? Rom. V2 ny “ We res |, 
** joice in hope; and’ live DY NODE ys cea take ee 5 
2. Faith makes things abfent prefent, Heb. xi. 13. 
‘* ‘They faw the promifes afar off, and were perfuaded 
** and embraced them ;’? fo do you, and the Lord in 
them here; but the fruition and pofleflion of thofe; 
things promifed Wing ret 6 28 Mei Ninh ideal Mt ala 
3.0 hough there is not' perfect and full fruition, pf iw 
the Lord here, \yerit is in’ part ‘Rete, which fives uns», i 
oe een nas KEY «They need not.the ... 
¢ fun,ebutb chal Lane eollaate AIA Pee a eon ae 
lal sexiivvalyd ont Sushda bak ose ae sensi 
xa : QELIIRIT 2°? DNS .srcol eS OB 90 
4. ‘What though the? Lord’ keeps thee fhort, yet. » 
oF GS 208 OQ). DINGS HOW for’ } 
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for his fake be content while he keeps thee in want; ! 
there is not a crofs but the Lord faith, For my fake 


bear it; nor a denial of any mercy, nor a putting by 


any’ prayer, ‘but Chrift faith, For. my. fake be» 
conte wt’ with’ ‘it, as they Pfal. xliv. 22. and:be con. 
tent a little while ; glory is not yet ready for thee, ~ 


nor thou for it; now let this prevail with you; be = 


content to be afflicted, buffeted, forfaken ; quieting 


the heart with this, ‘I fhall one day be with the © 


¢ Lord ;’? Chrift was thus for thee. . 


And'as for you that never had heart to receives 
Chrift yet, O that this thing might make yourshearts | 


come off from all creatures to him; Ifa. lv..3..«¢ Why ~ 


© fpend*you your money for no bread, and for that: 


¢¢ which fatisfies not,’’ and for that which continues 


4 


not; what though you lofe by parting with your lufts,. |) 


all comforts, friends, favour of men, gain? thou-fhalt © 


find all thefe in him; lofe him, and thou canftinot \« 


find 'thefe in them: O but this you will not come tos 
‘but®yet remember, Pfal. Ixxxi. 11. Heb. v. 9. ando‘ 


therefore is there any foul here that as Hannah was 
praying for a child, fo you for Chrift alone? I offer 
thee Chrift; in the name of the Lord take him; 
thou canft not exalt Chrift more by any act than by 


te 


taking him; and therefore, as her’s, fo let thy: hearty: 


’ go hottie quieted, mourn no more, and let it ever bear 


up thy heart, as the ark above all waters, that thous 
art fhipt fafe in him, : 
ae © ane Sts Yiis 
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now as you can be in this world ; be as much alone 


with him’ ‘as you can; there will be,a very near con- ~ 


junétion and communion between you and Chrift a... 
nother ‘day ; ‘and herein alone lies your, bleffednefs ; 
LS ee eae ae ce q : ; q 
you aré Yet in your race, and abfent from home ;:yet 


be as near home, and “ reaching. after.the) prize/of .» 


« you? high'talling ;” when David could not come is : 
li hess the 


Ufe | bs O Therefore be as near the Lord Jefus. 


af 
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the temple, yet his heart was as near it-as it. could ; 
the would be coming after it, and accounting them 
happy that might be ‘near, even the very {wallows. 
That is the nature of love, where it cannot go, at 
will creep; it will be as near the thing beloved as it 
can: So here. Dou See eae DE see 
The faints, when they were caft from the temple, 
when they could not go to it, yet they would look 
towards, and pray towards it 5 Daniel, did it though 
he died for it; Jonah, though difcouraged, and 
_thought-he fhould never come there, but be cait out 
of God’s fight. =e 
‘Jacob and Jofeph, though they might have had 
honourable burial elfewhere, yet fuch was not only: 
their faith in the promife, but their love to the dand 
of promife, where they knew God intended his pre: ~ 
fence, that their very bones muft lie there, Heb, xi. 
22. when they could not live there, their very cat- 
cafes fhall lie there. nn ay 
This was the power of the timorous faith of Jofeph 
and Nicodemus:(when they had loft the life of Chrilt, 
‘and Chrift was departed) yet they loved and begged 
the dead body of Jefus; fo though you have neglect- 
“ed the Lord, yet now be as near the Lord as you 
can; Chrift himfelf, when he was to depart from his. 
people, yet he would:be as near to his as he could ; 
hence he fends the Comforter ; O fo be you towards 
him ! I know his love to us exceeds ours to him ; but 
there is no reafon why it fhould, for we are vile ; 
there is reafon ours fhould exceed, for he is worthy: 
‘this is the honour of the faints, ‘ to be a people near 
“to him;’’ as it is the curfe; and fhame, and mifery 
of all the world to be far from him. 
‘Men’s hearts lie further out from Chrift than we 
are aware of; fome {tars feem to be within a hand’s 
breadth of the moon, when they are indeed far off, 
becaufe of our weaknefs not able to judge of things 
at that diftance; fo it is.with many ; nay, many of 


> 
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God’s own people are far off, or not near enough to - 


the Lord: And hence come 

- Firft; All afflictions for the moft part; why are 
they fent but to'fetch you in from your frayings ? 
hence Pfalv xxiii. 4. * tbe rod of God. comforted 
s¢ Pavid.”*’ ! eek SOL Liga bey 
' Secondly, Hence comes your fleeping in your ftray- 
ings from God, as Jonali that went away from the 
prefence of the Lord, and the Lord let him alone for 
atime; } know there are daily ftrayings ; but to le 
and live in them not lamented, this argues your hearts 
are goné; arid lie-out from the Lord, at leaft tor a time. 


Queft. HOW oould we be near unto the Lord?., 
“if. In four particulars. me 
~ Firtt, Be near to him in his providences ;. the 
Lord is ex¢eeding near to all men thus, Aéts xvi. 275 
+8. “in bim we live and move,’’ as the beam is in 


‘the fun, fo as he may be felt ; it is wonderful to think | 


how near the Lord is to men, not only by the imme- 


‘diatenefs of his virtue, but of his perfon; yet they . 


are fat from the Lord, and men are to feek for him 
hence ver. 30; 31. he perfuades unto that, efpecially 
to be near God, not only as a creator, but as a medt« 
ator, by whom’ the affairs of all the family in heaven 
‘and’ earth”are ordéred. v i | 

Uc @ ‘therefore feek him till you come fo near as to 
fee him’and find him ‘here ; David faw this really, 
dnd that’ in times of peace, when he had fat paftures 
‘and fill cups, Pial. xxiit. he faw the Lord as his fhep- 
‘herd, Jolin xi. who is known of his, feeding, lead- 


ing, rettoring, comforting by rods, adhering to him . 


2st inthe valley of the thadow of deaths” and,then — 


‘for outward’ things, furnifhing his. table, anointing” 


his Readpgiving neceflities and fuperfluities ; he look- 
ved not only’on fecond caulesy but faw God as really 


\dbingeall thele, as carnal men fee fecond.caules doing ' 


thele: 


2 
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thefe: Nay, he fo fees the Lord, as that he falls a” 
wondering :, and indeed the Lord is.never feen in his _ 
providences till then; as Manoah “ faw the angeldo 
‘* wonderoufly,” Judg. xiii. 19. Pfal. cxxxix: 14+ 
*¢ Marvellous are thy works,” ver. 17, 18. ‘* How 
“6 precious are thy thoughts!” he faw from the 
Lord’s works, and gathered an idea of the thoughts 
of God; fo fhould we;, and hence “when he did a- \ 
“wake, he was ftill with the Lord;” the firft thing 
that.appeared was the Lord, Pfal. Ixxili. 23, 24, 25. . 

. To the beafts the Lord is near, but they cannot re-= 
fiect upon their own actions, much lefs upon the 
Lord; the Heathens may fee we are God’s off-{pring, 
and fee God as a creator at fome times ; but let them 
that profefs Chrift, fee and find out Chrift as Medias 
tor; as Mofes that defired to fee the Lord pafling by 
‘him, whom he had feen a little before ; truly the Lord’ 
not only paffeth by you, but is with you proclaiming 
his name by the voice of his providence toward you, 
patience, pity, love, truth, wifdom; and yet truly this 
is‘very difficult and hard to fee. pele 
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MEN fee not Jefus Chrift; Firft, becaufe fecond’ 
caufes feem to work all; this eftate my friends gave 
me, or my labour got me ;. this houfe the carpenter 
built for me;.thefe provifions my money bought for 
me; and fo the creatures like broad leaves hide ‘the 
boughs of the glory of the God in Chrift on which © 
they grow, and are opake and denfe, and not tran- 
fparent, through which the foul may fee the glory of 
God abroad. | : Sree cube ea 
Secondly, Becaufe men have fo many bufineffes’ 
and ‘cares that. they cannot have leifure really to fee’ 
the Lord. ) math wees Ms 4 
Thirdly, Becaufe there is a malice in all men’s’ 
*hearts naturally which fuffocates all that which may 
be Known of him, Rom, i. 28. *' They delighted not 
‘bok ba E yo : ?3 EtG t 
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_** to retain God in their knowledge ;*’ the works of 
God grow vile and fordid through their. commonnefs 
toythem. 4" ! Pye 
 -Fourthly, Becaufe men can live well enough with- 
out him;,hence like a child at nurfe, that forgets 
friends and home becaufe it is well enough without 
them ; thus men’s minds are not fed with the thoughts 
of him, Jer. ii. 6. 4 of 
Fitthly, Becaufe nature never heard of a:mediator 
governing all their lives, and comforts, and all ; they 
fee not all given them by the almighty hand of Chrift, 
** who hath all power given him in heaven and earth,’ 
and who muft reign not only over friends) till they alt 
are gathered, but over his enemies alfo till they are. 
fubdued, and to queftion this is to queltion Chrift’s: 
fitting at God’s right hand. He is owner of.all, and 
-difpofer of all to the leaft growth of thy ftature, and 
the moft carelefs fall of the leaft hair; to: do;not 
only the greateft, but the meaneft offices of love for 
-thee. i . pees 
- You fay indeed you believe all is from Chrift; O 
but you. fee it not ; come near therefore and fee the 
Lord; Deut. viii. 9. they were forty years a learning 
that man lives not by bread, nor is warmed by clothes, 
&c. and though they had marvellous wondrous works, 
yet Deut. xxix. ‘* To this day the Lord hath not gi> . 
“ yen you eyes to fee.” ce 
_O therefore labour to fee who it is that nurfes you, 
guides you, tends you, leads you, teacheth you, days 
ou down, and takes you up, and lets the. works of 
Chrift raife up your minds to the thoughts of Chrifk 
in beaven, remembring thee in his kingdom of glory, 
who might forget, thee ; and the poorer and |fmaller 
' the mercy is, the more do thou wonderthat he fhould — 
therein be.a fervant unto thee ; fee all bleflings grow- 
ing upon. this tree, feated in the midit of God’s, pa- 
radife, Rév, xxit. 3, 4. though thou layeft thy head 
with Jacob upon flones, and forrows, yet fee ‘this 
ladder of the Lord’s providence towards thee ; com- 
Heh non 
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mon bleflings fometimes defcending; fometimes takeii 
out of thy hand and afcending, andthe angels of 
God with thee, miniftring to thee; but the Lord at: 
the top of them; the Lord his care, his love, in all; 
and let not this be a dream, but a reality to you. “ft 
is a wonderful. fin to be thus unmindful of Chri. 
1. Becaufe hence 4 whoring trom Chrift arifeth, 

Hof. ii. 8. Judg. ii. 12. efpecially in times of peace. 

2. Hence the Lord is forced to hedge your way 
with thorns, and to bring you to extremity of trou- 
bles, that you may fee the Lord, fa. xl. 47,18. may 
fometime to bring ruin, Ha. v. 125 £3. - it 

_ And truly, as it is a-great fin, fo it is a very great . 
fhame, Ha. i. 2. ‘©The ox knows his owner ;”’ as the 
Lord the owner of you, and do you net know him, 
when he comes by you, and to you, provides for . 
you? Itis a worfe thing, faith Chryfoftom, to be com: 
pared to a beaft than to be fo... To let many days and 
itreams of goodnels pafs by you, and yet not to take 
any notice, and ftill to be fo far from the Lordi: f, 
know in heaven this is perfected, and then comes .ac- 
knowledgment of the Son of God; but here -you 
may be near him; I think unlefs the Lord did defcend 
in cloudy pillars, and of fire, fome men would never 
’ fee him. aise AE Rs | 
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Secondly, PE near him in his promifes; for Chra? 
is Near to us here alfo, Rom.x.-8. ‘ the word. of 
*daith is nigh thee; fo that you need not afcend to. 
“ bring Chrift down from heaven,” &c. .. When:pa- 
rents are dead and gone, children will then fearch-out 
their laft will and teftament, and \preferve that, and — 
keep that nearsthemss 91! 46) shighot@ or tet nose ~ 

 Chrift draws near to his people; 1. In his promi-_ 
fes, according to his thoughts of them. eo oe 
_ 2. In his performances, joining the foul immediate- 
ly to himielf, and filling it with -himfelf ; this we-can- 

by not 
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not enjoy yet, the Lord lays it up in‘his promife, 
which they have in heu of the performance: O draw 
near not to-words and fyllables, but to the Lord there, 
apprehend him there; as it is with the attributes of 


- God, his glory cannot be comprehended by us ; hence 


he manifelts himfelf there according to our capacity, 
God manifefting himfelf feverally ; fo in promifes we 
cannot compréhend Chrift as yet; hence Chrift ma- 
nifefts himfelf in his glory, in feveral promifes; © 
embrace him there; Heb. xi. 6. It is not faid shat 
* Abraham and Jacob were heirs of Canaan” but 
<‘ heirs of the promife,” and ‘ Sarah firft received 
«her fon in the promife,” fo do you embr.ce Chri 
in the wombsand bowels of the promifes; we live by 


~ faith in this life; and hence all our enjoyment of Chritt 


is firftin the promife. ——- : ‘ 
. Firft, Labour to draw near unto,!and enjoy the 
Lord Jefus by the promife. = 
“Secondly, Labour to enjoy him in the promife. 
-Firft, By the promife or by means of it; all that 
which the Lord conveys to his, is not by mere pro- 


vidence but by promife, Pfal xxv. 10. He was free » 


before their calling, but now he hath bound himfelt 
by an eternal covenant, to be all, and do all for them, 
Gen. xvii. 1. fo that the faints may and fhould bring 
all their empty pitchers to the wells of the promife, 


‘Wa. xii.3. ‘‘ and draw out of thofe breafts,”’ and get 


Chrift fefus’ Spirit in your hearts by them ; now fome 
thiak the promife is not theirs, hence they go not tlii- 
ther for fpiritual refrefhments, or at leaft, they 1&t o- 


ther things come by providence, efpecially common + 


blefiings, without going to the promife for their daily 


‘pread, or looking to the promife out of whofe bowels 
they are’begot, Heb. xiii. 5; 6. the apoftle there fends - 
them to the promife. Or elfe they ufenot the means, 


or faint in the ufe of it; whereby they come to enjoy 
the Lord by his promife, and that is reftlefs wreftling 


‘with Chritt by prayer for ity; Geniixkxii. 12. Thou 


<foidtty Twill furely do thee good 3’’s he might have 
wm “ Hha2 {aid 


¢ 
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faid, | ‘< | have,a)promife,, what need I pray’? (orihe 
might have faidgy Sh had..a,promife of fate convoy, 
“but now, I fee the, Lord is,coming out,to breakeat 5” 
and fo he might jhave) perifhed ;, yet, he prays, vand 
“wreltles, acknowiedging, himfelf, unwerthy, of ‘all the - 
‘truth, ey So Neh... 8,/ Men-have fo little of Chrift 
‘becaule, fo. little of the Spirit.of prayer, prefling: Godis 
promife; thou, haftya barren, empty, weak heart, .be- 
aule the promile i is not improved as it fhould besisit 
Secondly, Labour to enjoy him. in the: promife,; 
“Yometimes the foul hath;.a promife: fair, sand: on 
and finds not; now ‘the heart goes on to feek 
“but is ex ceeding cunbelieving,, or fad and troubled 
while it doth not feel; and unthankful alfo, and ac- 
counts itfelf miferable, while it wants; andi fo doth not © 
| glory i in, the Lord, and_his. fulnefs,qwhich is> hisnin 
athe promife, unlels: he feels the:good comerom:the 
‘promife ; ; like a man. that doth. not,accoant himfelt 
rich while he hath icin his treafure,a moft fafe and 
~. fure place where it: is kept for him, unlefsifie gets a 
little out of it into his pockets ; and fears he fhall be 
dain with thirft, though. he ftands by the: fpringiand 
that, be full, if his difh be empty ; O this is. wile, Heb, 
x beed" Thefe, received not the promife,” 2, e.ithings 
promifed, yet, faw them, believed, and.embraced 
ihemy,é 640, the promife, You fay youare finful;. 
and born, down by your diftempers, .and) bafe,; and 
poons 1 fay, you have power and.wictory over allsfin 
and mil ery, and, have eternal glory) already: inh the 
promife.;. ‘only here is thy wound, .you:.think you 
want it, becaule,, you haye it not cilieenll the prorbiles 
though yo uhavevit in: the. {waddling, clouts of thé 
promife. lapt, up there ;, and, by means «of this finful 
diftemper of heart.you partake not of Ghriftjbecaufe | 
you. apprehend, not, your exceeding greatrichesyin 
a promile,.. 2, Pete d 2. 32) Sae 4xa. gals ShcGod 
‘made, an everlafting covenants! i thise is call bisides 
Ag Jweet wy as .Dayid’s. fpirit,.2 Samy vii 22. 4* Who 
“28 dike fo; thee,” when he had. no, accomplithment 
ej of 


\> 
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sof the promife; O fo do you ‘fay,’ Heb. vi 1. 
-** The Lord hath appointed we fhould have ftrong 
'* confolation,” by promiife and oath, not by dreams ; 
it-was the complaint of Chrift, “Unlefs you fee figns 
off'and ‘wonders you will not believe ;’? fo you call in 
iqueftion, like Thomas, unlefs you feel ; ‘O clofe with 
sthe:promife, keep it as moft precious ; and thén Pfal. 
-xkyii ro. -he faith not to them that keep their cove. 
nants or their feelings, but ‘* his covenant “as theit 
<“Siportion,”’ and get the Lord to undertake to 
cKeep it for them, and’ fo make fure. °° 1"! 70! 


Foes 
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SDS - , Obb. 4 ; i; & i} } = a Vu 
cor gid, ABOUR to be near the’ Lord! in all his’or- 
sdinances alfo, “both privately and publicly, for there 
is his’ prefence, Ezek. w/t. wit.’ Pal. xxvi .8. he tot 
jonly loved Chrift’s préfence, but the place where'it 
hwas ; it was an atgument of his integrity, Pfal cii, 
47.0% They did love the duft of Sion ;” never think 
there is a time of mercy till then. Perey 
besBei-with him in fecret as oft as you can, 
prayer, meditation, daily calling your hearts to’ an 
account; time: hath been’ that you have been fo, 
when in affli@ion, or at firft converfion ; but now 
twenty hindrances ; and now you cannot only ne- 
glect, but think you have reafon fo to do; there have 
beeli‘tears, and prayers, and thoughts, and preflings 
hardcafterthe Lord, but now no words, nor groans, 
you women have’ children to fuck, and families to 
tend; you! fervants love your fleep rather than the 
béfom of Chrifti; and’though ‘confcience cry out a- 
gainit you for it,yet you hope to ‘be better one day, 
and focyou grow itrangers ‘to ‘Chrift, and no! public ; 
ordinances profit; becaufe private duties’ are neglect. 

éd,jlarid thy heart like’the fluggard’s garden is un- 

érefted ilis this'to bé'as' near the Lord as'you can ? 
no, if theshord loves you,’ look for the death of thy 
hufband,) wifeor child fhortly’; look’ for ae 
fei an 
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‘and then you fhall account it an honour, if you may. 


- but once more fpeakto the Lord. 28, : 
You have forfaken all for ordinances; and now . 

you have them; J confefs they are mere outlides, yet 

the Lord is there; there is a glory which wife men 

can fee in Chrift in the manger. — eh a 
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Fourthly, LABOUR by thy defires. toobe near 
him, Rev. xxii. 20, So defire “as to wait for thy 
“change all thy life,” look for it, 1 Theff. i. wits © 

1. Chrift’s defire is that thou wert with him, when 
thou art ready, and when thy work is done;:O let 
this make thee to defire it alfo.) 9) 9 ae 

2, If you cannot keep your hearts from vain hopes; 
and foolifh and noifome lufts, without defiring him, 
do not then defire to be with him; for youmay de~ 
fire communion with lufts and Chrift. D2 Bee 

Object. But death is terrible, and feparation from 
him bitter ? : 

Anf: Long for him therefore to come and then 
take thee, and fee thou defire nothing but hinn;: re- 
buke thy unwillingnefs of not beingewith him. If 
Chrift was on earth you would hagard your lives to 

get unto him; much more herein. 

— Objec#. But what will become of God’s name ? 
-\s4af Let the Lord-alone for thats while thou: liv- 
efviendeéavour to the'utmoft; but it is appointed for . 
thee'a little féafon only to be heres and be willing the 
Gord thould honour himfelf alfo by uthers:asiwellas, — 
Perce What will become of my wife ar 
ITTeRngi a GORY FST Se Ue: aby TSS 3 Sue 

An. oWho'-regarded ‘thee in thy blood’? «when 
thou liveft; they are thine:;’ but then the dodrd’sigo" 
- Defire tobe with him, this! will fupport your! hearts 
inall your changes ofehis fife: sarvib" Jud «porte 
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ix Ufe 6. You that never received Chrifl, now do 
tain “Fp as ¢ : Bae om Nab Cr hiny eee 
Objec. Yes, I haveéecase papal dew be 
Anf. No; you have not fo received him, as to let 
all go for him. Why fo?  becaufe he alone will be 
bleflednefs, but he is not fo to thee; O therefore let 
all gonow; you muft part with Chrift, or all thefe 
things: Which will ye do? If with Chrift you can- 
not find him in thefe things; but if you part with 
thefe things, then you fhall find them all in him. . 
Obje. But he will have none of me. 
Anf. 1. He cries down thy laying out money for 
what 1s not breads) fae She Lage 
2. Hey promifes to give thee drink; now, and 
hereafter. . . (oi 
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Shewing, that none fhall enjoy Chrift hereafter, but thofe 
i os \uvstbatcare prepared here. Nghe sia 
Verfe 10. They that were ready. 
“Obs. % 7H HOSE only who are ready and prepars 
| _ ed in this life. for Chrift, fhall enjoy 
eternal and immediate communion with Chrift; thole 
only whoare fitted fhall partake of his fellowfhip : for 
of all thefe virgins (though many of them were other- 
wife very well qualified) only thofe which were rea- 
dy, did enter in with the bridegroom, which readi- 
nefs in thefe wife_virgins, was not, nor is not, any 
Popifh preparation, either meritorious, or congruous, — 
or-wrought by the power of corrupted or adorned 
nature; but ‘divine and glorious, wrought by the 
power of Chrift, out of his eternal love to. the veffels 
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of glory, as an antecedent, not, moving caufe of this 
eternal fellowfhip ; it is the firft degree of our refut- 
rection with Chrift. Rom. ix. 23. ‘* Veflels of glo- 
<“ ry prepared unto glory ;”’ the fame word which is 
ufed here, there are two ends God hath appointed all 
men to; either to be veflels af wrath ; who are 
thofe? verfe 22. ‘* Thofe that are fitted for deftruc- 
<“ tion ;”? others of glory, who are thofe? “ Prepared 
“ unto glory,” 2 Cor. v. 5. with 8. How comes 
Paul, and all the faints to know, and groan for té be 
out of the body,.and to break the cage, and to be’ 
-with:the Lord! one reafon is, they are wrought, and 
moulded, and fafhioned for that condition by the 
hand of a merciful God, even as one may know what 
veffels are for efpecial ufe, by their metal, and curi- 
ous engravings upon them. | . 
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Reafon t. BECAUSE all men’s fouls are natural-_ 
ly unfit, and unprepared to enjoy communion with 
Chrift, it is faid, Rev. xxi. wit. “ Nothing enters in- 
“to the new Jerufalem on earth, which is unclean, 
“ and defileth ;” and Heb. xii. 14. “ Without holi- 
“ nefs no man fhall fee God.’ Now naturally all _ 
men are defiled, and unclean vefle!s, and under the 
sower of their fins, loathing angel’s food, the grace 
of Chrift, and weaty of the fellowfhip of Chrifl 5 

‘and therefore they muft be, prepared for the Lord 
firft; this is one reafon, why preparation to every 
holy duty is needful, and fo needful, that let men 
perform any holy duty, wherein they draw near to 
Chrift without a heart prepared; Pfal. x. 17. their 
performances are rejected, or not blefled; and hence 
Rehoboam, though he did maintain the worfhip of 
God at Jerufalem, ‘ yet he prepared not his heart,” . 
2 Chron. xii. 14. and hence Hezekiah mourns, and. 
“begs pardon for this, ‘* That he is not fo purified ac- 
* cording to the purification of the fanCtuary.” Now 
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jf to.a-holy duty, and comnmunion with Chrift here, 
this inneedful ; fore eyes cannot behold the fun: with- 
out-grief; fick bodies loath the “belt. food; if the 
Lord fhould let a carnal heart.into, heaven, with that. 
| heart he hath, and not change his nature, he would. 
not ftay there if he could efcape; but, having his 
{winifh nature, he would be in his mire again ; and 
the government..of Chriit, being a bondage to. 
him, he. would break bonds, and break his prifon,. 
if he knew, where to fly from the prefence of the. 
Lord; and hence no work fo wearilome as Chrift’s. 
now,. no time fo uncomfortable and tedious as abid- 
ing under Chrift’s wings in his ordinances now. , F 
Cor. XV. 50+. ‘* If flefh and blood cannot enter into 
* the kingdom of heaven, much Jefs corruption.” 
~ Reafon,2.; In regard of the rich grace and wifdom 
of his love towards his people; for who fees not, 
‘but that it is a curfe to be unready as thefe foolifh, 
virgins who were therefore fhut out !, Otherefore it 
is grace and mercy to‘make, ready, and indeed an 
anfwer to prayers, and a comfort againit all fears of 
the faints, who are then defirous to be with the Lord 
when they are indeed ready ; readinefs for Chrift doth 
not. deftroy grace, but being a fruit of God’s grace, 
dadvanceth it,, Rom. ix. 23. the apoftle makes it‘the _ 
fir(t fruit of clory, that the faints are “ ‘prepared in- 
to glory 3” glory of mercy is the end, preparednels 
thereto is the means, or way leading to that end ; if. 
‘God appoints the end, his wifdom leads alfa fit ht’ tol, 
the means which lead at laft to the end; if Out of 
his tich grace he appoints the end, out OF the fame 
grace by. this other, | he leads etO chs end’; and: tho” 
Fou think it not now grace, you fall tiy It io & 
nother day, when with thefe foolifh ‘virgins, you fhath 
fay, ‘* O that I. were ready!” T know’ not’ almotE : 
-which.is_greateft love, to® prepare for glory,’ or 3 
bring into the poffefiion of its to make ‘a veflel -of 
oifonous drofs a vellél of gold, or when it 1s'fo, to 
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in his blood, and then to wafh him; when a man is 
as water fpilt upon the ground, and a broken veflel 
" of no ufe now for the Lord to pity, and fit for ufe 
it is exceeding rich grace. Dice Meme dseot 
*- Reafon 3. In regard of the honour of the Lord Je- 
fus ; it was one part of the honour of Chritt, to have 
John go before him; and Luke i, 17. °* To prepare 
<< a people ready for the Lord:’’ As it is part.of a 
prince’s honour to have his bride ready, and attired 
to welcome and entertain him, when he fhall return 
to her, fhe owes this honour to him, and he expects 
this honour from her ; fo the Lord Jefus deferves this 
honour from all his people to be in readinefs for him. 
Suppofe thefe virgins had turned harlots, and gone 
a-whoring from him till his very coming, and then 
had been taken in, what might the world think? doth 


hence, Phil. iii. 17. to the end, there are two forts 
of men profefling godlinefs ; fome mind “ earthly 
*¢ things,”’ others look and mind.“ a Saviour from 
“¢ heaven ;”’ the one difgrace Chrift, and are enemies . 
fo him; and hence Paul weeps for them; the other 
are his friends: And are princes fo far refpected as 
all things are ready for them? and is the Lord wor- 
thy of no fuch refpect, fo as that his people fhould be 
unready? No, know it as he faid, Mal. i. ‘* Hes a 
“ preat King.”’ ; i wee 
The particulars wherein this readinefs confifts, I 
have {fpoken of-in the firft part of the parable, and 
fhall now only fpeak of them in the fubfequent ~ 
less S41 we i 
6 EG Th ochhlrte ser ti giss 
Ue I. Or terror and aftonifhment of heart te 
all thofe that are wholly unready,that have no readi- 
nels at all to meet, or to have fellowfhip with the 
Lord 
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Lord Jefus; if thofe that are ready be received in, 
then thofe that be unready, fhall be fhut out. 
‘There is a number among us, young and old, of 
all forts almoft among us, that {warm up and down 
towns, and woods, and fields, whofe care and work 
_ hitherto hath been like bees, only to get honey to 
their own hive, only to live here comfortably with 
their houfes, and lots, and victuals, and fine clothes, 
&c. but not to live hereafter eternally. Suppofe the 
Lord fhould ftop thy breath, and cut thee off, what 
would become of thee? I truft to God’s mercy, I 
hope I fhould go to Chrift, though fam not affured ; 
bit dre you ready for Chrift? yes, lhopelam; O 
poor wretch! why.doft hope fo? if thou never hadft 
one hoar’s ferious thoughts, what will become of me? 
or how fhall I be ready ? feeling thy unreadinefs and 
unfitnefs thereunto. Or if thou haft had any thoughts, 
never waft poffefled with any ftrong fears of eternity, 
and feparation from the Lord Jefus, which hath dampt 
thy mirth, and funk thy heart, and perplexed thy 
thoiights, and made thee think with terror upon thy — 
confcience, what will become of me? nor made thee 
defirous to afk others that queftion, as it is common-' 
ly one of the firft, though but a common work, to 
- think of dying prefently: I have lived long without 
God and Chrift in the world, and die I mutt fhortly, 
and what will become of me then? a | 
But you have flept quietly enough in the night, 
and fung care away, and caft fear away in the day, 
and thy fieatt never had one hour’s fit of fhaking and 
trembling at eternity to come, when it is the nature of 
true fear, ever to have the eye upon what it fears, 
till it is taken away; and if difficulty attend the fame, 
to remove it; it cannot be quiet, but will cry for 
help, if poflibly help may be had’; this you never did = 
no, thou never hadft fo much as thefe foolifh virgins, 
viz. to be awakened at all, but a fpirit of flumber 
hath’been upon thee ; God hath given thee eyes, but 
shou canft not fee; ears, and thow canft not hear ; 
Li2 thou.- 
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thou fayft (it may be) that thou doft hope thou art” 
prepared; alas! thou haft not a virgin’s name, much 
lefs nature, nor doft thou not deferve it neither ; thou” 
hat not forfaken thy loole company, nor yet come 
to the company of the wile, neither doft thou defire 
it, or think thylelf unworthy of it; thy lamp is out; 
nay thou never hadit any light at all,never madett pro- 
feffion at all, as if ‘one ready for’ Chrift ; but O poor" 
wretch, all is yet to do with thee!if-fo, then remem- 
ber that if thou dieft now, thou fhalt never have com- 
munion with Jefus Chrilt in glory. PRT SY MES 


Ch Ct. oe 


Object. W HAT if I have not ? ; 215% 
" Anf, 1 know it isthe mifery of men, they canmake- 
nothing of this till they feel it: but two things I will” 
fay, ne er ee 
- Do but confider, what if thou fhouldft' be depriv- 
ed of the light of the fun; nay, only of bread, only 
- that one creature, and have clothes, fun, friends, all 
_ other bleflings but that ; would it not bea ‘woe with. 
a witnefs, would it not cut a man’s heart to hear him. 
cry, bread, bread, alittle bread for the Lord’s fake, to | 
fave my life! there is but a drop of the {weetnels of 
Chrift in that. O what a mifery will it be to pine a- 
way, and famifh under wrath in chains of darknefs, 
and to cry, O a little refrefhing from the prefence of 
Chrift, and canft not getit, but to live ever-tormented 
without that, when thy foul fhall cry, Lord, thus long 
have I been tormented without thee, till my fpirits are 
weary, and my heart faint; now, O now a little mer- 
cy,—O no. SACHA i 
2. ‘nat though thou feeft it no great matter to be 
feparated from Chrift ‘now, yet when the heavens 
fhall be in a flaming fire, and the earth fhall give up 
the dead that be in it, and Chrift fhall’appear in inf- 
nite glory, admired of angels, bleffed of faints, crown: 
“ed of God, comforting his elect, Come, O come ye 
“6 bleffed 5”? 
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« pleffed;”” then you fhall think this feparation fome- 
thing. O that'you would, now go home and mourn, 
and look up to the Lord, that he would make thee 
ready a veflel of honour, and acknowledge itis righte- 
ous with him, if he fhould never do it. 


Sebi CaP Nis 


Uje 2. Tv is of examination to all the virgins ; 
would you know whether the Lord will bring you to 
eternal fellowfhip: with him? are you ready for him, 

made fit to livé with him or no? for here only thofe 
_which are ready, are received in; the foolifh virgins 

did lie fo long afleep, that little did they think they 
were unready, until the bridegroom came, and it was 
too late. «It is the condition of many at this day, that. 
little dream of their feparation from Chrift, and yet. 
fhall be when he comes; but they have forme hopes. 
and affurance; they look to meet the bridegroom: 
when he fhall come, and fo fall into a {weet fleep; a 
comfortable condition until the Lord’s coming puts 
them upon more narrow fearching than ever before 5 
that which many think gold now, fhall be found hay 
and ftubble, and confumed to nothing at the coming 
of Chrift; therefore fearch now. . ie 
1 know there is many a gracious foul is ready, 
fears to flip in at the paflage over that narrow bridge, 
between life and death, this end of time, and begin- 
ning-of eternity, and Joath 1 am to fad any; but, hear 
what 1 fhall now fay in fear ; when there are thefe 
three things in the foul, then it is ready ; whiles any 
are wanting, it is unrealy ; and by thefe try your- 
" felves. a 
SEC Ton V1 


1. NV HEN-the foul, the fpoufe of Chrift, is 
made lovely by its wedding garment, the royal robe 
of his own righteoufnels inthe eyes of Chrift 5 r ie 

; : e rlde-- 


“BEA ON THE PARABLE OF THE : 
bridegroom, though he finds his fpoufe filthy, yer. 
he being glorious and lovely himfelf, ‘makes it lovely | 
and glorious, Eph. v. 25, 26." A queen fit for the 
fellowfhip of this King of kings, and thorow this righ- 
teoufnefs (though otherwife weak and vile, yet) the 
object of his, and the Father’s infinite and endlefs de- 
light in heavenly glory ; now it is fit, ‘Zech. ii. 1, 2, 
33945052 -2 Cor. vi 2,°3.°9 Without this righteoufnefs, 
there is nothing but fhametul-nakednefs'in the beft ; 
fo.as the foul with Adam, will rather feek bottoms of 
mountains to hide it from Chrift, than to appear be- 
fore him. Now examine you faitits ; time was,’ that 
fin was. no fhame'to thee, though thou didft wallow 
in that vomit, and livedit in it, and livedft by it‘as 
by thy trade ; or if the Lord did keep‘and cleanfe you 
from foul fins, and that you could’ pray; and forrow, 
and know and remember what you hheatd; and had 
fome good affections, now you were fome body in 
your own eyes, and it may be you thought if’you di- 
ed then, you fhould to heaven, and Chriit muft needs 
fave you; who fhould he fave elfe? but now the 
Lord hath made thee poor in fpirit, and afhamed ; 
nay, the Lord hath made thee lie down confounded, 
becaufe: of all thy fhame before him; and thé Lord 
hath made thee fee a glory, a rifing fun in Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs which the gofpel hath brought to light 5) 
though thou wert a poor, naked, condemned, vile 
creature ; yet the Lord hath made thee feek for it, fo 
as to efteem all: things. lofs to be found there, and 
now here is all thou haft to glory in, as that which 
may make thee lovely in the Father’s fight; and here 
the Lord hath quieted thy eonfcience, and heart alfo ;? 
be not) difcouraged, nor afraid to ftand before the 
Lord, if heifhould: fend for: thee “this ‘nights for’ 
though thou/art; vile |in'thine own‘eyes, ‘yet the Lord® 
looks upom theevas loveby.2ii7 a1 Aor Mo garggin 
The apoftle makes a queftion, why. the’Gentiles! 
are juftifed, \and not the Jews, Rom. ix. 30589. The! 
- anfwersiit, verfe z2oiviz. $6 They fought» it by. the 
hn j °° works 


] 
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*¢ works of the law;’”? but if it be otherwife with 
thee, that in Chrift thy righteoufnefs and ftrength is, 
then thou mayeft glory ; fo that now thou fhalt have 
peace again, againft all the condemning of confcience, © 
fatan, and God himéelf, . ‘hea - 

But have you feen your nakednefs, known, and 
ftood convinced of your vilenefs, and have heard the 
voice of God condemning thee for thy finful, though 
civil life, and been afraid, and hereupon you have: 
_ reformed your life, lamented your courfe, fet upon 
fome duties, gone to Chrift for ftrength again{t fome: 
corruptions, and you have had it, and you have 
looked about. you, and been ready to fay, If the 
~ Lord faves not me, who fhould he? and fo have 

fown thefe leaves .and fkins together to cover -your: 

fhame ; and now you are well being ftrangers to this. 
true righteoufnefs, you fhall never fee the Lord in 
peace, if you die thus. Or if thus, you fee not: 

Chrift to: be all, fin is not your fhame, butyyou ly”, 

in it, and holinefs is not your glory ; and hence yow 

efteem it not; but it is a common thing to you, if 
that was, then it would be your glory to be like 

Ghrift, and to live to him: Know it, thou art not’ 

yet ready, for thou only feeft the garment, and you 
catch at it, but the Lord helps you not by faith to. 

put it on, sii ; 


SECT... Vi. 


‘o. WHEN the foul is filled with the Spirit of 
Chrift, when there is not only fome of the workings” 
of the Spirit in the foul, but the foul is filled with 
the Spirit; for this was the wound of the’ foolifh 
virgins, they had lamps, outward profeflion, and’ 
glorious, which was a,work of the Spirit, and fome 
dipping of their wick in the oil, fome lighter. fuper- 
ficial changes, and works of grace: in their hearts ; 
they had not oil in; their veflel, they had not plenty 
and fulnefs of the Spirit; fome unripe ears there 
‘perl pe were 
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were, but not full; and hence they were to buy when 
the Lord Jefus came; but the wife had. | 


° 


"The blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift, ever brings — 


the plenty of the Spirit of Chrift; hence 2 Cor. W 5: 
<¢ Farneft of the Spirit... 


I fpeak not now of extraordinary fulnefs, which 


prophets and apottles had, nor of that fulnefs which 
is in glory, as if we mult have that here; but of 
that which the faints. attain to in this life, every one 
according to his need and meafure of capablenefs of 
the fame; the Spirit of love is not dropt, but thed 
into the heart; the Spirit of God in them, is not a 
Spirit of fome light affection, dying affection, but of 
< eternal life’ Rom. viii. 2, 3. The {pirit of mourn- 
_ ing doth not only drip upon them, but “ it is pour- 
«ed down upon them;” Zech. xii. 10. the Spt- 
rit of wifdom doth not only give them light and 
knowledge, but “ marvellous light,’’ 4 Pet. il. 9. 

- [have opened this at large; only three figns now 
I fhall give you to difcern this Spirit by. 


eo SECT. Vill. 


1. J HIS Spirit and fulnefs of it, the faints not 
only pray for, but they follow their prayers to Chrift, 
until their fouls are {weetly fatisfied with it, and fo it 
abides daily fatisfying their hearts. John iv. 14. 
‘¢ The water I fhall give fhall be afpring, fo as the 


“© foul fhall not thirit after more grace ;” i.e. witha — 
tormenting thirft; not after the world; the grace of 


God, and the Spirit of God in the heart is fo fweet, 
that the foul faith, O it is‘enough, O if my foul 
might ever be thus near the Lord, endeared to him, 
walking thus humbly, thankfully, cheerfully with 
him, this fhould be all my defire; and,hence, John 
xiv. 16. it is called ** the Comforter,’ which dwells 


_inthem, and is known by them, the world knows it 


not. Now here is the wound of others, they nave 


the Spirit convincing them of emptinefs, mifery, na-. 


kednels, 


a 


ss 
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kednefs, and they lie fo, and they defire; but as So. 
lomon faith, Proy. xiii. 4. ‘¢ They are forfaken of 
“* the Spirit, before they find him to be a. Comfort. 
“* er quenching their thirfty defires, making them to 
« feel the fweetnefs of his-prefence, of his grace.” 
Ha. lili. 11. There were divers that did prays 
faft, draw near to God, and did delight in it, “but 
“they felt not what they defired at all; there were 
fome lufts, their fouls were lean, and like parched 
. deferts; but when the heart is indeed humbled, the 
{fpirit comes in, and makes the bonés fat, and like a 
_ .watered garden; O therefore take heed you give not 
over, till the Lord pour out in thy empty heart of 
the fulnefs of his grace. sey ete 
2. This Spirit ever keeps a man poor and vile in 
“his own eyes, and empty. Take a man that hath | 
no knowledge, nor tafte of God’s grace, while he 
finds ignorance, he may pray, and be diligent in ufe 
of means, and full of life; but when he. hath got 
fome knowledge, and can difcourfe pretty well, and 
hath fome taftes of the heavenly gift, fome {weet e- 
lapfes of grace, and fo his confcience is pretty well 
quieted, and if he hath got fome an{fwer to his pray- 
ers, and hath fweet affections, he grows full, and 
having eafe to his confeience, cafts off fenfe, and dai- 
ly groaning under fin ; and hence the Spirit of pray- 
er dies, he lofes his efteem of God’s ordinances, feels 
not fuch need of them, or gets no good, feels no 
life and power by them; and whereas before he 
could catch at every word, and mourn when he found 
the Lord pafled by him, and fpeak never a good | 
word to him : now no fuch trouble becaufe he is full. 
"This is the woful condition of fome, but yet they 
know it not ; but now he that is filled with the Spi- 
rit, the Lord empties him, andthe longer he lives, 
fo that others thinks he needs not much grace, yet 
he accounts himfelf the pooreft, and eels a need of 
every truth of God, and ordinance of God}, his fin 
‘fit is true) continues, it is not quite abolithed, ne 
“3s 2 Were Wie hy "Sas 


Sie BS 
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his fighing within himfelf continues alfo to his grave. — 
Ifa. lvii. 15. *¢ Poor,” and yet the Lord dwells there ; 
how can thefe ftand together ? very well in thofe who 
who are the Lord’s. . oka 
3. This Spirit comes in that fulnefs, as that it fo 
purifies the heart of fin and felf, as that it makes the 
foul fet itfelf for God, as his laft end and happinefs, 
and fo as that the work of Chrift is his bleffednefs. 
2 Tim. ii. 20, 21. “ He that. purgeth himfelf from 
‘< thefe things, is a veflel of honour, and fit for his 
-« Mafter’s ule.’ It is with fome fouls, as it is with 
fome drofly veflels, they are put out of the fire, and 
they are taken out before their drofs is removed, or 
they melted, or if melted, yet not fafhioned for ufe, 
even to every good work; fo fome have great trou- 
bles without and within; now the fire goes out, or. 
they get out of the fire; viz. the trouble, before 
their drofs is removed, or their finful natures be 
changed ; or if they be melted, yet they are not fa- 
fhioned, and framed for their Mafter’s ufe only; 
they are for their own ufe, and their lufts ufe, and 
feek themfelves in all they do, but not for the Lord’s 
ufe; it is not their life to live with God. Promifes 
are fweet, and Chrift is fweet, and heaven is {weet ; 
_ but the work of Chrift to be of ufe for Chrift, this 
is not their blifs : I know faints fall fhort here much, 
and feek themfelves ; but yet their hearts are prepar- 
ed, fafhioned, fet for this end, and they through the 
help of the Spirit, refine themfelves for the Lord; 
that when fin defires them to ferve it, No‘(their an- 
fwer is) [am no: debtor nor fervant to you; I have 
lived too long to you already, ! am now the Lord’s, 
and for the Lord! O that I might have that honour 
as to be employed for him; I fay unto you, the 
Lord hath here filled you, and fitted you for his ufe, 
and you may be comforted. | 


i all a 
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Bae Re Ci Ter lke 


qe WHEN the foul is recovered out of that fecu- 
rity, which ufually befals men after fome time of firft 
affection and profeffion, in that meafure, as that now 
it lives unto the Lord in a daily waiting for him, and 
longing for him, whea the Lord fees it meet to come 
and take him to himfelf. For all thefe virgins fell a- 


fleep, ‘after they came out to meet the bridegroom 


with their burning lamps; and not only the foolith, 
but the wife alfo flept. Now I afk you, Do you 
think they were ready then for the Lord? No, not 
until they were awakened again, and the wife had 
got their lamps burning again, and waiting for him ; 
but yet the foolifh had got not only no light to their 
lamps, but oil was wanting alfo to their veffels ;. fo 
itis here, . 
Time hath been, that the Lord hath awakened you — 
with fears and terrors about your ftate, and you have . 
got into the afflemblages of the faints together, and 
kept company with them, and you have efcaped the 
outward pollutions of the world, and defilements of 
God’s worfhip and fervices, and you have feen the 


‘infufficiency of all duties, and it is Chrift you have 


looked after, and prayed for, and got fome peace 
and comfort that he is yours, and have looked to 
meet him, hoped if you die, that you fhould be fav- 


_ ed; but have you not fallen into a fecure frame again, 


both wife and foolifh ° have you not turned prodigals, 
and fpent, and loft all, after you have had your por- 
tions? if not, thank God, be not high-minded, but 


fear ; for very few, but after fulnefs fall afleep ;, and 
_after. they have had fome peace of confcience, they 


fall to enter into fome peace, if not with fome, foul 
open fins, yet fome truce with fome lefler fecret fins, 


‘and if their oil be not fpent, their forrows {pent ip. 
forrowing, their trouble fpent in trouble, their de- 


Gres {pent in defiring (as water fpends. away itfelf in 
ate ae 3 Kk 2 running 


i 
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running out of a ciftern, not out of a fpring) yet 
their light hath gone out; the beauty of thy profel- 


fion is (it may be) loft, that heat and life is gone 


which others faw, and you faw much more: are you 


ready now? and though you may have fome awaken- 


ings, yet are they fo. far as to caufe you to get up, 
and kindle your lamps, and wait for the bridegroom ? 
Ifit be fo that ftill you keep fleeping, and have 
not your lamps ready trimmed, then you are juft 
as all the foolifh virgins were, before the cry came. 


ver oe, Sees Pep 


Queft. BUT may not a godly man die in a declining, 
decaying, fecure frame? ; : 

Anj. 1. He may die in an uncomfortable frame, 
without great peace of confcience; for fometimes a 
man’s lamp may fhine brighteft, when his peace is 
leaft ; but the more prayer, the more fearchings and 
wafhing of heart is then to be attended ; a godly man 
may die mourning for ought 1 know, and the Lord 
give him his garment of gladnefs in heaven, for the 
{pirit of heavinefs here on earth ; becaufe though he 
lofeth the comfort of his eftate, yet not the fafety of 
it, becaufe he dies under the wings of a promife ; 
fo that though he dies uncomfortably, yet not fe- 
curely. Swe . 

2. He may die to his feeling in fuch a frame, poor 
and contrite; for growing in the fenfe of emptinefs, 
isnot decaying inthe being or power of holinefs ; 
the Lord is now preparing of him to honour his 
grace, when he doth not help him to honour his will 


in that enlargednefs of heart to it as he would, fo | ° 


that-his foul is not decaying. 
3. But yet I do not know that the Lord lets his 


people die ordinarily in a withering condition, efpe- 
cially if it, appear fo to others of his difcerning fer- 
vants; the Lord will fendfome cry to awaken his - 
‘fervants before he comes tothem, or they enter into 

. the 
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the marriage with him: | will allow fome unufual 
exceptions againft general rules, and put in Afa for 
one, and leave fecrets with God; but ordinarily the 
Lord doth not let his dear fervants die in a fottith 
-fecure ftate-: When Sampfon’s locks are cut, and his 
“ ftrength loft, he fhall lie in the mill until they be 
grown again before he dies ; and Solomon may run. 
riot, but he fhall proclaim his folly to all ages in the 
world for it, in Ecclef. before he dies. Ephef. v.. 
26, 27. ** Chrift prefents his church without wrin- 
‘< kle ;”? you are to be prefented by Chrift to the Fa- - 
ther, and to be fet before Chrift without wrinkle, ~ 
without witherings, and decays: ifhe loves you, he . 
will wath you, that you may be fo. ) 


SECT. XL 


Queft. BUT mujt they be fo far awakened, as to wait 
for the Lord, and defire to be with him, having got veffels 
(full, and lamps burning ? 

_Anf. Yes, infome meafure at leaft; for there are 
awakenings to the life of duties in this world; by 
the one the foul is raifed out of this world to the 
Lord in glory ;. by the other the foul is raifed up to 
duties in this world ; if the Lord awakens not his 
faints to the firft, either they are not awakened truly, 
‘or not throughly and effectually ; for till then the foul 
is not ready, Luke xii. 40. with 45. As it is witha 
man who.is fent for to enjoy favour and fellowship of 
the king, he is not ready for it, until he ftands wait- 
ing at the door, and that it is his bufinefs, the pat- 

terns of mercy, and veflels of glory, are ever fet out 
in the new teftament. by this, Heb. ix, ult. ‘Tit. ii. 

12, tB-5 | 
a: Lock as jt wag with Simeon, Luke ii. 25. he had 
a promife he fhould fee Chrift before he died ; hence 
he waited for the confolation of Ifrael; fo the foul 
having a promife of feeing Chrift when he 1s dead, 
it makes him wait for this time; and when he wants 
| | a 


e 
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a promife fealed, though he waits not nextly, yet he 
waits remotely, that the Lord would caufe him to be- — 
lieve it, that fo he might wait for it; thatis his end, 
this is the means, he knows it is beft to be with the. 
Lord, where is no fin, but holinefs; he hath found 

him {weet in his looks, in his words, in his works, 

in his hopes, his firft fruits, but to be with him is 

beit. cs War Dae | (TP Tey 

This is not fuch an high pitch which faints come 
not to, it is indeed fuch which hypocrites come not 
to: the hypocrite’s end is to efcape mifery : hence 

they defire comfort by duties, that they fhall be freed 

. from it, but not to enjoy Chrift; the Lord never tied , 
in their fouls fuch a knot of faith and love which 
works this. : : ay 

For 1. Security of faints, it is not the privation of 
life (that is death) but a fufpenfion of the aéts of a 
heavenly life; there is in them fove.to Chrift, de- 
light in him, happinefs in living’to him, pleafing of 
him; but it is fufpenfed by cares or contents of the 
world, and love of eafe; hence a Chriftian is never 
throughly awakened, till he comes to that life again ; 
his heart is with Chriit in heaven; and becaufe he 
cannot be there, hence he ftays a while, and looks, 
and waits for it, another fecurity is the privation of 
life, of empty duties arifing from fome vanifhing af- 
fections, as in the foolifh virgins which were to qui- 
et confcience only ; hence their awakening are only 
to that life again at the beft, if ever God do awaken 
them, unlefs the Lord indeed convert them. 

2. Every thing will mightily tend to that to which 
its nature bends and inclines it ; as a ftone if thrown 
upward, will mightily tend downward. Some fay © 
there is, an element of fire above, becaufe.this here 
endeavours, to afcend, as being out of its place; he 
that is of the earth, he will be tending to it, though 
awakened, though lifted up; faints will be tending 
upward, becaufe their nature is heavenly, loving, look- 
ing, waiting, longing, 2 Cor. v, 3, 4. with 1. as an- 


gels. 


+, 


ze 
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gels here be willing to ftay to do the work, but yet 
they long to be before the face of God again, becaufe 
their natures are heavenly, and there their proper 
place is. : 


Now for the Lord Jefus’ fake examine yourfelves 


here.* 1 hope fome are awakened, the word hath. 


done it; cry of afflictions, inward temptations have 
made you look about you, and you are wearied out 
with your own ways; but are you not fince grown 
fecure? time was the feet of the meffengers of peace 


were glorious, but now their meflage is mean; fab. 


baths longed for, now you are weary of them, heart- 
lefs in them, fleep with the fpoon in your mouths 5 
private duties were feafons of breaking the heart, re- 


frefhing and comforting from the Lord, but now you , 
negle& them, flight them, and the Lord in them, » 


and are not much troubled at it, becaufe you have 
fome excufe or other for it; thy mouth was full of 


‘good queftions, now thou thinkett thyfelf more fit te 


teach than learn ; thy fociety was fweet as the rofe in 
fpring, now the fweet odour of it is loft; time was 


thou wert exceeding tender of the leaft fin, and not 


a day paft, but thy cheeks were wet in fecret before 
the Lord; now thou art grown blind and bold, and 
you can defile yourfelf in all your ways, and your 
faith in \Chrift keeps you from repentance for fin 5 
time was, the truth was glorious, and you could make 
ufe of your notes many a day after, when you did 


_ pot find good in public; but now pen and ink is left 


at home, you caft your bread into corners, and feed 
not your hearts therewith: time was, you could take 
a rebuke kindly, when you were little in your own 
eyes 5 but now*if you think a reproof is meant of you, 
your hearts can {well, nay, now your judgment de- 
cays ; what warrant for private prayers twice a day ¢ 
what warrant for weekly fermons, when we have fix 
days to labour, and one to reft in ? you were former- 
ly more exact, but now wifer, and thus you lie, and 
as if you were come to the end of your race aah 
eps pes an 
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al ofeach. Not after shiny Ws a ai _you ha’ 


35 we é- =~ 4 
ef “nough race, te k you,fhall_be faved, and - 
* fo fit fail, and no’ the good Ahufband +. O. the 
3a 3# 
eo “covenants, you ave bee fever you came hither what 


“2 you. would do: LF ae elteem_of the Lord afar off | 
but | now, "you: ate Bee by STUDY ABA and, your 


A fh is, cracked, il is run anh nh Lap 20ys awl ik 


: 4g a» Wietirs blefs God, “the, Lord .g s you 

> ‘warning ~ this, day 5 5 but 1 fear, eee ss a 

““Chrift comes ; I fay as ‘fhe: , Samplons) $ << ups forthe 
« Philiftines are upon thee ;” fo I fay, fecurity. is ups 
thee, and wrath as now gone, out to awaken thee, i 
the word oo not. 


afta 16-6 a5 5} Geisat nel ait tes ied OL) ai soo, 
ssvesl bred sti ie? 3 E q Ts  acele sik one 
: }. oft of 21QTI2! 10 
Oi tai NS 
‘nels, W waken out of. your Lacon get.yo a a 
: mie ve “loins girt, your veilels full,-your 
é ab may indeed be ready, ang ‘the snd. 
ra ate as well as men think you: fox Chrift’ 8 
on rin OM ‘Luke, XI. 40+. ee Peter afk- 
of ye 
ed, fe he {peak that parable. only to. the difcple yor 
pe af ‘all? verfe 41, she: -anfwers, all, efpecie ally them that 
Ke 8% ‘the Lord’s mind herein, ‘and do it not, verfe,47 
OU may afk me, whom, do 1. prefs to, make, se i? 3 
Ce all. Two. forts. I thal thenefprsspan 
- ky Ehofg who.ate yet, BATHE ne erin wholeor 
part. . : ig 
"2. Thofe who are ready, but not LG ready ax thote 
thould, be, who ftand before the Lord, ‘and as, them-— 
 felves will with, another, day they had beem; the wile 
; as well as foolith, may be fleepy, and,founready.for a 
: aes ru Q am ake. Si gic oil ¥otht: STS 
Dip t Thefe who are unready aud unpr pared lor 
_ the Lord. and his coming Snake, there any, uch P-YeS, 
~yery marly ; ; fome there be who know they are unrea- 
dy; 
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ay, and will not yet buy, and yet prepare not for it, 
Becaufe they are young enough yet, or have time e- 
nough to provide for that hereafter. Some others, 
becaufe they cry, Lord, Lord, and look to 
Chrift, and are well thought of by the wife, that 
think they are ready; but know ‘it all your 
thoughts, and cares, and prayers, and endea- 
vours, are lictle enough for it, even all your life: 
and yet to prepare for this, hath been the. leaft part 


of many a man’s lite; and fuch is the fecurity of | 


fome, that till Chrift come, they will not gird up 
themfelves to this work. sf ‘ 


Motive 1. CONSIDER the lamentable end of one 
who dies unready; fome (not all) the Lord leaves 
for terrors to the fecure world, who are as good as 
men rifen from the dead, to tell men of the vanity of 
their finful courfes, who looking upon time paft, they 
fee that it is irrecoverably loft, and paft away as a 
dream, and loft as a fhadow ; look upon time prefent, 
they feel their fouls left naked, their accounts not 
made, an end come to all their hopes and comforts 
here, their body fick, their confcience trembling, if 
not tearing, their hearts hard, God departed, the 
grave opened. for. their filthy carcafes, and devils 
waiting for their fecure fouls: And now fay 
fueh, what profit have | for all my vanity under the 
fun? Look to time to come, there thy fee the throne 
fet; the Lord Jefus on it, their fouls ftanding naked 
before him, whofe grace was great toward them 
-whiles they lived, but whole face now is a con- 

faming fire; and they behold eternity, even that 
eternal black gulf between them and the Lord; and 
here they lie wifhing they had taken their time, profel- 
fing now their time isloft, befeeching othersto take war- 
ning by them, defiring A Aes others; yet think- 
/ pes? ag 


’ 


e 
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ing though Noah and Samuel fhould ftand before the 
Lord for them, there 278 HO hope. Come and tell 


them, do not caft away ‘mercy; ‘caft notiaway that i: 


blood, which is worthy'to be’gathered up by:bleffed 
angels in veflels’ of gold; ‘lament; and returhsband 
the Lord will to you ; whatitel? you'me Of repenting 
and believing 2 is a fick ‘time, a'fit time to'repent in? 


but, the Lord hath done great ‘things forsyous you 
have thought fo, but ‘thete wére fuch ‘fins; sor fuchia 
fin, 1 knew, you knéw not; I knew ‘it, yet Pdvedit, 
Lhad indeed fome lazy purpofes ‘to ‘forfake ity-but the 
Lord hath taken me in my feemingss) but mercy is 
infinite; O it is my torment’ Phave feenyamendof 
my fins, and now I feel the beginning of mptorment; — 
happy are they that die in the Lord) ‘and thrice happy 
that make ready for the Lord. °"°9°"9 Woe Hoy S18 
“Motive 2. Confider thou haft bit a fhore timeito pre- 
pare in, and the time will be'theti,’ when thoudoft | 
leaft think of it, Luke xii. 46."The Lord’s arrowsate 
now flying’abroad; if you did think yowdhould:be 
next fmitten down dead’ you” would: prepate, :but 
you think the Lord delays” his coming; O remein- 
ber, that time thow ‘doft leaft think “of) Chrift will 
come.- NAKAO REY: O10F 9967g ent m1ud-bag 
Motive 3. If unready now, you will bemuch more 
unready next day; grant thy. time’ tosbe ‘long, -you 
will be thé more unfit the longer‘youw delay); 2thou 
haft hinderances now, the longer thou'liveft) thou 
wilt have more and more; thy heart'willibé harder 
every day than another. °° 7 ' 


7 


og oft oast bas 
woh, : zomo* 


) itige: ot 

ae Bh HeI9d SY Is99t JonnEe> 
Means 1. PRAY unto the Lord that he would 
prepare you, and‘fit you, ‘give his Chritt and fulnefs 
of his Spirit unto you, which’ yowknow the bord will 
pBive, to then that afk 5. for man dike the'potter’sclay, 
_ig.no more able to preparé himfelf for glory; thatto 
appoint and elect himfelf theteunto, Hence Pfal. x. 


V7J- 
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therefore 


eternalypurpoles.of grace wato,, the, vell 
‘Aas 1x495) a he® aul..was three days m ) 
- hesdid:mot; eat. and, drink, and yet he. 


couraged,i:but kept on praying, and ceal 


-_wouldinot-fuffer you, or if fo,,yetit hath: been with: 
without Chrilt, abuling of 


are you now prepared? O:no! O,therefore now be- 


Md 


-gin thisnwork.s fay; Jam thy clay, ‘Lord, and have 


shold any:gtace ; if mercies come, I forget thee, and 
ogrowworle; if, ficknefs, Lam blockifh ; if ordinan- 
. pos see ae ; if thou forfakeft me, I forfake 
sthees, if/thou drawelt near to | 


“luted nature remains not cleanled, and the gui 
Now Lord undertake for me,, begin, thou t 


= 


‘becaule they know it not, with 
- gifohn dvi. ince LSacrifice is unfitito be offered, ull by 
afd iding: bloods life is taken, away... oe 
‘that 

o.gentie,,and handle tenderly fins a- 


‘liw Medno 2 vBe: 
ovthey: grow nos £098 RG BAP ey ton? ¢ 
oming after faith, and, pro, eflion & f ta the 


, fe } 
=p He Pe Gk ry { sf, 

BeGhl 4a Bess i TAOS JODIE 3 
e ae 


o\ 2 
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Jef us Chrift,; tins: of / the fecond? growth ;"fome: fits: < 


orow up before profefliony as allamanner ofignorance, go> 


and hardneéfs;sattd olafervioufnefs,:and | vanity ;\ now 


many gtow/terrified:for théfes:and comforted: by-they — 


gofpel again{t, thefe, andondw/péace isshades! O but’, 
there are fome men’s nattrésidikefome fields,3 which > 
when theyaremown and; weeded, «yet they! Have a 
fecond:growth 3.it-may>becasowith other: kind: ofy 
weeds, you may never fall to thofe fins youvivedhin) 
once; but other-fins more clofe, more} fpiritual ? like 
the-heufescLuke xt. 24. {wept and -emptiedy but “fen: 


“‘ ven other) fpirits: worfe than the former; omay at's 


“ Jaft'enter in;”? O:takeheed of: thefe, forathey will 


maké your latter,end miferable; you knowihabitas:. 


tionsiof fatan; are not'fit:manfions forthesSpinit ofd 
Chrifts) you :know veflels not-onlylof wood,;but sofa 
gold, if filthy and poifoned, are ‘unfitefor!princes:mfeb 
tilltcleanfed;; and look through all the!feripturesi on: 
the-faces of the'-beft hypocrites}: yousfhall find)fothe: 
filth prowing up) after :their proteflion, Gr-together» 
“with at, {like: blood and facrifice mixt togethér, Mats) 
villo23.cbuke xili<i27. © Not thofe-thathaveviniquity, y 
but thofe ithatcwork its. not thefe thatwork againft) 
itycafdiaredeftroyers of it. by little and: littles: but’ 
workers |of jit. i at work year motod) isdw dner yar 
- ‘If. you afk.me, what thofe fins be? I anfwer) thefe: 
_ tates; apdichoaking thorns, as theyre fownyand 
growmowhile; you’ be afleep,: fonthey may :be>feen? 
when: they, are grown up, if you walk:in your-fields,; 
and iméeditate, on your hearts, «liwill only nametfomes: 
sad vP ride, affeting -fome-excellency abovel others,» 
and thinking -yourfelf fomebody. = .):s¢ slimora id 
_[a0]Spiritualsfulnefs, and +fecret: loathing of ordi-: 
nances;,, when menvare clogged withithems viii nov 
» 30Delpiing: known struths: (which like: flowers,: 
Were notwithttanding {weet atefirftsgathering) either! 
: cohcerning your mileryy yiors Chrift:: if=the gofpel; 
were,preached to the,ignorant, they would take hea-| 
ven with wiolénce $/ butthy feuhnownis! not!imoved, 
y and 
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and the meflengers of God: that bring them; defpife act 
as Galatia‘and Corinth! didsPaull) sto ig ste lod qu we ie 
wa Av fpirit of ‘contention with! goddipeople. by Now . 
you ‘catinot bear unkindnefies; and they offend» you,” 
Seid Alexander’ at firftftood for Paul, and: h Op 
pofethy Paul! to histhacdiapdatticn ens sinot Stk B19T} 
_ 857"Boldnels' to Ain>inw foal mattets)'commonly’” 
without Aorrdw, begotsby! counterfeit “affuran beusht 
Gudtelévesy enil stods’ot tet-tsv5a yen voy ebosw 
56'S éekingofsGod incordinances j and. workino® ofo 
iniquity Udut> “of; the nip fitsamen have of goodvat Reeds 
tions:but healthful iconftirutions of bad ones: G97” 
(gy Thinking you are indéed' what you would! be, ” 
and yetlindeed would-not*be't Therebe other: finsss 
but there’arelfome ‘of the*mott fpecial which Ifhall 
now méntion 5 take heed of Jetting thefe' TrowOr) 
dealingogentlyowith' them ; -for fein fecomayldael estes 
put they puptheir hooks’to: the roots of thefe weeds, ? 
andiwould fain!pully them’ quite up’; but! ifsyowdeal' 
gently;(as\David with'the young Abfalomyandthink? . 
God inuftt do all, keannot part with them ;°and ence” - 
youigiveiway: tosthem ; and though 'therebe thefe’ 
fie yet Tvhavesmany good figns and /promifes tool’ | 
fhall belfavediy and fo long as they ‘cannot’ deftroy' 
my foul, what. though they grow in my foul 7sYou” 
perif (Cor. ix. 26; 27.) if thus it be'with you. 
bMeans'3. “Take‘heed you do not runaway witit’ 
fachicomforts arifing from your feeding ' upon’ "the: 
drvifevand perfon*of Chrift, without retrefhing the’ 
foulvalforwiththe good will and commands of Chrift5© 
donot thinkiyourfelves*ready to enjoy Chrift, when 
his promife, | erfon, and love is’ fweet,: (which ¥8' 
good) Butthis will ig bitterpand a burden'to thy foul, 
even thy whole*foal, (bknow it is‘fo'to'the unrege** 
nerate part of godly’m en): for fuchomen® there be} r 
Johnin 62 “io ithe faints Chrift’s love 1s’ fweet, ‘anid: 
promife ofweet, © and therefore: his’ will,’ his work. 
ni ivicg fvoe Bread you ‘know not chss*to do" 
ichebowuiltcof himythatfenc/mey and tocfinith if 5” fo" 
"BE i, eae 


BU < 


270 @N THE PARABLE OF THE 


it is their food to do the will of him that loves them, - 
and finifh it ; if a man°is'to reniove from one coun- 
sty to another, and he Gantot live upon the bread of 
the country,: nor‘watér where He goes, he is then un- 
ft for fuck W journey, Becaule he ‘eanrior live upon 
the-bread of it, ‘Now what is ‘that ‘which ‘feeds ‘the 
life of faints in’glory ?"not ‘only Chrift; bait diving un- 
to Chrift, to be perfected under the goverriment and 


i423 


Kingdém of Chrift ; can’ you live upon this now in 
part, ‘and ‘the firft fruits’ of it? if you’¢ean, know itis 
then prepared for thee, and‘ thou for it 37if Hot; but 
you ‘live (as you fay) apon the prefene {wee of the 
promife; nay, it may be upon the thoughts of"old 
- comforts; but to do the will of Chrift, is death net 
life to you; and it is merely your tafk for wages, to 
do his will, not part of your inheritance, you are un- 
fit to be with Chrift; As xxi. 134 ** Why break. 
«you my heart? (faith Paul) Tam eady to ‘die ‘for 
¢ the fake of Chritt ;”? and to do “much more} fo 
think thus, Was Paul ready to die; 'and I not ready 
Yo do? my heart loaths thy comands, Lord > but 
what the law makes heavy, the gdfpel makes {weet ; 
for thy fake, Lord, I love thy will: pray, O thy love. 
9g fweet, but let thy will be fo alfo. 8°59!) 27 seen, 
Means 4. Labour to grow poor in fpirit, that when 
‘you cannot honour the Lord’s will, yet 'you’may Be 


a. gathering fomething out of all fins and wickedneflus, 


‘to honowr God’s grace ; the glory of grace is thelaft 
vend; thofe that be prepared for ‘it; fhall ‘enjoy it, 
owhio are thefe?' The poor, who when theyfee they 
‘have'loft their lives, their fouls, theit comforts, 'in 
‘not doing ‘his will) which is bitter ta ‘thems yét “the 
Lord fhall not lofe the honour of “his grace; “Pfal. . 
Axxiv.a1.° The’ poor ‘will be’thankful ; what doth 
Paul, ‘that vellel Of grace,’ ‘perfeéutor, blafphemer, 
‘but a faint; ‘now 'fay? O but the leatt of them; ‘but 
he was an“apoftle} but Tf deferve not’ that*naime ; but 
yet,he is received to. mercy ; it is very true) ‘yet ne- 
ver fuch an example as he thinks ; and therefore faith 
' os er YESS ET Oa Woe 4 by DORE, 


a 


feen.the Lord, Gen. xvi...wt,, if he thal give me — 
food an tahoe be bal bem 10d 5 Kbfod dal 
then T iy magn ry; Aum 5.4 eC VAVINS al be FI € wot foe fabee 
fore))and hejhad it),in plenty.; fo fay, if the Lord 
ve_all fo. m,. if I 


aX 3 t 


“u71Sfn} 29 of } {73 (HR LO iW Si) sp Of Hoot tise. 28-42 
he, To the Kit g immutable, &c, when , Jacob. had 


uilt..<*the Lord now. thinketh on you;’’.v 


feryant bath, pent and loft his, mafter’s eflate, and, 


fo, h yy re, i743 z 


of ,esgsw tot alist quoy ylayom gi tt bas 4 HOY 67 stil 
“Ml 918 UOY oan dC ts, Be Vrcer ton. iw: id ob 
dsord YAW peu ine 22A 4 Mini, diy od | iz 
Motiv 1) .oh Q,.thole, who, are ready,,/but, yet not 


though, he, lofeth, another, and makes the belt gains 3 


TIONG 


fo ready,,asds, meets, of ‘bas “"s fie iy be sash ate 3 
“bsbbechord hath.given. you, warning to prepare, BY 
_ fome tharp afl ctions on thyfelf, or, by, the death of 


thy, friend or. by fecret fears of thine own, heart, 


thy timeds not many hand, breadths longensand 
may be this fhall be): om ae te): 
yous you have been flying like bees abroad. 
worldto gather your honey, and the Lord ha 

Taking of you, and that in your hive; you. have 
‘thought; to, dwell long in tabernacles ; the Lord hath 
let,it- fall to decay,, and repairs it not again. a3, 
orc 


ps gMotive.2., Hyou jive unready, it may be the L 
awill.try, you with fome fore conflict, with, fears of 


death, and, terrors of darknels ; and, all your prepa- 


ation is, too, little for your compbat.then.. 4) byoE 
* Maive,3 The place.of glory is made ready (or, Jou 
bow. fhallid, fo,unboly. fee God? /Chrilt, is there 


gia ; y 7 es is OES 8 pe kay SES ‘ 
‘John. xiv. 9434). .waiting, for thee, longing after, thee. 
FY gMatiue.4,. 3 hou art.at may be Yoh ARMY. relp ed 
uareadyeowtSioy ci 3p g you 0? syisost af st. Jay 
moor erplante Jin, the. boule and, church, of 
"God, not yet gathered to commumion © Chrift neh 
% faints 
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faints on earth. I know men may have juft reafons 
to defer ; but.if they have none, I would be loth to: 
die in their room, Hezekiah Ma.xxxviii. uit. Pf. xxvi.8: 
** | have loved the habitation of thy houfe; O gather 
'** not my foul with the wicked.” 1am perfuaded, 
fome dear to Chrilt linger here, and you cannot find 
this nor that faving: good in yourfelves, you fay; I 
had rather hear one mourn for emptinefs, than boaft 
of his grace, . . cach dhe 
2. [here are many fins not yet fufficiently mourn. 
ed for, in days of youth, and in a fecure condition ; 
in heavens no mourning; O therefore take time 
now, for want of this grace.is not fo fweet. | 
3- It may be fome main duty is neglected to the 
fouls of therm thou haft a charge of, as not catechif- 
ing thy family, children, careful for their fouls. 
4 Jt may be thou_haft been little in prayer for the 
churches (though for thy family and children) which 
is ufually the laft work of the faints; there is no 
ptaying for them in heaven ; as Chrift at the end of 
his life like a prieft fhed blood, and prayed for them, 
fo faints are made priefts to God and Chrift. 
s5- It may be thy houfe is not yet fet in order, nor 
‘thy will made, reckonings between men not yet fet 
right and even, and then there are quarrels when 
thou art dead, and trouble when.you die. 
6. It. may be thou art grown fecure, and art loft, 
and driven away, and many wrinkles be on thy 
face and heart, &c. you cannot fay with Paul, 2 Tim. 
iv. “ That you have fought,” &c. but are rather at 
truce with fin; you run not, but have flipt, and fal- 
Ten down, and fo loft all. 


SECT. XIII. 


Means 1. "THEREFORE to help here-in this tea- 
dinefs, get a heart more loofened and weaned from the 
world. Sclomon he did launch out his heart herein 
too far; not in epicurifm, but Ecelef. ii, 3. * apply- 
: | SS ae, 
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<* ing his heart to wifdom’? all thiis time; fo may you, | 
and besunready ; how? Iscannot, but God will teach 
it you by affliction: » Pfalayxxxix. 6,7: “You/are fo- 
»yourners here with Gods as all your fathers there is 
~nothing:proper, nothing long to be enjoyed: 
oeeMeans. 2. Own the Lord Jefus; he is yours, but 
jyouewn him not; as Simeon came to the’ temple'and 
‘there found =him, and there bleft God; “* and now’’ 
(faith he) ‘‘ let me depart in peace ;”” hath the Lord 
.dtirred yup. unutterable fighings, and groanings, and 
;Mmournings: (you think (at may be) if Chrift was pre- 
sfent,syou would not doubt of anfwer) and they con- 
tinue ftill, and do you think Chrift is bard-hearted ? 
»hath the Lord come to thee in the ternple;'and mani- 
_fefted: his love by his own promife, fure, and faithful, 
and wilt thou not yet own him? hait had, and halt 
-now the firft fruition of the Spirit, and wilt not yet own 
“him? and art afraid to go to him, when others are in 
glory thatitrod in.thy fteps? O be humbled for‘irs I 


‘know theres nothing which makes fearit, but ate- 


bellious:vile heart, and nature; and can the Lord love © 
fuch a one? yes; fuch a one, if he mourns under it, 
‘Rom: viis 24. Hav lvii. 18, 19. “* The Lord will create, 
peace; hewhath feen. thy ways, aid “he will heal 
“ethems;’??vandawhen you have him‘thus,;“6wn bim 
daily, keep»your peace, do nothing which*may make 
you lofe boldnefsin prayer, and therefore*reckon ‘dai- 
dy withhim; and remember, the promife flands, when 
feelings are loft. ta fs PELE SATE SR 
ts Obed But I can do but little for him!” z 
« Anf. Trae, Ua. Ixiv. 6. ‘Thou the Lord’s clay, 
his veffel, though of little ‘public ufe, yet in'thy — 
place do, what thou canit for Chrift Jefus. Servants, _ 
matters, members, rich, poor; beftir yourlelves for 
Chrift, you fhall lofe nothing by it, fxe. Pre A 
Sai Fee : iat Reg tee g a be “\Werfe 
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Verfe 10. . The door was Sout. 


In thefe words is fet down the confequent of that 
which immediately followed, the wife virgins gracious . 
entertainment with Chrift ; ‘* the door was fhut,” by -— 
which is fignified the exclufion of the foolifh from the 
fellowfhip of Chrift; as alfo the greatnefs of Chrift’s 
love to the wife, opening the door of glory unto them; 
and when they are gathered, shutting the door againft 
every one elie. | ; 
Hence obferve, : | on 
Obferv. 1. That the endeared love of Chrift to his 
elect, doth much appear in this, in opening the door 
of glory unto them, and fhutting it againft others of 
efteem and name in the church of God; for thisis 
one {cope of the words; Gen. vil. 16. 
To open the kingdom of heaven to all the world, 
and fave all, would be great love in the eyes of the — 
faints ; but to fave them, and condemn others, to re- 
ceive them, and exclude others, and that of great 
-name and efteem, virgins, this fets out the Lord’s love 
exceedingly; Chrift’s diftinguifhing, feparating love, 
is his great love, Mat. xi. 25. aig es 
_, Reafon 1. If we confider the multitude of the one, 
-and fewnefs of the other; not only in regard of the 
world, but in regard of-others in churches, Luke xiii. 
24. ‘¢ Many fhall feek and many that are firft, fhall 
*¢ be lait,’” Mat. xix. 30. are 
Reafon 2. \f we confider that there is as much rea- 
fon appearing outwardly, that the Lord fhould chufe- 
the one as well as the other ; what difference is appear- 
ing outwardly between thefe virgins? I will warrant 
you the wife did think the foolifh as good, and it may 
be far better than themfelves. Judges vi. 15. Saith 
Gideon, “ How’ wilt thou fave Ifrael by me? I am 
se the leaft in my father’s houfe ; yet faith the Lord, I 
* will be with thee ;” fo the faints may fay, and do fay, 
why 


- 
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and do fay, why Lord, wilt thou fave me? I am the 
leaft and pooreft of all others. 

Reafon 3. If we confider the reafon why the Lord 
doth this, and that is becaufe of nothing: but the will 


of God, his good pleafure; Mat. xi. 25. For why 
_fhould their veffels be filled ? they received, and not 


others, only the will of God ; 
Of which hereafter. - ® 

Reafon 4. Uf we confider. the intolerable torment of 
thofe wleo go far, and yet are excluded. Mat. viii. 
1i, 12. “ Children of the kingdom caft out, there 
<< fhall be weeping ;” the higher a man is rifen, the 


‘1 know not you,” &c. 


- greater is his fall, and his bruifes at the bottom; fo 


when one hath been raifed up to great hopes, profef- 
fion, affection, yet now to fall, to lofe all, to fee he 
hath been {pinning cobwebs all his life! when Ifrael 
were near to Canaan, now to be fhut out! Now they 
wept. 

Ujfe 1. We may fee hence, what little caufe any 
have to boaft only in outward privileges, or common 
gifts, graces, excellencies I confefs it is great mer-' 
cy for the Lord to calla man out of his prophanenels, 
and feparate him from the world, bringing him to the _ 


- fellowfhip of faints, and give him that which makes 


him reputed well of by others; but boaft not only of’ 
this, as if the Lord did therefore highly favour you 3 
for Jefus may fhew (for all this) his love to his 
own, and his terror to thee, and may fhut the door 
of glory at laft to thee, and may fhut the door of glo.” 
ry at laft upon thee. 1 Cor, i. 27, 28, 29. % The 
<¢ Lord chufes things that are not, to bring to nought 


<¢ and to ftain other glory.” Rom. xi. 17. TheGen- | 


tiles boafted themfelves, that they were grafled in; O- 
faith the apoftle (feeing this fpirit apt to rife) boaft 
not, be not high-minded, do not grow fecure, but 
fear ; common graces ever make men proud, as others 
make men humble; they defpife not others, they 
magnify God ; if the Lord hath made a difference, fee 
the goodnefs of God, verfe 22. but boaft not there- 

M 2 he 
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in, therefore do mot content thyfelf witha name to 
live, and having fome cankered hopes, fome fhining - 
‘excellencies; for the Lord may do this to fhew others _ 
his Joye, and yet ftain thy glory; as one that hath — 
great hopes of preferment, many friends to commend ~~ 
and fpeak for him; if one tells bim, you fhall certain- 
ly lofé all your labour, he will mourn mote than 
another that had no hopes, nor helps at-all of rif- 
ing; he will not glory in any thing he hath, but 
will take fome fure and fafer way ; fo I fay to you, if 
there be the leaft grace and favour, blefs God for 
that, but do not boatt of any thing elfe. oe 
—Ufe 2. Hence the faints may learn how to affect 
. their hearts with the Lord’s love to them (for there 
is fuch a poifonful difpofition in them, that though 
they have it, yet they cannot be affected fometimes 
with it; up Deborah, awake lute and harp) and it is. 
this; do not only remember, and think on the Lord’s 
~ love faving thee, calling, humbling, &c. but fo’as to © 
_ callthee, and leave others ; to quicken thee, and leave 
others dead ; to open the door of glory to thee, aud 
cxclude others; to call thee out of thy finful compa- 
ny, fome: of which like brands are now {moaking in 
- this ‘world, others burning in another ; to call thee 
out of a finful, ignorant family, thou the: leaft,. 
the worft of them, and to leave the reft, this is 
much ! 
But when thou art brought. into the kingdom of 


‘ heaven, fellowfhip of faints, for the Lord to love thee, 


fet his heart upon thee, when he forfakes others of 
thy own company of great parts and abilities, whom | 

thou thinkeft better of than thyfelf, at leaft as well ; 
to pull down thefe princes to the dunghil, and to éx- 
alt thy horn; to cut down thefe cedars, and to pre- © 
'. ferve a fhrub; to tread upon the greateft glo- 
_ ry of man, and to pity a worm, for fo thow. art, 
* m thine own eyes ;  O let this fire; warm thy - 

heart, though thou haft been affected with it before, 

He . - fpecially: 


et pee ae ts 
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{pecially confidering no reafon for it, but only the - 
good pleafure of God; this affected Chrift himfelf, 
Mat. xi. 25. It istrue, you do not fee this done, but 
you fhall one day behold it with your eyes, only let. 
this love: kindle love, thankfulnefs, humility in thine 
heart again, ) he 

And hence, if the Lord hath put a difference be. - 
tween thee and others, do not deny, do not doubt 
of, do not defpife his grace; that if thou haft loft 


- thy firft love, this: may recover it;- if all-his love 


makes thee more humble and thankful, « you ftand,” 
Rom. xi. 20. Ifa. lxv. 16. Do not fear thy eftate; 
becaufe the Lord cuts off the natural branches, that 
therefore thou mayft be one;, but be fearful of the 
leaft fin, and wrong to Chrift, that hath loved thee, 
elpecially of pride, and unthankfulnefs the root of 
that; and remember, that the poor things are cho- ’ 


fen to confound the mighty. 


Obf. 2. That the door of grace and glory fhall be 
fhiut againft all wicked men living, at the coming of 


the Lord at death or judgment ; there is a time that 


the door is open unto men, in regard of minitfterial 
difpenfations (for fecrets of election we. are not to 
mind)! Ifa. lv. 6, 7.. Vhis time is in this hfe; but 

when death comes, then it is fhut; when angels fin- 
ned, the Lord immediately fhut the door againf¥ 
them: but through Chrift the door is open for term | 
of life to men. | LS 2 

Reafon\. Becaufe after death there is no means of 
grace or glory left, which is the miniftry of the word 
and prayer: for that is the chief key of opening the. 


door, even when the doors of heart and heaven aré | 
fbut, Mat. xvi. 19. and hence 2 Cor. vi. 2. Now 
“is the time of prayers and preaching, and fo to be 


helped ; but after death there are no minifters, they 
are at reft from their labours; and the miniftry of 
mén is for men, not for naked fouls. ‘Lazarus muft 
not give a drop of cold water then to cool the tongue, 
much defs minifters to comfort or convert their 

= | hearts 3’ 


. 
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998°") + ON THE EARS OF THE oe 


~ hearts: it is true, the Lord can work extraordinarily; > 

but do you think he will do it for one that hath del- + 
pifed grace all his life e ; 5 ce” ia 

Reafon 2. Becaule it is impoffible they fhould re- 
pent after death, by any other means (if means were — 
afforded) as by feeing their fin, and feeling their pu- 
nifhment. John ix. 4. “ The night cometh wherein 
> no man can work ;” becaufe after death, comes 
judgment of wrath to the wicked, Heb. ix. wit all 
patience and pity hath forfaken them, and fo wrath ~ 
lies upon them, that they can ‘do nothing but bear 
it; as one under a great load,-or burning in the 
fire, all his thoughts, and affections, and {pirits. are — 
taken up with that, and that is all he can do, Heb. 

x. 27. So here. : 

‘Ufe 1. Of confutation of a viperous, fantaftical, 
fecret opinion, which like a ghoft haunts thé minds 
of fome people, (viz.) that think and conclude even 
«n time of health, in. midft of faving healing means, 
that their time of grace is paft, and the door is fhut 
to them, before Chrift comes againft them at death 
or judgment ; which though God many times turns — 
for good, to humble a bold heart which will burn 
God’s day-light out, and linger invits fins, yet it doth 
fometimes dead the heart from all effectual endea- 
yours, and difcourage the heart from all duties, 
makes all the gofpel the miniftry of blood and death, 
and a hand-writing againtt it; and when it concludes 
God hath fhut the door againtt it, it fhuts God, and 
Chrift, and all his promifes out of his heart. 

“1, Some think they. have finned againit light, 
have had fome blafphemous thoughts, that they have 
committed the unpardonable fin, &c. | 

“5. Some others think not fo, but yet they hear ~ 
that fome men’s time is out before death : they think 
theirs is alfo, having fought fo long, they are even 
fealed up by God to hardnefs of heart; and thus 
fome feemingly coming to Chrift, are indeed kept off 
from him., ; 

. 3. Others 


* 
th 
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3. Others of the faints’ meeting with many fore 
troubles and trials, and that for fome fins; and one 
deep calling to another, they think with David 
*¢ God hath forgot, hath fhut up his mercies, will 
** remember no more to be gracious ;”” and though - 
he hath been fo, yet becaufe he hath been fo abufed . 
by them, that therefore now he will not be merciful 
again ; and thus their hearts fink. ‘ ‘ 

-O remember, the gate of God’s grace is not fhut 
up before death, then is the time for it to be fhut. 
I confefs indeed, there is a time in this life, the Lord 
doth ceafe to ftrive, and doth forfake the foul; and 
we may fay of them, as Chrift, “* O that thou hadft 
<< known ! but now they are hid from thine eyes :”’— 
But yet this is a fecret, which as a fecure defpifer of 
grace fhould tremble at, fo thofe that are awakened, 
and fet in their way to Chrift, fhould not trouble 

themfelves about it. 

Olyject. But O that I did know whether it be paft 

or no! : 

_Anf, \ hall rather give to thefe people fome good 
counfel ; for it is not for you to know thefe times 
and feafons; though this I would fay, if the unpar- 
donable fin be not committed. 

1. This time of the door’s being fhut, is not in 
time of health and peace, but in time of extreme 
trouble, wherein trouble doth affe&t them more than 
the fin; as Prov. i. and as many when a fick bed is. 
come, and in Noah’s flood, 1 Pet. ili. 29. 

9. Or if it be in time of health, this is ever the 
companion of it, (yiz.) hatred, and oppofing faints 
fecretly or openly, becaufe Chrift having quite for- 
faken him, his heart {wells againft the faints ; hence’ — 
Saul envied David, Efau hated Jacob; murmurers 
againtt God were inthe wilder»efs, and againft Mo- 
fes; but I come to counfel ; for God lets loofe fatan - 
full of malice, upon a poor creature, fometimes to 
vex and trouble. plaice aot ie es! j be: 
- ‘Firft, Confider the root of this diftemper, Sie 
either 


ie 
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either great, pride, ‘of beri ng of the riches of Gods 


graces ie r rs we agit s 
nag ae Pade ; fh, for (this. we { ral find: Ie Sach, "Bitte _be- | 
rayle they’ have, not peace, Heth st ieneth awe 


‘granted unto them, 2 and ‘that which 4 ud have, 
vai, aie Meee and: cA ASRS, hy. mine § ey te 
ar not iG. mea sof graces. what 4S a, 
hae if God path f fa Zen me? AY at. call ae % 

BbASs faite fet lanes RO! fheweds 3), ore : 
ii ee giofetace ; ti if Tha ad, OT Sones i AM . 
hi a Sa th hk. f for mercy 3but J uch evils, 


mi erie, cannot be. Temedie _ Fruby,, 3S 
fling of a phyfician, to eae ifds a aes . 
q would be tender and Aslehela 5 bur, AGP being ; 
Jfoexceedingly difedfed 5. fo ita s heres & e sang pil 
segue I > sContider, ‘peated the time be. alts yet 
‘remember mre art worthy te be. ost €n..9 i God bt 
ven from thy birth, not worthy, of thycda 
much Je a to, tafe, of Gad’s. Ste 3) the. Ld on : 
oth t to. ut the door ; ° hence BS: wept.on r Jeruf, al ent 
and Pal. Isxxi. 42«-cried out, “ O that my speople 
pte | walked i in) my ways 1”? ‘thy. ‘fins provoked. th 
‘Lord | unto it, if he hath in juttice caft thee off 5 ae 
_ fore though it be paft, be not difcouraged, but, He 
down humbled, as Judg. x. 14, 15. and as Day 
Pia. lit; 3,“ “My tears are my meat, while thes ae y 
a fo, Where is your God ?”” So tell the Lord, ya 
faith, and feeling faith, and fears fay, Where i is my 
God? . Lord pity ! and if thy heart be fick, tell_the 
Lord of it, verfe 6. I am _perfuaded many. thould 
quickly Fea) an an{wer to this queflion, _by taking: this 
courfe ; byt they mifs at leaft of the comfort. of grace 
and mercy, becaufe they will be difpofers of t the pide 
grace and time. 

Thirdly, Confider, it may he that time i is pa ‘pat, 
Atiis.a fecret only known to God ;, the door of grace 
may only feem to be. fhut; why doth, Chrift ‘bid 
knock elfe? When the Ninevires- heard that they 
thould die within forty days, Jon. ili, 9, fay they, 

: “Who 
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* Whocap tell but the Lord may repent;” you fay the 
decree is paft, and fpoken ; and as Spira faid, {i have 
. that witnefled. I fay again, who can tell, but (if 
God had faid fo, but) that he may repent ? therefore 
be not difcouraged, or faint becaufe of this. . Nay, 
it is moft probable time is not paft. es 

1. Becaufe the things of thy peace, the difcovery 
of the vilenefs of thine own heart, the glory of Chrift 
is not hid from thine eyes. 

2. God calls thee now to return; when Judah had 
banifhed David, and they might think, He will not 
receive us; yet when David fent by his meflengers, 
«© Why do you not bring the king back? I am flefh 
<¢ of your flefh ;” then they were all encouraged to 
- hope for favour, 2 Sam. xix. 12,14. So, 

Fourthly, Confider, if thou doft return, the time 
of love is fo far from being paft, as that it is then 
come indeed unto thy foul. | 

- Obje. But my fin is great! 

Anf. Suppofe it be blafphemy of Chrift, nay, mur- 
der of the Son of God; yet Acts ii. 38. when Peter 
preached ‘ repentance to life,” they that gladly re- 
ceived that word, who might be inftrumental to cru- 
cify Chrift, were received. O but my heart is hard! | 
Hof. x. 12. break up your fallow ground, &c. [tis 
time, faith he, &c. ; 

Objeé?. But I have refufed to return, and have not 
been afhamed ! 

Anf, No, fer. viii. 7. “ Shall he fall, and not a- 
‘é rife? fhall the Lord turn away, and not return ?” 
why then is he fallen perpetually > the reafon is gi- 
ven, “ Noman faid, What have I done. how have 
‘| defpifed God’s grace? the ftork knows her fea- 
fon,’ but, &c. the Lord keep you from dathing 
yourfelves in pieces here, and make this a word of 
Chrift’s encouragement to thee. ; ame 

Ufe 2. Of exhortation unto all men, not to delay 
your making peace with God; for when you are 

. Nn dead 
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dead the gate is fhut; and if angels fhould ery to 
have it opened, they fhall mot De etGe eee 
‘You that are young, take warning this day, do 
not think there is time enough hereafter: You that 
are old, do not think it too late, or that it would be 
a fhame to you to begin now, who have propt up 
your hearts with bafe comforts; you that have been 
jtirred, but are now fallen afleep, beware.of dying im — 
your ditches, and pits, wherein you are, fallen; you 
mutt ftand before God fhortly. Though you never 
repented yet, &c. never was in bitternefs, never had 
any great mourning, &c. never knew. the life of 
Chrift, peace of confcience, never felt the kingdom, 
and mighty power of Chrift, yet defpair not, tor yet 
there is hope; but if once death comes, then thou 
art gone:. it is day yet, and Chrift, holds open his 
wings yet; but if death comes his time is out.) 
Obje@. But 1 have a fair time yet before me... 
An. 1. \t may be not; for thou art condemned 
already. Sy Moe Aber aa es 
2. If you have, yet wilt abufe patience, and for- 
bearance of God? wilt defpife what leads thee to re- | 
-pentance!\ as aman finking, fpits in the face of 
him that holds up his head ; wilt thou be worfe than 
a devil? ee 
_. Object. But a little repentance will ferve the turn, 
it is quickly done? Rae street 
Anf. O no! as Paul faid, ‘I have fought a good 
“ fieht;” thou haft finsas dear as thy life to forfake ; 
thou haft devils, world to wreftle with; nay, God 
himfelf to wreftle with: you cannot run. your racein 
a day. beg ee 
Object. What if I be fhut out ? cole ced a: 
Anf, ‘fay no more but only what Solomon, faid, 
Prov. v. 11,12,13. “.O how Ihave hated reproof! that 
fhali be thy woful. dirge another day, when fhut out ; 
© never to have one look, one word from Chrift, 
but to fee him afar off; this fhall be thy fearful por-. 
tion hereafter. Truly we may take up that com; 
; | plaint 


oe 


JEN VIRGINS. 283 


§ 


weather, not Chrift’s coming. 


plaint ‘of Chrift, You can difcern the times of the 


anaes Raw . ; a 
Verfe, I ft, 12. Afterward came allo the other virgins, faying, 
_ Lord; Lord, open unto ws. But he anfwered and faid, Vex 
4H ily T fay unto yous T know you not. : 
A inns) 3 ¥ RTI : ; y ‘ 
Pnethefe two verfes is fet down the -entertainment. 
Chrift gives unto'the foolifh virgins, and his behavi- 
our toward them 5 and that is, he did not own them; 
as his, but faith, ** 1 know you not.” Their mife-: 
rable rejection is aggravated from thefe particulars,: 
fhewing their mifery. ~ 9) | 9 

i. The note of certainty of this, ‘* Verily,”?. &c. 

2. Though they cam2 afterward to the Lord, (it 
is not faid, with their oil in their veflels, &.) 

3. Though they prayed to the Lord to open when. 
they came. Fi 5 i 

4. Though they prayed earneftly, ‘¢ Lord, Lord.”’ 

5. Though they fought thus with arguments, 
« Lord; Lord,” as if they fhould fay, ‘Chou art - 
our Lord and Saviour; we look for life from none 
but thee. " 

Ohserv. 1. That after the coming of Chrift to.» 
death or judgment, then fhall thofe who are moft — 
fécretly wicked, know certainly that the gate is hut, 
and their exclufion, and final feparation from the face 
of Chrift. 

Thefe foolith virgins had fome hopes and affuran= 
ces of mercy, while the bridegroom was abfent in 
» gheir life; fo men have in this world fuch hopes 5 
but when Chrift came, and fhut the door upon them, 
then they knew their miferable condition. . 

This life is compared unto a fleep, and dream, Pla. 
xe, 5: wherein men underitand and conceive of things” 
with falfe thapes ; fo here but when they awaken, 
then they appear otherwile ; after death men are a- 
wakened, and then they fee things as they are; the 


parable of the rich man, Luke xvi. proves this. 
Pax Nn2 ee Reason 
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| Reason 1» Becaufe! God) then lets in anewslight, 
moft full and clear, to= fee} and know-things assthey) 
are, and foto know!themfelyes andstheir eftatess it 
is.an atheift?s Speech, ‘Eccleh dx. igsizsond.. SoBhat - 
<< the deadiknowsnot any:things;’?vandi hence) be as: 
merry as you! can, eatithy:bread.with joy, &es Noy 
now, they, docknow, o&o.! asithefaints know! theit:e-) 
ternal ,acceptation, iby: -moft | glorious dights;'Gody 
walks darkly: dieres;:butsthen this full light: fhall comer 
‘Yn s5as-it is witha man that-is to be-condemned, ‘be-) 
fore hebejcaft, thé judge brings in full evidence y foi 
Heb. ix. uit. ‘© After death comethbyudgment;”? 
there is full evidence'p:when Adam stood ibéforeiGod, 
the Lord-fullysconvinced: him; when ‘death comes;! 
then there is an end-of men’s:ftewardfhips;\dike xvio 
2,-and when an end;comes:to that, what comes then ? 
Comeé-:give up thy account ;now! thofesshofei rect 
koning$ arenaught; muft either| decetve and blind: 
the all-fearching eyes of God, and fo not be ‘found’ | 
out, or; they, fhall-fee. wherein they:havenbeen! faith- 
 Iefs andofalfe, -. What: is, fpoken-of theigeneral judg+ 
- maent istruealfo of this particular, !it}is/ thenday:-of 
revelation s:.oGod:himfelf will -mow:cleanitp:matters 
as Ghrifiodothi here,“ Verily; 1 know-you not.??5 11) 
po dReafor re Becaufe-then: the foul, will defire to know, 
anid jhave|deifureto,ifee, and: know <itfelfyrids thefe 
foolith virgins, itheir fouls were looking» (ina fort). 1in 
..' life-ti me for Ghrik,, but.now they, looksandpf elec: 
deed; fomesknow notithemfelves though having dight; 
nor) their prefent-mifery,: becaufe they -defire mot to” 
know j and, hence refle& not upon themfélvesiaécord-— 
ing. to light{now,i.on if-they defire fostocdos yet they 
have uot leifure; the noife and multitudesof cares, 
keeps them | dromp a, cleat knowing) of theinseftates : 
but-now men fhall bé:brought:te thes landvof) folitari- 
Hels, andthall have leifure,tosfee, havingiGod’s: light 
iin.to fee-by,s therenfhall then: be ino. bufinels, butionly 
fto,confider, whoiam L?:aitd'what:have I done ?smen 
to Sinai ert nis ie edowoe © anise gael 


ITA 
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fhallshave no cities: to buildjno bufinefs' toido; as Fee- 


lix then, aud‘hence'putoutthelighto') bos - ert 

| Reafon'3. ‘Becaife: them 'confeience*ts'throughly-a- 
wakened, becaufe it isa time df judgment! now 5 ‘and 
if fo, then the: awitnefiesimuft appears though they 
havé beer filent long befdres! they. fhallvbe forced to 
{peaks 1) Now»lit is wonderfulto fee what confcience 
witk fpeak; when God awakens dt ;7menanany 'tinves 
willondtfee the evil which>they have done‘ but cont 
feience owill-irake them fee it, nay, confefs it, ‘when it 
is awakenedi> |'Vhree things :confcierice will do; when 


it'is@wakeneddismics isob jis a xT: eld 
bp2lt-wilk fhew!a mam his chief fins ; which he'de: 

fended’, which he extenuated; which he never fafpea: : 

ed/y seithéferthings:haft thou doveltis ng 21 o19d1 asda: 


sh nw 


thefe thingssfhallybe acted much more lively ‘Pfale?. 
a1. 1 will reprove thee;” even of what they'thought 
God idid sapprove, ““’and I will fet ‘them inorder,” 
in their mumber and greatnels before their! eyes 5” 12°. 
of confcience s-all falfhoods, deceits, loath foine tricks, 


make nem fay. / id BHO 
foul is: committed) appears to ithe foul ‘arid it fe suit 
+ felt inili@hands:’ ‘Phebeft'Rypocrite is never deliv. 
érediout.of the hands ofSatan andhis' power she will 
‘eithet keep conftant poflefion ; oraPnot, yet he will 
lreturn again ; now he will not appear in this time of 

peace — 
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peace to the foul, becaufe there is yet hope ; but after 
death, then hope is paft, and therefore then appears 5 
for as the fouls of the elect are carried to heaven by.. 
angels, and blefled among them ; fo e contra, the fouls. 
of the wicked are in the hands of devils; 1 Pet. ml. 
ig. “ He preached to the fpirits now in prifon ;””. 
thieves, fo long as they are not known, or if known, 
not apprehended, they fear not death ; but when ta-, 
ken,‘and laid up in prifon, there they know their. 
death, and there they fee their jailor ; fo here ; and. 
as fatan did condemn, and fad the heart of the hum- - 
bled Gut-caft; 2 Cor. i 11. fo much more thefe, 
when caft out from the prefence of God. A captive’ 
when taken by him that hath overcome him, the con-. 


queror appears, and fets his foot upon him, efpecially. 


if one eminent whom fatan hath conquered. 

Reafon 5. Becaufe of the intolerable and heavy wrath 
of God, which then doth feize upon the foul. Luke 
xvi. * 1am tormented :” In this life, though God be . 
loft, yet mens hearts are comforted with creatures, — 
and patience, and common bounty; as it is with 
fealded legs, eafed in the water; but now when men 
ate dead, then there is no creature to enjoy, to eafe 
the heart; the body is dead, and what are thefe things 
to the foul, now hence the foul feels God is gone, and » 
forever gone, and now when he hath moft need, in’ 
great torment gone, the foul feels this, I fay ; and feel-_ 
ing this woe, in their hearts. Let men deceive 
themfelves never fo deeply with falfe imaginations, 
yet when they feel it otherwife, it fhall confute them, 
as the generations of men.in the days:of Noah; mea 
will have fome hope while patience dafts, but when’ 
that is gone, then their hopes and hearts fink alfo ; 
whilés men be in the veffel, they hope ‘to live, but if 
_ that fink, and ‘they can fee no plank nor fhare, but 

fee waves, and men crying, &c, now their hearts muft 
needs fail them. ee ‘ ie) 

Ufe . OF terror to them who upon clear conviction 
from the word, will not believe their doom, their mi- 


fery 
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fery now. Sometime the word comes fo near men, 
and the very fin they live and lie in, is pointed at, 
found out, and words and thoughts opened, as if fome 
body had told the minifter of the man; and they think 


he {peaks againft me, but, they will not believe that - 


fin is fo black, or God fo angry, but hope well; but 
if they du flight, and regard not thefe convictions, 

“yet O remember the time is drawing on, and it is not 
far of, but therein you fhall know, the word of the 
Lord is more precious to him than to you ;, you let it 


fall, but the Lord will not; 1 Sam. iii. 19. The old 


world would not believe Noah, the Lord therefore 
made their experience convince them of it. I know 
men may be deceived ; but as he faid in another cafe 
the word is not bound ; fo the word which like God, 
fearcheth the fecrets of thy heart, and thy hypoerify, 
-thatis not deceitful; thy fceptre, O Lord, is a right 


y - 


fceptre, and it cannot be crooked and bent. And if 
man doth condemn thee know it, God is greater than 


man, and it is his glory to confirm the words of his. 


fervants, that are not diviners, foothfayers and uncer- 
tain prognofticators of mens deftinies, Ifa. xliv. 26. 
but having their warrant from the word, it fhall be con- 
firmed by God himfelf; nay, that very word fhall a-. 


rife though it fleeps now; the. word is only left as a. 
witnefs, Mat. xxiv.~1 4. and do you think it fhall not — 


be fo? if Chrift lives, he will confirm it. Is it not bet-. 
ter to know your condition now, and be humbled for 
it feeing elfe you muft know it when it is too late to 
know it? If two have a quarrel againft each other, 
and the one who hath the better fide entreats to agree” 
with him, to acknowledge his fault, be humbled, he 
will forgive him, before he comes to higher courts 


where it will be tried, and himfelf calt, and fuch a 


fine, and, damages be fet upon his head, 23 will ut. 
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to liften, till he hath fpent,all, and is utterly undone, 
and beggared; truly thus if is here; and fo | end, 
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with reminding you of the fpeech of God to Eli's 

fons, 1 Sam. ii. 25. ‘* They heard not their father, 

< becaufe God would flay them ;”’ fo here you will 
not hear minifters condemn you, becaufe God will 
do it. ee : 

Uje 2. See.the great folly of thofe, who having got 
fome falfe comforts, and are loth to know the worft 
of their eftates now; Ifa. xxx. 10. that fay to the 
prophets, ‘ peophely deceits;” or if not, they will 
not come to the light; John iil. 20. or if light come | 

to them, “‘ they hate it,”? and put ic out, choke it, if 
they do not alfo hate the man. Shall you know your 
eftate hereafter, and will you not fee it, nor the 
hounds, becaufe it fees not them; fo it is here; what 

_willit profit you to bide your eyes from the Almighty’s 
fearch, who cannot hide yourfelves ? It is true, if there 
was no hope now, then men might comfort themfelves, 
and not die with thoughts and fears of it, till they — 
come to die;. but there is hope ;—O folly not to fee 
it now! and truly this is mens frame. ns 

1. Becaufe fome think it a fhame to begin now, 

- after they have been fo well thought of, now to ftrip 
themfelves. 7 

2. Becaufe of trouble, men naturally will avoid: it, 
and hence fkin their fores over fuperficially, 

_ 3. Becaufe they think it impoflible, or very difficult 
to be faved now, if all fhould be naught that they 
have done already ; and hence, rather hazard all, and 
put it to the venture. 
4. Becaufe they muft maintain their imnocency 
eo Wares What? mutt I not believe, nor hope 
well! , 

5- Becaufe when they have done their beft, they 
can do no more than what they do now, viz. truft to, 
God’s mercy, Ss grat 

But more particularly this appears : sea 

-Firft, When men will not fee, nor defire the Lord 

_ to reveal their fin and deceits, Pfal. xxxvi. 3. That 

is one. part of heart-flattery, not to fee to do good; a 
de gracious 
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‘gracious’ heart is broken off front flattery }-he knows 
it;°and hénce ‘will to the Lord ; when hé' knows not: 
himfelf; (and ‘his eftaté, Lord teach me's"the damning 
fin” isfome deat fin; a fin which the foul”allows ha- 
bitation, and houfe-room, and heart-room unto ;'and’ 
hence” it will not fee it, becaufe its Woutd “not “part 
witht; and hence it faith,’ Ft cannétefee it, “Bes 
caufe it will not; it is in oppreflion by walawful’ prices’ 
and’ exacting immoderate wages, ‘éannéti fee their Tins 
though ‘ privatély, and publicly ‘fpokeit’ of, *becaufe 
they will not; cannot fee it, ‘becaufé they will not} 
if4is ‘{trange to fee how tinié-fervers’ will defend tHeir’ 
fathions; and°they cannot fee it, becaufe thé heart is” 
féerétly in ove with fuch vanities ; and it isjuft; fees 
if they'love not the truth, they fhould be! deceived” 
by errors.’ “Pwo ways men have to hide their! iis front’ 
“God himfelf.°- pashie 1 won sqol om tsw 
va’ By covéring’ them ‘with reafon aman thapis: 
afhamed of bis’ nakednefs or fore, he will get a’covers 
ing for it ; hereby Oné may know what a man’s Chief” 
fin is; viz. by his reafoning s for it sas one thay know 
where thé eggs* be, by the hen’s ‘fttin eupot them’; 
and ttuly, a little reafon will blind the eyésinany’ 
times's Hay, though God and feripture be brought in 5 
Balaam would ‘fain find out fome lightfrom°G6d ‘to 
cuffe, and from altar to altar he went; ‘&e. "but found 
nothing’; thus'here, &c. pene Dae oe OS 
9, By covering them with duties and”forrows, and> 
et keeping them ; for when men ‘do ‘fee their ‘fing 
aiid it 18 @teat; what do th ey thérefore “they waftrit 
with “teatss they confefs it as thofe, Ma. bt) Cae 5, 82 
they faft for ftrife or debate 5, they svould be vexed” 
with entaped confciences but for thefe duties; and this. 
makes ‘them’ hopé ‘well; and” here’ come in “thofe, y 
diftinctions, | have fins as others, but | mouiriv"under 
them; © but remember, thoie® forr ows “ceftroy fin 
firlle Ghd‘ hittle; and @o fot féed fin par thele‘eafe 

thee in thy fit5” 
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290 ON THE PARABLE OF THE 
« in the furrows; you fpeak words,”’ faith the Lord, ts 
&c. So here, &c. "ine vata or 
Secondly, When men are willing the Lord fhould 
let them fee their fin, but unwilling to attend him in 
the ufe of all means for that end; efpecially thefe 
two. eh bag | reds hy 
1 Diligent watch over the heart daily, by frequent 
refle@ting upon its own atts; itis firange to fee what 
difcoveries might be, made by obferving ends, aims, — 
motives of workings; hence Chrift beats much upon 


this. 


2. Daily meditation in fome folemn manner, 2 Tim. 


i 7. Confider, what I fay ; and the Lord fhall give 
/ thee underftanding ;” it is a‘thoufand to one if 


men do not lofe themfelves, and fouls in negle&- of 
this. Hag. i. 5,7. David faid, I confidered my 
“ways, and turned.” Now to fay, let the Lord 
fearch me, but not to ufe means, is to fhut! your 


“eyes againft the book, and fay, Now, Lord teach ~ 
Fane: ) 


‘Ujeisg. OF exhortation; O therefore know’ the 
worlt of your own hearts now. Phil. i. 12. ° Work 


-& out your falvation with fear :”” faints with a fear of 
~ careful fearch, but you much more. Gen. xxvil. 11, 
12. When Rebeccah woulda have Jacob go toTfaac, 


faith Jacob, ‘* What if my father feel me, ] may get 


«a curfe then.” So the Lord Jefus (believe it) will 
feel thee; he will fee who thou art, before he let thee 


ihto heaven; if thou art a ftranger to thy fin, and 
Chrift, and his grace, thou fhalt fee the gate fhut up- 


‘en. thee hereafter; therefore know it now how it is 


with thee ; nothing will be fuch a cut to thy heart as 
this, viz. whenvit.is too late to fee the fin which ruin- 
ed; Ovthis will.torment! as it doth politicians, when 
they fee, there d forfook a rule of policy, there 1 was 
miftaken ; if I had carried the bufinefs otherwife there, 
then | had’ got this.;,O it troubles them 5 fo it will do 
you, when you fhall fee your projects and hopes 
Cafhed. | mgr 


| Queft.. 
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po Quek. How fhall I know this ? . 
be Anf. 1. ‘Mark what other godly, and difcerning, 
fpeak, or fear concerning thee ; for though God re- 
-veals not a hypocrite. to all, yet itis feldom but it is 
.to fome or others, 1 Tim. v. 25. not {peak aguinit, 

yet not give full teftimony. Rep hy 
vy Mark what confcience {peaks, or fears thee with 
.in_ cool. blood, without getting thofe fears quenched 
dy frefh application of Chrift’s blood ; “itis faid, the 
fears of the wicked thall_ come upon him ; there are 
fome hot pangs which men have, and then think well 
of themfelves, but generally live out from God and’ 
Chrift.. Mark which way the fcale turns, when you 
are ftill; the worm that is not killed, will gnaw for- 

ever, if it bites now. © vif 5 aaa 

” Mark what troubled thee when afflictions were 
- upon thee; then God many times convinceth men.of 
folly ; when Benjamin’s fack had the cup, ‘‘ the Lord 
. §* hath found out our iniquity,” faid they, Gen. xliv. 
16. So fome evils may be falfely imputed, but then 
‘you fhall fee fome other fin, (it may be) for which 
the Lord may have had long a controverfy; with 

ou. i 

: 4. Mark what thou art when crofied ; many aone 
is good, while men and God pleafe him 5 but when 
reproof comes, or he is croft, then he is mad, hair- 
brained, hateful, fcornful, wilful, Eccl. x. 11: for 
_men may be croft of their will, but their own ends 
,» they, will not be croftin ; matk how you deny your 
own ends in what you do, then you may appeal to 
21 God, indeed. Bike: Le ee 
as tiecht Mark your temptations, and corruptions, | with 
_pjeppolition 5 if all be quiet, either there 1s a truce for: 
no i@ time, OF ‘elfe, there is peace between you and fin, 

ogy and, fatan, and fo war between Godand ORs ae 
east 6. Mark thy opinions Fy fometimes; faith Solomon, 
aby fa.fool vis . ot known till then, Proy. Xyily 28. for 
voc they ar ie Canlels tome ink fimplt city) from pee 
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Queft. 2. How may the faints come to be fetiled, that 


they may know this ¢ oi oe ese Deere 
Anf. 1. Beware of>contenting yourfelf with any 


meéafure ; but with Paul “ reach after things before,” 


&c. for hence the foolifh virgins were deceived; — 
but after all fillings be ever empty, hungry, and 
feeling need, and praying for more, fetting thyfelf 
againit all fin; fay with David, “* Cleanfe me from 


“i «  peeretitine: 2 , 


2. Strike at the root of all fin, (viz.) your evil. 
natures, mourn daily under it, and the activity of it, - 
and though fome fins be unknown, yet when the 
root dies, they fhall die, Ma. Ivii. 18. When you, . 
mourn for this, God will fpeak peace. BO fer} 

3. Be fure your end be right, that having receiv. 
ed Chrift, and doing duties, you do them before 
him, and for his fake; for here hypocrites fail; and 
this. makes Paul to appeal to Chrift, 2 Cor. v. ‘* Des 
“ part ye workers of iniquity,” will Chrift fay here. - 
after; you have fought yourfelves in all this < 
Though the duty is hard, and thy heart loth to. 
come to it, yet fay, “ For thy fake, Lord, I love 
OF Teeter ai 4 : 

_ . Observ. 2. The earneft cries and prayers of unre- 
generate men at death or judgment, are then too late 
to procure mercy from the hands of Chrift. ‘If there 
be any means in time of diftrefs to have help, it is b 
prayer, it helps the faints out of deep pits, dark dun- 
geons, Lam. iil. and iron furnaces, bitter agonies, 
intolerable. preffures ; by this means, though they 
fhall ufe it then, becaufe their torment is great, and 
- their felf love remains, as thefe virgins did, Vero ith. 
comes too late then; 1 know their prayers differs sc 
but of that I {hall {peak hereafter. aes 

Reason 1. If in this life fometimes they come toa 
late, much more after this, but fo. it is fometimes ; 

TOV. 1-28. Plal. xviii, at. Proy, XV. L. even unto 
the Lord, Lhe Lord fees it meet to give atafte of 


his 
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his feverity after life, and in this life, that men may 
fear, and the terror may fall upon many. 

Reason 2. Becaufe then Chrift fits upon the throne 
of judgment, and fo no Mediator to help them, as 
hath been proved, and if it be fo, ‘* how {hall they 


* ftand?” Pfal. cxxx. 3. In-this life mercy waits, 


and patience bears, till it can bear no longer, and 
then doth eafe itfelf, Ezek. v. 13. and cries ro juf- 
tice, &c. And therefore the prayers and howlings | 
of the wicked are to no more purpofe than of a ma- 
~ lefaétor before the judge condemned for treafon. — 

Reason 3. Becaufe their cries are but only how!l- 
ings, Hof. vii. 14. only.rifing from their own tor- 
ment, becaufe the Spirit of God is quite gone, and 
if the Lord fhould hear, they would be as bad again 
as ever before: if mercy fhould fave thefe thieves 
from this gallows, they would cut the throat and ftab 
,the heart of mercy afterward, as all fuch perfons 
do, who are carried from that principle in their 
prayers; and therefore let them never look to be 
heard now. ae 6 

Use 1. Hence fee the exceeding greatnefs of the 
ewrath of Chrift, to them that die without him, Pfal. 


xvill. 41.. Many times the Lord hides his face from 


his people for a time; but then they pray, and feek | 
his face again, and the Lord hears them, and fhines 
upon them again ; when his Spirit in them {peaks to_ 
him, his Son in his covenant fpeaks unto them ; 
and the Lord hears the cry of their weeping, as well 
as their praying, Pfal. vi. 8. But if when they pray 
earneftly, and the Lord hears not them, but is angry 
‘with their prayers, O this is bitter to them, Pfal. Ixxx. 
4, 5. Lam. iil. 44, it is that which Chrift typically _ 
complains of, Plal. xxil. 1, 2, 4, 5- There is No” 
wrath like this; for a God fo pitiful, as many times 
to help without cries, more than a mother with ten- 
der bowels, and not to regard cries, as if he had caft 
off his nature: this makes wrath and fin bitter to the 


people of God; and indeed this is the reafon ie 
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the Lord gives his people mercy 5 but it is by means 
of prayer ufually, that they might fee in what favour i 
they are in his fight above. others, that when ‘he. 
feems to be averfe from hearing, yet prayer will turn 
the wheel, and facob prevails over God; and hence 
Plal. ii. ¢¢ Chrift fhall have all nations for his poffef- 

“ fions;”? but yet. afk of me; as Herod faid, when 

he faid, “‘ Afk of me,” to half of the kingdom, &e. 
And hence exceeding wrath is fhewn, in denying for. 
atime, to hear prayer many times: Now look upon — 

the condition of poor finners dying without Chrift ; 
they fhall, then cry, and cry earneftly, and yet not 
prevail ;. if the wrath of ‘God did break out at this 
time, and lie heavy, and the Lord fay, Now cty, afid 

I will deliver ; it was no fuch forrow, though bitter 
enough, to lie under wrath one moment; but to 
cry,,and. cry vehemently, Lord, Lord, and never be 
heard, O who can bear this! their torments are in- 
tolerable; hath the Lord no pity ? their cries are ma- 
ny, and hearts are faint? hath Chrift no bowels ? hath 
othis.aamb no more meeknefs, gentlenefs? yes, that 
yathere,is but fuch is his terror now, they are fhut up 
¢) from-you.;.and fo fhall ever be, though you fhallcry, 
yoand weep as._many tears, and more too ‘than the fea 
-ychath, drops 5 and when you cannot come before ‘his 
yioface, the gate being fhut, you fhall cry, That the 
eaetocks.and mountains may fall upon you to hide ‘you 
_oefrom this wrath. of the Lamb ; and you fhall then 
‘s1u@T Ys) Behold, and fee, if ever forrow were like’ mine ! 

rebut all ae BAU VSU toc ee ee 
“nov, O, therefore fee the greatnefs of this wrath}! fo! as. 
voito fee the bitternels of any one fin, ‘which ftands yet 
‘ud between, thee and Chrift, which though it be fweet , 
yorainder, thy, tongue now, - yet “when the’day of thy’an- 
: pls {hall come, it fhall fhut up Chrift’s heart from 
‘gd chearing all, ras ene t SIAT “eM OIG aT 41990 

cog 23Use 2,., Of exhortation, To perfuade ‘all men’ to 
, take their feafon of praying now. Yfal Weir with 6. 
when the Lord cried, “ Come to the waters,” &Xc. 
: and 
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and becaufe they might plead, hereafter; O, faith 

he, “ Call upon him while he ig near;”’ there will 
bea great gulf between you and Chrift, when you 

vare dead 5. now therefore when the Lord comes in 

ohis. word efpecially, cry unto him for help and ~ 
o- You will fay, There is no great need, thanks be 
_ to God, of prefltng men to prayer here; who is fo 

»profane but doth? he is not worthy to live, or to 
enjoy, the benefit of the fun, nor fit'to live among the. 
-fociety of men, who dares not do thus, but to’ live 

among bears and wolves, and beafts in the wilder- 

_nefs. 1 would to God there was no need to prefs 

this point 5 but truly, the country being a place filled 

with difcontents, which ever keeps from prayer, be- 


-caufe the devil is in them: and alfo of great peace 
and reft; hence, here men are more apt to fleep, 
and grow fecure than in any other place of the world ; 
and the fpiric of prayer is ready to die, even in God’s 
own; and hard it is for this incenfe to be fweet, with- 
out fome fire, fome affliction thereunto. @ 2 8B oe: 
4. Some there be, that do not fo much as feel their 
~ mifery at all, neither fin nor wrath ; and hence'they 
cannot pray at all; they are not in fo good a cafe to 
pray, as the damned who feel their mifery, andscry — 
Sut under it; thefe caft out of God’s fight, yet hav- 
ing hope, and fo fhould pray the more, and fo cry 
out under it, yet cannot; though the carth groans 
under fins, yet their hearts are hard, and they can- 
not feel them, and fo cannot pray ; and they quiet 
themfelves with fome forms, and their coleworts 
twice fodd, and fome cold prayers morning and even- 
ing, and hope that thefe will ferve the turn, and here 
is all the comfort they have; nay, not only fos but 
if others that know their hearts better, and f6'pray 
longer, reprove them for it, they finfully’ ‘reply 5 
what? you are like the Pharifees, that think? to be 
heard for their long prayers, O the Lord @ives ma- 
. bus | net WD RE ny 
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ny up to.this fpirit of flumber ;.their hearts are sheawys 
and can no more lift them up ‘dion a ftone.. 

2. Some there be who feel their mifery, and go: un- 
to the Lord. with many cries and prayers, but yet 
herein behave themfelves like Saul, when'God anf{wer-. 
ed him: not, then they forfake him ;*and like:them, — 
Mal. iii. 14. ‘¢ What profits'us'that we have walked _ 
‘mournfully ?” and thinking’ they, fhall not find, 
they: build: aterm ‘cities as Cain or and Sirty themfelves 
that way. 5 © of ca ewe 
yey iy Sa ‘therbobe: ive do-not give overs, been 
they think they fhall not find, but eafe themfelves by 
‘theinovery prayers, ‘pray out their prayers, and con- 
fefsy out their sconfeffions, and mourn out@their fere 
rows ; and:are'compared to the dog, who eafeth him= 
felf: by his ‘vomit; they are troubled, and then prayer 
eafeththem, and when a little eale, then prayer: is 
donejas: Pfal. Ixxviii::35,°38.. 9) ee a 

4. Some that have no eafe, yet shave no retete, 
nor! time.; as many fervants, and men greedy of the’ 
world rile’ betimes, and work hard, fleepy at night, 
that they cannot have leifure ; and ‘when confcience’ 
afks; why do you not take time? this is their excufe 
O but cannot you take it out of your fleep, and*lofe - 
your life, rather than lofe your" feafons of Peay ees wea 
Bape hereafter fo to: do. ; 

“5. Some that have leifure, yet their taaees are 
dead } they can pray and ftand convinced of mifery; 
but 1 fay, their hearts are dead. Ifa. Ixiv. 7.°“¢ None 
‘ftirrethup himfelf ;”” nay fometimes as a mam a 
fleep, when the fire bibs round about him, yet ‘he’ 
feels it mot. Ifa. xlii. wit. They°can vex, and be dif 
content when croffles and affiGtions come, yur nio® heart 
to pray, or lay their condition to heart: 0 = is ad 
and fearfal. ~~ a , 

I befeech you therefore take your time now ; you 
muit'and fhall pray. 

¥. Do you think ever to have mercy without fecks 
ing it, = por hard for it? No, if ever God in- 

a 
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tend good to thee, if an elect veflel, thou muft prays 
_ yea, and glad you may have fuchan invaluable privil- 

edge, and that you are alive to do it.: I know the 
Lord is found of them.that feck him not; feek there- 
fore in time now, before it is too lates © 
92. Do not fay the gate is fhut; no, it is yet open, 
and that by the blood of a mediator, Heb. x. 19, 20. 
So that when you object God hears not finners, yet 
Zech. xiii. 1. “ there is yet a fountain opened, for to 
* wath in for fin and uncleannefs ;’* all thy fins 
pegs fhut it, becaufe it is opened to wath away 
i. satu : a 

3. Do not fay, If 1 hada part in Chrift, I could 
then be encouraged to afk. I pray what think you 
of that woman of Samaria, when Chrift fpake “ If 
“< thou didft know and afk, he would give thee living 
“‘ waters?’ What did the poor woman of Canaan do, 
when Chrift himfelf told her, the was a dog, and had 
nothing todo with childrens bread? when you have 


no promife to aflure you the Lord will give, yet the 


glorious bounty, and riches of grace, may encourage 
you fufficiently to Reiko Sede 
4. Do not fay, But it may be I fhall be demied,. 


fet me pray never fo long; I know you are worthy 


to be denied; and as you have cried the Lord fhould» 
no thear, and as youlhave abufed grace, it fhould-eryase 
-gainft you; why fhould you guarrel? the Lord owes 
thee not ftraws; but yet remember the parable of the® 
unjutt judge, who heard a woman, a {trangerswhen~ 
importunate; and this is found adure truths--it is 
with: all men praying, as it is with. wonien in travails” 
ing, either their pangs will del 
den, and fo they-tive, 
if they ceafe, and give over, 
will deliver you of your fins, 
ftands between Chrift-and you 5. oF if not, they fhall 
die; and perifh. Sow your feed of prayer, ti-willanal-. 
dply,, if it pe-right feed, until your harveft-be-great, 


and your gain unknown ; fecurity: wilh fall on.a nypo-+ 
i sip Pp. crite,” 


iver them‘of their burs” 
or elfe they, will be their,deaths,» 
thea they die. Prayer: 
unbelief, or whatever.» 


* 
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crite, before he gets the. bleffing, and. the ca £8, of the 
seoele will choke his. rayst’s xe VAD as 
0) therefore. fol low the fo ee 
“e ou fhall know. him, if. ee He ‘ 
« him ;” elpecially ii if you be Het UY qn 
he ‘hath been as a. ion, t to you: hr vie a i 
his apystenseed fo, fweet,, his Endom fi o great, ae 
cy, fo wich, his i eritance. fo. full, i fon ania a 
pray; awake one hour? hath, Ci onen mercy 
with his blood, and wilt 1 not thou fpi hive ood? a ? Nays 
not) fpare and, pend. thy, poor, vee to be; itQt 
may, be. praying time is de eclining: speechand ly ie It j 
and; By. shat, ‘means | hear Chrift Jefus; fay, Come, ne 
ome thon t bleit, that. haft been Pay Manes 
lowing . Me, and. ftake. thy cro’ an eee ony 
thron;_0, ), it will bea cut tot i shad T fou tit, T 
bad had it, l Pfal EXIVs ky 9 i dine ae 4 
Ife 3. Of ‘thankfulnels. to. the he 
Lord, hath given. them hearts, to aan 
és EVA uate Pal. XXxil. the 


Be seers ‘been. hid soma & Le iss 
y beets But. ea pray and find ie Hoya 

und | F it 95s + ip u 

ee? Mak ‘When. the Tpit of F prayer, not. th ne gift tof pray pray- 

er,,.hath carried thee, . Rom, viii. 27. weve 

j, Quelt, (How shall I know bat esa ee 0 A 

“ hss t. Jt is not fervency. , 2d for Jo ‘ Sir g te 
ri and his. WET EVs ye ‘Nor rgum ts\that are 

ew sof this. {pirit ; 3, for = 05 t tne 


T fhall thew i it in a en SSE 


Lode 
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| ward! ‘nieets :. ‘them, and troubles them, ‘their ptay- 
ri 
ers (if ferv ng are only for eafe ; when en their, bones 
we ea i is for peace, and comforr 5 ‘and if the 
; 2, Brac it is for peacé ; if they P have peace tor 
ape id’ feel blindnefs, nliele of heart, they 
ie t jefe Ww if dama them; and hence fiWati on’ an 
deliv verance from mifery,. is the ut att joit end ‘th arti 
t;_and. {fo “in wi their prayers; rien ftudy ‘their 
hedfts, ‘and anic ;fhall fee metres ea they they 
fhdot at, iy fitignd ‘they ferve, ‘anid idol they wor? 
‘hip’ att their prayers 5 ‘and’ do you ‘think ee fhall 
be “hieae 7 No, no, but faints they” look ‘n rt 3 thefe 
ate s chiefly. pit their utmoft’ end is another't thins 
“fire ebayer fbn it it is much felf, ‘bar ip turns in time 
‘hig sher ends, ec. and that is, “what thotizh: | have 
Veet faWaigke ere re bit yet mils of Chtitt 
himfelf, and_the, life of Chrift, to ‘ive by “hin; ain 
live to him, * Ww iHich, is. our laft end t” 2°Cor.. ved 15." ‘And 
here all his’ is Pray ayers end, ‘though’ crooked ‘many ways ; 
elfe , thefe ai are the ‘prayers of that Spirit’ ‘of life’ which 
are “ever heard 5 and hence “Jamés ck tama ks afk’: anid 
ais ne became reine afk to ) Spend ie on ve ua luits.™ 


with chatterin s mouthings as s dove’, vis We) tie loft 
end Hath’ a oo force with It 5 ; and hence wait- 
ing én’ od‘in ‘follows 5 “and 
he tlhe dive yers # the faints are endlefs, "Appetit finis 
of. infinitus ; hence Rom. viii..23 “ fife in heaven” is 
his Yfedpe, gia he'is longing for it, glad | of that’ time 
Cf ait prays’ of hypocrites are but iffues of télflove) 
sino all decal ions ee but ‘quicken’ ‘up that printiple’s 5 
alt the pra: pers of the faints rife from the'fpirit of 
to God? Hof tl th in’him, Rom. Vil. oes Wee OF be 
fonlike ‘Spirit, 0 or Spirit, of adoption, Rot, fervile, is fa 


then. ij fj Bald. BIUh Rosa 423" 
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~ Secondly, If the foul receive any thing from the Lord 
praying, it is! exceeding thankful, the Spirit of Chrift, 
whereever itis, glorifies:Chrift, John xvi. and Pial. 
‘exvi: 1.and that in time of peace ; hence Pfal... 14, 
a5. Offer to God» thank{giving, andi pay thy - 
«© vows, and/then call though in time of trouble, 
«-and I willthear.’’: For the Lord to, begin to. do 
the foul any good, and fhew it its mifery, the worth 
‘of the Lord Jefus, to: give him any heart to feek,: to 
give him any hope, to give him the leaft hint by any 
avord of mercy; ‘O its heart melts, (it fhould be 
Ahus)oand wonders but to- think, may, to fee;the 
‘Lord hath:anfwered. him! O this fwallows ‘him up, 
‘makes him give all to the Lord,.as Hannah did, 
‘when. the had her child, 1 Sam. ii. 1, 2. Efau loft 
the bleffing, though he begged it with tears; he had 
a profane heart that did not efteem it indeed, and 
fo would never have been thankful for it; poor Ja- 
cob gets it, though he had but a ftaff to hold. him 
“wp L APSE, ARG ES $2 CRP RSTS 4 Acta ¥ Sf Pe 

_ Thirdly If it receive not anfwer; it mourns, and 
Toaths itfelf,, juftifies God, gives all to him; prayers. 
‘from felfloathing, are not prayers which come from 
felf-love Pfalexxil. 2,°3..4. Zech. xiii aos Pfal. 
‘Txxit.! 12. "Phere the Spirit dwells in the poor .and 
“contrite, and'their cries are heard 5; when ’men pray, 
~and want; and are ‘quiet without withing they: could - 
‘Jaitient}’ itis not from the” Spirit ; O: therefore try 
ere if it is thus, as he faid to Hezekiah, ‘“* The 
“Ford hath heard thy cries, and feen thy‘tears ;” 
‘and O-wonder at the Lord, that ‘he fhould give thee 


COTE OLS a oO a BY. 


“a heart to’ ery now. EW ON Rec OTE, ARS 
“Use? 4. Reproof to faints; who! though receivedsand 
“heard, ‘yet think' the ‘Lord regards them:not ; and.as 
David, ‘think his mereylis'fhutwps i es 169 12» 
“1s Remember former times, Pfal. lxxviio 7. Your 
experiences of the Lord's pitying. thee in thy blood, 
and he will not caft thee off now. oat 
“* "2. Confider the riches of grace; when you can- 
Asagh not 
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not! find any thing paft, but what might caufe: him 
to loath thee, yet the Lord may then, love, when 
thov artdamenting thy vilenefs, Ifa, Ixiii.-15, 16. ee 


cht Bo ‘Gonfider the Lord doth purpofelyfeem to dif- _ 
regard thee fometimes, not to fhnt out prayers, but 


to make thee pray better ; not that you:fhould not 
pray at all, Judg. xvi. 10. but ito make you feek 
—Jand follow him, though ia the datk. . Lam, iii. 45. 
awith 55.‘ Ina land of pits; eye hath not feen what 
_ God hath laid up for you.’ ; lot dng td SWS 
<4 4. Confider there isas much in the Lord to move 
chimein thy -worft .eftate to help thee, as inthe belts 
(viz.) “bis mercy,” Pfal. yi. 4. ¥oufay, Ifmy 
heart was.nct fo vile, if 1 had not committed fuch 


fins, the Lord might; this is as if, you, faid, The. 


‘Lord thews not pity only for his mercy, &s 9 
bus. DS sat tay She: pest a3 a iy es SE 
ats - yoWVerfe 12. Lknow you nots ab 
AW ORDS of fenfe in Hebrew, bear and fignify.af- 
fe&tion allo; the-principal affeGtions, are love and 


hatred, Hef. vii. 2. Rev. viii. 12. In this place > 


 fach knowledge.is meant, which -hath the affection 
of love joined with it ; fo that it is as if Chrift thould 
ay, Ldove you not, 1 delight not in you, my heart 
is not toward. you, whatever good words you give 
me, and however your heart is toward me, or you 
have thoughts of me; and this is the great mifery.of 
-foolith virgins. 


g ftbseress: - That it is a moft heavy. and dreadful 


omifery not to be beloved, not fo be known,,of, Jelus 
Chrift; for now. when the tables are turned, and the 
ftage.is pulled down, and. the foolifh {hut out, jand 
when Chrift himfelf would. give them a doleful an 
{wer, exprefs in words their woe, he coucheth it.um- 
-derithefe, ‘1 know you not 2?,, 1 do, not, fay that 
mendo. feel itfo, butt is fos and at, laft it, willbe 
found fo. pow fo sonkiih> 309 (aw 


t 
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@ mays ear, if! we ‘confide r thelé ‘particulars 
bey “meee you. rt Sie ‘the sens Tee 
preatnels, arid glory df his plate, and } fon; hi 
exalted) ‘and: fe ake eh band ‘of a u a ‘ rie 
throne’of his’ Father; ‘ahd is dominio i ath a rom 
fea'to fea} He is King" pera and’ Lord of ho holt of 
angels, eo PAY ik? 9. fame above every fam me’ 
he hath;4nd' God‘hath ‘fworn. * To bith | yall éve- 
“ ny ond ie v Now’ being thus ¢ e fear, and not 
to bebeloved of fach’ @°one, Is heavy; if we want 
Bue te? oak ppt ‘an@ bafe ig | sob hic, he Td 
fich ratte; but’ to lofe great ones nf; vou, € cially 
if we depend t upon them in life arid goods, ee Gea 
honour; this is bitter ; hence 2'Thef.i.” a : 
ss i ai SVEN A a ar yet 
the flory. of his power. ie 
* a! Confi ideration. If you ‘confider the ene a hie 
wat ‘Of God for time to come? !*If a°nial 3¢ ‘abt cag 
inthe fields from home, and AO Mtoea nd nor ‘cold S> 
nor heats arifé'to hurt him, a ‘fhelter w we id Wa a 
mituch’ prized, nor the lof¥ of it great ;: but if théte’ e be 
fuch}" ahd “then to want it, and to lie o et to’ thet in. 
jay ‘of all weathers ; ; Now it is a woe to want it: °So 
td yous nen’ that are abroad | inthe wide fields | 
aes world, ‘and gone from home, if ‘there cg 
néver be mifery, but you might eat your Bread a 
dri ike Your wine with a merry heart, and goice Be 
your’ Wives, ‘and there then ‘fhould’ ‘be! No, Knowléd ge 
ot atiy thing after death, as thofe epictires Hike Reel 
ix? the Tove of Chritt’ Would” not is? ) ‘fweet ; H le 
there will “be ftorms; fcorching Heats: that fhall bu ‘bur ib 
and never be qiiétiched ; ; ‘there will be colds’ which 
fhallblatt all your’ buds,’ and bloffoms,” and'b bas 
&é. ‘Now to have no love of Chrift’ to. take y ourfelf 
ns ag to'a fhelter’ in thefe tines, is very fled? 5 ine 
Ifa xExii. 2. “Chrift? typified by Hezekiah; fhall bi ea 
fhadow in 2 weary. land, which is fpoken to thew the 
{Weetiiels of hig Tove,%and their bleffednefs'to have 
him to fly to’ and" Lp their ‘woe who want fin 
Tis ‘haid) Gen. vi. 8.'** Noah found grace in'God’s’ 
“© eyes 3 


te 
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: ) 
rae i af t in the, eyes of;, me (OF, before the. 
flood ca coal Ath not fee it. fuc spin avout, for to 
tae but . when. that, came, pand they. ; led 
from to trees fro tees).t d 
ue ee S$ tne a EP A PSH: TOPHRE SS AR 
beneath, hoa d above, prevailed, mow,they faw it 
font nething ¢ to fin ae cat eyes 4 God,, and 
heir w Woe | to. want, it s,, wondering atthe 
happinels , of” the “faints, dn sregard 0 f, this, .D ute 
XXX, 26. wd and “ult, Th e eternal God js thy. re uge 5 
he f pee orms, he preferves from, miferies above 
head d,.J fp atahen ee touch seeds sl the faints 5 
Mi ee t they d 9. fal yet they cannot. f tall he >but 
dern ath are his ; arms 3 2S.a: child whic ich. ftan iy Oe 
fone, if it be itt) ‘danger to. fall, and, others ‘Cry. ONty 
ray take eed, I have my: arms, Say they,. underit 5 S 
Bos S, dieth, with this, word, < O. Mrael who is 
* like unto thee ! happy, 3 art : thou !? then, wo to > thofe, 
ne Us. 5, there 18, not ¢ one, man living, but he 
a 


Shall, meet. me stan gine “which. fhall. make, hearf 
ign bile tae th FPP ELS of, tts Goal ts 
thaken, ey lo UHI may forfake you,,.but, Chritis 
ee: pile ie alfo. doth; wo then ROO io yrs 
fiver confider the power, which,this, yri- 
git hath, to damp. all joy, and ‘mirth in, val 
ings .p 4 it invenoms,. and puts. fling, and 
poi nin ¥. BEI Ae and makes comforts , forments.5 
aye all bleflings,. and all privileges, and, Not,to 
hve C Ha $. ‘Jove .with. them, is to have .a,{nare, @ 
rap, afi mbling block, and, a recompences;,&¢., 
Men regard not, wrath, to. gome,;.,but. 
ider won this, thy, bleffings ¢ are: woes, sats $n A 


Ou. OF 
tan ts cry bleline | {uppofe a man faould/be ens 
he i bags..et; diamonds, ung sath ghaing of , 
: oy shut condemned to dies,this) 
id. amp iP, all: Pan, had, aftout, will; 
Whim. »Ex0% 16 « For. this can . Godsha 
Mae, i 
rah ie bp, D. up. to thew. his. PB wen,upon tim, Ry o} OREI 
ete eas bell ele ‘e 
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his throne, and ‘made hint tie’ in 6 dul" ‘ip did not, 
becaufe God hath hardened his. ‘hes tt; fo would this, 
if the Lord had not hardened yours! act Ge aeatt 

__ Hence we fhall-fee faints, when they lie under falfe 
fears, only of: Jofs ‘of love 5 those" very things: which 
are moft {weet,~ are “made mom bitter. “Pfaly lexvit. 
3. fc} remembred “God, and’ ‘Was “troubled “Pmbat 
<what, think, - you. of thole chat be not indeed loved” “it 
4s enough, to, bring, down: the® mot merry" Beart,zand 
highelt looks for the prefent ; ; “WHat ‘are my “friends, 
_Bune.enemies? is there rione to -coinfort re: ofall miy 
elovers?, « ot agi 2 

25 Canfida. if you. ‘confider i fweetnels of this. love 
of Chrilt. 1 will inftance only 1 ofie particnlarye Pfal. 
“Exxxili. 7 3. Cant. i. 3. The ee , when they! ey até Plb- 
otified,. and with Chrit, what fhall be moft ravifhifig 
.in, their. eyes ?. what fhall {wallow ‘Up their- thot *y 
pots : si the. love of Chrift, his, gy ee Dy 


ort * 
it bag : 


Ol “Conf, Sis ‘fy you | ender the’ ee ‘Of this: “want, 


| @rmegation. of Chrift’s love, what itis.) £9) 90) ai 
bi og As Degree, Is for Chriit not to ‘Have: fe much as 
en GRE; purpofe, or thought of peace and good to’ them, 
Mot. to. put, the leaft. character of their names’ in the 
book of. life ; that 1 1s the firft degree ; and * fountain of 
abother 3 47° God's love,” Jer. Xxix.°g. Mob tadw 
3 Bass Degree, - Js not to {peak one word of peaee and 
age toa ake nO, abfolute promife “of Hifé tothe ; 


=qPfalm Le ., They. have nothing’ to’ d6° "to tike 
he$ God’s Pars into théir mouths ; 2? hofe: proiiifes 


~qw@hich, comfort and fopport. the hearts of the faints a- 
salt all Gns, “afl mnileyyegs belong nofunte them. 
3. Degree 
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3. Degree, Not. to fuffer for them, not to fhed 
one drop of blood for their lives, John xvii. 9. fo 
that all their Gns mutt lie upon them, to bear and an- 
fwerfote, ; Pea ted tA 
te Degree, Not, to do the leat good for them ; 
good things they have, but through their fins, and 
_Ghrift’s ordering of if, are not good for them, but 
they are thereby fitted by patience for deftrudtion. | 
5. Degree, Not to accept any thing which they do 
to him ; their facrifices and prayers are fins, Mal. i. 
«| have no pleafure in you.” a gti 
6. Degree, Not to pity them in time of their trou. 
ble, but to laugh at their calamity, and to rejoice 
intheir ruin, and eternal overthrow, Chrift fhall get 
glory. from them then, whom they defpifed fo long 
before. ee ee ee es 
_ Ufe 1This may let us fee, what caufe all the people 
of God have, to be abundantly fatisfied with the love 
of Chrift;. the heart of man is naturally like the rag- 
ing fea,never quiet, if the leaft winds do but arife; the 
faints may, have unmortified affections, and are very | 
apt. upon, troublefome temptations to be difquieted 5 
the faints, are compared to ‘the apple of God’s eye, 
and we know little things will trouble much there; it 
$s -becaufe in loffes and forrows which befal themfelves, 
and in beholding the madnefs and folly of others, 
they-are very, apt to look upon the anger of the Lord 
in them for their, fin, which others ufually dé‘not. O 
- confidery is, it fuch a mifery to lofe Chrift’s love ? and 
have you a fhare in it? O then be thankful for it, and 
‘contented. with tt. When Chrift was to depart from 
his difciples, John xvi. 22. «yon fhall forrow ;? but 
what doth he leave with them to quiet them 2 < Twill 
8 fee you again,” that mourn now for lofs of my pre- 
fence ; what elfe ? doth he promife them nothing elfe? 
truly that is enough. When David looked upon the 
profperity of the wicked, and that they {hould ** ne- 
<< ver fee light,” Pial. xlix. 15. with 19. “Bat God - 
ce will redeem, my foul from the gtaye,” no” ie 
er OO Qi * “troubles 
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troubles, ‘ and he will receive me ;” fome read it, 
‘© For he hath received me ;”” both may ftand toge- 
ther, and this was enough to DAM a ar kate 
If a traveller have loft his way, and not come home 
to his journey’s end, he may be very well unquiet ; 
but when he is come to the end of his journey, and 
can co no further, then he fits down, and lives there,» 
and “would not go back again, efpecially if he con l= 
ders how many are out of doors, and under tempeits, 
he may now blels God, he hath a thelter ; fo if the 
Lord had never revealed his grace to you in the gok- 
golpel, and you had miferies upon you, then 
you might be unquiet ; but now when laid in’ the 
bofom of Chrift, when fucking the breafts of 
the. grace. of Chrift, when you can go no further. 
though thou wert in heaven, for there is ne other hap- 
pinefs there; now fit {till contented, and be glad of 
this, as under thy vine and fhadow ; efpecially confi- 
dering the woes of them, that are yet far from his 
grace and mercy in Jefus Chriit, and under clouds of 
blood. Men that fail upon the fea, if they fee nothing 
but waves, and vaft raging of waters about them, they 
keep themfelves clofe in their fhip, though their cab- 
ins be but. little; tell me one thing that is good, 
where Chrift’s love is.not ; thew me any thing but 
little; tell me one thing that is good, where Chrift’s 
love is not; fhew me any thing but mifery, death 
and eternal forrows out of it; O therefore fit fill, 
quietly, meekly, contentedly, though you be *toffed 
2s high as heaven, and go down. as deep as hell 
dpalAec 6 ray 
__ You are troubled fometimes with lofles of outward 
things, cattle die, and Rachél’s child and hufband are 
not, increafe little, decays many, and Job’s wife bids 
him curfe God (and give glory to him, by confeffing 
he is an hypocrite, becaufe fo much affliéted, and die; 
and. David fees the ungodly flourifh, and he think: 
he hath, wafhed his hands in vain, and it is good to 
fare and live here as they live; Q confider, fuppofe 
: ati tt 


the Lord fhould give thee thefe things as he doth to o- 
thers, to be fmares, and at laft fay, ‘* | know you not,” 
when thy foul thall come trembling out of a fick and 
weary body, before the tribunal of God almighty, as 
thefe, was that portion then fo good! O therefore ° 
fake. your portion, and be thankful for ir! O there- 
fore be glad in this, and fay, | have thefe miferies, 
‘but Chrift’s lave to fweeten them? thefe forrows, 
but Chrilt’s love to fandify them! I fee floods of 
fire arian gs but O here is this fhelter to be refuge to 
me!) ays 
- You haye heard what it is not to be beloved, what 
a mifery it is; by that contrary, fee this, viz. ; 
+4. For the Lord to have thoughts of peace to thee, 
when thou wert nothing but death and mifery before 
his eyes, to beat thee in his heart ever fince he was 
God: 2... °; a | ree: 
"3. For the Lord to fpeak to thee, and make an e- 
ternal covenant, and every promife thine. David’s- _ 
dying words, are, “ This was ehough,” even all his 
deire; and not one title but fhall be accomplifhed 
éne day. ss ie 
3 For the Lord to fhed his blood, bear thy fins, 
curfe, and tread down death and fin, and tear away 
the hand-writing of the law againft thee, rather than 
the leaft evil betal thee. | pee : 
"4. For the Lord to be working for thee by all good 
things, all evil things, all providences, all ordinances, 
night and day ; and you may find itin part, and fhall 
find it hereafter. ae 
_ For the Lord to accept all thy poor endeavours, 
défires. prayers, Ifa. lvi. ‘ ; ake 
26,’ For the Lord to pity thee in all thy mifery, and 
Sane times, then to fhew his greateft love, when 
death, and powers of darkneis put forth their greatelt 
malice! truly thus it is; O let this love be enough, 
éonfidering efpecially the woful condition of ‘them 
that want it, who fhall cry for one {mile, and Sue 
get it! ‘See this love, anc doubt not of ifyhow could 
RED i Qq piece yo 
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you love-him, ifjhe didnot love you firth? sefpecially 
if you had ,been. faiated| witht? .t¢1Pray forcity? we 
RG 4s iodifpeak othishthe rather! becaufe: of sheidad 
_ miferies; which|,make| mem lame! in) )theiriChriftian 
- gourfe, that they ateready,to ilie idown difcorifolatt, 
becaufe they ;remember snot  ithiso Dosmot always 
doubt,but ence atlatt get through the eréwdetaitbis 
loves Yo jagw 10} baldyow 94s yacM . atssd mrod 
— nW/e.2e: Let thefeowho,;want thisloye, mourmifor - 
it, though the Lord givescyou}-and: doth fomyduines 
ver, fo much dn.regard) ef other things.) Suppofesbe 
doth mot fmite,thy. body owith ficknefs;thy name with - 
dilgrace, (thy eftate with lofless yet ifi heidoth not. 
love thee, ,this.is woe enough. ; It twas ithecmiferp of 
Urael,, (Jem XVeody, with) s.,.4¢ My amifiddismot too this 
*e peaple,s caft, them, out;2%. and as; the} Lerd there 
faid, fo dfays if, the. Lord ideal thus; who fhalli pity 
thee, ox; bemoan thee, or afk /how.thow dofts ‘Joel 
Iss Qankol They lament. whens theo fig-tr eel owas, 
waited.;, much more now the Lerd’s lovélis»not itas 
awards thee. La: nyd. 46. Dhe:church there laments} 
— that the Comforter which, would refrefh was, fan off. 
Sec eft, How fhallad know thatfa ead oi sonog io 
Yo Aynolihe neversdid affe@y thy! heart, withdofs;sand 
want of his love, and abufing of it, but -hathidergou 
g,0n:incpeace all your life; youswere :bornyoud of 
his loyesjigalt ousito the loathing of thy \perfony amd 
have lived fo, though he hath! been pitifulsto Itheei 
w lf, ye Baers meyes troubled with do fs.eft hiss and 
“Majongs done again{t this, \yon areas. yet outiof love: 
Look. asiitds;wath a father, if-hehath-a child: frowand) . 
and. cannot xeftrainchims he lets\him alone: he loves 
num, noty,ele he, would chaftifeland comecchinjvand ° 
make chim fhake at his:frowns); -fo here, asitlis debi 
Mill-| Sos" flt no correckion, you! are baltards ;!do heré 
you Have gone on, sand never-have been yét troubled 
i tnd, wath: the, drowais\/of Ohrid, meveb lamented 
your, Wrongs, done to Ghrilt 3:areyow loved?! duknow 
the Lord may len you go prodigals'for a time;-but he 
Fa | Rr ea will 
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0 Objeds Buy P care not: fo’ long as F havéebéer!' well. 


iwithoupitjcfoT hope T fhall doo ftill, Twill tie bet 
 Hevelaimout ofthis love! 9% Jyu0m gol bovil ave 
badafiiVeas\thisiis’ the mifery of men, “as it was’ Of 
thefé virgins)but ‘time fhall come, ‘when you flialPfee 
Himy fir! upor chis throne, . brightér ‘ than’a’ thoufand 
fans} in the glory’ of ‘his Pather, afire burning round 
bout chim, and thekings of the?éarth tremblin edt 
hisipréfence, ard’ his faints tin’ his’ Bofom ‘Tike ants 
him, thén you thal with youhad his love, '** and Hat 
G-inent) Revedioand wath, Bedatife- OF ini? °O “fet 
careoworlds will you! fit Hillaasyour fins; ahd Vie! fa 
yourluhbdlief, titbthe'fire burn’ abotit yo, and there 
3 


LLL 


bé novefcape ? Orthaethe Lord would! pity yoy’ ma- 
n 
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ny of you that have yet lived with dry eyes, and mer- 
ry hearts, and yet have no love from Jefus Chrift.> - 
" Ufe 3. Learn hence not to defpife or refufe the loye 
of Chrift when it is offered to you, and propounded 
to you in the gofpel; we can be content to want the 
love of fome men, becaufe we can live well enough 
without them, and their love; their love loft hurts - 
not us ;-but if the lofs of their love may be the icfs 
of our goods and lives, then (if it may be had) men 
will feek for, and long for it, though it fhould not 
be offered ; but if offered, it is gladly accepted: So 
if you could live without the love of Cirift, you might 
content yourfelves, but the lofs of it is more bitter 
. than ten thoufand deaths ; and therefore refufe it not™ 
when it is offered ;. but as they, Acts il. 39, 41. when 
they faw how they had imbrued their hands in the 
blood of Chrift, and yet faw grace offered, itis faid, 
“© They gladly received the word of the Lord.” ee 
~ The law is a word of condemnation; but that it 
is not the laft word the Lord hath fpoken, then 1 
fhould fpend time in vain now; the gofpel, even the, 
whole gofpel is a word of love and reconciliation, 2 
Gor. v.19, 20. wherein the Lord doth “* befeech men 
“to be reconciled, i. e. to accept of God’s love of- * 
fered therein. "ie a, 
°‘The Lord knows full well that men’s hearts are fo 
fall of enmity, that they will never feek for recon- 
ciliation firlt, though they have good caufe, becaufe 
they have offered the wrong ; and therefore:he ftands 
not upon’ terms, but offers love firft, without which. 
he knows they are for ever undone! O therefore re- 
ceive it; accept of it when it is offered to you; and ~ 
lofe thy life, rather than lofe his love. > ~ Bee =. 
For the fatther opening of this point, I fhall thew 
three things. ere kewl ve 
‘1. That Chrift doth offer his love in the gofpel ; 
and how, steal TRUE 22 MO > 
“2, Upon what terms. AL ool M8 STOW 
wit x “> \9.) Motives 
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_.3- Motives to accept it, and anfwer objections as 
gainft accepting of it, > ‘ 

_ _Firft, That the Lord doth offer, and how he doth. 
offer his love in the gofpel, and this I thall clear, be- 
caufe nothing can draw the foul to accept of love but 
this. For the better underftanding of which, you 
muft conceive that the love of Chrift in the gofpel, is. 
diverfly manifefted unto men; either to men after 
they be in Chrift, and are brought home by it, and 
this is a love of delight in them. Pfal. xlv. £05; 1T 
Or it 1s love of good will to mén not brought. home; 
agit 1s in hufbands, before their affeGions be fet up- 
on any, they make loye, as it is 2 Theff. ii. 10,. 
‘: They received not the love of the truth, becaufe 
“the truth made love to them. Luke. ii, 14. .Good 
“* will towards men ;”’ and this love, fay, is offered ; 
this love the Lord makes unto you; ftand amazed at: 
it, that after all your fins, wrongs done him, nothing: 
but, love.is offered, even his deareft love ; for. though 
there is Patience, power to help, wifdom to. guide 3; 
though there is terror in him, yet, ‘ Take my love,’?. 
faith he, John iii. 17. And hence, Heb. ii. -3. it, is. 
called ‘* great falvation,”’ or ‘* love ;’’ it is offered,) 
elfe how could men be faid to rejet it or negle& it,° 
which he warns them of? A man may as well quef-| 
tion whether;there be a gofpel, as whether. love be 
offered there ; for as the law is nothing but the ma-' 
nifeftation of fin, the, hand-writing of death un- 
to all men, writ with the finger of God; the gofpel); 
is the manifeftation of grace, the hand-writing of; 
grace and peace to allmen, written with the blood of) 
God ; and hence the gofpel is that which brings’ <* life, 
<° and immortality to light,’ 2 Tim.1..10.. Notithats 
there.is life abfolutely for all, but there at is for,all- 


that fhall by faith accept of it. More particularly, 1: 
Firft, [tis offered univerfally to all. whereever jit 
comes, and therefore perfonally to every man; ‘the 
words are plain, Mark xvi. 15.,.‘¢ Preach the gofpek 
 to.every creature ;”? and not only to them that do 
apie belong 
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belong to Chritt, and fhall believe ; for though it be 


offered with the power of it effectually to thefe, yet 


offered it is alfo unto thofe that never {hall have God ; 
and hence, Luke xiv. “The Lord of the feaft invited 
thofe that never came in; and Chrift himfelf, 1 John . 
i1. * He came to his own, and they received him 
<- not;, he would have gathered them under his 
. ‘wings, and they would not ;’’ not only to them 
that be humbled (though none will care for the gof-, 
pel but fuch) but to them that be unhumbled, Rev. 
Ni..18. 20. doth this gofpel come. . There be many. 
object, Yes, the Lord offers love to them that are his, 
but not to me? yes, to thee; there is not a man here, 
that can exempt himfelf. And I would make no 
doubt to go to every man particularly, and fay, Vhe 
Lord intreats thee to be reconciled ; nay, if there be 
one man worfe than another, though his hands have 
been imbrued in the blood of the prophets, and his foul 
ftained with the moft crying guilt of the moft hideous 


fins that ever the earth bore, or fun faw, yet the Lord 


makes love to him; the price is paid for him, if he 
will accept of it, and that the Lord would have him 
fo todo; neither doth this. univerfal offer infer an 
univerfal redemption ; for the gofpel in the offer of 
it, doth not fpeak abfolutely that Chrift hath died for 
all, and therefore for thee, as the Arminians main- 
tain ; but it fpeaks conditionally, it is for thee, if e- 
ver the Lord gives thee a heart to receive that grace 


there ; therefore confider of it, there is not one here 


prefent, but the Lord would have you receive his love, 


and confider this one reafon, thou fhalt be condemn- 


ed for refufing it; hence it is God’s command, and . 
Chrift’s defire you fhould receive it, John iii. 19. If 
not thy duty to receive it, it is not thy fin to refufe 
it; bat itis fuch a fin, that all men that perifh un- 
der the found of the gofpel, are principally condema- 


ed for. 


- Secondly, It is offered. really; I-put in this, be- 
caufe men cannot fee the reality of this ;, becaufe not 


Chrift 
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h@ was. hap to Heaven ; and hence “reeéiving of 
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opened i Chrilt,-fo7 the bowels of* Chriff’s Re? sagen 
opesd bin thofe whom. he fends. “2 


. “Never didi ffiow ® F 
feevanty'minift2r pity thy ‘condition; and “offer ‘ pedte” 
torthee, bit’ ‘béeaufé “Ghrift put it'in his heart 5 ona 


asin rejecting” ‘the’ Agate you fhall® not fad’ thieh Tpi- ee 


rits’ fomuch as eChrilt’s rites ink i theny ; 
ing, “@ contra. BSE FE el THIS eaGSOE 3 
geYour life and filvation, ‘anit certainty OF’ me 
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« ghrough) their ‘word! ;”? why” not through my word 2 
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fo that if an angel, or one fhould rife from the dead, 
LE fhould not look for more certainty of life by believ- 
ing thefe, than them. Chrift will fpeak no more, 
Fill he fhakes down heaven and earth with his Voice 5 
but their word he honours, and faith, Believe ‘it ; 
their word is not, Chrift hath loved thee ; but be- 
lieve, that thou mayft be beloved of Chrift. 
4. The Lord is fo real here, that he punifheth men 
more for this, than if he was prefent. Chrift lived 
among the Jews, and preached, they crucified him, 
and rejeCted him im his perfon; yet this caft them 
not of, till Luke xiii. 46. they put away the offers 
of grace by the fervants of Chrift from them, and 
now the apoftles are to fhake off the duft. off their 
feet again{t fuch as thofe. oe 
Thirdly, It is offered with vehement defires to ac- 
cept of it, 2 Cor. vi. 1. Pal. Ixxxi. tr. “ We be- 
“ feech you receive not God’s grace in vain;’’ 
for you may fay, There ts fome offer, but the Lord 
defires it not in good earneft: never did man defire 
to get-the affeCtion of another moft beautiful, as the - 
Lord doth thee that haft none; we ule to judge of the 
affection of another to a thing, by what he is willing 
to part with for it; as he that fold all for the pearl, 
and bought it; fo the Lord is content to part with all - 
“he hath to thee; the deareft thing he hath, 1s his pre- 
cious blood, and all fruits and benefits of it; his Spi- 
rit to comfort, himfelf to dwell with thee, his Father 
_ to love thee, his kingdom to receive thee, his fweeteft 
promifes to affure and ftablifh thee; all things, ex- - 
cept his glory; it is not fit that you fhould receive 
that, but for him to receive it from thee; and giving 
it to him, is better than having of it to thyfelf, To 
thee I fay, that art like an incarnate devil, dead, and 
_damned ; and undone for ever, unlefs thou accept. 
of this grace, is all this mercy of the gofpel 
fendered. ces bis ha 
Fourthly, It is offered freely, Ifa lv. 1 2. For this 
makes many ftand and wonder, why fhould the Lord 
; make 
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make love. to-me fo vile, fo unworthy, good for no- 
thing but to fin! dry bones! or what need hath the 
Lord of me? what can I do for him? what can Ladd 
to him? why goeth he not into.the palaces of princes 
to callin them! but that he fhould deal thus with me 
that have finned worfe than Paul before converfion ! 
not ignorantly; 1 have known the grace of Chrift, 


yet rejected it; and have gone on defperately, have 


been mad in following my lovers, forfaking the Lord ; 
true, I know no caufe, but only his free love, becaufe 


he hath compaffion on thee, and becaule it is for/his - 


grace fake; hence he defires it vehemently ; for that 
is worthy to be honoured, ‘received, embraced of thee. 
Methinks it is in this cafe, as it is with poor mariners, 
whife fhip is wrecked, many drowned, and they caft 
upon the fhore, one comes to them, and offers them 
houfe, and meat, and home, they tell him we are poor 
men, have nothing to pay; true, I know that, but 
I have compaflion upon you, becaufe I fee you are 


diftrefled men; fo it is here with the Lord Jefus, I’: 


know thou haft nothing to requite me, but I have 


compaffion upon you, accept my grace, take it, live — 


‘upon it, becaufe thou art a diftrefled foul; God hath 
fhewn wondrous mercy in giving life, now I offer 
more, one would think ; now furely men fhould be 

- glad to accept of this grace. @ OE 
Quelt. Upon what terms is this offer of love made ? 

~ Anf. There is nothing required, but only and mere- 


ly receiving of it; Johni. 12. Under the law it was, 


< Do all this ;” but the gofpel faith not fo, but- 
«¢ Receive me who have done all, and fuffered alfo,’’ 


with thy whole heart; as it was in the land of pro- 


mife, nothing required, but going up, and poflefs it 5 
here it is no more. Prov. iv. 8,° ‘* She fhall bring thee _ 


- to honour when thou doft embrace her.’ The of- 

fer of love, is like the offer of a rich portion, nothing 
required but receiving it thankfully, and fo living u- 
pon it; fo Pfal. XVI 5, Oy 7° I thank the Lord that 
« gave me countel.”’ &c. Or as it is in the offer of 


nero mere a 


~ 
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a ptince to a traitor, he offers life to him ; ‘upon what: 
ies ? IT could crufh thee as a fly between my fing- 


“But I defire ‘nothing only accept my favour, 
Gomme and embrace me, and then live under my go-' 
vernment in my kingdom, bécaufe that I love thy 
company, and becaufe here is my. honour, “and thy 
fafety ; fo doth the Lord in the gofpel, the Lord pro- 
fefiéth, he had rather a foul fhould return ; ‘¢ besa 
a under my wings,” faith Chrift, Matth. 23. % you 
Ne may pl eng I would have you ie. and near unto 
me, that you may feel the warmth and life of my love} 


this is all the Lord looks for; and who would not ac-!. 


cépt of love npon ‘thefe terms! 


Thirdly, Motives to accept of it. Why: fhould I 


name any more than what the text mentions? no woe 
like this to lofe it! and though it may be now you 
may ‘efteem it nothing while itis fair weather, and 
whiles it is a ‘day of patience, yet when the’depths of! 
anger are broken up, then you fhall fee, and fay, noi 
people like unto thofe that have it, when you fhall 
fee Chrift on his throne with ravifhing beauty, and 
fee” ‘him tread the wine prefs of wrath alone, and his 
garments dipt in the blood of ‘his enemies; then 
you” fhall fay, the want of this love‘is bitters: and 
hence if it be offered, take j it now shady: eae 
joyfully 

ye: But I am. but Soe wil the Lord receive 
me ; bs : ¥ ty) 7a 

“Anf. Thave been ftirred up to preach the silipel fa 
the fake of that one ; and Jer. iii. 14. *:bwill' take 
one of a'tribe.” Though all elfe be naieeseiie ane 
Lord minds thee. 

Odje. But Chrift is mh heaven, how can i receive 
hitn, and his love? °°; 

Anf. A. mighty prince is abfent from a ¢raitor, hae 
fends his herald with a letter of love, he gives it ‘him 
to read’; HOW ea he receWe the lave! of ‘the prince 
When ‘abfent ? Ant? He: fees his love in his letter, 
knows i it came from him, and fo at a diftance clofeth 


with 
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with him. by this means ; fo here, he that was dead, 
but mowvis alive, writes, fends to thee, O receive his 
love here in his word; this is receiving “him by faith,” 
Akts th 375.38. aie Na 
Object. 3. But Pater not elected, nor redeemed ; 
if 1 knew that, I durft receive the Lord and his, 
love. -s* ) « Piette aay at 
» nf. What have you \to.do with God’s fecret de- 
eree of election? it is your duty to look to the gofpel, 
which is the will of God’s command ; there is a will 
of God’s decree,-and a man may fulfil this will and 
fing:as Jeroboam, in revolting according to the pro- 
phefy of the prophet; and to fubmit to this, is not 
moral. obedience, though moved thereto by a divine 
inftinG, as in.Cyrus; but there. is a will of God’s 
command, and, this. you are:to look to. _Anf. 
‘Erue ; -but it may be thou art redeemed ; and, there- 
fore do not crucify Chrift 2 fecond time ; receive this. . 
love,-and it is certain it is for thee. | Kah ences 
| Object. 4. But 1am not humbled fufficiently?, 
\Anf. 1 know no man can receive Chrift, ull the 
Lord hath humbled and broken him down ; but know, 
there is no more humiliation required, than that which 


brings thee to receive the Lord Jefus Chrifft. Many 9 - 


have a fpirit of cleaving to, and rece’ving of Chritt, 
as hath been opened, but are kept off, becaufe they 
fear they are not humbled; but methinks the very of- 
fer of Chrift to one condemned and loft forever, who © 
mutt elfe-lie to all eternity mourning (methinks this) 
fhould break thy heart, if it be not a ftone and a rock, 
as it did Paul’s, indeed you muft be more and more 
humbled all your life; but this is a conlequent requif=’ 
‘ed of thofe who are in, Chritt. , 
Object. 5. But I cannot believe; why, prefs you me 
tol it ? ais laghits 2) ; Fe ee: 
Anf t. The Lord. doth not prefs, yousto believe, 
beeaufe you fhould believe from, yourfelves; but that 
feeling your own inability, you might fuffer him to 
make you believe. > oh Geer il 
CaS: ; 2. The 
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2. The Lord by words of exhortation doth work 
faith; there goes a power with it; as Acts il. * Re- 
« pent; they gladly received the word ; and whole . 
heart may it not draw and compel, efpecially if there 
_ be any {park of God in any foul? and therefore pray 
give the Lord leave to fpeak, whofe word can quick- 
en the dead, though the.dead can neither ftir nor 
heats estan 6s eiedt Sritlaselsd che x 
3. There be many of you that fay, you cannot be- 
lieve ; but this gofpel draws out a power; ‘* The way 
«< of the Lord, is ftrength to the upright,’’, Prov. x. 
‘a9.:, Will you? can you defpife or refufe his.grace.? 
no, it fhould conftrain. ne Wee 
_ Objed. 6. But I have received, and I feel no vir- 

tue from him? 2 “py aca: 
., Anf..1. 1 know many do_receive him, and feel not 
the virtue. of Chrift ; but becaufe faints may be kept 
poor in fpirit, poffefs all things in Chrift, and yet re- 
ceive little from Chrift, I fhall only afk two quel 
tions? RS 

1. How doft thou efteem of, and defire that blef- 
fing-of Chrift? Doft thou efteem of nothing fo preci- 
ous, defire.nothing more, and followeft. the Lord on 
with prayer for it? it is in Chrift for thee ; what thou 
wanteft, thou. fhalt have it, John iv. 10. Phil. ii. 9, 
to. No» falfe heart but undervalues thefe things 3 
and the Lord will fulfil all thy defires; in heaven 
thou. fhalt. have all thy fins fubdued and trodden to 
death... , EET RN 

2. How is thy heart for thy general frame, affect- 
ed. with the abfence of the good thou feeleft not from 
the Lord? doft thou mourn bitterly for this? look 
as..the, difciples that mourned for Chrift’s bodily ab- 
fence, the Lord tells them, ‘* They fhould rejoice ;” 
fo here a carnal heart. is indifferent, though he lofe 
Chrift’s virtue. . And therefore accept the Lord’s love 
you poor mourning fouls ; the moft ftony heart I {peak 
to; but much more unto the weary, and them that 
have been feeking atter the Lord, behold falvation is 

come 
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come to thy heart this day, only let it in; do not re- 

~ je& it, becaufe thy fins are great, the Lord knows _ 
them, yet he offers ; fome of you have had fome hopes 
or affurance Chrift is yours, yet he may be thine ; 
fuppofe he was never thine yet, now ftretch out thy - 
fhaking hand, receive him who is this day crucified be- 

fore thy eyes, his head hanging down, his blood gufh- 
ing out, befeeching thee to accept of this which is thed 

for thee. I remember a godly man receiving apples 

from a poor woman, he took them thankfully, but faid 

withal, this came from the Spirit of God; fo doth 

this offer much more, and therefore take it. But I. 
know this love wilt be defpifed by fome of you ; fome 

not knowing your woe, fome not feeling it, being with- 

out Chrift. Had the Lord no purpofe to do thee good, 

and I’knew thee, I would read thy doom ; but the Liord 

would not lay your fins to your charge; your bafe ' 
Jufts are better than Chrift to you, O therefore mourn 
for this’; you that know him not, prize him not; but — 
catry this, Acts xiii. 41. about with thee, viz. “ hear 
<< you defpifers, and wonder,” &c. 

Odferv. 4. That many men may, and do apprehend + 
Chrift by a feeming faith, whom yet Chrift Jefusap- © 
prehends not by his deareft love. 
: For here were virgins many of them, who cried, 
«© Lord, Lord,” only looking for falvation from him, 
hanging upon grace, clafping about his feet (as it 
were) and who in their life-time went out to meet the | 
‘ bridegroom, expecting love from him ; and yet Chrift | 
here profeffeth, 1 know not you, Ilove you not. 

I fay, this is by a feeming faith ; for no -man ap- 
prehends Chrift by a lively faith, but is apprehended 
of Chrift, John i. 12. But if it be by a feem- 
ing faith; 7. e. which feems to ‘be faith in the’ 
judgment and opinion of others, and alfo which 
feems only to be fo to their own apprehenfion, as it 
did unto thefe virgins, the Lord doth not apprehend . 
fuch by his deareft love ; and that 1s, T fay, oy - 

gi kalae eare 
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deareft love : with common. love she may,.:but- with. 
dear and eternal love never. 

"The faith of fome men, 1s like the. hing, of cies 
anchor at fea; it forhetimes falls upora rock, or light, 
fand, it touche th the ground, but the rock: holds.not: 
it ; and ‘hence the hip | Is_ever, driven before the winds: 
or carried away with the ebbings and flowings of xhe> 
Water ;, fo,it is here.; . and hence, men,are, tofled tos 
and fro with lufts and temptations, and driven before: 
ftrong winds. Or as it was of Saul to, Samuel, he: 
apprehended Samuel, but ‘Samuel departed from him, 
faw him no more ‘until the day of his death ; fo here. 
the, kingdom and love of Chrift »is, rent, oan, JOU 
John i ii, 24. wit. * But he committed not himfelf to 
‘them, , Luke xiti, 26, ree Have. we not eat and 
<¢-drunk in thy prefence! 2 _and_ yet, Chrift. will fay,., 
eT know you not;”’ and this is .the cafe. of many, 
Job. Vili. 13, Rivgiras ‘When an. hypocrite. dies, , his 
<¢- hope peritheth ;” if. the ‘Lord had. apprehended . 
him with his cere love, it could not he Lacwrirmweres> 

“For explication of. this point, three. things are to. 
be opened. . 

. t. How one may be faid to Hmg Carte Chrift Jelus 
by. a feeming faith, . 
2, How Chrift j is faid- not to apprehend toch ae 
Why he doth not. . 

Buse, ‘Firlt,. How may one be Le to ates lan Gisid 
by. a feeming faith ? ava a trail 

Oe Five ways ufually. 

. When. men .are-forced..to fly to Chiift Scichud 
‘one oe extremity and preflures of, mifery, the. ftrokes . 
and. dry blows of divine. bleflings licht upon FS As. 
and now they cry,, Lord, pity us; it may be, in time... 
of peace, while ace and divine vengeance Were. 
aflecp, they regarded not faith, nor prayer, nor, Chrift,,~ 
nor any thing, elle, notwithanding. all. .the, heart... 
breaking cries, and loud calls of God, but.were. MEK x (5 
ry and Tight ‘and licentious,.. &c. buts i in extremity.) ., 
then they. will ery, and. prize mercy, above a,thoufand..\ 
worlds, 
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wotlds, Prov. i. 28. One would think their mouths 
thould be ftopped then ; fome think thofe words are 
an allufion to the ark in Noah’s time, Hof. viii. 1, 2, 
3. ** When the eagle fhall come again{ft God’s peo- 
** ple, Pfal. Ixxviii. 35. Vhey thall cry, My God, we 
““know thee ;” no faith the Lord, “* The enemy 
‘© fhall apprehend them,” I will not ; this is not faith, 
but only felf-love; when as men are naught before, 
and their hearts fitting loofe from God continually, 
having no daily embracements of him, and would be 
worfe after God’s afflicting hand, if he fhould help. 
them ;~but fo it is, that they cry out to God for help, 
merely becaufe of torment, &c. This is like that. 
cry of our Indians to the devil, who worfhip, and, 
cleave to them, becaufe he plagues them. ‘True, in, 
times of extremity, the faith of the faints may be a- 
wakened which was afleep before; and when God. 
hedgeth their way with thorns, they may then return 
to their firft hufband, becaufe it was better ; but when 
extremity begets it, it begins and ends with it, lives 
and dies with it; here fuch may fear that then Chrift | 
apprehends them not. Pfal. Ixvi. 3. “* Becaule of © 
‘thy power, thy enemies fhall fubmit.”” A proud 
rebellious wretch in times of peace, {wells bigger than 
God, and-is above God; the Lord Jefus hath his _ 
times wherein he grapples with them when no minif- 
ters.can, and flings them down with his {word at their . 
heart, and his hand art their throat, and terrors in ” 
their confciences ; and now. they yield ; Chrift may’ 
hence take thefe as common fubjcéts ; but never as 
fpecial favourites to ftand.before him ; and this is the 
cafe of thoufands, who fly to Chrift merely for extre-~ 
mities. ‘hus the cafe ftood with old Joab ; he fhould © 
have died before ; « Kings ii. 30. but at laft he ne. - 
glects his charge, he runs to the altar only out of felt 
love; and there he will die ; one would think a man 
that had been fo ufeful flying to the altar in his — 
old «age, might be pitied: No, the altar which 


fecures others fecures not him; juftice may be 
Sf fhewn 
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fhewn to him that will abufe favour long; fo it is 
here. pas : m4 


fo they may preferve their fins, with greater peace of 
conieience ;_ fo that fin makes them fly to Chrift, as 
well as mifery, not that they may deftroy and abolifh 


fin, but that they may be preferved in their fins with 


peace. For this is the frame of all men living ; fin 
before it is committed (not all- fin, but what is fuita- 


ble to men’s conflitutions, corruptions, places, tempta- 


tions) is very fweet ; and if confcience be-awake,"it 
is after the commiflion bitter ; fweet im the mouth, 
bitter in the belly ; or elfe they know it will be bitter 


another day; Prov. xxiii. 32. “ ftings like a cocka-— 
“ trice;’? and what profit in inheriting lies? “now 


becaufe men have not; hence many an heart fecretly 
faith this, if ] can have my fin, and peace, and. con- 


fcience quiet for theprefent, andGod mercifultopardon — 


it afterward, then all is well; hereupon heating thofe 
that put their truft in Chrift thall be pardoned for pre- 
fent, and faved afterward, hence he doth rely (as he 
faith) only on the mercy of God in Chriit; and now 
this hardens and blinds him, and makes him fecure, 
and his faith is fermon-proof, nothing f{tirs him, “&c. 
and were it not for their faith, they fhould defpair, 
but this keeps them up ; and now they think, if they 
“have any trouble of mind, the devil troubles them 5 
and fo make Chrift and faith protectors of fin, not pu- 
rifiers from fin (which is moft dreadful) turning grace 
to wantonnefs, as they did facrifice; fo thefe would 
fin urider the fhadow of Chrift, becaufe the fhadow is 
fweet, Micah iti. 11. they had’ fubtile - fly ends in 
good duties, for therein may lie a man’s fin; yet they 
lean upon the Lord, &c. Mat. iii. 7, 8. ‘Fhe fcribes 
came in peace to John’s minifiry, which was to awak- 
en men to believe in the Meffiah, ‘© O- generation 

** of vipers, who hath.fore-warned you to flee from 
‘wrath to come!” hence faith he, ‘* Bring forth 
** fruits 5” as if he fhould fay, you would have the blef- 


fing 


9, When men fly to Chrift in times of peace, that 
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fing of the warm fun itill, but-you care not to have 
your viperous nature changed, you will bring forth 
the old bitter fruits, &c. when money-changers came 
into the temple, you have made it a den of thieves ; 
thieves when hunted fly to their den; or cave, and 
there they-are againit all fearchers, and hue and cries ; 
fo here, but Chrift whipped them out: fo when men 
are purfued with cries and fears of confcience, away 
to Chrift they go, as to their den; not as faints, to 
pray and lament out the life of their fin there, but to 
preeens their fin ; this is vile; will. the Lord receive 
fucn ! ; 5 


I am perfuaded, many a man’s heart is kept from 


breaking and mourning, becaufe of this; he faith (it 
may be) that he is a vile finner; but 1 truft in Chrilt, 
-&c. If they do go to Chrift to deftroy their fin, this 
makes them more fecure in their fin; for (fay they) 
cannot; and the thing I would not do, that do I, 
and Chrift muft do all; whereas faith makes the foul 


mourn after the Lord the more, as Paul did, yet do. 


you think they that believed faid, ‘ Let us fin, that 
“¢ grace may abound ?”’ No, no. . 

3. By feeing fome glory, and tafting fome fweet in 
the gofpel, and Chrift manifefted and arifing therein; 
hence fome men may apprehend Chrift neither out of 
fear of mifery, nor only to preferve fome fin; but 

God fets in light and heat of the blefled beams of the 
glorious gofpel of the*'on of God, and therefore there 
is mercy rich, free, fweet, for damned, great, vile fin- 
ners; good Lord (faith the foul) what a {weet miai- 
ftry, word, God and gofpel is this! and there relts 5 
this was the frame of the ftony ground, ‘* whic 
« heard the word, and received it with joy, and for 
“4 time believed,” Luke viii. 13. And this is the 
cafe of thoufands that are much affected with the pro- 
mife and mercy of-Chrift, and hang upon free-grace 
for a time; but as it is with {weet {mells in a room, 


they continue not long ; or as 
and withered, and fall; in time of temptation, luft, 
S) 


{2 and 


or as flowers, they grow old. 
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and world; and floth is more fweet'than’Chrift andallic 
his gofpebis; it 'isin this cafe with the fouljaswith Mary!> 
whovapplied thefpikenard only tothe feet of Chrift;but) 
all the roontwas filled'with'the fweetnefs: of it;fo ims 
the gofpel the fweet ‘odour‘of “itis feattereditovall; 

, 


and the apoftle Paul faith, “* we are afweet favour of 
‘God to them ‘that perifh ;”? but Chrift‘only applies» 
it unto the heartof a- wounded, poor, humbled-finner; | 
and ithough fmells and odours refrefh,: yet men can: * 
not» live: by thefmell; fo it is here, fuchis the'rich | 
grace of Chrift, that the worft fhall knowsand fay, he’ 
is good; as*the’ king paffeth by; many come to-fees! 
him;°but doth ‘he take allvup to thecchariot withw 
him? No; but'they go°home to théirfeveral! houfes)s 
againjiand’ then they commune;*and: {peak of what: 


they faw ; forChrift accepts*only of, and apprehendsd — 


none but ithofe that have forfaken all atchis cabk/andi 
apprehends none but thofe that havelforfaken all at hisii 


calf and fo ‘live upon his favour ; fo'Here}! as Pfalo xlw.is 


allthis’ garments fmell of myrrh} yet dnlythe queen” 
whichi hears confiders, and forgets her father*sthoufess 
-ftands/ at his ‘right hand: Hottiw bilud soy brow 
_ baowWhenstheé*foul is perfuaded torclofe with the 

Lord .Jéfus'Chrift by the power of immediate revelas * 
tion; without the medium of the word; the word they: 
grantchath tits ufe, and it is good>to’ attend: to‘it,> 


2) 


-ascto‘a light in'a‘dark place; “but ftay till 'the day-ftar, 


atife; othe word-is: obfcure; and“ may deceive, ‘but this: 
cannot; and they think Chrift never apprehends them, » 
tillbchisydoth ; -and this fome feel, and*reft:uponj'as u- 
poma lightvand comfort.in ficknefs, andleave others 
tysthe. word; fome feel!and hold no other evidence 
but: thisysdome hold it, but never felt it, -but live in 
admiringbofit} and ‘it is'a pretty new thing, Ree iver 
> dcontefs the Spirit muft reveal the meaning: of thes 
“word, before ever if Scan “draw any to believe, ands 
aa mightily, immediately apply the word ;-but for! 
sl lies him felf without a word; ! and a wordt 
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of'promife in the gofpel truly underftood, is.a delufion, - 
efpecially if the evidence of the word:be herein defpif- 
ed. Rom. xv. 4. Paul had revelations; fo may a. 
godly man haye more than common manifeftations | 
of favour at fome times ; but Paul {peaks not of ‘thefe, » 
Heb. vi. 17. ** that we might have ftrong confolation,??:: — 
&cs All the heirs'of the promifes, as’ heirs'that have’ 
legacies left them, they go to the.will of the deceafed si 
father, and that comforts, that they hold to, that isis 
fure;:fuch a one fhall have it, if his name be there; ~ 
but if one fhall fay, fuch a one hath promifed me fuch » 
lands; is it in the will? no; but fince he died, as I | 
was taking a pipe, he came to me; O be not deceiv~ | 
ed!ibut fay fome, I hold to the will; let us fee where! 
istit'% 1 love fuch and. fuch, faith the Lord). true; . 
but whom? It-is children believing, broken, poor ; 
humbled. . Now if you fay, no, | regard no fuch will; 
then you regard’'no fuch will; and you regard nots 
the! Lord; fo itis here, Eph. ii. 20. ‘* Built upon the » 
<¢-foundation of the Apoftles ;”” 
and Chrift in it, &c. Hence, if you build without the 
word, you build without a foundation, and you will 
fall; and do'you hold to that comfort that the word 
| never gave you? ‘Chrift is not the objet of faith, but 
asrrevealed; John vi. 45. °° He that hath feen,’’ &c- 
Chrift: is not revealed, but in his word of the gofpel. 
preached ; all your conceptions without it, are idola-« | 
trous and monitrous; you neither fee nor apprehend. 
Chrift; nor Chriftt you.» ee a 
‘gs. By clofing with Chrift upon falfe figns of grace 
there is a conipany of people, if they have but fome; 
pangs, and fome reformations now. and then, they: | 
are prefently Chrift’s, they hope; and if they-belike’ 
unto all other good people, and do as they do; now: 
allis‘welli Phus thefe foolifh virgins did. deceive 
anddelude themfelves 5 -they,,were virgins, they were 
like others, and. (they «thought well of :them,):and: 
hence they: fell. to have ‘hopes,)out of fome) flighty 
work of the Spirit of the Lord Jefus; but they ee 
e 


i.e. upon'the word,; — - 
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the interim, ftrangers to the life of God, and Chrift, 


and grace; thefe fhould have looked to have oil in 
their veflels before now. : , 


Secondly, What is it for Chrift not to apprehend 


fuch, and to withdraw from fuch? 95 . 
~ Anf. You may know this by the affirmative. 
What is it for Chrift Jefus to apprehend? Confider 
a foul drawn home to the Lord Chrift to believe ; 
AS, EK 
Firft, By an eternal covenant of grace, which the 
“Lord makes and enters into with a poor finner, where- 
by he binds himfelf for ever to be his, a God unto 
him; we cannot make the Lord apprehend us (as in 
2Sam.v. 1, 2, 3.) But by his covenant, he binds 
Ahimfelf unto the fouls of his people, La. lv..2, 3. 
which is a mighty ftrong covenant, as {trong as 
God’s purpofe is; for it is nothing but God’s pur- 
pofe revealed. Now this the Lord reveals ufually 
two ways. Wiel . 
1. In the word, without the confcience knowing 


there are two things he doth apprehend his people by. ; 


it, fo as that a man hath not affurance of God’s good 


will to him. And ae 
- _. 2+, To confcience; and this two ways.» 7 


1. By prayer, the foul being inftant with God to 


reveal his good-will, the Lord doth it, Ezek. xxxvik. 


» -37. Iwill yet be enquired of for this,’’ &¢. Zech. 
xii. 19. Hence the Lord afks the poor heart, Will 
“nothing content thee but the Lord? I will fulfil thy 


defires then, the Lord hath heard thy cries; all thy - 


‘fins fhall be pardoned, all thofe corruptions fubdued, 
&c. e 


ae By the miniftry of the word,’ when the foul 
hath been froward. in feeking the Lord, but now 
-mourns under it, that it cannot ‘find the Lord 3 the 
Lord profeffeth, I will create the fruit of the lips, 
peace. Pfal. xxv. t4.)“* He will thew thein his’ co. 

© venant,”’ &c.' So-that the foul is for a time fta- 


blifhed 
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‘ blithed and fupported by thefe and the like bleffed’ 
words of grace from the Lord. _ 
Secondly, By an eternal Spirit of life, which (as 
from Chrift the head) comes into every member, and 
is in them, and fhall be in them, never forfaking. 
them, though it be grieved a thoufand times in a day 
by them: this Spirit fets on the covenant, and gives 
the firft fruits of glory, &c. Ifa. lix. uit. °* This’ 
“< is my covenant, my Spirit fhall never depart,’’ &c. 
Thus Chrift apprehends his ; herein differing from 
Adam, he was next to God, and was apprehended’ by: 
God.’ But 1. It was by a covenant of -works. 2. 
Asa furft caufe upholding and preferving, and go- 
verning the fecond ; but this Spirit which fhould never 
forfake, this he had not; now when by faith we are: 
turned unto Chrift, Chrift apprehends us with both: 
thefe arms... Now e contra, you may fee what it is not 
to be apprehended by Chrift. : : 
.Reafon 1. Becaule they were never given unto 
Chrifin vocation by the Father’s drawing, John Vi. 
65. -And Chrift takes hold on none but them, they 
are apprehended for the Giver’s fake, though they 
be worthlefs in themfelves : All lawful marriage is by 
parents? confent ; {o heré..’..- 
Reajon 2. Becaufe he knows the vilenefs of fuch 
men’s hearts, lying in their fin, the falfenefs, de- 
ceits of them, Jobmi. wit. As we ufe to fay, Such a _ 
one! No, L know him well enough. 
Ufe i. Of fad reproot to. thofe who never trouble 
themfelves. with any thoughts whether. Chrift hath 
_apprehended them; if they have once apprehended 
Jefus Chrilt, they never queftion whether their faith 
fo apprehend: Chrift, as that Chrift apprehends it. 
© confider !) thefe virgins they did thus after a fort ¢ 
apprehend Chrift alltheir life, but now they know 
Chrift never loved them, becaufe they never favingly 
apprehended him. J remember Ifa. IVs 1. ‘¢ Seven 
< women fhall take hold of one man, and fhall fay, 


6 We will be called by thy name to take away our 
oon . reproach, 


\ 
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“* reproach, but we will eat our own bread ;” fo mas 


ny take hold upon Chrift, Lord let us be called by _— 


thy name, to take away our reproach; when as they 
care for no part nor portion in Chrift, but they will 
eat their own bread, live upon their own lufts. It 
was Chrift’s fpeech upon: divers that faw him, and 
followed him, John vi. as to his difciples alfo, ** Ex- 
“ cept you eat my flefh you have no life in ‘you’. 
What doth a man aim at in eating? not only that he — 
may have bread in his hand, but he examines; what 
virtue hath it? His end is, that it may grow one with 
him, and be turned into the fame flefh with him, and 
fo, that there may be a moft near union that can be} 
to fhould all Chriftians ftudy that} and aim at that, 


that the Lord may be nearly united to them, and grow 


one with them ;a gracious ‘heart prays and mourns 
for want of this, ! 

O there be many that profefs, what fhould I trous 
ble myfelf with this and that grace? when IT have 
done all; Ican but look up to Chrift?. True ; but will 
you not yet try whether you fo look to Chrift, as that 
he looks toward you? John x. 16. “ I know mine, 
‘‘ and am known of mine ;”’ there is a world of falfe 
faith in the world. fer.vii. 8. When they cried the tem: 
ple of the Lord, faith he, ‘* Do you fwear, lie??? &c. 
| Sol may fay, are you flothful in carriage, difcontent in 
families, live in fecret adultery, and your eyes and 
thoughts are full of it? do you break your promifes, 
and covenant with God and men, and forget the | 
Lord in a land of peace, care for little but that your . 
plough may fpeed, and your names may rife ?-and do 
© you cry, Chrift, Chrift? go to Shiloh, go to the Pa- 
latinate, Bohemia, and fee what God hath done; O 
but I am better! O but go to thefe foolith virgins, 
let their dead ghofts affright thee, if the Lord’s word 
cannot make thee fearch here. hs 

A man drowning, all his care will be for a hand to 
take him ; fo would you if all were right; but you 
will not fe. | 

a Ufe 
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w/e 2. Of examination.. Whether ever the Lord Je" 
Jus hath apprehended you..with his. deareft love, as 
well.as,you-have apprehended. him? 2, Cor. xiii. 5. 
In, all covenants among,.mens whereby they/ate to 
bind them{elves one. to anothers, men: will) make. it 
dure on both fides; Chrift will make youfure:to hiny ; 
_ do you fee that he be alfo made fure; and)faitubound 
> end pniteh to Fce gorailek ym 169 Hoy 39991 
.. Methinks the confideration of the-example of: the 
virgins, might.awaken every one unto.its for/ifthis 
was the frame, only of fome. rude, profane ‘rout: of 
‘carnal proteftants, profefling Chrift- with their, lips, 
_ but denying him in their lives, it might be exeufable 


for, us ; but when virgins, and fo many, andithat dn 


thefe times of Chrift’s coming, to fail,here,’ this may 
ftrike a holy awfulnefs even in the belts: andy with 
much fear and trembling to fearch themfelves;yas:at 
did .the difciples. of Chrift, when they, heard not’ma- 
ny,,-but one only fhould betray him ; for thereyis:this 
_ union on both parts, John.x.a44- 00 aso) 

2. But,though there is.caufe to fearch,:1.confefsit 
is, very hard to find out this bleffed Jove-knet,zthe us 
nion between Chrift.and the foul) being fo emyttical, 
and fecret, and fpiritual a work, efpecially.in thislifes 
wherein the Lord Jefus arifeth in the fouls of hisiped= 
ple; not in his perfect fulnefs,. but, only as: therday-: 
far, at, which time. there is much ,darknefs,before:the 
rifingfun ;and hence the apoltle, Gal. ‘iv..g.. ‘f: Your 
« bave known God,,or rather are, knownyof bint, ?: 


Br Conig 
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a26 But yet it,may be knowns,the many examples, 
1 might-alledge, might prove at, and tbe, promuile ofy 
Ghritt, to his. difeiples. doth,evince Jobat xivnae' 
‘They, were: weak for a-times and) Ghrift, forfooke theme: 
and left them very forrowful.fora rime, butfaithcbes’ 
<¢ | will come to you agate; ’Z; yea, sand thew might 
bewmexct a whit the afer, for tat gr Naxert faith: bee) 
«At -that day, you Shall kno wey amioity you, and you 
<“* in me ;? asa child cannot tell how his font comes: 
wy i ii into 
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into it, norit may be, when, but afterwards it fees 
and feels that life: So that he were as bad as a beaft, 
that fh uld ceny an immortal foul; and it is an arti- 
cle of our faith; fo here, &c. ’ Se 
4. And truly when it is known, it is exceedin 
ufeful, if a man was never apprehended by Chrift, - 
that now before he be caft out of fight, and reach of 
Chrift, he may (if pofible) get the Lord to appre- 
hend him ; and if he hath been appreheuded, he may 
be fupported in fad combats, and comforted againit 
all fears of apoftacy from the Lord, but may know — 
he ftands as faft as Mount Sion that never can be re- 
moved ; for times of fpiritual affaults are to deftroy 
faith. Pfal. xxii. 8. *¢ He trufted in God, let him de- 
*¢ liver him ;’’ and therefore you had need make {ure of 
this; time may come, that to fenfe and feeling, hope 
and heart may fail; what fupports now?-yet Chrift 
‘doth not, Chrift will not, Chrift cannot. ing 
Queft. How may this apprehending love on Chrift’s 
- part be known ? sis a 
_ Anf. \n thefe five degrees of it, it manifefts itfelf, 
_ for it is unknown in ifelf; but in the manifeftation 
of it, there it is feem of us. 
_ t. Degree, when the love of Chrift apprehends 
the foul effcctually, it overcomes the foul by fenfe of 
‘Toye, and thereby draws the foul from the Rrong 
holds and bondage of fin to Chrift ; where-ever there 
is exceeding dear love of the one unto the other, it 
_ is of an overcoming nature ; and though Chrift doth 
- threaten, or terrify his people fometimes,. yet the end 
Is love; the love of Chrift is of a winning, overcom- 
ing virtue ; and he overcomes by love; and where he 
fets his heart on any, he will fooner or later over- 
come by love (if he can) the hearts of his; to forfake 
all other lovers, and cleave unto him, Jers sexs: 3. 
“* Thave loved thee with an everlafting love ;” what 
follows? hence, “1 have drawn thee 5 how? “ by 
“loving kindnefs.”” Cant. i. 4. “ Draw me, and | 
“will follow thee ;” this is the prayer of all-thofe 
whom 
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whom the Lord efpoufeth to bimfelf; and it is as if’ 
they fhould fay, I bave neither [trength, nor heart. to 
come nor follow ;| my iniquities clog me, and my 
fears difcourage me, &c. but yet Lord ‘draw. me. 

Let a nian believe in Chrift, and accept the offer 
of Chrift when he can; but he can never do it, un- 
til his heart -averfe to Chrift, and unbelieving, be 
drawn to the Lord Jefus ; and that not ‘violently on- 
ly by terror, but by ftronger cords even the cords of 
love, which perfuades mightily the foul-of unwilling 
to become willing ; ‘the Lord revealing the glorious 
grace and righteoufnels of Jefus Chrilt, and all the 
benefits of him, and therefore he offers this to it, 
and requires nothing but faith to receive it; this whica 
 ftirs not the heart of another,,overcomes the hearts.of 
the Lord’s own, even with an holy admiration at this 
grace! What, Lord, am 1! fo vile 1am, and filtby © 
and hellifh, after fo long abufing God and grace, 
now to reveal, offers on fuch terms Chrift and grace 
to me! O Lord, f am fwallowed up with this pay 


nefs! how canft thou think fuch thoughts of love? 


yet I fee it. »Rom. i 17. “ The gofpel is the power 
<¢ of God to falvation ; tor therein is righteoufnels re- 
66 vealed from faith to faith.” And mark, it is fuch 
a drawing of love, as pulls the foul from all the tlroag 
holds of fin, to Chrilt ; for that which the pro bet 

- complains of people in his time, is true of ours, Jer- 
vill. 5. ‘* They took fat hold of deceit, and refuled 
+“ to return;” they hold it as their life, and it holds 
them as faft as fpiritual bonds of death; either the 
nleafure of fin holds them, oF thé power of unbelief 
in refufing grace, attended with finkings and fadnefs 
- of heart, or objecting againit grace through pride of 
heart, when the Lord comes. to apprehend it 3,nete- 
upon the Lord Jefus Chrift, uno &F codem aku &F ictity 
in drawing the foul to himfeli, draws it from, the cap- 
“tivity -of fin 5 thus, Ads xxvi. 18. “ From ‘darkneis 
« to light.?? , Theff. i..g. and ihe foul faith as they, 
Jer. iii. 23, 244 &c,. Lhe Lord Jefas doth net fo 
: Tta2 draw. 
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draw it to himfelf, as that at the fame time it abides 
in fin; nor, fo from fin, as that it abides without 
Chrift ; but ano, &c. rie ed 


For Lobferve a double error in men’s drawing to 


Chrift.:. 463T e 
Firit, Either they come only from mifery ¢ 
Ch 


only), and fo are rather driven than drawh to. rifts. 


they rather come themfelves on the legs of their felf. 


love, thamon the feet of faith, .. Now when Chritt 
doth: effectually draw, he doth it by love; O this. 
this overcomes; and _ j 


meets, this draws, this breaks, 
now. as we'fay in war, it is better to reconcile an ene. 


., My, thamte conquer him by force; becaufé the one |. 
_ overcomes his power only, but the other overcomes _ 
his will;.'fo' Chrift could cruh (and he doth bruife 
his people’s fouls with miferies, they would ‘never elfe 

_ be fuitably affected with the bruifes of his foul) but 
this. makes way for love; he overcomes the will by 
“love. asvat 4s oe HE OVEE:S 


Secondly? Or elfe if love doth meet, affe@, and 
draw them; ‘yet it doth not overcome them, or draw 
them from ‘thé hold of fin, but as ivy clafps about 
the treeiiwith? 4 ‘YOot of ‘its ‘own, I have known. 


fome that have been melted, affected ‘with the pa- | 


tience and goodhefs of God towards them ;'that have 


been almoft ‘perfuaded, and. yet have turned almoft 


devils afterward's the reafon hath been, becaufe they — 


were nevetlquite chen ‘off. theiriowalbottoms. Now 

a foul whom ‘Chritt draws, the Lord in drawing him. 
to himfelf, pulls him from his fin, fo that hé is weary 
of it; the fight of Chrift’s grace, O:this:draws in- 


deed! thar now'not only it dare ‘not, ‘will not, but 
‘cannot live infin’ “Rom. Vie Qa Tite: 12° eeiok eo Sik 


"* Grace appears to all; but it, teacheth -u¢ (faith the 


" apottle tol deny ungodlinefs ;”” ungodlinefs will be 
fuing and feékine’ for love, but, they deny ‘it; the'foul : 


thus comes not’ ante Chrift, without feehng"of fin ~ 


init, but that thé Lord would. take away all iniguity 
from it, pers it, 22. And, becauie vit fears there 


ag ree 


fay, ; 


“May 


. 


. _... TEN VIRGINS,» | 333 
may be fome fecret evil; ite care therefore is, that 
the Lord would {trike the toot of all, and.make it 

' more bitter,than death, to its grave. The ereateft e- 
vil of all is fin; it is greater than death, grave, hell; 


hence Chrift’s greatett love is redeeming firtt from: ° 


fin; and as if thére had never been fin, grave nor 


death fhould never hold; fo when he. breaks the 
power of fin,. no power of fatan, world, death, ‘fhall 
hold thee from Chrift; and it is never overcome by 


love till now... Let-a-man be in never. fuch, fears and’ 


‘troubles of mind, and finkings of heart, and foonaf. » 
ter he pretends, to great joys, and aflurance,. but fin’ 


is Not overcome; though it. be {nibbed and hid, yee « 
at will overcome-you ‘at laft, and would, pull thee’ 
down from heavemif ever thou wert there; as if one!) © 


that makes fuit to another, and fhe is forced to give 


confent, but fhe hath her heart flill to another lover, «: 


he will never have her ; not that the faints are réally ><. 
free from all fins, and weaknefles, but they.arefree 901. 


from peace with fin, though not free from war with 


2 


fin till death ; as:when two lovers are fallen out, it is: 


enough if the league be broken. 


2. Degree. The apprehending love of Chrift 5 dt 909) 
fatiates, fills, and feeds the foul with the fweetnels, of: © 


itfelf, now the foul being come to Chriit, and feeing 


the heighth and depth of the love and pity of Chrift... 


- Pfal. xv. 24 3, 4.,$$cBlefled’ is’ the man whom‘thoix 


“* choofeft,. he. thall be fatisfied ;” the ftony ground: 


received the word with joy, was affected with the 


grace of Chrift; as one that ftands by where {mells: | >>) 


are (but {mells do not feed) for they may tafte, but) 10! 


taftes do not feed nor fatisfy) fo it is here. _. You ssn) 
know we feed_on meat, that we may be ftrengthen.s\/10.: 


bed 


ed thereby, and it may be turned to nourifhment, and), ~ 


good blood, and flefh ; and be’ made one with US; for 


Chrift gives himfelf.to be fpiritually eaten by faith, 
out of an earneft defire, that he may have a near u- 
“nion to him, and he to us. Now the main end of eats 


ing is fatisfying; and if aman be fatiated with it, ee 
¢ 
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he think it will never prove nourifhment, yet it doth + 
fo, where life is, &c. John vi. 56. «© He dwells in me, — 
st and J in him.” . 

If a man-taftes not a greater good in Chrift, than 
“Gn his lufts, he will fall to them again from Chrilt; 
‘but if he feeds on Chrift, and is fatiate with him, ne- 
ver can he hunger again ; otherwife the foul will fay, 
It was better with me once, than now it is; Solomon, 
though he tafted all good of the creatures after he 
‘knew God, and God had appeared twice to him, yet 
he felt them fall fhort of what he once found, and 
at laft he remembered his reft. When Abraham gave. 
his children gifts, he did not lay hold on them with 
{pecial love, but to him to whom he gave his inheri- 
‘tance and portion, this is fpecial love ; and when is 
that known? (viz.) when the-foul is fully fatiated 
with it, Pfal. xvi. 2, 3, 4 And hence the prodigal 
he did not know he fhould be received ; but when he 
came, “ Make mea fervant, if not a for (faith he) and 
his Father hung about his neck,” &c. fo here. Ex- 
odus vi. 3. God ‘hath two ways to fatisfy his people... 
1. By fulfilling his promiles. 

2. By manifefting himfelf, and that to their fatisfy- 
“ing, as fufficient to do all what he hath promifed. | 
© confider of this, you that have feen mercy, but 
3 hath not fatiated you, nor doth yet 1 but you have 
other bread to feed on; the Lord never took hold on 
you. Bs 3 
nas Decrees: This apprehending love of Chrift, ha- 
ving thus fatiated the foul, it conftrains the foul tc 
live and a@ for Chrift. Now, what fhall 1 do fo! 
the Lord, and the poor foul begins to lament day: 
paft of folly; and. fecretly defires of the Lord,'1 
might rather not live, than not live to him; an 
though happily it often ferves fin and felf, ye 
the foul accounts that life death, and fo lament 
~$t before the Lord, 2 Cor, v. 15, 16. ° That the 
that live, might live to him. John vi. 57. He thi 

«believeth in me, {hall live by me;”’ 4 é both by m« 

an 
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and for me; and Chritft apprehends the foul fait now 
for Chrift-muft rather lofe his life, than lofe this foul. 
Look as it is with a graft, put the f{eience clofe by 
the ftock, tie it faft, if there it withers, and rather 
lofeth life than gets it, we fay, jurely it is not put in 
right; for if it were, the living ftock would convey fap 
and nourifhment to it. So it is here; fome herbs are 
very precious, but for ornament, rather than ufe; fo 
Chrift is, but what ufe do you make of Chrift? 
_ what life do you fetch from Chrift? the leaft joint in 
a man’s finger united to the foul, hath life of it; .but 
fignets though near to the finger, yet they have no life, 
and hence no union, and hence no members ; fo the 
faints have life, though weak ; but unregenerate men 
{as fignets) may be near life, and near the true 
members of Chrift that be quickened, but receive no 
‘dife. 
Gluttons will feed, that they may go to fleeping ; 
others, that they may fall a working; fo, many take | 
Chrift, and get fome peace, and then turn grace in- 
to wantonnels, and fo fleep in their floth; but a gra- 
cious heart, all his prayers and feeding, is, that he 
might have ftrength, and heart, to live and work for 
Chrift: Hath the Lord pitied, pardoned? how Lord 
". fhall 1 now live in my calling? now his friends are by 
him pitied ; now he is‘fruitful, and mourns, when o- 
thers be not fo. ahs. os 
“4, Degree, This apprehending love of Chrift ha- | 
ving thus conftrained the foul, it ever follows it, 
‘¢ and dwells in it,” John xiv. 17. For after Chrift 
hath apprehended the foul, fo as that the foul thinks _ 
it fhall never be as it hath been before ; yet O the la- 
nientable decays and lofles that it feels! irlofeth favour 
and life too afterward, and lives againft Chrift fome-. 
times (a thing never to be lamented enough) but 
mark, if Chrift haih apprehended, he will not forfake 
the foul, though it hath forfaken him; and hence 
the Lord by his eonftant, affiftance of the Spirit, re- 
covers it again, brings it back again, and that after 
5 queilionings 


- 
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queftoinings fometimes, if ever there was grace indeed 
in it; if not, yet O that it fhould thus forfake the — 
Lord! nay, the Lord fometime preventing before it : 
was feeking. si 

Judas falls, the Lord never looks after him; Peter 
falls, Chrift looks, after him, and recovers him; all 
the difciples denied Chrift, and fled after promife ne-- 
ver to do fo; yet, faith he, »Mark xiv. 28, asc. 
<< | will go before you to Galilee ; my Spirit is imyou, 
«and fhall be in you, though you grieve it, and fad _- 
<¢ it.’ Adam falls, and one fin cut him from God’s _ 
hold of him; hence he dafheth quite to pieces; but — 
now Chrift upholding on’other terms, hence, though | 
“his people forfake him, yet he holds them ftill faft 
and fure, and keeps them from breaking utterly to 
pieces; nay, if be as water fpilt on the ground, he 
_ will gather them up again ; he deals not fo with others, — 

John vi. 66. Many forfake him, being never given 

indeed to him, he lets them go; but Chrift {peaks 

to his difciples, “ Will you go?” So if'a man hath a 
ftranger in his houfe, he will let him go, and enquire. 
not after him 3 he came to me for a time; but if he 

hath a fon, and he is gone, he will find him out; and 
there he wonders at a father’s love, to fee his fpirit ; 

‘{o here ; and hence come the faints to wonder at the 

Lord fo much, “ What is not the Lord yet gone pe? 

_ I fpeak this partly to terrify thofe that go, and ne- 
ver return again, and to anfwer objections of faints 5 
the Lord hath hid himfelf from me, and I have forfa- 

‘ken him; yet mark, he will bring thee back again to 
himfelf lamenting, &c. edly 

5. Degree, This apprehending love of Chrift,: it 
now witneffeth love to the foul moft clearly and fully ; 
the queftion is, doth Chrift apprehend any but thofe 
to whom he witneffeth love? No, for he doth witnefs 
to all in fome meafure; but here comes the clear ma-. 
nifeftation of it; when I was dead he quickened me, 
and fince that I have loft'the Lord, and he me, yet 
he hath found me out; and hence now the foul con-’ 
cludes 
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tludes, the Lord loves it. (Gals dis 20. “Who loved 
S* me, and'gave himfelf for me.’ Pfalm xxiij. y/p. 
*< Phe Lord reftoreth my foul, furely. mercy: fhail fol- 
‘© low me.”’ P 
» Now try if the Lord never dealt thus with thee. 
Ufe 3. As this may ferve sto difcourage or) terrify 
thofe that never did, fo it may encourage thofe to 
preferve their faith who fo apprehend Chrilt, as that 
they are apprehended of him ; if a woman-was.never 
married to fuch a man, for her to call him, or fpeak 
of him, ‘or think of him to be her hufband, it is pres 
dumption; but whem he hath given himfelf to her, 
then let her own her privilege, and maintain her claim 
‘againft all law, and wranglers, and preferve her inte- 
oreft ;»fo thofe that: never were given to Chrift, let 
ethemoknow their faith is but {moke and vanity.; but 
let ‘Job: ifay, “* Vhough he kill me, yet 1 will truft 
*-hims’’:): David, Pfal xlit, 3. had that temptation; 
“ Whereis now thy God? that his tears were his 
“© meat-and: drink,’’? and was much fhaken, and caft 
down by. it; -butewhat, doth he lie ftill? | No,-hetirs 
up himfelf, and chides himfelf, “* Why art thou caift 
§ downs: Vere §,! at..He isemy Gods. gTimiyis 
$642, Fight a good fight of faith, and lay.held of e- 
‘¢ ternal lifey.whereunto thou art called.”’ . . ., 
Inds very,unfafe for any Chniftian to lay.by: faiths. 
and ‘caft off the! exercife of it, becaufe.it 1s) Chrift’s 
apprehending of us which doth preferve us ;. true, 
but it is by faith, which may notat all ames be feen, . 
as neitherithe other can; and therefore,.take heed - 
you make not this ufe of doctrine here, becaule many 
may apprehend Ch rift, whom. Chritt never apprehend- 
ed; therefore what have I to do to clofe with -Chrift 2. 
‘fo be kept from putting out) faith. either...a,..your: 
judgment.and practice, or practice only? Iwould but 
onty alk of fuch thefe queltions ; 2 sitick ca tie « 
WFirk, If we were only to look.to Chrift’s apprehend. 
ing us without. the other, why, doth the apoltle put 


fuch a weight on faith, as that all. the benefits of Chriit 
wi a ca aa We | “are 
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are communicated by it? Heb. iii. 14. “* We partake of 
<: Chrift, if we hold the beginning of our confidence 
« ftedfaft ;” and Heb. x. a0 60 Ene juft lives by it,” 

not fromit. : . oe 
Secondly, If fo. why doth fatan fo much ftrike at 
faith? when Peter fell, what did He ftrike at’? what 
did he winnow him for? To fhake out his faith; and 
hence Chrift prays “ that it fail not 5” when fatan 
comes to Chrift, the firft thing which made ‘way for 
all his temptations, was, << If thou beeft ‘the Son,” 
&c. , Our. bleffed fellowfhip with Chrift, he’ fees 
confifts of two things ; faith on our part, “and the 
‘Spirit on Chrift’s; and fatan ftrikes at the ‘weakeft 

fit epi Ooo? ek a sani as ihe 
Thirdly, If fo, why doth the Lord fefus fo care- 
fully feek to preferve it ? both mediately by all means 
and-miniftries, words, facraments,. which are to’ feed 
faith ; and hence Paul, t Theff. iii. 2. “ Vo eftablifh 
|“ you in faith.” And yer. 5. he hence ~ rejoiced’s”” 
and yer. to. We would be yours to perfect your 
s¢ faith.” _ And alfo immediately ; Peter falls, Chrift 
| prays «his faith fail not,” his grace fhould not ; 
and.t Pety 14.25.30) Preferved by faith to falvation.’” 
_ Object. But 1 cannot believe wo ‘ 2s 
_. Anf.. Before faith you cannot ; and after ‘you ‘do 
_ believe, the acts of faith, and lively working of faith, 
may be, many times in defertions of the ‘foul from 
God, or God from the foul, hindered’; and when 
whe hath thofe lively workings of it,’ it is from the 
-powe; of Chrift, that it is acted, as well as preferved 5 
—but,yet if Chrift hath once given power to believe; he 
maintains it conftantly, and increafeth it; and there- 
fore you have no caufe to plead, I cannot; fo that 
you.cannot fin, and live in it, efpecially in unbelief, 
-and lie there, you cannot draw back to pérdition,’ but 
believe to the falvation of your fouls; ‘ the juft lives 
“ti by tat 30 we fay we mutt live; ‘faith’ will be ftir- 
»ring when_.no other grace can be fo; it victuals’the 
whole camp, relieves the befiexed; ‘and it: is moft 
; itrong 
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ftrong when man is moft weak, It is true indeed 
there may be many acts of prefumption for one att of - 
faith 5, take heed of that; that faith is not prefump- 
tion, which the more it works the more humble it 
makes the foul to, be, and vile in his,own eyes ; de- 
caufe as faith ever fetcheth of Chrift’s fulnefs to the 
foul, fo it eyer is attended with fenfe of emptinefs in 
the foul naturally, and then itisright. 9 
-o+ Ufe.4.,/O, refilt not the Lord. Jefus, when he comes. 
to,arreft you by his almighty arm! In a thipwreck, if 
a.jman fees many, drowning and perifhing, never‘a 
shand,to take hold of them, when one is reached out 
stoythem, will they refiftit? Ono! 1 know indeed: 
when the time of love comes, there is no power of © 
overcoming and fruftrating the grace of God, Bat 
_ yet there is a power of refifting, which the Lord com- 
pplains of in them, Acts, vii. and which he makes ‘his 
“people to: complain with bitternefs of in his befeu.. 
when, his time comes. Ifa. 1, 2. The Lord’ cries Out 
_.of his, people when they had fold themfelves into the 
phand of their enemies, and were apt to lay the fault 
on, the Lord, as men do. Now the Lord gives me — 
not a.heart to believe ; faith he, Wherefore when I 
came was there noneto anfwer. Olyect. You can ne- 
ver pardon fuch finners, help againft fuch fins,’ mer- 
cy cannot reach us? ‘‘ Is my hand fhortened ?”’ No 
_fuch,matter. I do not prefs you now to apprehend 
..Chrift, but refift not the Lord when he hath his hand 
, apon.thy heart or confcience to apprehend thee. ‘Is 
the Lord at work with none of vou? are you forfak- - 


Aw 


a very, life from it, takes away. ee ey eee on 
> ance ;. fo,Chrift would unite himifelf to the foul; there 
3 2 le ; bes Bh ee BO Eas FE ire 5 a ee BO Ce a3 ey > Bele ean 
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can be no conftant union where there is. conftant ° 
refiftance. Chrift comes to take-away that; hence- 
bruifes and wounds the foul; outwardly fometime: 
in name, eftate ; inwardly in confcience, in heart. 
Now here is men’s folly, that they will not be hum- 
bled, when they hear of their eftate in the word; 
they will not believe it is fo, though they ftand all 
the while convinced therein, as if they had been nam- 
ed; nay, they will not think of it; if it begins to 
trouble them, or if they do begin, they think it is 
the temptation of the devil; and if their eftates or 
names begin to die, they will not be poor nor defpif-— 
éd; they had rather die than live in vexing and fret-_ 
ting rather than yield; they will have God’s wilk — 
_ bowed to theirs, not theirs to the Lord, nor yield 
themfelves. captives to his. mercy, let him do with 
them, what he will, who owes them nothing. _ Thus 
it was with Ephraim, Capernaum heard, admired, - 
embracéd Chrift, but yet repented not; that: was. to. 
live in the fmoke and fire; wo to you, faith he, for: 
it. . Jer. vi. 7,.8. .“¢ Be inftruéted ;”’ he faith not, 
inftruat thytelf, but ** be inftruted,’’ be convinced, 
be humbled for thy fin, ‘* left my foul depart ;” I 
ain with thee yet to pardon it, yet to take it away. 
- Secondly, When they will not be gathered. to 
Chrift, nor come to him, nor receive his love when 
it comes to them, but put it far from them as much. 
as in them lies.. The. difciples told Phomas,. Chritt 
was rifen, but hé would not believe unlefs he faw 
him ; nay, unlefs he felt; nay, unlefs he felt his ve- 
ry wounds; Chrift pities, and bears with the weak- 
nefs of faith ; ‘* but (faith he) be no more faithlefs, 
© but faithful.;?? and hence faith, ‘ Blefled are they 
** which have not feen, and yet believed ;” this Chrift 
complains of in the Jews, “* He would have gathered. 
** them, and. they would not !”? 
Now here refiftance is made two Ways. (s- : 
a. By the will;, when the foul fees the offer of. 
love fair and full, but will not be drawn to clofe with. 


it 
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it, becaufe it knows whither to go, and live, and’be - 
yet well enough without it. John vi. 68. ‘© Whither 

‘© fhall | gor’? It hath fome other lovers'to give it 
content; but lofs of Chrift’s love'is not for the pre= — 
fent fo bitter as death to him; becaufe having of it, 
is not hfe to him, becaufe fomething elfe is his’ life, - 
this is enmity of heart, and indeed the root is worfe 
Gf worfe may be) you can find fome pillow to eafe — 
you, when you refufe Chrift’s love to help you. 

* 2. By the mind; the foul knows not whither to 
go, and yet the mind doth not, nor will meditate with’ 
‘fixed meditations on-the brace of Chrift; but pores 
upon its fins, and unbelief, and fears and objects 
ftrongly and continually agaimft the Lord. Ifa. xl. 
27, 28. ‘ Haft not feen,” &c. (Beloved) it is with 
the mind as it is with burning glaffes, hold them to ~ 
the fun, and you gather and unite the beams, that 
they burn ; fo the foul by mufing on Chrift’s love. 

ObjeG. Many fay, I cannot believe though 1'fee a 
command for it, and Ged will not help me. | 

Anf. The fault is not here, ‘but in this, you will 
not ufe this means in mufing on the gracious freenefs, 
riches and need of his love, Pfal. Ixiii. 6, 7. but on 

the earth. ~ 7 

v. Obje?. You will fay, I cannot but refit. 
Ans. Yet 1 pray give us leave to exhort you to be-. 
lieve ; give Peter leave to perfuade, Acts in. O° Me: 

«< pent and be converted ;” the Lord requires that 
only; it may be the Lord may go away from thy 
foul, and take his leave of thee for ever; and if you 
did know, you would not crucify nor refift the Lord 
of glory for you would confider you would know. (= 7 

2. Objeét. 1 find my heart much affected and drawn, 
but then 1am afraid of prefuming ; how fhall I Know. 
when I may clofe with the Lord? site 

Ans. y. When the merchant hath fold all, Tet him? 
take the pearl, and’enrich himfelf with it; the devil 
may grudge thee it, but the Lord doth not, will not. 

2. When the Lord comes to draw indeed, you 

cannot 
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cannot but accept; your need will be fo great, the 
offer fo fair, love: fo abundant, and ‘like the honey- 
conib dropping: into thy heart before thou fuckelt.it, 


and’ Chrif!) fo! dear, ‘that! thou. -canft >not tread 


upon himeswhom God hath fmitten for «thee. 


$6 Mary, ‘John xx.o15,'1p6; 17% ftands: weeping ;”? at _ 


Jaft.'\Chrift: appears, “*! Woman, why weepeft thou 4 
-séiwhom feekeft thou?isfhe knew him mot 2”; hence 
herheart flirs not; but atlaftthe calls: hem by wame, 


and then fhe knew him, and fawechiny yprefent:s 
«<:Rabboni,”: faith’ fhe ;:and now: hadefhe beftjap-. 


prehend? yea, fhe cannot: but: embrace:hinmngn“iO 
‘ouch’ me notias: yet;’? faithshe,)s&ea; sci gt ,bow 


astU/e so Ofexhortation, to labour thatthe Lord:Je- 


fus 'mayapprehend you: I knowiit is nothing butihis 
-mercy! can move him to it, even to. takeaway that re- 
fiftance’ of» your hearts;°butvyet’heanrhis voices-as 
bwell as know-his power, and harden‘mot your:hearts 
whiles it is'called to day, in ufeof. means forthis end, 
Pali lisi. yeivg Se A | 

 oUfe 6, Of thankfulnefs to the faimts:who are. ap- 


. 


sprehended ofthe Lord Jefus ; you know him,,and. 


she: knows you; you come to him, and heitakes you ; 


you give up yourfelves to him, and he gives himfelf,to: 


icyou; yow make him your God and head, and:+hemakes 
Styou dis’ people and members, &c. i} ocw oshorkt 
eaObfervuss. That: the Lord: Jefus at his.coming;to 
-»\deathcor judgment, will make a perfect feparation,be- 
tween theewile and foolifh virgins. )o so iat amy 
youlRor: theo virgins: were ‘all one'together:till, Chrift 
-beomes 3and now the one fort issreceived: to ;Chrift, 
othevother feparated: from: Chrift;: nay, not fo much 
as knowmof:\Chrift: » There:are not; have not been 
“sanyo churches in this life; but there will be wife and 
foolith, tares.'and ‘wheat: grow up together ; mot vir- 
_ © gins and ‘haylots, not openly: prophame (atamay. be) or 
“owicked andi godly::;no,; butewheniallare virgins: in 
outward profefion;-and ‘converfation, yetthemifome 
‘willbe: wife, ‘and ‘fometfoolifhyin the fight of Chrift, 
ae though 


welded: asim. 4 


e 
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(though not in the fight of man) end between thefe 
the Lord Jefus*will make a-feparation at his coming. 
Mat. xxv. 3(. ‘ He fhall fet fheep and goats at his 
‘right and left hand. Mat. ili, 12. He {hall thorow- 
«ly purge his floor, andi feparate chaffand. wheat. 2 
Thef. i. 9. punifhed with eternal deftru¢tion from the 
<< prefence of the Lord.’ |The fon of the bond-wo- 
man; muft not be heir together with the fon of the 
free-woman, and therefore: caft him-out; they muft 
part’ companies. . 731 ma Nee 
Ufev1.. Let none be then’ offended at the apoftacy 
of men’ (eminent in. profeflion) from the waysvot 
God, in the pureft) and moft, reformed ‘churches ; 
what are*thefe people (fay fome fcorners) better than, 
others 2? fome of 'thefe make a greaterfhew than o-, 
thers? and yet they fall; what are thefe churches bet- 
ster-than others, where there is no fuch examination, 
conor trial? and thefe be your church-members, and . 
your‘holy. peopie, and your covenanters, and. thus 
men ftumble. O confider, in the pureft churches 
there be many. foolifh whom Chrift will feparate one 
from another; and. therefore if Ghrift doth give a 
-tafte of this before hand, and thofe that are vile be- 
ofore him, he makes them vile before others. 
_ Ujfe'eo Hence: fee the fearful and fadcondition of 
thofe who fhall voluntarily. feparate themfelves (and 
are glad ofiit) from the fellowship of the faithful s nay, 
the churches of Chritt, they do but execute the dis. 
“xine fentence of Chrift upon themfelves in this life, 
which! fhall-be paft upon them at the:great day ; they 
-/fhall'then be parted, and caft out of the family of God, 
the, church of the farft-born, of which the churches 
on earth in thein purity are a refemblances 012 «: 
Ufe: 3. We may feehence one juft ground of that 
‘diligent and narrow fearch and trial, churches here 
do» or fhould make of all-thofe whom they receive to 
be fellow-members with them 5, the. Lord Jefus will 
omakeva very trict fearch and. examination of wife and 
foolifh, when he comes,.and will put adifference be- 
: tween 
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tween them then ; may not men, nor churches imitate’ 


the Lord Jefus according to their light now ? if indeed © 
all the congregation of the baptized were holy, thea 

as Korah faid, “© They take too much upon them ,” 
if Chrift at his coming, would make neither examin- — 
ation, nor feparation, not only of people baptized at 
large, but of profeffors, and glorious \proteffors of 
his truth and name; if churches were not fet to dif- 
cern between harlots and virgins, foolifh virgins and 
wife, as much as in them lies, that fo fome of the glo- 
ry of Chrift may be feen in his churches here, as well — 
ag at the laft day; then the gate might be opened 
wide, and flung off the hinges too for all comers ; 
and you might call the churches of Chrift, the inn. 
and tavern of Chrift to receive all ftrangers, if they 


“will pay for what they call for, and bear fcot and lot 


inthe town, and not the houfe and temple of Chrift 
only to entertain his friends. “But (beloved) the 


church hath’ the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; and 


what they bind and loofe, following the example and 
rule of Chrift, is bound and loofed in heaven, and | 
they judge in the room of Chrift. 1 Cor. v. 4,5. 2 
Cor. ii. 10. Whom the church cafts out, and bids 


departs to Satan, Chrift doth; whomit receives, 


Chrift.doth, but fuch as have vifible right to Chrift, 
and communion of faints. None have right to Chrift 


in his ordinances, but fuch as fhall have communion 


with Chrift at his coming to judge the world ; hence 
if we could be fo eagle-eyed, as to difcern them now 


‘that are hypocrites, we fhould exclude them now, as 


Chrift will, becaufe they have no right; but that we 
cannot do, the Lord will therefore do it for his 
churches ; yet let the churches learn from this, to do 
what they can for the Lord now. 

There it a four-fold glory of Chrift fhining in his 
feparating foolifh and wife at the laft day; which 


when churches imitate now, they hold out now. 


Firft, Hereby he fhews his wifdom, in difcovering 
the fecrets of darknefs, and all the wily knots men | 
. have 
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have tied, to hamper themfelves in their own miferies 5 
fo churches fhew forth this wifdom, not only in difco- 
vering fuch whom you may feel to be hairy, rough 
T:faus with mattons on, but tuch as have Jacob’s voice, 
and are wily ;-when the fecrets of his fpirit are dif- 
‘covered, they will fay, if not proud and paflionate, 
God jis in you; hence the -wifdom of Chrift, Rev. 
iS. F 
~- Secondly, Hereby the Lord Jefus fhews his holi- 
‘nefs, who withdraws himfelf trom thofe that are fool- 
ith, though outwardly moft glorious ; for he will be 
fan@ified; fo the churches fhadow out the holinefs 
veers herein ; who are bound to be holy as he is 
ay . a . , 
‘Thirdly, Hereby the Lord keeps the commuaion 
‘of his faints pure ; this is a wonderful glory in heaven, 
that only the ele and faithful of God fhall lie down 
together ; and is the lait and greateft glory that ever 
{hall be feen in this world, Rev. xxi. 27. “One man 
or woman fecretly vile, which the church hath not 
ufed all means to difcover, may defile a whole'church, 
and bring it under wrath, as Achan, and make work 
“and forrow enough for many a day and year after, 
and bring that blemifh and fcandal as will not eafily 
be worn off again, and then men will wifh that they 
had kept their communion pure, ee 
Fourthly, Hereby the Lord abundantly vouchfafes 
his prefénce to his people in heaven, when the goats — 
are feparated; now come and take your fill of love, - 
and poflefs your kingdom ;’fo the church hereby gains 


more of the prefence of Chrift, comforts the hearts of 
{poufe alone, 


his difciples; when the Lor hath his {p 
he fports himfelf with her. ‘Ifa, iv. vite When all m 
Jerzfalem are holy, there fhall be a cloud and pillar 
bf {moke'on all their habitations. And therefore not 
only the churches frould do thus, but’a godly holy 
heart’ will defire'it 3 it is'the-end: of his coming that. 
he may be fearched’; better: had menibe tried’ anc ex- 
winined now; than’ by Cheitt another ts coos : 

na ; X x - Verle 
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Verfe 13. Watch: 


Obferv. "THAT all the churches of God are bound 
to be very watchful, by confidering the parable of » 
thefe foolifh virgins. oc 

Quelt. 1. Againit what fall they watch ? | 

Anf. 1. Againit fecurity, and dead-heartednefs. _ 

2, Againft flightnefs and fhallownefs of che work. 
of grace in them. |. ep 


Queft. 2. For. what fhould they ine 281s 


Ar. For the blefled appearing, and glorious com- 
“ing of Chrift Jefus.. At his firft coming, 1 Pet. i. 
‘10, £1, 12, they fearched after, and waited for his 

coming, and rejoiced to fee that day ;, fo fhould)w.e 
now for his fecond. a PLS 

Ufe. Of exhortation to thefe churches in New Eng- 

land. _O be watchful, 4 i abo 

Firft, Againft fecurity : Motives. si hal 

41. Becaufe it is the laft. fin, as you have heard, 
' which furprifeth faints; a. Chriftian at firft conver- 

fion, ftrives and gets maftery over many fins, but fome 
vare.very hard, that he cannot overcome them; and 
* becaufe he cannot, hence like the [fraelites,. he. is 
ready to think the worft is paft, and I cannot be bet- 
fer; and hence lies fecure, and makes truce. with 
fin. 
_ 2.Itus a very dangerous fin; what temptation may 
_ mnota-man fall into, and be overcome with, when he 
is fleepy and fecure? A ftrong man that is afleep, 
may not a child, any weak enemy cut his throat, or 
pick his. pockets? it may be when awakened he 
May recover his loffes, but it is fad for the prefent 
with him; fo here. tas 
3» It is a mott bewitching fin ; becaufe nothing is 
fo {weet as fleep, and the {weeter. the ftronger, and 
the worfe, id ’ e 
4. Jt is the temptation of this place. 1. Becaufe 
when 
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when churches grow fecure, then all begin to flum- 
ber; elfe one might awaken all. 2. Becaufe here is | 
peace ; we have our eafe, and our pillows, and fea- 
> ‘ther-beds, and are out of the noife of perfecution 
and hence fleep, and watch not, are fecure, and dead- 
hearted, and pray not; our hearts die, and prayers 
die by this means. 3. Becaufe of many fad weari- 
fome trials and heavy loads; it ‘is hard to live for 
fome, and their bodies are weak, and cares and dif- 
tractions many, and griefs from fervants rudenefs, 
&c. exceeding, and debts come upon men, and forrow | 
made the difciples’ eyes heavy, Luke xxii. 45. The 
j oor laden horfe when fpur-galled, and the load hea-, 
‘vy, and legs weary, he will lie down in the high way 


- till 'reft and provender be given him. 


__g. O.therefore bleffed are ye if you endure tempta- 
tion, ‘and watch one hour in this place and time. I 
tell you, the Lord will fet thee down, and ferve thee, : 
and give thee what thou calleft for. * 
~ Secondly,  Againft flightnefs, and an hoverly 
work : Motives. egg tg 
i. Many looking after. Chrift, deceive themfelves 
‘here; here.is their wound; they have fome tafte of 
fin’s bitternefs, and fome tafte of Ghrift, and fome af- 
feGtions ; but the life of Chrift they want ; not that all 
mut have the fame meafure; but confider of what 
hath been opened to you; O. thefe colours, forms, 
‘and figures, and images, and pageants, and-pictures, 
‘and names, and paints, and gildings, are the undo-. 
ing of many. | . 
gS Confider the example of David, who, tho’ a, 
“prophet, ‘* O that I might fee the Lord in his houfe !”? 
Payal reached after more and more; as for his prize 
he made work of it. . 
°! 3, Chrift is full, and hath enough Spirit; O there- 
fore feek for more! if you know this gift, and afk, 
he will give rivers of waters , young Chriftians look 
to'yourlelves as you wax old; what ts become of your 
via 8 Xx 2. gold ae 
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gold? why doth copper appear now, in comparifon, 
of what it hath been (it may be) formerly ? 

Thirdly, For Chrift’s coming: Motives. _ 

1. This is the beginning of glory; Adam looked ~ 
only for his happinefs in an earthly paradife, but you 
are heirs of an heavenly, Tit. ii. 13. 

. 2. You have nothing elfe to look for ; if only of the. 
things of this world you might look for your portion 
here, it were another matter ; but now when called, 
juftified, fan@ified, fin warring againft thee, and no, 
_. thing but thy body and breath between thee and ~ 

Chrift ; O look after it. 

3. Sorrows in the country cry for it; we think 
within a few years the land will be out of heart, and 
want of cloaths, or not, money to buy, or pay debts, 
and this and the other evil will enfue; fo for parti- 
cular perfons, what fhall I do’hereafter, &c. ‘rue, 
but glory will pay-for all at Chrift’s coming. . 

_ 4. All faints ever looked for this long ago; the 
Corinthians, 1 Cor. i. 7. and the Theffalonians, 1 
Theil. i. wt. and the Philippians, Phil. iii, 20, 21. 
grace teacheth men_fo to do, Tit. ii. 13. and promife 
of mercy is made to fuch only, Heb, ix. ult. and 
hence Rev. xxii. the church cries out, “* Come, Lord, 
** come quickly ;”” O wait for this time when he fhall 
redeem, comfort, glorify, free from all fnares and 
fins, if no hope in: this life, of all men moft mifera- - 
ble; fome young ones think it is too foon; old men 
that are near do it; many have bufineffes, and can- 
not ;' cannot you carry it to the fields, and rejoice in. 
expectation of this, but muft be always caft down, 
&c. O teach it ‘your children ; fpeak of it one bro- 
ther to another ; fome of you are poor and mourn-” 
ing, O be comforted, it is,for your fake Chrift will 
come, and refrefh, and wipe away your tears. ~ we 

Thus I have finifhed this parable ; there are divers. 
antl many interpretations hereof given by fome, but I. 
{peak what I believe; I differ in nothing but ever. 
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